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George Eliot 1

 
PREFACE  FROM TH E  ED ITOR  

 
Designed for school districts, educators, and students seeking to maximize performance on 
standardized tests, Webster’s paperbacks take advantage of the fact that classics are frequently 
assigned readings in English courses. By using a running thesaurus at the bottom of each page, this 
edition of Adam Bede by George Eliot was edited for students who are actively building their 
vocabularies in anticipation of taking PSAT®, SAT®, AP® (Advanced Placement®), GRE®, 
LSAT®, GMAT® or similar examinations.1
 
Webster’s edition of this classic is organized to expose the reader to a maximum number of 
synonyms and antonyms for difficult and often ambiguous English words that are encountered in 
other works of literature, conversation, or academic examinations. Extremely rare or idiosyncratic 
words and expressions are given lower priority in the notes compared to words which are “difficult, 
and often encountered” in examinations. Rather than supply a single synonym, many are  provided 
for a variety of meanings, allowing readers to better grasp the ambiguity of the English language, 
and avoid using the notes as a pure crutch. Having the reader decipher a word’s meaning within 
context serves to improve vocabulary retention and understanding. Each page covers words not 
already highlighted on previous pages. If a difficult word is not noted on a page, chances are that it 
has been highlighted on a previous page. A more complete thesaurus is supplied at the end of the 
book; Synonyms and antonyms are extracted from Webster’s Online Dictionary.  
 
Definitions of remaining terms as well as translations can be found at www.websters-online-
dictionary.org. Please send suggestions to websters@icongroupbooks.com  

          
The Editor 

Webster’s Online Dictionary 
www.websters-online-dictionary.org

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

1 PSAT® is a registered trademark of the College Entrance Examination Board and the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation neither of which sponsors or endorses this book; SAT® is a registered trademark of the 
College Board which neither sponsors nor endorses this book; GRE®, AP® and Advanced Placement® are 
registered trademarks of the Educational Testing Service which neither sponsors nor endorses this book, 
GMAT® is a registered trademark of the Graduate Management Admissions Council which is neither affiliated 
with this book nor endorses this book, LSAT® is a registered trademark of the Law School Admissions Council 
which neither sponsors nor endorses this product. All rights reserved.  

http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
mailto:websters@icongroupbooks.com
http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
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BOOK I  
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CHAPTER  I  

 
THE  WORKSHOP  

 
 

With a single drop of ink for a mirror, the Egyptian sorcerer undertakes to 
reveal to any chance comer far-reaching visions of the past.  This is what I 
undertake to do for you, reader.  With this drop of ink at the end of my pen, I 
will show you the roomy workshop of Mr. Jonathan Burge, carpenter and 
builder, in the village of Hayslope, as it appeared on the eighteenth of June, in 
the year of our Lord 1799.%

The afternoon sun was warm on the five workmen there, busy upon doors 
and window-frames and wainscoting.  A scent of pine-wood from a tentlike pile 
of planks outside the open door mingled itself with the scent of the elder-bushes 
which were spreading their summer snow close to the open window opposite; 
the slanting sunbeams shone through the transparent shavings that flew before 
the steady plane, and lit up the fine grain of the oak panelling which stood 
propped against the wall.  On a heap of those soft shavings a rough, grey 
shepherd dog had made himself a pleasant bed, and was lying with his nose 
between his fore-paws, occasionally wrinkling his brows to cast a glance at the 
tallest of the five workmen, who was carving a shield in the centre of a wooden 
mantelpiece.  It was to this workman that the strong barytone belonged which 
was heard above the sound of plane and hammer singing— 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

barytone: (adj, n, v) baritone; (n) 
vocalist, singer, baritone horn, 
baritone voice. 

comer: (n) newcomer, arriver, traveler, 
traveller, contender, competitor, 
competition, visitor, whiz kid, Young 
Turk; (adj) fresh. 

mingled: (adj) miscellaneous, complex, 
indiscriminate, heterogeneous, 
medley, confused, eclectic, motley, 
different; (v) blended, blent. 

roomy: (adj, n) capacious; (adj) broad,  

extensive, large, commodious, ample, 
voluminous, expansive, big, rangy, 
comprehensive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
small, narrow, airless, tiny, tight. 

shavings: (n) residue, pencil shavings, 
chips, trash. 

slanting: (adj) oblique, sloping, 
diagonal, askew, slanted, aslant, 
aslope, awry, leaning, sloped; (adj, 
adv) sideways. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upright, direct. 

sorcerer: (n) magician, magus,  

necromancer, enchanter, conjurer, 
wizard, conjuror, sorcer , diviner, 
exorciser, exorcist. 

sunbeams: (n) sunshine, light, 
daylight, rays. 

wainscoting: (n) wainscotting, panel, 
panelling, lining, dado, paneling, 
skirting board, panelwork. 

workman: (n) laborer, working man, 
worker, employee, hand, operative, 
artisan, working person, lather, 
mechanic, artificer. 
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Awake, my soul, and with the sun 
Thy daily stage of duty run; 
Shake off dull sloth...%

 
Here some measurement was to be taken which required more concentrated 

attention, and the sonorous voice subsided into a low whistle; but it presently 
broke out again with renewed vigour— 

 
Let all thy converse be sincere, 
Thy conscience as the noonday clear. 

 
Such a voice could only come from a broad chest, and the broad chest 

belonged to a large-boned, muscular man nearly six feet high, with a back so flat 
and a head so well poised that when he drew himself up to take a more distant 
survey of his work, he had the air of a soldier standing at ease.  The sleeve rolled 
up above the elbow showed an arm that was likely to win the prize for feats of 
strength; yet the long supple hand, with its broad finger-tips, looked ready for 
works of skill.  In his tall stalwartness Adam Bede was a Saxon, and justified his 
name; but the jet-black hair, made the more noticeable by its contrast with the 
light paper cap, and the keen glance of the dark eyes that shone from under 
strongly marked, prominent and mobile eyebrows, indicated a mixture of Celtic 
blood.  The face was large and roughly hewn, and when in repose had no other 
beauty than such as belongs to an expression of good-humoured honest 
intelligence. 

It is clear at a glance that the next workman is Adam's brother.  He is nearly 
as tall; he has the same type of features, the same hue of hair and complexion; 
but the strength of the family likeness seems only to render more conspicuous 
the remarkable difference of expression both in form and face.  Seth's broad 
shoulders have a slight stoop; his eyes are grey; his eyebrows have less 
prominence and more repose than his brother's; and his glance, instead of being 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

converse: (n, v) chat, discourse, argue; 
(v) confer, confabulate, speak; (n) 
conversation, colloquy, contrast; (adj, 
n) opposite; (adj) counter. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) equal; (adj) 
similar, complementary; (n) 
similarity. 

drew: (n) move, John Drew. 
hewn: (adj) downed. 
indicated: (adj) numbered. 
noonday: (n) noontide, noon, high 

noon, hour, twelve noon, afternoon;  

(v) tide; (adj) meridional. 
repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; 

(n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 
activity, panic, agitation. 

sonorous: (adj) rotund, resonant, clear, 
rich, resounding, harmonious, round, 
full, ringing, vibrant, sonant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shrill, thin. 

stalwartness: (n) adiposis, overweight, 
corpulence, bravery, strength,  

stalworthness, stoutness, boldness, 
daring. 

stoop: (v) crouch, bend, deign, 
condescend, descend, squat, couch, 
cringe, lean, lower oneself; (n) porch. 
ANTONYM: (v) straighten. 

supple: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, limber, 
pliant; (adj) lithe, soft, plastic, 
graceful, lithesome, lissom, lissome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rigid, inflexible, 
stocky, clumsy, hard, rough, slow, 
tight, unyielding. 

 

  



George Eliot 7

keen, is confiding and benign.  He has thrown off his paper cap, and you see that 
his hair is not thick and straight, like Adam's, but thin and wavy, allowing you to 
discern the exact contour of a coronal arch that predominates very decidedly 
over the brow.%

The idle tramps always felt sure they could get a copper from Seth; they 
scarcely ever spoke to Adam. 

The concert of the tools and Adam's voice was at last broken by Seth, who, 
lifting the door at which he had been working intently, placed it against the wall, 
and said, "There! I've finished my door to-day, anyhow." 

The workmen all looked up; Jim Salt, a burly, red-haired man known as 
Sandy Jim, paused from his planing, and Adam said to Seth, with a sharp glance 
of surprise, "What! Dost think thee'st finished the door?" 

"Aye, sure," said Seth, with answering surprise; "what's awanting to't?" 
A loud roar of laughter from the other three workmen made Seth look round 

confusedly.  Adam did not join in the laughter, but there was a slight smile on 
his face as he said, in a gentler tone than before, "Why, thee'st forgot the panels." 

The laughter burst out afresh as Seth clapped his hands to his head, and 
coloured over brow and crown. 

"Hoorray!" shouted a small lithe fellow called Wiry Ben, running forward 
and seizing the door.  "We'll hang up th' door at fur end o' th' shop an' write on't 
'Seth Bede, the Methody, his work.' Here, Jim, lend's hould o' th' red pot." 

"Nonsense!" said Adam.  "Let it alone, Ben Cranage.  You'll mayhap be 
making such a slip yourself some day; you'll laugh o' th' other side o' your mouth 
then." 

"Catch me at it, Adam.  It'll be a good while afore my head's full o' th' 
Methodies," said Ben. 

"Nay, but it's often full o' drink, and that's worse." 
Ben, however, had now got the "red pot" in his hand, and was about to begin 

writing his inscription, making, by way of preliminary, an imaginary S in the air. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

afore: (adv) ahead, along, before, 
forwards, formerly, beforehand, 
previously; (adj) erewhile, aforehand, 
theretofore, preceding. 

burly: (adj) rugged, beefy, brawny, 
strapping, hefty, muscular, husky, 
stout, strong; (adv) beefily, sturdily. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) slight, skinny, 
thin, slim, small, anorexic, feeble, 
delicate, weak. 

confiding: (adj) unsuspecting, trustful, 
artless, credulous, untutored, ingenu, 

inartificial, lain, simple, unaffected, 
unsophisticated. 

confusedly: (adv) obscurely, 
disorderedly, perplexedly, cloudily, 
dazedly, befuddledly, muddily, 
bemusedly, dizzily, bewilderedly, 
puzzledly. 

coronal: (n) garland, crown, wreath, 
corolla, anthology, bay wreath, lei, 
laurels; (adj) coronary. 

lithe: (adj, v) limber, flexible; (adj) 
graceful, slender, lissom, supple,  

lissome, svelte, agile, ductile, elastic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, stiff, 
inflexible. 

mayhap: (adv) haply, may be, possibly, 
peradventure, perchance, perhaps, by 
chance. 

shouted: (adj) screamed, loud. 
wavy: (adj) crinkled, crinkly, 

corrugated, waved, undulating, und, 
rippled, wavelike, undulate, 
undulatory, rolling. ANTONYM: 
(adj) straight. 
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"Let it alone, will you?" Adam called out, laying down his tools, striding up 
to Ben, and seizing his right shoulder.  "Let it alone, or I'll shake the soul out o' 
your body." 

Ben shook in Adam's iron grasp, but, like a plucky small man as he was, he 
didn't mean to give in.  With his left hand he snatched the brush from his 
powerless right, and made a movement as if he would perform the feat of 
writing with his left.  In a moment Adam turned him round, seized his other 
shoulder, and, pushing him along, pinned him against the wall.  But now Seth 
spoke.%

"Let be, Addy, let be.  Ben will be joking.  Why, he's i' the right to laugh at 
me--I canna help laughing at myself." 

"I shan't loose him till he promises to let the door alone," said Adam. 
"Come, Ben, lad," said Seth, in a persuasive tone, "don't let's have a quarrel 

about it.  You know Adam will have his way.  You may's well try to turn a 
waggon in a narrow lane.  Say you'll leave the door alone, and make an end 
on't." 

"I binna frighted at Adam," said Ben, "but I donna mind sayin' as I'll let 't 
alone at your askin', Seth." 

"Come, that's wise of you, Ben," said Adam, laughing and relaxing his grasp. 
They all returned to their work now; but Wiry Ben, having had the worst in 

the bodily contest, was bent on retrieving that humiliation by a success in 
sarcasm. 

"Which was ye thinkin' on, Seth," he began--"the pretty parson's face or her 
sarmunt, when ye forgot the panels?" 

"Come and hear her, Ben," said Seth, good-humouredly; "she's going to 
preach on the Green to-night; happen ye'd get something to think on yourself 
then, instead o' those wicked songs you're so fond on.  Ye might get religion, and 
that 'ud be the best day's earnings y' ever made." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adam: (n) ecstasy, x; (adj) sin. 
canna: (n) Indian shot, herb, achira. 
feat: (n) deed, accomplishment, 

achievement, act, effort, performance, 
action, triumph, attainment, trick; 
(adj) fetis . ANTONYM: (n) inaction. 

pinned: (adj) fastened, engaged, 
helpless, stapled, intended; (adv) 
under. 

plucky: (adj) daring, manful, 
courageous, brave, spirited, stout, 
intrepid, mettlesome, gutsy, gallant,  

gamy. 
preach: (v) lecture, exhort, moralize, 

advocate, sermonize, urge, hold 
forth, admonish, evangelize, 
prophesy, moralise. 

relaxing: (v) relax; (adj) soothing, 
restful, comfortable, gentle, 
assuasive, clement, comforting; (n) 
repose, detent, quieter. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stressful, trying, uncomfortable, 
invigorating, irritating, rushed, 
troubled, tense, stimulating, noisy. 

sarcasm: (adj, n) irony, ridicule, satire, 
humor; (n) gibe, bitterness, jeer, 
scorn, insinuation, taunt; (adj) 
sarcastic. ANTONYM: (n) kindness. 

seizing: (v) seize; (n) seizure, clutches, 
prehension, taking, apprehension, 
capture, infection; (adj) catching, 
galling, controlling. 

waggon: (n) wagon, cart, lorry, wain, 
dray, station wagon, beach wagon, 
beach waggon, station waggon, 
bandwagon, milkwagon. 
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"All i' good time for that, Seth; I'll think about that when I'm a-goin' to settle i' 
life; bachelors doesn't want such heavy earnin's.  Happen I shall do the coortin' 
an' the religion both together, as YE do, Seth; but ye wouldna ha' me get 
converted an' chop in atween ye an' the pretty preacher, an' carry her aff?"%

"No fear o' that, Ben; she's neither for you nor for me to win, I doubt.  Only 
you come and hear her, and you won't speak lightly on her again." 

"Well, I'm half a mind t' ha' a look at her to-night, if there isn't good company 
at th' Holly Bush.  What'll she take for her text?  Happen ye can tell me, Seth, if so 
be as I shouldna come up i' time for't.  Will't be--what come ye out for to see?  A 
prophetess?  Yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophetess--a uncommon 
pretty young woman." 

"Come, Ben," said Adam, rather sternly, "you let the words o' the Bible alone; 
you're going too far now." 

"What! Are YE a-turnin' roun', Adam? I thought ye war dead again th' 
women preachin', a while agoo?" 

"Nay, I'm not turnin' noway.  I said nought about the women preachin'.  I 
said, You let the Bible alone: you've got a jest- book, han't you, as you're rare and 
proud on?  Keep your dirty fingers to that." 

"Why, y' are gettin' as big a saint as Seth.  Y' are goin' to th' preachin' to-night, 
I should think.  Ye'll do finely t' lead the singin'.  But I don' know what Parson 
Irwine 'ull say at his gran' favright Adam Bede a-turnin' Methody." 

"Never do you bother yourself about me, Ben.  I'm not a-going to turn 
Methodist any more nor you are--though it's like enough you'll turn to 
something worse.  Mester Irwine's got more sense nor to meddle wi' people's 
doing as they like in religion.  That's between themselves and God, as he's said to 
me many a time." 

"Aye, aye; but he's none so fond o' your dissenters, for all that." 
"Maybe; I'm none so fond o' Josh Tod's thick ale, but I don't hinder you from 

making a fool o' yourself wi't." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

chop: (n, v) chip, slice, cut; (v) mince, 
slash, whittle, hash, hack, cleave, 
hew, chop up. 

don't: (adv) not; (n) taboo, prohibition.
gran: (n) grandmother, grannie, 

granny, nan. 
hinder: (v) impede, resist, check, 

hamper, obstruct, curb, handicap, 
delay; (n, v) bar; (adj) posterior, hind. 
ANTONYMS: (v) help, facilitate, 
assist, prompt, encourage, promote, 
allow, support, accelerate. 

jest: (n) gag, gibe, quip, game; (n, v) 
jape; (v) banter, jeer, deride, gird, 
sneer, clown. 

meddle: (v) intervene, interfere, 
intrude, monkey, interpose, fiddle, 
pry, dabble, interlope; (n) 
interference; (adj) moil. ANTONYM: 
(v) disregard. 

noway: (adv) nohow. 
preacher: (n) missionary, parson, 

lecturer, clergyman, evangelist, 
pastor, priest, sermonizer, revivalist, 

gospeler, preachers. 
prophetess: (n) seeress, pythoness, 

clairvoyant, prophet, oracle, 
Druidess. 

sternly: (adv) severely, strictly, 
austerely, harshly, rigidly, grimly, 
rigorously, stringently, seriously, 
relentlessly, solemnly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) leniently, lightheartedly, kindly, 
warmly, cheerfully. 

unto: (prep, v) to, till, up to; (prep) 
towards, before. 
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There was a laugh at this thrust of Adam's, but Seth said, very seriously.  
"Nay, nay, Addy, thee mustna say as anybody's religion's like thick ale.  Thee 
dostna believe but what the dissenters and the Methodists have got the root o' 
the matter as well as the church folks."%

"Nay, Seth, lad; I'm not for laughing at no man's religion.  Let 'em follow their 
consciences, that's all.  Only I think it 'ud be better if their consciences 'ud let 'em 
stay quiet i' the church-- there's a deal to be learnt there.  And there's such a 
thing as being oversperitial; we must have something beside Gospel i' this world.  
Look at the canals, an' th' aqueduc's, an' th' coal-pit engines, and Arkwright's 
mills there at Cromford; a man must learn summat beside Gospel to make them 
things, I reckon.  But t' hear some o' them preachers, you'd think as a man must 
be doing nothing all's life but shutting's eyes and looking what's agoing on 
inside him.  I know a man must have the love o' God in his soul, and the Bible's 
God's word.  But what does the Bible say?  Why, it says as God put his sperrit 
into the workman as built the tabernacle, to make him do all the carved work 
and things as wanted a nice hand.  And this is my way o' looking at it: there's the 
sperrit o' God in all things and all times--weekday as well as Sunday--and i' the 
great works and inventions, and i' the figuring and the mechanics.  And God 
helps us with our headpieces and our hands as well as with our souls; and if a 
man does bits o' jobs out o' working hours-- builds a oven for 's wife to save her 
from going to the bakehouse, or scrats at his bit o' garden and makes two 
potatoes grow istead o' one, he's doin' more good, and he's just as near to God, as 
if he was running after some preacher and a-praying and a-groaning." 

"Well done, Adam!" said Sandy Jim, who had paused from his planing to 
shift his planks while Adam was speaking; "that's the best sarmunt I've heared 
this long while.  By th' same token, my wife's been a-plaguin' on me to build her 
a oven this twelvemont." 

"There's reason in what thee say'st, Adam," observed Seth, gravely.  "But thee 
know'st thyself as it's hearing the preachers thee find'st so much fault with has 
turned many an idle fellow into an industrious un.  It's the preacher as empties 
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agoing: (adv) agate, afoot; (v) set on 
foot, set up. 

bakehouse: (n) bakeshop, backhouse, 
washhouse, patisserie, hothouse. 

carved: (adj) cut, incised, sculptured; 
(v) graven, engraved, stamped, fixed, 
imprinted. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uncarved. 

figuring: (n) calculation, reckoning, 
estimation, computing, figure, 
approximation, conversion, 
derivative, differential, estimate,  

derived function. 
gravely: (adv) seriously, soberly, 

severely, solemnly, badly, staidly, 
momentously, heavily, earnestly, 
weightily, grievously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) lightheartedly, mildly, slightly; 
(adj) soft. 

industrious: (adj) diligent, assiduous, 
indefatigable, busy, energetic, 
hardworking, laborious, tireless, 
earnest, keen, enterprising. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indolent, idle,  

destructive, weary, careless. 
learnt: (adj) learned. 
mills: (n) Milles. 
potatoes: (n) root crop. 
tabernacle: (n) church, synagogue, 

dwelling, chapel, meetinghouse, 
abode, address, subtectacle, sojourn, 
seat; (v) tent. 

token: (n) memento, souvenir, note, 
keepsake, sign, relic, stamp, signal, 
indication; (adj) nominal; (n, v) trace. 
ANTONYM: (adj) great. 
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th' alehouse; and if a man gets religion, he'll do his work none the worse for 
that." 

"On'y he'll lave the panels out o' th' doors sometimes, eh, Seth?" said Wiry 
Ben.%

"Ah, Ben, you've got a joke again' me as 'll last you your life.  But it isna 
religion as was i' fault there; it was Seth Bede, as was allays a wool-gathering 
chap, and religion hasna cured him, the more's the pity." 

"Ne'er heed me, Seth," said Wiry Ben, "y' are a down-right good- hearted 
chap, panels or no panels; an' ye donna set up your bristles at every bit o' fun, 
like some o' your kin, as is mayhap cliverer." 

"Seth, lad," said Adam, taking no notice of the sarcasm against himself, "thee 
mustna take me unkind.  I wasna driving at thee in what I said just now.  Some 's 
got one way o' looking at things and some 's got another." 

"Nay, nay, Addy, thee mean'st me no unkindness," said Seth, "I know that 
well enough.  Thee't like thy dog Gyp--thee bark'st at me sometimes, but thee 
allays lick'st my hand after." 

All hands worked on in silence for some minutes, until the church clock 
began to strike six.  Before the first stroke had died away, Sandy Jim had loosed 
his plane and was reaching his jacket; Wiry Ben had left a screw half driven in, 
and thrown his screwdriver into his tool-basket; Mum Taft, who, true to his 
name, had kept silence throughout the previous conversation, had flung down 
his hammer as he was in the act of lifting it; and Seth, too, had straightened his 
back, and was putting out his hand towards his paper cap.  Adam alone had 
gone on with his work as if nothing had happened.  But observing the cessation 
of the tools, he looked up, and said, in a tone of indignation, "Look there, now! I 
can't abide to see men throw away their tools i' that way, the minute the clock 
begins to strike, as if they took no pleasure i' their work and was afraid o' doing a 
stroke too much." 

Seth looked a little conscious, and began to be slower in his preparations for 
going, but Mum Taft broke silence, and said, "Aye, aye, Adam lad, ye talk like a 
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alehouse: (n) beerhouse, tavern, pub, 
public house, saloon, taphouse, 
mughouse, bar; (v) change. 

bristles: (n) beard, five o'clock 
shadow. 

cessation: (n) pause, abatement, close, 
stop, respite, suspension, surcease, 
standstill, rest, termination; (n, v) 
death. ANTONYMS: (n) beginning, 
continuation, commencement, 
persistence. 

cured: (adj) recovered, corned, aged,  

mellow, whole, better, pickle cured, 
salted, vulcanised, well, vulcanized. 

gets: (n) getting. 
heed: (n, v) consideration, concern, 

regard, mind, attention, notice; (n) 
caution, advertence, advertency; (v) 
attend, hear. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
disregard; (n) inattentiveness. 

lave: (v) launder, bathe, clean, cleanse, 
lap, dip, pour, wash up; (adj) splash, 
swash; (n) residue. 

ne'er: (adv) never, certainly not. 

screwdriver: (n) screw driver, 
turnscrew, screwdrivers, cocktail, 
hand tool, flat tip screwdriver. 

seth: (n) exercise set, circle, hardening, 
lot, readiness, set, bent, band. 

unkind: (adj) cruel, harsh, unfeeling, 
inconsiderate, pitiless, heartless, 
inhuman, hard, thoughtless, brutal, 
mean. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, 
considerate, pleasant, friendly, 
thoughtful, tactful, mild, gentle, 
generous, flattering, compassionate. 
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young un.  When y' are six- an'-forty like me, istid o' six-an'-twenty, ye wonna be 
so flush o' workin' for nought." 

"Nonsense," said Adam, still wrathful; "what's age got to do with it, I 
wonder?  Ye arena getting stiff yet, I reckon.  I hate to see a man's arms drop 
down as if he was shot, before the clock's fairly struck, just as if he'd never a bit o' 
pride and delight in 's work.  The very grindstone 'ull go on turning a bit after 
you loose it." 

"Bodderation, Adam!" exclaimed Wiry Ben; "lave a chap aloon, will 'ee?  Ye 
war afinding faut wi' preachers a while agoo--y' are fond enough o' preachin' 
yoursen.  Ye may like work better nor play, but I like play better nor work; that'll 
'commodate ye--it laves ye th' more to do." 

With this exit speech, which he considered effective, Wiry Ben shouldered his 
basket and left the workshop, quickly followed by Mum Taft and Sandy Jim.  
Seth lingered, and looked wistfully at Adam, as if he expected him to say 
something.%

"Shalt go home before thee go'st to the preaching?" Adam asked, looking up. 
"Nay; I've got my hat and things at Will Maskery's.  I shan't be home before 

going for ten.  I'll happen see Dinah Morris safe home, if she's willing.  There's 
nobody comes with her from Poyser's, thee know'st." 

"Then I'll tell mother not to look for thee," said Adam. 
"Thee artna going to Poyser's thyself to-night?" said Seth rather timidly, as he 

turned to leave the workshop. 
"Nay, I'm going to th' school." 
Hitherto Gyp had kept his comfortable bed, only lifting up his head and 

watching Adam more closely as he noticed the other workmen departing.  But no 
sooner did Adam put his ruler in his pocket, and begin to twist his apron round 
his waist, than Gyp ran forward and looked up in his master's face with patient 
expectation.  If Gyp had had a tail he would doubtless have wagged it, but being 
destitute of that vehicle for his emotions, he was like many other worthy 
personages, destined to appear more phlegmatic than nature had made him. 
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destitute: (adj) impoverished, needy, 
bankrupt, broke, poor, helpless, 
impecunious, penniless, necessitous; 
(adj, v) forlorn, devoid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wealthy, privileged, prosperous, 
solvent. 

grindstone: (v) grinder, mill, arrastra, 
file, grater, kern, quern, koniology; 
(n) grinding wheel, whetstone, 
oilstone. 

master's: (n) postgraduate degree. 
phlegmatic: (adj) indifferent, listless,  

stolid, unconcerned, phlegmatical, 
lethargic, passive, inert, nonchalant, 
cold, careless. ANTONYM: (adj) 
demonstrative. 

ruler: (adj, n) governor, rule; (n) lord, 
potentate, monarch, leader, dynast, 
prince, dictator, head; (adj) regent. 

timidly: (adv) fearfully, timorously, 
cautiously, shyly, diffidently, 
anxiously, nervously, shily, gingerly, 
modestly, apprehensively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) confidently,  

bravely, daringly, brashly, fearlessly, 
decisively, brazenly. 

wistfully: (adv) pensively, 
meditatively, desirously, longingly, 
yearningly, broodingly, reflectively, 
wishfully, melancholy, thoughtfully, 
nostalgically. ANTONYM: (adv) 
contentedly. 

wrathful: (adj) furious, irate, wroth, 
ireful, indignant, incensed, mad, 
raging, resentful, infuriated, choleric. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pleased. 
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"What! Art ready for the basket, eh, Gyp?" said Adam, with the same gentle 
modulation of voice as when he spoke to Seth. 

Gyp jumped and gave a short bark, as much as to say, "Of course." Poor 
fellow, he had not a great range of expression.%

The basket was the one which on workdays held Adam's and Seth's dinner; 
and no official, walking in procession, could look more resolutely unconscious of 
all acquaintances than Gyp with his basket, trotting at his master's heels. 

On leaving the workshop Adam locked the door, took the key out, and 
carried it to the house on the other side of the woodyard.  It was a low house, 
with smooth grey thatch and buff walls, looking pleasant and mellow in the 
evening light.  The leaded windows were bright and speckless, and the door-
stone was as clean as a white boulder at ebb tide.  On the door-stone stood a 
clean old woman, in a dark-striped linen gown, a red kerchief, and a linen cap, 
talking to some speckled fowls which appeared to have been drawn towards her 
by an illusory expectation of cold potatoes or barley.  The old woman's sight 
seemed to be dim, for she did not recognize Adam till he said, "Here's the key, 
Dolly; lay it down for me in the house, will you?" 

"Aye, sure; but wunna ye come in, Adam? Miss Mary's i' th' house, and 
Mester Burge 'ull be back anon; he'd be glad t' ha' ye to supper wi'm, I'll be's 
warrand." 

"No, Dolly, thank you; I'm off home.  Good evening." 
Adam hastened with long strides, Gyp close to his heels, out of the 

workyard, and along the highroad leading away from the village and down to 
the valley.  As he reached the foot of the slope, an elderly horseman, with his 
portmanteau strapped behind him, stopped his horse when Adam had passed 
him, and turned round to have another long look at the stalwart workman in 
paper cap, leather breeches, and dark-blue worsted stockings. 

Adam, unconscious of the admiration he was exciting, presently struck across 
the fields, and now broke out into the tune which had all day long been running 
in his head: 
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acquaintances: (n) associates. 
anon: (adv) directly, immediately, 

early, readily, soon, instantly, again, 
forthwith, promptly, shortly, rath. 

fowls: (n) poultry. 
hastened: (adj) careless. 
highroad: (n) main road, trunk road, a 

highway. 
kerchief: (n) napkin, neckerchief, 

hood, snood, headscarf, muffler, 
scarf, shawl, coif, babushka, Kercher.

leaded: (adj) fixed. 

portmanteau: (n) valise, Gladstone, 
portmanteau word, blend, Gladstone 
bag, word, suitcase, box, blending, 
grip, portmantle. 

speckled: (adj) dotted, mottled, 
piebald, specked, spotty, freckled, 
spotted, multicolored, flecked, 
brindled, blotchy. ANTONYM: (adj) 
limited. 

speckless: (adj) clean, immaculate, 
impeccable, spick, spic, faultless, 
cleaner. 

stalwart: (adj) brawny, brave, sturdy, 
strapping, resolute, hardy, powerful, 
sinewy, firm, stout, courageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unreliable, weak, 
inconstant, feeble, delicate, cowardly, 
uncommitted. 

thatch: (n) thatching, roof, Edward 
thatch, teach, ceiling, Blackbeard, tile, 
sea rover, roofing material, sea 
robber, hair. 

worsted: (adj) disappointed; (n) fabric, 
knitting worsted, cloth. 
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Let all thy converse be sincere, 
Thy conscience as the noonday clear; 
For God's all-seeing eye surveys 
Thy secret thoughts, thy works and ways.%
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all-seeing: (adj) omniscient, almighty. 
conscience: (n) moral sense, 

Conscience money, sense of right and 
wrong, scruple, intention, tender 
conscience, small voice, principles, 
morals, morality, inward monitor. 
ANTONYM: (n) indifference. 

secret: (adj, v) mysterious, hidden, 
covert, secluded, confidential; (adj) 
concealed, furtive, occult, obscure; 
(adj, n) privacy, secrecy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) known, public; 

(adj) open, overt, apparent, 
unrestricted, external, visible, 
outermost, transparent, blatant. 

sincere: (adj, v) earnest, devout; (adj) 
genuine, faithful, heartfelt, honest, 
serious, open, artless, candid; (adj, n) 
cordial. ANTONYMS: (adj) insincere, 
dishonest, guarded, flippant, 
affected, disingenuous, hypocritical, 
cunning, unfaithful, unenthusiastic, 
unbelievable. 

thoughts: (n) mind, opinion, depth of 

thought, feelings, reflection, ideas, 
workings of the mind, view, stance, 
position, considered opinion. 

works: (n) plant, workings, mill, 
manufactory, deeds, whole caboodle, 
kit and caboodle, kit and boodle, 
industrial plant, full treatment, 
distillery. 
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CHAPTER  I I  

 
THE  PREACHING  

 
 

About a quarter to seven there was an unusual appearance of excitement in 
the village of Hayslope, and through the whole length of its little street, from the 
Donnithorne Arms to the churchyard gate, the inhabitants had evidently been 
drawn out of their houses by something more than the pleasure of lounging in 
the evening sunshine.  The Donnithorne Arms stood at the entrance of the 
village, and a small farmyard and stackyard which flanked it, indicating that 
there was a pretty take of land attached to the inn, gave the traveller a promise of 
good feed for himself and his horse, which might well console him for the 
ignorance in which the weather-beaten sign left him as to the heraldic bearings 
of that ancient family, the Donnithornes.  Mr. Casson, the landlord, had been for 
some time standing at the door with his hands in his pockets, balancing himself 
on his heels and toes and looking towards a piece of unenclosed ground, with a 
maple in the middle of it, which he knew to be the destination of certain grave- 
looking men and women whom he had observed passing at intervals.%

Mr. Casson's person was by no means of that common type which can be 
allowed to pass without description.  On a front view it appeared to consist 
principally of two spheres, bearing about the same relation to each other as the 
earth and the moon: that is to say, the lower sphere might be said, at a rough 
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appeared: (n) appearing. 
balancing: (adj, n) matching; (n) 

bringing into state of equilibrium, 
adjustment, equalization, equipoise, 
reconciliation, redress, wheel 
balancing, balancing accountancy, 
comparison; (adj) libratory. 

bearings: (n) bearing, direction, crest, 
position. 

churchyard: (n) graveyard, burial 
ground, yard, necropolis, cloisters, 
kirkyard. 

console: (v) cheer, soothe, quiet, 
relieve, reassure, encourage; (n, v) 
solace; (n) cabinet, allay, control 
console, control panel. ANTONYMS: 
(v) hurt, discourage, grieve, sadden, 
distress, dispirit, dishearten, upset. 

farmyard: (n) yard, barton. 
heraldic: (adj) communicative, 

communicatory. 
knew: (adj) known; (v) recognize, wist.
maple: (n) box elder, full moon maple, 

moosewood, hedge maple, great  

maple, dwarf maple, goosefoot 
maple, field maple. 

principally: (adv) mainly, primarily, 
especially, predominantly, 
particularly, above all, mostly, 
largely, in the main, masterly, 
essentially. 

traveller: (n) passenger, tourist, 
wanderer, voyager, wayfarer, mover, 
itinerant, courier, entrant, swimmer, 
outlander. 

weather-beaten: (adj) gnarled, rugged. 
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guess, to be thirteen times larger than the upper which naturally performed the 
function of a mere satellite and tributary.  But here the resemblance ceased, for 
Mr. Casson's head was not at all a melancholy-looking satellite nor was it a 
"spotty globe," as Milton has irreverently called the moon; on the contrary, no 
head and face could look more sleek and healthy, and its expression-- which was 
chiefly confined to a pair of round and ruddy cheeks, the slight knot and 
interruptions forming the nose and eyes being scarcely worth mention--was one 
of jolly contentment, only tempered by that sense of personal dignity which 
usually made itself felt in his attitude and bearing.  This sense of dignity could 
hardly be considered excessive in a man who had been butler to "the family" for 
fifteen years, and who, in his present high position, was necessarily very much in 
contact with his inferiors.  How to reconcile his dignity with the satisfaction of 
his curiosity by walking towards the Green was the problem that Mr. Casson had 
been revolving in his mind for the last five minutes; but when he had partly 
solved it by taking his hands out of his pockets, and thrusting them into the 
armholes of his waistcoat, by throwing his head on one side, and providing 
himself with an air of contemptuous indifference to whatever might fall under 
his notice, his thoughts were diverted by the approach of the horseman whom 
we lately saw pausing to have another look at our friend Adam, and who now 
pulled up at the door of the Donnithorne Arms.%

"Take off the bridle and give him a drink, ostler," said the traveller to the lad 
in a smock-frock, who had come out of the yard at the sound of the horse's hoofs. 

"Why, what's up in your pretty village, landlord?" he continued, getting 
down.  "There seems to be quite a stir." 

"It's a Methodis' preaching, sir; it's been gev hout as a young woman's a-
going to preach on the Green," answered Mr. Casson, in a treble and wheezy 
voice, with a slightly mincing accent.  "Will you please to step in, sir, an' tek 
somethink?" 

"No, I must be getting on to Rosseter.  I only want a drink for my horse.  And 
what does your parson say, I wonder, to a young woman preaching just under 
his nose?" 
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ceased: (adj) finished. 
horseman: (n) cavalier, rider, jockey, 

horse fancier, horseback rider, 
trooper, trainer, knight, cavalryman, 
animal fancier, postilion. 

irreverently: (adv) profanely, 
blasphemously, impiously, 
sacrilegiously, impertinently, saucily, 
pertly, scathingly, sarcastically, 
mockingly, unreverently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) respectfully, 
reverentially. 

mincing: (adj) mince, prim, mannered, 
twee, pretentious, foppish, affected, 
la-di-da, simpering, nice, sentimental.

revolving: (adj) turning, rotating, 
vertiginous, rotary, gyratory, 
wheeling, rotative, rotatory, 
rotational; (n) revolution; (v) revolve.

ruddy: (adj) cherry, rubicund, rosy, 
flushed, florid, sanguine, reddish, 
glowing, blooming, crimson; (adj, 
adv) blushing. 

thirteen: (n) long dozen, large integer.

treble: (adj) threefold, ternary, triplex, 
thribble, double, dual, high, voce di 
testa, shrill; (adj, v) triple; (v) sing. 

tributary: (n) feeder, branch, affluent, 
arm, stream, brook, watercourse; (adj) 
secondary, subsidiary, contributory, 
subordinate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
original, primary, source. 

wheezy: (adj) asthmatic, wheezing, 
reedy, panting, noisy, gasping, 
puffing, reedlike, short of breath, 
winded, breathless. 
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"Parson Irwine, sir, doesn't live here; he lives at Brox'on, over the hill there.  
The parsonage here's a tumble-down place, sir, not fit for gentry to live in.  He 
comes here to preach of a Sunday afternoon, sir, an' puts up his hoss here.  It's a 
grey cob, sir, an' he sets great store by't.  He's allays put up his hoss here, sir, iver 
since before I hed the Donnithorne Arms.  I'm not this countryman, you may tell 
by my tongue, sir.  They're cur'ous talkers i' this country, sir; the gentry's hard 
work to hunderstand 'em.  I was brought hup among the gentry, sir, an' got the 
turn o' their tongue when I was a bye.  Why, what do you think the folks here 
says for 'hevn't you?'--the gentry, you know, says, 'hevn't you'--well, the people 
about here says 'hanna yey.' It's what they call the dileck as is spoke hereabout, 
sir.  That's what I've heared Squire Donnithorne say many a time; it's the dileck, 
says he."%

"Aye, aye," said the stranger, smiling.  "I know it very well.  But you've not 
got many Methodists about here, surely--in this agricultural spot? I should have 
thought there would hardly be such a thing as a Methodist to be found about 
here.  You're all farmers, aren't you? The Methodists can seldom lay much hold 
on them." 

"Why, sir, there's a pretty lot o' workmen round about, sir.  There's Mester 
Burge as owns the timber-yard over there, he underteks a good bit o' building an' 
repairs.  An' there's the stone-pits not far off.  There's plenty of emply i' this 
countryside, sir.  An' there's a fine batch o' Methodisses at Treddles'on--that's the 
market town about three mile off--you'll maybe ha' come through it, sir.  There's 
pretty nigh a score of 'em on the Green now, as come from there.  That's where 
our people gets it from, though there's only two men of 'em in all Hayslope: 
that's Will Maskery, the wheelwright, and Seth Bede, a young man as works at 
the carpenterin'." 

"The preacher comes from Treddleston, then, does she?" 
"Nay, sir, she comes out o' Stonyshire, pretty nigh thirty mile off.  But she's a-

visitin' hereabout at Mester Poyser's at the Hall Farm--it's them barns an' big 
walnut-trees, right away to the left, sir.  She's own niece to Poyser's wife, an' 
they'll be fine an' vexed at her for making a fool of herself i' that way.  But  I've 
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countryman: (n) peasant, villager, 
rustic, native, churl, compatriot, 
carle, fellow countryman, clown, 
hick, swain. ANTONYMS: (n) 
foreigner, outlander. 

folks: (n) people, folk, tribe, relations, 
household, house, relatives, relative, 
kindred, lineage, kin. 

gentry: (n) aristocracy, gentility, 
gentlefolk, nobility, elite, peerage, 
squirearchy, second estate, society, 
upper class. 

niece: (n) grandniece, aunt, brother's 
daughter, uncle, kinswoman. 

nigh: (adj, adv, prep) near; (adj, adv) 
close, nearly, almost, nearby, most, 
all but, about, adjacent; (prep) by; (adj) 
approximate. 

parsonage: (n) vicarage, rectory, 
residence, habitation, glebe house, 
glebe, dwelling house, dwelling, 
domicile, deanery, church house. 

repairs: (n) upkeep. 
tumble-down: (adj) run-down, shaky, 

rickety, decrepit. 
vexed: (adj) troubled, irritated, angry, 

pestered, peeved, harassed, sore, 
harried, uneasy, cross, offended. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
uncomplicated. 

wheelwright: (n) blacksmith, 
locksmith, sailmaker, Wright, 
bicycler, bicyclist, cyclist, sir 
Mortimer wheeler, wheel horse, sir 
Robert Eric Mortimer wheeler. 
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heared as there's no holding these Methodisses when the maggit's once got i' 
their head: many of 'em goes stark starin' mad wi' their religion.  Though this 
young woman's quiet enough to look at, by what I can make out; I've not seen 
her myself."%

"Well, I wish I had time to wait and see her, but I must get on.  I've been out 
of my way for the last twenty minutes to have a look at that place in the valley.  
It's Squire Donnithorne's, I suppose?" 

"Yes, sir, that's Donnithorne Chase, that is.  Fine hoaks there, isn't there, sir? I 
should know what it is, sir, for I've lived butler there a-going i' fifteen year.  It's 
Captain Donnithorne as is th' heir, sir--Squire Donnithorne's grandson.  He'll be 
comin' of hage this 'ay-'arvest, sir, an' we shall hev fine doin's.  He owns all the 
land about here, sir, Squire Donnithorne does." 

"Well, it's a pretty spot, whoever may own it," said the traveller, mounting 
his horse; "and one meets some fine strapping fellows about too.  I met as fine a 
young fellow as ever I saw in my life, about half an hour ago, before I came up 
the hill--a carpenter, a tall, broad-shouldered fellow with black hair and black 
eyes, marching along like a soldier.  We want such fellows as he to lick the 
French." 

"Aye, sir, that's Adam Bede, that is, I'll be bound--Thias Bede's son everybody 
knows him hereabout.  He's an uncommon clever stiddy fellow, an' wonderful 
strong.  Lord bless you, sir--if you'll hexcuse me for saying so--he can walk forty 
mile a-day, an' lift a matter o' sixty ston'.  He's an uncommon favourite wi' the 
gentry, sir: Captain Donnithorne and Parson Irwine meks a fine fuss wi' him.  
But he's a little lifted up an' peppery-like." 

"Well, good evening to you, landlord; I must get on." 
"Your servant, sir; good evenin'." 
The traveller put his horse into a quick walk up the village, but when he 

approached the Green, the beauty of the view that lay on his right hand, the 
singular contrast presented by the groups of villagers with the knot of 
Methodists near the maple, and perhaps yet more, curiosity to see the young 
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a-day: (n) target date. 
bless: (v) consecrate, celebrate, 

sanctify, anoint, eulogize, sign, 
praise, keep, grant, glorify; (n) 
blessing. ANTONYMS: (v) curse, 
condemn, disapprove, damn, 
disallow, deny. 

came: (v) arrive, come. 
carpenter: (n) woodman, woodsman, 

woodworker, Joseph; (v) build. 
fellows: (n) fellow, membership, 

faculty. 

knot: (n) bow, cluster, lump, gang, 
joint; (v) entangle, knit, bind; (n, v) 
tie, loop, tangle. ANTONYMS: (v) 
unravel, undo, unknot, disentangle. 

lick: (n, v) lap; (v) clobber, thrash, 
drub, beat, bat, defeat; (n) biff, jab, 
speed, dash. 

marching: (n) walking, mar, drill; (adj) 
ongoing, moving. 

mounting: (n, v) mount; (adj, n) 
climbing; (n) ascent, setting, climb, 
frame, assembly, chassis, framework, 

ascension; (adj, adv) rising. 
singular: (adj, n) extraordinary; (adj) 

odd, individual, particular, peculiar, 
phenomenal, rare, queer, single, 
quaint, exceptional. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ordinary, normal, together, 
usual, customary. 

strapping: (adj) brawny, burly, lusty, 
beefy, husky, powerful, robust, hefty, 
stout, strong; (n) strap. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) puny, weak, frail, feeble, 
delicate, slim. 
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female preacher, proved too much for his anxiety to get to the end of his journey, 
and he paused.%

The Green lay at the extremity of the village, and from it the road branched 
off in two directions, one leading farther up the hill by the church, and the other 
winding gently down towards the valley.  On the side of the Green that led 
towards the church, the broken line of thatched cottages was continued nearly to 
the churchyard gate; but on the opposite northwestern side, there was nothing to 
obstruct the view of gently swelling meadow, and wooded valley, and dark 
masses of distant hill.  That rich undulating district of Loamshire to which 
Hayslope belonged lies close to a grim outskirt of Stonyshire, overlooked by its 
barren hills as a pretty blooming sister may sometimes be seen linked in the arm 
of a rugged, tall, swarthy brother; and in two or three hours' ride the traveller 
might exchange a bleak treeless region, intersected by lines of cold grey stone, 
for one where his road wound under the shelter of woods, or up swelling hills, 
muffled with hedgerows and long meadow-grass and thick corn; and where at 
every turn he came upon some fine old country-seat nestled in the valley or 
crowning the slope, some homestead with its long length of barn and its cluster 
of golden ricks, some grey steeple looking out from a pretty confusion of trees 
and thatch and dark-red tiles.  It was just such a picture as this last that Hayslope 
Church had made to the traveller as he began to mount the gentle slope leading 
to its pleasant uplands, and now from his station near the Green he had before 
him in one view nearly all the other typical features of this pleasant land.  High 
up against the horizon were the huge conical masses of hill, like giant mounds 
intended to fortify this region of corn and grass against the keen and hungry 
winds of the north; not distant enough to be clothed in purple mystery, but with 
sombre greenish sides visibly specked with sheep, whose motion was only 
revealed by memory, not detected by sight; wooed from day to day by the 
changing hours, but responding with no change in themselves--left for ever grim 
and sullen after the flush of morning, the winged gleams of the April noonday, 
the parting crimson glory of the ripening summer sun.  And directly below them 
the eye rested on a more advanced line of hanging woods, divided by bright 
patches of pasture or furrowed crops, and not yet deepened into the uniform 
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deepened: (adj) concentrated, 
gathered. 

fortify: (n, v) brace, nerve, invigorate; 
(v) build up, confirm, consolidate, 
secure, buttress, encourage, reinforce, 
enhance. ANTONYMS: (v) subdue, 
disarm, enfeeble, demoralize, 
undermine. 

furrowed: (adj) wrinkled, lined, 
wrinkly, crumpled, corrugated, 
corrugate, furrowy, porcate, rugged, 
uneven. ANTONYM: (adj)  

unfurrowed. 
homestead: (n, v) farm; (n) home, 

abode, farmhouse, farmstead, 
dwelling, habitation, estate, demesne, 
homestall, house. 

intersected: (adj) decussated. 
nestled: (adj) closer, close. 
northwestern: (adj) northwesterly, 

western, westerner, north. 
outskirt: (n) outpost, edge, margin, 

suburb, border, periphery, city 
district, outer boundary. 

ripening: (n) ageing, maturement, 
development, mellowing, aging, 
maturing, mature, growing, growth, 
gestation, organic process. 

specked: (adj) speckled, flecked, 
stippled, dashed. 

swarthy: (adj) dusky, black, swart, 
sable, somber, dun, tawny, coloured, 
colored, atramentous; (n) brunette. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fair, light. 

treeless: (adj) bald, not wooded, 
unwooded. 
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leafy curtains of high summer, but still showing the warm tints of the young oak 
and the tender green of the ash and lime.  Then came the valley, where the 
woods grew thicker, as if they had rolled down and hurried together from the 
patches left smooth on the slope, that they might take the better care of the tall 
mansion which lifted its parapets and sent its faint blue summer smoke among 
them.  Doubtless there was a large sweep of park and a broad glassy pool in 
front of that mansion, but the swelling slope of meadow would not let our 
traveller see them from the village green.  He saw instead a foreground which 
was just as lovely--the level sunlight lying like transparent gold among the 
gently curving stems of the feathered grass and the tall red sorrel, and the white 
ambels of the hemlocks lining the bushy hedgerows.  It was that moment in 
summer when the sound of the scythe being whetted makes us cast more 
lingering looks at the flower-sprinkled tresses of the meadows.%

He might have seen other beauties in the landscape if he had turned a little in 
his saddle and looked eastward, beyond Jonathan Burge's pasture and woodyard 
towards the green corn-fields and walnut-trees of the Hall Farm; but apparently 
there was more interest for him in the living groups close at hand.  Every 
generation in the village was there, from old "Feyther Taft" in his brown worsted 
night-cap, who was bent nearly double, but seemed tough enough to keep on his 
legs a long while, leaning on his short stick, down to the babies with their little 
round heads lolling forward in quilted linen caps.  Now and then there was a 
new arrival; perhaps a slouching labourer, who, having eaten his supper, came 
out to look at the unusual scene with a slow bovine gaze, willing to hear what 
any one had to say in explanation of it, but by no means excited enough to ask a 
question.  But all took care not to join the Methodists on the Green, and identify 
themselves in that way with the expectant audience, for there was not one of 
them that would not have disclaimed the imputation of having come out to hear 
the "preacher woman"--they had only come out to see "what war a-goin' on, like."  
The men were chiefly gathered in the neighbourhood of the blacksmith's shop.  
But do not imagine them gathered in a knot.  Villagers never swarm: a whisper is 
unknown among them, and they seem almost as incapable of an undertone as a 
cow or a stag.  Your true rustic turns his back on his interlocutor, throwing a 
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eastward: (adj) eastbound, eastern; 
(adv) eastwards. 

eaten: (v) eat. 
expectant: (adj) hopeful, enceinte, 

anticipative, big, gravid, eager, 
heavy, confident, with child, 
watchful; (adj, v) pregnant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uninterested, 
apathetic, indifferent. 

feathered: (adj) plumy, plumelike, 
featherlike, plumose, plumed, 
plumaged, fledged, plumigerous,  

flighted, decorated; (v) fledge. 
imputation: (n) blame, charge, 

accusation, impeachment, attribution, 
ascription; (adj, n) slur; (adj) blot, 
reproach, stain, spot. 

interlocutor: (n) conversational 
partner, middleman, contact; (v) 
prolocutor. 

quilted: (adj) thick. 
scythe: (n) crotch, crutch, crane, 

elbow, ankle, fluke, groin, knee, 
zigzag; (n, v) sithe; (v) reap. 

slouching: (adj) clumsy, gross, rough, 
rude, rugged, awkward, slouchy, 
rickety, slumped. 

sorrel: (n) russet buff, shamrock, 
carroty, goatsfoot, oxalis, murrey, 
common sorrel, brown, pier, red 
sorrel, reddish brown. 

tresses: (n) locks, mop, head of hair. 
undertone: (n) undercurrent, murmur, 

tinge, nuance, whisper, suggestion, 
implication, connotation, overtone, 
association, hint. 
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question over his shoulder as if he meant to run away from the answer, and 
walking a step or two farther off when the interest of the dialogue culminates.  
So the group in the vicinity of the blacksmith's door was by no means a close 
one, and formed no screen in front of Chad Cranage, the blacksmith himself, 
who stood with his black brawny arms folded, leaning against the door-post, 
and occasionally sending forth a bellowing laugh at his own jokes, giving them a 
marked preference over the sarcasms of Wiry Ben, who had renounced the 
pleasures of the Holly Bush for the sake of seeing life under a new form.  But 
both styles of wit were treated with equal contempt by Mr. Joshua Rann.  Mr. 
Rann's leathern apron and subdued griminess can leave no one in any doubt 
that he is the village shoemaker; the thrusting out of his chin and stomach and 
the twirling of his thumbs are more subtle indications, intended to prepare 
unwary strangers for the discovery that they are in the presence of the parish 
clerk.  "Old Joshway," as he is irreverently called by his neighbours, is in a state 
of simmering indignation; but he has not yet opened his lips except to say, in a 
resounding bass undertone, like the tuning of a violoncello, "Sehon, King of the 
Amorites; for His mercy endureth for ever; and Og the King of Basan: for His 
mercy endureth for ever"--a quotation which may seem to have slight bearing on 
the present occasion, but, as with every other anomaly, adequate knowledge will 
show it to be a natural sequence.  Mr. Rann was inwardly maintaining the 
dignity of the Church in the face of this scandalous irruption of Methodism, and 
as that dignity was bound up with his own sonorous utterance of the responses, 
his argument naturally suggested a quotation from the psalm he had read the 
last Sunday afternoon.%

The stronger curiosity of the women had drawn them quite to the edge of the 
Green, where they could examine more closely the Quakerlike costume and odd 
deportment of the female Methodists.  Underneath the maple there was a small 
cart, which had been brought from the wheelwright's to serve as a pulpit, and 
round this a couple of benches and a few chairs had been placed.  Some of the 
Methodists were resting on these, with their eyes closed, as if wrapt in prayer or 
meditation.  Others chose to continue standing, and had turned their faces 
towards the villagers with a look of melancholy compassion, which was highly 
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bellowing: (n) roaring, roar, bellows, 
hollo, holloa, rout, yowl, boation, 
mugiency, hollering; (adj) mugient. 

brawny: (adj, n) hefty, burly; (adj) 
strong, athletic, sturdy, strapping, 
beefy, powerful, robust, stalwart, 
mighty. ANTONYMS: (adj) skinny, 
puny, weak, frail, powerless, delicate, 
feeble. 

deportment: (n, v) bearing, demeanor, 
conduct, carriage; (n) manner, 
attitude, demeanour, behaviour,  

comportment, dealing, air. 
griminess: (n) grubbiness, 

uncleanness, dinginess, muddiness, 
filthiness, discoloration. ANTONYM: 
(n) brightness. 

irruption: (n) inroad, incursion, 
outbreak, attack, intrusion, raid, 
influx, foray, irrupted, eruption, 
onset. 

simmering: (n, v) boiling; (v) burning, 
inextinguishable, irrepressible, 
volcanic, hissing, peaceful; (n)  

decoction, cookery, cooking; (adj) 
active. 

unwary: (adj, n) careless, incautious; 
(adj) heedless, thoughtless, 
unguarded, indiscreet, hasty, 
precipitate, imprudent, unsuspecting; 
(adj, v) unwatchful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cautious, mindful, heeding, 
prepared, suspicious, guarded. 

violoncello: (n) Cremona, tenor, 
bowed stringed instrument, bass, 
string. 
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amusing to Bessy Cranage, the blacksmith's buxom daughter, known to her 
neighbours as Chad's Bess, who wondered "why the folks war amakin' faces a 
that'ns." Chad's Bess was the object of peculiar compassion, because her hair, 
being turned back under a cap which was set at the top of her head, exposed to 
view an ornament of which she was much prouder than of her red cheeks--
namely, a pair of large round ear-rings with false garnets in them, ornaments 
condemned not only by the Methodists, but by her own cousin and namesake 
Timothy's Bess, who, with much cousinly feeling, often wished "them ear- rings" 
might come to good.%

Timothy's Bess, though retaining her maiden appellation among her 
familiars, had long been the wife of Sandy Jim, and possessed a handsome set of 
matronly jewels, of which it is enough to mention the heavy baby she was 
rocking in her arms, and the sturdy fellow of five in kneebreeches, and red legs, 
who had a rusty milk-can round his neck by way of drum, and was very 
carefully avoided by Chad's small terrier.  This young olive-branch, notorious 
under the name of Timothy's Bess's Ben, being of an inquiring disposition, 
unchecked by any false modesty, had advanced beyond the group of women and 
children, and was walking round the Methodists, looking up in their faces with 
his mouth wide open, and beating his stick against the milk-can by way of 
musical accompaniment.  But one of the elderly women bending down to take 
him by the shoulder, with an air of grave remonstrance, Timothy's Bess's Ben 
first kicked out vigorously, then took to his heels and sought refuge behind his 
father's legs. 

"Ye gallows young dog," said Sandy Jim, with some paternal pride, "if ye 
donna keep that stick quiet, I'll tek it from ye.  What dy'e mane by kickin' 
foulks?" 

"Here! Gie him here to me, Jim," said Chad Cranage; "I'll tie hirs up an' shoe 
him as I do th' hosses.  Well, Mester Casson," he continued, as that personage 
sauntered up towards the group of men, "how are ye t' naight?  Are ye coom t' 
help groon?  They say folks allays groon when they're hearkenin' to th' 
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appellation: (n) designation, 
denomination, title, name, nickname, 
epithet, moniker, term, appellative, 
cognomen, degree. 

buxom: (adj) bosomy, chubby, bonny, 
plump, sonsy, voluptuous, 
curvaceous, shapely, full, crummy, 
fat. ANTONYMS: (adj) skinny, bony. 

coom: (n) anticlinal valley. 
gallows: (n) gibbet, gallous, gallows-

bitts, hanging, noose, scaffold, halter, 
tree, rope, gallowstree, bough. 

inquiring: (adj) inquisitive, quizzical, 
interested, analytical, probing, 
intrusive; (adj, n) questioning; (v) 
inquire; (n) enquiry, question, 
examination. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninquiring. 

mane: (n) encolure, head of hair, crest, 
wool, tresses; (adj) brush, beard, 
ringlet, whisker, tress, moustache. 

matronly: (adj) grave, womanly, 
ladylike, wifely, sedate, matronlike, 
maidenly, anile, female. 

namesake: (n) somebody, someone, 
soul, human, mortal, individual, 
cognominal. 

personage: (n) person, notable, 
celebrity, personality, individual, 
bigwig, figure, somebody, human, 
character, being. 

remonstrance: (n) protest, 
expostulation, objection, dissuasion, 
censure, remonstration, 
reprehension, admonition, 
monstrance, mediation, dehortation. 
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Methodys, as if they war bad i' th' inside.  I mane to groon as loud as your cow 
did th' other naight, an' then the praicher 'ull think I'm i' th' raight way."%

"I'd advise you not to be up to no nonsense, Chad," said Mr. Casson, with 
some dignity; "Poyser wouldn't like to hear as his wife's niece was treated any 
ways disrespectful, for all he mayn't be fond of her taking on herself to preach." 

"Aye, an' she's a pleasant-looked un too," said Wiry Ben.  "I'll stick up for the 
pretty women preachin'; I know they'd persuade me over a deal sooner nor th' 
ugly men.  I shouldna wonder if I turn Methody afore the night's out, an' begin to 
coort the preacher, like Seth Bede." 

"Why, Seth's looking rether too high, I should think," said Mr. Casson.  "This 
woman's kin wouldn't like her to demean herself to a common carpenter." 

"Tchu!" said Ben, with a long treble intonation, "what's folks's kin got to do 
wi't?  Not a chip.  Poyser's wife may turn her nose up an' forget bygones, but this 
Dinah Morris, they tell me, 's as poor as iver she was--works at a mill, an's much 
ado to keep hersen.  A strappin' young carpenter as is a ready-made Methody, 
like Seth, wouldna be a bad match for her.  Why, Poysers make as big a fuss wi' 
Adam Bede as if he war a nevvy o' their own." 

"Idle talk! idle talk!" said Mr. Joshua Rann.  "Adam an' Seth's two men; you 
wunna fit them two wi' the same last." 

"Maybe," said Wiry Ben, contemptuously, "but Seth's the lad for me, though 
he war a Methody twice o'er.  I'm fair beat wi' Seth, for I've been teasin' him iver 
sin' we've been workin' together, an' he bears me no more malice nor a lamb.  An' 
he's a stout- hearted feller too, for when we saw the old tree all afire a- comin' 
across the fields one night, an' we thought as it war a boguy, Seth made no more 
ado, but he up to't as bold as a constable.  Why, there he comes out o' Will 
Maskery's; an' there's Will hisself, lookin' as meek as if he couldna knock a nail o' 
the head for fear o' hurtin't.  An' there's the pretty preacher woman! My eye, 
she's got her bonnet off.  I mun go a bit nearer." 

