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SECOND SEMESTER (CBCSS–UG) DEGREE EXAMINATION, APRIL 2024

English

(B.Com./B.B.A./B.H.A/B.T.H.M.)

ENG 2A 04—ZEITGEIST : READINGS ON CONTEMPORARY CULTURE

(2019–2021 Admissions)

Time : Two Hours and a Half Maximum :  80 Marks

I. Answer the following questions in two or three sentences : (2 marks each)

1 Who are the lot referred to as the lovers of violence ?

2 How did the Muslim. friend from Toba Tek-Singh who came to visit Bishan Singh introduce

himself  ?

3 What was the response of the Anglo-Indian inmates of the asylum, when they realized

the English had given Hindustan Freedom ?

4 Why does the poet try to teach us how to kill a tree ?

5 What was the family’s response when Reuven asked Aaron to take the goat to town ?

6 What does Adrienne Rich mean by 'students demand to be taken seriously' ?

7 What is the climax of “The Story of an Hour” ?

8 'She (My mother) fears that I'll die without a whisper.' Why ?

9 How did the speaker describe the phase 'I decided to be a boy' ?

10 Why couldn't the narrator go often to the court to follow the trail of her potential husband ?

11 What was the protagonist's reply in the story ‘Amnesty’ when he was informed of the

coming of the second child ?

12 What are Harari's observations about the French revolution ?

13 What did the teacher ask the students to do the day after the picnic ?

14 What did the nostalgic aunts remind the speaker in Mokobe’s poem at the age of twelve ?

15 Why could Parshya not go to picnic ?

(Ceiling 25)
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II. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of 100 words : (5 marks each)

16 What will happen if Gandhi’s assassin is released ?

17 Patriotism as a theme in Tagore’s “Freedom”.

18 The communication between Aaron and his goat.

19 How does Adrienne Rich elaborate the concept of responsibility to oneself ?

20 Write a note on the boyhood phase in “What It's like to be Transgender.”

21 The discrimination of the Dalits, according to Limbale.

22 What should be the contract between the students and faculty ?

23 Explain the dream with which “Refugee Blues” is concluded.

(Ceiling 35)

III. Write essays on any two of the following questions in 200 words :

24 Explain the salient features of the Preamble of the Constitution of  India.

25 “On Killing a Tree” describes man’s cruelty and violence to nature discuss.

26 “What It's like to be Transgender” is a documentation of the identity crisis and the denial

of the basic human rights of the transgender ? Discuss.

27 How does Yuval Harari define meaning of human life and basic human rights ?

(2 × 10 = 20 marks)
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English
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I. Answer the following questions in two or three sentences. 2 marks each :

1 Why the Preamble is called the ‘identity card of the Constitution’ ?

2 What is Harari’s reaction to the statement that married people are happier on average

than singles ?

3 Who are the lot referred to as the lovers of violence ?

4 Explain the figure of speech used in the line, “burden of ages, bending your head,

breakingyour back.”

5 What made Girmallya’s farm quiver in the narrator’s stomach ?

6 What does the poet mean by the strength of the tree exposed ?

7 What are the conditions laid by Seattle to sell his land to the great chief ?

8 What name was given by the trade Unionist to his daughter ?

9 What is described as ‘the thunder rumbling in the sky’ ?

10 What did the speaker ask Jesus in the first prayer ?

11 How was the outside world described, after Mrs. Mallard heard the news of her husband’s

death ?

12 How does Adrienne Rich define ‘taking responsibility towards yourselves’, from the feminists’

perspective ?

13 The circumstances that compelled Reuven to decide on selling Zlateh.
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14 What does the Native American see the rivers and the earth ?

15 Explain ‘ In the middle on a stretch of land that had no name, lay Toba Tek Singh’.

(Ceiling 25)

II. Answer the following questions in a paragraph of 100 words. 5 marks each :

16 What are Harari's observations about the French revolution ?

17 Comment on the politics of food in “The Outcaste”.

18 What characterizes the alienation of the Jews in the poem “Refugee Blues” ?

19 Comment on the poetic style in “What It’s like to Be Transgender”.

20 Comment on Chopin’s treatment of marriage and family.

21 Explain the significance of the title Toba Tek Singh.

22 Comment on the gendered bias in education, according to Adrienne Rich ?

23 Comment on the passion and feelings conveyed in chief Seattle speech.

(Ceiling 35)

III. Write essays on any two of the following questions in 200 words :

24 Define the concept of freedom based on Tagore’s “Freedom”.

25 Critically examine the man-animal bond as portrayed in Issac Bashevis Singer’s “Zlateh

the Goat”

26 “Claiming An Education” is a critique of the present system of education from a woman’s

perspective. Discuss ?

27 How did Limbale portray the caste-ridden Indian society in the prescribed extract from

“The Outcaste” ?

(2 × 10 = 20 marks)
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I. Answer the following questions i or three sentences. 2

1 Why does a person who has just won a lottery jump

2 Why does the poet try to teach us a tree ?

3 What does the phrase

RARY CTILTURE

Maximum: 80 Marks

he says'I am a and do not

for him and his beloved in the poem

4 Explain the

understand'.

in the

makes the poet

Blues?

the Olympic

I

ning decathlete mentioned in "What lt's like to Be

?

the middle on a stretch of t had no name, lay Toba Tek Singh'.

Why was great care taken in of her husband to Mrs. Mallard ?

Mention one of the devastating university learning, according to Rich.

The

13 What are ve Americans to the country of

ofviolence ?