Several of the men followed Ben's lead, and the traveller pushed his horse on 
to the Green, as Dinah walked rather quickly and in advance of her companions 
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afire: (adj) flaming, burning, blazing, 
fiery, on fire, glowing, aflare, aflame, 
in flames, passionate; (adj, v) alight. 

contemptuously: (adv) scornfully, 
sneeringly, insultingly, 
disparagingly, superciliously, 
derisively, condescendingly, 
disrespectfully, haughtily, 
contumeliously, sardonically. 
ANTONYM: (adv) approvingly. 

demean: (v) abase, lower, disgrace, 
debase, humiliate, conduct, cheapen, 

disparage, humble, behave, mortify. 
ANTONYMS: (v) heighten, dignify, 
boost, idolize, upgrade, honor, 
enhance, elevate, uplift, praise, 
glorify. 

disrespectful: (adj) impertinent, 
insolent, impolite, impious, 
irreverent, contemptuous, 
sacrilegious, audacious, uncivil, rude, 
bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) deferential, 
gracious, reverent, courteous, 
mannered, mannerly, pious, polite. 

feller: (n) chap, faller, fella, fellow, 
lumberjack, logger, dude, Dick, 
woodcutter, guy, comrade. 

meek: (adj) lowly, docile, gentle, tame, 
low, submissive, compliant, mild, 
modest, quiet, kind. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) assertive, bossy, haughty, 
arrogant, overbearing, rebellious, 
disobedient, wild, harsh, brash. 

o'er: (adv) on, upon, across. 
ready-made: (adj) reach-me-down, 

trite. 
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towards %the cart under the maple-tree.  While she was near Seth's tall figure, she 
looked short, but when she had mounted the cart, and was away from all 
comparison, she seemed above the middle height of woman, though in reality 
she did not exceed it--an effect which was due to the slimness of her figure and 
the simple line of her black stuff dress.  The stranger was struck with surprise as 
he saw her approach and mount the cart--surprise, not so much at the feminine 
delicacy of her appearance, as at the total absence of self-consciousness in her 
demeanour.  He had made up his mind to see her advance with a measured step 
and a demure solemnity of countenance; he had felt sure that her face would be 
mantled with the smile of conscious saintship, or else charged with 
denunciatory bitterness.  He knew but two types of Methodist--the ecstatic and 
the bilious.  But Dinah walked as simply as if she were going to market, and 
seemed as unconscious of her outward appearance as a little boy: there was no 
blush, no tremulousness, which said, "I know you think me a pretty woman, too 
young to preach"; no casting up or down of the eyelids, no compression of the 
lips, no attitude of the arms that said, "But you must think of me as a saint." She 
held no book in her ungloved hands, but let them hang down lightly crossed 
before her, as she stood and turned her grey eyes on the people.  There was no 
keenness in the eyes; they seemed rather to be shedding love than making 
observations; they had the liquid look which tells that the mind is full of what it 
has to give out, rather than impressed by external objects.  She stood with her left 
hand towards the descending sun, and leafy boughs screened her from its rays; 
but in this sober light the delicate colouring of her face seemed to gather a calm 
vividness, like flowers at evening.  It was a small oval face, of a uniform 
transparent whiteness, with an egglike line of cheek and chin, a full but firm 
mouth, a delicate nostril, and a low perpendicular brow, surmounted by a rising 
arch of parting between smooth locks of pale reddish hair.  The hair was drawn 
straight back behind the ears, and covered, except for an inch or two above the 
brow, by a net Quaker cap.  The eyebrows, of the same colour as the hair, were 
perfectly horizontal and firmly pencilled; the eyelashes, though no darker, were 
long and abundant--nothing was left blurred or unfinished.  It was one of those 
faces that make one think of white flowers with light touches of colour on their 
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bilious: (adj) atrabilious, liverish, 
dyspeptic, queasy, irascible, 
saturnine, touchy, testy, splenetic, 
peppery; (v) jaundiced. 

denunciatory: (adj) denunciative, 
comminatory, abusive, objurgatory, 
threatening, reproachful, minatory, 
clamorous; (v) condemnatory, 
damnatory, vituperative. 

eyelashes: (n) cilia. 
keenness: (n) ardor, eagerness, 

enthusiasm, acumen, sharpness, zeal, 

acuity, quickness, diligence, fervor; 
(n, v) edge. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unwillingness, dullness, indifference, 
faintness, dislike, patience, 
reluctance. 

mantled: (adj) clothed, cloaked, 
covered, absorbed, clad, disguised, 
engrossed, intent, wrapped, 
enwrapped. 

nostril: (n) flue, chimney, funnel, 
weasand, nozzle, port, throat, 
trachea, naris, anterior naris, nare. 

pencilled: (adj) penciled. 
saintship: (n) sainthood. 
slimness: (n) thinness, fineness, 

slightness, leanness, tenuity, delicacy, 
pettiness, narrowness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) width, thickness. 

surmounted: (adj) beaten. 
vividness: (n) strength, colour, color, 

chroma, saturation, brightness, 
vividity, vivacity, brilliance, clarity, 
vibrancy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
vagueness, weakness. 
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pure petals.  The eyes had no peculiar beauty, beyond that of expression; they 
looked so simple, so candid, so gravely loving, that no accusing scowl, no light 
sneer could help melting away before their glance.  Joshua Rann gave a long 
cough, as if he were clearing his throat in order to come to a new understanding 
with himself; Chad Cranage lifted up his leather skull-cap and scratched his 
head; and Wiry Ben wondered how Seth had the pluck to think of courting her.%

"A sweet woman," the stranger said to himself, "but surely nature never 
meant her for a preacher." 

Perhaps he was one of those who think that nature has theatrical properties 
and, with the considerate view of facilitating art and psychology, "makes up," her 
characters, so that there may be no mistake about them.  But Dinah began to 
speak. 

"Dear friends," she said in a clear but not loud voice "let us pray for a 
blessing." 

She closed her eyes, and hanging her head down a little continued in the 
same moderate tone, as if speaking to some one quite near her: "Saviour of 
sinners!  When a poor woman laden with sins, went out to the well to draw 
water, she found Thee sitting at the well.  She knew Thee not; she had not sought 
Thee; her mind was dark; her life was unholy.  But Thou didst speak to her, 
Thou didst teach her, Thou didst show her that her life lay open before Thee, and 
yet Thou wast ready to give her that blessing which she had never sought.  Jesus, 
Thou art in the midst of us, and Thou knowest all men: if there is any here like 
that poor woman--if their minds are dark, their lives unholy--if they have come 
out not seeking Thee, not desiring to be taught; deal with them according to the 
free mercy which Thou didst show to her Speak to them, Lord, open their ears to 
my message, bring their sins to their minds, and make them thirst for that 
salvation which Thou art ready to give. 

"Lord, Thou art with Thy people still: they see Thee in the night- watches, 
and their hearts burn within them as Thou talkest with them by the way.  And 
Thou art near to those who have not known Thee: open their eyes that they may 
see Thee--see Thee weeping over them, and saying 'Ye will not come unto me 
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according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, 
conformable, consistent, 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) 
correspondingly, accordingly. 

candid: (adj) blunt, outspoken, 
ingenuous, direct, sincere, open, 
forthright, artless, equitable, honest, 
guileless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
scheming, tricky, artful, deceitful, 
dishonest, guarded, indirect, 
insincere, inhibited, disingenuous,  

evasive. 
courting: (n) wooing, courtship, 

bundling, appeal, attraction, case, 
causa, cause, flirtation, suit. 

desiring: (adj) envious, insatiable, 
desirous, eager; (adv) fleshly. 

pluck: (adj, n) nerve; (v) cull, jerk, 
gather, pick, fleece, grab; (n) grit, 
courage, boldness; (n, v) pull. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
gutlessness; (v) undercharge. 

scowl: (n, v) glare, grimace, roar,  

sneer; (v) glower, pout, lower, sulk; 
(adj) black looks, mumps; (n) growl. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) grin. 

sneer: (n, v) deride, jeer, scorn, flout, 
ridicule, scoff, mock, leer, grimace, 
gird; (n) smirk. 

unholy: (adj) wicked, sinful, 
unhallowed, profane, fiendish, 
impious, diabolic, infernal, 
unsanctified, evil; (adv) wickedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reasonable, pious, 
godly, sensible, religious. 
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that ye might have life'--see Thee hanging on the cross and saying, 'Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do'--see Thee as Thou wilt come 
again in Thy glory to judge them at the last.  Amen." 

Dinah opened her eyes again and paused, looking at the group of villagers, 
who were now gathered rather more closely on her right hand.%

"Dear friends," she began, raising her voice a little, "you have all of you been 
to church, and I think you must have heard the clergyman read these words: 
'The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the 
gospel to the poor.'  Jesus Christ spoke those words--he said he came to preach the 
gospel to the poor.  I don't know whether you ever thought about those words 
much, but I will tell you when I remember first hearing them.  It was on just such 
a sort of evening as this, when I was a little girl, and my aunt as brought me up 
took me to hear a good man preach out of doors, just as we are here.  I remember 
his face well: he was a very old man, and had very long white hair; his voice was 
very soft and beautiful, not like any voice I had ever heard before.  I was a little 
girl and scarcely knew anything, and this old man seemed to me such a different 
sort of a man from anybody I had ever seen before that I thought he had perhaps 
come down from the sky to preach to us, and I said, 'Aunt, will he go back to the 
sky to-night, like the picture in the Bible?' 

"That man of God was Mr. Wesley, who spent his life in doing what our 
blessed Lord did--preaching the Gospel to the poor--and he entered into his rest 
eight years ago.  I came to know more about him years after, but I was a foolish 
thoughtless child then, and I remembered only one thing he told us in his 
sermon.  He told us as 'Gospel' meant 'good news.'  The Gospel, you know, is 
what the Bible tells us about God. 

"Think of that now!  Jesus Christ did really come down from heaven, as I, like 
a silly child, thought Mr. Wesley did; and what he came down for was to tell 
good news about God to the poor.  Why, you and me, dear friends, are poor.  We 
have been brought up in poor cottages and have been reared on oat-cake, and 
lived coarse; and we haven't been to school much, nor read books, and we don't 
know much about anything but what happens just round us.  We are just the sort 
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anointed: (adj) hallowed, divine, 
greasy; (v) anoint. 

books: (n) notebook, account, ledger, 
literature, accountancy. 

clergyman: (n) minister, chaplain, 
priest, pastor, churchman, preacher, 
parson, rector, dominie, vicar; (adj) 
divine. ANTONYMS: (n) layman, 
layperson. 

coarse: (adj) vulgar, boorish, rough, 
brutal, crude, gross, common, earthy, 
blunt, bawdy; (adj, v) harsh.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) sophisticated, 
refined, smooth, polite, soft, civil, 
cultured, delicate, fine, genteel, 
gentlemanly. 

gospel: (n) creed, dogma, tenet, 
gospels, evangel, truth, doctrine, 
church doctrine, gospel truth, 
veracity; (adj) pope. 

sermon: (n) discourse, oration, speech, 
address, homily, preachment, 
harangue, preaching, exhortation, 
predication; (n, v) lecture. 

thoughtless: (adj, v) careless, heedless, 
rash, improvident; (adj) reckless, 
inattentive, hasty, unthinking, 
negligent, neglectful, imprudent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) considerate, 
considered, heedful, prudent, kind, 
cautious, mindful, responsible, 
attentive, observant, sensible. 

wilt: (v) flag, shrivel, sag, weaken, 
fade, languish, dry, wither, collapse, 
tire; (n) wilting. ANTONYMS: (v) 
flourish, rise, rally. 
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of people that want to hear good news.  For when anybody's well off, they don't 
much mind about hearing news from distant parts; but if a poor man or woman's 
in trouble and has hard work to make out a living, they like to have a letter to tell 
'em they've got a friend as will help 'em.  To be sure, we can't help knowing 
something about God, even if we've never heard the Gospel, the good news that 
our Saviour brought us.  For we know everything comes from God: don't you 
say almost every day, 'This and that will happen, please God,' and 'We shall 
begin to cut the grass soon, please God to send us a little more sunshine'?  We 
know very well we are altogether in the hands of God.  We didn't bring 
ourselves into the world, we can't keep ourselves alive while we're sleeping; the 
daylight, and the wind, and the corn, and the cows to give us milk--everything 
we have comes from God.  And he gave us our souls and put love between 
parents and children, and husband and wife.  But is that as much as we want to 
know about God? We see he is great and mighty, and can do what he will: we 
are lost, as if we was struggling in great waters, when we try to think of him.%

"But perhaps doubts come into your mind like this: Can God take much 
notice of us poor people?  Perhaps he only made the world for the great and the 
wise and the rich.  It doesn't cost him much to give us our little handful of victual 
and bit of clothing; but how do we know he cares for us any more than we care 
for the worms and things in the garden, so as we rear our carrots and onions?  
Will God take care of us when we die?  And has he any comfort for us when we 
are lame and sick and helpless?  Perhaps, too, he is angry with us; else why does 
the blight come, and the bad harvests, and the fever, and all sorts of pain and 
trouble?  For our life is full of trouble, and if God sends us good, he seems to 
send bad too.  How is it?  How is it? 

"Ah, dear friends, we are in sad want of good news about God; and what 
does other good news signify if we haven't that?  For everything else comes to 
an end, and when we die we leave it all.  But God lasts when everything else is 
gone.  What shall we do if he is not our friend?" 
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blight: (n, v) blast, decay, plague; (v) 
damage, wither, blemish, perish; (n) 
bane, pest, curse, rust. ANTONYMS: 
(v) aid, help, guard, protect, enhance, 
improve; (n) health, boon, bounty. 

cows: (n) cattle, cow, bull, ox, oxen, 
Bos Taurus, bullock, beef, Cowes, 
steer, milker. 

doubts: (adj) doubting. 
fever: (n) malaria, delirium, pyrexia, 

heat, frenzy, feverishness, febricity, 
Bilious typhoid fever, Levant fever,  

Hectic infantile fever, Typhoid fever.
helpless: (adj, v) forlorn, destitute, 

abandoned; (adj) powerless, weak, 
defenseless, disabled, impotent, 
feeble, hopeless, unable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, 
independent, capable, invulnerable, 
armed, powerful, impervious. 

lame: (adj) crippled, disabled, halting, 
feeble, halt, weak, paralytic; (adj, n) 
game; (adj, v) paralyze, maim, 
becripple. 

mighty: (adj) immense, huge, grand, 
intense, high, big, forcible, strong, 
large, great; (adj, adv) powerful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) puny, tiny, weak, 
insignificant. 

signify: (n, v) intend, mark; (adj, n, v) 
import; (v) imply, indicate, denote, 
point, stand for, express, intimate, 
matter. 

victual: (v) provision, feed, supply, 
cater, furnish, purvey; (n) pabulum, 
edible, sustenance, victuals, eatable. 
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Then Dinah told how the good news had been brought, and how the mind of 
God towards the poor had been made manifest in the life of Jesus, dwelling on 
its lowliness and its acts of mercy.%

"So you see, dear friends," she went on, "Jesus spent his time almost all in 
doing good to poor people; he preached out of doors to them, and he made 
friends of poor workmen, and taught them and took pains with them.  Not but 
what he did good to the rich too, for he was full of love to all men, only he saw as 
the poor were more in want of his help.  So he cured the lame and the sick and 
the blind, and he worked miracles to feed the hungry because, he said, he was 
sorry for them; and he was very kind to the little children and comforted those 
who had lost their friends; and he spoke very tenderly to poor sinners that were 
sorry for their sins. 

"Ah, wouldn't you love such a man if you saw him--if he were here in this 
village?  What a kind heart he must have!  What a friend he would be to go to in 
trouble!  How pleasant it must be to be taught by him. 

"Well, dear friends, who was this man?  Was he only a good man--a very 
good man, and no more--like our dear Mr. Wesley, who has been taken from 
us?...He was the Son of God--'in the image of the Father,' the Bible says; that 
means, just like God, who is the beginning and end of all things--the God we 
want to know about.  So then, all the love that Jesus showed to the poor is the 
same love that God has for us.  We can understand what Jesus felt, because he 
came in a body like ours and spoke words such as we speak to each other.  We 
were afraid to think what God was before-- the God who made the world and 
the sky and the thunder and lightning.  We could never see him; we could only 
see the things he had made; and some of these things was very terrible, so as we 
might well tremble when we thought of him.  But our blessed Saviour has 
showed us what God is in a way us poor ignorant people can understand; he has 
showed us what God's heart is, what are his feelings towards us. 

"But let us see a little more about what Jesus came on earth for.  Another time 
he said, 'I came to seek and to save that which was lost'; and another time, 'I 
came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.' 
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comforted: (adj) thankful, pleased, 
comfortable, calmed. 

dwelling: (n) domicile, home, 
residence, house, place, 
accommodation, address, building, 
lodge, habitation; (adj, n) dwell. 

ignorant: (adj) unconscious, unwitting, 
rude, illiterate, uneducated, blind, 
dull, unaware, uninformed, 
unlearned, innocent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) conscious, versed, cultured, 
educated, informed, wary, literate,  

aware, polite. 
lowliness: (n) humility, humbleness, 

meekness, weakness, lowlihood, 
resignation. 

pains: (n) nisus, labor, trouble, effort, 
exertion, labour, pain, care, struggle, 
attempt, strain. 

righteous: (adj) fair, right, good, 
moral, virtuous, honest, just, correct, 
honorable; (adj, n) pious, godly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) immoral, wicked, 
unrighteous, bad, corrupt, unethical, 

unjust, wrong, poor. 
tenderly: (adv) softly, kindly, 

delicately, affectionately, fondly, 
warmly, painfully, sensitively, 
caringly, sympathetically, gently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) roughly, 
severely, disapprovingly, harshly. 

tremble: (adj, n, v) shiver; (n, v) quiver, 
shudder, thrill, palpitate; (adj, v) 
totter, quake; (n) throb; (v) flutter, 
quail, falter. ANTONYMS: (v) steady, 
calm. 
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"The lost!...Sinners!...Ah, dear friends, does that mean you and me?"%

Hitherto the traveller had been chained to the spot against his will by the 
charm of Dinah's mellow treble tones, which had a variety of modulation like 
that of a fine instrument touched with the unconscious skill of musical instinct.  
The simple things she said seemed like novelties, as a melody strikes us with a 
new feeling when we hear it sung by the pure voice of a boyish chorister; the 
quiet depth of conviction with which she spoke seemed in itself an evidence for 
the truth of her message.  He saw that she had thoroughly arrested her hearers.  
The villagers had pressed nearer to her, and there was no longer anything but 
grave attention on all faces.  She spoke slowly, though quite fluently, often 
pausing after a question, or before any transition of ideas.  There was no change 
of attitude, no gesture; the effect of her speech was produced entirely by the 
inflections of her voice, and when she came to the question, "Will God take care 
of us when we die?" she uttered it in such a tone of plaintive appeal that the 
tears came into some of the hardest eyes.  The stranger had ceased to doubt, as he 
had done at the first glance, that she could fix the attention of her rougher 
hearers, but still he wondered whether she could have that power of rousing 
their more violent emotions, which must surely be a necessary seal of her 
vocation as a Methodist preacher, until she came to the words, "Lost!-- Sinners!" 
when there was a great change in her voice and manner.  She had made a long 
pause before the exclamation, and the pause seemed to be filled by agitating 
thoughts that showed themselves in her features.  Her pale face became paler; 
the circles under her eyes deepened, as they did when tears half-gather without 
falling; and the mild loving eyes took an expression of appalled pity, as if she 
had suddenly discerned a destroying angel hovering over the heads of the 
people.  Her voice became deep and muffled, but there was still no gesture.  
Nothing could be less like the ordinary type of the Ranter than Dinah.  She was 
not preaching as she heard others preach, but speaking directly from her own 
emotions and under the inspiration of her own simple faith. 

But now she had entered into a new current of feeling.  Her manner became 
less calm, her utterance more rapid and agitated, as she tried to bring home to 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

agitating: (adj) stirring, provoking, 
poignant, vexatious, sensational, 
provocative, afflictive, terrific. 

boyish: (adj) young, puerile, 
adolescent, youthful, babyish, 
childish, girlish, kittenish, boylike, 
callow, immature. ANTONYM: (adj) 
mature. 

chained: (adj) in chains, enchained, 
bound. 

chorister: (n) choirboy, singer, 
quirister , choir, vocalist, quire,  

chorist. 
fluently: (adv) easily, glibly, 

eloquently, liquidly, flowingly, 
articulately, clearly, persuasively, 
verbosely, talkatively, fluidly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) awkwardly. 

heard: (n) hearing. 
hovering: (adj) suspended, poised, 

impending, flying, high. 
modulation: (n) accent, inflection, 

transition, passage, change, variation, 
am, regulation, conditioning,  

suspension, transmission. 
novelties: (n) odds and ends. 
plaintive: (adj) pathetic, piteous, 

lugubrious, doleful, sad, wistful, 
sorrowful, woeful, elegiac, dolorous, 
lamentable. 

rousing: (adj) stirring, provocative, 
bracing, thrilling, inspiring, 
exhilarating, moving; (n) awakening, 
wakening, stimulation; (v) rouse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conciliatory, dull, 
relaxing. 
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the people their guilt their wilful darkness, their state of disobedience to God--as 
she dwelt on the hatefulness of sin, the Divine holiness, and the sufferings of 
the Saviour, by which a way had been opened for their salvation.  At last it 
seemed as if, in her yearning desire to reclaim the lost sheep, she could not be 
satisfied by addressing her hearers as a body.  She appealed first to one and then 
to another, beseeching them with tears to turn to God while there was yet time; 
painting to them the desolation of their souls, lost in sin, feeding on the husks of 
this miserable world, far away from God their Father; and then the love of the 
Saviour, who was waiting and watching for their return.%

There was many a responsive sigh and groan from her fellow- Methodists, 
but the village mind does not easily take fire, and a little smouldering vague 
anxiety that might easily die out again was the utmost effect Dinah's preaching 
had wrought in them at present.  Yet no one had retired, except the children and 
"old Feyther Taft," who being too deaf to catch many words, had some time ago 
gone back to his inglenook.  Wiry Ben was feeling very uncomfortable, and 
almost wishing he had not come to hear Dinah; he thought what she said would 
haunt him somehow.  Yet he couldn't help liking to look at her and listen to her, 
though he dreaded every moment that she would fix her eyes on him and 
address him in particular.  She had already addressed Sandy Jim, who was now 
holding the baby to relieve his wife, and the big soft-hearted man had rubbed 
away some tears with his fist, with a confused intention of being a better fellow, 
going less to the Holly Bush down by the Stone-pits, and cleaning himself more 
regularly of a Sunday. 

In front of Sandy Jim stood Chad's Bess, who had shown an unwonted 
quietude and fixity of attention ever since Dinah had begun to speak.  Not that 
the matter of the discourse had arrested her at once, for she was lost in a 
puzzling speculation as to what pleasure and satisfaction there could be in life to 
a young woman who wore a cap like Dinah's.  Giving up this inquiry in despair, 
she took to studying Dinah's nose, eyes, mouth, and hair, and wondering 
whether it was better to have such a sort of pale face as that, or fat red cheeks 
and round black eyes like her own.  But gradually the influence of the general 
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beseeching: (adj) begging, suppliant, 
imploring, pleading, precative, 
supplicatory, precatory, importunate; 
(n) prayer; (v) plead; (adv) 
beseechingly. ANTONYM: (adj) 
imperative. 

dwelt: (v) dwell, inhabit. 
fixity: (n) fixedness, fastness, firmness, 

fixing, immutability, constancy, 
inalterability, inflexibility, 
immobility, stronghold, fixture. 

hatefulness: (n) odiousness,  

frightfulness, horror, rancor, 
objectionableness, wrath, malice, 
disgust, awfulness, atrociousness, 
dreadfulness. 

holiness: (n) sanctity, godliness, piety, 
religion, righteousness, goodness, 
devotion, divinity, faithfulness, 
halidom; (adj, n) religiousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wickedness, 
unholiness. 

inglenook: (n) hearth, corner. 
quietude: (n) quietness, calmness,  

peace, composure, placidity, 
tranquility, repose, serenity, 
tranquillity, hush, silence. 

smouldering: (adj) live, angry. 
soft-hearted: (adj) sympathetic, tender, 

warm, lenient, compassionate, 
merciful, clement, sentimental. 

unwonted: (adj) unaccustomed, rare, 
unusual, unused, infrequent, 
uncustomary, singular, 
extraordinary, scarce, unaccountable, 
remarkable. 
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gravity told upon her, and she became conscious of what Dinah was saying.  The 
gentle tones, the loving persuasion, did not touch her, but when the more severe 
appeals came she began to be frightened.  Poor Bessy had always been 
considered a naughty girl; she was conscious of it; if it was necessary to be very 
good, it was clear she must be in a bad way.  She couldn't find her places at 
church as Sally Rann could, she had often been tittering when she "curcheyed" to 
Mr. Irwine; and these religious deficiencies were accompanied by a 
corresponding slackness in the minor morals, for Bessy belonged 
unquestionably to that unsoaped lazy class of feminine characters with whom 
you may venture to "eat an egg, an apple, or a nut."  All this she was generally 
conscious of, and hitherto had not been greatly ashamed of it.  But now she 
began to feel very much as if the constable had come to take her up and carry her 
before the justice for some undefined offence.  She had a terrified sense that God, 
whom she had always thought of as very far off, was very near to her, and that 
Jesus was close by looking at her, though she could not see him.  For Dinah had 
that belief in visible manifestations of Jesus, which is common among the 
Methodists, and she communicated it irresistibly to her hearers: she made them 
feel that he was among them bodily, and might at any moment show himself to 
them in some way that would strike anguish and penitence into their hearts.%

"See!" she exclaimed, turning to the left, with her eyes fixed on a point above 
the heads of the people.  "See where our blessed Lord stands and weeps and 
stretches out his arms towards you.  Hear what he says: 'How often would I 
have gathered you as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not!'...and ye would not," she repeated, in a tone of pleading reproach, 
turning her eyes on the people again.  "See the print of the nails on his dear 
hands and feet.  It is your sins that made them!  Ah!  How pale and worn he 
looks!  He has gone through all that great agony in the garden, when his soul 
was exceeding sorrowful even unto death, and the great drops of sweat fell like 
blood to the ground.  They spat upon him and buffeted him, they scourged him, 
they mocked him, they laid the heavy cross on his bruised shoulders.  Then they 
nailed him up.  Ah, what pain!  His lips are parched with thirst, and they mock 
him still in this great agony; yet with those parched lips he prays for them, 
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irresistibly: (adv) charmingly, 
necessarily, overwhelmingly, 
charismatically, fiercely, temptingly, 
overpoweringly, appealingly, 
beguilingly. 

nailed: (adj) fixed, tight, stationary, 
stable, secure, decided, firm, 
immobile. 

parched: (adj, n) thirsty; (adj) arid, 
adust, torrid, barren, desiccated, 
dehydrated, scorched, baked, 
withered, shriveled. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) quenched, humid. 
penitence: (n) penance, compunction, 

regret, contrition, remorse, rue, 
sorrow, atonement, grief, expiation, 
contriteness. 

slackness: (n) slack, laxness, 
negligence, carelessness, neglect, 
laziness, laxity, slump, softness, 
inattention, bagginess. ANTONYMS: 
(n) tightness, tone, strictness, 
firmness, attention. 

sorrowful: (adj) melancholy, doleful,  

sad, rueful, lugubrious, gloomy, 
dreary, grievous, piteous, unhappy, 
mournful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, content, joyful, successful. 

stretches: (adj) stretched. 
tittering: (adj) thoriated; (n) laughter. 
undefined: (adj) indeterminate, 

indistinct, obscure, shadowy, 
uncertain, vague, unspecified, 
ambiguous, unlimited, inexact, 
neutral. ANTONYMS: (adj) defined, 
exact, constrained. 
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'Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.' Then a horror of great 
darkness fell upon him, and he felt what sinners feel when they are for ever shut 
out from God.  That was the last drop in the cup of bitterness.  'My God, my 
God!' he cries, 'why hast Thou forsaken me?' 

"All this he bore for you!  For you--and you never think of him; for you--and 
you turn your backs on him; you don't care what he has gone through for you.  
Yet he is not weary of toiling for you: he has risen from the dead, he is praying 
for you at the right hand of God--'Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.'  And he is upon this earth too; he is among us; he is there close to you 
now; I see his wounded body and his look of love." 

Here Dinah turned to Bessy Cranage, whose bonny youth and evident vanity 
had touched her with pity.%

"Poor child!  Poor child!  He is beseeching you, and you don't listen to him.  
You think of ear-rings and fine gowns and caps, and you never think of the 
Saviour who died to save your precious soul.  Your cheeks will be shrivelled one 
day, your hair will be grey, your poor body will be thin and tottering!  Then you 
will  begin to feel that your soul is not saved; then you will have to stand before 
God dressed in your sins, in your evil tempers and vain thoughts.  And Jesus, 
who stands ready to help you now, won't help you then; because you won't have 
him to be your Saviour, he will be your judge.  Now he looks at you with love 
and mercy and says, 'Come to me that you may have life'; then he will turn away 
from you, and say, 'Depart from me into ever-lasting fire!'" 

Poor Bessy's wide-open black eyes began to fill with tears, her great red 
cheeks and lips became quite pale, and her face was distorted like a little child's 
before a burst of crying. 

"Ah, poor blind child!" Dinah went on, "think if it should happen to you as it 
once happened to a servant of God in the days of her vanity.  She thought of her 
lace caps and saved all her money to buy 'em; she thought nothing about how 
she might get a clean heart and a right spirit--she only wanted to have better lace 
than other girls.  And one day when she put her new cap on and looked in the 
glass, she saw a bleeding Face crowned with thorns.  That face is looking at you 
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bonny: (adj) fine, comely, bonnie, 
lovely, neat, beautiful, bunny, Idzo, 
pleasant, dainty, becoming. 

crowned: (adj) laureled, fulfilled, 
browbound, incoronate, successful. 

forsaken: (adj) deserted, abandoned, 
lonely, forlorn, derelict, desert, 
empty, solitary, friendless; (adj, v) 
jilted; (v) crossed in love. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unforsaken. 

praying: (n) prayer. 
risen: (v) uprise. 

shrivelled: (adj) shriveled, withered, 
wizened, shrunken, sere, sear, thin, 
lean, dry, shrunk, dryer. 

toiling: (adj) labouring, drudging, 
busy. 

tottering: (adj) unsteady, ramshackle, 
easily shaken, tottery, sick, rocky, 
broken, trembling, cracked; (v) 
drooping; (n) convulsion. 

vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 
fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
ineffectual, unproductive,  

narcissistic; (adj, v) useless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
possible, persuasive, selfless, fruitful, 
humble, useful, responsible, 
worthwhile, effective. 

vanity: (n) egotism, pride, emptiness, 
arrogance, futility, inanity, vainglory, 
conceitedness, pretension, 
pomposity; (adj, n) amour propre. 
ANTONYMS: (n) selflessness, 
humility, importance, value, 
effectiveness. 
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now"--here Dinah pointed to a spot close in front of Bessy--"Ah, tear off those 
follies!  Cast them away from you, as if they were stinging adders.  They are 
stinging you--they are poisoning your soul--they are dragging you down into a 
dark bottomless pit, where you will sink for ever, and for ever, and for ever, 
further away from light and God." 

Bessy could bear it no longer: a great terror was upon her, and wrenching her 
ear-rings from her ears, she threw them down before her, sobbing aloud.  Her 
father, Chad, frightened lest he should be "laid hold on" too, this impression on 
the rebellious Bess striking him as nothing less than a miracle, walked hastily 
away and began to work at his anvil by way of reassuring himself.  "Folks mun 
ha' hoss-shoes, praichin' or no praichin': the divil canna lay hould o' me for that," 
he muttered to himself.%

But now Dinah began to tell of the joys that were in store for the penitent, 
and to describe in her simple way the divine peace and love with which the soul 
of the believer is filled--how the sense of God's love turns poverty into riches and 
satisfies the soul so that no uneasy desire vexes it, no fear alarms it: how, at last, 
the very temptation to sin is extinguished, and heaven is begun upon earth, 
because no cloud passes between the soul and God, who is its eternal sun. 

"Dear friends," she said at last, "brothers and sisters, whom I love as those for 
whom my Lord has died, believe me, I know what this great blessedness is; and 
because I know it, I want you to have it too.  I am poor, like you: I have to get my 
living with my hands; but no lord nor lady can be so happy as me, if they haven't 
got the love of God in their souls.  Think what it is--not to hate anything but sin; 
to be full of love to every creature; to be frightened at nothing; to be sure that all 
things will turn to good; not to mind pain, because it is our Father's will; to know 
that nothing--no, not if the earth was to be burnt up, or the waters come and 
drown us--nothing could part us from God who loves us, and who fills our souls 
with peace and joy, because we are sure that whatever he wills is holy, just, and 
good. 

"Dear friends, come and take this blessedness; it is offered to you; it is the 
good news that Jesus came to preach to the poor.  It is not like the riches of this 
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anvil: (n) stithy, anvil blade, fulciment, 
block, stiddy, prop, anvil roll, Stith, 
stand. 

blessedness: (n) happiness, bliss, 
felicity, holiness, welfare, blessing, 
good luck, prosperity, ecstasy. 

bottomless: (adj) limitless, infinite, 
deep, unlimited, profound, 
immeasurable, fathomless, 
boundless, unfounded, groundless, 
unplumbed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shallow, bottomed, limited,  

restricted. 
extinguished: (adj) extinct, out, dead, 

quenched, allayed, destroyed; (n) 
defunctness, complete annihilation, 
experimental extinction, 
extermination, extinction. 

penitent: (adj) contrite, apologetic, 
sorry, remorseful, regretful, guilty, 
sorrowful, rueful, penitential; (n) 
flagellant, religionist. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrepentant, impenitent, 
unashamed, unremorseful. 

sisters: (n) sistren. 
sobbing: (adj) crying, weeping, weepy, 

tearful; (n) lamentation, shortness of 
breath, shit, prick, motherfucker, tear, 
lament. 

stinging: (adj) cutting, bitter, piquant, 
prickling; (adj, v) caustic, acrid, 
piercing, poignant, biting, pungent, 
keen. ANTONYMS: (adj) stingless, 
gentle. 

wrenching: (n) extraction; (adj) 
painful. 
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world, so that the more one gets the less the rest can have.  God is without end; 
his love is without end— 

 
Its streams the whole creation reach, 
So plenteous is the store; 
Enough for all, enough for each,  
Enough for evermore.%

 
Dinah had been speaking at least an hour, and the reddening light of the 

parting day seemed to give a solemn emphasis to her closing words.  The 
stranger, who had been interested in the course of her sermon as if it had been 
the development of a drama--for there is this sort of fascination in all sincere 
unpremeditated eloquence, which opens to one the inward drama of the 
speaker's emotions--now turned his horse aside and pursued his way, while 
Dinah said, "Let us sing a little, dear friends"; and as he was still winding down 
the slope, the voices of the Methodists reached him, rising and falling in that 
strange blending of exultation and sadness which belongs to the cadence of a 
hymn. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blending: (n) mixture, amalgamation, 
combination, incorporation, union, 
synthesis, fusion, intermixture, 
concoction, centralization; (adj) 
merging. ANTONYM: (n) separation.

cadence: (n) beat, tempo, measure, 
rhythm, cadency, descent, time; (n, v) 
pace; (v) gait, step, rate. 

eloquence: (n) style, fluency, oratory, 
rhetoric, articulateness, expression, 
volubility, persuasiveness, articulacy, 
facundity, way with words.  

ANTONYM: (n) inarticulateness. 
exultation: (n) jubilation, joy, delight, 

ecstasy, elation, rejoicing, revelling, 
transport, joyousness, bliss, glee. 
ANTONYMS: (n) depression, 
desolation, misery, sorrow. 

hymn: (n) song, canticle, chant, 
anthem, carol, chorale, doxology; (v) 
glorify, laud, sing, extol. 

plenteous: (adj) abundant, ample, 
copious, plentiful, bountiful, fertile, 
fruitful, full, exuberant, rich,  

generous. ANTONYMS: (adj) meager, 
sparse. 

pursued: (n) hunted person. 
reddening: (n) flush, rubescence; (v) 

redden. 
unpremeditated: (adj) spontaneous, 

unintentional, involuntary, 
impromptu, casual, offhand, 
impulsive, extemporaneous, 
unintended, unguarded, 
unconscious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
premeditated, intentional, prepared. 
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CHAPTER  % I I I  

 
AFTER  THE  PR EACH I NG  

 
 

In less than an hour from that time, Seth Bede was walking by Dinah's side 
along the hedgerow-path that skirted the pastures and green corn-fields which 
lay between the village and the Hall Farm.  Dinah had taken off her little Quaker 
bonnet again, and was holding it in her hands that she might have a freer 
enjoyment of the cool evening twilight, and Seth could see the expression of her 
face quite clearly as he walked by her side, timidly revolving something he 
wanted to say to her.  It was an expression of unconscious placid gravity--of 
absorption in thoughts that had no connection with the present moment or with 
her own personality--an expression that is most of all discouraging to a lover.  
Her very walk was discouraging: it had that quiet elasticity that asks for no 
support.  Seth felt this dimly; he said to himself, "She's too good and holy for any 
man, let alone me," and the words he had been summoning rushed back again 
before they had reached his lips.  But another thought gave him courage: "There's 
no man could love her better and leave her freer to follow the Lord's work."  
They had been silent for many minutes now, since they had done talking about 
Bessy Cranage; Dinah seemed almost to have forgotten Seth's presence, and her 
pace was becoming so much quicker that the sense of their being only a few 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

dimly: (adv) obscurely, darkly, faintly, 
dully, duskily, vaguely, shadowily, 
hazily, gloomily, somberly; (adj, adv) 
palely. ANTONYMS: (adv) clearly, 
strongly, distinctly. 

discouraging: (adj) discouragingly, 
chill, disappointing, disheartening, 
bad, bleak, gloomy, sad, 
demoralizing, daunting, dispiriting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) encouraging, 
uplifting, inspiring, heartening, 
comfortable, hopeful. 

elasticity: (n) spring, tone, buoyancy, 
suppleness, springiness, flexibility, 
resiliency, resilience, pliability, 
tonicity; (adj) elastic force. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stiffness, 
inflexibility, rigidity. 

freer: (adj) unconfined. 
placid: (adj) calm, composed, 

easygoing, equable, gentle, quiet, 
pacific, tranquil, cool, peaceable; (adj, 
v) peaceful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rough, energetic, stormy, frenetic,  

excitable, agitated, unstable, 
bothered, harsh, boisterous. 

summoning: (n) induction, 
conjuration, conjuring, conjury, 
demand, elicitation, adjuration, 
exhortation. 

twilight: (n) nightfall, night, sunset, 
gloaming, evening, sundown, 
eventide, fall, decline, evenfall; (adj) 
aurora. ANTONYMS: (n) daybreak, 
sunrise. 

walked: (adj) exempt; (v) yode. 

 



Adam Bede 36

minutes' walk from the yard-gates of the Hall Farm at last gave Seth courage to 
speak.%

"You've quite made up your mind to go back to Snowfield o' Saturday, 
Dinah?" 

"Yes," said Dinah, quietly.  "I'm called there.  It was borne in upon my mind 
while I was meditating on Sunday night, as Sister Allen, who's in a decline, is in 
need of me.  I saw her as plain as we see that bit of thin white cloud, lifting up 
her poor thin hand and beckoning to me.  And this morning when I opened the 
Bible for direction, the first words my eyes fell on were, 'And after we had seen 
the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into Macedonia.'  If it wasn't for 
that clear showing of the Lord's will, I should be loath to go, for my heart yearns 
over my aunt and her little ones, and that poor wandering lamb Hetty Sorrel.  
I've been much drawn out in prayer for her of late, and I look on it as a token that 
there may be mercy in store for her." 

"God grant it," said Seth.  "For I doubt Adam's heart is so set on her, he'll 
never turn to anybody else; and yet it 'ud go to my heart if he was to marry her, 
for I canna think as she'd make him happy.  It's a deep mystery--the way the 
heart of man turns to one woman out of all the rest he's seen i' the world, and 
makes it easier for him to work seven year for her, like Jacob did for Rachel, 
sooner than have any other woman for th' asking.  I often think of them words, 
'And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed to him but a few days 
for the love he had to her.'  I know those words 'ud come true with me, Dinah, if 
so be you'd give me hope as I might win you after seven years was over.  I know 
you think a husband 'ud be taking up too much o' your thoughts, because St. 
Paul says, 'She that's married careth for the things of the world how she may 
please her husband'; and may happen you'll think me overbold to speak to you 
about it again, after what you told me o' your mind last Saturday.  But I've been 
thinking it over again by night and by day, and I've prayed not to be blinded by 
my own desires, to think what's only good for me must be good for you too.  
And it seems to me there's more texts for your marrying than ever you can find 
against it.  For St. Paul says as plain as can be in another place, 'I will that the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

beckoning: (adj) irresistible. 
blinded: (adj) blindfolded, blinder, 

blindly, reckless, unsighted, 
blindfold, dizzy. 

borne: (adj) weak, wanting, spoony, 
soft, sappy, shallow, little, limited. 

called: (adj) named, titled, chosen, 
known as; (v) nempt, ycleped. 

desires: (n) requirements, needs. 
lifting: (n) rising, hoisting, plagiarism, 

restyling, copying, jacking; (adj) 
elating, enlivening, exciting,  

invigorating, thrilling. 
loath: (adj) unwilling, disinclined, 

reluctant, loth, indisposed, backward, 
hesitant, antipathetic, antipathetical, 
loathe, shy of. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
eager, willing, disposed, keen. 

marrying: (adj) married. 
meditating: (n) conception. 
mercy: (n) kindness, compassion, pity, 

favor, leniency, pardon, forgiveness, 
grace, charity, humanity; (n, v) 
quarter. ANTONYMS: (n) cruelty,  

harshness, unkindness, severity, 
mercilessness, ruthlessness, 
impatience, inhumanity. 

overbold: (adj) impertinent, fresh, 
forward, brazen, bracing, 
venturesome, smart, shameless, 
saucy, sassy, overhardy. 

wandering: (adj) itinerant, nomadic, 
erratic, rambling, errant, migratory; 
(adj, v) stray, vagrant, vagabond, 
unsettled; (n) peregrination. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resident. 
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younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the 
adversary to speak reproachfully'; and then 'two are better than one'; and that 
holds good with marriage as well as with other things.  For we should be o' one 
heart and o' one mind, Dinah.  We both serve the same Master, and are striving 
after the same gifts; and I'd never be the husband to make a claim on you as 
could interfere with your doing the work God has fitted you for.  I'd make a shift, 
and fend indoor and out, to give you more liberty-- more than you can have 
now, for you've got to get your own living now, and I'm strong enough to work 
for us both."%

When Seth had once begun to urge his suit, he went on earnestly and almost 
hurriedly, lest Dinah should speak some decisive word before he had poured 
forth all the arguments he had prepared.  His cheeks became flushed as he went 
on his mild grey eyes filled with tears, and his voice trembled as he spoke the last 
sentence.  They had reached one of those very narrow passes between two tall 
stones, which performed the office of a stile in Loamshire, and Dinah paused as 
she turned towards Seth and said, in her tender but calm treble notes, "Seth Bede, 
I thank you for your love towards me, and if I could think of any man as more 
than a Christian brother, I think it would be you.  But my heart is not free to 
marry.  That is good for other women, and it is a great and a blessed thing to be a 
wife and mother; but 'as God has distributed to every man, as the Lord hath 
called every man, so let him walk.'  God has called me to minister to others, not 
to have any joys or sorrows of my own, but to rejoice with them that do rejoice, 
and to weep with those that weep.  He has called me to speak his word, and he 
has greatly owned my work.  It could only be on a very clear showing that I 
could leave the brethren and sisters at Snowfield, who are favoured with very 
little of this world's good; where the trees are few, so that a child might count 
them, and there's very hard living for the poor in the winter.  It has been given 
me to help, to comfort, and strengthen the little flock there and to call in many 
wanderers; and my soul is filled with these things from my rising up till my 
lying down.  My life is too short, and God's work is too great for me to think of 
making a home for myself in this world.  I've not turned a deaf ear to your 
words, Seth, for when I saw as your love was given to me, I thought it might be a 
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adversary: (n) antagonist, foe, enemy, 
competitor, rival, opposition, 
opposer, contestant, match, 
somebody; (adj) hostile. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ally, supporter, 
friend, partner, helper, assistant. 

brethren: (n) congregation, assembly, 
brother, people, laity, family, flock, 
fold. 

earnestly: (adj, adv) seriously; (adv) 
eagerly, intently, zealously, solemnly, 
ardently, fervently, heartily, gravely, 

warmly, passionately. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) indifferently, insincerely, 
unconcernedly, jokingly. 

fend: (v) repel, resist, dispel, guard, 
counteract, obstruct, ward off, 
protect, safeguard, fend off; (n) fen. 

flushed: (adj, n) red, sanguine; (adj) 
feverish, glowing, aroused, aflame, 
burning, exultant, exulting; (n) flush, 
elated. ANTONYM: (adj) cool. 

rejoice: (v) cheer, gladden, triumph, 
revel, jubilate, gratify, gloat, please;  

(n, v) delight, glory, joy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lament, mourn, 
complain. 

stile: (n) bar, flight of stairs, upright, 
vertical, step, barrier, montant. 

striving: (n) nisus, pains, endeavor, 
strife, try, strain, attempt, strive, 
ambition, struggle, exertion. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmotivated. 

weep: (v) wail, bawl, lament, sob, 
blubber, moan, howl, drip, greet, 
whimper; (n) tear. 
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leading of Providence for me to change my way of life, and that we should be 
fellow-helpers; and I spread the matter before the Lord.  But whenever I tried to 
fix my mind on marriage, and our living together, other thoughts always came 
in--the times when I've prayed by the sick and dying, and the happy hours I've 
had preaching, when my heart was filled with love, and the Word was given to 
me abundantly.  And when I've opened the Bible for direction, I've always 
lighted on some clear word to tell me where my work lay.  I believe what you 
say, Seth, that you would try to be a help and not a hindrance to my work; but I 
see that our marriage is not God's will--He draws my heart another way.  I desire 
to live and die without husband or children.  I seem to have no room in my soul 
for wants and fears of my own, it has pleased God to fill my heart so full with the 
wants and sufferings of his poor people." 

Seth was unable to reply, and they walked on in silence.  At last, as they were 
nearly at the yard-gate, he said, "Well, Dinah, I must seek for strength to bear it, 
and to endure as seeing Him who is invisible.  But I feel now how weak my faith 
is.  It seems as if, when you are gone, I could never joy in anything any more.  I 
think it's something passing the love of women as I feel for you, for I could be 
content without your marrying me if I could go and live at Snowfield and be 
near you.  I trusted as the strong love God has given me towards you was a 
leading for us both; but it seems it was only meant for my trial.  Perhaps I feel 
more for you than I ought to feel for any creature, for I often can't help saying of 
you what the hymn says— 

 
In darkest shades if she appear, 
My dawning is begun;  
She is my soul's bright morning-star,  
And she my rising sun.%

 
That may be wrong, and I am to be taught better.  But you wouldn't be 

displeased with me if things turned out so as I could leave this country and go to 
live at Snowfield?" 
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abundantly: (adv) copiously, richly, 
fully, generously, bounteously, 
plentifully, plenteously, freely, 
exuberantly, largely, bountifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) fruitlessly, 
insufficiently, stingily, meagerly, 
scantily. 

begun: (adj) present. 
dawning: (n) daybreak, sunrise, start, 

beginning, aurora, cockcrow, 
dayspring, morning, birth, first light, 
break of day. ANTONYM: (n) sunset.

displeased: (adj) disgruntled, 
dissatisfied, angry, annoyed, 
unhappy, peeved, irritated, 
disgusted, indignant; (v) pained, 
afflicted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
contented, satisfied, calm. 

hindrance: (n, v) difficulty, obstacle, 
block, check, delay; (n) deterrent, 
barrier, obstruction, impediment, 
inconvenience, disturbance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) advantage, 
contribution, assistance, success,  

boost, incentive, strength. 
lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light, 

ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, burning, 
ignite, kindled, lighten. 

morning-star: (n) sprinkler. 
preaching: (n) sermon, lecture, 

homily, preachment, baccalaureate, 
speech, pulpit, exhortation, kerygma; 
(v) preach; (adj) hence. 

shades: (n) shade, sunglasses, dark 
glasses, shadow, glasses, blind, 
awning, roller blind, eyeglasses. 
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"No, Seth; but I counsel you to wait patiently, and not lightly to leave your 
own country and kindred.  Do nothing without the Lord's clear bidding.  It's a 
bleak and barren country there, not like this land of Goshen you've been used to.  
We mustn't be in a hurry to fix and choose our own lot; we must wait to be 
guided."%

"But you'd let me write you a letter, Dinah, if there was anything I wanted to 
tell you?" 

"Yes, sure; let me know if you're in any trouble.  You'll be continually in my 
prayers." 

They had now reached the yard-gate, and Seth said, "I won't go in, Dinah, so 
farewell."  He paused and hesitated after she had given him her hand, and then 
said, "There's no knowing but what you may see things different after a while.  
There may be a new leading." 

"Let us leave that, Seth.  It's good to live only a moment at a time, as I've read 
in one of Mr. Wesley's books.  It isn't for you and me to lay plans; we've nothing 
to do but to obey and to trust.  Farewell." 

Dinah pressed his hand with rather a sad look in her loving eyes, and then 
passed through the gate, while Seth turned away to walk lingeringly home.  But 
instead of taking the direct road, he chose to turn back along the fields through 
which he and Dinah had already passed; and I think his blue linen handkerchief 
was very wet with tears long before he had made up his mind that it was time 
for him to set his face steadily homewards.  He was but three-and-twenty, and 
had only just learned what it is to love--to love with that adoration which a 
young man gives to a woman whom he feels to be greater and better than 
himself.  Love of this sort is hardly distinguishable from religious feeling.  What 
deep and worthy love is so, whether of woman or child, or art or music.  Our 
caresses, our tender words, our still rapture under the influence of autumn 
sunsets, or pillared vistas, or calm majestic statues, or Beethoven symphonies all 
bring with them the consciousness that they are mere waves and ripples in an 
unfathomable ocean of love and beauty; our emotion in its keenest moment 
passes from expression into silence, our love at its highest flood rushes beyond 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adoration: (n) admiration, adulation, 
cult, appreciation, reverence, 
glorification, idolization, homage, 
praise; (adj, n) devotion, passion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hatred, detestation, 
despising, disparagement, revulsion, 
repulsion, disgust, disdain. 

bidding: (n) behest, order, dictate, 
charge, bid, request, call, dictation, 
direction, fiat; (adj) imperative. 

homewards: (adv) toward home, 
home, to your house. 

kindred: (adj) cognate, akin, similar, 
allied, related; (n) kin, consanguinity, 
relation, folk, folks, kin group. 

lingeringly: (adv) slowly, longly, 
chronically, dilatorily, extendedly, 
leisurely. 

pillared: (adj) columned. 
rapture: (n) joy, bliss, delight, 

happiness, exaltation, elation, 
exultation, enchantment; (adj, n) 
enthusiasm; (n, v) transport; (adj, n, v) 
passion. ANTONYMS: (n)  

indifference, boredom, misery, 
gloom, agony, hell, despair. 

rushes: (n) rush, grasses. 
unfathomable: (adj) incomprehensible, 

inexplicable, inscrutable, 
unintelligible, impenetrable, abysmal, 
deep, immeasurable, unaccountable, 
obscure, enigmatic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fathomable, shallow, explicable, 
explainable, comprehensible, 
believable, straightforward, 
understandable, legible, clear. 
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its object and loses itself in the sense of divine mystery.  And this blessed gift of 
venerating love has been given to too many humble craftsmen since the world 
began for us to feel any surprise that it should have existed in the soul of a 
Methodist carpenter half a century ago, while there was yet a lingering after-
glow from the time when Wesley and his fellow-labourer fed on the hips and 
haws of the Cornwall hedges, after exhausting limbs and lungs in carrying a 
divine message to the poor.%

That afterglow has long faded away; and the picture we are apt to make of 
Methodism in our imagination is not an amphitheatre of green hills, or the deep 
shade of broad-leaved sycamores, where a crowd of rough men and weary-
hearted women drank in a faith which was a rudimentary culture, which linked 
their thoughts with the past, lifted their imagination above the sordid details of 
their own narrow lives, and suffused their souls with the sense of a pitying, 
loving, infinite Presence, sweet as summer to the houseless needy.  It is too 
possible that to some of my readers Methodism may mean nothing more than 
low-pitched gables up dingy streets, sleek grocers, sponging preachers, and 
hypocritical jargon--elements which are regarded as an exhaustive analysis of 
Methodism in many fashionable quarters. 

That would be a pity; for I cannot pretend that Seth and Dinah were anything 
else than Methodists--not indeed of that modern type which reads quarterly 
reviews and attends in chapels with pillared porticoes, but of a very old-
fashioned kind.  They believed in present miracles, in instantaneous conversions, 
in revelations by dreams and visions; they drew lots, and sought for Divine 
guidance by opening the Bible at hazard; having a literal way of interpreting the 
Scriptures, which is not at all sanctioned by approved commentators; and it is 
impossibie for me to represent their diction as correct, or their instruction as 
liberal.  Still-- if I have read religious history aright--faith, hope, and charity have 
not always been found in a direct ratio with a sensibility to the three concords, 
and it is possible--thank Heaven!--to have very erroneous theories and very 
sublime feelings.  The raw bacon which clumsy Molly spares from her own 
scanty store that she may carry it to her neighbour's child to "stop the fits," may 
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afterglow: (n) twilight, luster, 
glimmering, afterimage, radiance, 
glow, light, luminosity, persistance, 
ruddiness, spark. 

amphitheatre: (n) amphitheater, arena, 
stadium, gallery, bowl, coliseum, 
colosseum. 

diction: (n, v) style; (n) phraseology, 
language, phrasing, articulation, 
choice of words, locution, parlance, 
enunciation, expression, speech. 

drank: (v) absorb. 

houseless: (adj) unhoused. 
hypocritical: (adj, adv) deceitful, false, 

counterfeit; (adj) insincere, 
disingenuous, dishonest, pharisaical, 
sanctimonious, hollow, hypocritic; 
(n) hypocrisy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
genuine, straightforward. 

low-pitched: (adj) quiet, faint, gentle. 
pitying: (adj) sympathetic, merciful, 

pity, pityingly, gloomy, meritless, 
pitiful, sorry, sorry for, humane, 
dreary. 

scanty: (adj) insufficient, few, 
inadequate, bare, deficient, poor, 
narrow, scant, light; (adj, v) spare, 
lean. ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, 
abundant, ample, strong. 

sponging: (n) shrinking, bath; (adj) 
scrounging, bloodsucking, 
freeloading, leechlike. 

suffused: (adj) distributed, covered, 
full. 

venerating: (adj) reverential, reverent, 
obedient, devout. 
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be a piteously inefficacious remedy; but the generous stirring of neighbourly 
kindness that prompted the deed has a beneficent radiation that is not lost.%

Considering these things, we can hardly think Dinah and Seth beneath our 
sympathy, accustomed as we may be to weep over the loftier sorrows of heroines 
in satin boots and crinoline, and of heroes riding fiery horses, themselves ridden 
by still more fiery passions. 

Poor Seth!  He was never on horseback in his life except once, when he was a 
little lad, and Mr. Jonathan Burge took him up bebind, telling him to "hold on 
tight"; and instead of bursting out into wild accusing apostrophes to God and 
destiny, he is resolving, as he now walks homewards under the solemn starlight, 
to repress his sadness, to be less bent on having his own will, and to live more 
for others, as Dinah does. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

beneficent: (adj) benevolent, kind, 
philanthropic, good, gracious, 
munificent, merciful, generous, 
eleemosynary, bounteous; (n) kindly.

crinoline: (n) farthingale, fabric, 
material, panier, petticoat, textile, 
underskirt, pinafore, hoop, hoopskirt, 
bustle. 

horseback: (n) hogback, body part. 
inefficacious: (adj) ineffective, futile, 

inefficient, bootless, useless, 
inoperative, inutile, null, feckless,  

nugatory, fruitless. 
neighbourly: (adj) amicable, friendly, 

gracious, obliging, attentive, benign, 
courteous, complaisant, helpful; (adv) 
neighboringly. 

piteously: (adj, adv) sadly; (adv) 
pitifully, wretchedly, ruefully, 
woefully, poorly, plaintively, sorrily, 
grievously, sorrowfully, dolefully. 

repress: (v) inhibit, crush, quash, 
control, suppress, put down, bridle, 
keep down, subdue, restrain, reduce. 

ANTONYMS: (v) declare, liberate, 
incite. 

resolving: (n) factoring, resolve, 
settlement, solving, solution, 
factorization, diagonalization, 
declaration, firmness, resoluteness; 
(v) solve. 

satin: (adj) glossy, sleek, velvet, down, 
silky, silklike, silken, satiny, velure; 
(n) cloth, fabric. 

starlight: (n) rushlight, moonlight, 
firelight, candlelight. 
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CHAPTER  IV  

 
HOME AND  ITS  SORROWS  

 
 

A green valley with a brook running through it, full almost to overflowing 
with the late rains, overhung by low stooping willows.  Across this brook a 
plank is thrown, and over this plank Adam Bede is passing with his undoubting 
step, followed close by Gyp with the basket; evidently making his way to the 
thatched house, with a stack of timber by the side of it, about twenty yards up 
the opposite slope.%

The door of the house is open, and an elderly woman is looking out; but she 
is not placidly contemplating the evening sunshine; she has been watching with 
dim eyes the gradually enlarging speck which for the last few minutes she has 
been quite sure is her darling son Adam.  Lisbeth Bede loves her son with the 
love of a woman to whom her first-born has come late in life.  She is an anxious, 
spare, yet vigorous old woman, clean as a snowdrop.  Her grey hair is turned 
neatly back under a pure linen cap with a black band round it; her broad chest is 
covered with a buff neckerchief, and below this you see a sort of short bedgown 
made of blue-checkered linen, tied round the waist and descending to the hips, 
from whence there is a considerable length of linsey- woolsey petticoat.  For 
Lisbeth is tall, and in other points too there is a strong likeness between her and 
her son Adam.  Her dark eyes are somewhat dim now--perhaps from too much 
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bedgown: (n) sac de Nuit. 
enlarging: (adj) growing, augmenting, 

increscent, expanding; (n) 
amplification, addition. 

first-born: (adj) older. 
neckerchief: (n) kerchief, neckcloth, 

scarf, shawl. 
overflowing: (adj) full, copious, 

exuberant, flooding, bountiful, 
generous, brimming, profuse; (n, v) 
flood, inundation, deluge. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, scarce. 

petticoat: (adj, n) female; (n) 
underskirt, skirt, she, woman, her, 
crinoline, wife, undergarment, apron; 
(adj) petty. 

placidly: (adv) coolly, calmly, 
tranquilly, peacefully, stilly, quietly, 
composedly, silently, meekly, 
impassively, collectedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) agitatedly, 
boisterously. 

snowdrop: (n) daffodil, narcissus, 
Amaryllidaceae, family  

Amaryllidaceae, wood anemone, 
amaryllis family, anemone. 

speck: (adj, n) point, atom, particle; (n) 
blot, flaw, smudge, blotch, blemish, 
grain, mote, dot. ANTONYM: (n) lot. 

stooping: (adj) hunched, crooked, 
asymmetrical, not erect, not straight, 
corrupt; (n) patronage. 

undoubting: (adj) unsuspecting, 
undoubted, sure, true, undeniable, 
indubitable, stated, plain, faithful, 
confident, incontrovertible. 
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crying--but her broadly marked eyebrows are still black, her teeth are sound, and 
as she stands knitting rapidly and unconsciously with her work- hardened 
hands, she has as firmly upright an attitude as when she is carrying a pail of 
water on her head from the spring.  There is the same type of frame and the same 
keen activity of temperament in mother and son, but it was not from her that 
Adam got his well- filled brow and his expression of large-hearted intelligence.%

Family likeness has often a deep sadness in it.  Nature, that great tragic 
dramatist, knits us together by bone and muscle, and divides us by the subtler 
web of our brains; blends yearning and repulsion; and ties us by our heart-
strings to the beings that jar us at every movement.  We hear a voice with the 
very cadence of our own uttering the thoughts we despise; we see eyes--ah, so 
like our mother's!--averted from us in cold alienation; and our last darling child 
startles us with the air and gestures of the sister we parted from in bitterness 
long years ago.  The father to whom we owe our best heritage--the mechanical 
instinct, the keen sensibility to harmony, the unconscious skill of the modelling 
hand--galls us and puts us to shame by his daily errors; the long- lost mother, 
whose face we begin to see in the glass as our own wrinkles come, once fretted 
our young souls with her anxious humours and irrational persistence. 

It is such a fond anxious mother's voice that you hear, as Lisbeth says, "Well, 
my lad, it's gone seven by th' clock.  Thee't allays stay till the last child's born.  
Thee wants thy supper, I'll warrand.  Where's Seth?  Gone arter some o's 
chapellin', I reckon?" 

"Aye, aye, Seth's at no harm, mother, thee mayst be sure. 
But where's father?" said Adam quickly, as he entered the house and glanced 

into the room on the left hand, which was used as a workshop.  "Hasn't he done 
the coffin for Tholer?  There's the stuff standing just as I left it this morning." 

"Done the coffin?" said Lisbeth, following him, and knitting uninterruptedly, 
though she looked at her son very anxiously.  "Eh, my lad, he went aff to 
Treddles'on this forenoon, an's niver come back.  I doubt he's got to th' 'Waggin 
Overthrow' again." 
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despise: (v) disdain, loathe, 
depreciate, abhor, dislike, detest, 
slight, hate; (n, v) contemn; (n) 
contempt, deride. ANTONYMS: (v) 
respect, love, adore, appreciate, 
cherish, like, praise, accept. 

dramatist: (n) author, writer, 
mimographer, screenwriter, Ibsen, 
wilder, Vega, Shaw, Shakespearean, 
senecas, scribe. 

forenoon: (n) morning, morn, am, 
period, daybreak, break of the day,  

morning time, first light, dayspring, 
a, cockcrow. 

fretted: (adj) latticed, haggard, 
magged, latticelike, reticulated, 
reticular, interlaced. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unfretted. 

large-hearted: (adj) generous. 
pail: (n) bucketful, jug, tub, pailful, 

cannikin, pails, skeel, tankard, pot, 
pipkin, vessel. 

repulsion: (n) repugnance, repellency, 
hatred, antipathy, aversion, horror,  

disgust, repulse, distaste, hate, rebuff. 
ANTONYMS: (n) charm, love, 
magnetism, appeal, liking, delight. 

supper: (n) meal, tea, lunch, repast, 
reception, mealtime, siesta, social 
affair; (v) dejeuner, bever, whet. 

uninterruptedly: (adv) constantly, 
ceaselessly, continually, endlessly, 
unremittingly, unceasingly, 
successively, consecutively, 
continuedly, sustainedly, straightly. 

wrinkles: (n) crow's feet. 
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A deep flush of anger passed rapidly over Adam's face.  He said nothing, but 
threw off his jacket and began to roll up his shirt- sleeves again.%

"What art goin' to do, Adam?" said the mother, with a tone and look of alarm.  
"Thee wouldstna go to work again, wi'out ha'in thy bit o' supper?" 

Adam, too angry to speak, walked into the workshop.  But his mother threw 
down her knitting, and, hurrying after him, took hold of his arm, and said, in a 
tone of plaintive remonstrance, "Nay, my lad, my lad, thee munna go wi'out thy 
supper; there's the taters wi' the gravy in 'em, just as thee lik'st 'em.  I saved 'em 
o' purpose for thee.  Come an' ha' thy supper, come." 

"Let be!" said Adam impetuously, shaking her off and seizing one of the 
planks that stood against the wall.  "It's fine talking about having supper when 
here's a coffin promised to be ready at Brox'on by seven o'clock to-morrow 
morning, and ought to ha' been there now, and not a nail struck yet.  My throat's 
too full to swallow victuals." 

"Why, thee canstna get the coffin ready," said Lisbeth.  "Thee't work thyself to 
death.  It 'ud take thee all night to do't." 

"What signifies how long it takes me?  Isn't the coffin promised?  Can they 
bury the man without a coffin?  I'd work my right hand off sooner than deceive 
people with lies i' that way.  It makes me mad to think on't.  I shall overrun these 
doings before long.  I've stood enough of 'em." 

Poor Lisbeth did not hear this threat for the first time, and if she had been 
wise she would have gone away quietly and said nothing for the next hour.  But 
one of the lessons a woman most rarely learns is never to talk to an angry or a 
drunken man.  Lisbeth sat down on the chopping bench and began to cry, and 
by the time she had cried enough to make her voice very piteous, she burst out 
into words. 

"Nay, my lad, my lad, thee wouldstna go away an' break thy mother's heart, 
an' leave thy feyther to ruin.  Thee wouldstna ha' 'em carry me to th' churchyard, 
an' thee not to follow me.  I shanna rest i' my grave if I donna see thee at th' last; 
an' how's they to let thee know as I'm a-dyin', if thee't gone a-workin' i' distant 
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chopping: (adj) jolly. 
deceive: (v) cheat, circumvent, 

bamboozle, pretend, hoax, fool, 
cozen, trick, beguile; (n, v) dupe; (n) 
fraud. ANTONYMS: (v) guide, 
inform, undeceive, protect. 

doings: (n) conduct, behavior, 
behaviour, deportment, demeanour, 
proceeding, episode, traffic; (v) act, 
deed, job. 

donna: (n) woman, lady, madam, 
mistress, adult female. 

gravy: (adj) juice, sap, blood, sanies, 
rheum, ichor; (n) godsend, bunce, 
bonus, dressing, incentive. 

hurrying: (n) hastening, speed, 
quickening, rushing, early, speeding, 
speeding up, stepping up, 
amphetamine, forward, eager. 

impetuously: (adv) rashly, 
impulsively, vehemently, 
precipitately, fiercely, headily, 
passionately, intensely, fierily, 
spontaneously, thoughtlessly.  

ANTONYMS: (adv) deliberately, 
sensibly, patiently. 

o'clock: (n) period, hours. 
overrun: (n, v) overflow; (v) invade, 

flood, occupy, infest, deluge, 
inundate, overwhelm, devastate, 
brim over; (n) excess. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) clear, tidy; (v) make. 

piteous: (adj) miserable, pitiful, 
pathetic, doleful, lamentable, abject, 
compassionate, unfortunate, poor, 
paltry, pitiable. 
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parts, an' Seth belike gone arter thee, and thy feyther not able to hold a pen for's 
hand shakin', besides not knowin' where thee art?  Thee mun forgie thy feyther--
thee munna be so bitter again' him.  He war a good feyther to thee afore he took 
to th' drink.  He's a clever workman, an' taught thee thy trade, remember, an's 
niver gen me a blow nor so much as an ill word--no, not even in 's drink.  Thee 
wouldstna ha' 'm go to the workhus-- thy own feyther--an' him as was a fine-
growed man an' handy at everythin' amost as thee art thysen, five-an'-twenty 'ear 
ago, when thee wast a baby at the breast." 

Lisbeth's voice became louder, and choked with sobs--a sort of wail, the most 
irritating of all sounds where real sorrows are to be borne and real work to be 
done.  Adam broke in impatiently.%

"Now, Mother, don't cry and talk so.  Haven't I got enough to vex me without 
that?  What's th' use o' telling me things as I only think too much on every day?  
If I didna think on 'em, why should I do as I do, for the sake o' keeping things 
together here?  But I hate to be talking where it's no use: I like to keep my breath 
for doing i'stead o' talking." 

"I know thee dost things as nobody else 'ud do, my lad.  But thee't allays so 
hard upo' thy feyther, Adam.  Thee think'st nothing too much to do for Seth: thee 
snapp'st me up if iver I find faut wi' th' lad.  But thee't so angered wi' thy feyther, 
more nor wi' anybody else." 

"That's better than speaking soft and letting things go the wrong way, I 
reckon, isn't it?  If I wasn't sharp with him he'd sell every bit o' stuff i' th' yard 
and spend it on drink.  I know there's a duty to be done by my father, but it isn't 
my duty to encourage him in running headlong to ruin.  And what has Seth got 
to do with it?  The lad does no harm as I know of.  But leave me alone, Mother, 
and let me get on with the work." 

Lisbeth dared not say any more; but she got up and called Gyp, thinking to 
console herself somewhat for Adam's refusal of the supper she had spread out in 
the loving expectation of looking at him while he ate it, by feeding Adam's dog 
with extra liberality.  But Gyp was watching his master with wrinkled brow and 
ears erect, puzzled at this unusual course of things; and though he glanced at 
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angered: (adj) enraged, annoyed, 
angry, furious, incensed, anger, 
vexed, irritated, raging, exasperated, 
huffy. 

belike: (adv) probably, likely, 
presumably, perhaps, believably, in 
all probability. 

brow: (n) peak, brink, brows, height, 
summit, forehead, eyebrow, edge, 
crown, brim, border. ANTONYM: (n) 
trough. 

choked: (adj) clogged, smothered,  

congested, annoyed, high-strung, 
strained, neurotic, tense, angry, 
anxious, insecure. 

headlong: (adj, adv) headfirst; (adv) 
directly, hastily, precipitately; (adj) 
rash, hurried, desperate, precipitous, 
impetuous, sudden, precipitate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cautiously, 
considered; (adv) carefully. 

liberality: (n, v) charity, almsgiving; 
(adj, n) bounty; (n) largess, 
munificence, benevolence,  

beneficence, generousness, tolerance; 
(adj) largesse, gift. ANTONYM: (n) 
illiberality. 

wail: (n, v) howl, cry, lament, moan, 
scream, bellow, whine; (v) ululate, 
weep, whimper, mewl. ANTONYMS: 
(v) whimper, laugh. 

wrinkled: (adj, n) rough, rugged; (adj) 
puckered, creased, wrinkly, wizened, 
crumpled, lined, gnarled, unironed, 
crinkled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unwrinkled, ironed, straight. 
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Lisbeth when she called him, and moved his fore-paws uneasily, well knowing 
that she was inviting him to supper, he was in a divided state of mind, and 
remained seated on his haunches, again fixing his eyes anxiously on his master.  
Adam noticed Gyp's mental conflict, and though his anger had made him less 
tender than usual to his mother, it did not prevent him from caring as much as 
usual for his dog.  We are apt to be kinder to the brutes that love us than to the 
women that love us.  Is it because the brutes are dumb? 

"Go, Gyp; go, lad!" Adam said, in a tone of encouraging command; and Gyp, 
apparently satisfied that duty and pleasure were one, followed Lisbeth into the 
house-place.%

But no sooner had he licked up his supper than he went back to his master, 
while Lisbeth sat down alone to cry over her knitting.  Women who are never 
bitter and resentful are often the most querulous; and if Solomon was as wise as 
he is reputed to be, I feel sure that when he compared a contentious woman to a 
continual dropping on a very rainy day, he had not a vixen in his eye--a fury 
with long nails, acrid and selfish.  Depend upon it, he meant a good creature, 
who had no joy but in the happiness of the loved ones whom she contributed to 
make uncomfortable, putting by all the tid-bits for them and spending nothing 
on herself.  Such a woman as Lisbeth, for example--at once patient and 
complaining, self-renouncing and exacting, brooding the livelong day over what 
happened yesterday and what is likely to happen to-morrow, and crying very 
readily both at the good and the evil.  But a certain awe mingled itself with her 
idolatrous love of Adam, and when he said, "Leave me alone," she was always 
silenced. 

So the hours passed, to the loud ticking of the old day-clock and the sound of 
Adam's tools.  At last he called for a light and a draught of water (beer was a 
thing only to be drunk on holidays), and Lisbeth ventured to say as she took it in, 
"Thy supper stan's ready for thee, when thee lik'st." 

"Donna thee sit up, mother," said Adam, in a gentle tone.  He had worked off 
his anger now, and whenever he wished to be especially kind to his mother, he 
fell into his strongest native accent and dialect, with which at other times his 
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acrid: (adj, v) pungent; (adj) bitter, 
acerbic, caustic, sour, sharp, acerb, 
corrosive, hot, harsh, tart. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, savory, 
palatable, nice, flattering, delicious, 
kind, complimentary, amicable. 

brooding: (adj) pondering, thoughtful, 
contemplative, hatching, meditative, 
pensive, wistful; (v) brewing, 
batching; (n) chick management, 
parturition. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shallow, cheerful. 

exacting: (adj) fastidious, austere, 
strict, trying, stern, difficult, hard, 
finicky, nice; (adj, v) exigent; (adj, n) 
exact. ANTONYMS: (adj) lenient, 
relaxed, tolerant, unexacting, 
unfastidious, basic, careless, relaxing.

haunches: (n) buttocks. 
idolatrous: (adj) loving, profane, 

heathen, heretical, idolatrical, idolish, 
idolous, pagan. 

livelong: (n) Sedum telephium, 
sedum, orpin, orpine; (adj) durable,  

lasting. 
querulous: (adj) petulant, irritable, 

fretful, discontented, tetchy, 
complaining, fractious, touchy, cross, 
grumpy, grouchy. 

silenced: (adj) mute, muffled, 
disabled. 

ticking: (n) tick, cloth, fabric, ticken; 
(adj) living. 

vixen: (adj, n) shrew; (n) virago, 
termagant, fury, harpy, hag, fox, 
reynard, hellcat, hart, harpy eagle. 
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speech was less deeply tinged.  "I'll see to Father when he comes home; maybe 
he wonna come at all to-night.  I shall be easier if thee't i' bed." 

"Nay, I'll bide till Seth comes.  He wonna be long now, I reckon." 
It was then past nine by the clock, which was always in advance of the days, 

and before it had struck ten the latch was lifted and Seth entered.  He had heard 
the sound of the tools as he was approaching.%

"Why, Mother," he said, "how is it as Father's working so late?" 
"It's none o' thy feyther as is a-workin'--thee might know that well anoof if 

thy head warna full o' chapellin'--it's thy brother as does iverything, for there's 
niver nobody else i' th' way to do nothin'." 

Lisbeth was going on, for she was not at all afraid of Seth, and usually 
poured into his ears all the querulousness which was repressed by her awe of 
Adam.  Seth had never in his life spoken a harsh word to his mother, and timid 
people always wreak their peevishness on the gentle.  But Seth, with an anxious 
look, had passed into the workshop and said, "Addy, how's this?  What!  Father's 
forgot the coffin?" 

"Aye, lad, th' old tale; but I shall get it done," said Adam, looking up and 
casting one of his bright keen glances at his brother.  "Why, what's the matter 
with thee?  Thee't in trouble." 

Seth's eyes were red, and there was a look of deep depression on his mild 
face. 

"Yes, Addy, but it's what must be borne, and can't be helped.  Why, thee'st 
never been to the school, then?" 

"School?  No, that screw can wait," said Adam, hammering away again. 
"Let me take my turn now, and do thee go to bed," said Seth. 
"No, lad, I'd rather go on, now I'm in harness.  Thee't help me to carry it to 

Brox'on when it's done.  I'll call thee up at sunrise.  Go and eat thy supper, and 
shut the door so as I mayn't hear Mother's talk." 
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bide: (v) abide, await, endure, bear, 
remain, last, dwell; (adj, v) tarry, wait; 
(adj) tolerate, stand. ANTONYMS: (v) 
go, move, hurry. 

ears: (n) antenna. 
hammering: (n) beating, pounding, 

pound, fagging, drudgery, needle 
hammer, defeat, knock, failure, 
British pound, Ezra Loomin Pound. 
ANTONYM: (n) victory. 

latch: (v) bar, fasten, grab; (n, v) bolt; 
(adj, n, v) lock; (n) hasp, clasp, door  

latch, hook; (adj) link, yoke. 
peevishness: (n) irritability, 

fretfulness, biliousness, anger, 
surliness, testiness, pettishness, 
temper, petulance, choler, fussiness. 

poured: (adj) concrete. 
querulousness: (n) biliousness, 

peevishness, dissatisfaction, 
irritability, pettishness. 

repressed: (adj) inhibited, suppressed, 
pent-up, forgotten, subconscious, 
inner, composed, reserved,  

unconscious. 
sunrise: (n) dawn, sunup, daybreak, 

daylight, aurora, first light, 
dayspring, twilight, dawning, break 
of day, crack of dawn. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sunset, sundown, nightfall. 

tinged: (adj) plausible, bright, painted, 
fey, touched, specious, colorful, 
stained, tined, dyed, tinct. 

wreak: (v) bring, work, avenge, 
impose, make, make for, play, cause, 
fetch; (n) wretch; (adj) tyrannize. 
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Seth knew that Adam always meant what he said, and was not to be 
persuaded into meaning anything else.  So he turned, with rather a heavy heart, 
into the house-place.%

"Adam's niver touched a bit o' victual sin' home he's come," said Lisbeth.  "I 
reckon thee'st hed thy supper at some o' thy Methody folks." 

"Nay, Mother," said Seth, "I've had no supper yet." 
"Come, then," said Lisbeth, "but donna thee ate the taters, for Adam 'ull 

happen ate 'em if I leave 'em stannin'.  He loves a bit o' taters an' gravy.  But he's 
been so sore an' angered, he wouldn't ate 'em, for all I'd putten 'em by o' purpose 
for him.  An' he's been a-threatenin' to go away again," she went on, 
whimpering, "an' I'm fast sure he'll go some dawnin' afore I'm up, an' niver let 
me know aforehand, an' he'll niver come back again when once he's gone.  An' 
I'd better niver ha' had a son, as is like no other body's son for the deftness an' th' 
handiness, an' so looked on by th' grit folks, an' tall an' upright like a poplar-tree, 
an' me to be parted from him an' niver see 'm no more." 

"Come, Mother, donna grieve thyself in vain," said Seth, in a soothing voice.  
"Thee'st not half so good reason to think as Adam 'ull go away as to think he'll 
stay with thee.  He may say such a thing when he's in wrath--and he's got excuse 
for being wrathful sometimes--but his heart 'ud never let him go.  Think how he's 
stood by us all when it's been none so easy--paying his savings to free me from 
going for a soldier, an' turnin' his earnin's into wood for father, when he's got 
plenty o' uses for his money, and many a young man like him 'ud ha' been 
married and settled before now.  He'll never turn round and knock down his 
own work, and forsake them as it's been the labour of his life to stand by." 

"Donna talk to me about's marr'in'," said Lisbeth, crying afresh.  "He's set's 
heart on that Hetty Sorrel, as 'ull niver save a penny, an' 'ull toss up her head at's 
old mother.  An' to think as he might ha' Mary Burge, an' be took partners, an' be 
a big man wi' workmen under him, like Mester Burge--Dolly's told me so o'er 
and o'er again--if it warna as he's set's heart on that bit of a wench, as is o' no 
more use nor the gillyflower on the wall.  An' he so wise at bookin' an' figurin', 
an' not to know no better nor that!" 
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aforehand: (adj) theretofore, erewhile, 
ere; (adv) beforehand. 

afresh: (adv) again, newly, over again, 
new, once again, freshly, once more, 
often; (adj) the other day, just now, 
only yesterday. 

deftness: (n) adroitness, dexterity, 
ability, agility, facility, adeptness, 
touch, prowess, legerdemain, 
sensitivity, address. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inaccuracy, inelegance. 

forsake: (v) abandon, ditch, relinquish, 

abdicate, fail, leave, forgo, chuck, 
disclaim; (n, v) drop; (adj, v) quit. 
ANTONYM: (v) support. 

gillyflower: (n) carnation, stock, clove 
pink, dianthus caryophyllus, pink, 
garden pink, fund, flower, descent, 
broth, Brompton stock. 

grieve: (n, v) distress, aggrieve, afflict, 
sorrow, annoy; (v) trouble, lament, 
deplore, bemoan, fret, bewail. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rejoice, celebrate, 
encourage. 

handiness: (n) availability, dexterity, 
ability, knack, accessibility, 
availableness, command, usefulness, 
adroitness, cleverness, skill. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inaccessibility, 
inconvenience. 

wench: (n) miss, damsel, strumpet, 
trollop, Trull, missy, quean, slut, 
nymph, dame; (n, v) drab. 

whimpering: (adj) whining, puling, 
childish, querulous; (n) sniveling, cry, 
tear. 
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"But, Mother, thee know'st we canna love just where other folks 'ud have us.  
There's nobody but God can control the heart of man.  I could ha' wished myself 
as Adam could ha' made another choice, but I wouldn't reproach him for what 
he can't help.  And I'm not sure but what he tries to o'ercome it.  But it's a matter 
as he doesn't like to be spoke to about, and I can only pray to the Lord to bless 
and direct him."%

"Aye, thee't allays ready enough at prayin', but I donna see as thee gets much 
wi' thy prayin'.  Thee wotna get double earnin's o' this side Yule.  Th' Methodies 
'll niver make thee half the man thy brother is, for all they're a-makin' a preacher 
on thee." 

"It's partly truth thee speak'st there, Mother," said Seth, mildly; "Adam's far 
before me, an's done more for me than I can ever do for him.  God distributes 
talents to every man according as He sees good.  But thee mustna undervally 
prayer.  Prayer mayna bring money, but it brings us what no money can buy--a 
power to keep from sin and be content with God's will, whatever He may please 
to send.  If thee wouldst pray to God to help thee, and trust in His goodness, thee 
wouldstna be so uneasy about things." 

"Unaisy?  I'm i' th' right on't to be unaisy.  It's well seen on thee what it is 
niver to be unaisy.  Thee't gi' away all thy earnin's, an' niver be unaisy as thee'st 
nothin' laid up again' a rainy day.  If Adam had been as aisy as thee, he'd niver 
ha' had no money to pay for thee.  Take no thought for the morrow--take no 
thought--that's what thee't allays sayin'; an' what comes on't?  Why, as Adam has 
to take thought for thee." 

"Those are the words o' the Bible, Mother," said Seth.  "They don't mean as we 
should be idle.  They mean we shouldn't be overanxious and worreting 
ourselves about what'll happen to- morrow, but do our duty and leave the rest to 
God's will." 

"Aye, aye, that's the way wi' thee: thee allays makes a peck o' thy own words 
out o' a pint o' the Bible's.  I donna see how thee't to know as 'take no thought for 
the morrow' means all that.  An' when the Bible's such a big book, an' thee canst 
read all thro't, an' ha' the pick o' the texes, I canna think why thee dostna pick 
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idle: (adj) lazy, indolent, inactive, free, 
unfounded, fruitless, baseless, 
groundless, frivolous, empty, 
disengaged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
active, employed, industrious, 
energetic, meaningful, productive, 
worthwhile, diligent; (v) change, run, 
work. 

mildly: (adv) moderately, placidly, 
gently, tenderly, graciously, softly, 
lightly, kindly, calmly, sweetly, 
suavely. ANTONYMS: (adv)  

passionately, intensely, extremely, 
enormously, pithily, powerfully, 
harshly, severely, considerably. 

morrow: (n) morning, future, mean 
solar day, day. 

overanxious: (adj) fearful, fixated, 
irrational, obsessed, phobic, tense, 
anxious. ANTONYM: (adj) rational. 

peck: (n, v) nibble; (v) beak, pick, kiss, 
pick up; (n) pile, plenty, mass, slew, 
lot, mint. 

pint: (n) dry pint. 

rainy: (adj) moist, pluvial, damp, 
pluvious, stormy, juicy, dirty, soppy, 
raining, drizzly; (adj, v) showery. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pleasant. 

reproach: (n, v) blame, rebuke, charge, 
abuse, disgrace, reprimand, 
invective; (v) accuse, chide, condemn; 
(n) condemnation. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) praise; (v) commend, approve; (n) 
compliment, commendation, 
approval. 
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better words as donna mean so much more nor they say.  Adam doesna pick a 
that'n; I can understan' the tex as he's allays a-sayin', 'God helps them as helps 
theirsens.'" 

"Nay, Mother," said Seth, "that's no text o' the Bible.  It comes out of a book as 
Adam picked up at the stall at Treddles'on.  It was wrote by a knowing man, but 
overworldly, I doubt.  However, that saying's partly true; for the Bible tells us we 
must be workers together with God." 

"Well, how'm I to know?  It sounds like a tex.  But what's th' matter wi' th' 
lad?  Thee't hardly atin' a bit o' supper.  Dostna mean to ha' no more nor that bit 
o' oat-cake?  An' thee lookst as white as a flick o' new bacon.  What's th' matter 
wi' thee?" 

"Nothing to mind about, Mother; I'm not hungry.  I'll just look in at Adam 
again, and see if he'll let me go on with the coffin." 

"Ha' a drop o' warm broth?" said Lisbeth, whose motherly feeling now got 
the better of her "nattering" habit.  "I'll set two-three sticks a-light in a minute." 

"Nay, Mother, thank thee; thee't very good," said Seth, gratefully; and 
encouraged by this touch of tenderness, he went on: "Let me pray a bit with thee 
for Father, and Adam, and all of us--it'll comfort thee, happen, more than thee 
thinkst." 

"Well, I've nothin' to say again' it." 
Lisbeth, though disposed always to take the negative side in her 

conversations with Seth, had a vague sense that there was some comfort and 
safety in the fact of his piety, and that it somehow relieved her from the trouble 
of any spiritual transactions on her own behalf.%

So the mother and son knelt down together, and Seth prayed for the poor 
wandering father and for those who were sorrowing for him at home.  And 
when he came to the petition that Adam might never be called to set up his tent 
in a far country, but that his mother might be cheered and comforted by his 
presence all the days of her pilgrimage, Lisbeth's ready tears flowed again, and 
she wept aloud. 
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flick: (n) film, motion picture, moving 
picture, movie, show, picture; (v) flip, 
click, jerk, snap, flicker. 

gratefully: (adv) appreciatively, 
indebtedly, obligedly, gratifyingly, 
delightfully, beholdenly, pleasingly, 
pleasantly, welcomely, goodly, 
deliciously. 

motherly: (adj) tender, fatherly, warm, 
sisterly, loving, affectionate; (adv) 
maternally; (v) ardent, fond, devoted, 
erotic. ANTONYM: (adj) paternal. 

piety: (n) godliness, devoutness, faith, 
righteousness, holiness, reverence, 
religion, religiousness, piousness, 
sanctity, goodness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sin, profanity, wickedness. 

pilgrimage: (n, v) expedition, 
excursion; (v) trip, tour, 
peregrination, ramble, discursion, 
circuit; (n) hajj, haj, career. 

sorrowing: (adj) sorrowful, grieving, 
mournful, distressed, bereft, 
bereaved, unhappy, lamenting,  

regretful, sad; (n) cry. ANTONYM: 
(adj) joyful. 

stall: (n) bench, barn, compartment, 
stand, carrel, hut, stalling, cabin, 
kiosk; (n, v) delay; (v) procrastinate. 
ANTONYM: (v) advance. 

tenderness: (n) fondness, soreness, 
love, affection, sympathy; (adj, n) 
clemency, mildness, compassion, 
gentleness, softness, delicacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, dryness, 
hatred, strength, detachment. 
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When they rose from their knees, Seth went to Adam again and said, "Wilt 
only lie down for an hour or two, and let me go on the while?" 

"No, Seth, no.  Make Mother go to bed, and go thyself." 
Meantime Lisbeth had dried her eyes, and now followed Seth, holding 

something in her hands.  It was the brown-and-yellow platter containing the 
baked potatoes with the gravy in them and bits of meat which she had cut and 
mixed among them.  Those were dear times, when wheaten bread and fresh meat 
were delicacies to working people.  She set the dish down rather timidly on the 
bench by Adam's side and said, "Thee canst pick a bit while thee't workin'.  I'll 
bring thee another drop o' water." 

"Aye, Mother, do," said Adam, kindly; "I'm getting very thirsty." 
In half an hour all was quiet; no sound was to be heard in the house but the 

loud ticking of the old day-clock and the ringing of Adam's tools.  The night was 
very still: when Adam opened the door to look out at twelve o'clock, the only 
motion seemed to be in the glowing, twinkling stars; every blade of grass was 
asleep.%

Bodily haste and exertion usually leave our thoughts very much at the mercy 
of our feelings and imagination; and it was so to-night with Adam.  While his 
muscles were working lustily, his mind seemed as passive as a spectator at a 
diorama: scenes of the sad past, and probably sad future, floating before him and 
giving place one to the other in swift sucession. 

He saw how it would be to-morrow morning, when he had carried the coffin 
to Broxton and was at home again, having his breakfast: his father perhaps 
would come in ashamed to meet his son's glance-- would sit down, looking older 
and more tottering than he had done the morning before, and hang down his 
head, examining the floor- quarries; while Lisbeth would ask him how he 
supposed the coffin had been got ready, that he had slinked off and left undone--
for Lisbeth was always the first to utter the word of reproach, although she cried 
at Adam's severity towards his father. 
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baked: (adj) adust, parched, scorched, 
baken, heated, driest, tempered, 
sunbaked, seared, arid, drier. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unbaked, humid. 

delicacies: (n) food, delices, cates, 
regalia. 

diorama: (n) cyclorama, ikon, icon, 
georama, illuminated poster, 
cosmorama, aspect. 

exertion: (n) application, exercise, 
endeavor, attempt, struggle, trouble, 
diligence, strain, labor, pull, essay.  

ANTONYMS: (n) idleness, inactivity, 
inertia, relaxation, laziness, ease. 

haste: (n, v) hurry, dash, dispatch, 
rush; (n) celerity, expedition, 
rapidity, speed, bustle, hastiness, 
quickness. ANTONYMS: (n) delay, 
patience, forethought, caution. 

lustily: (adv) stoutly, energetically, 
robustly, powerfully, vigorously, 
mightily, halely, strappingly, 
potently, sturdily, heartily. 

platter: (n) disk, record, disc, tray,  

trencher, phonograph record, 
phonograph recording, porringer, 
potager; (adj) table, tablet. 

spectator: (n) eyewitness, observer, 
onlooker, witness, audience, 
beholder, viewer, watcher, 
spectators, looker, ogler. 
ANTONYM: (n) player. 

twinkling: (n) moment, jiffy, minute, 
second, flash, trice, twinkle, wink, 
split second, breath; (adj) sparkling. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dull. 
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"So it will go on, worsening and worsening," thought Adam; "there's no 
slipping uphill again, and no standing still when once youve begun to slip 
down."  And then the day came back to him when he was a little fellow and used 
to run by his father's side, proud to be taken out to work, and prouder still to 
hear his father boasting to his fellow-workmen how "the little chap had an 
uncommon notion o' carpentering."  What a fine active fellow his father was 
then!  When people asked Adam whose little lad he was, he had a sense of 
distinction as he answered, "I'm Thias Bede's lad."  He was quite sure everybody 
knew Thias Bede--didn't he make the wonderful pigeon-house at Broxton 
parsonage?  Those were happy days, especially when Seth, who was three years 
the younger, began to go out working too, and Adam began to be a teacher as 
well as a learner.  But then came the days of sadness, when Adam was someway 
on in his teens, and Thias began to loiter at the public-houses, and Lisbeth began 
to cry at home, and to pour forth her plaints in the hearing of her sons.  Adam 
remembered well the night of shame and anguish when he first saw his father 
quite wild and foolish, shouting a song out fitfully among his drunken 
companions at the "Waggon Overthrown."  He had run away once when he was 
only eighteen, making his escape in the morning twilight with a little blue 
bundle over his shoulder, and his "mensuration book" in his pocket, and saying 
to himself very decidedly that he could bear the vexations of home no longer--he 
would go and seek his fortune, setting up his stick at the crossways and bending 
his steps the way it fell.  But by the time he got to Stoniton, the thought of his 
mother and Seth, left behind to endure everything without him, became too 
importunate, and his resolution failed him.  He came back the next day, but the 
misery and terror his mother had gone through in those two days had haunted 
her ever since.%

"No!" Adam said to himself to-night, "that must never happen again.  It 'ud 
make a poor balance when my doings are cast up at the last, if my poor old 
mother stood o' the wrong side.  My back's broad enough and strong enough; I 
should be no better than a coward to go away and leave the troubles to be borne 
by them as aren't half so able.  'They that are strong ought to bear the infirmities 
of those that are weak, and not to please themselves.'  There's a text wants no 
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boasting: (n) bluster, bravado, 
rodomontade, swagger, braggadocio, 
ostentation, show; (v) brag; (adj) 
swaggering, vaporing, strutting. 

crossways: (adj, adv) crosswise; (adv) 
transversely, diagonally, obliquely, 
slantwise, athwart, slantways; (adj) 
slanting, sloping, diagonal, oblique. 

fitfully: (adv) intermittently, 
spasmodically, inconstantly, 
sporadically, unsteadily, unevenly, 
uncertainly, randomly, interruptedly, 

flickeringly, occasionally. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) recurrently, 
peacefully. 

importunate: (adj) annoying, exigent, 
pressing, insistent, bothersome, 
pestiferous, pestilent, instant, 
obdurate, demanding, pleading. 
ANTONYM: (adj) feeble. 

loiter: (v) dawdle, dally, tarry, hang 
around, prowl; (adj, v) loaf, delay, 
lounge, hesitate; (adv, v) lag; (n, v) 
saunter. ANTONYMS: (v) leave, lead.

slipping: (n) skidding, slippage; (adj) 
slithering, gliding, down, labent. 

someway: (adv) someways, in some 
manner, in some way, one way or 
another, for some reason. 

worsening: (n) decline, aggravation, 
decline in quality, downslope, 
diminution, descent, declivity, 
declension, change of state; (adj, n) 
weakening; (adj) deteriorating. 
ANTONYMS: (n) improvement; (adj) 
bettering. 
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candle to show't; it shines by its own light.  It's plain enough you get into the 
wrong road i' this life if you run after this and that only for the sake o' making 
things easy and pleasant to yourself.  A pig may poke his nose into the trough 
and think o' nothing outside it; but if you've got a man's heart and soul in you, 
you can't be easy a-making your own bed an' leaving the rest to lie on the stones.  
Nay, nay, I'll never slip my neck out o' the yoke, and leave the load to be drawn 
by the weak uns.  Father's a sore cross to me, an's likely to be for many a long 
year to come.  What then? I've got th' health, and the limbs, and the sperrit to 
bear it."%

At this moment a smart rap, as if with a willow wand, was given at the house 
door, and Gyp, instead of barking, as might have been expected, gave a loud 
howl.  Adam, very much startled, went at once to the door and opened it.  
Nothing was there; all was still, as when he opened it an hour before; the leaves 
were motionless, and the light of the stars showed the placid fields on both sides 
of the brook quite empty of visible life.  Adam walked round the house, and still 
saw nothing except a rat which darted into the woodshed as he passed.  He went 
in again, wondering; the sound was so peculiar that the moment he heard it it 
called up the image of the willow wand striking the door.  He could not help a 
little shudder, as he remembered how often his mother had told him of just such 
a sound coming as a sign when some one was dying.  Adam was not a man to be 
gratuitously superstitious, but he had the blood of the peasant in him as well as 
of the artisan, and a peasant can no more help believing in a traditional 
superstition than a horse can help trembling when he sees a camel.  Besides, he 
had that mental combination which is at once humble in the region of mystery 
and keen in the region of knowledge: it was the depth of his reverence quite as 
much as his hard common sense which gave him his disinclination to doctrinal 
religion, and he often checked Seth's argumentative spiritualism by saying, "Eh, 
it's a big mystery; thee know'st but little about it."  And so it happened that 
Adam was at once penetrating and credulous.  If a new building had fallen 
down and he had been told that this was a divine judgment, he would have said, 
"May be; but the bearing o' the roof and walls wasn't right, else it wouldn't ha' 
come down"; yet he believed in dreams and prognostics, and to his dying day he 
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barking: (adj) latrant; (n) abay, 
latration. 

credulous: (adj) gullible, unsuspecting, 
simple, unsuspicious, unquestioning, 
green, trusting, unwary, innocent, 
believing, illogical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) suspicious, wary, disbelieving, 
suspecting, skeptical, cynical, 
untrusting, shrewd, rational, smart, 
mistrustful. 

disinclination: (n) dislike, distaste, 
indisposition, reluctance, antipathy,  

opposition, disaffection, disrelish, 
unwillingness, disfavor; (n, v) 
disgust. ANTONYMS: (n) inclination, 
disposition, desire, tendency, 
keenness, willingness. 

doctrinal: (v) academic, relating to 
belief, scholastic; (adj) dogmatical, 
orthodox, religious, theological, 
traditional, conventional. 

gratuitously: (adv) needlessly, 
spontaneously, complimentarily, 
freely, unnecessarily, groundlessly,  

unwarrantedly, pointlessly, 
wantonly, voluntarily, superfluously. 

spiritualism: (n) table turning, 
spiritualist, spiritism, spirituality, 
belief, church property, 
otherworldliness, spirit rapping, 
telepathy, transcendentalism. 

stones: (n) shingle, grit. 
yoke: (adj, n, v) couple, link; (n, v) pair, 

tie; (adj, n) brace; (v) connect, join, 
bind, attach; (n) coupling, team. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disconnect, disjoin. 
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bated his breath a little when he told the story of the stroke with the willow 
wand.  I tell it as he told it, not attempting to reduce it to its natural elements--in 
our eagerness to explain impressions, we often lose our hold of the sympathy 
that comprehends them.%

But he had the best antidote against imaginative dread in the necessity for 
getting on with the coffin, and for the next ten minutes his hammer was ringing 
so uninterruptedly, that other sounds, if there were any, might well be 
overpowered.  A pause came, however, when he had to take up his ruler, and 
now again came the strange rap, and again Gyp howled.  Adam was at the door 
without the loss of a moment; but again all was still, and the starlight showed 
there was nothing but the dew-laden grass in front of the cottage. 

Adam for a moment thought uncomfortably about his father; but of late years 
he had never come home at dark hours from Treddleston, and there was every 
reason for believing that he was then sleeping off his drunkenness at the 
"Waggon Overthrown."  Besides, to Adam, the conception of the future was so 
inseparable from the painful image of his father that the fear of any fatal accident 
to him was excluded by the deeply infixed fear of his continual degradation.  The 
next thought that occurred to him was one that made him slip off his shoes and 
tread lightly upstairs, to listen at the bedroom doors.  But both Seth and his 
mother were breathing regularly. 

Adam came down and set to work again, saying to himself, "I won't open the 
door again.  It's no use staring about to catch sight of a sound.  Maybe there's a 
world about us as we can't see, but th' ear's quicker than the eye and catches a 
sound from't now and then.  Some people think they get a sight on't too, but 
they're mostly folks whose eyes are not much use to 'em at anything else.  For my 
part, I think it's better to see when your perpendicular's true than to see a ghost." 

Such thoughts as these are apt to grow stronger and stronger as daylight 
quenches the candles and the birds begin to sing.  By the time the red sunlight 
shone on the brass nails that formed the initials on the lid of the coffin, any 
lingering foreboding from the sound of the willow wand was merged in 
satisfaction that the work was done and the promise redeemed.  There was no 
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antidote: (n) remedy, counterpoison, 
antifebrile, antipoison, antivenin, 
antispasmodic, curative, corrective, 
answer, antitoxin, solution. 
ANTONYM: (n) venom. 

bated: (adj) weak, faint, decreased. 
comprehends: (v) comprehend. 
drunkenness: (n) alcoholism, 

inebriety, ebriety, drinking, drink, 
intoxication, crapulence, grogginess, 
insobriety, tipsiness, alcohol 
addiction. 

eagerness: (n, v) desire, aspiration; (n) 
enthusiasm, avidity, cupidity, 
readiness, passion, keenness, 
ambition, fervor, avidness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
unwillingness, aloofness, disinterest, 
lethargy, listlessness, patience, 
gloom, reluctance. 

foreboding: (n) apprehension, boding, 
presentiment, fear, anxiety, 
premonition, misgiving, anticipation, 
sign; (adj) ominous, sinister.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) favorable; (n) 
calmness, bravery, equanimity. 

impressions: (n) impersonation, 
imitation. 

overpowered: (adj) beaten, conquered, 
inundated, engulfed, flooded, routed, 
vanquished, subdued, subjugated, 
overflowing, mild. 

redeemed: (adj) ransomed, blessed. 
wand: (n, v) stick, rod; (n) scepter, 

verge, mace, pole, baton, sceptre, 
fasces, rod of empire; (v) staff. 
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need to call Seth, for he was already moving overhead, and presently came 
downstairs.%

"Now, lad," said Adam, as Seth made his appearance, "the coffin's done, and 
we can take it over to Brox'on, and be back again before half after six.  I'll take a 
mouthful o' oat-cake, and then we'll be off." 

The coffin was soon propped on the tall shoulders of the two brothers, and 
they were making their way, followed close by Gyp, out of the little woodyard 
into the lane at the back of the house.  It was but about a mile and a half to 
Broxton over the opposite slope, and their road wound very pleasantly along 
lanes and across fields, where the pale woodbines and the dog-roses were 
scenting the hedgerows, and the birds were twittering and trilling in the tall 
leafy boughs of oak and elm.  It was a strangely mingled picture--the fresh youth 
of the summer morning, with its Edenlike peace and loveliness, the stalwart 
strength of the two brothers in their rusty working clothes, and the long coffin on 
their shoulders.  They paused for the last time before a small farmhouse outside 
the village of Broxton.  By six o'clock the task was done the coffin nailed down, 
and Adam and Seth were on their way home.  They chose a shorter way 
homewards, which would take them across the fields and the brook in front of 
the house.  Adam had not mentioned to Seth what had happened in the night, 
but he still retained sufficient impression from it himself to say, "Seth, lad, if 
Father isn't come home by the time we've had our breakfast, I think it'll be as 
well for thee to go over to Treddles'on and look after him, and thee canst get me 
the brass wire I want.  Never mind about losing an hour at thy work; we can 
make that up.  What dost say?" 

"I'm willing," said Seth.  "But see what clouds have gathered since we set out.  
I'm thinking we shall have more rain.  It'll be a sore time for th' haymaking if the 
meadows are flooded again.  The brook's fine and full now: another day's rain 
'ud cover the plank, and we should have to go round by the road." 

They were coming across the valley now, and had entered the pasture 
through which the brook ran. 
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haymaking: (n) labour, toil, making of 
hay, achievement, report, 
accomplishment. 

leafy: (adj) green, verdant, lush, 
foliose, foliate, leafed, luxuriant, 
foliaceous, leaved, bowery, 
flourishing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
leafless, urban, withering. 

loveliness: (n) comeliness, fairness, 
grace, attractiveness, charm, 
glamour, pulchritude, beauteousness, 
good looks, cuteness, fineness.  

ANTONYMS: (n) unattractiveness, 
unpleasantness, awkwardness. 

mouthful: (n) gulp, morsel, swallow, 
gobbet, nip, bit, sip, piece, drink; (adj, 
n) handful; (adj) thimbleful. 

plank: (n) timber, beam, slat, girder, 
panel, parachute, matchboard, 
footbridge, hardboard; (v) flump; (n, 
v) planch. 

pleasantly: (adv) pleasingly, nicely, 
cheerily, enjoyably, agreeably, 
delightfully, sunnily, genially,  

gratifyingly, kindly; (adv, v) happily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disagreeably, 
offensively, awfully, discordantly, 
dreadfully, shockingly, unkindly, 
irritably, harshly, curtly, nastily. 

propped: (adj) fulcrate. 
rusty: (adj) ancient, out of practice, 

intractable, old, corroded, deaf to 
reason, exceptious, cantankerous; (v) 
moldy, raw, mildewed. 

twittering: (n) chirping, peeping, 
tweeting. 
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"Why, what's that sticking against the willow?" continued Seth, beginning to 
walk faster.  Adam's heart rose to his mouth: the vague anxiety about his father 
was changed into a great dread.  He made no answer to Seth, but ran forward 
preceded by Gyp, who began to bark uneasily; and in two moments he was at 
the bridge.%

This was what the omen meant, then!  And the grey-haired father, of whom 
he had thought with a sort of hardness a few hours ago, as certain to live to be a 
thorn in his side was perhaps even then struggling with that watery death!  This 
was the first thought that flashed through Adam's conscience, before he had time 
to seize the coat and drag out the tall heavy body.  Seth was already by his side, 
helping him, and when they had it on the bank, the two sons in the first moment 
knelt and looked with mute awe at the glazed eyes, forgetting that there was 
need for action--forgetting everything but that their father lay dead before them.  
Adam was the first to speak. 

"I'll run to Mother," he said, in a loud whisper.  "I'll be back to thee in a 
minute." 

Poor Lisbeth was busy preparing her sons' breakfast, and their porridge was 
already steaming on the fire.  Her kitchen always looked the pink of cleanliness, 
but this morning she was more than usually bent on making her hearth and 
breakfast-table look comfortable and inviting. 

"The lads 'ull be fine an' hungry," she said, half-aloud, as she stirred the 
porridge.  "It's a good step to Brox'on, an' it's hungry air o'er the hill--wi' that 
heavy coffin too.  Eh!  It's heavier now, wi' poor Bob Tholer in't.  Howiver, I've 
made a drap more porridge nor common this mornin'.  The feyther 'ull happen 
come in arter a bit.  Not as he'll ate much porridge.  He swallers sixpenn'orth o' 
ale, an' saves a hap'orth o' por-ridge--that's his way o' layin' by money, as I've 
told him many a time, an' am likely to tell him again afore the day's out.  Eh, 
poor mon, he takes it quiet enough; there's no denyin' that." 

But now Lisbeth heard the heavy "thud" of a running footstep on the turf, 
and, turning quickly towards the door, she saw Adam enter, looking so pale and 
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cleanliness: (n) tidiness, neatness, 
chastity, wont, trait, hygiene, 
sanitation, purity, clarity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dirtiness, impurity, 
squalor, uncleanliness, grime. 

footstep: (n) pace, footfall, track, 
footmark, vestige, tread, trail, stride, 
degree; (n, v) step, action. 

forgetting: (v) forget; (adj) oblivious; 
(n) disregard. 

hearth: (n) fire, oven, fireside, stove, 
chimney, focus, furnace, dwelling,  

kiln, home, abode. 
mute: (adj) dumb, silent, inarticulate, 

dummy, tongueless; (v) muffle, 
dampen, deaden, hush; (adj, v) quiet, 
dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) talkative, 
speaking, spoken; (v) amplify. 

omen: (n, v) harbinger, bode, herald, 
augury; (n) indication, portent, 
forerunner, foreboding, sign, mark, 
auspice. 

porridge: (v) oatmeal, hasty pudding, 
mince pie, oyster, pineapple, mango; 

(n) burgoo, pap, plash, loblolly, 
podge. 

steaming: (adj) hot, sweltering, 
roasting, baking, hot under the collar, 
hazy, scorching; (adv) piping; (n) 
fumigation. 

watery: (adj) moist, diluted, wet, 
dilute, washy, thin, damp, fluid, 
aqueous, weak, insipid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, solid, dry, 
soft, dehydrated, lively, dark, clear, 
thick, hard. 
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overwhelmed that she screamed aloud and rushed towards him before he had 
time to speak.%

"Hush, Mother," Adam said, rather hoarsely, "don't be frightened.  Father's 
tumbled into the water.  Belike we may bring him round again.  Seth and me are 
going to carry him in.  Get a blanket and make it hot as the fire." 

In reality Adam was convinced that his father was dead but he knew there 
was no other way of repressing his mother's impetuous wailing grief than by 
occupying her with some active task which had hope in it. 

He ran back to Seth, and the two sons lifted the sad burden in heart-stricken 
silence.  The wide-open glazed eyes were grey, like Seth's, and had once looked 
with mild pride on the boys before whom Thias had lived to hang his head in 
shame.  Seth's chief feeling was awe and distress at this sudden snatching away 
of his father's soul; but Adam's mind rushed back over the past in a flood of 
relenting and pity.  When death, the great Reconciler, has come, it is never our 
tenderness that we repent of, but our severity. 
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glazed: (adj) glossy, glassed, glazen, 
vitreous, vitrified, icy, lustrous, 
shiny, empty, slippery, glasslike. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unglazed, alert, 
dull. 

hoarsely: (adv) roughly, huskily, 
raucously, gruffly, throatily, 
gratingly, stridently, gutturally, 
thickly, croakily, raggedly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) smoothly. 

impetuous: (adj) boisterous, hasty, 
fiery, headlong, heady, hot, brash,  

foolhardy, dashing, fierce; (adj, v) 
impulsive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
considered, careful, slow, sensible, 
patient. 

lifted: (adj) raised, elevated, lift, lofty, 
upraised, steep. 

occupying: (n) commencement, 
employment, moving in, occupation.

relenting: (n) capitulation, surrender. 
repent: (v) deplore, bewail, rue, 

mourn, lament, atone, sorry, bemoan, 
feel remorse, grieve, be sorry. 

repressing: (adj) inhibiting, insolent, 
discouraging, aggressively haughty, 
overbearing, arrogant, dictatorial, 
domineering, restrictive, repressive, 
overpowering. 

snatching: (n) capture. 
tumbled: (adj) disordered. 
wailing: (n, v) lamentation, lament, 

moaning; (adj) lamenting, weeping, 
crying, wailful, howling, sobbing; 
(adj, n) bawling; (n) cry. 
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CHAPTER  V  

 
THE  RECTOR 

 
 

Before twelve o'clock there had been some heavy storms of rain, and the 
water lay in deep gutters on the sides of the gravel walks in the garden of 
Broxton Parsonage; the great Provence roses had been cruelly tossed by the wind 
and beaten by the rain, and all the delicate-stemmed border flowers had been 
dashed down and stained with the wet soil.  A melancholy morning--because it 
was nearly time hay-harvest should begin, and instead of that the meadows were 
likely to be flooded.%

But people who have pleasant homes get indoor enjoyments that they would 
never think of but for the rain.  If it had not been a wet morning, Mr. Irwine 
would not have been in the dining-room playing at chess with his mother, and 
he loves both his mother and chess quite well enough to pass some cloudy hours 
very easily by their help.  Let me take you into that dining-room and show you 
the Rev. Adolphus Irwine, Rector of Broxton, Vicar of Hayslope, and Vicar of 
Blythe, a pluralist at whom the severest Church reformer would have found it 
difficult to look sour.  We will enter very softly and stand still in the open 
doorway, without awaking the glossy- brown setter who is stretched across the 
hearth, with her two puppies beside her; or the pug, who is dozing, with his 
black muzzle aloft, like a sleepy president. 
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aloft: (adj, adv) overhead; (adv) up, on 
high, over, aloof, upwards, uphill, 
above ground; (prep) upon; (adj) 
eminent, lofty. 

awaking: (n) waking, awakening. 
cloudy: (adj) dull, gloomy, nebulous, 

murky, dark, turbid, foggy, muddy, 
misty, sunless, vaporous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, bright, 
sunny, cloudless. 

dashed: (v) ashamed, cut up, sunk; 
(adj) broken, done for, dejected,  

discouraged, dotted. 
dozing: (adj) drowsy, dozy, nodding, 

napping, asleep, sleepy, tired. 
melancholy: (adj, v) dreary; (adj, n) 

gloom, melancholic; (adj) depressed, 
dejected, dismal, gloomy, doleful; (n, 
v) low spirits; (n) gloominess, 
depression. ANTONYMS: (n) 
happiness, cheerfulness, hopefulness, 
optimism; (adj) happy, bright, cheery, 
satisfied. 

muzzle: (n) mouth, gunpoint, nose,  

lip, gullet, nozzle, bit; (v) muffle, 
silence, hush, curb. 

pluralist: (n) liberal, philosopher, 
pluralizer. 

reformer: (n) emancipationist, 
abolitionist, activist, hippie, 
demonstrator, crusader, insurgent, 
prohibitionist, meliorist, rebel, 
radical. 

setter: (n) typesetter, compositor, 
typographer, batt, beagle, nark, set, 
pointer, fink, bender, gun dog. 
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The room is a large and lofty one, with an ample mullioned oriel window at 
one end; the walls, you see, are new, and not yet painted; but the furniture, 
though originally of an expensive sort, is old and scanty, and there is no drapery 
about the window.  The crimson cloth over the large dining-table is very 
threadbare, though it contrasts pleasantly enough with the dead hue of the 
plaster on the walls; but on this cloth there is a massive silver waiter with a 
decanter of water on it, of the same pattern as two larger ones that are propped 
up on the sideboard with a coat of arms conspicuous in their centre.  You suspect 
at once that the inhabitants of this room have inherited more blood than wealth, 
and would not be surprised to find that Mr. Irwine had a finely cut nostril and 
upper lip; but at present we can only see that he has a broad flat back and an 
abundance of powdered hair, all thrown backward and tied behind with a black 
ribbon--a bit of conservatism in costume which tells you that he is not a young 
man.  He will perhaps turn round by and by, and in the meantime we can look at 
that stately old lady, his mother, a beautiful aged brunette, whose rich-toned 
complexion is well set off by the complex wrappings of pure white cambric and 
lace about her head and neck.  She is as erect in her comely embonpoint as a 
statue of Ceres; and her dark face, with its delicate aquiline nose, firm proud 
mouth, and small, intense, black eye, is so keen and sarcastic in its expression 
that you instinctively substitute a pack of cards for the chess-men and imagine 
her telling your fortune.  The small brown hand with which she is lifting her 
queen is laden with pearls, diamonds, and turquoises; and a large black veil is 
very carefully adjusted over the crown of her cap, and falls in sharp contrast on 
the white folds about her neck.  It must take a long time to dress that old lady in 
the morning!  But it seems a law of nature that she should be dressed so: she is 
clearly one of those children of royalty who have never doubted their right 
divine and never met with any one so absurd as to question it.%

"There, Dauphin, tell me what that is!" says this magnificent old lady, as she 
deposits her queen very quietly and folds her arms.  "I should be sorry to utter a 
word disagreeable to your feelings." 
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aquiline: (adj) hooked, aduncous, 
angular, jagged, serrated, curved, 
bent, uncinated. 

brunette: (adj) dark, brown, swarthy, 
tan, russet, chocolate; (n) tanned, 
person, somebody, soul, someone. 
ANTONYM: (n) blonde. 

cambric: (n) calico, cambric-muslin, 
cashmere, fabric, textile, material, 
cloth, linen. 

comely: (adj) beautiful, good-looking, 
decent, fair, attractive, decorous,  

shapely, proper; (adj, adv, v) seemly; 
(adj, adv) sightly, lovely. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) repulsive, 
homely, plain, revolting, unattractive, 
ugly. 

decanter: (n) carafe, jar, flask, jug, 
flagon, amphora, cag, drum, firkin, 
cask, butt. 

drapery: (n) drape, clothing, dress, 
blind, raiment, costume, toilette, 
furnishings, trim, guise, toilet. 

embonpoint: (adj) chubby, buxom,  

lustihood, flesh and blood, plump, 
busty, curvaceous, curvy; (n) obesity, 
fleshiness, corporation. 

oriel: (n) recess, corner, cove, crypt, 
niche, nook, bay, Oriol, pigeonhole, 
stall, coign. 

threadbare: (adj, v) stale, shabby, 
dilapidated, bald, frayed, faded; (adj) 
hackneyed, worn, banal, trite, 
tattered. ANTONYMS: (adj) new, 
unused, reliable, fresh, unworn, 
pristine, original. 
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"Ah, you witch-mother, you sorceress!  How is a Christian man to win a 
game off you?  I should have sprinkled the board with holy water before we 
began.  You've not won that game by fair means, now, so don't pretend it." 

"Yes, yes, that's what the beaten have always said of great conquerors.  But 
see, there's the sunshine falling on the board, to show you more clearly what a 
foolish move you made with that pawn.  Come, shall I give you another chance?" 

"No, Mother, I shall leave you to your own conscience, now it's clearing up.  
We must go and plash up the mud a little, mus'n't we, Juno?"  This was 
addressed to the brown setter, who had jumped up at the sound of the voices 
and laid her nose in an insinuating way on her master's leg.  "But I must go 
upstairs first and see Anne.  I was called away to Tholer's funeral just when I was 
going before." 

"It's of no use, child; she can't speak to you.  Kate says she has one of her 
worst headaches this morning." 

"Oh, she likes me to go and see her just the same; she's never too ill to care 
about that." 

If you know how much of human speech is mere purposeless impulse or 
habit, you will not wonder when I tell you that this identical objection had been 
made, and had received the same kind of answer, many hundred times in the 
course of the fifteen years that Mr. Irwine's sister Anne had been an invalid.  
Splendid old ladies, who take a long time to dress in the morning, have often 
slight sympathy with sickly daughters.%

But while Mr. Irwine was still seated, leaning back in his chair and stroking 
Juno's head, the servant came to the door and said, "If you please, sir, Joshua 
Rann wishes to speak with you, if you are at liberty." 

"Let him be shown in here," said Mrs. Irwine, taking up her knitting.  "I 
always like to hear what Mr. Rann has got to say.  His shoes will be dirty, but see 
that he wipes them Carroll." 

In two minutes Mr. Rann appeared at the door with very deferential bows, 
which, however, were far from conciliating Pug, who gave a sharp bark and ran 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

conciliating: (adj) conciliatory, 
conciliative. 

deferential: (adj, v) respectful; (adj) 
dutiful, deferent, reverential, 
regardful, reverent, obedient, 
submissive, subservient, complaisant, 
humble. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disobedient, inconsiderate, 
irreverent, patronizing, rude, 
noncompliant, assertive, 
uncomplimentary. 

headaches: (n) cephalalgia. 

insinuating: (adj) crafty, insinuative, 
oily, ingratiating, having serpents, 
insinuant, sly, snaky, giving hints, 
snide, subtle. 

plash: (n, v) splash; (v) pleach, splatter, 
spatter, swash, interlace, enlace, 
entwine, drip, drop; (n) drizzle. 

purposeless: (adj) meaningless, 
senseless, useless, driftless, empty, 
random, objectless, nonsensical, 
designless; (adj, adv) aimless, 
directionless. ANTONYM: (adj)  

meaningful. 
seated: (adj) sat, sedentary. 
sickly: (adj, adv) poorly; (n) invalid; 

(adj) sick, ailing, pale, sallow, 
indisposed, morbid, diseased; (adj, n, 
v) infirm; (adj, v) faint. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) healthy, bitter, robust. 

sorceress: (n) sorcerer, witch, 
magician, enchanter, warlock, 
wizard, lamia, necromancer. 

sprinkled: (adj) scattered, speckled, 
wet, dotted. 
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across the room to reconnoitre the stranger's legs; while the two puppies, 
regarding Mr. Rann's prominent calf and ribbed worsted stockings from a more 
sensuous point of view, plunged and growled over them in great enjoyment.  
Meantime, Mr. Irwine turned round his chair and said, "Well, Joshua, anything 
the matter at Hayslope, that you've come over this damp morning?  Sit down, sit 
down.  Never mind the dogs; give them a friendly kick.  Here, Pug, you rascal!" 

It is very pleasant to see some men turn round; pleasant as a sudden rush of 
warm air in winter, or the flash of firelight in the chill dusk.  Mr. Irwine was one 
of those men.  He bore the same sort of resemblance to his mother that our loving 
memory of a friend's face often bears to the face itself: the lines were all more 
generous, the smile brighter, the expression heartier.  If the outline had been less 
finely cut, his face might have been called jolly; but that was not the right word 
for its mixture of bonhomie and distinction.%

"Thank Your Reverence," answered Mr. Rann, endeavouring to look 
unconcerned about his legs, but shaking them alternately to keep off the 
puppies; "I'll stand, if you please, as more becoming.  I hope I see you an' Mrs. 
Irwine well, an' Miss Irwine--an' Miss Anne, I hope's as well as usual." 

"Yes, Joshua, thank you.  You see how blooming my mother looks.  She beats 
us younger people hollow.  But what's the matter?" 

"Why, sir, I had to come to Brox'on to deliver some work, and I thought it but 
right to call and let you know the goins-on as there's been i' the village, such as I 
hanna seen i' my time, and I've lived in it man and boy sixty year come St.  
Thomas, and collected th' Easter dues for Mr. Blick before Your Reverence come 
into the parish, and been at the ringin' o' every bell, and the diggin' o' every 
grave, and sung i' the choir long afore Bartle Massey come from nobody knows 
where, wi' his counter-singin' and fine anthems, as puts everybody out but 
himself--one takin' it up after another like sheep a-bleatin' i' th' fold.  I know 
what belongs to bein' a parish clerk, and I know as I should be wantin' i' respect 
to Your Reverence, an' church, an' king, if I was t' allow such goins-on wi'out 
speakin'.  I was took by surprise, an' knowed nothin' on it beforehand, an' I was 
so flustered, I was clean as if I'd lost my tools.  I hanna slep' more nor four hour 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

alternately: (adv) alternatively, by 
turns, in turn, secondarily, 
reciprocally, mutually, off-and-on, 
rather, anthemwise, secondly; (adj, 
adv) on and off. 

bonhomie: (n) geniality, affability, 
affableness, amiability, friendliness, 
munificence, cordiality, joviality; (adj) 
naivete, candor, sincerity. 

firelight: (adj) light, rushlight, 
starlight. 

flustered: (adj) nervous, disconcerted, 

perturbed, unsettled, anxious, 
troubled, upset, bewildered, hurried, 
ill at ease; (n) groggy. 

reconnoitre: (v) explore, scout, 
reconaissance, investigate, examine, 
inspect, probe, survey, observe, make 
a reconnaissance. 

ribbed: (v) sulcated, striated; (adj) 
ridged, grooved, canaliculated, 
having ribs, unsmooth, corrugated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, ribless. 

sensuous: (adj) sensitive, sensual, lush, 

luxurious, voluptuous, epicurean, 
carnal, sensational, sexy, esthetic, 
esthetical. 

takin: (n) gnu goat, goat antelope. 
unconcerned: (adj) apathetic, 

detached, insouciant, casual, careless, 
nonchalant, thoughtless, easygoing, 
listless, carefree; (adj, n) cold. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) caring, eager, 
troubled, sensitive, uptight, craving, 
involved, energetic, interested, 
annoyed, strict. 
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this night as is past an' gone; an' then it was nothin' but nightmare, as tired me 
worse nor wakin'."%

"Why, what in the world is the matter, Joshua?  Have the thieves been at the 
church lead again?" 

"Thieves!  No, sir--an' yet, as I may say, it is thieves, an' a- thievin' the church, 
too.  It's the Methodisses as is like to get th' upper hand i' th' parish, if Your 
Reverence an' His Honour, Squire Donnithorne, doesna think well to say the 
word an' forbid it.  Not as I'm a-dictatin' to you, sir; I'm not forgettin' myself so 
far as to be wise above my betters.  Howiver, whether I'm wise or no, that's 
neither here nor there, but what I've got to say I say--as the young Methodis 
woman as is at Mester Poyser's was a- preachin' an' a-prayin' on the Green last 
night, as sure as I'm a- stannin' afore Your Reverence now." 