(Ceiling 25)
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How does the Native
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Aaron's dreams

Rich
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What did

What
beloved ?

10. What, according to the protagonist, is

Union ?

11. What was the

aunts remind the speaker in Mokobe's poem at the age of trvelve ?

r in'Refugee Blues' there was no place for him and his

working in the Movement and the
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15.

What is the climax of "The Story of an
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SECOND SEMESTER (CBCSS-UG) DEGREE
APRIL 2O2L

English (B.Com./B.B.A.)

ENG 2A O4-.ZF.TTGEIST : READINGS.ON CONTEMPORARY CULTURE

Time : Two Hours and a Half Maximum : 80 Marks

Section A

Answer at least ten questions.

Each question carries 3 marks.

All questions can be attended.

ouerall ceiting ?o 
,1;,,,., .r I,,;,1

Explain'In the middle on a stretch of land that had no name, lay Toba Tek Singh'.

What is more powerful than bombs and weapons ?

What are the different attitudes of the White's and Native Americans to the country of their
birth ?

4. Why does the poet say that a simple job of the knife will not kill a tree ?

5. What was the fatrily's response when Reuven asked Aaron to take the goat to town ?
.. 1:- -.

6. Why was Zlatehastonished when Aaron led her out on the town ro.d ?

7. What, according to Rich, is the courage to be'different' ? '

8. 'My prayers are now getting stuck in my throat.'Why did the speaker fear so ?

9. What is described as'the thunder rumbling in the sky'?

10. Why couldn't the narrator go often to the couit to follow the trail of her potential husband ?

11. What did the teacher do when he saw the narrator apparently doing nothing in the class the next

day of the picnic ? ,, 
.

L2. Why does a person who has just won a lottery jump with joy ?

13. What does Adrienne Rich mean by'studentS demand to be taken seriously' ?

14. Whatdid the nostalgic aunts remind the speaker in Mokobe's poem at the age of twelve ?

15. Why could Parshya not go to picnic ?

(10x3=30marks)
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Section B

An s w e r at le 6gt ;frti e: Qite s tion s.

E ac h que st$fuear rigs.;$: ynar ks.

All questions can be attended.

.,:, r c 4312

Argue.

16.

L7.

18.

19.

20.

aL.

22.

23.

What proves Gandhi's righteousneos ?

The step by step process neededfOr,killing a tree.

The communication between Aardri,aiid his goat. 
, ,,.,.':.at.,r,:i,,

The medieval man and modern man is essential[ythe same in thd
.l l..ll l'...i1. l. .:+:,:q l!.1. :',; .ll :...1i...'.-€"1:

i:ai.:rrjrrd*.- :il:!:.::t.t.,:.

E@ stion carriei.l0 maiks.

r0n KillinB',il1llee" describes man's cluelty and violence to nature discuss.

Discuss Buck's portrayal ofMahatma Gandhi in her essay.

24.

25.

26.

27.
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Critically eViluate,Adrienne Bich's coneept of educa,!,19n.

How does Yuvdlfiarari define meaning of.b*q4qlifs and basic human rights ?

(2 x 10 = 20 marks)
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O4_;ZEITGEIST :

I. Answer the following !|eg,t!onp in two or fhree sen{enceq i (2 markq each)

1 Why did the people believe in Gandhi ?

2 why is:the Preamlle cdlled the'identity card of the'constituiiorl ,
3 Explain :'In the middle, on a stretc[ of land.that had no name, la5r Toba Te*.Singh.,

4 What are the different attitudes'of the Whites and,the }rIatirre Airericans td'tk country of
theirbirth ?

, .- :

What is the tone of Gieve Patel's poem "On Killing a Triie; ?

Why was it a bad year for Reuven the furrier ?

Mention one of the devastating weaknesses of the university learning, according to Rich.

.What was Mrs. Mallard's immediate reaction, u'hen she heard the news of her hirsband's

death ?

"I treat.it like a house." What ?

How does Auden eompare the old yew trec and the old passports ?

What was the content of the'such a good letter'sent by the protagonist from the prison ?

What'made Girmallya's farm quiver in the narratbr's stomach ?

Why does a person who has just won a lottery jump with joy ?

Who was Bruce Jenner ?

Explain: "If rve let them in, they will steal our daily bread,,. r

(Ceiling 25)
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II. Answer the.followirig questions in a paragraph of 100 word.s. (5 marks each) :

16 HoW. can India fulfill the promi'se of her greatness ?

17 Csrtment on the ending of "Toba Tek Slngh"
' sMmment on ihi purribrr'and feeiings.eonveyed in seattle's speech.

19 The change of weather in Singer's "Zlatehthe Goat".
.1:

20 The gendered bias in education, accoiding to Adrienne Rie|.r,

21 . The pessimisnrin'lrrn- *'s like to Be Trarisgender,. i

22 Explain the drearn with which,"Refugee Bluest is concluded.

23 Commentonthetreatmentofracismin*Amnesty". 
l

:. r (Ceiling 35)
IIII. Write essays on any two of the following questioirs'in 200 woids. Each question carries

10 marks :

24 "Toba Tek Singh" portiays the blindness of the leaders 'in dividing people along communal
lines. Substantiate.

Explicate howChief Seattle proves man is merely a single strand in the web of life.

How does Gieve Patel employ, irony as'a poetic device in "On Kiliing a Tree" ?

Kate Chopin's "The Story of an Hour" depicts the state of suppressed womahhood that yearns
for limitless freedom. Discuss.

(2 x 10 = 20 marks)
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