"Preaching on the Green!" said Mr. Irwine, looking surprised but quite 
serene.  "What, that pale pretty young woman I've seen at Poyser's?  I saw she 
was a Methodist, or Quaker, or something of that sort, by her dress, but I didn't 
know she was a preacher." 

"It's a true word as I say, sir," rejoined Mr. Rann, compressing his mouth into 
a semicircular form and pausing long enough to indicate three notes of 
exclamation.  "She preached on the Green last night; an' she's laid hold of Chad's 
Bess, as the girl's been i' fits welly iver sin'." 

"Well, Bessy Cranage is a hearty-looking lass; I daresay she'll come round 
again, Joshua.  Did anybody else go into fits?" 

"No, sir, I canna say as they did.  But there's no knowin' what'll come, if we're 
t' have such preachin's as that a-goin' on ivery week--there'll be no livin' i' th' 
village.  For them Methodisses make folks believe as if they take a mug o' drink 
extry, an' make theirselves a bit comfortable, they'll have to go to hell for't as sure 
as they're born.  I'm not a tipplin' man nor a drunkard-- nobody can say it on me-
-but I like a extry quart at Easter or Christmas time, as is nat'ral when we're goin' 
the rounds a- singin', an' folks offer't you for nothin'; or when I'm a- collectin' the 
dues; an' I like a pint wi' my pipe, an' a neighbourly chat at Mester Casson's now 
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compressing: (n) pressure, 
compression, squeezing, 
condensation, applying pressure; 
(adj) pinching. ANTONYM: (n) 
decompression. 

daresay: (v) assume, deem. 
dues: (n) tax, obligation, tallage, 

assessment, sess, cost, contribution, 
impost, toll, union dues, deficit. 

exclamation: (n) clamor, ejaculation, 
exclaiming, utterance, whoop, 
interjection, shout, expletive, deuce,  

Dickens, ecphonesis. 
fits: (v) epilepsy, bustle, racket, fuss, 

hubbub, megrims, rout, subsultus, 
staggers. 

lass: (n) girl, lassie, damsel, young 
woman, young girl, fille, miss, Jeune 
fille, bobbysocker, bobbysoxer, 
woman. 

quart: (n) quartile, quartic, 
quartilunar, quartole, quartlet, 
quarts, quarto, quarter. 

semicircular: (adj) curved, semicircled, 

crescentic, crescent. 
serene: (adj) peaceful, calm, quiet, 

placid, composed, impassive, clear, 
pacific, gentle, cool; (adj, v) tranquil. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) agitated, anxious, 
noisy, nervous, impatient, excitable, 
scatterbrained, harsh, boisterous, 
excited, disturbed. 

welly: (adv) wholely, finely, goodly, 
hollowly, heartily, strongly, soundly, 
rightly, fitly, happily, halely. 

whether: (pron) where. 
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an' then, for I was brought up i' the Church, thank God, an' ha' been a parish 
clerk this two-an'-thirty year: I should know what the church religion is."%

"Well, what's your advice, Joshua?  What do you think should be done?" 
"Well, Your Reverence, I'm not for takin' any measures again' the young 

woman.  She's well enough if she'd let alone preachin'; an' I hear as she's a-goin' 
away back to her own country soon.  She's Mr. Poyser's own niece, an' I donna 
wish to say what's anyways disrespectful o' th' family at th' Hall Farm, as I've 
measured for shoes, little an' big, welly iver sin' I've been a shoemaker.  But 
there's that Will Maskery, sir as is the rampageousest Methodis as can be, an' I 
make no doubt it was him as stirred up th' young woman to preach last night, 
an' he'll be a-bringin' other folks to preach from Treddles'on, if his comb isn't cut 
a bit; an' I think as he should be let know as he isna t' have the makin' an' 
mendin' o' church carts an' implemen's, let alone stayin' i' that house an' yard as 
is Squire Donnithorne's." 

"Well, but you say yourself, Joshua, that you never knew any one come to 
preach on the Green before; why should you think they'll come again?  The 
Methodists don't come to preach in little villages like Hayslope, where there's 
only a handful of labourers, too tired to listen to them.  They might almost as 
well go and preach on the Binton Hills.  Will Maskery is no preacher himself, I 
think." 

"Nay, sir, he's no gift at stringin' the words together wi'out book; he'd be 
stuck fast like a cow i' wet clay.  But he's got tongue enough to speak 
disrespectful about's neebors, for he said as I was a blind Pharisee--a-usin' the 
Bible i' that way to find nick-names for folks as are his elders an' betters!--and 
what's worse, he's been heard to say very unbecomin' words about Your 
Reverence; for I could bring them as 'ud swear as he called you a 'dumb dog,' an' 
a 'idle shepherd.'  You'll forgi'e me for sayin' such things over again." 

"Better not, better not, Joshua.  Let evil words die as soon as they're spoken.  
Will Maskery might be a great deal worse fellow than he is.  He used to be a wild 
drunken rascal, neglecting his work and beating his wife, they told me; now 
he's thrifty and decent, and he and his wife look comfortable together.  If you 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

beating: (n) reverse, defeat, whipping, 
thrashing, battery, flogging, 
pounding, pulsation, pulse, rout; (adj) 
pulsing. ANTONYMS: (n) victory, 
win. 

comb: (v) brush, ransack, search, 
dress, eliminate, groom; (adj) weed; 
(n) crest, combing, caruncle, 
currycomb. 

drunken: (adj) boozy, sottish, 
intoxicated, tipsy, tight, bibulous, 
groggy, intemperate, blotto, canned, 

pissed. 
neglecting: (n) neglect, disregard. 
rascal: (n) villain, rapscallion, monkey, 

miscreant, knave, scoundrel, scamp, 
rogue, varlet, vagabond, brat. 

shoemaker: (n) bootmaker, 
dressmaker, cordwainer, boot maker, 
maker, shaper, souter, Crispin. 

stirred: (adj) excited, agitated, moved, 
affected, aroused, emotional, aflame, 
Stirn, horny, susceptible, stirred up. 

swear: (v) declare, assure, assert,  

affirm, curse, pledge; (n, v) promise, 
avow, depone, depose, aver. 
ANTONYMS: (v) distrust, refute, 
deny, compliment. 

thrifty: (adj) careful, economical, 
provident, sparing, prudent, stingy, 
saving, spare, parsimonious, chary, 
scotch. ANTONYMS: (adj) wasteful, 
spendthrift, profligate, extravagant, 
generous. 
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can bring me any proof that he interferes with his neighbours and creates any 
disturbance, I shall think it my duty as a clergyman and a magistrate to interfere.  
But it wouldn't become wise people like you and me to be making a fuss about 
trifles, as if we thought the Church was in danger because Will Maskery lets his 
tongue wag rather foolishly, or a young woman talks in a serious way to a 
handful of people on the Green.  We must 'live and let live,' Joshua, in religion as 
well as in other things.  You go on doing your duty, as parish clerk and sexton, 
as well as you've always done it, and making those capital thick boots for your 
neighbours, and things won't go far wrong in Hayslope, depend upon it."%

"Your Reverence is very good to say so; an' I'm sensable as, you not livin' i' 
the parish, there's more upo' my shoulders." 

"To be sure; and you must mind and not lower the Church in people's eyes by 
seeming to be frightened about it for a little thing, Joshua.  I shall trust to your 
good sense, now to take no notice at all of what Will Maskery says, either about 
you or me.  You and your neighbours can go on taking your pot of beer soberly, 
when you've done your day's work, like good churchmen; and if Will Maskery 
doesn't like to join you, but to go to a prayermeeting at Treddleston instead, let 
him; that's no business of yours, so long as he doesn't hinder you from doing 
what you like.  And as to people saying a few idle words about us, we must not 
mind that, any more than the old church-steeple minds the rooks cawing about 
it.  Will Maskery comes to church every Sunday afternoon, and does his 
wheelwright's business steadily in the weekdays, and as long as he does that he 
must be let alone." 

"Ah, sir, but when he comes to church, he sits an' shakes his head, an' looks 
as sour an' as coxy when we're a-singin' as I should like to fetch him a rap across 
the jowl--God forgi'e me-- an' Mrs. Irwine, an' Your Reverence too, for speakin' 
so afore you.  An' he said as our Christmas singin' was no better nor the cracklin' 
o' thorns under a pot." 

"Well, he's got a bad ear for music, Joshua.  When people have wooden 
heads, you know, it can't be helped.  He won't bring the other people in 
Hayslope round to his opinion, while you go on singing as well as you do." 
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foolishly: (adv) idiotically, 
ridiculously, stupidly, indiscreetly, 
silly, insanely, injudiciously, 
preposterously, absurdly, senselessly; 
(adj, adv) madly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
sensibly, solemnly, shrewdly, 
prudently, responsibly, judiciously, 
carefully, rationally. 

rooks: (n) etc, robins, order 
Passeriformes, Passeriformes. 

seeming: (adj) ostensible, superficial, 
illusory, outward, probable,  

deceptive, specious; (adj, n) 
appearance, semblance; (n) aspect, 
show. ANTONYMS: (adj) actual, 
deep, inner. 

sexton: (n) beadle, verger, almoner, 
Anne sexton, Suisse, gravedigger, 
church officer, caretaker. 

shakes: (n) hangover, jitters, 
nervousness, tension, anxiety. 

sits: (n) sat. 
soberly: (adv) seriously, gravely, 

staidly, solemnly, temperately,  

somberly, sedately, modestly, 
severely, sanely, calmly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) cheerfully. 

sour: (adj, n) morose, harsh; (adj, v) 
acid; (adj) bitter, rancid, gruff, grim, 
glum, dour; (adj, n, v) severe; (v) 
ferment. ANTONYMS: (adj) kindly, 
pleasant, bland, amiable, fresh, 
mature, mild, kind; (v) sweeten, 
enhance. 

trifles: (n) jests, nonsense, nugae, 
trivia. 
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"Yes, sir, but it turns a man's stomach t' hear the Scripture misused i' that 
way.  I know as much o' the words o' the Bible as he does, an' could say the 
Psalms right through i' my sleep if you was to pinch me; but I know better nor to 
take 'em to say my own say wi'.  I might as well take the Sacriment-cup home 
and use it at meals."%

"That's a very sensible remark of yours, Joshua; but, as I said before----" 
While Mr. Irwine was speaking, the sound of a booted step and the clink of a 

spur were heard on the stone floor of the entrance- hall, and Joshua Rann moved 
hastily aside from the doorway to make room for some one who paused there, 
and said, in a ringing tenor voice, 

"Godson Arthur--may he come in?" 
"Come in, come in, godson!" Mrs. Irwine answered, in the deep half-

masculine tone which belongs to the vigorous old woman, and there entered a 
young gentleman in a riding-dress, with his right arm in a sling; whereupon 
followed that pleasant confusion of laughing interjections, and hand-shakings, 
and "How are you's?" mingled with joyous short barks and wagging of tails on 
the part of the canine members of the family, which tells that the visitor is on the 
best terms with the visited.  The young gentleman was Arthur Donnithorne, 
known in Hayslope, variously, as "the young squire," "the heir," and "the 
captain."  He was only a captain in the Loamshire Militia, but to the Hayslope 
tenants he was more intensely a captain than all the young gentlemen of the 
same rank in his Majesty's regulars--he outshone them as the planet Jupiter 
outshines the Milky Way.  If you want to know more particularly how he looked, 
call to your remembrance some tawny-whiskered, brown-locked, clear-
complexioned young Englishman whom you have met with in a foreign town, 
and been proud of as a fellow- countryman--well-washed, high-bred, white-
handed, yet looking as if he could deliver well from 'the left shoulder and floor 
his man: I will not be so much of a tailor as to trouble your imagination with the 
difference of costume, and insist on the striped waistcoat, long-tailed coat, and 
low top-boots. 
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booted: (adj) shod, shoder. 
canine: (n) canine tooth, canid, 

dogtooth, eyetooth, cuspid, fang; (adj) 
laniary, bovine, animal, feline, fishy. 

clink: (n, v) clank, jingle, chink, ring, 
rattle; (v) tinkle, sound; (n) clang, jail, 
clash, click. 

joyous: (adj) happy, gleeful, elated, 
jolly, glad, gay, jovial, merry, festive, 
cheerful, jocund. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
despairing, joyless, miserable. 

misused: (adj) tainted, perverted, lost, 

changed, misrepresented. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unchanged, used.

remembrance: (n, v) recollection, 
mind; (n) commemoration, memorial, 
recall, relic, monument, keepsake, 
reminiscence, recognition; (adj, n) 
memento. 

sling: (v) pitch, fling, hurl, dangle, 
chuck, toss, throw, heave; (adj) hang; 
(adj, v) suspend; (n, v) cast. 

striped: (adj) stripy, brindled, 
variegated, lined, banded, virgated,  

zoned, paled, with stripes. 
tenor: (n) purport, meaning, 

substance, tendency, spirit, tone, 
mood, effect, set, temper; (adj) 
soprano. 

waistcoat: (n) CHUDDER, barbe, 
garment, jerkin, jubbah, oilskins, 
pilot jacket, pajamas, cardigan, 
singlet, talma jacket. 

whereupon: (adv) thereupon, 
hereupon, upon which, at what, at 
which. 
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Turning round to take a chair, Captain Donnithorne said, "But don't let me 
interrupt Joshua's business--he has something to say." 

"Humbly begging Your Honour's pardon," said Joshua, bowing low, "there 
was one thing I had to say to His Reverence as other things had drove out o' my 
head." 

"Out with it, Joshua, quickly!" said Mr. Irwine.%

"Belike, sir, you havena heared as Thias Bede's dead--drownded this 
morning, or more like overnight, i' the Willow Brook, again' the bridge right i' 
front o' the house." 

"Ah!" exclaimed both the gentlemen at once, as if they were a good deal 
interested in the information. 

"An' Seth Bede's been to me this morning to say he wished me to tell Your 
Reverence as his brother Adam begged of you particular t' allow his father's 
grave to be dug by the White Thorn, because his mother's set her heart on it, on 
account of a dream as she had; an' they'd ha' come theirselves to ask you, but 
they've so much to see after with the crowner, an' that; an' their mother's took on 
so, an' wants 'em to make sure o' the spot for fear somebody else should take it.  
An' if Your Reverence sees well and good, I'll send my boy to tell 'em as soon as I 
get home; an' that's why I make bold to trouble you wi' it, His Honour being 
present." 

"To be sure, Joshua, to be sure, they shall have it.  I'll ride round to Adam 
myself, and see him.  Send your boy, however, to say they shall have the grave, 
lest anything should happen to detain me.  And now, good morning, Joshua; go 
into the kitchen and have some ale." 

"Poor old Thias!" said Mr. Irwine, when Joshua was gone.  "I'm afraid the 
drink helped the brook to drown him.  I should have been glad for the load to 
have been taken off my friend Adam's shoulders in a less painful way.  That fine 
fellow has been propping up his father from ruin for the last five or six years." 

"He's a regular trump, is Adam," said Captain Donnithorne.  "When I was a 
little fellow, and Adam was a strapping lad of fifteen, and taught me 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

begging: (n) mendicancy, request, 
plea; (v) asking, beg; (adj) beseeching, 
entreating, mendicant, imploring, 
suppliant, vagabond. 

bowing: (n) obeisance, playing, 
gesticulation, capitulation, 
genuflection, scraping, submission; 
(adj) bowed, bent, fawning, 
submissive. 

detain: (v) arrest, confine, catch, 
capture, apprehend, stay, keep, jail, 
imprison, incarcerate, retard.  

ANTONYMS: (v) free, liberate, rush. 
drove: (adj, n) flock, swarm, shoal; (n) 

horde, crowd, covey, mob, throng, 
multitude; (adj) bevy, driven. 

gentlemen: (n) sirs, messieurs. 
humbly: (adv) lowly, meanly, 

modestly, submissively, low, shyly, 
lowlily, naturally, regretfully, 
remorsefully, repentantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) conceitedly, 
haughtily, pompously, 
ostentatiously, unrepentantly,  

affluently, brashly, pretentiously. 
overnight: (n, v) travel; (adj) nocturnal, 

temporary, meteoric; (n) voyage, trip, 
tour. ANTONYM: (adv) gradually. 

propping: (n) staking; (adj) retaining. 
ride: (n, v) outing; (adj, v) bestride; (n) 

run, lift, jaunt; (v) mount, bait, float, 
rag, tease, harass. 

trump: (n) trump card, brick; (adj) 
truepenny, quell, silence, stalemate, 
checkmate, nonplus; (v) 
outmaneuver, crossruff, scoop. 
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carpentering, I used to think if ever I was a rich sultan, I would make Adam my 
grand-vizier.  And I believe now he would bear the exaltation as well as any 
poor wise man in an Eastern story.  If ever I live to be a large-acred man instead 
of a poor devil with a mortgaged allowance of pocket-money, I'll have Adam for 
my right hand.  He shall manage my woods for me, for he seems to have a better 
notion of those things than any man I ever met with; and I know he would make 
twice the money of them that my grandfather does, with that miserable old 
Satchell to manage, who understands no more about timber than an old carp.  
I've mentioned the subject to my grandfather once or twice, but for some reason 
or other he has a dislike to Adam, and I can do nothing.  But come, Your 
Reverence, are you for a ride with me?  It's splendid out of doors now.  We can 
go to Adam's together, if you like; but I want to call at the Hall Farm on my way, 
to look at the whelps Poyser is keeping for me."%

"You must stay and have lunch first, Arthur," said Mrs. Irwine.  "It's nearly 
two.  Carroll will bring it in directly." 

"I want to go to the Hall Farm too," said Mr. Irwine, "to have another look at 
the little Methodist who is staying there.  Joshua tells me she was preaching on 
the Green last night." 

"Oh, by Jove!" said Captain Donnithorne, laughing.  "Why, she looks as quiet 
as a mouse.  There's something rather striking about her, though.  I positively felt 
quite bashful the first time I saw her--she was sitting stooping over her sewing 
in the sunshine outside the house, when I rode up and called out, without 
noticing that she was a stranger, 'Is Martin Poyser at home?' I declare, when she 
got up and looked at me and just said, 'He's in the house, I believe: I'll go and call 
him,' I felt quite ashamed of having spoken so abruptly to her.  She looked like 
St. Catherine in a Quaker dress.  It's a type of face one rarely sees among our 
common people." 

"I should like to see the young woman, Dauphin," said Mrs. Irwine.  "Make 
her come here on some pretext or other." 

"I don't know how I can manage that, Mother; it will hardly do for me to 
patronize a Methodist preacher, even if she would consent to be patronized by 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bashful: (adj) timid, diffident, 
ashamed, coy, backward, modest, 
shy, retiring, shrinking, mousy, blate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) confident, loud, 
unabashed, swaggering, forward, 
brazen, brave, outgoing. 

carp: (v) complain, criticize, quibble, 
grumble, gripe, object, whine, knock, 
cavil, censure, moan. ANTONYMS: 
(v) compliment, please, assuage, 
accept, rejoice. 

exaltation: (n) elation, ecstasy,  

apotheosis, worship, praise, rapture, 
deification, grandeur, adoration; (n, 
v) sublimation; (v) laud. 
ANTONYMS: (n) abasement, 
belittlement, debasement, 
degradation, humiliation, sorrow, 
derogation, disparagement. 

noticing: (n) observation, look; (adj) 
conscious. 

patronize: (v) frequent, support, 
sponsor, patronage, favor, patronise, 
condescend, defend, promote, back,  

help. ANTONYMS: (v) respect, 
boycott. 

pretext: (n) pretense, pretension, color, 
pretence, mask, plea, guise, sham, 
appearance; (n, v) excuse, cloak. 

sewing: (n) embroidery, sew, 
needlecraft, stitch, stitching, 
fancywork, mend, gather, patch, 
gathering, binding. 

sultan: (n) Soudan, Soldan, ruler, 
Grand Turk, czar, Ceasar, kaiser, tsar, 
dictator. 
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an idle shepherd, as Will Maskery calls me.  You should have come in a little 
sooner, Arthur, to hear Joshua's denunciation of his neighbour Will Maskery.  
The old fellow wants me to excommunicate the wheelwright, and then deliver 
him over to the civil arm--that is to say, to your grandfather--to be turned out of 
house and yard.  If I chose to interfere in this business, now, I might get up as 
pretty a story of hatred and persecution as the Methodists need desire to publish 
in the next number of their magazine.  It wouldn't take me much trouble to 
persuade Chad Cranage and half a dozen other bull-headed fellows that they 
would be doing an acceptable service to the Church by hunting Will Maskery out 
of the village with rope-ends and pitchforks; and then, when I had furnished 
them with half a sovereign to get gloriously drunk after their exertions, I should 
have put the climax to as pretty a farce as any of my brother clergy have set 
going in their parishes for the last thirty years."%

"It is really insolent of the man, though, to call you an 'idle shepherd' and a 
'dumb dog,'" said Mrs. Irwine.  "I should be inclined to check him a little there.  
You are too easy-tempered, Dauphin." 

"Why, Mother, you don't think it would be a good way of sustaining my 
dignity to set about vindicating myself from the aspersions of Will Maskery?  
Besides, I'm not so sure that they are aspersions.  I am a lazy fellow, and get 
terribly heavy in my saddle; not to mention that I'm always spending more than I 
can afford in bricks and mortar, so that I get savage at a lame beggar when he 
asks me for sixpence.  Those poor lean cobblers, who think they can help to 
regenerate mankind by setting out to preach in the morning twilight before they 
begin their day's work, may well have a poor opinion of me.  But come, let us 
have our luncheon.  Isn't Kate coming to lunch?" 

"Miss Irwine told Bridget to take her lunch upstairs," said Carroll; "she can't 
leave Miss Anne." 

"Oh, very well.  Tell Bridget to say I'll go up and see Miss Anne presently.  
You can use your right arm quite well now, Arthur," Mr. Irwine continued, 
observing that Captain Donnithorne had taken his arm out of the sling. 
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bull-headed: (adj) intractable, 
opinionated, stubborn. 

cobblers: (n) nonsense, baloney, bosh, 
claptrap, absurdity. 

denunciation: (n) accusation, curse, 
malediction, criticism, 
denouncement, invective, execration, 
disapproval, tirade, anathema, 
censure. ANTONYMS: (n) 
advocation, appreciation, 
compliment, approval, praise, 
agreement, commendation,  

confirmation. 
excommunicate: (v) curse, exclude, 

damn, proscribe, denounce, banish, 
fulminate, thunder against; (adj) 
blackball, exile, expatriate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, include, 
welcome. 

gloriously: (adv) brilliantly, grandly, 
magnificently, illustriously, 
marvelously, superbly, wonderfully, 
gorgeously, radiantly, greatly, 
renownedly. 

insolent: (adj) impertinent, abusive, 
disrespectful, impudent, fresh, 
arrogant, brazen, defiant, offensive, 
brassy, bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
respectful, modest, gracious, meek, 
submissive. 

regenerate: (v) reform, restore, revive, 
refresh, renovate, rejuvenate, reclaim, 
reconstruct, mend, reanimate; (n, v) 
convert. 

vindicating: (v) vindicated; (adj) 
revengeful. 
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"Yes, pretty well; but Godwin insists on my keeping it up constantly for some 
time to come.  I hope I shall be able to get away to the regiment, though, in the 
beginning of August.  It's a desperately dull business being shut up at the Chase 
in the summer months, when one can neither hunt nor shoot, so as to make one's 
self pleasantly sleepy in the evening.  However, we are to astonish the echoes on 
the 30th of July.  My grandfather has given me carte blanche for once, and I 
promise you the entertainment shall be worthy of the occasion.  The world will 
not see the grand epoch of my majority twice.  I think I shall have a lofty throne 
for you, Godmamma, or rather two, one on the lawn and another in the 
ballroom, that you may sit and look down upon us like an Olympian goddess."%

"I mean to bring out my best brocade, that I wore at your christening twenty 
years ago," said Mrs. Irwine.  "Ah, I think I shall see your poor mother flitting 
about in her white dress, which looked to me almost like a shroud that very day; 
and it was her shroud only three months after; and your little cap and christening 
dress were buried with her too.  She had set her heart on that, sweet soul!  Thank 
God you take after your mother's family, Arthur.  If you had been a puny, wiry, 
yellow baby, I wouldn't have stood godmother to you.  I should have been sure 
you would turn out a Donnithorne.  But you were such a broad-faced, broad-
chested, loud-screaming rascal, I knew you were every inch of you a Tradgett." 

"But you might have been a little too hasty there, Mother," said Mr. Irwine, 
smiling.  "Don't you remember how it was with Juno's last pups?  One of them 
was the very image of its mother, but it had two or three of its father's tricks 
notwithstanding.  Nature is clever enough to cheat even you, Mother." 

"Nonsense, child!  Nature never makes a ferret in the shape of a mastiff.  
You'll never persuade me that I can't tell what men are by their outsides.  If I 
don't like a man's looks, depend upon it I shall never like him.  I don't want to 
know people that look ugly and disagreeable, any more than I want to taste 
dishes that look disagreeable.  If they make me shudder at the first glance, I say, 
take them away.  An ugly, piggish, or fishy eye, now, makes me feel quite ill; it's 
like a bad smell." 
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astonish: (adj, v) astound; (adj, n, v) 
surprise; (adj) astonishing, surprised; 
(v) flabbergast, daze, confound, 
dazzle, stun, alarm, nonplus. 
ANTONYMS: (v) expect, bore. 

brocade: (n) brocatelle, cloth, fabric, 
fringe, galloon, lace, trapping, 
edging, embroidery. 

carte: (n) card, bill of fare, bill, quarte, 
batting order, carte du jour, calling 
card, board, a LA carte. 

christening: (n) naming,  

denomination, chrism, designation, 
identification. 

fishy: (adj) questionable, shady, 
suspect, suspicious, queer, devious, 
doubtful, uncertain, problematic, 
equivocal, ambiguous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) trustworthy, aboveboard, 
doubtless. 

flitting: (adj) fleeting, fugitive, 
momentary, transient, ephemeral; (v) 
migration. 

godmother: (n) sponsor, godchild,  

godparent. 
piggish: (adj) swinish, hoggish, 

covetous, unclean, porcine, piggy, 
sordid, squalid, greedy, brutish, 
crapulous. 

puny: (adj) weak, petty, feeble, frail, 
tiny, small, minute, measly, runty, 
paltry, trivial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
muscular, brawny, strong, 
significant, fit, huge, enormous, 
robust, considerable. 
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"Talking of eyes," said Captain Donnithorne, "that reminds me that I've got a 
book I meant to bring you, Godmamma.  It came down in a parcel from London 
the other day.  I know you are fond of queer, wizardlike stories.  It's a volume of 
poems, 'Lyrical Ballads.'  Most of them seem to be twaddling stuff, but the first is 
in a different style--'The Ancient Mariner' is the title.  I can hardly make head or 
tail of it as a story, but it's a strange, striking thing.  I'll send it over to you; and 
there are some other books that you may like to see, Irwine--pamphlets about 
Antinomianism and Evangelicalism, whatever they may be.  I can't think what 
the fellow means by sending such things to me.  I've written to him to desire that 
from henceforth he will send me no book or pamphlet on anything that ends in 
ism."%

"Well, I don't know that I'm very fond of isms myself; but I may as well look 
at the pamphlets; they let one see what is going on.  I've a little matter to attend 
to, Arthur," continued Mr. Irwine, rising to leave the room, "and then I shall be 
ready to set out with you." 

The little matter that Mr. Irwine had to attend to took him up the old stone 
staircase (part of the house was very old) and made him pause before a door at 
which he knocked gently.  "Come in," said a woman's voice, and he entered a 
room so darkened by blinds and curtains that Miss Kate, the thin middle-aged 
lady standing by the bedside, would not have had light enough for any other 
sort of work than the knitting which lay on the little table near her.  But at 
present she was doing what required only the dimmest light-- sponging the 
aching head that lay on the pillow with fresh vinegar.  It was a small face, that of 
the poor sufferer; perhaps it had once been pretty, but now it was worn and 
sallow.  Miss Kate came towards her brother and whispered, "Don't speak to her; 
she can't bear to be spoken to to-day."  Anne's eyes were closed, and her brow 
contracted as if from intense pain.  Mr. Irwine went to the bedside and took up 
one of the delicate hands and kissed it, a slight pressure from the small fingers 
told him that it was worth-while to have come upstairs for the sake of doing that.  
He lingered a moment, looking at her, and then turned away and left the room, 
treading very gently--he had taken off his boots and put on slippers before he 
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aching: (adj) sore, achy, hurt, 
uncomfortable, tender, hurtful, 
agonizing; (n) ache, pain, hurting; (v) 
griped. 

contracted: (adj) insular, contract, 
constricted, tight, bound, close, 
narrow-minded, confined, brief; (v) 
shrunk; (adj, v) selfish. ANTONYM: 
(adj) expanded. 

darkened: (adj) darkens, obscured, 
old, obfuscate, murky, cloudy, 
opaque, overcast. 

henceforth: (adv) hence, in future, 
after this; (adj) following. 

parcel: (n) bale, pack, bundle, package, 
packet, section, division, batch; (n, v) 
portion; (v) distribute, apportion. 

queer: (adj) fantastic, odd, eccentric, 
funny, curious, gay, peculiar, strange, 
quaint, fishy, outlandish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conventional, 
normal, well. 

sallow: (adj) pasty, pallid, bloodless, 
sickly, wan, ashen, fair, white, tawny, 

sandy; (n) osier. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dark, glowing. 

sufferer: (n) victim, martyr, prey, 
casualty, invalid, depressive, 
diseased person, sick person, 
rheumatic, diabetic, neurotic. 

twaddling: (adj) trashy, trivial, 
trumpery, quibbling, washy. 

vinegar: (n) verjuice, eisel, crab, 
condiment, chili vinegar, brine, cider 
vinegar, acetum, acetic acid, alum. 

wizardlike: (adj) wizardly. 

 



Adam Bede 72

came upstairs.  Whoever remembers how many things he has declined to do 
even for himself, rather than have the trouble of putting on or taking off his 
boots, will not think this last detail insignificant.%

And Mr. Irwine's sisters, as any person of family within ten miles of Broxton 
could have testified, were such stupid, uninteresting women!  It was quite a pity 
handsome, clever Mrs. Irwine should have had such commonplace daughters.  
That fine old lady herself was worth driving ten miles to see, any day; her 
beauty, her well- preserved faculties, and her old-fashioned dignity made her a 
graceful subject for conversation in turn with the King's health, the sweet new 
patterns in cotton dresses, the news from Egypt, and Lord Dacey's lawsuit, 
which was fretting poor Lady Dacey to death.   But no one ever thought of 
mentioning the Miss Irwines, except the poor people in Broxton village, who 
regarded them as deep in the science of medicine, and spoke of them vaguely as 
"the gentlefolks."  If any one had asked old Job Dummilow who gave him his 
flannel jacket, he would have answered, "the gentlefolks, last winter"; and widow 
Steene dwelt much on the virtues of the "stuff" the gentlefolks gave her for her 
cough.  Under this name too, they were used with great effect as a means of 
taming refractory children, so that at the sight of poor Miss Anne's sallow face, 
several small urchins had a terrified sense that she was cognizant of all their 
worst misdemeanours, and knew the precise number of stones with which they 
had intended to hit Farmer Britton's ducks.  But for all who saw them through a 
less mythical medium, the Miss Irwines were quite superfluous existences--
inartistic figures crowding the canvas of life without adequate effect.  Miss Anne, 
indeed, if her chronic headaches could have been accounted for by a pathetic 
story of disappointed love, might have had some romantic interest attached to 
her: but no such story had either been known or invented concerning her, and 
the general impression was quite in accordance with the fact, that both the sisters 
were old maids for the prosaic reason that they had never received an eligible 
offer. 

Nevertheless, to speak paradoxically, the existence of insignificant people has 
very important consequences in the world.  It can be shown to affect the price of 
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accordance: (n) harmony, agreement, 
conformity, unison, concordance, 
coincidence, accordancy, admission, 
fitness, consensus, concent. 

cognizant: (adj) mindful, conscious, 
sensible, knowing, knowledgeable, 
familiar, cognisant, perceptive, 
witting, conversant, acquainted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unwitting, 
ignorant, incognizant, oblivious, 
uninformed. 

crowding: (n) plough crowding,  

bunch, jostlement, overcrowding. 
declined: (adj) less. 
faculties: (n) mother wit. 
fretting: (adj) irritable, dissatisfied, 

peevish; (n) festering, friction, 
exulceration. 

lawsuit: (n) suit, cause, action, trial, 
prosecution, proceedings, litigation, 
court case, legal action, causa, plea. 

refractory: (adj) disobedient, obstinate, 
perverse, recalcitrant, stubborn, 
fractious, contumacious, headstrong, 

unruly, wayward, restive. 
taming: (n) conditioning, training, 

breaking in; (adj) calming, 
humanizing. 

uninteresting: (adj) insipid, dreary, 
tedious, bland, commonplace, flat, 
stupid, tame, tasteless, humdrum; 
(adj, n) dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exciting, fascinating, scandalous, 
eventful, impressive, charming, 
brilliant, animated, colorful, lively, 
special. 
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bread and the rate of wages, to call forth many evil tempers from the selfish and 
many heroisms from the sympathetic, and, in other ways, to play no small part in 
the tragedy of life.  And if that handsome, generous-blooded clergyman, the Rev. 
Adolphus Irwine, had not had these two hopelessly maiden sisters, his lot would 
have been shaped quite differently: he would very likely have taken a comely 
wife in his youth, and now, when his hair was getting grey under the powder, 
would have had tall sons and blooming daughters--such possessions, in short, as 
men commonly think will repay them for all the labour they take under the sun.  
As it was--having with all his three livings no more than seven hundred a-year, 
and seeing no way of keeping his splendid mother and his sickly sister, not to 
reckon a second sister, who was usually spoken of without any adjective, in such 
ladylike ease as became their birth and habits, and at the same time providing 
for a family of his own--he remained, you see, at the age of eight-and-forty, a 
bachelor, not making any merit of that renunciation, but saying laughingly, if 
any one alluded to it, that he made it an excuse for many indulgences which a 
wife would never have allowed him.  And perhaps he was the only person in the 
world who did not think his sisters uninteresting and superfluous; for his was 
one of those large-hearted, sweet-blooded natures that never know a narrow or a 
grudging thought; Epicurean, if you will, with no enthusiasm, no self-scourging 
sense of duty; but yet, as you have seen, of a sufficiently subtle moral fibre to 
have an unwearying tenderness for obscure and monotonous suffering.  It was 
his large-hearted indulgence that made him ignore his mother's hardness 
towards her daughters, which was the more striking from its contrast with her 
doting fondness towards himself; he held it no virtue to frown at irremediable 
faults.%

See the difference between the impression a man makes on you when you 
walk by his side in familiar talk, or look at him in his home, and the figure he 
makes when seen from a lofty historical level, or even in the eyes of a critical 
neighbour who thinks of him as an embodied system or opinion rather than as a 
man.  Mr. Roe, the "travelling preacher" stationed at Treddleston, had included 
Mr. Irwine in a general statement concerning the Church clergy in the 
surrounding district, whom he described as men given up to the lusts of the flesh 
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doting: (adj) fond, loving, affectionate, 
devoted, delirious, caring, amorous, 
wandering, silly, lovesome; (v) dote. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inattentive, 
indifferent, neglectful, uncaring, 
disapproving, cold. 

fondness: (n) affection, attachment, 
love, taste, regard, appetite, 
tenderness, partiality, endearment, 
liking, relish. ANTONYMS: (n) 
aversion, indifference, neglect, 
antipathy, detachment, hatred. 

grudging: (adj) envious, niggardly, 
unwilling, begrudging, sparing, 
cheap, scanty, parsimonious, 
tightfisted, miserly, mean. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, 
expansive, willing. 

irremediable: (adj) incurable, 
irrecoverable, irretrievable, 
irrevocable, hopeless, irredeemable, 
irreclaimable, remediless, beyond 
repair, desperate, cureless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) remediable,  

superficial, temporary. 
ladylike: (adj) feminine, refined, 

gentle, womanly, genteel, maidenly, 
matronly, wifely, dainty, well-bred, 
mannerly. ANTONYM: (adj) coarse. 

laughingly: (adv) merrily, gaily, 
lightheartedly, playfully, dizzily, 
giddily, perkily, flippantly, smilingly, 
riantly. 

unwearying: (adj) tireless, untiring, 
unflagging, unceasing, hardworking, 
energetic, industrious, unfailing. 
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and %the pride of life; hunting and shooting, and adorning their own houses; 
asking what shall we eat, and what shall we drink, and wherewithal shall we be 
clothed?--careless of dispensing the bread of life to their flocks, preaching at best 
but a carnal and soul-benumbing morality, and trafficking in the souls of men by 
receiving money for discharging the pastoral office in parishes where they did 
not so much as look on the faces of the people more than once a-year.  The 
ecclesiastical historian, too, looking into parliamentary reports of that period, 
finds honourable members zealous for the Church, and untainted with any 
sympathy for the "tribe of canting Methodists," making statements scarcely less 
melancholy than that of Mr. Roe.  And it is impossible for me to say that Mr. 
Irwine was altogether belied by the generic classification assigned him.  He really 
had no very lofty aims, no theological enthusiasm: if I were closely questioned, I 
should be obliged to confess that he felt no serious alarms about the souls of his 
parishioners, and would have thought it a mere loss of time to talk in a doctrinal 
and awakening manner to old "Feyther Taft," or even to Chad Cranage the 
blacksmith.  If he had been in the habit of speaking theoretically, he would 
perhaps have said that the only healthy form religion could take in such minds 
was that of certain dim but strong emotions, suffusing themselves as a hallowing 
influence over the family affections and neighbourly duties.  He thought the 
custom of baptism more important than its doctrine, and that the religious 
benefits the peasant drew from the church where his fathers worshipped and the 
sacred piece of turf where they lay buried were but slightly dependent on a clear 
understanding of the Liturgy or the sermon.  Clearly the rector was not what is 
called in these days an "earnest" man: he was fonder of church history than of 
divinity, and had much more insight into men's characters than interest in their 
opinions; he was neither laborious, nor obviously self-denying, nor very copious 
in alms-giving, and his theology, you perceive, was lax.  His mental palate, 
indeed, was rather pagan, and found a savouriness in a quotation from 
Sophocles or Theocritus that was quite absent from any text in Isaiah or Amos.  
But if you feed your young setter on raw flesh, how can you wonder at its 
retaining a relish for uncooked partridge in after-life?  And Mr. Irwine's 
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adorning: (adj) decorative, 
ornamental, cultural; (n) adornment, 
decoration; (v) adorn. 

affections: (n) bosom. 
alms-giving: (n) generosity, charity. 
canting: (v) righteous over much, 

pietistical, pharisaical, overrighteous; 
(adj) hypocritical, false, unctuous, 
insincere, fulsome, self-righteous, 
impious. 

carnal: (adj, adv) fleshly; (adj) bodily, 
earthly, sensual, brutal, sexual,  

worldly, physical, erotic, fleshy, 
brute. ANTONYMS: (adj) chaste, 
godly, moral, pure, spiritual. 

self-denying: (adj) abstemious. 
uncooked: (adj) unripe, unblown, 

unpolished, unboiled, unconcocted, 
unfashioned, unformed, unhewn, 
unlabored, unwrought, tough. 

untainted: (adj) unsullied, unstained, 
unspotted, innocent, unsoiled, 
unblemished, untarnished, stainless; 
(n) unmarred, unscathed, uninjured. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) tainted, impure. 
wherewithal: (n) resources, funds, 

cash, capital, ways and means, 
money, potential, supplies, purse, 
faculty; (adv) wherewith. 

zealous: (adj) keen, enthusiastic, 
fervent, ardent, avid, devoted, 
strenuous, vehement, glowing, fiery; 
(adj, n) passionate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) indifferent, apathetic, 
unenthusiastic, cool, halfhearted, 
moderate. 
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recollections of young enthusiasm and ambition were all associated with poetry 
and ethics that lay aloof from the Bible.%

On the other hand, I must plead, for I have an affectionate partiality towards 
the rector's memory, that he was not vindictive--and some philanthropists have 
been so; that he was not intolerant--and there is a rumour that some zealous 
theologians have not been altogether free from that blemish; that although he 
would probably have declined to give his body to be burned in any public cause, 
and was far from bestowing all his goods to feed the poor, he had that charity 
which has sometimes been lacking to very illustrious virtue--he was tender to 
other men's failings, and unwilling to impute evil.  He was one of those men, 
and they are not the commonest, of whom we can know the best only by 
following them away from the marketplace, the platform, and the pulpit, 
entering with them into their own homes, hearing the voice with which they 
speak to the young and aged about their own hearthstone, and witnessing their 
thoughtful care for the everyday wants of everyday companions, who take all 
their kindness as a matter of course, and not as a subject for panegyric. 

Such men, happily, have lived in times when great abuses flourished, and 
have sometimes even been the living representatives of the abuses.  That is a 
thought which might comfort us a little under the opposite fact--that it is better 
sometimes not to follow great reformers of abuses beyond the threshold of their 
homes. 

But whatever you may think of Mr. Irwine now, if you had met him that June 
afternoon riding on his grey cob, with his dogs running beside him--portly, 
upright, manly, with a good-natured smile on his finely turned lips as he talked 
to his dashing young companion on the bay mare, you must have felt that, 
however ill he harmonized with sound theories of the clerical office, he 
somehow harmonized extremely well with that peaceful landscape. 

See them in the bright sunlight, interrupted every now and then by rolling 
masses of cloud, ascending the slope from the Broxton side, where the tall gables 
and elms of the rectory predominate over the tiny whitewashed church.  They 
will soon be in the parish of Hayslope; the grey church-tower and village roofs 
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ascending: (adj) uphill, rising, 
assurgent, climbing, ascendent; (n) 
ascension, ascent, rise, advance, 
movement; (v) go up. 

blemish: (n, v) stain, scar, flaw, blot, 
slur; (n) defect, stigma, fault; (v) 
deface; (adj, n) imperfection; (adj, v) 
disfigure. ANTONYMS: (v) enhance, 
beautify, embellish, improve; (n) 
perfection, enhancement. 

harmonized: (adj) harmonical, 
consonant, harmonic, harmonious,  

concordant, identical, coordinated, 
uniform, synchronized, standardized, 
in harmony. ANTONYM: (adj) 
heterogeneous. 

impute: (v) charge, attribute, ascribe, 
assign, accuse, blame, attach, credit, 
lay, accredit, impeach. 

panegyric: (n, v) encomium, praise, 
commendation, applause; (adj, n) 
encomiastic; (v) laud, laudation; (adj) 
panegyrical; (n) kudos, paean, eloge. 

partiality: (n) favor, fondness, leaning, 

fancy, favour, predilection, liking, 
prejudice, favoritism, bias, affection. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impartiality, 
fairness, indifference, horror, 
antipathy. 

predominate: (v) command, outweigh, 
govern, reign, overrule, rule; (adj, v) 
prevail, master; (adj) predominant, 
preponderate, paramount. 

whitewashed: (adj) overpowered, 
overcome, crushed, conquered, 
beaten, routed, painted. 
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lie before them to the left, and farther on, to the right, they can just see the 
chimneys of the Hall Farm.%

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

before: (adv) ahead, ago, in front, 
previously, already, forth; (adv, prep) 
fore, afore; (adj) preceding, prior; (adj, 
adv) earlier. ANTONYMS: (adv, prep) 
later, behind, afterward, after; (adv) 
subsequently, ahead; (adj) 
subsequent. 

chimneys: (n) chimney. 
farther: (adj, adv, prep) beyond; (adj) 

additional, more, distant; (adv) 
furthermore, besides, abroad, in 
addition, too; (adj, prep) outside;  

(pron) another. ANTONYMS: (prep) 
within; (adv) nearer, closer. 

left: (adj) gone, absent, port, odd, 
remaining, larboard, gauche, sinister; 
(n) left hand, left wing, mitt. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv, n) right; (adj) 
remaining, center, starboard, present.
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CHAPTER  V I  

 
THE  H ALL  FARM 

 
 

Evidently that gate is never opened, for the long grass and the great hemlocks 
grow close against it, and if it were opened, it is so rusty that the force necessary 
to turn it on its hinges would be likely to pull down the square stone-built pillars, 
to the detriment of the two stone lionesses which grin with a doubtful 
carnivorous affability above a coat of arms surmounting each of the pillars.  It 
would be easy enough, by the aid of the nicks in the stone pillars, to climb over 
the brick wall with its smooth stone coping; but by putting our eyes close to the 
rusty bars of the gate, we can see the house well enough, and all but the very 
corners of the grassy enclosure.%

It is a very fine old place, of red brick, softened by a pale powdery lichen, 
which has dispersed itself with happy irregularity, so as to bring the red brick 
into terms of friendly companionship with the limestone ornaments surrounding 
the three gables, the windows, and the door-place.  But the windows are patched 
with wooden panes, and the door, I think, is like the gate--it is never opened.  
How it would groan and grate against the stone fioor if it were!  For it is a solid, 
heavy, handsome door, and must once have been in the habit of shutting with a 
sonorous bang behind a liveried lackey, who had just seen his master and 
mistress off the grounds in a carriage and pair. 
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affability: (n) geniality, courtesy, 
cordiality, amiability, affableness, 
politeness, friendliness, amenity, 
sociability, kindness, amiableness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unfriendliness, 
frostiness, incivility, remoteness, 
reserve, rudeness. 

carnivorous: (adj) phytivorous, 
graminivorous, granivorous, 
herbivorous, insectivorous, 
predaceous, predacious, zoophagous, 
hungry, omnivorous, sarcophagous. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) vegetarian, 
omnivorous, insectivorous. 

door-place: (n) doorway. 
irregularity: (n) abnormality, anomaly, 

eccentricity, inequality, deviation, 
aberration, constipation, exception, 
unevenness, variation; (adj, n) 
deformity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
symmetry, normality, regularity, 
dependability, equality, frequency, 
evenness, consistency, predictability, 
smoothness. 

lackey: (n) flunkey, sycophant, butler, 
attendant, bootlicker, toady, truckler, 
waiter, servant, footman, flatterer. 

lichen: (n) crotal, crottle, crottal, 
basidiolichen, mold, moss, arctic 
moss, conferva, beard lichen, beard 
moss, crottles. 

powdery: (adj) powdered, fine, sandy, 
farinaceous, floury, mealy, 
pulverized, pulverulent, psammous, 
sabulous, crumbly. 

surmounting: (n) triumph. 
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But at present one might fancy the house in the early stage of a chancery suit, 
and that the fruit from that grand double row of walnut-trees on the right hand 
of the enclosure would fall and rot among the grass, if it were not that we heard 
the booming bark of dogs echoing from great buildings at the back.  And now 
the half- weaned calves that have been sheltering themselves in a gorse- built 
hovel against the left-hand wall come out and set up a silly answer to that 
terrible bark, doubtless supposing that it has reference to buckets of milk.%

Yes, the house must be inhabited, and we will see by whom; for imagination 
is a licensed trespasser: it has no fear of dogs, but may climb over walls and peep 
in at windows with impunity.  Put your face to one of the glass panes in the 
right-hand window: what do you see?  A large open fireplace, with rusty dogs in 
it, and a bare boarded floor; at the far end, fleeces of wool stacked up; in the 
middle of the floor, some empty corn-bags.  That is the furniture of the dining-
room.  And what through the left-hand window?  Several clothes-horses, a 
pillion, a spinning-wheel, and an old box wide open and stuffed full of coloured 
rags.  At the edge of this box there lies a great wooden doll, which, so far as 
mutilation is concerned, bears a strong resemblance to the finest Greek 
sculpture, and especially in the total loss of its nose.  Near it there is a little chair, 
and the butt end of a boy's leather long-lashed whip. 

The history of the house is plain now.  It was once the residence of a country 
squire, whose family, probably dwindling down to mere spinsterhood, got 
merged in the more territorial name of Donnithorne.  It was once the Hall; it is 
now the Hall Farm.  Like the life in some coast town that was once a watering-
place, and is now a port, where the genteel streets are silent and grass-grown, 
and the docks and warehouses busy and resonant, the life at the Hall has 
changed its focus, and no longer radiates from the parlour, but from the kitchen 
and the farmyard. 

Plenty of life there, though this is the drowsiest time of the year, just before 
hay-harvest; and it is the drowsiest time of the day too, for it is close upon three 
by the sun, and it is half- past three by Mrs. Poyser's handsome eight-day clock.  
But there is always a stronger sense of life when the sun is brilliant after rain; and 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

dining-room: (n) canteen, restaurant. 
dwindling: (adj) decreasing, declining, 

abating, diminishing, waning; (n) 
lessening, narrowing, dwindlement, 
shrinking; (v) dwindle; (adv) 
diminishingly. ANTONYMS: (n) 
growth; (adj) burgeoning, high. 

gorse: (n) whin, Ulex europaeus, Irish 
gorse, shrub, Goss, dyeweed, bush, 
brush, bramble, Genista tinctoria. 

hovel: (n) hut, cot, booth, hole, cottage, 
hutch, shanty, bothy, shed, shack,  

croft. ANTONYM: (n) mansion. 
impunity: (n) impune, come off, 

freedom, immunity, permission, 
forgiveness. ANTONYM: (n) liability.

mutilation: (n) damage, 
dismemberment, wound, 
disfigurement, gash, blow, buffet, 
bruise, distortion, impairment, 
mayhem. ANTONYM: (n) 
enhancement. 

panes: (n) Fauni. 
peep: (n, v) glance, peek, look, gaze,  

glint, squeal; (n) glimpse, cheep; (v) 
chirp, peer, pry. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stare, gaze; (n) examination. 

pillion: (n) saddle, pannel, seat. 
sheltering: (adj) defensive, affording 

protection, motherly; (n) housing. 
spinsterhood: (n) singleness, single, 

bachelorship, marital status, chastity. 
trespasser: (n) interloper, gatecrasher, 

prowler, invader, squatter, pusher, 
boarder, encroacher, thruster, 
stranger, alien. 
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now he is pouring down his beams, and making sparkles among the wet straw, 
and lighting up every patch of vivid green moss on the red tiles of the cow-shed, 
and turning even the muddy water that is hurrying along the channel to the 
drain into a mirror for the yellow-billed ducks, who are seizing the opportunity 
of getting a drink with as much body in it as possible.  There is quite a concert of 
noises; the great bull-dog, chained against the stables, is thrown into furious 
exasperation by the unwary approach of a cock too near the mouth of his kennel, 
and sends forth a thundering bark, which is answered by two fox- hounds shut 
up in the opposite cow-house; the old top-knotted hens, scratching with their 
chicks among the straw, set up a sympathetic croaking as the discomfited cock 
joins them; a sow with her brood, all very muddy as to the legs, and curled as to 
the tail, throws in some deep staccato notes; our friends the calves are bleating 
from the home croft; and, under all, a fine ear discerns the continuous hum of 
human voices.%

For the great barn-doors are thrown wide open, and men are busy there 
mending the harness, under the superintendence of Mr. Goby, the "whittaw," 
otherwise saddler, who entertains them with the latest Treddleston gossip.  It is 
certainly rather an unfortunate day that Alick, the shepherd, has chosen for 
having the whittaws, since the morning turned out so wet; and Mrs. Poyser has 
spoken her mind pretty strongly as to the dirt which the extra nurnber of men's 
shoes brought into the house at dinnertime.  Indeed, she has not yet recovered 
her equanimity on the subject, though it is now nearly three hours since dinner, 
and the house-floor is perfectly clean again; as clean as everything else in that 
wonderful house- place, where the only chance of collecting a few grains of dust 
would be to climb on the salt-coffer, and put your finger on the high mantel-shelf 
on which the glittering brass candlesticks are enjoying their summer sinecure; 
for at this time of year, of course, every one goes to bed while it is yet light, or at 
least light enough to discern the outline of objects after you have bruised your 
shins against them.  Surely nowhere else could an oak clock-case and an oak 
table have got to such a polish by the hand: genuine "elbow polish," as Mrs. 
Poyser called it, for she thanked God she never had any of your varnished 
rubbish in her house.  Hetty Sorrel often took the opportunity, when her aunt's 
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bleating: (n) bleat, baaing. 
croaking: (adj) hollow, raucous, 

sepulchral, dry, cacophonic, harsh, 
guttural, gruff, croaky, cacophonous, 
husky. 

dinnertime: (n) breakfast time, 
mealtime, lunchtime, meal, 
suppertime. 

discomfited: (adj) uncomfortable, ill at 
ease, disappointed, embarrassed, 
frustrated, thwarted, self-conscious, 
mortified, humiliated, unsuccessful;  

(adj, n) defeated. 
equanimity: (n) aplomb, poise, 

calmness, calm, temper, peace, 
imperturbability, temperament, 
serenity, tranquility; (adj, n) stoicism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) panic, anger, 
excitableness, fear, hysteria, 
nervousness, agitation, anxiety. 

goby: (n) percoidean, Gobio Gobio, 
gudgeon. 

saddler: (n) shaper, maker. 
sinecure: (n) berth, plum, sitting duck, 

post, position, plum job, place, office, 
ecclesiastical benefice, cinch, 
benefice. 

superintendence: (n) oversight, 
direction, management, inspection, 
control, government, surveillance, 
supervising, care, guidance, 
invigilation. 

varnished: (adj) sullied, polished, 
spotted, shiny, lustrous, smooth, 
painted, besmirched, glossy, tainted, 
flyblown. ANTONYM: (adj) dull. 
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back was turned, of looking at the pleasing reflection of herself in those polished 
surfaces, for the oak table was usually turned up like a screen, and was more for 
ornament than for use; and she could see herself sometimes in the great round 
pewter dishes that were ranged on the shelves above the long deal dinner-table, 
or in the hobs of the grate, which always shone like jasper.%

Everything was looking at its brightest at this moment, for the sun shone 
right on the pewter dishes, and from their reflecting surfaces pleasant jets of light 
were thrown on mellow oak and bright brass--and on a still pleasanter object 
than these, for some of the rays fell on Dinah's finely moulded cheek, and lit up 
her pale red hair to auburn, as she bent over the heavy household linen which 
she was mending for her aunt.  No scene could have been more peaceful, if Mrs. 
Poyser, who was ironing a few things that still remained from the Monday's 
wash, had not been making a frequent clinking with her iron and moving to and 
fro whenever she wanted it to cool; carrying the keen glance of her blue-grey eye 
from the kitchen to the dairy, where Hetty was making up the butter, and from 
the dairy to the back kitchen, where Nancy was taking the pies out of the oven.  
Do not suppose, however, that Mrs. Poyser was elderly or shrewish in her 
appearance; she was a good-looking woman, not more than eight-and-thirty, of 
fair complexion and sandy hair, well-shapen, light-footed.  The most 
conspicuous article in her attire was an ample checkered linen apron, which 
almost covered her skirt; and nothing could be plainer or less noticeable than her 
cap and gown, for there was no weakness of which she was less tolerant than 
feminine vanity, and the preference of ornament to utility.  The family likeness 
between her and her niece Dinah Morris, with the contrast between her keenness 
and Dinah's seraphic gentleness of expression, might have served a painter as an 
excellent suggestion for a Martha and Mary.  Their eyes were just of the same 
colour, but a striking test of the difference in their operation was seen in the 
demeanour of Trip, the black-and-tan terrier, whenever that much- suspected 
dog unwarily exposed himself to the freezing arctic ray of Mrs. Poyser's glance.  
Her tongue was not less keen than her eye, and, whenever a damsel came within 
earshot, seemed to take up an unfinished lecture, as a barrel-organ takes up a 
tune, precisely at the point where it had left off. 
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attire: (n, v) array, garb, apparel, wear; 
(n) costume, garment, outfit, clothes; 
(v) enrobe, clothe, dress up. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disrobe, bare, strip, 
unclothe; (n) nakedness. 

auburn: (adj) bay, russet, reddish, 
foxy, coloured, dapple, coffee, 
chocolate, brunette; (adj, n) brown, 
tawny. 

checkered: (adj) check, chequered, 
varied, ever changing, motley, plaid, 
dappled, variable, mutable,  

multicolored, mottled. 
clinking: (adj) tinkle, jingle, tinkling, 

cacophonous, reverberant, ringing. 
damsel: (n) demoiselle, damosel, 

damozel, damoiselle, wench, maiden, 
maid, girl, nymph, unmarried 
woman, virgin. 

light-footed: (adj) light, rapid. 
pewter: (n) chowchow, solder, alloy. 
seraphic: (adj) cherubic, angelical, 

godlike, solemn, heavenly, celestial, 
holy, saintlike, lovable, mellifluous,  

mellisonant. 
shelves: (n) shelf, rack, shelving. 
shrewish: (adj) choleric, passionate, 

fiery, peppery, mischievous, 
vixenish, peevish, wicked, quick-
tempered, sagacious, shrewd. 

unwarily: (adv) thoughtlessly, 
carelessly, rashly, heedlessly, 
imprudently, incautiously, recklessly, 
unwatchfully, negligently, 
inconsiderately, indiscreetly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) warily. 
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The fact that it was churning day was another reason why it was 
inconvenient to have the whittaws, and why, consequently, Mrs. Poyser should 
scold Molly the housemaid with unusual severity.  To all appearance Molly had 
got through her after-dinner work in an exemplary manner, had "cleaned herself" 
with great dispatch, and now came to ask, submissively, if she should sit down 
to her spinning till milking time.  But this blameless conduct, according to Mrs. 
Poyser, shrouded a secret indulgence of unbecoming wishes, which she now 
dragged forth and held up to Molly's view with cutting eloquence.%

"Spinning, indeed!  It isn't spinning as you'd be at, I'll be bound, and let you 
have your own way.  I never knew your equals for gallowsness.  To think of a 
gell o' your age wanting to go and sit with half-a-dozen men!  I'd ha' been 
ashamed to let the words pass over my lips if I'd been you. And you, as have 
been here ever since last Michaelmas, and I hired you at Treddles'on stattits, 
without a bit o' character--as I say, you might be grateful to be hired in that way 
to a respectable place; and you knew no more o' what belongs to work when you 
come here than the mawkin i' the field.  As poor a two-fisted thing as ever I saw, 
you know you was.  Who taught you to scrub a floor, I should like to know?  
Why, you'd leave the dirt in heaps i' the corners--anybody 'ud think you'd never 
been brought up among Christians.  And as for spinning, why, you've wasted as 
much as your wage i' the flax you've spoiled learning to spin.  And you've a right 
to feel that, and not to go about as gaping and as thoughtless as if you was 
beholding to nobody.  Comb the wool for the whittaws, indeed!  That's what 
you'd like to be doing, is it?  That's the way with you--that's the road you'd all 
like to go, headlongs to ruin.  You're never easy till you've got some sweetheart 
as is as big a fool as yourself: you think you'll be finely off when you're married, I 
daresay, and have got a three-legged stool to sit on, and never a blanket to cover 
you, and a bit o' oat-cake for your dinner, as three children are a-snatching at." 

"I'm sure I donna want t' go wi' the whittaws," said Molly, whimpering, and 
quite overcome by this Dantean picture of her future, "on'y we allays used to 
comb the wool for 'n at Mester Ottley's; an' so I just axed ye.  I donna want to set 
eyes on the whittaws again; I wish I may never stir if I do." 
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beholding: (n) fusion, seeing, visual 
perception, look. 

blameless: (adj) irreproachable, 
perfect, faultless, unimpeachable, 
pure, spotless, innocent, guiltless, 
inculpable, not guilty, clean. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) culpable, 
blameworthy, responsible, wrong, 
bad, sinful, shameful, flawed. 

flax: (n) hemp, lint, line, feature, 
clothesline, flex, figure, boundary; (v) 
hit, trounce, flog. 

housemaid: (n) amah, maid, 
handmaiden, handmaid, 
maidservant, cleaning woman, girl, 
ayah, charwoman, biddy, maiden. 

scold: (v) reprimand, chide, berate, 
rebuke, abuse, lecture, reproach, rail, 
grouch; (n, v) nag; (adj, n) shrew. 
ANTONYMS: (v) praise, compliment, 
approve. 

submissively: (adv) meekly, 
subserviently, compliantly, passively, 
deferentially, tamely, obsequiously,  

yieldingly, slavishly, acquiescently, 
dutifully. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
forcefully, aggressively, wildly, 
defiantly, assertively. 

two-fisted: (adj) manly, masculine. 
unbecoming: (adj) indecorous, 

unseemly, inappropriate, indecent, 
indelicate, untoward, unworthy, 
unsuitable, shameful, unbefitting, 
incongruous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dignified, becoming, fitting, proper, 
seemly, correct, decent, suitable. 
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"Mr. Ottley's, indeed!  It's fine talking o' what you did at Mr. Ottley's.  Your 
missis there might like her floors dirted wi' whittaws for what I know.  There's 
no knowing what people wonna like--such ways as I've heard of!  I never had a 
gell come into my house as seemed to know what cleaning was; I think people 
live like pigs, for my part.  And as to that Betty as was dairymaid at  Trent's 
before she come to me, she'd ha' left the cheeses without turning from week's end 
to week's end, and the dairy thralls, I might ha' wrote my name on 'em, when I 
come downstairs after my illness, as the doctor said it was inflammation--it was a 
mercy I got well of it.  And to think o' your knowing no better, Molly, and been 
here a-going i' nine months, and not for want o' talking to, neither--and what are 
you stanning there for, like a jack as is run down, instead o' getting your wheel 
out?  You're a rare un for sitting down to your work a little while after it's time to 
put by." 

"Munny, my iron's twite told; pease put it down to warm." 
The small chirruping voice that uttered this request came from a little sunny-

haired girl between three and four, who, seated on a high chair at the end of the 
ironing table, was arduously clutching the handle of a miniature iron with her 
tiny fat fist, and ironing rags with an assiduity that required her to put her little 
red tongue out as far as anatomy would allow.%

"Cold, is it, my darling?  Bless your sweet face!" said Mrs. Poyser, who was 
remarkable for the facility with which she could relapse from her official 
objurgatory to one of fondness or of friendly converse.  "Never mind!  Mother's 
done her ironing now.  She's going to put the ironing things away." 

"Munny, I tould 'ike to do into de barn to Tommy, to see de whittawd." 
"No, no, no; Totty 'ud get her feet wet," said Mrs. Poyser, carrying away her 

iron.  "Run into the dairy and see cousin Hetty make the butter." 
"I tould 'ike a bit o' pum-take," rejoined Totty, who seemed to be provided 

with several relays of requests; at the same time, taking the opportunity of her 
momentary leisure to put her fingers into a bowl of starch, and drag it down so 
as to empty the contents with tolerable completeness on to the ironing sheet. 
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arduously: (adv) difficultly, 
troublesomely, toughly, hardly, 
severely, strenuously, heavily, 
toilsomely, exhaustingly, onerously, 
painstakingly. 

assiduity: (n) application, diligence, 
assiduities, assiduousness, attention, 
ardour, tenacity, industriousness, 
persistence, perseverance, intentness.

completeness: (n) thoroughness, 
entirety, fullness, entireness, unity, 
integrality, plenitude,  

comprehensiveness, perfection, 
totality, wholeness. ANTONYM: (n) 
incompleteness. 

dairymaid: (n) farmhand, fieldhand, 
dey. 

ironing: (n) flatwork, household linen, 
flat wash. 

missis: (n) wife, missus, lady, mistress, 
matron, married woman. 

objurgatory: (v) denunciatory, 
reproachful, disparaging, abusive, 
damnatory; (adj) vituperative,  

clamorous. 
pease: (n) cessation, ease, intermission, 

others, overplus, pause, pousse, 
peacefulness, rest. 

rags: (adj) refuse, rubble, scourings, 
sweepings, trash, waste; (n) clothing, 
tatter, orts, odds and ends, dress. 

relays: (n) race. 
starch: (v) stiffen; (adj) stiff, glair; (n) 

cornstarch, arrowroot, arum, 
cornflour, sago, manioc, cassava, 
vitality. 
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"Did ever anybody see the like?" screamed Mrs. Poyser, running towards the 
table when her eye had fallen on the blue stream.  "The child's allays i' mischief if 
your back's turned a minute.  What shall I do to you, you naughty, naughty 
gell?" 

Totty, however, had descended from her chair with great swiftness, and was 
already in retreat towards the dairy with a sort of waddling run, and an amount 
of fat on the nape of her neck which made her look like the metamorphosis of a 
white suckling pig.%

The starch having been wiped up by Molly's help, and the ironing apparatus 
put by, Mrs. Poyser took up her knitting which always lay ready at hand, and 
was the work she liked best, because she could carry it on automatically as she 
walked to and fro.  But now she came and sat down opposite Dinah, whom she 
looked at in a meditative way, as she knitted her grey worsted stocking. 

"You look th' image o' your Aunt Judith, Dinah, when you sit a- sewing.  I 
could almost fancy it was thirty years back, and I was a little gell at home, 
looking at Judith as she sat at her work, after she'd done the house up; only it 
was a little cottage, Father's was, and not a big rambling house as gets dirty i' 
one corner as fast as you clean it in another--but for all that, I could fancy you 
was your Aunt Judith, only her hair was a deal darker than yours, and she was 
stouter and broader i' the shoulders.  Judith and me allays hung together, though 
she had such queer ways, but your mother and her never could agree.  Ah, your 
mother little thought as she'd have a daughter just cut out after the very pattern 
o' Judith, and leave her an orphan, too, for Judith to take care on, and bring up 
with a spoon when she was in the graveyard at Stoniton.  I allays said that o' 
Judith, as she'd bear a pound weight any day to save anybody else carrying a 
ounce.  And she was just the same from the first o' my remembering her; it made 
no difference in her, as I could see, when she took to the Methodists, only she 
talked a bit different and wore a different sort o' cap; but she'd never in her life 
spent a penny on herself more than keeping herself decent." 

"She was a blessed woman," said Dinah; "God had given her a loving, self-
forgetting nature, and He perfected it by grace.  And she was very fond of you 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

meditative: (adj, v) thoughtful, 
pensive; (adj) wistful, reflective, 
broody, museful, ruminative, 
musing, brooding; (v) philosophical, 
sedate. 

metamorphosis: (n) alteration, change, 
conversion, transformation, 
metamorphism, translation, 
transmutation, transfiguration, 
revision, modification, 
transmogrification. 

nape: (n) nucha, scruff, occiput, rear,  

back end, backside, chine. 
orphan: (n) waif, caterpillar, nymph, 

nympha, cocoon, Aurelia, tyke, 
staddle, youngster, shaver; (adj) 
orphaned. 

perfected: (adj) consummate, 
elaborate, mellow, mature, ripe, 
fulfilled, done, formed; (v) 
completed, consummated, excessive.

rambling: (adj) disjointed, incoherent, 
desultory, discursive, erratic, 
excursive, meandering, diffuse, loose, 

errant; (adj, n) wandering. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) coherent, abrupt, 
conclusive, pithy, taciturn, compact. 

suckling: (n) infant, babe, baby, 
nursling, sucker, weanling, yearling, 
greenhorn, nursing, parasite; (adj) 
lactant. 

swiftness: (n) speed, haste, rapidity, 
celerity, acceleration, quickness, 
promptness, pace, velocity, agility, 
dispatch. ANTONYM: (n) 
clumsiness. 
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too, Aunt Rachel.  I often heard her talk of you in the same sort of way.  When 
she had that bad illness, and I was only eleven years old, she used to say, 'You'll 
have a friend on earth in your Aunt Rachel, if I'm taken from you, for she has a 
kind heart,' and I'm sure I've found it so."%

"I don't know how, child; anybody 'ud be cunning to do anything for you, I 
think; you're like the birds o' th' air, and live nobody knows how.  I'd ha' been 
glad to behave to you like a mother's sister, if you'd come and live i' this country 
where there's some shelter and victual for man and beast, and folks don't live on 
the naked hills, like poultry a-scratching on a gravel bank.  And then you might 
get married to some decent man, and there'd be plenty ready to have you, if 
you'd only leave off that preaching, as is ten times worse than anything your 
Aunt Judith ever did.  And even if you'd marry Seth Bede, as is a poor wool-
gathering Methodist and's never like to have a penny beforehand, I know your 
uncle 'ud help you with a pig, and very like a cow, for he's allays been good-
natur'd to my kin, for all they're poor, and made 'em welcome to the house; and 
'ud do for you, I'll be bound, as much as ever he'd do for Hetty, though she's his 
own niece.  And there's linen in the house as I could well spare you, for I've got 
lots o' sheeting and table-clothing, and towelling, as isn't made up.  There's a 
piece o' sheeting I could give you as that squinting Kitty spun--she was a rare 
girl to spin, for all she squinted, and the children couldn't abide her; and, you 
know, the spinning's going on constant, and there's new linen wove twice as fast 
as the old wears out.  But where's the use o' talking, if ye wonna be persuaded, 
and settle down like any other woman in her senses, i'stead o' wearing yourself 
out with walking and preaching, and giving away every penny you get, so as 
you've nothing saved against sickness; and all the things you've got i' the world, 
I verily believe, 'ud go into a bundle no bigger nor a double cheese.  And all 
because you've got notions i' your head about religion more nor what's i' the 
Catechism and the Prayer-book." 

"But not more than what's in the Bible, Aunt," said Dinah. 
"Yes, and the Bible too, for that matter," Mrs. Poyser rejoined, rather sharply; 

"else why shouldn't them as know best what's in the Bible--the parsons and 
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abide: (v) endure, bide, undergo, 
tolerate, take, suffer, stomach, bear, 
brook; (adj, v) stay, dwell. 
ANTONYMS: (v) check, depart, 
disallow, disapprove, disbelieve, 
journey, dodge, leave, migrate, move, 
pass. 

beforehand: (adv) previously, ahead, 
in advance, in anticipation, first; (adj, 
adv) early, aforehand; (adj) advance, 
already, afore; (n) prior. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) afterwards,  

afterward, later, late, subsequently. 
cunning: (adj) crafty, canny, adroit, 

wily, sly, shrewd, tricky, artful; (n) 
craftiness, craft, cleverness. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, honest, 
stupid, unimaginative, gullible, 
ingenuous, straightforward, candid, 
sincere; (n) frankness, 
straightforwardness. 

poultry: (n) chicken, fowl, hen, 
domestic fowl, bird, Guinea, cochin, 
dove, fowls, capon, chick. 

sheeting: (n) cover, sheathing, textile, 
cloth, canvas, bed linen, asbestos 
sheeting, oilcloth, material, fabric, 
plywood sheeting. 

squinting: (n) strabismus; (adj) closed. 
towelling: (n) huck, huckaback, Terry, 

terrycloth, textile, cloth, fabric, Terry 
towelling, material, Terry cloth. 

verily: (adj, adv) really; (adv) indeed, in 
reality, genuinely, quitely, actually, 
selfly, truely, identically, exactly; 
(adv, int) in truth. 
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people as have got nothing to do but learn it--do the same as you do?  But, for the 
matter o' that, if everybody was to do like you, the world must come to a 
standstill; for if everybody tried to do without house and home, and with poor 
eating and drinking, and was allays talking as we must despise the things o' the 
world as you say, I should like to know where the pick o' the stock, and the corn, 
and the best new-milk cheeeses 'ud have to go.  Everybody 'ud be wanting bread 
made o' tail ends and everybody 'ud be running after everybody else to preach to 
'em, istead o' bringing up their families, and laying by against a bad harvest.  It 
stands to sense as that can't be the right religion."%

"Nay, dear aunt, you never heard me say that all people are called to forsake 
their work and their families.  It's quite right the land should be ploughed and 
sowed, and the precious corn stored, and the things of this life cared for, and 
right that people should rejoice in their families, and provide for them, so that 
this is done in the fear of the Lord, and that they are not unmindful of the soul's 
wants while they are caring for the body.  We can all be servants of God 
wherever our lot is cast, but He gives us different sorts of work, according as He 
fits us for it and calls us to it.  I can no more help spending my life in trying to do 
what I can for the souls of others, than you could help running if you heard little 
Totty crying at the other end of the house; the voice would go to your heart, you 
would think the dear child was in trouble or in danger, and you couldn't rest 
without running to help her and comfort her." 

"Ah," said Mrs. Poyser, rising and walking towards the door, "I know it 'ud 
be just the same if I was to talk to you for hours.  You'd make me the same 
answer, at th' end.  I might as well talk to the running brook and tell it to stan' 
still." 

The causeway outside the kitchen door was dry enough now for Mrs. Poyser 
to stand there quite pleasantly and see what was going on in the yard, the grey 
worsted stocking making a steady progress in her hands all the while.  But she 
had not been standing there more than five minutes before she came in again, 
and said to Dinah, in rather a flurried, awe-stricken tone, "If there isn't Captain 
Donnithorne and Mr. Irwine a-coming into the yard!  I'll lay my life they're come 
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brook: (v) endure, abide, stomach, 
stand, tolerate, digest, suffer, 
support, undergo; (n, v) creek; (n) 
stream. ANTONYMS: (v) spurn, 
resist, reject, prohibit. 

causeway: (n) pathway, sidewalk, 
path, track, alley, footpath, jetty, 
causey, walkway; (v) furnish, 
provide. 

flurried: (adj) frightened, agitated; (v) 
gallied. 

harvest: (n, v) fruit; (v) gain, glean,  

gather, amass, get, reap, pick; (n) 
ingathering, profit, produce. 

laying: (n) egg laying, placing, 
parturition, place, repose, setting, 
put, position, lay, oyster park, 
oviposition. 

ploughed: (v) plucked. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unplowed. 

sowed: (adj) sown. 
standstill: (n) impasse, deadlock, 

cessation, pause, halt, stagnation, 
inaction, stay, stop, interruption; (adj, 

n) stand. ANTONYM: (n) progress. 
stocking: (n) hosiery, boothose, trunk 

hose, supplying, stocking level, 
tights, silk stocking, nylons, nylon 
stocking, rayon stocking; (adj) 
stockinged. 

unmindful: (adj) negligent, mindless, 
careless, oblivious, heedless, 
forgetful, neglectful, ungrateful, 
inattentive, regardless; (adj, v) remiss. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mindful, 
attentive, conscious, careful. 
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to speak about your preaching on the Green, Dinah; it's you must answer 'em, for 
I'm dumb.  I've said enough a'ready about your bringing such disgrace upo' your 
uncle's family.  I wouldn't ha' minded if you'd been Mr. Poyser's own niece--folks 
must put up wi' their own kin, as they put up wi' their own noses--it's their own 
flesh and blood.  But to think of a niece o' mine being cause o' my husband's 
being turned out of his farm, and me brought him no fortin but my savin's----" 

"Nay, dear Aunt Rachel," said Dinah gently, "you've no cause for such fears.  
I've strong assurance that no evil will happen to you and my uncle and the 
children from anything I've done.  I didn't preach without direction." 

"Direction!  I know very well what you mean by direction," said Mrs. Poyser, 
knitting in a rapid and agitated manner.  "When there's a bigger maggot than 
usial in your head you call it 'direction'; and then nothing can stir you--you look 
like the statty o' the outside o' Treddles'on church, a-starin' and a- smilin' 
whether it's fair weather or foul.  I hanna common patience with you." 

By this time the two gentlemen had reached the palings and had got down 
from their horses: it was plain they meant to come in.  Mrs. Poyser advanced to 
the door to meet them, curtsying low and trembling between anger with Dinah 
and anxiety to conduct herself with perfect propriety on the occasion.  For in 
those days the keenest of bucolic minds felt a whispering awe at the sight of the 
gentry, such as of old men felt when they stood on tiptoe to watch the gods 
passing by in tall human shape.%

"Well, Mrs. Poyser, how are you after this stormy morning?" said Mr. Irwine, 
with his stately cordiality.  "Our feet are quite dry; we shall not soil your 
beautiful floor." 

"Oh, sir, don't mention it," said Mrs. Poyser.  "Will you and the captain please 
to walk into the parlour?" 

"No, indeed, thank you, Mrs. Poyser," said the captain, looking eagerly round 
the kitchen, as if his eye were seeking something it could not find.  "I delight in 
your kitchen.  I think it is the most charming room I know.  I should like every 
farmer's wife to come and look at it for a pattern." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

agitated: (adj) upset, excited, nervous, 
restive, tumultuous, distressed, tense, 
jumpy, overwrought, anxious, 
alarmed. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
lethargic, tranquil, relaxed, assured, 
cool, still. 

bucolic: (adj, n) pastoral, provincial; 
(adj) rural, rustic, idyllic, country, 
countrified; (n) eclogue, idyl, idyll, 
peasant. 

cordiality: (adj, n) friendliness, 
geniality, sympathy, sociability; (n)  

hospitality, sincerity, affability, 
amity, kindness, amiability; (v) 
heartiness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
frostiness, disapproval, 
disapprobation, disagreement, 
difference, misunderstanding, 
hostility, rudeness. 

gods: (n) gallery. 
maggot: (n) larva, crotchet, conceit, 

freak, chimera, quirk, fad, capriccio; 
(adj, n) worm; (adj) mite, emmet. 

palings: (n) inclosure, fencing,  

enclosure. 
propriety: (adj, n) decency, modesty, 

correctness, aptitude; (n) decorum, 
fitness, etiquette, civility, grace, 
politeness, manners. ANTONYMS: 
(n) impropriety, rudeness, 
unsuitableness, indecorum, 
decadence, tactlessness, corruption, 
vulgarity, indecency. 

tiptoe: (v) tip, tippytoe, creep, patter, 
skirt, skip, tilt, sidle, lean; (adj) alert; 
(n) quieter. ANTONYM: (v) clump. 
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"Oh, you're pleased to say so, sir.  Pray take a seat," said Mrs. Poyser, relieved 
a little by this compliment and the captain's evident good-humour, but still 
glancing anxiously at Mr. Irwine, who, she saw, was looking at Dinah and 
advancing towards her.%

"Poyser is not at home, is he?" said Captain Donnithorne, seating himself 
where he could see along the short passage to the open dairy-door. 

"No, sir, he isn't; he's gone to Rosseter to see Mr. West, the factor, about the 
wool.  But there's Father i' the barn, sir, if he'd be of any use." 

"No, thank you; I'll just look at the whelps and leave a message about them 
with your shepherd.  I must come another day and see your husband; I want to 
have a consultation with him about horses.  Do you know when he's likely to be 
at liberty?" 

"Why, sir, you can hardly miss him, except it's o' Treddles'on market-day--
that's of a Friday, you know.  For if he's anywhere on the farm we can send for 
him in a minute.  If we'd got rid o' the Scantlands, we should have no outlying 
fields; and I should be glad of it, for if ever anything happens, he's sure to be 
gone to the Scantlands.  Things allays happen so contrairy, if they've a chance; 
and it's an unnat'ral thing to have one bit o' your farm in one county and all the 
rest in another." 

"Ah, the Scantlands would go much better with Choyce's farm, especially as 
he wants dairyland and you've got plenty.  I think yours is the prettiest farm on 
the estate, though; and do you know, Mrs. Poyser, if I were going to marry and 
settle, I should be tempted to turn you out, and do up this fine old house, and 
turn farmer myself." 

"Oh, sir," said Mrs. Poyser, rather alarmed, "you wouldn't like it at all.  As for 
farming, it's putting money into your pocket wi' your right hand and fetching it 
out wi' your left.  As fur as I can see, it's raising victual for other folks and just 
getting a mouthful for yourself and your children as you go along.  Not as you'd 
be like a poor man as wants to get his bread--you could afford to lose as much 
money as you liked i' farming--but it's poor fun losing money, I should think, 
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advancing: (adj) progressive, moving 
forward, increasing, moving, 
processive, thriving, ongoing, 
aggressive; (n) advancement, 
progression, proceeding. 

alarmed: (adj) afraid, scared, 
frightened, apprehensive, horrified, 
anxious, uneasy, agitated, shocked, 
terrified, concerned. ANTONYM: 
(adj) carefree. 

compliment: (n, v) praise, honor; (v) 
laud, flattery, applaud, greet,  

adulation, congratulate, belaud; (n) 
eulogy, tribute. ANTONYMS: (n) 
criticism, reproach, disparagement; 
(n, v) slander, libel; (v) criticize, 
denounce, disparage, denigrate, 
complain, belittle. 

fetching: (adj) attractive, engaging, 
tempting, winning, fetch, charming, 
catching, catchy, taking, fetchingly, 
fascinating. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unattractive, repulsive, ugly. 

glancing: (adj) passing. 

outlying: (adj) faraway, remote, far, 
outer, isolated, outdoor, outward, 
exterior, peripheral, outstanding, 
secluded. ANTONYMS: (adj) central, 
metropolitan, nearby, neighboring. 

seating: (n) room, circle, parterre, 
parquet, orchestra, service, way, base, 
footing, housing, stand. 

shepherd: (n) clergyman, sheepman, 
minister, herdsman, sheepherder, 
priest, presbyter; (v) lead, conduct, 
guide, guard. 

 



Adam Bede 88

though I understan' it's what the great folks i' London play at more than 
anything.  For my husband heard at market as Lord Dacey's eldest son had lost 
thousands upo' thousands to the Prince o' Wales, and they said my lady was 
going to pawn her jewels to pay for him.  But you know more about that than I 
do, sir.  But, as for farming, sir, I canna think as you'd like it; and this house--the 
draughts in it are enough to cut you through, and it's my opinion the floors 
upstairs are very rotten, and the rats i' the cellar are beyond anything." 

"Why, that's a terrible picture, Mrs. Poyser.  I think I should be doing you a 
service to turn you out of such a place.  But there's no chance of that.  I'm not 
likely to settle for the next twenty years, till I'm a stout gentleman of forty; and 
my grandfather would never consent to part with such good tenants as you." 

"Well, sir, if he thinks so well o' Mr. Poyser for a tenant I wish you could put 
in a word for him to allow us some new gates for the Five closes, for my 
husband's been asking and asking till he's tired, and to think o' what he's done 
for the farm, and's never had a penny allowed him, be the times bad or good.  
And as I've said to my husband often and often, I'm sure if the captain had 
anything to do with it, it wouldn't be so.  Not as I wish to speak disrespectful o' 
them as have got the power i' their hands, but it's more than flesh and blood 'ull 
bear sometimes, to be toiling and striving, and up early and down late, and 
hardly sleeping a wink when you lie down for thinking as the cheese may swell, 
or the cows may slip their calf, or the wheat may grow green again i' the sheaf--
and after all, at th' end o' the year, it's like as if you'd been cooking a feast and 
had got the smell of it for your pains." 

Mrs. Poyser, once launched into conversation, always sailed along without 
any check from her preliminary awe of the gentry.  The confidence she felt in her 
own powers of exposition was a motive force that overcame all resistance.%

"I'm afraid I should only do harm instead of good, if I were to speak about the 
gates, Mrs. Poyser," said the captain, "though I assure you there's no man on the 
estate I would sooner say a word for than your husband.  I know his farm is in 
better order than any other within ten miles of us; and as for the kitchen," he 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

calf: (n) calves, calfskin, sura, foal, 
shorthorn, pup, kitten, colt, leather, 
kid, box calf. 

cellar: (n) basement, cellarage, wine 
cellar, godown, warehouse, winery, 
silo, pit, excavation, story, storey. 

draughts: (n) solitaire, go bang, 
backgammon, misere chess, chess, 
dominos, board game. 

exposition: (n) comment, exhibition, 
show, explanation, elucidation, 
clarification, exhibit, description,  

demonstration, dissertation, fair. 
jewels: (n) jewelry, gems, wealth, 

hoops, Perrie, riches, studs, fortune, 
fineness, earrings, decoration. 

pawn: (n) bail, hostage, instrument, 
mortgage, gage, guarantee, bond, 
collateral, lien, tool; (v) hock. 
ANTONYM: (v) redeem. 

stout: (adj, n) sturdy, stocky, hearty; 
(adj) hardy, strong, robust, obese, 
husky, bold, corpulent, fleshy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, slim, flimsy, 

cowardly, slight, skinny, fragile, 
weak. 

swell: (n, v) rise, heave, increase, 
wave, billow; (v) enlarge, expand, 
puff, grow, bloat; (adj, n) dandy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deflate, desiccate, 
shrink, compress, concentrate, wane; 
(n, v) decline; (adj) bad, horrible, 
shabby, awful. 

wink: (n, v) twinkle, blink, flash; (n) 
instant, twinkling, trice; (v) sparkle, 
nictitate, flicker, nictate, leer. 
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added, smiling, "I don't believe there's one in the kingdom to beat it.  By the by, 
I've never seen your dairy: I must see your dairy, Mrs. Poyser." 

"Indeed, sir, it's not fit for you to go in, for Hetty's in the middle o' making 
the butter, for the churning was thrown late, and I'm quite ashamed."  This Mrs. 
Poyser said blushing, and believing that the captain was really interested in her 
milk-pans, and would adjust his opinion of her to the appearance of her dairy.%

"Oh, I've no doubt it's in capital order.  Take me in," said the captain, himself 
leading the way, while Mrs. Poyser followed. 
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adjust: (v) temper, accommodate, 
adapt, align, fix, set, fit, regulate; (adj, 
v) balance, dress; (n, v) square. 
ANTONYMS: (v) derange, upset, 
unsuit, unfit, confuse, disorganize, 
disorder, disarrange, maintain, leave, 
worsen. 

believing: (adj) faith, believe, faithful, 
basic cognitive process, gullible, 
Catholic, religious, loyal, certain, 
Christian, credent. 

blushing: (adj) rosy, coy, blushful,  

flushed, red, shy, bashful, 
overmodest, ruddy; (adv) blushingly, 
ablush. ANTONYM: (adj) pale. 

butter: (v) gloze, slaver, flatter; (adj) 
butyraceous, dough, pudding; (n) fat, 
scrapper, fighter, oil, tallow. 

churning: (n) emulsifying; (adj) 
turbulent, roily, roiled, annoyed, 
agitated, roiling. 

dairy: (n) farm, dairy farm, milk, 
laundry, greengrocer, dairy 
processing plant, delicatessen, fish  

store, supermarket, confectionery, 
grocery. 

smiling: (adv) smilingly; (adj) bright, 
cheerful, jolly, joyful, of good cheer, 
twinkly, fair, sunny; (n) grinning, 
grin. ANTONYMS: (adj) sad, gloomy. 

thrown: (adj) puzzled, confused, 
thrown and twisted, upset, 
disconcerted, unnerved, terrified, 
scared out of your wits, mystified, 
frightened; (n) reminder. 
ANTONYM: (adj) calm. 
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CHAPTER  V I I  

 
THE  DA IRY  

 
 

The dairy was certainly worth looking at: it was a scene to sicken for with a 
sort of calenture in hot and dusty streets--such coolness, such purity, such fresh 
fragrance of new-pressed cheese, of firm butter, of wooden vessels perpetually 
bathed in pure water; such soft colouring of red earthenware and creamy 
surfaces, brown wood and polished tin, grey limestone and rich orange-red rust 
on the iron weights and hooks and hinges.  But one gets only a confused notion 
of these details when they surround a distractingly pretty girl of seventeen, 
standing on little pattens and rounding her dimpled arm to lift a pound of butter 
out of the scale.%

Hetty blushed a deep rose-colour when Captain Donnithorne entered the 
dairy and spoke to her; but it was not at all a distressed blush, for it was 
inwreathed with smiles and dimples, and with sparkles from under long, curled, 
dark eyelashes; and while her aunt was discoursing to him about the limited 
amount of milk that was to be spared for butter and cheese so long as the calves 
were not all weaned, and a large quantity but inferior quality of milk yielded by 
the shorthorn, which had been bought on experiment, together with other 
matters which must be interesting to a young gentleman who would one day be 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bathed: (adj) sweaty. 
blush: (n, v) glow, color; (v) redden, 

crimson; (n) red, bloom, rosiness, 
ruddiness, redness; (adj) bashful; 
(adv) blushingly. ANTONYMS: (v) 
blanch, pale, blench; (n) paleness. 

calenture: (adj) fever, temperature. 
coolness: (n) chill, cool, composure, 

assurance, cold, calmness, alienation, 
frigidity, equanimity, chilliness, 
poise. ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
panic, approachability, mustiness,  

turbulence, agitation. 
dimpled: (adj) dimply, hollow. 
earthenware: (v) China, porcelain, 

pottery, ceramic ware; (adj) ceramic; 
(n) ceramics, delft, clay, stoneware, 
faience, majolica. 

fragrance: (n, v) aroma, perfume, 
scent, smell; (n) bouquet, odor, 
essence, odour, redolence, sweetness; 
(adj) fragrant. ANTONYMS: (n) stink, 
stench. 

hooks: (n) maulers, meat hooks. 

perpetually: (adv) eternally, 
everlastingly, always, incessantly, 
continually, endlessly, permanently, 
unceasingly, ceaselessly, ever; (adj, 
adv) forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
erratically, sporadically. 

shorthorn: (n) calf, Durham, milch 
cow, heifer, cow, beef, beef cattle. 

sicken: (v) repel, nauseate, revolt, 
disgust, pall, shock, offend, appall, 
scandalize, get sick, languish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attract, delight. 
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a landlord, Hetty tossed and patted her pound of butter with quite a self-
possessed, coquettish air, slyly conscious that no turn of her head was lost.%

There are various orders of beauty, causing men to make fools of themselves 
in various styles, from the desperate to the sheepish; but there is one order of 
beauty which seems made to turn the heads not only of men, but of all intelligent 
mammals, even of women.  It is a beauty like that of kittens, or very small 
downy ducks making gentle rippling noises with their soft bills, or babies just 
beginning to toddle and to engage in conscious mischief--a beauty with which 
you can never be angry, but that you feel ready to crush for inability to 
comprehend the state of mind into which it throws you.  Hetty Sorrel's was that 
sort of beauty.  Her aunt, Mrs. Poyser, who professed to despise all personal 
attractions and intended to be the severest of mentors, continually gazed at 
Hetty's charms by the sly, fascinated in spite of herself; and after administering 
such a scolding as naturally flowed from her anxiety to do well by her husband's 
niece--who had no mother of her own to scold her, poor thing!--she would often 
confess to her husband, when they were safe out of hearing, that she firmly 
believed, "the naughtier the little huzzy behaved, the prettier she looked." 

It is of little use for me to tell you that Hetty's cheek was like a rose-petal, that 
dimples played about her pouting lips, that her large dark eyes hid a soft 
roguishness under their long lashes, and that her curly hair, though all pushed 
back under her round cap while she was at work, stole back in dark delicate 
rings on her forehead, and about her white shell-like ears; it is of little use for me 
to say how lovely was the contour of her pink-and-white neckerchief, tucked into 
her low plum-coloured stuff boddice, or how the linen butter-making apron, 
with its bib, seemed a thing to be imitated in silk by duchesses, since it fell in 
such charming lines, or how her brown stockings and thick-soled buckled shoes 
lost all that clumsiness which they must certainly have had when empty of her 
foot and ankle--of little use, unless you have seen a woman who affected you as 
Hetty affected her beholders, for otherwise, though you might conjure up the 
image of a lovely woman, she would not in the least resemble that distracting 
kittenlike maiden.  I might mention all the divine charms of a bright spring day, 
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clumsiness: (n) stiffness, roughness, 
gracelessness, maladroitness, 
gaucherie, ineptitude, gawkiness, 
posture, ungracefulness, inelegance, 
unskillfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deftness, flamboyance, competence, 
cleverness, grace, gracefulness, 
skillfulness, diplomacy, urbanity, 
smoothness, elegance. 

coquettish: (adj) flirtatious, coy, 
kittenish, charming, coquet, arch, 
fickle. 

downy: (adj) flossy, fuzzy, soft, hairy, 
fleecy, silken, nappy, furry, 
downlike; (v) flocculent, flaccid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) coarse, hard. 

imitated: (adj) mimical. 
kittens: (n) dust, fuzz. 
pouting: (adj) sullen. 
roguishness: (n) rascality, roguery, 

mischievousness, naughtiness, 
prankishness, deviltry, devilry, 
devilment, badness, blaze, 
maleficence. 

scolding: (n) rebuke, lecture, 
castigation, admonition, reproof, 
objurgation, chiding, dressing, 
jobation, scold, rating. ANTONYMS: 
(n) compliment, approval. 

self-possessed: (adj) calm, composed, 
level-headed, steady, imperturbable, 
serene, cool, collected, placid, 
unflappable, sober. 

toddle: (v) paddle, stroll, saunter, 
walk, totter, coggle; (n, v) stride; (n) 
stalk, stump, strut, straddle. 
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but if you had never in your life utterly forgotten yourself in straining your eyes 
after the mounting lark, or in wandering through the still lanes when the fresh-
opened blossoms fill them with a sacred silent beauty like that of fretted aisles, 
where would be the use of my descriptive catalogue?  I could never make you 
know what I meant by a bright spring day.  Hetty's was a spring-tide beauty; it 
was the beauty of young frisking things, round-limbed, gambolling, 
circumventing you by a false air of innocence--the innocence of a young star- 
browed calf, for example, that, being inclined for a promenade out of bounds, 
leads you a severe steeplechase over hedge and ditch, and only comes to a stand 
in the middle of a bog.%

And they are the prettiest attitudes and movements into which a pretty girl is 
thrown in making up butter--tossing movements that give a charming curve to 
the arm, and a sideward inclination of the round white neck; little patting and 
rolling movements with the palm of the hand, and nice adaptations and 
finishings which cannot at all be effected without a great play of the pouting 
mouth and the dark eyes.  And then the butter itself seems to communicate a 
fresh charm--it is so pure, so sweet-scented; it is turned off the mould with such 
a beautiful firm surface, like marble in a pale yellow light!  Moreover, Hetty was 
particularly clever at making up the butter; it was the one performance of hers 
that her aunt allowed to pass without severe criticism; so she handled it with all 
the grace that belongs to mastery. 

"I hope you will be ready for a great holiday on the thirtieth of July, Mrs. 
Poyser," said Captain Donnithorne, when he had sufficiently admired the dairy 
and given several improvised opinions on Swede turnips and shorthorns.  "You 
know what is to happen then, and I shall expect you to be one of the guests who 
come earliest and leave latest.  Will you promise me your hand for two dances, 
Miss Hetty?  If I don't get your promise now, I know I shall hardly have a chance, 
for all the smart young farmers will take care to secure you." 

Hetty smiled and blushed, but before she could answer, Mrs. Poyser 
interposed, scandalized at the mere suggestion that the young squire could be 
excluded by any meaner partners. 
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frisking: (n) search, hunt, hunting, 
searching. 

improvised: (adj, adv) off the cuff, 
informal, unplanned; (adj) 
extemporaneous, improvisatory, 
offhand, makeshift, spontaneous, 
unrehearsed, temporary, 
extemporized. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
prepared, permanent. 

interposed: (adj) interjacent, 
intercedent, intervenient, 
parenthetical, intermediate colors,  

mediate. 
lark: (n) joke, fun, trick, prank, antic, 

caper, game; (n, v) romp, frolic, 
gambol; (v) rollick. 

leads: (n) slating, pieced leads, slates, 
pile driving leads, tiling. 

promenade: (n, v) stroll, walk, amble, 
ramble; (v) march, parade; (n) 
esplanade, perambulation, prom, 
ball, mall. 

sideward: (adv) sidewards; (adj) side. 
squire: (n, v) escort; (n) landlord,  

gallant, attendant, beau, gentleman, 
esquire, landowner, landholder, 
armiger; (v) attend. 

steeplechase: (n) ski jump, run, foot 
race, footrace, horse race. 

straining: (n) effort, push, exertion, 
distortion, overrefinement, tension, 
endeavor, torture, twisting; (adj) 
arduous; (v) tighten. 

sweet-scented: (adj) fragrant. 
turnips: (n) root crop, brassica, genus 

brassica, cauliflowers, potatoes. 
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"Indeed, sir, you are very kind to take that notice of her.  And I'm sure, 
whenever you're pleased to dance with her, she'll be proud and thankful, if she 
stood still all the rest o' th' evening." 

"Oh no, no, that would be too cruel to all the other young fellows who can 
dance.  But you will promise me two dances, won't you?" the captain continued, 
determined to make Hetty look at him and speak to him.%

Hetty dropped the prettiest little curtsy, and stole a half-shy, half-coquettish 
glance at him as she said, "Yes, thank you, sir." 

"And you must bring all your children, you know, Mrs. Poyser; your little 
Totty, as well as the boys.  I want all the youngest children on the estate to be 
there--all those who will be fine young men and women when I'm a bald old 
fellow." 

"Oh dear, sir, that 'ull be a long time first," said Mrs. Poyser, quite overcome 
at the young squire's speaking so lightly of himself, and thinking how her 
husband would be interested in hearing her recount this remarkable specimen of 
high-born humour.  The captain was thought to be "very full of his jokes," and 
was a great favourite throughout the estate on account of his free manners.  
Every tenant was quite sure things would be different when the reins got into his 
hands--there was to be a millennial abundance of new gates, allowances of lime, 
and returns of ten per cent. 

"But where is Totty to-day?" he said.  "I want to see her." 
"Where is the little un, Hetty?" said Mrs. Poyser.  "She came in here not long 

ago." 
"I don't know.  She went into the brewhouse to Nancy, I think." 
The proud mother, unable to resist the temptation to show her Totty, passed 

at once into the back kitchen, in search of her, not, however, without misgivings 
lest something should have happened to render her person and attire unfit for 
presentation. 

"And do you carry the butter to market when you've made it?" said the 
Captain to Hetty, meanwhile. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cent: (adj) picayune, mill, pistareen; (n) 
subunit, rupee, red cent, centime. 

curtsy: (n, v) bob, curtsey; (adj, n, v) 
courtesy, kowtow; (v) nod, kneel, 
bow submission, recognize; (n) 
obeisance; (adj) salaam, kotow. 

millennial: (adj) millennium, 
millennian. 

misgivings: (n) anxiety, doubt, 
misgiving, apprehension, fear, 
suspicion, doubts, concern, 
consternation, disbelief, foreboding.  

ANTONYM: (n) equanimity. 
recount: (v) tell, recite, relate, describe, 

enumerate, inform, detail, rehearse, 
count, report, convey. 

reins: (n) bridle, Reins of a vault, reins 
of government, wheel, gearshift, 
joystick, pedals, potency, power, 
powerfulness. 

render: (v) interpret, explain, give, 
offer, furnish, pay, construe, return, 
provide, impart, translate. 

thankful: (adj) appreciative, indebted, 

beholden, obliged, contented, 
pleased, gratified, relieved, under 
obligation, appreciatory, welcome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) worried, 
unappreciative, unthankful, sorry. 

unfit: (adj) inappropriate, improper, 
inapt, unbecoming, incompetent, 
unable, incapable, unsuitable, bad; 
(adj, v) incapacitate; (v) indispose. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appropriate, 
suitable, ready, healthy, able, firm, 
competent; (v) qualify. 
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"Oh no, sir; not when it's so heavy.  I'm not strong enough to carry it.  Alick 
takes it on horseback." 

"No, I'm sure your pretty arms were never meant for such heavy weights.  
But you go out a walk sometimes these pleasant evenings, don't you?  Why don't 
you have a walk in the Chase sometimes, now it's so green and pleasant?  I 
hardly ever see you anywhere except at home and at church." 

"Aunt doesn't like me to go a-walking only when I'm going somewhere," said 
Hetty.  "But I go through the Chase sometimes." 

"And don't you ever go to see Mrs. Best, the housekeeper?  I think I saw you 
once in the housekeeper's room." 

"It isn't Mrs. Best, it's Mrs. Pomfret, the lady's maid, as I go to see.  She's 
teaching me tent-stitch and the lace-mending.  I'm going to tea with her to-
morrow afternoon." 

The reason why there had been space for this tete-a-tete can only be known 
by looking into the back kitchen, where Totty had been discovered rubbing a 
stray blue-bag against her nose, and in the same moment allowing some liberal 
indigo drops to fall on her afternoon pinafore.  But now she appeared holding 
her mother's hand--the end of her round nose rather shiny from a recent and 
hurried application of soap and water.%

"Here she is!" said the captain, lifting her up and setting her on the low stone 
shelf.  "Here's Totty!  By the by, what's her other name?  She wasn't christened 
Totty." 

"Oh, sir, we call her sadly out of her name.  Charlotte's her christened name.  
It's a name i' Mr. Poyser's family: his grandmother was named Charlotte.  But we 
began with calling her Lotty, and now it's got to Totty.  To be sure it's more like a 
name for a dog than a Christian child." 

"Totty's a capital name.  Why, she looks like a Totty.  Has she got a pocket 
on?" said the captain, feeling in his own waistcoat pockets. 

Totty immediately with great gravity lifted up her frock, and showed a tiny 
pink pocket at present in a state of collapse. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

began: (v) Gan. 
drops: (n) tear. 
frock: (n) dress, gown, clothing, attire, 

robe, kirtle, habit, clothes, coat, 
chemise, caftan. 

housekeeper: (n) factotum, mistress, 
shepherd, householder, housewife, 
domestic, cleaning woman, croupier, 
domestic help, seneschal, house 
servant. 

indigo: (adj, n) blue; (n) anil, 
Indigofera tinctoria, shrub, dyestuff, 

indigo plant, indigotin; (adj) bice, 
azure, cerulean, mauve. 

maid: (n) damsel, chambermaid, lass, 
lassie, girl, domestic, amah, virgin, 
maiden, housemaid, handmaid. 

pinafore: (n) apron, tier, pinny, 
jumper, bustle, panier, kilt, jupe, 
crinoline, farthingale, apparatus. 

pomfret: (n) butterfish, bream. 
rubbing: (n) friction, abrasion, 

grinding, detrition, rub, grip, 
resistance, chafe, sweat, travail,  

massage. ANTONYM: (n) 
smoothness. 

shiny: (adj, v) lustrous; (adj) glossy, 
smooth, sleek, slick, brilliant, 
glistening, clear, shining, sheeny, 
polished. ANTONYMS: (adj) rough, 
unglazed, matt, coarse. 

stray: (v) wander, ramble, range, 
digress, straggle, meander, depart, 
deviate, rove, drift, err. ANTONYM: 
(v) settle. 

tete-a-tete: (n) gab, conversation, chat. 
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"It dot notin' in it," she said, as she looked down at it very earnestly.%

"No!  What a pity!  Such a pretty pocket.  Well, I think I've got some things in 
mine that will make a pretty jingle in it.  Yes!  I declare I've got five little round 
silver things, and hear what a pretty noise they make in Totty's pink pocket."  
Here he shook the pocket with the five sixpences in it, and Totty showed her 
teeth and wrinkled her nose in great glee; but, divining that there was nothing 
more to be got by staying, she jumped off the shelf and ran away to jingle her 
pocket in the hearing of Nancy, while her mother called after her, "Oh for shame, 
you naughty gell!  Not to thank the captain for what he's given you I'm sure, sir, 
it's very kind of you; but she's spoiled shameful; her father won't have her said 
nay in anything, and there's no managing her.  It's being the youngest, and th' 
only gell." 

"Oh, she's a funny little fatty; I wouldn't have her different.  But I must be 
going now, for I suppose the rector is waiting for me." 

With a "good-bye," a bright glance, and a bow to Hetty Arthur left the dairy.  
But he was mistaken in imagining himself waited for.  The rector had been so 
much interested in his conversation with Dinah that he would not have chosen to 
close it earlier; and you shall hear now what they had been saying to each other. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

divining: (adj) oracular; (n) dowsing. 
fatty: (adj) adipose, greasy, oily, obese, 

rich, heavy, unctuous, suety, chubby; 
(n) fat person, fatso. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) lean, thin, nonfat, light. 

glee: (n) delight, cheerfulness, mirth, 
fun, gaiety, hilarity, joy, rejoicing, 
frolic, jubilation, happiness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, gloom, 
sorrow, despondency, displeasure, 
misery, boredom. 

imagining: (n) conception, daydream, 

fantasy, opinion; (v) imagine; (adj) 
imaginant. 

jingle: (n, v) ring, chime, ding, clank; 
(v) clang, clink, tinkle, rattle, sound, 
peal; (n) chink. ANTONYM: (n) 
silence. 

rector: (n) minister, pastor, president, 
manager, principal, governor, 
clergyman, curate, parson, director, 
priest. 

shameful: (adj) scandalous, 
dishonorable, opprobrious, shocking, 

ignominious, disreputable, 
despicable; (adj, v) foul, base, gross, 
black. ANTONYMS: (adj) honorable, 
noble, dignified, admirable, faultless, 
reputable, glorious, compassionate, 
praiseworthy, commendable, 
excellent. 

spoiled: (adj) bad, rotten, stale, spoil, 
coddled, pampered, corrupt, 
damaged, spoilt, putrid, rancid. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unspoiled. 
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CHAPTER  V I I I  

 
A  VO CATION  

 
 

Dinah, who had risen when the gentlemen came in, but still kept hold of the 
sheet she was mending, curtsied respectfully when she saw Mr. Irwine looking 
at her and advancing towards her.  He had never yet spoken to her, or stood face 
to face with her, and her first thought, as her eyes met his, was, "What a well-
favoured countenance!  Oh that the good seed might fall on that soil, for it would 
surely flourish."  The agreeable impression must have been mutual, for Mr. 
Irwine bowed to her with a benignant deference, which would have been 
equally in place if she had been the most dignified lady of his acquaintance.%

"You are only a visitor in this neighbourhood, I think?" were his first words, 
as he seated himself opposite to her. 

"No, sir, I come from Snowfield, in Stonyshire.  But my aunt was very kind, 
wanting me to have rest from my work there, because I'd been ill, and she 
invited me to come and stay with her for a while." 

"Ah, I remember Snowfield very well; I once had occasion to go there.  It's a 
dreary bleak place.  They were building a cotton- mill there; but that's many 
years ago now.  I suppose the place is a good deal changed by the employment 
that mill must have brought." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

benignant: (adj) benevolent, benign, 
gracious, merciful, humane, kindly, 
kind, good, mild, genial, fond. 
ANTONYM: (adj) malign. 

deference: (n) homage, respect, 
compliance, admiration, allegiance, 
reverence, obedience, submission, 
compliancy, duty, complaisance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contempt, 
opposition, rebellion, resistance, 
disobedience. 

dreary: (adj) depressing, drab, dull,  

cheerless, drear, miserable, gloomy, 
dark, dismal, stuffy, disconsolate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
cheerful, sunny, brilliant, lively, light, 
exciting, clear, cheery, pleasant, 
exotic. 

mending: (n) fix, repair, fixing, 
maintenance, restoration, reparation, 
improvement, darning, mend, 
amendment, correction. 

respectfully: (adv) reverentially, 
reverently, politely, courteously,  

civilly, attentively, graciously, 
submissively, obsequiously, 
admiringly, regardfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) impudently, 
contemptuously, disdainfully, 
rudely, insolently, audaciously, 
sneeringly, nastily, irreverently, 
disobediently, arrogantly. 

seed: (n) issue, posterity, root, 
progeny, offspring, origin, nucleus, 
brood, embryo; (v) inseminate, plant. 
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"It is changed so far as the mill has brought people there, who get a 
livelihood for themselves by working in it, and make it better for the tradesfolks.  
I work in it myself, and have reason to be grateful, for thereby I have enough and 
to spare.  But it's still a bleak place, as you say, sir--very different from this 
country."%

"You have relations living there, probably, so that you are attached to the 
place as your home?" 

"I had an aunt there once; she brought me up, for I was an orphan.  But she 
was taken away seven years ago, and I have no other kindred that I know of, 
besides my Aunt Poyser, who is very good to me, and would have me come and 
live in this country, which to be sure is a good land, wherein they eat bread 
without scarceness.  But I'm not free to leave Snowfield, where I was first 
planted, and have grown deep into it, like the small grass on the hill- top." 

"Ah, I daresay you have many religious friends and companions there; you 
are a Methodist--a Wesleyan, I think?" 

"Yes, my aunt at Snowfield belonged to the Society, and I have cause to be 
thankful for the privileges I have had thereby from my earliest childhood." 

"And have you been long in the habit of preaching?  For I understand you 
preached at Hayslope last night." 

"I first took to the work four years since, when I was twenty- one." 
"Your Society sanctions women's preaching, then?" 
"It doesn't forbid them, sir, when they've a clear call to the work, and when 

their ministry is owned by the conversion of sinners and the strengthening of 
God's people.  Mrs. Fletcher, as you may have heard about, was the first woman 
to preach in the Society, I believe, before she was married, when she was Miss 
Bosanquet; and Mr. Wesley approved of her undertaking the work.  She had a 
great gift, and there are many others now living who are precious fellow-helpers 
in the work of the ministry.  I understand there's been voices raised against it in 
the Society of late, but I cannot but think their counsel will come to nought.  It 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bleak: (adj) austere, bare, barren, cold, 
dreary, murky, black, desolate, raw, 
bald, bitter. ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, 
lush, sunny, hopeful, encouraging, 
cheery, bright, sheltered, soulful, 
cozy, populated. 

companions: (n) circle, entourage, 
people. 

forbid: (v) prohibit, ban, disallow, bar, 
obstruct, exclude, deny, avert, 
frustrate, to prohibit, enjoin. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, let, approve, 

authorize, stand. 
livelihood: (n) subsistence, existence, 

job, maintenance, support, living, 
sustenance, bread, keep, bread and 
butter, career. 

nought: (adj, n) nil, naught, zero; (n) 
cipher, cypher, nobody, aught, nix, 
null, nada; (adj) no. 

planted: (adj) ingrained, established, 
set, concealed. 

scarceness: (n) paucity, rareness, 
rarity, deficiency, lack, scarcity,  

insufficiency, want, infrequency, 
inadequacy, defect. ANTONYM: (n) 
plethora. 

strengthening: (n) fortification, 
concentration, reinforcement, 
consolidation, transformation, 
transmutation, reenforcement, 
reinforcing, intensification; (v) 
strengthen; (adj) bracing. 
ANTONYM: (n) weakening. 

wherein: (adv) in what, in which, 
where. 
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isn't for men to make channels for God's Spirit, as they make channels for the 
watercourses, and say, 'Flow here, but flow not there.'" 

"But don't you find some danger among your people--I don't mean to say that 
it is so with you, far from it--but don't you find sometimes that both men and 
women fancy themselves channels for God's Spirit, and are quite mistaken, so 
that they set about a work for which they are unfit and bring holy things into 
contempt?"%

"Doubtless it is so sometimes; for there have been evil-doers among us who 
have sought to deceive the brethren, and some there are who deceive their own 
selves.  But we are not without discipline and correction to put a check upon 
these things.  There's a very strict order kept among us, and the brethren and 
sisters watch for each other's souls as they that must give account.  They don't go 
every one his own way and say, 'Am I my brother's keeper?'" 

"But tell me--if I may ask, and I am really interested in knowing it--how you 
first came to think of preaching?" 

"Indeed, sir, I didn't think of it at all--I'd been used from the time I was 
sixteen to talk to the little children, and teach them, and sometimes I had had my 
heart enlarged to speak in class, and was much drawn out in prayer with the 
sick.  But I had felt no call to preach, for when I'm not greatly wrought upon, I'm 
too much given to sit still and keep by myself.  It seems as if I could sit silent all 
day long with the thought of God overflowing my soul--as the pebbles lie 
bathed in the Willow Brook.  For thoughts are so great--aren't they, sir?  They 
seem to lie upon us like a deep flood; and it's my besetment to forget where I am 
and everything about me, and lose myself in thoughts that I could give no 
account of, for I could neither make a beginning nor ending of them in words.  
That was my way as long as I can remember; but sometimes it seemed as if 
speech came to me without any will of my own, and words were given to me 
that came out as the tears come, because our hearts are full and we can't help it.  
And those were always times of great blessing, though I had never thought it 
could be so with me before a congregation of people.  But, sir, we are led on, like 
the little children, by a way that we know not.  I was called to preach quite 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

besetment: (n) plague, nuisance, 
exasperation. 

blessing: (n) benediction, approval, 
mercy, felicity, benison, benefit, luck, 
advantage, boon, bless, godsend. 
ANTONYMS: (n) curse, misfortune, 
disaster, condemnation, adversity, 
desecration, refusal, veto, 
disadvantage. 

congregation: (n) assembly, gathering, 
meeting, collection, fold, flock, 
crowd, convocation, congregating,  

company; (n, v) assemblage. 
correction: (n) amendment, 

adjustment, alteration, chastisement, 
discipline, redress, castigation, 
modification, punishment, 
improvement, emendation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fabrication, reward, 
award, persuasion. 

enlarged: (adj) inflated, magnified, 
extended, expanded, puffy, 
increased, augmented, amplified, 
distended, wide, swollen.  

ANTONYM: (adj) atrophied. 
mistaken: (adj) wrong, erroneous, 

false, misguided, inaccurate, 
fallacious, untrue, misleading, 
confused, improper, error. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) accurate, wise, 
right. 

pebbles: (n) shingle, grit, gravel, 
stones. 

selves: (pron) oneself. 
wrought: (adj) shaped, done, worked, 

worked up, formed. 
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suddenly, and since then I have never been left in doubt about the work that was 
laid upon me." 

"But tell me the circumstances--just how it was, the very day you began to 
preach."%

"It was one Sunday I walked with brother Marlowe, who was an aged man, 
one of the local preachers, all the way to Hetton-Deeps-- that's a village where 
the people get their living by working in the lead-mines, and where there's no 
church nor preacher, but they live like sheep without a shepherd.  It's better than 
twelve miles from Snowfield, so we set out early in the morning, for it was 
summertime; and I had a wonderful sense of the Divine love as we walked over 
the hills, where there's no trees, you know, sir, as there is here, to make the sky 
look smaller, but you see the heavens stretched out like a tent, and you feel the 
everlasting arms around you.  But before we got to Hetton, brother Marlowe 
was seized with a dizziness that made him afraid of falling, for he overworked 
himself sadly, at his years, in watching and praying, and walking so many miles 
to speak the Word, as well as carrying on his trade of linen-weaving.  And when 
we got to the village, the people were expecting him, for he'd appointed the time 
and the place when he was there before, and such of them as cared to hear the 
Word of Life were assembled on a spot where the cottages was thickest, so as 
others might be drawn to come.  But he felt as he couldn't stand up to preach, 
and he was forced to lie down in the first of the cottages we came to.  So I went to 
tell the people, thinking we'd go into one of the houses, and I would read and 
pray with them.  But as I passed along by the cottages and saw the aged and 
trembling women at the doors, and the hard looks of the men, who seemed to 
have their eyes no more filled with the sight of the Sabbath morning than if they 
had been dumb oxen that never looked up to the sky, I felt a great movement in 
my soul, and I trembled as if I was shaken by a strong spirit entering into my 
weak body.  And I went to where the little flock of people was gathered 
together, and stepped on the low wall that was built against the green hillside, 
and I spoke the words that were given to me abundantly.  And they all came 
round me out of all the cottages, and many wept over their sins, and have since 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

dizziness: (n) giddiness, swimming, 
faint, symptom, nausea, perkiness, 
playfulness, flightiness, 
lightheartedness, laughing and 
joking; (v) scotomy. 

everlasting: (adj) eternal, ceaseless, 
endless, constant, continual, 
perpetual, immortal, deathless, 
ageless, aeonian; (adj, n) lasting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, ephemeral, 
fleeting, mortal, ending, terminating, 
inconstant, fragile, perishable. 

flock: (n, v) crowd, cluster, pack, mass; 
(adj, n) bevy; (adj, n, v) swarm; (n) 
band, horde, congregation, herd; (v) 
assemble. ANTONYM: (v) disperse. 

heavens: (n) firmament, heaven, sky, 
welkin, sphere, atmosphere, celestial 
sphere, space, skies, area, vault of 
heaven. 

hillside: (n) acclivity, slope, bank, 
declivity, hill, gradient, hill-side, 
mountain waist, the area half way up 
a mountain, mountainside, side. 

overworked: (adj) hackneyed, tired, 
weary, banal, clichd, elaborate, old, 
worn, unoriginal, trite, timeworn. 

oxen: (n) bull, ox, cows, cow, cattle, 
Bos Taurus, bullock, kine, milker, 
beef, dairy cow. 

summertime: (n) summer, season. 
trembling: (adj, n) shaking; (adj, n, v) 

tremor; (adj) shaky, quaking, 
shivering, flutter; (n) palpitation, 
quiver, vibration, shiver, quake. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, steady. 
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been joined to the Lord.  That was the beginning of my preaching, sir, and I've 
preached ever since." 

Dinah had let her work fall during this narrative, which she uttered in her 
usual simple way, but with that sincere articulate, thrilling treble by which she 
always mastered her audience.  She stooped now to gather up her sewing, and 
then went on with it as before.  Mr. Irwine was deeply interested.  He said to 
himself, "He must be a miserable prig who would act the pedagogue here: one 
might as well go and lecture the trees for growing in their own shape." 

"And you never feel any embarrassment from the sense of your youth--that 
you are a lovely young woman on whom men's eyes are fixed?" he said aloud.%

"No, I've no room for such feelings, and I don't believe the people ever take 
notice about that.  I think, sir, when God makes His presence felt through us, we 
are like the burning bush: Moses never took any heed what sort of bush it was--
he only saw the brightness of the Lord.  I've preached to as rough ignorant 
people as can be in the villages about Snowfield--men that looked very hard and 
wild--but they never said an uncivil word to me, and often thanked me kindly as 
they made way for me to pass through the midst of them." 

"That I can believe--that I can well believe," said Mr. Irwine, emphatically.  
"And what did you think of your hearers last night, now?  Did you find them 
quiet and attentive?" 

"Very quiet, sir, but I saw no signs of any great work upon them, except in a 
young girl named Bessy Cranage, towards whom my heart yearned greatly, 
when my eyes first fell on her blooming youth, given up to folly and vanity.  I 
had some private talk and prayer with her afterwards, and I trust her heart is 
touched.  But I've noticed that in these villages where the people lead a quiet life 
among the green pastures and the still waters, tilling the ground and tending the 
cattle, there's a strange deadness to the Word, as different as can be from the 
great towns, like Leeds, where I once went to visit a holy woman who preaches 
there.  It's wonderful how rich is the harvest of souls up those high-walled 
streets, where you seemed to walk as in a prison-yard, and the ear is deafened 
with the sounds of worldly toil.  I think maybe it is because the promise is 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

deadness: (n) inanimateness, inertia, 
coldness, numbness, lifelessness, 
inelasticity, indifference, dullness, 
tedium, marble, stock and stone. 

deafened: (adj) dead, deaf corn, 
stunned, deadened. 

noticed: (adj) noted. 
pedagogue: (n) dominie, teacher, 

schoolmaster, educator, pedagog, 
academician, lecturer, lector, master; 
(n, v) pedant; (v) purist. 

prig: (v) pilfer, filch, steal, rob, purloin, 

thieve; (n) nim, snob, old maid, 
pedant, filcher. 

thrilling: (adj, n) electric; (adj) exciting, 
sensational, exhilarating, electrifying, 
emotional, rousing, gripping, 
stimulating; (adj, v) impressive; (n, v) 
swelling. ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, 
depressing, discouraging, upsetting, 
uninspiring. 

tilling: (n) cultivation, ploughing, 
tillage, tillering, surface cultivation, 
sowing. 

toil: (n, v) labor, work, drudge, sweat, 
drudgery, grind, labour, travail; (v) 
plod; (n) effort, exertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pastime, 
entertainment, fun, relaxation; (v) 
laze, neglect. 

uncivil: (adj) discourteous, 
disrespectful, impolite, coarse, 
brusque, curt, blunt, barbarous, 
short; (adj, n) rough, harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) polite, courteous, 
gracious. 
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sweeter when this life is so dark and weary, and the soul gets more hungry when 
the body is ill at ease." 

"Why, yes, our farm-labourers are not easily roused.  They take life almost as 
slowly as the sheep and cows.  But we have some intelligent workmen about 
here.  I daresay you know the Bedes; Seth Bede, by the by, is a Methodist."%

"Yes, I know Seth well, and his brother Adam a little.  Seth is a gracious 
young man--sincere and without offence; and Adam is like the patriarch Joseph, 
for his great skill and knowledge and the kindness he shows to his brother and 
his parents." 

"Perhaps you don't know the trouble that has just happened to them?  Their 
father, Matthias Bede, was drowned in the Willow Brook last night, not far from 
his own door.  I'm going now to see Adam." 

"Ah, their poor aged mother!" said Dinah, dropping her hands and looking 
before her with pitying eyes, as if she saw the object of her sympathy.  "She will 
mourn heavily, for Seth has told me she's of an anxious, troubled heart.  I must 
go and see if I can give her any help." 

As she rose and was beginning to fold up her work, Captain Donnithorne, 
having exhausted all plausible pretexts for remaining among the milk-pans, 
came out of the dairy, followed by Mrs. Poyser.  Mr. Irwine now rose also, and, 
advancing towards Dinah, held out his hand, and said, "Good-bye.  I hear you 
are going away soon; but this will not be the last visit you will pay your aunt-- so 
we shall meet again, I hope." 

His cordiality towards Dinah set all Mrs. Poyser's anxieties at rest, and her 
face was brighter than usual, as she said, "I've never asked after Mrs. Irwine and 
the Miss Irwines, sir; I hope they're as well as usual." 

"Yes, thank you, Mrs. Poyser, except that Miss Anne has one of her bad 
headaches to-day.  By the by, we all liked that nice cream- cheese you sent us--
my mother especially." 

"I'm very glad, indeed, sir.  It is but seldom I make one, but I remembered 
Mrs. Irwine was fond of 'em.  Please to give my duty to her, and to Miss Kate and 
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dropping: (adj) dropped, down, 
fatigued, plunging, plummeting, 
dipping; (n) sagging, reducing, 
sinking, dropping of the launcher 
stages, dispatching. 

drowned: (adj) prostrate, sunken; (v) 
drenched, drent. 

gracious: (adj) genial, benign, good, 
courteous, compassionate, kind, 
accommodating, civil; (adj, n) 
benevolent, congenial, gentle. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ungracious,  

boorish, discourteous, reserved, rude, 
abrupt, critical, unkind, hardhearted, 
harsh, poor. 

kindness: (n) generosity, clemency, 
compassion, grace, good will, 
graciousness, humanity, goodness, 
affection; (adj, n) courtesy, gentleness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) miserliness, spite, 
nastiness, callousness, cruelty, 
unfriendliness, maliciousness, 
thoughtlessness, sourness, severity, 
disservice. 

mourn: (v) bewail, grieve, deplore, cry, 
bemoan, regret, distress, sad, wail, 
mourning, weep. ANTONYMS: (v) 
rejoice, celebrate, applaud. 

patriarch: (n) forefather, paterfamilias, 
father, head, chief, old man, 
antediluvian, head of household, 
elder, founder, senior. ANTONYM: 
(n) matriarch. 

roused: (adj) excited, awake, 
susceptible, emotional, elated, 
interested. 

 

  



George Eliot 103

Miss Anne.  They've never been to look at my poultry this long while, and I've 
got some beautiful speckled chickens, black and white, as Miss Kate might like to 
have some of amongst hers." 

"Well, I'll tell her; she must come and see them.  Good-bye," said the rector, 
mounting his horse.%

"Just ride slowly on, Irwine," said Captain Donnithorne, mounting also.  "I'll 
overtake you in three minutes.  I'm only going to speak to the shepherd about 
the whelps.  Good-bye, Mrs. Poyser; tell your husband I shall come and have a 
long talk with him soon." 

Mrs. Poyser curtsied duly, and watched the two horses until they had 
disappeared from the yard, amidst great excitement on the part of the pigs and 
the poultry, and under the furious indignation of the bull-dog, who performed a 
Pyrrhic dance, that every moment seemed to threaten the breaking of his chain.  
Mrs. Poyser delighted in this noisy exit; it was a fresh assurance to her that the 
farm-yard was well guarded, and that no loiterers could enter unobserved; and 
it was not until the gate had closed behind the captain that she turned into the 
kitchen again, where Dinah stood with her bonnet in her hand, waiting to speak 
to her aunt, before she set out for Lisbeth Bede's cottage. 

Mrs. Poyser, however, though she noticed the bonnet, deferred remarking on 
it until she had disburdened herself of her surprise at Mr. Irwine's behaviour. 

"Why, Mr. Irwine wasn't angry, then?  What did he say to you, Dinah?  Didn't 
he scold you for preaching?" 

"No, he was not at all angry; he was very friendly to me. I was quite drawn 
out to speak to him; I hardly know how, for I had always thought of him as a 
worldly Sadducee.  But his countenance is as pleasant as the morning sunshine." 

"Pleasant!  And what else did y' expect to find him but pleasant?" said Mrs. 
Poyser impatiently, resuming her knitting.  "I should think his countenance is 
pleasant indeed!  And him a gentleman born, and's got a mother like a picter.  
You may go the country round and not find such another woman turned sixty-
six.  It's summat-like to see such a man as that i' the desk of a Sunday!  As I say to 
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bonnet: (n) cap, protection, chapeau, 
tile, wimple, beret, lid, cowling, 
castor, poke bonnet, sunbonnet. 

countenance: (n) aspect, expression, 
brow, complexion; (n, v) face, 
sanction, support, favor; (v) allow, 
tolerate, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, oppose, discourage, 
disapprove, prohibit. 

disburdened: (adj) disembarrassed, 
disencumbered, unburdened, 
unembarrassed. 

indignation: (n) anger, resentment, 
displeasure, grudge, umbrage, rage, 
outrage, exasperation, choler, 
dudgeon; (adj, n) wrath. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
pleasure. 

overtake: (v) catch, attain, catch up 
with, exceed, overpower, overcome, 
go by, gain, devastate, outstrip, beat. 

unobserved: (adj, v) unseen; (v) 
unheeded, unregarded, unthought of, 
unperceived; (adj) ignored, not  

noticed, hidden, unmarked, unnoted; 
(adv) secretly. ANTONYM: (adj) 
evident. 

worldly: (adj, adv) earthly; (adj) 
mundane, secular, terrestrial, 
temporal, carnal, sophisticated, lay, 
profane; (adv) mundanely, 
temporally. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, naive, cloistered, religious, 
unsophisticated, unworldly, 
unrefined, otherworldly, low, 
heavenly, immaterial. 
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Poyser, it's like looking at a full crop o' wheat, or a pasture with a fine dairy o' 
cows in it; it makes you think the world's comfortable-like.  But as for such 
creaturs as you Methodisses run after, I'd as soon go to look at a lot o' bare- 
ribbed runts on a common.  Fine folks they are to tell you what's right, as look as 
if they'd never tasted nothing better than bacon-sword and sour-cake i' their 
lives.  But what did Mr. Irwine say to you about that fool's trick o' preaching on 
the Green?"%

"He only said he'd heard of it; he didn't seem to feel any displeasure about it.  
But, dear aunt, don't think any more about that.  He told me something that I'm 
sure will cause you sorrow, as it does me.  Thias Bede was drowned last night in 
the Willow Brook, and I'm thinking that the aged mother will be greatly in need 
of comfort.  Perhaps I can be of use to her, so I have fetched my bonnet and am 
going to set out." 

"Dear heart, dear heart!  But you must have a cup o' tea first, child," said Mrs. 
Poyser, falling at once from the key of B with five sharps to the frank and genial 
C.  "The kettle's boiling-- we'll have it ready in a minute; and the young uns 'ull 
be in and wanting theirs directly.  I'm quite willing you should go and see th' old 
woman, for you're one as is allays welcome in trouble, Methodist or no 
Methodist; but, for the matter o' that, it's the flesh and blood folks are made on as 
makes the difference.  Some cheeses are made o' skimmed milk and some o' new 
milk, and it's no matter what you call 'em, you may tell which is which by the 
look and the smell.  But as to Thias Bede, he's better out o' the way nor in--God 
forgi' me for saying so--for he's done little this ten year but make trouble for 
them as belonged to him; and I think it 'ud be well for you to take a little bottle o' 
rum for th' old woman, for I daresay she's got never a drop o' nothing to comfort 
her inside.  Sit down, child, and be easy, for you shan't stir out till you've had a 
cup o' tea, and so I tell you." 

During the latter part of this speech, Mrs. Poyser had been reaching down the 
tea-things from the shelves, and was on her way towards the pantry for the loaf 
(followed close by Totty, who had made her appearance on the rattling of the 
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displeasure: (n) resentment, 
discomfort, dissatisfaction, dislike, 
discontent, exasperation, disfavor, 
annoyance, offense, pique, 
disapproval. ANTONYMS: (n) 
satisfaction, pleasure, enjoyment, 
happiness, delight, contentment, 
equanimity, approval. 

genial: (adj) cheerful, bright, affable, 
cordial, amiable, nice, friendly, 
convivial, warm, agreeable, suave. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable,  

hostile, mean, discourteous, frosty, 
gloomy, reserved, unapproachable, 
abominable. 

lives: (n) life, living, estate, existence, 
earnest living. 

loaf: (adj, v) lounge; (v) hang around, 
loiter, loll, linger, laze, mess about, be 
idle; (adj, n) block; (adj) lump, poke. 
ANTONYM: (v) work. 

pantry: (n) buttery, store, basement, 
kitchen, stowage, scullery, store 
cupboard, covey, storeroom,  

stomach, stillroom. 
pasture: (v) graze, browse, crop; (n) 

grass, grazing land, pasturage, field, 
ley, lea; (n, v) feed, forage. 

rattling: (adj) lively, brisk, racy, 
marvelous, fantastic, zippy, snappy, 
spanking, merry; (adv) very, real. 

skimmed: (v) flet, flotten. 
wheat: (n) corn, spelt, bulgur, emmer, 

hard wheat, maize, bulghur, wheat 
berry, soft wheat, food grain, Indian 
corn. 
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tea-cups), when Hetty came out of the dairy relieving her tired arms by lifting 
them up, and clasping her hands at the back of her head. 

"Molly," she said, rather languidly, "just run out and get me a bunch of dock-
leaves: the butter's ready to pack up now." 

"D' you hear what's happened, Hetty?" said her aunt.%

"No; how should I hear anything?" was the answer, in a pettish tone. 
"Not as you'd care much, I daresay, if you did hear; for you're too feather-

headed to mind if everybody was dead, so as you could stay upstairs a-dressing 
yourself for two hours by the clock.  But anybody besides yourself 'ud mind 
about such things happening to them as think a deal more of you than you 
deserve.  But Adam Bede and all his kin might be drownded for what you'd 
care--you'd be perking at the glass the next minute." 

"Adam Bede--drowned?" said Hetty, letting her arms fall and looking rather 
bewildered, but suspecting that her aunt was as usual exaggerating with a 
didactic purpose. 

"No, my dear, no," said Dinah kindly, for Mrs. Poyser had passed on to the 
pantry without deigning more precise information.  "Not Adam.  Adam's father, 
the old man, is drowned.  He was drowned last night in the Willow Brook.  Mr. 
Irwine has just told me about it." 

"Oh, how dreadful!" said Hetty, looking serious, but not deeply affected; and 
as Molly now entered with the dock-leaves, she took them silently and returned 
to the dairy without asking further questions. 
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bewildered: (adj) bemused, confused, 
confounded, perplexed, befuddled, 
puzzled, dumbfounded, taken aback, 
addled, disoriented; (adj, v) lost. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimpressed, 
clear, oriented, precise, 
understanding, alert. 

clasping: (adj) tendril. 
deserve: (v) rate, warrant, gain, earn, 

to deserve, demand, justify, bear; (n, 
v) reward; (n) richly deserve, worth. 

didactic: (adj) didactical, tutorial,  

preceptive, moralistic, enlightening, 
academic, edifying, informative, 
moralizing, pedantic, sentimental. 

kindly: (adj) kind, amiable, genial, 
charitable; (adv) sympathetically, 
benevolently, tenderly; (adj, n) 
benign, gentle, sympathetic, 
benevolent. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
harshly, nastily, callously, cruelly, 
sharply, disagreeably, grumpily, 
malevolently; (adj) upsetting, 
unfeeling, sour. 

languidly: (adv) languorously, 
listlessly, wearily, lethargically, 
slowly, dreamily, limply, weakly, 
torpidly, indolently, impassively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) dynamically, 
vigorously. 

pettish: (adj) peevish, irritable, cross, 
nettlesome, cranky, huffy, touchy, 
fretful, techy, petulant, tetchy. 

relieving: (adj) pertinent, comforting, 
applicable; (n) encouragement. 

took: (adj) taken; (v) receive. 
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CHAPTER  IX  

 
HETTY ' S  WO R LD  

 
 

While she adjusted the broad leaves that set off the pale fragrant butter as the 
primrose is set off by its nest of green I am afraid Hetty was thinking a great deal 
more of the looks Captain Donnithorne had cast at her than of Adam and his 
troubles.  Bright, admiring glances from a handsome young gentleman with 
white hands, a gold chain, occasional regimentals, and wealth and grandeur 
immeasurable--those were the warm rays that set poor Hetty's heart vibrating 
and playing its little foolish tunes over and over again.  We do not hear that 
Memnon's statue gave forth its melody at all under the rushing of the mightiest 
wind, or in response to any other influence divine or human than certain short-
lived sunbeams of morning; and we must learn to accommodate ourselves to the 
discovery that some of those cunningly fashioned instruments called human 
souls have only a very limited range of music, and will not vibrate in the least 
under a touch that fills others with tremulous rapture or quivering agony.%

Hetty was quite used to the thought that people liked to look at her.  She was 
not blind to the fact that young Luke Britton of Broxton came to Hayslope 
Church on a Sunday afternoon on purpose that he might see her; and that he 
would have made much more decided advances if her uncle Poyser, thinking but 
lightly of a young man whose father's land was so foul as old Luke Britton's, had 
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admiring: (adj) admire, admiringly, 
loving, respectful, glowing, 
affectionate, amatory, appreciative, 
enthusiastic, flattering, approving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defamatory, 
critical, disdainful, disapproving, 
disrespectful, uncomplimentary. 

cunningly: (adv) craftily, artfully, 
cleverly, ingeniously, trickily, 
shrewdly, astutely, insidiously, 
smartly, foxily, slipperily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineptly, openly. 

fashioned: (adj) formed, featured, 
fictitious, intentional, bent, wrought. 

primrose: (n) auricula, polyanthus, 
primula, oxlip, paigle, primerole, 
herbaceous plant, herb; (adj) 
sensuous. 

quivering: (adj, n) trembling, tremor, 
quaking, trepidation; (n) palpitation, 
quiver, vibration; (adj) flutter, 
quavering, shivering, tremulous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) steady. 

regimentals: (n) military uniform. 

tremulous: (adj) shaky, trembling, 
shaking, fearful, apprehensive, 
quavering, fidgety, shivering; (n) 
nervous, diffident, coy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stable, confident, steady. 

vibrate: (v) shake, shiver, oscillate, 
tremble, quiver, shudder, swing, 
wobble, palpitate, thrill, throb. 

vibrating: (adj) tremulous, vibratory, 
vibrant, swinging, hollow, moving, 
oscillating, that oscillates, resonant; 
(n) shaking system. 
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not forbidden her aunt to encourage him by any civilities.  She was aware, too, 
that Mr. Craig, the gardener at the Chase, was over head and ears in love with 
her, and had lately made unmistakable avowals in luscious strawberries and 
hyperbolical peas.  She knew still better, that Adam Bede--tall, upright, clever, 
brave Adam Bede--who carried such authority with all the people round about, 
and whom her uncle was always delighted to see of an evening, saying that 
"Adam knew a fine sight more o' the natur o' things than those as thought 
themselves his betters"--she knew that this Adam, who was often rather stern to 
other people and not much given to run after the lasses, could be made to turn 
pale or red any day by a word or a look from her.  Hetty's sphere of comparison 
was not large, but she couldn't help perceiving that Adam was "something like" 
a man; always knew what to say about things, could tell her uncle how to prop 
the hovel, and had mended the churn in no time; knew, with only looking at it, 
the value of the chestnut-tree that was blown down, and why the damp came in 
the walls, and what they must do to stop the rats; and wrote a beautiful hand 
that you could read off, and could do figures in his head--a degree of 
accomplishment totally unknown among the richest farmers of that countryside.  
Not at all like that slouching Luke Britton, who, when she once walked with him 
all the way from Broxton to Hayslope, had only broken silence to remark that the 
grey goose had begun to lay.  And as for Mr. Craig, the gardener, he was a 
sensible man enough, to be sure, but he was knock-kneed, and had a queer sort 
of sing-song in his talk; moreover, on the most charitable supposition, he must 
be far on the way to forty.%

Hetty was quite certain her uncle wanted her to encourage Adam, and would 
be pleased for her to marry him.  For those were times when there was no rigid 
demarcation of rank between the farmer and the respectable artisan, and on the 
home hearth, as well as in the public house, they might be seen taking their jug 
of ale together; the farmer having a latent sense of capital, and of weight in 
parish affairs, which sustained him under his conspicuous inferiority in 
conversation.  Martin Poyser was not a frequenter of public houses, but he liked 
a friendly chat over his own home- brewed; and though it was pleasant to lay 
down the law to a stupid neighbour who had no notion how to make the best of 
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accomplishment: (n) attainment, 
completion, exploit, performance, 
deed, skill, fulfillment, feat, action, 
act, acquisition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
abandonment, washout, flop, 
debacle, defeat. 

brewed: (adj) alcoholic, done, meshed.
churn: (v) seethe, agitate, toss, bubble, 

eddy, whirl, roil, shake, stir, buffet; 
(n) butter churn. 

civilities: (n) propriety. 
frequenter: (n) patron, regular,  

customer, habitue, attender, guest, 
client, resorter. 

hyperbolical: (adj) grandiloquent, 
exaggerated, stilted, pompous, 
imposing, excessive, hyperthetical; 
(v) on stilts. 

luscious: (adj) juicy, appetizing, 
delicious, delectable, scrumptious, 
rich, dulcet, succulent, yummy, 
mellow, voluptuous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tasteless, unappetizing. 

peas: (n) beans, bean, bills. 

perceiving: (n) feeling, sensing, 
hearing, looking at, recognition, 
thought, vision, lipreading; (adj) 
conscious, percipient, reasonable. 

strawberries: (n) genus Fragaria, 
Fragaria. 

supposition: (n, v) conjecture; (n) 
assumption, hypothesis, 
presumption, premise, speculation, 
surmise, guess, supposal, thought, 
imagination. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
knowledge, proof, reality, practice. 
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his farm, it was also an agreeable variety to learn something from a clever fellow 
like Adam Bede.  Accordingly, for the last three years-- ever since he had 
superintended the building of the new barn--Adam had always been made 
welcome at the Hall Farm, especially of a winter evening, when the whole 
family, in patriarchal fashion, master and mistress, children and servants, were 
assembled in that glorious kitchen, at well-graduated distances from the blazing 
fire.  And for the last two years, at least, Hetty had been in the habit of hearing 
her uncle say, "Adam Bede may be working for wage now, but he'll be a master-
man some day, as sure as I sit in this chair.  Mester Burge is in the right on't to 
want him to go partners and marry his daughter, if it's true what they say; the 
woman as marries him 'ull have a good take, be't Lady day or Michaelmas," a 
remark which Mrs. Poyser always followed up with her cordial assent.  "Ah," she 
would say, "it's all very fine having a ready-made rich man, but mayhappen he'll 
be a ready-made fool; and it's no use filling your pocket full o' money if you've 
got a hole in the corner.  It'll do you no good to sit in a spring-cart o' your own, if 
you've got a soft to drive you: he'll soon turn you over into the ditch.  I allays 
said I'd never marry a man as had got no brains; for where's the use of a woman 
having brains of her own if she's tackled to a geck as everybody's a- laughing at?  
She might as well dress herself fine to sit back'ards on a donkey."%

These expressions, though figurative, sufficiently indicated the bent of Mrs. 
Poyser's mind with regard to Adam; and though she and her husband might 
have viewed the subject differently if Hetty had been a daughter of their own, it 
was clear that they would have welcomed the match with Adam for a penniless 
niece.  For what could Hetty have been but a servant elsewhere, if her uncle had 
not taken her in and brought her up as a domestic help to her aunt, whose health 
since the birth of Totty had not been equal to more positive labour than the 
superintendence of servants and children?  But Hetty had never given Adam any 
steady encouragement.  Even in the moments when she was most thoroughly 
conscious of his superiority to her other admirers, she had never brought herself 
to think of accepting him.  She liked to feel that this strong, skilful, keen-eyed 
man was in her power, and would have been indignant if he had shown the least 
sign of slipping from under the yoke of her coquettish tyranny and attaching 
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blazing: (adj) flaming, afire, burning, 
ardent, aflame, glaring, bright, 
blatant, alight, passionate; (n) blaze. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) freezing, quiet. 

cordial: (adj) genial, warm, affable, 
amiable, friendly, genuine, ardent, 
unaffected, gracious, honest; (n) 
liqueur. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfriendly, stern, cold, cool, 
disagreeable, aloof, reserved, distant, 
rude, uncordial, unpleasant. 

figurative: (adj) metaphorical, figural, 

emblematic, representative, florid, 
flowery, symbolic, allusive, graphic, 
not literal; (n) tropical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) factual, nonfigurative. 

indignant: (adj) angry, incensed, 
furious, enraged, wrathful, hurt, 
rage, provoked, hot, anger, irate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cool, content, 
unaffected. 

patriarchal: (adj) family, ancestral, 
linear, old, preadamite, patriarchic; 
(adv) fatherly. 

penniless: (adj) indigent, needy, poor, 
destitute, moneyless, broke, 
miserable, impoverished, insolvent, 
penurious, hard up. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) solvent, wealthy, affluent. 

servants: (n) staff, suite. 
tyranny: (adj, n) dictatorship, 

autocracy; (n) absolutism, despotism, 
oppression, cruelty, monocracy, 
totalitarianism, authoritarianism, 
autarchy, Caesarism. ANTONYMS: 
(n) democracy, liberty. 
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himself to the gentle Mary Burge, who would have been grateful enough for the 
most trifling notice from him.  "Mary Burge, indeed!  Such a sallow-faced girl: if 
she put on a bit of pink ribbon, she looked as yellow as a crow-flower and her 
hair was as straight as a hank of cotton."  And always when Adam stayed away 
for several weeks from the Hall Farm, and otherwise made some show of 
resistance to his passion as a foolish one, Hetty took care to entice him back into 
the net by little airs of meekness and timidity, as if she were in trouble at his 
neglect.  But as to marrying Adam, that was a very different affair!  There was 
nothing in the world to tempt her to do that.  Her cheeks never grew a shade 
deeper when his name was mentioned; she felt no thrill when she saw him 
passing along the causeway by the window, or advancing towards her 
unexpectedly in the footpath across the meadow; she felt nothing, when his eyes 
rested on her, but the cold triumph of knowing that he loved her and would not 
care to look at Mary Burge.  He could no more stir in her the emotions that make 
the sweet intoxication of young love than the mere picture of a sun can stir the 
spring sap in the subtle fibres of the plant.  She saw him as he was--a poor man 
with old parents to keep, who would not be able, for a long while to come, to 
give her even such luxuries as she shared in her uncle's house.  And Hetty's 
dreams were all of luxuries: to sit in a carpeted parlour, and always wear white 
stockings; to have some large beautiful ear- rings, such as were all the fashion; to 
have Nottingham lace round the top of her gown, and something to make her 
handkerchief smell nice, like Miss Lydia Donnithorne's when she drew it out at  
church; and not to be obliged to get up early or be scolded by anybody.  She 
thought, if Adam had been rich and could have given her these things, she loved 
him well enough to marry him.%

But for the last few weeks a new influence had come over Hetty-- vague, 
atmospheric, shaping itself into no self-confessed hopes or prospects, but 
producing a pleasant narcotic effect, making her tread the ground and go about 
her work in a sort of dream, unconscious of weight or effort, and showing her all 
things through a soft, liquid veil, as if she were living not in this solid world of 
brick and stone, but in a beatified world, such as the sun lights up for us in the 
waters.  Hetty had become aware that Mr. Arthur Donnithorne would take a 
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beatified: (adj) happy, joyful, blest, 
blissful, hallowed, holy. 

hank: (n) reel, coil, skein, helix, hasp, 
ball, spiral, volute, whorl, hinge, 
clasp. 

intoxication: (n) inebriation, inebriety, 
poisoning, tipsiness, fascination, 
grogginess, ecstasy, daze, excitement, 
euphoria, wine. 

meekness: (n) humbleness, modesty, 
submission, obedience, compliance, 
gentleness, tameness,  

submissiveness, docility, lowliness, 
tractability. ANTONYMS: (n) 
arrogance, ferocity, wildness. 

narcotic: (adj, n) soporific, opiate, 
hypnotic; (adj) anodyne; (n) drug, 
anaesthetic, opium, stupefacient, 
sedative, methadone, meperidine. 

rested: (adj) comfortable. 
timidity: (n) shyness, fear, 

bashfulness, nervousness, reserve, 
cowardice, fearfulness, timidness, 
modesty, humility, coyness.  

ANTONYMS: (n) confidence, 
boastfulness, swagger, brashness, 
security. 

trifling: (adj) paltry, slight, petty, 
negligible, immaterial, worthless, 
trivial, minor, small; (adj, v) 
inconsequential; (adj, n) frivolity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
worthwhile, major, considerable, 
crucial, enormous, great, mature, 
profound, substantial; (n) 
importance. 
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good %deal of trouble for the chance of seeing her; that he always placed himself 
at church so as to have the fullest view of her both sitting and standing; that he 
was constantly finding reason for calling at the Hall Farm, and always would 
contrive to say something for the sake of making her speak to him and look at 
him.  The poor child no more conceived at present the idea that the young squire 
could ever be her lover than a baker's pretty daughter in the crowd, whom a 
young emperor distinguishes by an imperial but admiring smile, conceives that 
she shall be made empress.  But the baker's daughter goes home and dreams of 
the handsome young emperor, and perhaps weighs the flour amiss while she is 
thinking what a heavenly lot it must be to have him for a husband.  And so, poor 
Hetty had got a face and a presence haunting her waking and sleeping dreams; 
bright, soft glances had penetrated her, and suffused her life with a strange, 
happy languor.  The eyes that shed those glances were really not half so fine as 
Adam's, which sometimes looked at her with a sad, beseeching tenderness, but 
they had found a ready medium in Hetty's little silly imagination, whereas 
Adam's could get no entrance through that atmosphere.  For three weeks, at 
least, her inward life had consisted of little else than living through in memory 
the looks and words Arthur had directed towards her--of little else than recalling 
the sensations with which she heard his voice outside the house, and saw him 
enter, and became conscious that his eyes were fixed on her, and then became 
conscious that a tall figure, looking down on her with eyes that seemed to touch 
her, was coming nearer in clothes of beautiful texture with an odour like that of a 
flower-garden borne on the evening breeze.  Foolish thoughts!  But all this 
happened, you must remember, nearly sixty years ago, and Hetty was quite 
uneducated--a simple farmer's girl, to whom a gentleman with a white hand was 
dazzling as an Olympian god.  Until to-day, she had never looked farther into 
the future than to the next time Captain Donnithorne would come to the Farm, or 
the next Sunday when she should see him at church; but now she thought, 
perhaps he would try to meet her when she went to the Chase to-morrow--and if 
he should speak to her, and walk a little way, when nobody was by!  That had 
never happened yet; and now her imagination, instead of retracing the past, was 
busy fashioning what would happen to- morrow--whereabout in the Chase she 
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conceived: (adj) formed. 
contrive: (v) plan, invent, design, 

concoct, devise, cast, concert, 
excogitate, frame, formulate; (n, v) 
manage. ANTONYMS: (v) demolish, 
destroy, ruin, waste, wreck, fail. 

dazzling: (adj) brilliant, blinding, 
splendid, glaring, vivid, stunning, 
dazzlingly, striking, sparkling, 
fulgent, resplendent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dim, ugly, uninspired, 
unremarkable, unexceptional,  

gradual, abysmal, humdrum, dark. 
empress: (n) emperor, margravine, 

sultana, infanta, queen, princess, 
noble, monarch, lady, ruler, 
emperess. 

fashioning: (n) devising, cartography, 
making, cartographic, cartographical, 
mapmaking. 

haunting: (adj) moving, memorable, 
unforgettable, beguiling, attractive, 
ominous, weird, treasured, evocative, 
etched in your mind, deep.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) forgettable, 
unremarkable. 

languor: (adj, n) inactivity, inertia, 
feebleness; (n) lethargy, fatigue, 
infirmity, lassitude, weakness, 
indifference, ennui; (adj) atony. 
ANTONYM: (n) energy. 

penetrated: (adj) perforated, entered. 
recalling: (adj) revocatory; (n) 

recognition. 
sensations: (n) feelings, vibrations, 

ambiance. 
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should see him coming towards her, how she should put her new rose-coloured 
ribbon on, which he had never seen, and what he would say to her to make her 
return his glance--a glance which she would be living through in her memory, 
over and over again, all the rest of the day.%

In this state of mind, how could Hetty give any feeling to Adam's troubles, or 
think much about poor old Thias being drowned?  Young souls, in such pleasant 
delirium as hers are as unsympathetic as butterflies sipping nectar; they are 
isolated from all appeals by a barrier of dreams--by invisible looks and 
impalpable arms. 

While Hetty's hands were busy packing up the butter, and her head filled 
with these pictures of the morrow, Arthur Donnithorne, riding by Mr. Irwine's 
side towards the valley of the Willow Brook, had also certain indistinct 
anticipations, running as an undercurrent in his mind while he was listening to 
Mr. Irwine's account of Dinah--indistinct, yet strong enough to make him feel 
rather conscious when Mr. Irwine suddenly said, "What fascinated you so in 
Mrs. Poyser's dairy, Arthur?  Have you become an amateur of damp quarries 
and skimming dishes?" 

Arthur knew the rector too well to suppose that a clever invention would be 
of any use, so he said, with his accustomed frankness, "No, I went to look at the 
pretty butter-maker Hetty Sorrel.  She's a perfect Hebe; and if I were an artist, I 
would paint her.  It's amazing what pretty girls one sees among the farmers' 
daughters, when the men are such clowns.  That common, round, red face one 
sees sometimes in the men--all cheek and no features, like Martin Poyser's--
comes out in the women of the famuly as the most charming phiz imaginable." 

"Well, I have no objection to your contemplating Hetty in an artistic light, but 
I must not have you feeding her vanity and filling her little noddle with the 
notion that she's a great beauty, attractive to fine gentlemen, or you will spoil her 
for a poor man's wife--honest Craig's, for example, whom I have seen bestowing 
soft glances on her.  The little puss seems already to have airs enough to make a 
husband as miserable as it's a law of nature for a quiet man to be when he 
marries a beauty.  Apropos of marrying, I hope our friend Adam will get settled, 
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delirium: (n) craze, insanity, mania, 
disturbance, fever, ecstasy, 
derangement; (adj, n) fury; (adj) furor, 
rage, distraction. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, dejection. 

impalpable: (adj) imperceptible, 
shadowy, invisible, efflorescent, 
gritty, insubstantial, incorporeal, 
inscrutable, ethereal, 
inapprehensible, elusive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tangible, definite.

indistinct: (adj) indefinite, inarticulate, 

faint, dull, fuzzy, indeterminate, 
hazy, neutral; (adj, n) confused, 
cloudy, dark. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
clear, slight, separate, certain, precise, 
audible, strong, definite. 

noddle: (n) head, nob, brainpan, pate, 
cranium, brain, upper story, scull, 
nous, pericranium, psyche. 

phiz: (n) countenance, visage, 
physiognomy, face, mug, forehead, 
contour, brow, Artemus ward, mark, 
smiler. 

puss: (n) cat, kitten, lass, pussy, 
pussycat, cunt, chit, countenance, 
feline, cuckoo, incision. 

undercurrent: (n) undertow, stream, 
tinge, cross fire, feeling, underset, 
vortex, flow, undertide; (v) 
indraught, reflux. 
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now the poor old man's gone.  He will only have his mother to keep in future, 
and I've a notion that there's a kindness between him and that nice modest girl, 
Mary Burge, from something that fell from old Jonathan one day when I was 
talking to him.  But when I mentioned the subject to Adam he looked uneasy and 
turned the conversation.  I suppose the love-making doesn't run smooth, or 
perhaps Adam hangs back till he's in a better position.  He has independence of 
spirit enough for two men--rather an excess of pride, if anything." 

"That would be a capital match for Adam.  He would slip into old Burge's 
shoes and make a fine thing of that building business, I'll answer for him.  I 
should like to see him well settled in this parish; he would be ready then to act as 
my grand-vizier when I wanted one.  We could plan no end of repairs and 
improvements together.  I've never seen the girl, though, I think--at least I've 
never looked at her." 

"Look at her next Sunday at church--she sits with her father on the left of the 
reading-desk.  You needn't look quite so much at Hetty Sorrel then.  When I've 
made up my mind that I can't afford to buy a tempting dog, I take no notice of 
him, because if he took a strong fancy to me and looked lovingly at me, the 
struggle between arithmetic and inclination might become unpleasantly severe.  
I pique myself on my wisdom there, Arthur, and as an old fellow to whom 
wisdom had become cheap, I bestow it upon you." 

"Thank you.  It may stand me in good stead some day though I don't know 
that I have any present use for it.  Bless me!  How the brook has overflowed.  
Suppose we have a canter, now we're at the bottom of the hill." 

That is the great advantage of dialogue on horseback; it can be merged any 
minute into a trot or a canter, and one might have escaped from Socrates himself 
in the saddle.  The two friends were free from the necessity of further 
conversation till they pulled up in the lane behind Adam's cottage.%
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bestow: (v) give, confer, grant, impart, 
contribute, donate, apply, award; 
(adj, v) accord, allow, present. 
ANTONYMS: (v) deprive, refuse, 
withhold, retrieve, withdraw. 

canter: (n, v) run, jump; (n) amble, 
caracole, caracoler, Fisk, frisk, prance; 
(v) gallop, jog, sit. 

lovingly: (adv) fondly, affectionately, 
tenderly, kindly, warmly, caringly, 
amorously, passionately, devotedly, 
romantically, dotingly. ANTONYMS: 

(adv) coldly, disgustedly, 
distastefully, disapprovingly. 

pique: (v) nettle, insult, outrage, 
irritate, fret; (n) grudge, annoyance, 
umbrage, irritation; (n, v) anger, 
spite. 

saddle: (v) charge, load, burden, 
encumber, adjure, bear down, blame; 
(n) pillion, seat, saddleback, bicycle 
seat. ANTONYM: (v) relieve. 

stead: (n) behalf, room, lieu, spot, 
location, station, space, seat, position, 

office, locality. 
trot: (n, v) run; (n) crib, canter, pony, 

gait, ride, lope; (v) gallop, general, 
frequent, household. 

unpleasantly: (adv) distastefully, 
disagreeably, rudely, obnoxiously, 
bitterly, painfully, awfully, 
troublesomely, offensively, hardly, 
displeasingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
delightfully, agreeably, kindly, 
politely, graciously, attractively, 
sweetly, well, humbly. 
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CHAPTER  % X  

 
D INAH  V IS ITS  L ISBETH  

 
 

At five o'clock Lisbeth came downstairs with a large key in her hand: it was 
the key of the chamber where her husband lay dead.  Throughout the day, except 
in her occasional outbursts of wailing grief, she had been in incessant movement, 
performing the initial duties to her dead with the awe and exactitude that belong 
to religious rites.  She had brought out her little store of bleached linen, which 
she had for long years kept in reserve for this supreme use.  It seemed but 
yesterday--that time so many midsummers ago, when she had told Thias where 
this linen lay, that he might be sure and reach it out for her when she died, for she 
was the elder of the two.  Then there had been the work of cleansing to the 
strictest purity every object in the sacred chamber, and of removing from it every 
trace of common daily occupation.  The small window, which had hitherto freely 
let in the frosty moonlight or the warm summer sunrise on the working man's 
slumber, must now be darkened with a fair white sheet, for this was the sleep 
which is as sacred under the bare rafters as in ceiled houses.  Lisbeth had even 
mended a long-neglected and unnoticeable rent in the checkered bit of bed-
curtain; for the moments were few and precious now in which she would be able 
to do the smallest office of respect or love for the still corpse, to which in all her 
thoughts she attributed some consciousness.  Our dead are never dead to us until 
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bleached: (adj) blanched, artificial, 
attenuate, attenuated, biased, 
colored, coloured, dyed, faded, faint, 
fair. 

cleansing: (n) cleaning, wash, cleanup, 
purgation, purification; (adj) purging, 
purifying, detersive, detergent; (v) 
cathartic, abstergent. 

exactitude: (n) precision, exactness, 
correctness, punctuality, fidelity, 
trueness, truth, veracity, rigor, 
thoroughness, promptitude.  

ANTONYMS: (n) vagueness, 
inaccuracy, inexactness. 

frosty: (adj, v) icy, glacial; (adj) frigid, 
freezing, wintry, arctic, chill, frozen, 
chilly, bleak, cool. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
friendly, pleasant, hot, torrid, 
tropical, balmy, approachable. 

incessant: (adj) endless, continual, 
everlasting, eternal, constant, 
continuous, perpetual, unremitting, 
interminable, persistent; (adj, v) 
frequent. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

intermittent, occasional, sporadic, 
broken, finite. 

removing: (adj) departing. 
slumber: (n, v) rest, doze, snooze, nap, 

drowse, repose, catnap; (v) be asleep, 
kip, take a nap; (n) siesta. 

unnoticeable: (adj) inconspicuous, 
indiscernible, unobtrusive, obscure, 
imperceptible, dark, untraceable, 
retiring, barely discernible, unknown, 
subtle. ANTONYMS: (adj) noticeable, 
obtrusive, conspicuous. 
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we have forgotten them: they can be injured by us, they can be wounded; they 
know all our penitence, all our aching sense that their place is empty, all the 
kisses we bestow on the smallest relic of their presence.  And the aged peasant 
woman most of all believes that her dead are conscious.  Decent burial was what 
Lisbeth had been thinking of for herself through years of thrift, with an indistinct 
expectation that she should know when she was being carried to the churchyard, 
followed by her husband and her sons; and now she felt as if the greatest work of 
her life were to be done in seeing that Thias was buried decently before her--
under the white thorn, where once, in a dream, she had thought she lay in the 
coffin, yet all the while saw the sunshine above and smelt the white blossoms 
that were so thick upon the thorn the Sunday she went to be churched after 
Adam was born.%

But now she had done everything that could be done to-day in the chamber 
of death--had done it all herself, with some aid from her sons in lifting, for she 
would let no one be fetched to help her from the village, not being fond of female 
neighbours generally; and her favourite Dolly, the old housekeeper at Mr. 
Burge's, who had come to condole with her in the morning as soon as she heard 
of Thias's death, was too dim-sighted to be of much use.  She had locked the 
door, and now held the key in her hand, as she threw herself wearily into a chair 
that stood out of its place in the middle of the house floor, where in ordinary 
times she would never have consented to sit.  The kitchen had had none of her 
attention that day; it was soiled with the tread of muddy shoes and untidy with 
clothes and other objects out of place.  But what at another time would have been 
intolerable to Lisbeth's habits of order and cleanliness seemed to her now just 
what should be: it was right that things should look strange and disordered and 
wretched, now the old man had come to his end in that sad way; the kitchen 
ought not to look as if nothing had happened.  Adam, overcome with the 
agitations and exertions of the day after his night of hard work, had fallen asleep 
on a bench in the workshop; and Seth was in the back kitchen making a fire of 
sticks that he might get the kettle to boil, and persuade his mother to have a cup 
of tea, an indulgence which she rarely allowed herself. 
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condole: (v) pity, sympathize, comfort, 
compassionate, lament. 

decently: (adv) becomingly, 
decorously, fairly, correctly, seemly, 
fitly, courteously, justly, 
appropriately, rightly, right. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) rudely, 
improperly, disreputably, 
inappropriately, immorally. 

disordered: (adj) chaotic, upset, sick, 
disorganized, broken, incoherent, 
deranged, messy, disjointed,  

disconnected, ill. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
neat, ordered, organized, arranged, 
quiet, regulated, systematic, 
systematized, straightforward, tidy. 

relic: (n, v) memento, souvenir, 
keepsake; (n) token, trace, remainder, 
remains, antique, relict, vestige, 
remnant. 

smelt: (v) fuse, temper, anneal, to 
smelt, distill, refine, heat; (n) 
sparling, capelan, caplin, capelin. 

soiled: (adj) grubby, dirty, nasty,  

grimy, unclean, filthy, muddy, black, 
mucky, polluted, foul. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pure, immaculate. 

thrift: (n) economy, parsimony, 
husbandry, frugalness, prosperity, 
prudence, thriftiness, 
parsimoniousness, sea pink, welfare; 
(v) gain. ANTONYMS: (n) generosity, 
spending, waste. 

tread: (n, v) pace, walk, rate, march, 
tramp; (n) gait, stride, footstep, 
footfall, track; (v) trample. 
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There was no one in the kitchen when Lisbeth entered and threw herself into 
the chair.  She looked round with blank eyes at the dirt and confusion on which 
the bright afternoon's sun shone dismally; it was all of a piece with the sad 
confusion of her mind--that confusion which belongs to the first hours of a 
sudden sorrow, when the poor human soul is like one who has been deposited 
sleeping among the ruins of a vast city, and wakes up in dreary amazement, not 
knowing whether it is the growing or the dying day--not knowing why and 
whence came this illimitable scene of desolation, or why he too finds himself 
desolate in the midst of it.%

At another time Lisbeth's first thought would have been, "Where is Adam?" 
but the sudden death of her husband had restored him in these hours to that first 
place in her affections which he had held six-and-twenty years ago.  She had 
forgotten his faults as we forget the sorrows of our departed childhood, and 
thought of nothing but the young husband's kindness and the old man's 
patience.  Her eyes continued to wander blankly until Seth came in and began to 
remove some of the scattered things, and clear the small round deal table that he 
might set out his mother's tea upon it. 

"What art goin' to do?" she said, rather peevishly. 
"I want thee to have a cup of tea, Mother," answered Seth, tenderly.  "It'll do 

thee good; and I'll put two or three of these things away, and make the house 
look more comfortable." 

"Comfortable!  How canst talk o' ma'in' things comfortable?  Let a-be, let a-be.  
There's no comfort for me no more," she went on, the tears coming when she 
began to speak, "now thy poor feyther's gone, as I'n washed for and mended, an' 
got's victual for him for thirty 'ear, an' him allays so pleased wi' iverything I done 
for him, an' used to be so handy an' do the jobs for me when I war ill an' 
cumbered wi' th' babby, an' made me the posset an' brought it upstairs as proud 
as could be, an' carried the lad as war as heavy as two children for five mile an' 
ne'er grumbled, all the way to Warson Wake, 'cause I wanted to go an' see my 
sister, as war dead an' gone the very next Christmas as e'er come.  An' him to be 
drownded in the brook as we passed o'er the day we war married an' come home 
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desolate: (adj, v) desert, forlorn; (adj) 
bare, barren, alone, bleak, deserted, 
cheerless, disconsolate; (v) devastate, 
destroy. ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, 
inhabited, happy, sheltered, mobbed, 
overcrowded, ecstatic, hopeful; (v) 
create, construct, build. 

desolation: (n) devastation, misery, 
destruction, depression, grief, 
wretchedness, bleakness, loneliness, 
waste, ruin; (adj, n) desertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ecstasy, joy,  

productiveness, fertileness, 
fecundity, cheer, fruitfulness, 
preservation, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness. 

dismally: (adv) gloomily, sadly, 
unhappily, murkily, dolefully, 
forbiddingly, darkly, somberly, 
depressingly, cheerlessly, grimly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) brightly, smartly.

e'er: (adv) ever, forever. 
illimitable: (adj) endless, infinite, 

boundless, limitless, unlimited,  

immense, eternal, measureless, 
interminable, unmeasurable, 
unmeasured. 

peevishly: (adv) querulously, tetchily, 
fractiously, sullenly, sulkily, testily, 
moodily, touchily, crossly, surly, 
morosely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
cheerfully, pleasantly, calmly. 

whence: (adv) wherefrom, hence, 
because, for, why, wherefore, how, 
then, then thence so, how comes it, 
how happens it. 
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together, an' he'd made them lots o' shelves for me to put my plates an' things on, 
an' showed 'em me as proud as could be, 'cause he know'd I should be pleased.  
An' he war to die an' me not to know, but to be a-sleepin' i' my bed, as if I 
caredna nought about it.  Eh!  An' me to live to see that!  An' us as war young 
folks once, an' thought we should do rarely when we war married.  Let a-be, lad, 
let a-be!  I wonna ha' no tay.  I carena if I ne'er ate nor drink no more.  When one 
end o' th' bridge tumbles down, where's th' use o' th' other stannin'?  I may's well 
die, an' foller my old man.  There's no knowin' but he'll want me." 

Here Lisbeth broke from words into moans, swaying herself backwards and 
forwards on her chair.  Seth, always timid in his behaviour towards his mother, 
from the sense that he had no influence over her, felt it was useless to attempt to 
persuade or soothe her till this passion was past; so he contented himself with 
tending the back kitchen fire and folding up his father's clothes, which had been 
hanging out to dry since morning--afraid to move about in the room where his 
mother was, lest he should irritate her further.%

But after Lisbeth had been rocking herself and moaning for some minutes, 
she suddenly paused and said aloud to herself, "I'll go an' see arter Adam, for I 
canna think where he's gotten; an' I want him to go upstairs wi' me afore it's 
dark, for the minutes to look at the corpse is like the meltin' snow." 

Seth overheard this, and coming into the kitchen again, as his mother rose 
from her chair, he said, "Adam's asleep in the workshop, mother.  Thee'dst better 
not wake him.  He was o'erwrought with work and trouble." 

"Wake him?  Who's a-goin' to wake him?  I shanna wake him wi' lookin' at 
him.  I hanna seen the lad this two hour--I'd welly forgot as he'd e'er growed up 
from a babby when's feyther carried him." 

Adam was seated on a rough bench, his head supported by his arm, which 
rested from the shoulder to the elbow on the long planing- table in the middle of 
the workshop.  It seemed as if he had sat down for a few minutes' rest and had 
fallen asleep without slipping from his first attitude of sad, fatigued thought.  
His face, unwashed since yesterday, looked pallid and clammy; his hair was 
tossed shaggily about his forehead, and his closed eyes had the sunken look 
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carried: (adj) conveyed, imported. 
clammy: (adj) viscous, sweaty, sticky, 

muggy, moist, humid, damp, viscid, 
sultry, dank; (n) ropy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) arid, dried, fresh. 

fatigued: (adj) tired, weary, beat, 
worn, tired out, jaded, spent, worn 
out, done in, fagged, run-down. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refreshed, alert, 
lively, energized, energetic. 

gotten: (v) receive, seize, get, acquire. 
irritate: (adj, v) incense; (v) gall, fret,  

chafe, harass, grate, displease, vex, 
goad, aggravate, anger. 
ANTONYMS: (v) soothe, pacify, 
please, help, calm, encourage, 
placate. 

moans: (adj) moaning. 
pallid: (adj) ghastly, wan, bloodless, 

lurid, cadaverous, sickly, ashen, 
white, pasty, livid, watery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, rosy, 
vivid. 

shaggily: (adv) unkemptly, beardedly, 

ruggedly, roughly, hairily, raggedly, 
hirsutely, furrily, bushily. 

sunken: (adj) concave, depressed, 
submerged, empty, underwater, 
cavernous, recessed, gaunt, low, 
depression, submarine. ANTONYM: 
(adj) convex. 

unwashed: (adj) dirty, grubby, 
unclean, filthy, common, mean, 
unstrained, unpurified; (v) unswept, 
unscoured, unwiped. ANTONYM: 
(adj) clean. 
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which follows upon watching and sorrow.  His brow was knit, and his whole 
face had an expression of weariness and pain.  Gyp was evidently uneasy, for he 
sat on his haunches, resting his nose on his master's stretched-out leg, and 
dividing the time between licking the hand that hung listlessly down and 
glancing with a listening air towards the door.  The poor dog was hungry and 
restless, but would not leave his master, and was waiting impatiently for some 
change in the scene.  It was owing to this feeling on Gyp's part that, when 
Lisbeth came into the workshop and advanced towards Adam as noiselessly as 
she could, her intention not to awaken him was immediately defeated; for Gyp's 
excitement was too great to find vent in anything short of a sharp bark, and in a 
moment Adam opened his eyes and saw his mother standing before him.  It was 
not very unlike his dream, for his sleep had been little more than living through 
again, in a fevered delirious way, all that had happened since daybreak, and his 
mother with her fretful grief was present to him through it all.  The chief 
difference between the reality and the vision was that in his dream Hetty was 
continually coming before him in bodily presence--strangely mingling herself as 
an actor in scenes with which she had nothing to do.  She was even by the 
Willow Brook; she made his mother angry by coming into the house; and he met 
her with her smart clothes quite wet through, as he walked in the rain to 
Treddleston, to tell the coroner.  But wherever Hetty came, his mother was sure 
to follow soon; and when he opened his eyes, it was not at all startling to see her 
standing near him.%

"Eh, my lad, my lad!" Lisbeth burst out immediately, her wailing impulse 
returning, for grief in its freshness feels the need of associating its loss and its 
lament with every change of scene and incident, "thee'st got nobody now but thy 
old mother to torment thee and be a burden to thee.  Thy poor feyther 'ull ne'er 
anger thee no more; an' thy mother may's well go arter him--the sooner the 
better--for I'm no good to nobody now.  One old coat 'ull do to patch another, but 
it's good for nought else.  Thee'dst like to ha' a wife to mend thy clothes an' get 
thy victual, better nor thy old mother.  An' I shall be nought but cumber, a-sittin' 
i' th' chimney-corner.  (Adam winced and moved uneasily; he dreaded, of all 
things, to hear his mother speak of Hetty.)  But if thy feyther had lived, he'd ne'er 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

associating: (n) connection, reference. 
awaken: (v) arouse, wake, rouse, call, 

stir, kindle, get up, raise, wake up, 
waken, revive. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dampen, calm, retire, suppress, spoil, 
quench, douse, stifle. 

cumber: (v) throttle, limit, restrict, 
encumber, bound, constrain, hamper; 
(n) load, weight; (adj, v) press, weigh.

daybreak: (adj, n) break of day; (n) 
sunrise, prime, morning, light, 
dawning, cockcrow, dayspring,  

aurora, sunup, daylight. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sunset, sundown, 
darkness, eventide, nightfall. 

fevered: (adj) febrile, hectic, hot, fiery. 
fretful: (adj, v) querulous; (adj) restless, 

anxious, testy, sullen, irritable, 
impatient, uneasy, petulant, fidgety, 
crabbed. ANTONYM: (adj) carefree. 

listlessly: (adv) sluggishly, spiritlessly, 
indifferently, languidly, slowly, 
weakly, indolently, supinely, lazily, 
inanimately, slackly. ANTONYMS:  

(adv) brightly, nimbly. 
mingling: (adj) blending, merging, 

confluent, blended; (n) mixture, 
mixing, commixtion, interchange, 
exchange, commixture; (adv) 
minglingly. 

noiselessly: (adv) silently, soundlessly, 
stilly, softly, mutely, delicately, 
wordlessly, gently, speechlessly; (adj, 
adv) stealthily; (adj) noiseless. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) heavily, audibly. 
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ha' wanted me to go to make room for another, for he could no more ha' done 
wi'out me nor one side o' the scissars can do wi'out th' other.  Eh, we should ha' 
been both flung away together, an' then I shouldna ha' seen this day, an' one 
buryin' 'ud ha' done for us both." 

Here Lisbeth paused, but Adam sat in pained silence--he could not speak 
otherwise than tenderly to his mother to-day, but he could not help being 
irritated by this plaint.  It was not possible for poor Lisbeth to know how it 
affected Adam any more than it is possible for a wounded dog to know how his 
moans affect the nerves of his master.  Like all complaining women, she 
complained in the expectation of being soothed, and when Adam said nothing, 
she was only prompted to complain more bitterly.%

"I know thee couldst do better wi'out me, for thee couldst go where thee 
likedst an' marry them as thee likedst.  But I donna want to say thee nay, let thee 
bring home who thee wut; I'd ne'er open my lips to find faut, for when folks is 
old an' o' no use, they may think theirsens well off to get the bit an' the sup, 
though they'n to swallow ill words wi't.  An' if thee'st set thy heart on a lass as'll 
bring thee nought and waste all, when thee mightst ha' them as 'ud make a man 
on thee, I'll say nought, now thy feyther's dead an' drownded, for I'm no better 
nor an old haft when the blade's gone." 

Adam, unable to bear this any longer, rose silently from the bench and 
walked out of the workshop into the kitchen.  But Lisbeth followed him. 

"Thee wutna go upstairs an' see thy feyther then?  I'n done everythin' now, 
an' he'd like thee to go an' look at him, for he war allays so pleased when thee 
wast mild to him." 

Adam turned round at once and said, "Yes, mother; let us go upstairs.  Come, 
Seth, let us go together." 

They went upstairs, and for five minutes all was silence.  Then the key was 
turned again, and there was a sound of footsteps on the stairs.  But Adam did not 
come down again; he was too weary and worn-out to encounter more of his 
mother's querulous grief, and he went to rest on his bed.  Lisbeth no sooner 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

complaining: (adj) irritable, peevish, 
petulant, whining, moaning, 
complaintive, repining; (adj, v) 
querulous; (n, v) lamenting; (adv) 
complainingly; (n) plaintive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
uncomplaining, cheerful, willing. 

haft: (n) heft, knob, helve, grip, hilt, 
holder, stem, tiller, treadle, trigger, 
key. 

irritated: (adj) annoyed, exasperated, 
incensed, enraged, aggravated,  

furious, irate, inflamed, sore, 
displeased, provoked. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) calm, pleased, patient, 
contented. 

pained: (adj) offended, aggrieved, 
distressed, displeased, sore, grieved, 
miserable, injured, wounded, 
worried, upset. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unaffected. 

plaint: (n) complaint, mourning, 
lamentation, wail, moan, jeremiad; 
(v) hue and cry, hullabaloo, outcry,  

clamor, chorus. 
soothed: (adj) composed. 
weary: (adj, n, v) fatigue; (v) exhaust, 

tire out; (adj) tired, exhausted, 
fatigued, aweary, beat, languid; (n, v) 
jade, bore. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
energetic, fresh, lively, untiring, 
hopeful, refreshed; (v) refresh, 
enliven, energize, activate, rally. 

worn-out: (adj) stale, trite, threadbare, 
worn, hackneyed, jaded, old, run-
down, dilapidated, disabled, beat. 
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entered the kitchen and sat down than she threw her apron over her head, and 
began to cry and moan and rock herself as before.  Seth thought, "She will be 
quieter by and by, now we have been upstairs"; and he went into the back 
kitchen again, to tend his little fire, hoping that he should presently induce her 
to have some tea.%

Lisbeth had been rocking herself in this way for more than five minutes, 
giving a low moan with every forward movement of her body, when she 
suddenly felt a hand placed gently on hers, and a sweet treble voice said to her, 
"Dear sister, the Lord has sent me to see if I can be a comfort to you." 

Lisbeth paused, in a listening attitude, without removing her apron from her 
face.  The voice was strange to her.  Could it be her sister's spirit come back to her 
from the dead after all those years?  She trembled and dared not look. 

Dinah, believing that this pause of wonder was in itself a relief for the 
sorrowing woman, said no more just yet, but quietly took off her bonnet, and 
then, motioning silence to Seth, who, on hearing her voice, had come in with a 
beating heart, laid one hand on the back of Lisbeth's chair and leaned over her, 
that she might be aware of a friendly presence. 

Slowly Lisbeth drew down her apron, and timidly she opened her dim dark 
eyes.  She saw nothing at first but a face--a pure, pale face, with loving grey eyes, 
and it was quite unknown to her.  Her wonder increased; perhaps it was an 
angel.  But in the same instant Dinah had laid her hand on Lisbeth's again, and 
the old woman looked down at it.  It was a much smaller hand than her own, but 
it was not white and delicate, for Dinah had never worn a glove in her life, and 
her hand bore the traces of labour from her childhood upwards.  Lisbeth looked 
earnestly at the hand for a moment, and then, fixing her eyes again on Dinah's 
face, said, with something of restored courage, but in a tone of surprise, "Why, 
ye're a workin' woman!" 

"Yes, I am Dinah Morris, and I work in the cotton-mill when I am at home." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

apron: (n) skirt, proscenium, pall, 
pontificals, lawn sleeves, pinafore, 
petticoat, gathering head, wife, jupe, 
farthingale. 

fixing: (n) fixation, fix, adjustment, 
repair, mending, altering, 
emasculation, castration, furniture, 
fastener, fitting. 

glove: (n) boxing glove, gloves, mitt, 
mitten, baseball mitt, baseball glove, 
handwear, wristband, sleeve, 
mittens, batting glove. 

induce: (v) generate, tempt, cause, 
impel, bring, create, draw, engender, 
beget, get, infer. ANTONYMS: (v) 
prevent, restrain. 

loving: (adj) fond, devoted, amorous, 
kind, friendly, ardent, attached, 
admiring, gentle, fatherly; (adj, v) 
tender. ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, 
uncaring, malicious, cruel, unloving, 
rough, paternal, indifferent, distant, 
disapproving, callous. 

moan: (n, v) grumble, gripe, whine,  

lament, cry, howl; (v) bewail, 
complain, mourn; (n) complaint, 
lamentation. ANTONYMS: (v) 
compliment; (n) praise. 

presently: (adv) instantly, directly, 
currently, before long, shortly, soon, 
now, at present, readily, just, 
actually. ANTONYMS: (adv) later, 
now, formerly. 

rocking: (adj) vivacious, merry, 
spirited, spry, festive; (n) metalling, 
convulsion. 
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"Ah!" said Lisbeth slowly, still wondering; "ye comed in so light, like the 
shadow on the wall, an' spoke i' my ear, as I thought ye might be a sperrit.  Ye've 
got a'most the face o' one as is a- sittin' on the grave i' Adam's new Bible."%

"I come from the Hall Farm now.  You know Mrs. Poyser--she's my aunt, and 
she has heard of your great affliction, and is very sorry; and I'm come to see if I 
can be any help to you in your trouble; for I know your sons Adam and Seth, and 
I know you have no daughter; and when the clergyman told me how the hand of 
God was heavy upon you, my heart went out towards you, and I felt a command 
to come and be to you in the place of a daughter in this grief, if you will let me." 

"Ah!  I know who y' are now; y' are a Methody, like Seth; he's tould me on 
you," said Lisbeth fretfully, her overpowering sense of pain returning, now her 
wonder was gone.  "Ye'll make it out as trouble's a good thing, like he allays does.  
But where's the use o' talkin' to me a-that'n?  Ye canna make the smart less wi' 
talkin'.  Ye'll ne'er make me believe as it's better for me not to ha' my old man die 
in's bed, if he must die, an' ha' the parson to pray by him, an' me to sit by him, 
an' tell him ne'er to mind th' ill words I've gi'en him sometimes when I war 
angered, an' to gi' him a bit an' a sup, as long as a bit an' a sup he'd swallow.  But 
eh!  To die i' the cold water, an' us close to him, an' ne'er to know; an' me a-
sleepin', as if I ne'er belonged to him no more nor if he'd been a journeyman 
tramp from nobody knows where!" 

Here Lisbeth began to cry and rock herself again; and Dinah said, "Yes, dear 
friend, your affliction is great.  It would be hardness of heart to say that your 
trouble was not heavy to bear.  God didn't send me to you to make light of your 
sorrow, but to mourn with you, if you will let me.  If you had a table spread for a 
feast, and was making merry with your friends, you would think it was kind to 
let me come and sit down and rejoice with you, because you'd think I should like 
to share those good things; but I should like better to share in your trouble and 
your labour, and it would seem harder to me if you denied me that.  You won't 
send me away?  You're not angry with me for coming?" 

"Nay, nay; angered! who said I war angered?  It war good on you to come.  
An' Seth, why donna ye get her some tay?  Ye war in a hurry to get some for me, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

affliction: (n, v) adversity; (n) distress, 
regret, martyrdom, torment, curse, 
trial, bane, misadventure, sorrow, 
agony. ANTONYMS: (n) gift, 
godsend, solace, blessing. 

fretfully: (adv) restlessly, uneasily, 
anxiously, querulously, testily, 
snappishly, fractiously, petulantly, 
crossly, nervously, worriedly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unconcernedly. 

harder: (adj) serious. 
hardness: (n) austerity, asperity,  

callousness, difficulty, rigor, 
consistency, stiffness, cruelty, 
arduousness, tightness, insensibility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ease, limpness, 
malleability. 

journeyman: (n) artificer, artisan, 
Wright, mechanic, hack, man, glazier, 
goldbeater, day laborer, hairdresser, 
diesinker. 

overpowering: (adj) overwhelming, 
oppressive, resistless, compelling, 
intense, heavy, strong, onerous,  

devastating, uncontrollable, 
depressing. ANTONYMS: (adj) light, 
subtle, imperceptible, insignificant, 
shallow, weak, faint, bland. 

parson: (n) cleric, clergyman, rector, 
pastor, curate, preacher, ecclesiastic, 
divine, priest, vicar, father. 

tramp: (n) bum, hobo, beggar; (n, v) 
walk, trudge, vagabond, ramble, 
march; (v) roam, range, plod. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) loyalist; (n) 
resident. 
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as had no need, but ye donna think o' gettin' 't for them as wants it.  Sit ye down; 
sit ye down.  I thank you kindly for comin', for it's little wage ye get by walkin' 
through the wet fields to see an old woman like me....Nay, I'n got no daughter o' 
my own--ne'er had one--an' I warna sorry, for they're poor queechy things, gells 
is; I allays wanted to ha' lads, as could fend for theirsens.  An' the lads 'ull be 
marryin'--I shall ha' daughters eno', an' too many.  But now, do ye make the tay 
as ye like it, for I'n got no taste i' my mouth this day--it's all one what I swaller--
it's all got the taste o' sorrow wi't." 

Dinah took care not to betray that she had had her tea, and accepted Lisbeth's 
invitation very readily, for the sake of persuading the old woman herself to take 
the food and drink she so much needed after a day of hard work and fasting.%

Seth was so happy now Dinah was in the house that he could not help 
thinking her presence was worth purchasing with a life in which grief 
incessantly followed upon grief; but the next moment he reproached himself--it 
was almost as if he were rejoicing in his father's sad death.  Nevertheless the joy 
of being with Dinah would triumph--it was like the influence of climate, which no 
resistance can overcome.  And the feeling even suffused itself over his face so as 
to attract his mother's notice, while she was drinking her tea. 

"Thee may'st well talk o' trouble bein' a good thing, Seth, for thee thriv'st on't.  
Thee look'st as if thee know'dst no more o' care an' cumber nor when thee wast a 
babby a-lyin' awake i' th' cradle.  For thee'dst allays lie still wi' thy eyes open, an' 
Adam ne'er 'ud lie still a minute when he wakened.  Thee wast allays like a bag 
o' meal as can ne'er be bruised--though, for the matter o' that, thy poor feyther 
war just such another.  But ye've got the same look too" (here Lisbeth turned to 
Dinah).  "I reckon it's wi' bein' a Methody.  Not as I'm a-findin' faut wi' ye for't, 
for ye've no call to be frettin', an' somehow ye looken sorry too.  Eh!  Well, if the 
Methodies are fond o' trouble, they're like to thrive: it's a pity they canna ha't all, 
an' take it away from them as donna like it.  I could ha' gi'en 'em plenty; for when 
I'd gotten my old man I war worreted from morn till night; and now he's gone, 
I'd be glad for the worst o'er again." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

betray: (v) deceive, bewray, sell, grass, 
dupe, reveal, mislead, disclose, 
accuse, befool, bamboozle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) protect, undeceive, 
hide, defend, withhold. 

cradle: (n) cot, birthplace, nursery, 
berth, crib, nest, hammock, bassinet, 
origin; (v) hold, groundwork. 

incessantly: (adv) constantly, 
endlessly, continually, perpetually, 
continuously, unceasingly, eternally, 
persistently, unremittingly,  

unendingly, steadily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) sporadically, briefly. 

morn: (n) dawn, daybreak, forenoon, 
period, prime, aurora, a, amount of 
time, break of dawn, break of day, 
break of the day. 

purchasing: (n) buying, purchase, buy, 
buy-out, purchases, shopping, 
transaction, sale, catalog buying, 
ownership. 

reckon: (v) estimate, judge, hold, 
compute, guess, calculate, gauge,  

rate; (n, v) enumerate, count, number. 
rejoicing: (n) exultation, jubilation, 

happiness, joy, mirth, pleasure, 
elation; (adj) jubilant, exultant; (v) 
rejoice; (adv) rejoicingly. ANTONYM: 
(n) sadness. 

thrive: (adj, v) prosper; (v) flourish, 
grow, advance, blossom, succeed, 
increase, bloom, get ahead, boom; 
(adj) luxuriate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
deteriorate, fail, languish, struggle, 
decrease. 
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"Yes," said Dinah, careful not to oppose any feeling of Lisbeth's, for her 
reliance, in her smallest words and deeds, on a divine guidance, always issued in 
that finest woman's tact which proceeds from acute and ready sympathy; "yes, I 
remember too, when my dear aunt died, I longed for the sound of her bad cough 
in the nights, instead of the silence that came when she was gone.  But now, dear 
friend, drink this other cup of tea and eat a little more." 

"What!" said Lisbeth, taking the cup and speaking in a less querulous tone, 
"had ye got no feyther and mother, then, as ye war so sorry about your aunt?" 

"No, I never knew a father or mother; my aunt brought me up from a baby.  
She had no children, for she was never married and she brought me up as 
tenderly as if I'd been her own child." 

"Eh, she'd fine work wi' ye, I'll warrant, bringin' ye up from a babby, an' her a 
lone woman--it's ill bringin' up a cade lamb.  But I daresay ye warna franzy, for 
ye look as if ye'd ne'er been angered i' your life.  But what did ye do when your 
aunt died, an' why didna ye come to live in this country, bein' as Mrs. Poyser's 
your aunt too?" 

Dinah, seeing that Lisbeth's attention was attracted, told her the story of her 
early life--how she had been brought up to work hard, and what sort of place 
Snowfield was, and how many people had a hard life there--all the details that 
she thought likely to interest Lisbeth.  The old woman listened, and forgot to be 
fretful, unconsciously subject to the soothing influence of Dinah's face and voice.  
After a while she was persuaded to let the kitchen be made tidy; for Dinah was 
bent on this, believing that the sense of order and quietude around her would 
help in disposing Lisbeth to join in the prayer she longed to pour forth at her 
side.  Seth, meanwhile, went out to chop wood, for he surmised that Dinah 
would like to be left alone with his mother.%

Lisbeth sat watching her as she moved about in her still quick way, and said 
at last, "Ye've got a notion o' cleanin' up.  I wouldna mind ha'in ye for a daughter, 
for ye wouldna spend the lad's wage i' fine clothes an' waste.  Ye're not like the 
lasses o' this countryside.  I reckon folks is different at Snowfield from what they 
are here." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cough: (v) clear the throat, to cough, 
spit up, cough up, expectorate; (n) 
expiration, exhalation, symptom, 
sneeze, breathing out. 

deeds: (n) works, activity, actions, 
conduct, background, events, 
happenings, performance, activities. 

disposing: (adv) disposingly; (v) 
dispose; (adj) decretive, dispositive; 
(n) distribution. 

nights: (adj) nightly; (n) night. 
soothing: (adj) calming, soft, smooth,  

pacifying, quiet, restful, bland, calm, 
assuasive; (adj, n) softening; (n) 
alleviation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upsetting, disturbing, hostile, scary, 
worrying, stimulating, exasperating, 
annoying, invigorating, painful, 
intimidating. 

surmised: (adj) rude, conjectural, 
assumed. 

tact: (n) diplomacy, delicacy, finesse, 
address, discretion, skill, 
consideration, refinement, grace,  

thoughtfulness, tactfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frankness, 
carelessness, thoughtlessness, 
insensitivity, clumsiness. 

unconsciously: (adv) instinctively, 
unintentionally, unthinkingly, 
unwittingly, ignorantly, innocently, 
comatosely, automatically, 
obliviously, unsuspectingly, 
inadvertently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
consciously, deliberately, knowingly, 
purposely. 
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"They have a different sort of life, many of 'em," said Dinah; "they work at 
different things--some in the mill, and many in the mines, in the villages round 
about.  But the heart of man is the same everywhere, and there are the children of 
this world and the children of light there as well as elsewhere.  But we've many 
more Methodists there than in this country."%

"Well, I didna know as the Methody women war like ye, for there's Will 
Maskery's wife, as they say's a big Methody, isna pleasant to look at, at all.  I'd as 
lief look at a tooad.  An' I'm thinkin' I wouldna mind if ye'd stay an' sleep here, 
for I should like to see ye i' th' house i' th' mornin'.  But mayhappen they'll be 
lookin for ye at Mester Poyser's." 

"No," said Dinah, "they don't expect me, and I should like to stay, if you'll let 
me." 

"Well, there's room; I'n got my bed laid i' th' little room o'er the back kitchen, 
an' ye can lie beside me.  I'd be glad to ha' ye wi' me to speak to i' th' night, for 
ye've got a nice way o' talkin'.  It puts me i' mind o' the swallows as was under 
the thack last 'ear when they fust begun to sing low an' soft-like i' th' mornin'.  
Eh, but my old man war fond o' them birds!  An' so war Adam, but they'n ne'er 
comed again this 'ear.  Happen they're dead too." 

"There," said Dinah, "now the kitchen looks tidy, and now, dear Mother--for 
I'm your daughter to-night, you know--I should like you to wash your face and 
have a clean cap on.  Do you remember what David did, when God took away 
his child from him?  While the child was yet alive he fasted and prayed to God to 
spare it, and he would neither eat nor drink, but lay on the ground all night, 
beseeching God for the child.  But when he knew it was dead, he rose up from 
the ground and washed and anointed himself, and changed his clothes, and ate 
and drank; and when they asked him how it was that he seemed to have left off 
grieving now the child was dead, he said, 'While the child was yet alive, I fasted 
and wept; for I said, Who can tell whether God will be gracious to me, that the 
child may live?  But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast?  Can I bring him 
back again?  I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.'" 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

fond: (adj) affectionate, caring, 
devoted, tender, loving, amorous, 
delicate, adoring, doting, ardent, 
attached. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
aversion, cold, rough. 

grieving: (adj) sorrowful, bereft, 
bereaved, mournful, aggrieved, sad, 
teenful, despondent; (v) grief, 
affliction; (n) sorrow. 

lief: (adj, v) leef; (adv) fain, willingly; 
(adj) glad, acceptable. 

puts: (n) stocks, securities, preferred  

stock, common stock, bonds. 
sing: (v) hymn, hum, chirp, drone, 

intone, vocalize, pipe, carol, snitch; 
(n, v) twitter, squeak. 

swallows: (n) sparrows, rooks, robins, 
Passeriformes, Hirundinidae, etc, 
order Passeriformes. 

tidy: (adj, v) clean, trim; (adj) spruce, 
shipshape, respectable, natty; (v) 
clear, straighten, clear up, clean up, 
arrange. ANTONYMS: (adj) knotted, 
disheveled, disorganized, messy,  

slovenly, hairy, unsubstantial, dense; 
(v) litter, disorganize, disorder. 

wash: (adj, n, v) soak; (n, v) paint; (v) 
clean, scrub, mop, moisten, lave, 
scour, bathe; (n) washing, ablution. 
ANTONYM: (v) soil. 

washed: (adj) wash, cleaner, colored, 
refined, wet, watery. 

wherefore: (adv, conj) therefore; (adv, 
n) why; (n) reason, proof; (adv) 
accordingly, consequently, so, 
wherefor, hence, whence; (conj) then. 
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"Eh, that's a true word," said Lisbeth.  "Yea, my old man wonna come back to 
me, but I shall go to him--the sooner the better.  Well, ye may do as ye like wi' 
me: there's a clean cap i' that drawer, an' I'll go i' the back kitchen an' wash my 
face.  An' Seth, thee may'st reach down Adam's new Bible wi' th' picters in, an' 
she shall read us a chapter.  Eh, I like them words--'I shall go to him, but he 
wonna come back to me.'" 

Dinah and Seth were both inwardly offering thanks for the greater quietness 
of spirit that had come over Lisbeth.  This was what Dinah had been trying to 
bring about, through all her still sympathy and absence from exhortation.  From 
her girlhood upwards she had had experience among the sick and the 
mourning, among minds hardened and shrivelled through poverty and 
ignorance, and had gained the subtlest perception of the mode in which they 
could best be touched and softened into willingness to receive words of spiritual 
consolation or warning.  As Dinah expressed it, "she was never left to herself; but 
it was always given her when to keep silence and when to speak."  And do we 
not all agree to call rapid thought and noble impulse by the name of inspiration?  
After our subtlest analysis of the mental process, we must still say, as Dinah did, 
that our highest thoughts and our best deeds are all given to us.%

And so there was earnest prayer--there was faith, love, and hope pouring 
forth that evening in the littie kitchen.  And poor, aged, fretful Lisbeth, without 
grasping any distinct idea, without going through any course of religious 
emotions, felt a vague sense of goodness and love, and of something right lying 
underneath and beyond all this sorrowing life.  She couldn't understand the 
sorrow; but, for these moments, under the subduing influence of Dinah's spirit, 
she felt that she must be patient and still. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

exhortation: (n) warning, monition, 
persuasion, suggestion, counsel, 
incitement, sermon, admonition, 
exhort, hortation, admonishment. 

girlhood: (n) adolescence, boyhood, 
maidenhood, youth, babyhood, 
youthhood, maidhood, age. 

grasping: (adj) avaricious, covetous, 
acquisitive, greedy, avid, voracious, 
rapacious, grabby, mercenary, stingy; 
(n) seizing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
generous, altruistic. 

inwardly: (adv) inside, interiorly, 
innerly, within, secretly, intrinsically, 
intimately, privately, spiritually, 
incomingly; (adj) inwards. 
ANTONYM: (adv) openly. 

mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, 
bereavement, gloom, woe, memorial, 
sorrowfulness, sadness, sorrow; (adj) 
grieving; (v) lamenting. 

quietness: (n) quiet, serenity, calm, 
calmness, peacefulness, repose, hush, 
composure, quietude, silence,  

stillness. ANTONYMS: (n) volume, 
disturbance, loudness, bustle, 
wildness, turbulence, noise, turmoil, 
brashness, boldness, movement. 

subduing: (adj) aggressively haughty, 
conquering, domineering, insolent, 
overbearing, overcoming, 
overpowering, repressing, 
suppressive; (n) bondage, oppression. 

upwards: (adj, adv) upwardly, up; 
(adv) over; (adj) improving, open. 
ANTONYM: (adv) down. 
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CHAPTER  X I  

 
IN  THE  COTTAGE  

 
 

It was but half-past four the next morning when Dinah, tired of lying awake 
listening to the birds and watching the growing light through the little window 
in the garret roof, rose and began to dress herself very quietly, lest she should 
disturb Lisbeth.  But already some one else was astir in the house, and had gone 
downstairs, preceded by Gyp.  The dog's pattering step was a sure sign that it 
was Adam who went down; but Dinah was not aware of this, and she thought it 
was more likely to be Seth, for he had told her how Adam had stayed up 
working the night before.  Seth, however, had only just awakened at the sound 
of the opening door.  The exciting influence of the previous day, heightened at 
last by Dinah's unexpected presence, had not been counteracted by any bodily 
weariness, for he had not done his ordinary amount of hard work; and so when 
he went to bed; it was not till he had tired himself with hours of tossing 
wakefulness that drowsiness came, and led on a heavier morning sleep than 
was usual with him.%

But Adam had been refreshed by his long rest, and with his habitual 
impatience of mere passivity, he was eager to begin the new day and subdue 
sadness by his strong will and strong arm.  The white mist lay in the valley; it 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

astir: (adj) agog, lively, wakeful; (adv) 
afoot, abroach, about; (v) sparkling, 
up the qui vive, wrought up. 
ANTONYM: (adj) asleep. 

awakened: (adj) excited, aroused, 
awakens, awoke, interested. 

drowsiness: (n) sleepiness, lethargy, 
dullness, doziness, laziness, 
somnolency, inertia, drowse, 
lassitude, languor, sluggishness. 
ANTONYM: (n) alertness. 

garret: (n) cockloft, loft, attic, house  

top, storey, level, upper story, story, 
dome, noggin, classical Greek. 

passivity: (n) passiveness, apathy, 
indifference, inactivity, torpor, 
torpidity, compliance, listlessness, 
patience, obedience, tameness. 

refreshed: (adj) invigorated, 
rejuvenated, reinvigorated, new, 
novel, revived, impudent, energizing, 
overbold, energising, clean. 
ANTONYM: (adj) tired. 

subdue: (adj, n, v) conquer; (v)  

overpower, crush, defeat, quell, 
quash, suppress, restrain; (n, v) 
reduce; (adj, v) repress; (adv, v) 
control. ANTONYMS: (v) incite, 
enliven, resist, submit. 

tossing: (n) cast; (adj) moving. 
wakefulness: (n) insomnia, arousal, 

vigilance, guard, temporary state, 
alertness, consciousness, 
circumspection, caution; (v) vigil; (n, 
v) watch. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inattentiveness, unconsciousness. 
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was going to be a bright warm day, and he would start to work again when he 
had had his breakfast.%

"There's nothing but what's bearable as long as a man can work," he said to 
himself; "the natur o' things doesn't change, though it seems as if one's own life 
was nothing but change.  The square o' four is sixteen, and you must lengthen 
your lever in proportion to your weight, is as true when a man's miserable as 
when he's happy; and the best o' working is, it gives you a grip hold o' things 
outside your own lot." 

As he dashed the cold water over his head and face, he felt completely 
himself again, and with his black eyes as keen as ever and his thick black hair all 
glistening with the fresh moisture, he went into the workshop to look out the 
wood for his father's coffin, intending that he and Seth should carry it with them 
to Jonathan Burge's and have the coffin made by one of the workmen there, so 
that his mother might not see and hear the sad task going forward at home. 

He had just gone into the workshop when his quick ear detected a light rapid 
foot on the stairs--certainly not his mother's.  He had been in bed and asleep 
when Dinah had come in, in the evening, and now he wondered whose step this 
could be.  A foolish thought came, and moved him strangely.  As if it could be 
Hetty!  She was the last person likely to be in the house.  And yet he felt reluctant 
to go and look and have the clear proof that it was some one else.  He stood 
leaning on a plank he had taken hold of, listening to sounds which his 
imagination interpreted for him so pleasantly that the keen strong face became 
suffused with a timid tenderness.  The light footstep moved about the kitchen, 
followed by the sound of the sweeping brush, hardly making so much noise as 
the lightest breeze that chases the autumn leaves along the dusty path; and 
Adam's imagination saw a dimpled face, with dark bright eyes and roguish 
smiles looking backward at this brush, and a rounded figure just leaning a little 
to clasp the handle.  A very foolish thought--it could not be Hetty; but the only 
way of dismissing such nonsense from his head was to go and see who it was, for 
his fancy only got nearer and nearer to belief while he stood there listening.  He 
loosed the plank and went to the kitchen door. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bearable: (adj) endurable, sufferable, 
supportable, livable, admissible, 
allowable, sustainable, possible, 
reasonable, permissible, acceptable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) insufferable, 
intolerable. 

clasp: (n, v) embrace, hug, grip, grasp, 
squeeze, clutch, buckle, brooch; (adj, 
n, v) pin; (v) stick, cling. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unbuckle, loose, 
unclasp, relax, detach. 

detected: (adj) apparent, convicted,  

detect. 
dismissing: (v) dismiss; (n) acquittal, 

denial, dimission. 
glistening: (adj) shining, glossy, shiny, 

glisten, brilliant, beaming, sleek, 
lustrous, sparkling, reflecting light, 
gleaming. ANTONYM: (adj) dull. 

lengthen: (adj, v) elongate; (v) enlarge, 
prolong, draw, draw out, increase, 
expand, stretch, protract, continue, 
drag out. ANTONYMS: (v) clip, 
curtail. 

roguish: (adj) impish, dishonest, 
playful, naughty, sly, arch, puckish, 
rascally, blackguardly, bad, 
scoundrelly. 

timid: (adj) shy, afraid, diffident, coy, 
bashful, nervous, frightened, 
apprehensive, modest; (adj, adv) 
cowardly; (adj, n) cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) brave; (adj) 
confident, bold, fearless, resolute, 
forward, daring, brazen, extrovert, 
brash, talkative. 
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"How do you do, Adam Bede?" said Dinah, in her calm treble, pausing from 
her sweeping and fixing her mild grave eyes upon him.  "I trust you feel rested 
and strengthened again to bear the burden and heat of the day." 

It was like dreaming of the sunshine and awaking in the moonlight.  Adam 
had seen Dinah several times, but always at the Hall Farm, where he was not 
very vividly conscious of any woman's presence except Hetty's, and he had only 
in the last day or two begun to suspect that Seth was in love with her, so that his 
attention had not hitherto been drawn towards her for his brother's sake.  But 
now her slim figure, her plain black gown, and her pale serene face impressed 
him with all the force that belongs to a reality contrasted with a preoccupying 
fancy.  For the first moment or two he made no answer, but looked at her with 
the concentrated, examining glance which a man gives to an object in which he 
has suddenly begun to be interested.  Dinah, for the first time in her life, felt a 
painful self-consciousness; there was something in the dark penetrating glance 
of this strong man so different from the mildness and timidity of his brother 
Seth.  A faint blush came, which deepened as she wondered at it.  This blush 
recalled Adam from his forgetfulness.%

"I was quite taken by surprise; it was very good of you to come and see my 
mother in her trouble," he said, in a gentle grateful tone, for his quick mind told 
him at once how she came to be there.  "I hope my mother was thankful to have 
you," he added, wondering rather anxiously what had been Dinah's reception. 

"Yes," said Dinah, resuming her work, "she seemed greatly comforted after a 
while, and she's had a good deal of rest in the night, by times.  She was fast 
asleep when I left her." 

"Who was it took the news to the Hall Farm?" said Adam, his thoughts 
reverting to some one there; he wondered whether she had felt anything about it. 

"It was Mr. Irwine, the clergyman, told me, and my aunt was grieved for 
your mother when she heard it, and wanted me to come; and so is my uncle, I'm 
sure, now he's heard it, but he was gone out to Rosseter all yesterday.  They'll 
look for you there as soon as you've got time to go, for there's nobody round that 
hearth but what's glad to see you." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

contrasted: (adj) opposed, 
antagonistic, opposing, contrary, 
antipodean, counter, diverse, 
heterogeneous, opposite, unlike, 
adverse. 

grieved: (adj) sore, sad, sorry, 
sorrowful, upset, woeful, pained, 
affected, brokenhearted. 

mildness: (adj, n) gentleness, kindness, 
benignity, compassion, goodness; (n) 
lenity, mercy, meekness, leniency, 
lenience, tenderness. ANTONYMS:  

(n) roughness, pungency. 
penetrating: (adj) astute, sharp, 

cutting, discerning, incisive, piercing, 
perceptive, discriminating, trenchant; 
(adj, v) biting, acute. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) mild, soft, mellow, low, gentle, 
dull, dense. 

preoccupying: (v) preoccupy; (adj) 
absorbing. 

reverting: (n) reversion, relapse, 
relapsing, recidivism, lapse, 
backsliding, lapsing, regress,  

reversal; (adj) returning, reversive. 
self-consciousness: (n) 

embarrassment, inhibition. 
strengthened: (adj) consolidated, 

sinewed, made firm, comfortable, 
built, strong, equipped. 

vividly: (adv) brightly, lively, 
intensely, clearly, brilliantly, 
graphically, strikingly, dramatically, 
colorfully, glowingly, severely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) blandly, 
modestly, vaguely. 
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Dinah, with her sympathetic divination, knew quite well that Adam was 
longing to hear if Hetty had said anything about their trouble; she was too 
rigorously truthful for benevolent invention,  but she had contrived to say 
something in which Hetty was tacitly included.  Love has a way of cheating 
itself consciously, like a child who plays at solitary hide-and-seek; it is pleased 
with assurances that it all the while disbelieves.  Adam liked what Dinah had 
said so much that his mind was directly full of the next visit he should pay to the 
Hall Farm, when Hetty would perhaps behave more kindly to him than she had 
ever done before.%

"But you won't be there yourself any longer?" he said to Dinah. 
"No, I go back to Snowfield on Saturday, and I shall have to set out to 

Treddleston early, to be in time for the Oakbourne carrier.  So I must go back to 
the farm to-night, that I may have the last day with my aunt and her children.  
But I can stay here all to- day, if your mother would like me; and her heart 
seemed inclined towards me last night." 

"Ah, then, she's sure to want you to-day.  If mother takes to people at the 
beginning, she's sure to get fond of 'em; but she's a strange way of not liking 
young women.  Though, to be sure," Adam went on, smiling, "her not liking 
other young women is no reason why she shouldn't like you." 

Hitherto Gyp had been assisting at this conversation in motionless silence, 
seated on his haunches, and alternately looking up in his master's face to watch 
its expression and observing Dinah's movements about the kitchen.  The kind 
smile with which Adam uttered the last words was apparently decisive with Gyp 
of the light in which the stranger was to be regarded, and as she turned round 
after putting aside her sweeping-brush, he trotted towards her and put up his 
muzzle against her hand in a friendly way. 

"You see Gyp bids you welcome," said Adam, "and he's very slow to 
welcome strangers." 

"Poor dog!" said Dinah, patting the rough grey coat, "I've a strange feeling 
about the dumb things as if they wanted to speak, and it was a trouble to 'em 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

assisting: (adj) aiding, auxiliary, 
subsidiary, suffragan, adjuvant, 
supporting, support, secondary, 
supplementary, assistant; (n) helping. 
ANTONYM: (adj) main. 

cheating: (n) cheat, dishonesty, 
imposition, imposture, fraud, 
duplicity, deception, chicanery; (adj) 
dirty, cunning, deceiving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) honest, faithful; 
(n) honesty, truthfulness. 

contrived: (adj) affected, unnatural,  

false, forced, labored, spurious, 
feigned, unreal, strained, built, 
artificially formal. ANTONYM: (adj) 
sincere. 

divination: (n) augury, prediction, 
necromancy, palmistry, sorcery, 
witchcraft, fortune telling, oracle, 
prophecy, foretelling, soothsaying. 

rigorously: (adv) severely, strictly, 
stringently, carefully, harshly, 
exactly, austerely, closely, narrowly, 
stiffly, gravely. ANTONYMS: (adv)  

leniently, lightheartedly, negligently. 
tacitly: (adv) unspokenly, implicitly, 

impliedly, wordlessly, stilly, 
voicelessly, assumedly, 
unexpressedly. 

truthful: (adj) honest, genuine, frank, 
real, candid, sincere, guileless, 
realistic, reliable, faithful, honorable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dishonest, 
inaccurate, fictional, guarded, lying, 
improbable, deceptive, deceitful, 
false, wrong, evasive. 
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because they couldn't.  I can't help being sorry for the dogs always, though 
perhaps there's no need.  But they may well have more in them than they know 
how to make us understand, for we can't say half what we feel, with all our 
words." 

Seth came down now, and was pleased to find Adam talking with Dinah; he 
wanted Adam to know how much better she was than all other women.  But 
after a few words of greeting, Adam drew him into the workshop to consult 
about the coffin, and Dinah went on with her cleaning.%

By six o'clock they were all at breakfast with Lisbeth in a kitchen as clean as 
she could have made it herself.  The window and door were open, and the 
morning air brought with it a mingled scent of southernwood, thyme, and sweet-
briar from the patch of garden by the side of the cottage.  Dinah did not sit down 
at first, but moved about, serving the others with the warm porridge and the 
toasted oat-cake, which she had got ready in the usual way, for she had asked 
Seth to tell her just what his mother gave them for breakfast.  Lisbeth had been 
unusually silent since she came downstairs, apparently requiring some time to 
adjust her ideas to a state of things in which she came down like a lady to find all 
the work done, and sat still to be waited on.  Her new sensations seemed to 
exclude the remembrance of her grief.  At last, after tasting the porridge, she 
broke silence: 

"Ye might ha' made the parridge worse," she said to Dinah; "I can ate it wi'out 
its turnin' my stomach.  It might ha' been a trifle thicker an' no harm, an' I allays 
putten a sprig o' mint in mysen; but how's ye t' know that?  The lads arena like 
to get folks as 'll make their parridge as I'n made it for 'em; it's well if they get 
onybody as 'll make parridge at all.  But ye might do, wi' a bit o' showin'; for 
ye're a stirrin' body in a mornin', an' ye've a light heel, an' ye've cleaned th' house 
well enough for a ma'shift." 

"Makeshift, mother?" said Adam.  "Why, I think the house looks beautiful.  I 
don't know how it could look better." 

"Thee dostna know?  Nay; how's thee to know?  Th' men ne'er know whether 
the floor's cleaned or cat-licked.  But thee'lt know when thee gets thy parridge 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

greeting: (n) welcome, salutation, 
address, greet, compliments, 
acknowledgment, accost, hello, hullo, 
nod; (v) salute. ANTONYM: (n) 
goodbye. 

heel: (n) blackguard, dog, counter, 
cad, villain, scoundrel, shoe, sole, 
bounder, tree rest; (v) lean. 

makeshift: (adj, n, v) substitute; (adj, n) 
stopgap; (adj) temporary, interim, 
provisional, impermanent; (adj, adv) 
impromptu, off the cuff; (n)  

expedient, shift; (v) ersatz. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) permanent, 
complex, prepared. 

mint: (n) fortune, pile, heap, mass, 
peck, lot, peppermint; (v) invent, 
manufacture, strike, stamp. 

sprig: (n) branch, scion, twig, spray, 
bough, limb, sprout, staff, shillelah, 
bludgeon, brier. 

tasting: (n) degustation, gustation, 
savoring, relishing, sample, gustatory 
sensation, gustatory perception,  

discernment, drinking, eating, 
feeding. 

thyme: (n) herb, rosemary, sage, 
herbaceous plant, parsley, creeping 
thyme, common thyme, basil, 
aromatic plant, pot herbs. 

toasted: (adj) heated. 
trifle: (n, v) play; (adj, n, v) trinket; (v) 

dally, fiddle, flirt, fool, frivol; (n) 
nothing, triviality, detail; (adj, n) 
bagatelle. 

women: (n) sex, gentle sex. 

 



Adam Bede 132

burnt, as it's like enough to be when I'n gi'en o'er makin' it.  Thee'lt think thy 
mother war good for summat then."%

"Dinah," said Seth, "do come and sit down now and have your breakfast.  
We're all served now." 

"Aye, come an' sit ye down--do," said Lisbeth, "an' ate a morsel; ye'd need, 
arter bein' upo' your legs this hour an' half a'ready.  Come, then," she added, in a 
tone of complaining affection, as Dinah sat down by her side, "I'll be loath for ye 
t' go, but ye canna stay much longer, I doubt.  I could put up wi' ye i' th' house 
better nor wi' most folks." 

"I'll stay till to-night if you're willing," said Dinah.  "I'd stay longer, only I'm 
going back to Snowfield on Saturday, and I must be with my aunt to-morrow." 

"Eh, I'd ne'er go back to that country.  My old man come from that Stonyshire 
side, but he left it when he war a young un, an' i' the right on't too; for he said as 
there war no wood there, an' it 'ud ha' been a bad country for a carpenter." 

"Ah," said Adam, "I remember father telling me when I was a little lad that he 
made up his mind if ever he moved it should be south'ard.  But I'm not so sure 
about it.  Bartle Massey says--and he knows the South--as the northern men are a 
finer breed than the southern, harder-headed and stronger-bodied, and a deal 
taller.  And then he says in some o' those counties it's as flat as the back o' your 
hand, and you can see nothing of a distance without climbing up the highest 
trees.  I couldn't abide that.  I like to go to work by a road that'll take me up a bit 
of a hill, and see the fields for miles round me, and a bridge, or a town, or a bit of 
a steeple here and there.  It makes you feel the world's a big place, and there's 
other men working in it with their heads and hands besides yourself." 

"I like th' hills best," said Seth, "when the clouds are over your head and you 
see the sun shining ever so far off, over the Loamford way, as I've often done o' 
late, on the stormy days.  It seems to me as if that was heaven where there's 
always joy and sunshine, though this life's dark and cloudy." 

"Oh, I love the Stonyshire side," said Dinah; "I shouldn't like to set my face 
towards the countries where they're rich in corn and cattle, and the ground so 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

burnt: (adj) adust, heated, baked, 
torrid, sunburnt, seared, scorched, 
well done, tempered, overdone, 
combust. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
underdone, unburned, wet. 

cattle: (n) stock, cows, neat, bull, beef, 
bovine, livestock, ox, kine, cow, oxen.

clouds: (n) exhaust, fumes, gas, smoke, 
vapors. 

corn: (n) clavus, cereals, Zea Mays, 
callus, wheat, Indian corn, callosity, 
grain; (v) feed, keep; (adj, n)  

commonplace. 
finer: (adj) superior, advanced, bigger, 

higher, more, greater. 
morsel: (n, v) bite, mouthful; (n) 

crumb, chew, particle, fragment, 
taste, piece, nibble; (adj, v) gobbet, 
mite. 

shining: (adj, v) brilliant; (adj) lustrous, 
radiant, glossy, luminous, glorious, 
glowing; (adj, n) lucid, resplendent, 
clear; (v) shine. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dull, pale, blemished. 

steeple: (adj, n) spire, tower; (n) 
campanile, minaret, turret, dome; 
(adj) pyramid, column, obelisk, 
monument, pillar. 

stormy: (adj, n) inclement, boisterous, 
rough, severe; (adj) fierce, windy, 
wild, dirty, foul, tempestuous, 
blustering. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
still, pleasant, fair, mild, relaxed. 

sunshine: (n) sunlight, sun, day, light, 
fair weather, gladness, shine, glee, 
sunbeam, delight, brightness. 
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level and easy to tread; and to turn my back on the hills where the poor people 
have to live such a hard life and the men spend their days in the mines away 
from the sunlight.  It's very blessed on a bleak cold day, when the sky is 
hanging dark over the hill, to feel the love of God in one's soul, and carry it to 
the lonely, bare, stone houses, where there's nothing else to give comfort." 

"Eh!" said Lisbeth, "that's very well for ye to talk, as looks welly like the 
snowdrop-flowers as ha' lived for days an' days when I'n gethered 'em, wi' 
nothin' but a drop o' water an' a peep o' daylight; but th' hungry foulks had 
better leave th' hungry country.  It makes less mouths for the scant cake.  But," 
she went on, looking at Adam, "donna thee talk o' goin' south'ard or north'ard, 
an' leavin' thy feyther and mother i' the churchyard, an' goin' to a country as they 
know nothin' on.  I'll ne'er rest i' my grave if I donna see thee i' the churchyard of 
a Sunday." 

"Donna fear, mother," said Adam.  "If I hadna made up my mind not to go, I 
should ha' been gone before now." 

He had finished his breakfast now, and rose as he was speaking.%

"What art goin' to do?" asked Lisbeth.  "Set about thy feyther's coffin?" 
"No, mother," said Adam; "we're going to take the wood to the village and 

have it made there." 
"Nay, my lad, nay," Lisbeth burst out in an eager, wailing tone; "thee wotna 

let nobody make thy feyther's coffin but thysen?  Who'd make it so well?  An' 
him as know'd what good work war, an's got a son as is the head o' the village 
an' all Treddles'on too, for cleverness." 

"Very well, mother, if that's thy wish, I'll make the coffin at home; but I 
thought thee wouldstna like to hear the work going on." 

"An' why shouldna I like 't?  It's the right thing to be done.  An' what's liking 
got to do wi't?  It's choice o' mislikings is all I'n got i' this world.  One morsel's as 
good as another when your mouth's out o' taste.  Thee mun set about it now this 
mornin' fust thing.  I wonna ha' nobody to touch the coffin but thee." 

Adam's eyes met Seth's, which looked from Dinah to him rather wistfully. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blessed: (adj) happy, holy, cursed, 
sacred, damned, hallowed, blasted, 
fortunate, saintly, lucky, divine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unlucky, 
condemned, damned, disapproved, 
unhappy, unholy, secular. 

coffin: (n) casket, sarcophagus, chest, 
cask, hearse, urn, carriage, 
automobile, catafalque; (v) to drive a 
nail in one's coffin, bury. 

daylight: (n) dawn, daybreak, light, 
morning, sunrise, clearance, sunup,  

daytime, broad daylight, first light, 
afternoon. ANTONYMS: (n) night, 
sunset, dusk, dark, sundown, 
twilight, darkness, nightfall. 

hanging: (n) execution, curtain, arras, 
wall hanging; (adj) suspended, 
pendent, pendant, pendulous, hung, 
pending; (n, v) suspension. 

liking: (n, v) inclination; (n) fancy, 
appetite, taste, fondness, predilection, 
affection, partiality, admiration, 
approval, appreciation.  

ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, aversion, 
hatred, indifference, detachment, 
dissatisfaction, antipathy. 

scant: (adj) insufficient, scanty, 
skimpy, poor, few, inadequate, 
narrow, little; (adj, v) meager, bare; 
(v) skimp. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
plentiful, extensive. 

sunlight: (n) sunshine, daylight, the 
sun, positive, solar, sunbeam, 
brightness, sunbeams, rays, shaft, 
beam. 
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"No, Mother," he said, "I'll not consent but Seth shall have a hand in it too, if 
it's to be done at home.  I'll go to the village this forenoon, because Mr. Burge 'ull 
want to see me, and Seth shall stay at home and begin the coffin.  I can come 
back at noon, and then he can go." 

"Nay, nay," persisted Lisbeth, beginning to cry, "I'n set my heart on't as thee 
shalt ma' thy feyther's coffin.  Thee't so stiff an' masterful, thee't ne'er do as thy 
mother wants thee.  Thee wast often angered wi' thy feyther when he war alive; 
thee must be the better to him now he's gone.  He'd ha' thought nothin' on't for 
Seth to ma's coffin." 

"Say no more, Adam, say no more," said Seth, gently, though his voice told 
that he spoke with some effort; "Mother's in the right.  I'll go to work, and do 
thee stay at home." 

He passed into the workshop immediately, followed by Adam; while Lisbeth, 
automatically obeying her old habits, began to put away the breakfast things, as 
if she did not mean Dinah to take her place any longer.  Dinah said nothing, but 
presently used the opportunity of quietly joining the brothers in the workshop.%

They had already got on their aprons and paper caps, and Adam was 
standing with his left hand on Seth's shoulder, while he pointed with the 
hammer in his right to some boards which they were looking at.  Their backs 
were turned towards the door by which Dinah entered, and she came in so 
gently that they were not aware of her presence till they heard her voice saying, 
"Seth Bede!" Seth started, and they both turned round.  Dinah looked as if she 
did not see Adam, and fixed her eyes on Seth's face, saying with calm kindness, 
"I won't say farewell.  I shall see you again when you come from work.  So as I'm 
at the farm before dark, it will be quite soon enough." 

"Thank you, Dinah; I should like to walk home with you once more.  It'll 
perhaps be the last time." 

There was a little tremor in Seth's voice.  Dinah put out her hand and said, 
"You'll have sweet peace in your mind to-day, Seth, for your tenderness and 
long-suffering towards your aged mother." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

caps: (n) brevier, bourgeois, pica 
boldface. 

farewell: (int, n) adieu; (n) bye, leave, 
valediction, adios, parting, goodbye, 
separation, departure, aloha; (int) bon 
voyage. ANTONYMS: (n) hello, 
salutation, welcome. 

habits: (n) behavior, decorum, 
pratique. 

long-suffering: (n) long-sufferance, 
patience, endurance; (adj) forbearing, 
tolerant, enduring, persevering,  

passive, meek, resigned, stoic. 
masterful: (adj) consummate, 

imperious, dictatorial, overbearing, 
masterly, Masterful beggar, skillful, 
proficient, adept, perfect, expert. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) incompetent, 
meek, inept. 

noon: (n) high noon, noonday, 
noontide, afternoon, hour, 
dinnertime, crest, twelve noon; (adj) 
meridian, meridional; (adj, n) 
culmination. 

obeying: (adv) under. 
stiff: (adj) hard, formal, inflexible, 

difficult, rigorous, numb, firm, 
sturdy; (adj, n) stark, severe; (n) 
corpse. ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
supple, flexible, floppy, pliable, free, 
easy, loose, informal, mild, pliant. 

tremor: (n, v) shiver, quake, shudder, 
shake; (n) agitation, vibration, 
earthquake, convulsion; (adj, v) 
flutter; (adj, n) trepidation; (v) 
tremble. 
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She turned round and left the workshop as quickly and quietly as she had 
entered it.  Adam had been observing her closely all the while, but she had not 
looked at him.  As soon as she was gone, he said, "I don't wonder at thee for 
loving her, Seth.  She's got a face like a lily." 

Seth's soul rushed to his eyes and lips: he had never yet confessed his secret 
to Adam, but now he felt a delicious sense of disburdenment, as he answered, 
"Aye, Addy, I do love her--too much, I doubt.  But she doesna love me, lad, only 
as one child o' God loves another.  She'll never love any man as a husband--that's 
my belief." 

"Nay, lad, there's no telling; thee mustna lose heart.  She's made out o' stuff 
with a finer grain than most o' the women; I can see that clear enough.  But if 
she's better than they are in other things, I canna think she'll fall short of 'em in 
loving." 

No more was said.  Seth set out to the village, and Adam began his work on 
the coffin.%

"God help the lad, and me too," he thought, as he lifted the board.  "We're like 
enough to find life a tough job--hard work inside and out.  It's a strange thing to 
think of a man as can lift a chair with his teeth and walk fifty mile on end, 
trembling and turning hot and cold at only a look from one woman out of all the 
rest i' the world.  It's a mystery we can give no account of; but no more we can of 
the sprouting o' the seed, for that matter." 
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confessed: (adj) known. 
delicious: (adj, v) delicate; (adj) 

tasteful, pleasing, delightful, 
appetizing, agreeable, sweet, 
toothsome, savory, enjoyable, dainty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tasteless, 
distasteful, yucky, unsavory, 
unpleasant, unappetizing, revolting, 
nauseating, inedible, gross, dry. 

grain: (adj, n) crumb; (n) bit, berry, 
fragment, cereal, scrap, kernel, speck, 
atom, grist, character. ANTONYM:  

(n) lot. 
mystery: (n) arcanum, enigma, 

mysteriousness, secrecy, puzzle, 
craft, perplexity, poser, inscrutability, 
whodunit; (adj, n) secret. 
ANTONYMS: (n) explanation, 
openness. 

observing: (adj) observant, mindful, 
watchful, commemorative, conscious, 
observative, perceptive, thoughtful; 
(n) investigation. 

rushed: (adj) hurried, rush, precipitate, 

rapid, unexpected, hassled, 
immediate, instant, instantaneous, 
quick, speedy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unhurried, slow, considered, gradual. 

sprouting: (n) germination, growth, 
shooting, ontogenesis, maturation; 
(adj) growing, evolving, green, 
embryonic, emergent, nascent. 

workshop: (n) factory, workhouse, 
studio, atelier, workplace, work, 
class, seminar, saddlery, turnery, 
brickyard. 
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CHAPTER  X I I  

 
IN  THE  WOOD 

 
 

That same Thursday morning, as Arthur Donnithorne was moving about in 
his dressing-room seeing his well-looking British person reflected in the old-
fashioned mirrors, and stared at, from a dingy olive-green piece of tapestry, by 
Pharaoh's daughter and her maidens, who ought to have been minding the 
infant Moses, he was holding a discussion with himself, which, by the time his 
valet was tying the black silk sling over his shoulder, had issued in a distinct 
practical resolution.%

"I mean to go to Eagledale and fish for a week or so," he said aloud.  "I shall 
take you with me, Pym, and set off this morning; so be ready by half-past 
eleven." 

The low whistle, which had assisted him in arriving at this resolution, here 
broke out into his loudest ringing tenor, and the corridor, as he hurried along it, 
echoed to his favourite song from the Beggar's Opera, "When the heart of a man 
is oppressed with care."  Not an heroic strain; nevertheless Arthur felt himself 
very heroic as he strode towards the stables to give his orders about the horses.  
His own approbation was necessary to him, and it was not an approbation to be 
enjoyed quite gratuitously; it must be won by a fair amount of merit.  He had 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

approbation: (n, v) praise; (n) 
applause, agreement, approval, 
acclaim, sanction, commendation, 
admiration, permission, appreciation, 
favor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
condemnation, disapproval, 
criticism. 

assisted: (adj) aided. 
dingy: (adj) dark, black, drab, dull, 

muddy, impure, dim, seedy, dowdy, 
unclean, grimy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
immaculate, spotless, sparkling,  

bright, neat, brilliant, interesting, 
smart. 

heroic: (adj) courageous, brave, 
fearless, chivalrous, dauntless, 
valiant, grand, intrepid, gallant, 
impressive, heroical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fearful, normal, despicable, 
lowly. 

minding: (adj) intent. 
oppressed: (adj) laden, persecuted, 

broken, burdened, drawn, gloomy, 
aggrieved, downcast, heavy, ladened, 

loaded. 
tapestry: (n) arras, tapis, textile, 

embroidery, hanging, carpet, cloth, 
complexness, fabric, material, 
mending. 

tying: (n) ligation, bundling, 
attachment, knotting, lacing; (adj) 
binding; (v) restrict. 

valet: (n) man, attendant, lackey, 
butler, flunkey, manservant, waiter, 
gentleman, livery servant, servant, 
retainer. 
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never yet forfeited that approbation, and he had considerable reliance on his 
own virtues.  No young man could confess his faults more candidly; candour 
was one of his favourite virtues; and how can a man's candour be seen in all its 
lustre unless he has a few failings to talk of?  But he had an agreeable confidence 
that his faults were all of a generous kind--impetuous, warm- blooded, leonine; 
never crawling, crafty, reptilian.  It was not possible for Arthur Donnithorne to 
do anything mean, dastardly, or cruel.  "No!  I'm a devil of a fellow for getting 
myself into a hobble, but I always take care the load shall fall on my own 
shoulders."  Unhappily, there is no inherent poetical justice in hobbles, and they 
will sometimes obstinately refuse to inflict their worst consequences on the 
prime offender, in spite of his loudly expressed wish.  It was entirely owing to 
this deficiency in the scheme of things that Arthur had ever brought any one into 
trouble besides himself.  He was nothing if not good-natured; and all his pictures 
of the future, when he should come into the estate, were made up of a 
prosperous, contented tenantry, adoring their landlord, who would be the 
model of an English gentleman-- mansion in first-rate order, all elegance and 
high taste--jolly housekeeping, finest stud in Loamshire--purse open to all public 
objects--in short, everything as different as possible from what was now 
associated with the name of Donnithorne.  And one of the first good actions he 
would perform in that future should be to increase Irwine's income for the 
vicarage of Hayslope, so that he might keep a carriage for his mother and sisters.  
His hearty affection for the rector dated from the age of frocks and trousers.  It 
was an affection partly filial, partly fraternal-- fraternal enough to make him like 
Irwine's company better than that of most younger men, and filial enough to 
make him shrink strongly from incurring Irwine's disapprobation.%

You perceive that Arthur Donnithorne was "a good fellow"--all his college 
friends thought him such.  He couldn't bear to see any one uncomfortable; he 
would have been sorry even in his angriest moods for any harm to happen to his 
grandfather; and his Aunt Lydia herself had the benefit of that soft-heartedness 
which he bore towards the whole sex.  Whether he would have self-mastery 
enough to be always as harmless and purely beneficent as his good-nature led 
him to desire, was a question that no one had yet decided against him; he was 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adoring: (adj) doting, adoringly, 
worship, adore, loving, worshiping, 
worshipping, warm, fervent, 
fanatical, devout. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncaring, disapproving, cold. 

candidly: (adv) openly, ingenuously, 
sincerely, outspokenly, honestly, 
forthrightly, straightforwardly, 
plainly, bluntly, directly; (adj, adv) 
freely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
deceitfully, hesitantly, dishonestly, 
untruthfully, guardedly,  

ambiguously, shyly. 
dastardly: (adj) dastard, craven, base, 

fearful, low, shameful, ignoble, 
sneaky, timorous; (n) coward; (adv) 
recreantly. ANTONYM: (adj) honest. 

filial: (adj) dutiful. 
forfeited: (adj) forfeit, lost, 

disfranchised, confiscated, 
appropriated, condemned. 

hobble: (n, v) limp, hitch, fetter; (v) 
hamper, hopple, handcuff, bridle, 
manacle, hinder; (adv) toddle; (adj)  

scrape. 
poetical: (adj) imaginative, rhetorical, 

poematic, figurative, inventive. 
reptilian: (n) reptile, creeper, anapsid 

reptile, craniate, diapsid, diapsid 
reptile, anapsid. 

self-mastery: (n) self-government, self-
restraint, discipline. 

soft-heartedness: (n) compassion, 
mercy, sentiment. 

tenantry: (n) assemblage, aggregation, 
accumulation, collection. 
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but twenty-one, you remember, and we don't inquire too closely into character 
in the case of a handsome generous young fellow, who will have property 
enough to support numerous peccadilloes--who, if he should unfortunately 
break a man's legs in his rash driving, will be able to pension him handsomely; 
or if he should happen to spoil a woman's existence for her, will make it up to 
her with expensive bon-bons, packed up and directed by his own hand.  It would 
be ridiculous to be prying and analytic in such cases, as if one were inquiring 
into the character of a confidential clerk.  We use round, general, gentlemanly 
epithets about a young man of birth and fortune; and ladies, with that fine 
intuition which is the distinguishing attribute of their sex, see at once that he is 
"nice."  The chances are that he will go through life without scandalizing any one; 
a seaworthy vessel that no one would refuse to insure.  Ships, certainly, are liable 
to casualties, which sometimes make terribly evident some flaw in their 
construction that would never have been discoverable in smooth water; and 
many a "good fellow," through a disastrous combination of circumstances, has 
undergone a like betrayal.%

But we have no fair ground for entertaining unfavourable auguries 
concerning Arthur Donnithorne, who this morning proves himself capable of a 
prudent resolution founded on conscience.  One thing is clear: Nature has taken 
care that he shall never go far astray with perfect comfort and satisfaction to 
himself; he will never get beyond that border-land of sin, where he will be 
perpetually harassed by assaults from the other side of the boundary.  He will 
never be a courtier of Vice, and wear her orders in his button- hole. 

It was about ten o'clock, and the sun was shining brilliantly; everything was 
looking lovelier for the yesterday's rain.  It is a pleasant thing on such a morning 
to walk along the well-rolled gravel on one's way to the stables, meditating an 
excursion.  But the scent of the stables, which, in a natural state of things, ought 
to be among the soothing influences of a man's life, always brought with it some 
irritation to Arthur.  There was no having his own way in the stables; everything 
was managed in the stingiest fashion.  His grandfather persisted in retaining as 
head groom an old dolt whom no sort of lever could move out of his old habits, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

astray: (adj, adv) adrift, off course; (adj) 
lost, wrong, disoriented, awry; (adv) 
amiss, widely, far, afield, aside. 
ANTONYM: (adj) accurate. 

courtier: (n) aristocrat, official, 
attendant, suckling. 

discoverable: (adj) determinable, 
visible, observable, discernible, 
calculable, findable. 

dolt: (n) ass, fool, dummy, dunce, 
clod, dumbbell, dullard, stupid, 
pudding head, oaf, numskull.  

ANTONYMS: (n) intellect, whiz. 
gentlemanly: (adj) courteous, polite, 

chivalrous, refined, gallant, suave, 
mannerly, genteel, gentle, well-bred; 
(n) gentleman. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rude, unbecoming. 

handsomely: (adv) liberally, prettily, 
magnanimously, bonnily, largely, 
lovely, charmingly, finely, 
generously, good-lookingly, smartly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) poorly. 

inquire: (v) demand, ask, explore,  

enquire, inspect, research, consult, 
pry, request, wonder; (n, v) question. 
ANTONYM: (v) answer. 

prying: (adj) inquisitive, meddlesome, 
nosy, inquiring, nosey, intrusive, 
busy, snoopy; (n) nosiness, curiosity; 
(adj, n) meddling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
apathetic; (n) apathy. 

retaining: (adj) retentive; (n) 
employment, reservation. 

seaworthy: (adj) oceangoing, sea, 
seagoing; (v) snug. 
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and who was allowed to hire a succession of raw Loamshire lads as his 
subordinates, one of whom had lately tested a new pair of shears by clipping an 
oblong patch on Arthur's bay mare.  This state of things is naturally embittering; 
one can put up with annoyances in the house, but to have the stable made a 
scene of vexation and disgust is a point beyond what human flesh and blood can 
be expected to endure long together without danger of misanthropy.%

Old John's wooden, deep-wrinkled face was the first object that met Arthur's 
eyes as he entered the stable-yard, and it quite poisoned for him the bark of the 
two bloodhounds that kept watch there.  He could never speak quite patiently to 
the old blockhead. 

"You must have Meg saddled for me and brought to the door at half- past 
eleven, and I shall want Rattler saddled for Pym at the same time.  Do you hear?" 

"Yes, I hear, I hear, Cap'n," said old John very deliberately, following the 
young master into the stable.  John considered a young master as the natural 
enemy of an old servant, and young people in general as a poor contrivance for 
carrying on the world. 

Arthur went in for the sake of patting Meg, declining as far as possible to see 
anything in the stables, lest he should lose his temper before breakfast.  The 
pretty creature was in one of the inner stables, and turned her mild head as her 
master came beside her.  Little Trot, a tiny spaniel, her inseparable companion in 
the stable, was comfortably curled up on her back. 

"Well, Meg, my pretty girl," said Arthur, patting her neck, "we'll have a 
glorious canter this morning." 

"Nay, your honour, I donna see as that can be," said John. 
"Not be?  Why not?" 
"Why, she's got lamed." 
"Lamed, confound you!  What do you mean?" 
"Why, th' lad took her too close to Dalton's hosses, an' one on 'em flung out at 

her, an' she's got her shank bruised o' the near foreleg." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blockhead: (n) dunderhead, ass, idiot, 
beetlehead, dunce, dolt, fool, 
loggerhead, muttonhead, 
knucklehead; (n, v) block. 

clipping: (n) trimming, snip, pruning, 
cutting, trim, cutting off, selection, 
shaving, paring, shearing; (adj) hair. 

confound: (v) bewilder, baffle, 
nonplus, perplex, astonish, puzzle, 
amaze, astound, mistake; (adj, v) 
confuse, stupefy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
explain, clarify, comfort, lose,  

distinguish; (n) understanding. 
contrivance: (n) device, appliance, 

gadget, artifice, plot, dodge, resource, 
plan, contraption, machine, 
apparatus. 

embittering: (adj) onerous. 
lamed: (adj) lame, impeded, injured, 

disabled. 
oblong: (adj) oval, elliptical, 

rectangular, rounded; (v) 
longitudinal; (n) block, quadrangle. 

shank: (n) haft, hilt, cannon, shaft,  

stem, leg, pole, helm, heft, serif, scale. 
shears: (n) clippers, clipper, shear, pair 

of scissors, snips, shearing machine, 
pruning shears; (adj, n) cutters. 

spaniel: (n) sycophant, beagle, harrier, 
clumber, bootlicker, springer, 
groveller, gun dog, groveler; (v) snob, 
lapdog. 

vexation: (adj, n) annoyance, nuisance; 
(n) irritation, worry, aggravation, 
displeasure, chagrin, chafe, anger, 
frustration, botheration. 

 

  



George Eliot 141

The judicious historian abstains from narrating precisely what ensued.  You 
understand that there was a great deal of strong language, mingled with 
soothing "who-ho's" while the leg was examined; that John stood by with quite as 
much emotion as if he had been a cunningly carved crab-tree walking-stick, and 
that Arthur Donnithorne presently repassed the iron gates of the pleasure-
ground without singing as he went.%

He considered himself thoroughly disappointed and annoyed.  There was not 
another mount in the stable for himself and his servant besides Meg and Rattler.  
It was vexatious; just when he wanted to get out of the way for a week or two.  It 
seemed culpable in Providence to allow such a combination of circumstances.  
To be shut up at the Chase with a broken arm when every other fellow in his 
regiment was enjoying himself at Windsor--shut up with his grandfather, who 
had the same sort of affection for him as for his parchment deeds!  And to be 
disgusted at every turn with the management of the house and the estate!  In 
such circumstances a man necessarily gets in an ill humour, and works off the 
irritation by some excess or other.  "Salkeld would have drunk a bottle of port 
every day," he muttered to himself, "but I'm not well seasoned enough for that.  
Well, since I can't go to  Eagledale, I'll have a gallop on Rattler to Norburne this 
morning, and lunch with Gawaine." 

Behind this explicit resolution there lay an implicit one.  If he lunched with 
Gawaine and lingered chatting, he should not reach the Chase again till nearly 
five, when Hetty would be safe out of his sight in the housekeeper's room; and 
when she set out to go home, it would be his lazy time after dinner, so he should 
keep out of her way altogether.  There really would have been no harm in being 
kind to the little thing, and it was worth dancing with a dozen ballroom belles 
only to look at Hetty for half an hour.  But perhaps he had better not take any 
more notice of her; it might put notions into her head, as Irwine had hinted; 
though Arthur, for his part, thought girls were not by any means so soft and 
easily bruised; indeed, he had generally found them twice as cool and cunning as 
he was himself.  As for any real harm in Hetty's case, it was out of the question: 
Arthur Donnithorne accepted his own bond for himself with perfect confidence. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

culpable: (adj) guilty, blameworthy, 
censurable, reprehensible, blameable, 
blameful, condemnable, liable, 
criminal, to blame, responsible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) innocent, 
inculpable, blameless. 

disgusted: (adj) fed up, ill, weary, 
sickened, nauseated, queasy, 
indisposed, demented, shocked, 
crazy, horrified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attracted, happy, pleased. 

gallop: (v) speed, dart, dash, race,  

spring, tear, hasten, sprint; (adj, v) fly; 
(n, v) trot; (n) gait. 

judicious: (adj, v) discreet; (adj) 
careful, discerning, sensible, prudent, 
rational, sagacious, sound, cautious, 
reasonable, advisable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stupid, tactless, indiscriminate, 
reckless, illogical, extreme, untimely.

narrating: (v) narrate. 
parchment: (n) vellum, sheepskin, 

lambskin, diploma, testament, will; 
(v) foolscap, tablet, table, slate, pillar.

seasoned: (adj) veteran, flavoured, 
flavored, mature, ripe, versed, 
hardened, confirmed, practised, 
accustomed, sophisticated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) green, 
unseasoned, inexperienced, mild. 

vexatious: (adj) annoying, pesky, 
troublesome, tiresome, galling, 
irritating, untoward, thorny, 
burdensome, pestiferous, vexing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) aiding, assisting, 
helpful, soothing. 
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So the twelve o'clock sun saw him galloping towards Norburne; and by good 
fortune Halsell Common lay in his road and gave him some fine leaps for Rattler.  
Nothing like "taking" a few bushes and ditches for exorcising a demon; and it is 
really astonishing that the Centaurs, with their immense advantages in this way, 
have left so bad a reputation in history.%

After this, you will perhaps be surprised to hear that although Gawaine was 
at home, the hand of the dial in the courtyard had scarcely cleared the last stroke 
of three when Arthur returned through the entrance-gates, got down from the 
panting Rattler, and went into the house to take a hasty luncheon.  But I believe 
there have been men since his day who have ridden a long way to avoid a 
rencontre, and then galloped hastily back lest they should miss it.  It is the 
favourite stratagem of our passions to sham a retreat, and to turn sharp round 
upon us at the moment we have made up our minds that the day is our own. 

"The cap'n's been ridin' the devil's own pace," said Dalton the coachman, 
whose person stood out in high relief as he smoked his pipe against the stable 
wall, when John brought up Rattler. 

"An' I wish he'd get the devil to do's grooming for'n," growled John. 
"Aye; he'd hev a deal haimabler groom nor what he has now," observed 

Dalton--and the joke appeared to him so good that, being left alone upon the 
scene, he continued at intervals to take his pipe from his mouth in order to wink 
at an imaginary audience and shake luxuriously with a silent, ventral laughter, 
mentally rehearsing the dialogue from the beginning, that he might recite it with 
effect in the servants' hall. 

When Arthur went up to his dressing-room again after luncheon, it was 
inevitable that the debate he had had with himself there earlier in the day should 
flash across his mind; but it was impossible for him now to dwell on the 
remembrance--impossible to recall the feelings and reflections which had been 
decisive with him then, any more than to recall the peculiar scent of the air that 
had freshened him when he first opened his window.  The desire to see Hetty 
had rushed back like an ill-stemmed current; he was amazed himself at the force 
with which this trivial fancy seemed to grasp him: he was even rather tremulous 
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coachman: (n) teamster, cabman, 
charioteer, carter, carman, Jehu, 
postboy, drayman, wagoner, 
postilion; (v) whip. 

galloping: (v) flying. 
grooming: (n) drill, discipline, 

dressing, exercise, fecundation, toilet, 
schooling, reprimand, preparation, 
practice, formulation. 

luxuriously: (adv) richly, 
sumptuously, extravagantly, 
opulently, magnificently,  

voluptuously, lushly, lavishly, 
palatially, sensually, gorgeously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) meagerly, 
cheaply, simply. 

recite: (v) relate, enumerate, describe, 
narrate, recount, repeat, say, 
rehearse, detail, lecture; (n, v) 
declaim. 

rehearsing: (n) rehearsal. 
rencontre: (n) collision, brush, 

renconter, appulse, syzygy, 
rencounter, coincidence, fight, affair, 

contest, coexistence. 
sham: (adj, adv, n, v) counterfeit; (adj, 

n, v) fake; (adj, v) pretend, put on; 
(adj, n) imitation, phony; (v) feign; 
(adj) false; (n) fraud, impostor, 
falsehood. ANTONYMS: (adj, v) real; 
(n) original, truth, truthfulness, 
honesty; (adj) valid. 

stratagem: (n) scheme, ruse, plan, 
trick, dodge, ploy; (n, v) contrivance, 
maneuver, deceit, intrigue; (adj, n) 
artifice. 
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as he brushed his hair--pooh! it was riding in that break-neck way.  It was 
because he had made a serious affair of an idle matter, by thinking of it as if it 
were of any consequence.  He would amuse himself by seeing Hetty to-day, and 
get rid of the whole thing from his mind.  It was all Irwine's fault.  "If Irwine had 
said nothing, I shouldn't have thought half so much of Hetty as of Meg's 
lameness."  However, it was just the sort of day for lolling in the Hermitage, and 
he would go and finish Dr. Moore's Zeluco there before dinner.  The Hermitage 
stood in Fir-tree Grove--the way Hetty was sure to come in walking from the 
Hall Farm.  So nothing could be simpler and more natural: meeting Hetty was a 
mere circumstance of his walk, not its object.%

Arthur's shadow flitted rather faster among the sturdy oaks of the Chase than 
might have been expected from the shadow of a tired man on a warm afternoon, 
and it was still scarcely four o'clock when he stood before the tall narrow gate 
leading into the delicious labyrinthine wood which skirted one side of the 
Chase, and which was called Fir-tree Grove, not because the firs were many, but 
because they were few.  It was a wood of beeches and limes, with here and there 
a light silver-stemmed birch--just the sort of wood most haunted by the nymphs: 
you see their white sunlit limbs gleaming athwart the boughs, or peeping from 
behind the smooth- sweeping outline of a tall lime; you hear their soft liquid 
laughter--but if you look with a too curious sacrilegious eye, they vanish behind 
the silvery beeches, they make you believe that their voice was only a running 
brooklet, perhaps they metamorphose themselves into a tawny squirrel that 
scampers away and mocks you from the topmost bough.  It was not a grove with 
measured grass or rolled gravel for you to tread upon, but with narrow, hollow- 
shaped, earthy paths, edged with faint dashes of delicate moss-- paths which 
look as if they were made by the free will of the trees and underwood, moving 
reverently aside to look at the tall queen of the white-footed nymphs. 

It was along the broadest of these paths that Arthur Donnithorne passed, 
under an avenue of limes and beeches.  It was a still afternoon--the golden light 
was lingering languidly among the upper boughs, only glancing down here and 
there on the purple pathway and its edge of faintly sprinkled moss: an afternoon 
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athwart: (adj, adv, n, prep) across; (adv, 
prep) aslant, cross; (adj, adv, prep) 
thwart; (adj, adv) crosswise; (adv) 
sideways, obliquely, transversely, 
traverse, overthwart, crossways. 

beeches: (n) Fagus. 
bough: (n) arm, limb, bow, member, 

tigella, ramage, offshoot, 
ramification, spray, sprig, stem. 

brooklet: (v) streamlet; (n) creek. 
labyrinthine: (adj) involved, 

convoluted, intricate, knotty,  

complex, Byzantine, complicated, 
mazy, circuitous; (adj, v) labyrinthian; 
(v) labyrinthic. ANTONYM: (adj) 
direct. 

metamorphose: (v) alter, change, 
convert, transfigure, turn, transmute, 
transmogrify, translate, become, 
reverse, ring the changes. 

peeping: (n) cheeping, tweeting, 
chirping; (adj) inquisitive. 

reverently: (adv) reverentially, piously, 
religiously, devoutly, deferentially,  

worshipfully, solemnly, godly, 
courteously, politely, obsequiously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) irreverently. 

sacrilegious: (adj) blasphemous, 
impious, disrespectful, heretical, 
irreligious, ungodly, godless, 
hardened, heterodox, wicked; (adj, v) 
irreverent. ANTONYM: (adj) pious. 

topmost: (adj) highest, upmost, upper, 
maximum, uppermost, head, 
supreme, utmost, crowning, apical, 
uttermost. ANTONYM: (adj) bottom. 
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in which destiny disguises her cold awful face behind a hazy radiant veil, 
encloses us in warm downy wings, and poisons us with violet- scented breath.  
Arthur strolled along carelessly, with a book under his arm, but not looking on 
the ground as meditative men are apt to do; his eyes would fix themselves on the 
distant bend in the road round which a little figure must surely appear before 
long.  Ah! There she comes.  First a bright patch of colour, like a tropic bird 
among the boughs; then a tripping figure, with a round hat on, and a small 
basket under her arm; then a deep- blushing, almost frightened, but bright-
smiling girl, making her curtsy with a fluttered yet happy glance, as Arthur came 
up to her.  If Arthur had had time to think at all, he would have thought it 
strange that he should feel fluttered too, be conscious of blushing too--in fact, 
look and feel as foolish as if he had been taken by surprise instead of meeting just 
what he expected.  Poor things!  It was a pity they were not in that golden age of 
childhood when they would have stood face to face, eyeing each other with timid 
liking, then given each other a little butterfly kiss, and toddled off to play 
together.  Arthur would have gone home to his silk-curtained cot, and Hetty to 
her home-spun pillow, and both would have slept without dreams, and to-
morrow would have been a life hardly conscious of a yesterday.%

Arthur turned round and walked by Hetty's side without giving a reason.  
They were alone together for the first time.  What an overpowering presence that 
first privacy is!  He actually dared not look at this little butter-maker for the first 
minute or two.  As for Hetty, her feet rested on a cloud, and she was borne along 
by warm zephyrs; she had forgotten her rose-coloured ribbons; she was no more 
conscious of her limbs than if her childish soul had passed into a water-lily, 
resting on a liquid bed and warmed by the midsummer sun-beams.  It may seem 
a contradiction, but Arthur gathered a certain carelessness and confidence from 
his timidity: it was an entirely different state of mind from what he had expected 
in such a meeting with Hetty; and full as he was of vague feeling, there was 
room, in those moments of silence, for the thought that his previous debates and 
scruples were needless. 
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carelessness: (n) negligence, 
inattention, indifference, 
nonchalance, thoughtlessness, 
abandon, incaution, disregard, 
omission, forgetfulness, dereliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attention, caution, 
alertness, vigilance, carefulness, 
thoughtfulness, assiduousness, 
economy, regard, prudence, 
forethought. 

hazy: (adj) fuzzy, cloudy, vague, 
blurred, foggy, nebulous, misty,  

indistinct, blurry, faint, dull. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, distinct, 
precise, sunny, thick, detailed, 
definite, strong. 

midsummer: (n) summer, solstice, 
June solstice, June. 

radiant: (adj, v) bright, glittering, 
lustrous, beamy, glorious; (adj) 
beaming, luminous, effulgent, lucid, 
glowing, beautiful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) gloomy, dark, pale, unhappy. 

scruples: (n) conscience, moral sense,  

sense of right and wrong, morality, 
ethical motive, principle, ethics, 
moral fiber, morals. 

tripping: (adj) easy, flowing, 
lightsome, readable, swinging, 
swingy, nimble, lilting, light, fluent; 
(v) failing. 

tropic: (adj) hot, torrid, equatorial; (n) 
parallel of latitude, line of latitude, 
latitude. 

warmed: (adj) warmer, warm, baked. 
wings: (n) insignia, agency. 
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"You are quite right to choose this way of coming to the Chase," he said at 
last, looking down at Hetty; "it is so much prettier as well as shorter than coming 
by either of the lodges." 

"Yes, sir," Hetty answered, with a tremulous, almost whispering voice.  She 
didn't know one bit how to speak to a gentleman like Mr. Arthur, and her very 
vanity made her more coy of speech.%

"Do you come every week to see Mrs. Pomfret?" 
"Yes, sir, every Thursday, only when she's got to go out with Miss 

Donnithorne." 
"And she's teaching you something, is she?" 
"Yes, sir, the lace-mending as she learnt abroad, and the stocking-mending--it 

looks just like the stocking, you can't tell it's been mended; and she teaches me 
cutting-out too." 

"What! are you going to be a lady's maid?" 
"I should like to be one very much indeed."  Hetty spoke more audibly now, 

but still rather tremulously; she thought, perhaps she seemed as stupid to 
Captain Donnithorne as Luke Britton did to her. 

"I suppose Mrs. Pomfret always expects you at this time?" 
"She expects me at four o'clock.  I'm rather late to-day, because my aunt 

couldn't spare me; but the regular time is four, because that gives us time before 
Miss Donnithorne's bell rings." 

"Ah, then, I must not keep you now, else I should like to show you the 
Hermitage.  Did you ever see it?" 

"No, sir." 
"This is the walk where we turn up to it.  But we must not go now.  I'll show 

it you some other time, if you'd like to see it." 
"Yes, please, sir." 
"Do you always come back this way in the evening, or are you afraid to come 

so lonely a road?" 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

arthur: (n) Chester Alan Arthur, 
president Arthur. 

audibly: (adv) loudly, clearly, out 
loud. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
imperceptibly, inaudibly, 
indistinctly, silently. 

bell: (n, v) chime; (n) gong, Alexander 
Graham Bell, ring, doorbell, handbell, 
tocsin, alarum, Alexander Bell, buzz, 
angelus. 

lonely: (adj) deserted, lone, dreary, 
solitary, forsaken, desert; (adj, n)  

isolated, alone; (adv) lonesomely, 
solely, solitarily. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sheltered, populous, cheerful, nearby; 
(n) foe. 

shorter: (adj) smaller, inferior. 
spare: (adj, v) free, reserve, save, thin; 

(adj) slender, slight, additional, lean; 
(adj, n) extra, excess; (v) exempt. 
ANTONYMS: (n) shortfall, original; 
(adj) principal, fat, basic, abundant, 
stout; (v) need, include. 

teaching: (n) education, instruction,  

indoctrination, precept, pedagogy, 
schooling, doctrine, training, lesson, 
advice, tuition. 

tremulously: (adv) fearfully, 
shiveringly, tremblingly, shakingly, 
quiveringly, quaveringly, fidgetily, 
vibratingly. 

whispering: (n) whisper, murmur, 
susurration, rustle, report, stage 
whisper; (adj, n) rustling; (adj) 
susurrant, tranquil, hoarse, 
susurrous. 
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"Oh no, sir, it's never late; I always set out by eight o'clock, and it's so light 
now in the evening.  My aunt would be angry with me if I didn't get home before 
nine." 

"Perhaps Craig, the gardener, comes to take care of you?" 
A deep blush overspread Hetty's face and neck.  "I'm sure he doesn't; I'm sure 

he never did; I wouldn't let him; I don't like him," she said hastily, and the tears 
of vexation had come so fast that before she had done speaking a bright drop 
rolled down her hot cheek.  Then she felt ashamed to death that she was crying, 
and for one long instant her happiness was all gone.  But in the next she felt an 
arm steal round her, and a gentle voice said, "Why, Hetty, what makes you cry?  
I didn't mean to vex you.  I wouldn't vex you for the world, you little blossom.  
Come, don't cry; look at me, else I shall think you won't forgive me." 

Arthur had laid his hand on the soft arm that was nearest to him, and was 
stooping towards Hetty with a look of coaxing entreaty.  Hetty lifted her long 
dewy lashes, and met the eyes that were bent towards her with a sweet, timid, 
beseeching look.  What a space of time those three moments were while their 
eyes met and his arms touched her!  Love is such a simple thing when we have 
only one- and-twenty summers and a sweet girl of seventeen trembles under our 
glance, as if she were a bud first opening her heart with wondering rapture to the 
morning.  Such young unfurrowed souls roll to meet each other like two velvet 
peaches that touch softly and are at rest; they mingle as easily as two brooklets 
that ask for nothing but to entwine themselves and ripple with ever- interlacing 
curves in the leafiest hiding-places.  While Arthur gazed into Hetty's dark 
beseeching eyes, it made no difference to him what sort of English she spoke; 
and even if hoops and powder had been in fashion, he would very likely not 
have been sensible just then that Hetty wanted those signs of high breeding.%

But they started asunder with beating hearts: something had fallen on the 
ground with a rattling noise; it was Hetty's basket; all her little workwoman's 
matters were scattered on the path, some of them showing a capability of rolling 
to great lengths.  There was much to be done in picking up, and not a word was 
spoken; but when Arthur hung the basket over her arm again, the poor child felt 
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asunder: (adj, v) separate; (adv) aside, 
in two; (adj, adv) in Twain; (adj) loose, 
distant, adrift, aloof; (v) discrete, far 
between, free. ANTONYM: (adv) 
together. 

coaxing: (n) blarney, flattery, sweet 
talk, temptation, enticement, soft 
soap; (adv) coaxingly; (adj) 
ingratiatory, persuasive, oily. 

dewy: (adj) wet, dank, bedewed, 
humid, moist, damp, fresh, new, 
roric, undried, rorid. 

entreaty: (n) plea, prayer, request, 
petition, adjuration, supplication, 
suit, demand, desire, invocation; (v) 
solicitation. 

entwine: (n, v) twine; (v) coil, wind, 
curl, knit, tangle, interlace, enlace, 
lace, fold; (n) wreathe. ANTONYMS: 
(v) untwist, straighten, uncoil, 
untwine, unwind, disentangle, 
unpick, undo. 

interlacing: (adj) network, complex, 
interleaving, interlinking,  

interwoven. 
mingle: (v) compound, combine, 

merge, amalgamate, intermix, mix, 
commingle, associate, confuse, join, 
intermingle. ANTONYM: (v) part. 

overspread: (v) cover, spread, 
disseminate, distribute, scatter, 
diffuse, disperse, broadcast, overlay, 
mantle, clothe. 

peaches: (n) amphetamine sulfate. 
trembles: (n) animal disease, 

nervousness. 
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a strange difference in his look and manner.  He just pressed her hand, and said, 
with a look and tone that were almost chilling to her, "I have been hindering 
you; I must not keep you any longer now.  You will be expected at the house.  
Good-bye." 

Without waiting for her to speak, he turned away from her and hurried back 
towards the road that led to the Hermitage, leaving Hetty to pursue her way in a 
strange dream that seemed to have begun in bewildering delight and was now 
passing into contrarieties and sadness.  Would he meet her again as she came 
home?  Why had he spoken almost as if he were displeased with her?  And then 
run away so suddenly?  She cried, hardly knowing why.%

Arthur too was very uneasy, but his feelings were lit up for him by a more 
distinct consciousness.  He hurried to the Hermitage, which stood in the heart of 
the wood, unlocked the door with a hasty wrench, slammed it after him, pitched 
Zeluco into the most distant corner, and thrusting his right hand into his pocket, 
first walked four or five times up and down the scanty length of the little room, 
and then seated himself on the ottoman in an uncomfortable stiff way, as we 
often do when we wish not to abandon ourselves to feeling. 

He was getting in love with Hetty--that was quite plain.  He was ready to 
pitch everything else--no matter where--for the sake of surrendering himself to 
this delicious feeling which had just disclosed itself.  It was no use blinking the 
fact now--they would get too fond of each other, if he went on taking notice of 
her-- and what would come of it?  He should have to go away in a few weeks, 
and the poor little thing would be miserable.  He must not see her alone again; he 
must keep out of her way.  What a fool he was for coming back from Gawaine's! 

He got up and threw open the windows, to let in the soft breath of the 
afternoon, and the healthy scent of the firs that made a belt round the Hermitage.  
The soft air did not help his resolution, as he leaned out and looked into the leafy 
distance.  But he considered his resolution sufficiently fixed: there was no need 
to debate with himself any longer.  He had made up his mind not to meet Hetty 
again; and now he might give himself up to thinking how immensely agreeable it 
would be if circumstances were different-- how pleasant it would have been to 
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bewildering: (adj) astonishing, 
puzzling, perplexing, confusing, 
marvelous, mystifying, amazing, 
astounding, discomfit, upsetting, 
staggering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enlightening, simple, soothing. 

blinking: (adj) flickering, bally, 
blooming; (adj, n) winking; (n) 
shimmer, blink, wink, twinkling, 
nictation, blink of an eye, nictitation. 

chilling: (adj) icy, bloodcurdling, 
wintry, macabre, ghastly, cold, scary, 

apathetic; (n) cooling, freezing, 
refrigeration. ANTONYM: (adj) 
reassuring. 

hindering: (adj) obstructive, clogging, 
preclusive, meddlesome, 
impedimental, counter, obstruent, 
blocking up; (n) hindrance, 
impedition; (v) hinder. 

ottoman: (n) hassock, footstool, 
footrest, fauteuil, Osmanli, settle, 
Turk, Ottomite, woolsack, fag, pouf. 

slammed: (adj) tight. 

surrendering: (n) yielding; (v) giving 
up. 

thrusting: (n) thrust, push, jab, poke, 
jabbing, stab, driving force, scoke, 
sack, punch, Phytolacca Americana. 

unlocked: (adj) unbarred, unlatched, 
unbolted, not closed, loose, 
unsecured, ajar, wide open, 
unguaranteed. 

wrench: (n, v) pull, jerk, strain, turn, 
twist, tug, yank; (n) spanner; (v) 
distort, contort, force. 
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meet her this evening as she came back, and put his arm round her again and 
look into her sweet face.  He wondered if the dear little thing were thinking of 
him too--twenty to one she was.  How beautiful her eyes were with the tear on 
their lashes!  He would like to satisfy his soul for a day with looking at them, 
and he must see her again--he must see her, simply to remove any false 
impression from her mind about his manner to her just now.  He would behave 
in a quiet, kind way to her--just to prevent her from going home with her head 
full of wrong fancies.  Yes, that would be the best thing to do after all.%

It was a long while--more than an hour before Arthur had brought his 
meditations to this point; but once arrived there, he could stay no longer at the 
Hermitage.  The time must be filled up with movement until he should see 
Hetty again.  And it was already late enough to go and dress for dinner, for his 
grandfather's dinner- hour was six. 
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arrived: (adv) here, at home; (adj) 
accepted. 

behave: (n, v) conduct, exercise; (v) 
bear, deal, deport, operate, perform, 
acquit, walk, react, go. ANTONYMS: 
(v) misdemean, malfunction. 

false: (adj, n) bastard; (adj, adv) 
counterfeit, deceitful; (adj) untrue, 
dishonest, erroneous, sham, 
assumed, artificial, fictitious, 
deceptive. ANTONYMS: (adj) real, 
genuine, faithful, factual, correct,  

natural, truthful, honest, valid, just, 
loyal. 

fancies: (n) stock. 
filled: (adj) replete, packed, fraught, 

teeming, laden, abundant, congested, 
charged, stuffed; (adj, adv) crowded; 
(n) fuller. ANTONYMS: (adj) lacking, 
clear. 

meditations: (n) contemplation, 
consideration, cogitation. 

satisfy: (v) please, persuade, meet, 
satiate, indulge, sate, appease; (adj, v) 

content, fill, suffice, do. 
ANTONYMS: (v) intensify, displease, 
disappoint, disgruntle, frustrate. 

soul: (n) creature, human, person, 
personification, ghost, individual, 
mind, essence, life, self; (adj, n) heart. 
ANTONYMS: (n) surface, body. 

tear: (n, v) rip, break, split, rupture, 
crack, run, slit; (v) pull, rend, lacerate; 
(adj, v) rush. ANTONYMS: (v) wait, 
mend, idle, fix, amble, dawdle. 
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CHAPTER  % X I I I  

 
EVEN IN G  IN  THE  W O OD 

 
 

It happened that Mrs. Pomfret had had a slight quarrel with Mrs. Best, the 
housekeeper, on this Thursday morning--a fact which had two consequences 
highly convenient to Hetty.  It caused Mrs. Pomfret to have tea sent up to her 
own room, and it inspired that exemplary lady's maid with so lively a 
recollection of former passages in Mrs. Best's conduct, and of dialogues in which 
Mrs. Best had decidedly the inferiority as an interlocutor with Mrs. Pomfret, that 
Hetty required no more presence of mind than was demanded for using her 
needle, and throwing in an occasional "yes" or "no."  She would have wanted to 
put on her hat earlier than usual; only she had told Captain Donnithorne that she 
usually set out about eight o'clock, and if he should go to the Grove again 
expecting to see her, and she should be gone!  Would he come?  Her little 
butterfly soul fluttered incessantly between memory and dubious expectation.  
At last the minute-hand of the old-fashioned brazen-faced timepiece was on the 
last quarter to eight, and there was every reason for its being time to get ready 
for departure.  Even Mrs. Pomfret's preoccupied mind did not prevent her from 
noticing what looked like a new flush of beauty in the little thing as she tied on 
her hat before the looking-glass. 
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decidedly: (adv) clearly, positively, 
definitely, absolutely, emphatically, 
decisively, resolutely, firmly, 
markedly, surely, determinedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) uncertainly, 
equivocally, slightly, vaguely. 

dialogues: (n) dialog. 
exemplary: (adj) model, typical, 

representative, classic, admonitory, 
ideal, warning, commendable, 
worthy, excellent, virtuous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) awful, lousy,  

poor, unconventional, reprehensible, 
wrong, substandard, blameworthy. 

inferiority: (n) poorness, degeneracy, 
subordinacy, minority, disadvantage, 
calibre, vulgarity, quality, 
subordination, meanness, deteriority. 
ANTONYMS: (n) superiority, 
advantage, excellence, preeminence. 

preoccupied: (adj) absorbed, 
abstracted, thoughtful, lost, rapt, 
distracted, faraway, inattentive, deep 
in thought, engrossed, pensive.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) alert, carefree, 
uninterested. 

recollection: (n, v) mind; (n) 
reminiscence, recall, anamnesis, 
remembrance, recognition, memento, 
memorial, commemoration, memoir, 
retrospect. 

timepiece: (n) clock, watch, ticker, 
timer, sundial, sandglass, 
chronometer, measuring system, 
measuring instrument, watches, 
clocks. 
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"That child gets prettier and prettier every day, I do believe," was her inward 
comment.  "The more's the pity.  She'll get neither a place nor a husband any the 
sooner for it.  Sober well-to-do men don't like such pretty wives.  When I was a 
girl, I was more admired than if I had been so very pretty.  However, she's 
reason to be grateful to me for teaching her something to get her bread with, 
better than farm-house work.  They always told me I was good-natured--and 
that's the truth, and to my hurt too, else there's them in this house that wouldn't 
be here now to lord it over me in the housekeeper's room."%

Hetty walked hastily across the short space of pleasure-ground which she 
had to traverse, dreading to meet Mr. Craig, to whom she could hardly have 
spoken civilly.  How relieved she was when she had got safely under the oaks 
and among the fern of the Chase!  Even then she was as ready to be startled as 
the deer that leaped away at her approach.  She thought nothing of the evening 
light that lay gently in the grassy alleys between the fern, and made the beauty of 
their living green more visible than it had been in the overpowering flood of 
noon: she thought of nothing that was present.  She only saw something that was 
possible: Mr. Arthur Donnithorne coming to meet her again along the Fir-tree 
Grove.  That was the foreground of Hetty's picture; behind it lay a bright hazy 
something--days that were not to be as the other days of her life had been.  It was 
as if she had been wooed by a river-god, who might any time take her to his 
wondrous halls below a watery heaven.  There was no knowing what would 
come, since this strange entrancing delight had come.  If a chest full of lace and 
satin and jewels had been sent her from some unknown source, how could she 
but have thought that her whole lot was going to change, and that to-morrow 
some still more bewildering joy would befall her?  Hetty had never read a novel; 
if she had ever seen one, I think the words would have been too hard for her; 
how then could she find a shape for her expectations?  They were as formless as 
the sweet languid odours of the garden at the Chase, which had floated past her 
as she walked by the gate. 

She is at another gate now--that leading into Fir-tree Grove.  She enters the 
wood, where it is already twilight, and at every step she takes, the fear at her 
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befall: (v) bechance, become, happen, 
fall, arise, come about, occur, betide, 
chance, transpire, pass. 

civilly: (adv) politely, respectfully, 
graciously, complaisantly, urbanely, 
polishedly, considerately, 
domestically, genteelly, obligingly, 
refinedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
abruptly, uncivilly. 

craig: (adj) bluff, tor, pike, peak, 
steeps; (n) clough. 

dreading: (adj) anxious. 

entrancing: (adj) captivating, 
enthralling, bewitching, fascinating, 
charming, attractive, magnetic, 
glamorous, tempting, engaging, 
enticing. ANTONYM: (adj) boring. 

fern: (n) maidenhair, davallia, 
christella, pteridophyte, fan fern, 
bristle fern, button fern, buckler fern, 
cliff brake, beech fern, canker brake. 

formless: (adj) shapeless, unformed, 
indistinct, unstructured, unbodied, 
nebulous, vague, indistinguishable,  

soft, fuzzy, rude. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
organized, clear, distinct. 

languid: (adj) lazy, dull, indolent, 
feeble, lethargic, lackadaisical, 
sluggish, faint, torpid, inert, 
apathetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) active, 
lively, exciting, vigorous. 

wondrous: (adj) marvelous, 
miraculous, marvellous, astonishing, 
tremendous, fantastic, phenomenal, 
extraordinary, rattling; (adv) 
wonderfully, marvellously. 
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heart becomes colder.  If he should not come!  Oh, how dreary it was--the 
thought of going out at the other end of the wood, into the unsheltered road, 
without having seen him.  She reaches the first turning towards the Hermitage, 
walking slowly--he is not there.  She hates the leveret that runs across the path; 
she hates everything that is not what she longs for.  She walks on, happy 
whenever she is coming to a bend in the road, for perhaps he is behind it.  No.  
She is beginning to cry: her heart has swelled so, the tears stand in her eyes; she 
gives one great sob, while the corners of her mouth quiver, and the tears roll 
down.%

She doesn't know that there is another turning to the Hermitage, that she is 
close against it, and that Arthur Donnithorne is only a few yards from her, full of 
one thought, and a thought of which she only is the object.  He is going to see 
Hetty again: that is the longing which has been growing through the last three 
hours to a feverish thirst.  Not, of course, to speak in the caressing way into 
which he had unguardedly fallen before dinner, but to set things right with her 
by a kindness which would have the air of friendly civility, and prevent her from 
running away with wrong notions about their mutual relation. 

If Hetty had known he was there, she would not have cried; and it would 
have been better, for then Arthur would perhaps have behaved as wisely as he 
had intended.  As it was, she started when he appeared at the end of the side-
alley, and looked up at him with two great drops rolling down her cheeks.  What 
else could he do but speak to her in a soft, soothing tone, as if she were a bright-
eyed spaniel with a thorn in her foot? 

"Has something frightened you, Hetty?  Have you seen anything in the 
wood?  Don't be frightened--I'll take care of you now." 

Hetty was blushing so, she didn't know whether she was happy or miserable.  
To be crying again--what did gentlemen think of girls who cried in that way?  
She felt unable even to say "no," but could only look away from him and wipe 
the tears from her cheek.  Not before a great drop had fallen on her rose-coloured 
strings-- she knew that quite well. 
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bright-eyed: (adj) well. 
caressing: (adj) caressive, soft; (n) 

petting, foreplay, stimulation, 
dalliance, smooching, snuggling, 
arousal, hugging, cuddling. 

civility: (n) politeness, courtesy, 
comity, attention, propriety, 
affability, amenity, cultivation, 
complaisance, courteousness, 
civilization. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rudeness, incivility, coarseness. 

corners: (adj) cornered. 

feverish: (adj) febrile, feverous, fiery, 
frenzied, fevered, excited, sick, 
fanatical; (adj, v) hot, flushed; (adj, n) 
hysterical. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
afebrile, collected, composed, 
mellow. 

quiver: (adj, n, v) shudder, shiver, 
tremble, shake; (v) flicker, flutter, 
vibrate; (n, v) palpitate, quaver; (n) 
vibration, tremor. 

reaches: (n) recess. 
swelled: (adj) big, inflated, bloated,  

swollen, adult, boastful, bighearted, 
bad, fully grown, crowing, elder. 

unguardedly: (adv) unprotectedly, 
unwarily, carelessly, rashly, 
insecurely, heedlessly, indiscreetly, 
exposedly, defenselessly, 
imprudently, directly. 

unsheltered: (adj) bleak, rude, wild, 
unprotected, ungoverned, 
uncivilized, turbulent, crazy, savage, 
barren, not cultivated. ANTONYM: 
(adj) sheltered. 
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"Come, be cheerful again.  Smile at me, and tell me what's the matter.  Come, 
tell me." 

Hetty turned her head towards him, whispered, "I thought you wouldn't 
come," and slowly got courage to lift her eyes to him.  That look was too much: 
he must have had eyes of Egyptian granite not to look too lovingly in return.%

"You little frightened bird!  Little tearful rose!  Silly pet!  You won't cry again, 
now I'm with you, will you?" 

Ah, he doesn't know in the least what he is saying.  This is not what he meant 
to say.  His arm is stealing round the waist again; it is tightening its clasp; he is 
bending his face nearer and nearer to the round cheek; his lips are meeting those 
pouting child-lips, and for a long moment time has vanished.  He may be a 
shepherd in Arcadia for aught he knows, he may be the first youth kissing the 
first maiden, he may be Eros himself, sipping the lips of Psyche--it is all one. 

There was no speaking for minutes after.  They walked along with beating 
hearts till they came within sight of the gate at the end of the wood.  Then they 
looked at each other, not quite as they had looked before, for in their eyes there 
was the memory of a kiss. 

But already something bitter had begun to mingle itself with the fountain of 
sweets: already Arthur was uncomfortable.  He took his arm from Hetty's waist, 
and said, "Here we are, almost at the end of the Grove.  I wonder how late it is," 
he added, pulling out his watch.  "Twenty minutes past eight--but my watch is 
too fast.  However, I'd better not go any further now.  Trot along quickly with 
your little feet, and get home safely.  Good-bye." 

He took her hand, and looked at her half-sadly, half with a constrained smile.  
Hetty's eyes seemed to beseech him not to go away yet; but he patted her cheek 
and said "Good-bye" again.  She was obliged to turn away from him and go on. 

As for Arthur, he rushed back through the wood, as if he wanted to put a 
wide space between himself and Hetty.  He would not go to the Hermitage 
again; he remembered how he had debated with himself there before dinner, and 
it had all come to nothing--worse than nothing.  He walked right on into the 
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aught: (n) nil, zero, anything, ought, 
cypher, nix, cipher, naught, null, zip; 
(adj) any. 

bending: (n) bow, bend, deflection, 
deflexion, refraction, flexure, crook; 
(adj) flexible, supple, winding, pliant. 
ANTONYM: (adj) stiff. 

beseech: (v) beg, crave, implore, ask, 
request, adjure, pray, sue, appeal, 
solicit, plead. ANTONYMS: (v) give, 
offer, grant, reject. 

constrained: (adj) forced, bound, stiff, 

strained, awkward, compelled, 
limited, affected, stilted, rigid, 
unnatural. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrestricted, liberated, natural, open.

granite: (n) firmness, pluton, 
steadiness, batholite, limestone, 
stonework, batholith; (adj) flint, 
crystal, fossil, crag. 

hearts: (n) Black Maria, spades. 
maiden: (n) maid, girl, demoiselle, 

damosel, wench, fille, lass, miss; (adj) 
first, initiatory, unmarried. 

sipping: (n) imbibing, imbibition; (adj) 
libant. 

tearful: (adj) dolorous, maudlin, 
watery, weeping, teary, sad, 
dolourous, wet, whimpering, 
sorrowful; (v) mournful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, tearless. 

tightening: (n) clamping, thinning, 
tapering, alteration, modification, 
narrowing, reduction, adjustment. 
ANTONYM: (n) expansion. 
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Chase, glad to get out of the Grove, which surely was haunted by his evil genius.  
Those beeches and smooth limes--there was something enervating in the very 
sight of them; but the strong knotted old oaks had no bending languor in them--
the sight of them would give a man some energy.  Arthur lost himself among the 
narrow openings in the fern, winding about without seeking any issue, till the 
twilight deepened almost to night under the great boughs, and the hare looked 
black as it darted across his path.%

He was feeling much more strongly than he had done in the morning: it was 
as if his horse had wheeled round from a leap and dared to dispute his mastery.  
He was dissatisfied with himself, irritated, mortified.  He no sooner fixed his 
mind on the probable consequences of giving way to the emotions which had 
stolen over him to-day--of continuing to notice Hetty, of allowing himself any 
opportunity for such slight caresses as he had been betrayed into already--than 
he refused to believe such a future possible for himself.  To flirt with Hetty was a 
very different affair from flirting with a pretty girl of his own station: that was 
understood to be an amusement on both sides, or, if it became serious, there was 
no obstacle to marriage.  But this little thing would be spoken ill of directly, if she 
happened to be seen walking with him; and then those excellent people, the 
Poysers, to whom a good name was as precious as if they had the best blood in 
the land in their veins--he should hate himself if he made a scandal of that sort, 
on the estate that was to be his own some day, and among tenants by whom he 
liked, above all, to be respected.  He could no more believe that he should so fall 
in his own esteem than that he should break both his legs and go on crutches all 
the rest of his life.  He couldn't imagine himself in that position; it was too 
odious, too unlike him. 

And even if no one knew anything about it, they might get too fond of each 
other, and then there could be nothing but the misery of parting, after all.  No 
gentleman, out of a ballad, could marry a farmer's niece.  There must be an end 
to the whole thing at once.  It was too foolish. 

And yet he had been so determined this morning, before he went to 
Gawaine's; and while he was there something had taken hold of him and made 
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ballad: (n) song, folk song, carol, 
poem, ballade, recitative, solfeggio, 
pastoral, recitativo, ditty, bravura. 

enervating: (adj) enfeebling, 
weakening, debilitative, debilitating, 
weaken, tedious, causing debilitation, 
taxing. 

flirt: (n, v) coquette; (v) dally, coquet, 
toy, romance, trifle, spoon; (n) 
dalliance, vamp, tease, flirting. 

flirting: (n) flirtation, dalliance, flirt, 
coquetry, flirtingly, dawdling,  

coquette, toying, caper, frivolity. 
knotted: (adj) knotty, gnarled, gnarly, 

involved, entangled, complicated, 
tangled, matted, knobbed, fastened; 
(adj, v) kinky. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
straight, tidy, relaxed. 

mortified: (adj) humiliated, 
embarrassed, abashed, gangrenous, 
sheepish, chagrined, feeling shame, 
feeling guilty, guilty, hangdog, 
humbled. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unabashed. 

odious: (adj, v) hateful, obnoxious; 
(adj) detestable, hideous, nasty, 
execrable, disgusting, abhorrent, 
abominable, heinous, forbidding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, agreeable, lovable, nice. 

parting: (n) adieu, division, leave, 
departure, disunion, goodbye, 
leaving, segregation, dying, rupture; 
(adj) valedictory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
joining, meeting, connection, 
Reunion. 
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him gallop back.  It seemed he couldn't quite depend on his own resolution, as 
he had thought he could; he almost wished his arm would get painful again, and 
then he should think of nothing but the comfort it would be to get rid of the pain.  
There was no knowing what impulse might seize him to-morrow, in this 
confounded place, where there was nothing to occupy him imperiously through 
the livelong day.  What could he do to secure himself from any more of this 
folly? 

There was but one resource.  He would go and tell Irwine--tell him 
everything.  The mere act of telling it would make it seem trivial; the temptation 
would vanish, as the charm of fond words vanishes when one repeats them to 
the indifferent.  In every way it would help him to tell Irwine.  He would ride to 
Broxton Rectory the first thing after breakfast to-morrow.%

Arthur had no sooner come to this determination than he began to think 
which of the paths would lead him home, and made as short a walk thither as he 
could.  He felt sure he should sleep now: he had had enough to tire him, and 
there was no more need for him to think. 
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confounded: (adj) bemused, accursed, 
execrable, baffled, cursed, befuddled, 
confused, puzzled, aghast, perplexed; 
(adj, v) abashed. 

imperiously: (adv) overbearingly, 
arrogantly, commandingly, 
magisterially, dictatorially, 
masterfully, haughtily, imperatively, 
authoritatively, domineeringly, 
insolently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
meekly, feebly. 

indifferent: (adj) apathetic, impassive, 

cold, cool, callous, fair, insensible, 
unconcerned, careless, dull, average. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) enthusiastic, 
fervent, keen, obsessive, energetic, 
eager, involved, surprised, 
exceptional, concerned, shocked. 

seize: (v) catch, capture, grab, arrest, 
clutch, get, apprehend, receive, 
annex, clasp; (n, v) grapple. 
ANTONYMS: (v) baulk, relinquish, 
restore, surrender, give, remove. 

thither: (adv) hither, whither, on that  

point, in that respect, at that place, in 
that location; (adj) further, ulterior, 
remoter, succeeding, more distant. 

tire: (n, v) bore, jade; (adj, n, v) fatigue; 
(v) exhaust, harass, fag, weary, wear, 
pall, prostrate; (n) tyre. ANTONYMS: 
(v) interest, invigorate, energize. 

vanish: (n, v) disappear; (adj, v) fade; 
(v) disperse, pass, go, die, dissipate, 
evaporate, depart, flee, melt away. 
ANTONYMS: (v) come, arrive, wax, 
stay. 
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CHAPTER  X IV  

 
THE  RETURN  HOME 

 
 

While that parting in the wood was happening, there was a parting in the 
cottage too, and Lisbeth had stood with Adam at the door, straining her aged 
eyes to get the last glimpse of Seth and Dinah, as they mounted the opposite 
slope.%

"Eh, I'm loath to see the last on her," she said to Adam, as they turned into the 
house again.  "I'd ha' been willin' t' ha' her about me till I died and went to lie by 
my old man.  She'd make it easier dyin'--she spakes so gentle an' moves about so 
still.  I could be fast sure that pictur' was drawed for her i' thy new Bible--th' 
angel a-sittin' on the big stone by the grave.  Eh, I wouldna mind ha'in a 
daughter like that; but nobody ne'er marries them as is good for aught." 

"Well, Mother, I hope thee wilt have her for a daughter; for Seth's got a liking 
for her, and I hope she'll get a liking for Seth in time." 

"Where's th' use o' talkin' a-that'n?  She caresna for Seth.  She's goin' away 
twenty mile aff.  How's she to get a likin' for him, I'd like to know?  No more nor 
the cake 'ull come wi'out the leaven.  Thy figurin' books might ha' tould thee 
better nor that, I should think, else thee mightst as well read the commin print, as 
Seth allays does." 
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angel: (n, v) sponsor, support; (n) 
backer, cherub, messenger, patron, 
benefactor, saint; (adj) Dulcinea, 
goddess; (adj, n) darling. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fiend, devil, jerk, 
demon. 

cake: (n) biscuit, cookie, bar, block, 
pastry, lump, pie, pancake, 
griddlecake; (v) set, harden. 

cottage: (n) cabin, bungalow, crib, hut, 
villa, lodge, shanty, chalet, country 
house, house, cot. 

glimpse: (n, v) look, peek; (v) blink, 
see, notice, spy, spot, espy; (n) coup 
d'oeil, view, peep. ANTONYMS: (n) 
scrutiny, observation, perusal; (v) 
scrutinize, survey, Miss, study. 

grave: (adj) solemn, serious, critical, 
earnest, dangerous, sedate, sad, 
grand; (adj, v) severe, acute; (v) 
engrave. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
frivolous, funny, cheerful, carefree, 
slight, nonchalant, trivial, stable, 
minor, insignificant, favorable. 

leaven: (n) barm, yeast, leavening, 
element; (v) lift, raise, temper, 
elevate; (adj) denaturalize, denature, 
distain. 

mounted: (adj) equestrian, mounting, 
mounts, set, firm, affixed, decorated. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmounted. 

print: (n, v) mark, impress, 
photograph; (n) impression, 
engraving, printing, picture, 
lettering, copy; (v) issue, engrave. 

went: (v) walked, proceeded. 
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"Nay, Mother," said Adam, laughing, "the figures tell us a fine deal, and we 
couldn't go far without 'em, but they don't tell us about folks's feelings.  It's a 
nicer job to calculate them.  But Seth's as good-hearted a lad as ever handled a 
tool, and plenty o' sense, and good-looking too; and he's got the same way o' 
thinking as Dinah.  He deserves to win her, though there's no denying she's a 
rare bit o' workmanship.  You don't see such women turned off the wheel every 
day." 

"Eh, thee't allays stick up for thy brother.  Thee'st been just the same, e'er sin' 
ye war little uns together.  Thee wart allays for halving iverything wi' him.  But 
what's Seth got to do with marryin', as is on'y three-an'-twenty?  He'd more need 
to learn an' lay by sixpence.  An' as for his desarving her--she's two 'ear older nor 
Seth: she's pretty near as old as thee.  But that's the way; folks mun allays choose 
by contrairies, as if they must be sorted like the pork--a bit o' good meat wi' a bit 
o' offal." 

To the feminine mind in some of its moods, all things that might be receive a 
temporary charm from comparison with what is; and since Adam did not want 
to marry Dinah himself, Lisbeth felt rather peevish on that score--as peevish as 
she would have been if he had wanted to marry her, and so shut himself out from 
Mary Burge and the partnership as effectually as by marrying Hetty.%

It was more than half-past eight when Adam and his mother were talking in 
this way, so that when, about ten minutes later, Hetty reached the turning of the 
lane that led to the farmyard gate, she saw Dinah and Seth approaching it from 
the opposite direction, and waited for them to come up to her.  They, too, like 
Hetty, had lingered a little in their walk, for Dinah was trying to speak words of 
comfort and strength to Seth in these parting moments.  But when they saw 
Hetty, they paused and shook hands; Seth turned homewards, and Dinah came 
on alone. 

"Seth Bede would have come and spoken to you, my dear," she said, as she 
reached Hetty, "but he's very full of trouble to-night." 

Hetty answered with a dimpled smile, as if she did not quite know what had 
been said; and it made a strange contrast to see that sparkling self-engrossed 
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denying: (v) deny; (adv) denyingly; 
(adj) opposed, recusative, unselfish, 
abnegative. 

effectually: (adv) efficaciously, 
effectively, validly, adequately, 
potently, tellingly, strongly, 
decisively; (adj) nicely, fully, head 
and shoulders. ANTONYM: (adv) 
ineffectually. 

good-hearted: (adj) benign, good-
natured, kindly, kindhearted. 

good-looking: (adj) beautiful, comely, 

handsome, pretty, fine, fair, lovely, 
gorgeous, charming, bonny, graceful.

peevish: (adj) fretful, fractious, 
morose, testy, irascible, moody, 
captious, petulant, cross, 
cantankerous, touchy. 

sixpence: (n) bender, coin, teston, 
testern. 

sparkling: (adj, v) effervescent; (adj) 
bright, brilliant, radiant, glittery, 
bubbly, glittering, scintillating, 
shining, scintillant; (n) sparkle.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, dirty, 
lifeless, lethargic. 

wart: (n) verruca, condyloma 
acuminatum, bulge, tit, growth, 
lump, swelling, exostosis, bump, 
protuberance, venereal wart. 

workmanship: (n) craft, handicraft, 
craftsmanship, skill, accomplishment, 
performance, acquirement, 
priestcraft, trade, artistry; (v) 
handiwork. 
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loveliness looked at by Dinah's calm pitying face, with its open glance which told 
that her heart lived in no cherished secrets of its own, but in feelings which it 
longed to share with all the world.  Hetty liked Dinah as well as she had ever 
liked any woman; how was it possible to feel otherwise towards one who always 
put in a kind word for her when her aunt was finding fault, and who was always 
ready to take Totty off her hands--little tiresome Totty, that was made such a pet 
of by every one, and that Hetty could see no interest in at all?  Dinah had never 
said anything disapproving or reproachful to Hetty during her whole visit to the 
Hall Farm; she had talked to her a great deal in a serious way, but Hetty didn't 
mind that much, for she never listened: whatever Dinah might say, she almost 
always stroked Hetty's cheek after it, and wanted to do some mending for her.  
Dinah was a riddle to her; Hetty looked at her much in the same way as one 
might imagine a little perching bird that could only flutter from bough to bough, 
to look at the swoop of the swallow or the mounting of the lark; but she did not 
care to solve such riddles, any more than she cared to know what was meant by 
the pictures in the Pilgrim's Progress, or in the old folio Bible that Marty and 
Tommy always plagued her about on a Sunday.%

Dinah took her hand now and drew it under her own arm. 
"You look very happy to-night, dear child," she said.  "I shall think ot you 

often when I'm at Snowfield, and see your face before me as it is now.  It's a 
strange thing--sometimes when I'm quite alone, sitting in my room with my eyes 
closed, or walking over the hills, the people I've seen and known, if it's only been 
for a few days, are brought before me, and I hear their voices and see them look 
and move almost plainer than I ever did when they were really with me so as I 
could touch them.  And then my heart is drawn out towards them, and I feel 
their lot as if it was my own, and I take comfort in spreading it before the Lord 
and resting in His love, on their behalf as well as my own.  And so I feel sure you 
will come before me." 

She paused a moment, but Hetty said nothing. 
"It has been a very precious time to me," Dinah went on, "last night and to-

day--seeing two such good sons as Adam and Seth Bede.  They are so tender and 
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disapproving: (adj) critical, 
unfavorable, severe, disapprove, 
serious, reproachful, reproving, 
unconstructive, dim, depressing, 
stern. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
complimentary, affectionate, hopeful, 
cordial, admiring, favorable, 
constructive. 

flutter: (adj, n, v) bustle, flurry; (n, v) 
beat, palpitate, flap, wave, waver, 
quiver; (v) flit, flitter; (n) excitement. 

folio: (n) leaf, sheet, number, page  

number, flyleaf, quarto, octavo, 
blade, foliage, number the folios, 
book. 

perching: (adj) insessorial. 
reproachful: (adj, v) condemnatory, 

disparaging, vituperative; (adj) 
admonitory, opprobrious, 
disgraceful, shameful, reproving, 
objurgatory, contumelious; (v) 
denunciatory. 

riddle: (n) mystery, conundrum, 
puzzle, problem, poser; (n, v) screen, 

sieve; (v) puncture, strain, filter, sift. 
ANTONYM: (n) explanation. 

swoop: (v) pounce, raid, descend, 
clutch, wrench; (n) descent, slide, 
dive; (n, v) sweep, stoop, plunge. 

tiresome: (adj) tedious, dull, laborious, 
irksome, monotonous, annoying, 
slow, dreary, bothersome; (adj, v) 
wearisome, troublesome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stimulating, fun, 
varied, soothing, pleasant, brisk, 
exciting, convenient, refreshing. 

 



Adam Bede 158

thoughtful for their aged mother.  And she has been telling me what Adam has 
done, for these many years, to help his father and his brother; it's wonderful 
what a spirit of wisdom and knowledge he has, and how he's ready to use it all 
in behalf of them that are feeble.  And I'm sure he has a loving spirit too.  I've 
noticed it often among my own people round Snowfield, that the strong, skilful 
men are often the gentlest to the women and children; and it's pretty to see 'em 
carrying the little babies as if they were no heavier than little birds.  And the 
babies always seem to like the strong arm best.  I feel sure it would be so with 
Adam Bede.  Don't you think so, Hetty?" 

"Yes," said Hetty abstractedly, for her mind had been all the while in the 
wood, and she would have found it difficult to say what she was assenting to.  
Dinah saw she was not inclined to talk, but there would not have been time to 
say much more, for they were now at the yard-gate.%

The still twilight, with its dying western red and its few faint struggling stars, 
rested on the farm-yard, where there was not a sound to be heard but the 
stamping of the cart-horses in the stable.  It was about twenty minutes after 
sunset.  The fowls were all gone to roost, and the bull-dog lay stretched on the 
straw outside his kennel, with the black-and-tan terrier by his side, when the 
falling-to of the gate disturbed them and set them barking, like good officials, 
before they had any distinct knowledge of the reason. 

The barking had its effect in the house, for, as Dinah and Hetty approached, 
the doorway was filled by a portly figure, with a ruddy black-eyed face which 
bore in it the possibility of looking extremely acute, and occasionally 
contemptuous, on market-days, but had now a predominant after-supper 
expression of hearty good- nature.  It is well known that great scholars who have 
shown the most pitiless acerbity in their criticism of other men's scholarship 
have yet been of a relenting and indulgent temper in private life; and I have 
heard of a learned man meekly rocking the twins in the cradle with his left hand, 
while with his right he inflicted the most lacerating sarcasms on an opponent 
who had betrayed a brutal ignorance of Hebrew.  Weaknesses and errors must be 
forgiven--alas! they are not alien to us--but the man who takes the wrong side on 
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abstractedly: (adv) absently, 
distractedly, distantly, pensively, 
separately, preoccupiedly, abstractly, 
removedly, dreamily, absent-
mindedly, scatterbrainedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) carefully, clearly, 
calmly. 

acerbity: (adj, n) tartness; (n) 
bitterness, austerity, asperity, huff, 
rancour, disagreeableness, rudeness, 
fury; (adj) petulance, protervity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) kindness,  

mellowness, mildness, nectarous, 
sweetness. 

assenting: (adj) assentient, consenting, 
acquiescent, unanimous, in accord, 
favorable; (n) agreement, accession, 
confession; (adv) consentingly; (v) 
agree. ANTONYM: (adj) conflicting. 

pitiless: (adj) merciless, brutal, harsh, 
cruel, ruthless, implacable, 
remorseless, inexorable, inhuman, 
heartless, hard. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
merciful, charitable, soft,  

compassionate, warmhearted, 
sympathetic, flexible, caring, tolerant. 

portly: (adj) plump, stout, corpulent, 
heavy, obese, chubby, fleshy, 
overweight; (adj, adv) burly, stately; 
(adv) plumply. ANTONYMS: (adj, 
adv) thin, slim; (adj) skinny. 

roost: (adj, v) lodge, reside, stay, abide, 
dwell, inhabit, live; (v) rest, settle; (n) 
henroost, resort. 

stamping: (n) impression, blocking, 
coin, postage, stamping of rail. 
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the momentous subject of the Hebrew points must be treated as the enemy of his 
race.  There was the same sort of antithetic mixture in Martin Poyser: he was of 
so excellent a disposition that he had been kinder and more respectful than ever 
to his old father since he had made a deed of gift of all his property, and no man 
judged his neighbours more charitably on all personal matters; but for a farmer, 
like Luke Britton, for example, whose fallows were not well cleaned, who didn't 
know the rudiments of hedging and ditching, and showed but a small share of 
judgment in the purchase of winter stock, Martin Poyser was as hard and 
implacable as the north-east wind.  Luke Britton could not make a remark, even 
on the weather, but Martin Poyser detected in it a taint of that unsoundness and 
general ignorance which was palpable in all his farming operations.  He hated to 
see the fellow lift the pewter pint to his mouth in the bar of the Royal George on 
market-day, and the mere sight of him on the other side of the road brought a 
severe and critical expression into his black eyes, as different as possible from the 
fatherly glance he bent on his two nieces as they approached the door.  Mr. 
Poyser had smoked his evening pipe, and now held his hands in his pockets, as 
the only resource of a man who continues to sit up after the day's business is 
done.%

"Why, lasses, ye're rather late to-night," he said, when they reached the little 
gate leading into the causeway.  "The mother's begun to fidget about you, an' 
she's got the little un ill.  An' how did you leave the old woman Bede, Dinah?  Is 
she much down about the old man?  He'd been but a poor bargain to her this five 
year." 

"She's been greatly distressed for the loss of him," said Dinah, "but she's 
seemed more comforted to-day.  Her son Adam's been at home all day, working 
at his father's coffin, and she loves to have him at home.  She's been talking about 
him to me almost all the day.  She has a loving heart, though she's sorely given to 
fret and be fearful.  I wish she had a surer trust to comfort her in her old age." 

"Adam's sure enough," said Mr. Poyser, misunderstanding Dinah's wish.  
"There's no fear but he'll yield well i' the threshing.  He's not one o' them as is all 
straw and no grain.  I'll be bond for him any day, as he'll be a good son to the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

antithetic: (adj) antithetical, different, 
opposing, polar, contradictory. 

charitably: (adv) benevolently, kindly, 
sympathetically, beneficently, 
altruistically, humanely, 
philanthropicly, munificently, 
openhandedly, liberally, 
humanitarianly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unkindly, ungenerously, harshly. 

fatherly: (adj) fatherlike, loving, 
motherly, sisterly, parental, 
affectionate, benevolent, benign; (adj, 

adv) kind; (adv) patriarchal, 
indulgent. ANTONYM: (adv) 
motherly. 

fidget: (adj) bustle, bother, hurry, fuss, 
stir; (n) agitation, fidgetiness, 
restlessness; (v) agitate, squirm, 
wiggle. 

fret: (n, v) gall, irritate, trouble, worry; 
(v) agitate, chafe, rub, fray, upset, 
annoy; (n) anxiety. 

hedging: (n) equivocation, evasion, 
prevarication, hedgerow, exchange  

risk cover, covering operation. 
rudiments: (n) grammar, 

fundamentals, elements, alphabet, 
abecedary, primer, vade mecum, 
bedrock, element, fundamental 
principle, rudiment. 

threshing: (n) farming, separation. 
unsoundness: (n) derangement, 

disease, disrepair, insincerity, 
condition, defect, hollowness, status, 
treachery, unhealth, folly. 
ANTONYM: (n) soundness. 
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last.  Did he say he'd be coming to see us soon?  But come in, come in," he added, 
making way for them; "I hadn't need keep y' out any longer." 

The tall buildings round the yard shut out a good deal of the sky, but the 
large window let in abundant light to show every corner of the house-place.%

Mrs. Poyser, seated in the rocking-chair, which had been brought out of the 
"right-hand parlour," was trying to soothe Totty to sleep.  But Totty was not 
disposed to sleep; and when her cousins entered, she raised herself up and 
showed a pair of flushed cheeks, which looked fatter than ever now they were 
defined by the edge of her linen night-cap. 

In the large wicker-bottomed arm-chair in the left-hand chimney- nook sat 
old Martin Poyser, a hale but shrunken and bleached image of his portly black-
haired son--his head hanging forward a little, and his elbows pushed backwards 
so as to allow the whole of his forearm to rest on the arm of the chair.  His blue 
handkerchief was spread over his knees, as was usual indoors, when it was not 
hanging over his head; and he sat watching what went forward with the quiet 
outward glance of healthy old age, which, disengaged from any interest in an 
inward drama, spies out pins upon the floor, follows one's minutest motions 
with an unexpectant purposeless tenacity, watches the flickering of the flame or 
the sun-gleams on the wall, counts the quarries on the floor, watches even the 
hand of the clock, and pleases itself with detecting a rhythm in the tick. 

"What a time o' night this is to come home, Hetty!" said Mrs. Poyser.  "Look at 
the clock, do; why, it's going on for half-past nine, and I've sent the gells to bed 
this half-hour, and late enough too; when they've got to get up at half after four, 
and the mowers' bottles to fill, and the baking; and here's this blessed child wi' 
the fever for what I know, and as wakeful as if it was dinner-time, and nobody 
to help me to give her the physic but your uncle, and fine work there's been, and 
half of it spilt on her night-gown--it's well if she's swallowed more nor 'ull make 
her worse i'stead o' better.  But folks as have no mind to be o' use have allays the 
luck to be out o' the road when there's anything to be done." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

disengaged: (adj) vacant, unemployed, 
disentangled, free, freed, 
untrammelled, devoid, unreserved, 
detached, liberated, loosened. 

nook: (n) angle, niche, recess, hole, 
coign, bay, compartment, oriel, cove, 
refuge, haven. 

physic: (n) medicine, aperient, 
cathartic, medication, healing, 
medicament, drug; (n, v) cure, doctor, 
remedy; (v) heal. 

shrunken: (adj) wizened, shrivelled,  

shrunk, withered, contracted, wizen, 
narrow, dried, thin, lean, sear. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plump, bloated. 

soothe: (n, v) comfort, allay, console, 
solace; (v) alleviate, palliate, ease, 
calm, mitigate; (adj, v) appease; (adj, 
n, v) assuage. ANTONYMS: (v) upset, 
irritate, aggravate, annoy, intensify, 
worry, enrage, scare, provoke, incite, 
disturb. 

tenacity: (n) persistence, 
determination, resolution,  

doggedness, resolve, pertinacity, 
strength, persistency, fortitude, 
firmness; (adj) obstinacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
slackness, weakness, cowardice, 
flexibility, indecision. 

wakeful: (adj) vigilant, sleepless, 
awake, observant, restless, light, 
wary, psychologically light, 
lightheaded, tripping; (v) wistful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unaware, asleep, 
inattentive, relaxed. 
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"I did set out before eight, aunt," said Hetty, in a pettish tone, with a slight 
toss of her head.  But this clock's so much before the clock at the Chase, there's no 
telling what time it'll be when I get here." 

"What!  You'd be wanting the clock set by gentlefolks's time, would you?  An' 
sit up burnin' candle, an' lie a-bed wi' the sun a-bakin' you like a cowcumber i' 
the frame?  The clock hasn't been put forrard for the first time to-day, I reckon." 

The fact was, Hetty had really forgotten the difference of the clocks when she 
told Captain Donnithorne that she set out at eight, and this, with her lingering 
pace, had made her nearly half an hour later than usual.  But here her aunt's 
attention was diverted from this tender subject by Totty, who, perceiving at 
length that the arrival of her cousins was not likely to bring anything satisfactory 
to her in particular, began to cry, "Munny, munny," in an explosive manner.%

"Well, then, my pet, Mother's got her, Mother won't leave her; Totty be a 
good dilling, and go to sleep now," said Mrs. Poyser, leaning back and rocking 
the chair, while she tried to make Totty nestle against her.  But Totty only cried 
louder, and said, "Don't yock!" So the mother, with that wondrous patience 
which love gives to the quickest temperament, sat up again, and pressed her 
cheek against the linen night-cap and kissed it, and forgot to scold Hetty any 
longer. 

"Come, Hetty," said Martin Poyser, in a conciliatory tone, "go and get your 
supper i' the pantry, as the things are all put away; an' then you can come and 
take the little un while your aunt undresses herself, for she won't lie down in bed 
without her mother.  An' I reckon you could eat a bit, Dinah, for they don't keep 
much of a house down there." 

"No, thank you, Uncle," said Dinah; "I ate a good meal before I came away, 
for Mrs. Bede would make a kettle-cake for me." 

"I don't want any supper," said Hetty, taking off her hat.  "I can hold Totty 
now, if Aunt wants me." 

"Why, what nonsense that is to talk!" said Mrs. Poyser.  "Do you think you 
can live wi'out eatin', an' nourish your inside wi' stickin' red ribbons on your 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bede: (n) St Baeda, saint Bede, saint 
Baeda, Baeda, the venerable Bede. 

conciliatory: (adj) complaisant, pacific, 
mollifying, propitiatory, friendly, 
appeasing, conciliating, 
compromising, pacificatory, 
assuaging, quiet. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
provocative, challenging, hostile, 
aggressive, stubborn, bellicose, 
belligerent, fighting, antagonizing, 
uncompromising, antagonistic. 

forrard: (adv) fore, forrader, forward,  

forwards, frontward, frontwards, 
ahead. 

lingering: (adj) long, chronic, 
extended, dilatory, protracted, 
prolonged, residual, lengthy, 
inactive, dull; (n) delay. ANTONYM: 
(adj) quick. 

nestle: (n, v) cuddle; (v) huddle, 
nuzzle, nest, draw close, ensconce; 
(adj) inhabit, live, abide, dwell, house.

nourish: (v) foster, keep, bring up, 
nurture, sustain, aliment, cherish,  

feed, maintain, cultivate; (n, v) cradle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) starve, sap. 

quickest: (adv) most quickly. 
ribbons: (n) cavesson, hackamore, 

jaquima, lines, streamer, streamers, 
ticker tape, paper chain, decoration, 
decorations, bunting. 

toss: (n, v) throw, fling, pitch, chuck, 
cast, flip; (v) agitate, hurl, shake, 
convulse, discard. ANTONYM: (v) 
catch. 

wants: (n) need, necessities. 
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head?  Go an' get your supper this minute, child; there's a nice bit o' cold 
pudding i' the safe-- just what you're fond of." 

Hetty complied silently by going towards the pantry, and Mrs. Poyser went 
on speaking to Dinah.%

"Sit down, my dear, an' look as if you knowed what it was to make yourself a 
bit comfortable i' the world.  I warrant the old woman was glad to see you, since 
you stayed so long." 

"She seemed to like having me there at last; but her sons say she doesn't like 
young women about her commonly; and I thought just at first she was almost 
angry with me for going." 

"Eh, it's a poor look-out when th' ould folks doesna like the young uns," said 
old Martin, bending his head down lower, and seeming to trace the pattern of the 
quarries with his eye. 

"Aye, it's ill livin' in a hen-roost for them as doesn't like fleas," said Mrs. 
Poyser.  "We've all had our turn at bein' young, I reckon, be't good luck or ill." 

"But she must learn to 'commodate herself to young women," said Mr. 
Poyser, "for it isn't to be counted on as Adam and Seth 'ull keep bachelors for the 
next ten year to please their mother.  That 'ud be unreasonable.  It isn't right for 
old nor young nayther to make a bargain all o' their own side.  What's good for 
one's good all round i' the long run.  I'm no friend to young fellows a- marrying 
afore they know the difference atween a crab an' a apple; but they may wait o'er 
long." 

"To be sure," said Mrs. Poyser; "if you go past your dinner-time, there'll be 
little relish o' your meat.  You turn it o'er an' o'er wi' your fork, an' don't eat it 
after all.  You find faut wi' your meat, an' the faut's all i' your own stomach." 

Hetty now came back from the pantry and said, "I can take Totty now, Aunt, 
if you like." 

"Come, Rachel," said Mr. Poyser, as his wife seemed to hesitate, seeing that 
Totty was at last nestling quietly, "thee'dst better let Hetty carry her upstairs, 
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crab: (n) cancer, grouch, Phthirius 
pubis, decapod, rowing, crosspatch, 
crayfish, grumbler, grump, sourpuss; 
(v) gripe. 

fork: (n) crotch, bifurcation, turn, 
branching; (n, v) branch, bend; (v) 
diverge, split, branch off, separate, 
divide. ANTONYM: (v) converge. 

hesitate: (adj, n, v) pause, delay; (adj, v) 
linger; (v) fluctuate, halt, waver, 
vacillate, demur, boggle, 
procrastinate; (n, v) doubt.  

ANTONYMS: (v) rush, decide. 
nestling: (n) chick, bairn, toddler, 

baby bird, bambino, changeling, fry, 
kiddy, nesting, pullet, tadpole. 

pudding: (n) dessert, sweet, duff, 
flummery, custard; (adj) pap, jam, 
curd, clay, butter, dough. 

relish: (n, v) enjoy, fancy, love; (n) 
gusto, liking, palate, enthusiasm, 
enjoyment; (adj, n) flavor; (v) bask, 
like. ANTONYM: (n) apathy. 

unreasonable: (adj) immoderate,  

undue, absurd, extravagant, 
excessive, preposterous, exorbitant, 
illogical, inordinate, irrational, 
ridiculous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
logical, practical, sensible, affordable, 
economical, justified, realistic, fair, 
obliging, just, rational. 

warrant: (n, v) permit, vouch, license, 
assure, sanction, empower; (n) 
authority, authorization, security; (v) 
justify, ensure. ANTONYMS: (n) 
break; (v) debar. 
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while thee tak'st thy things off.  Thee't tired.  It's time thee wast in bed.  Thee't 
bring on the pain in thy side again." 

"Well, she may hold her if the child 'ull go to her," said Mrs. Poyser.%

Hetty went close to the rocking-chair, and stood without her usual smile, and 
without any attempt to entice Totty, simply waiting for her aunt to give the child 
into her hands. 

"Wilt go to Cousin Hetty, my dilling, while mother gets ready to go to bed?  
Then Totty shall go into Mother's bed, and sleep there all night." 

Before her mother had done speaking, Totty had given her answer in an 
unmistakable manner, by knitting her brow, setting her tiny teeth against her 
underlip, and leaning forward to slap Hetty on the arm with her utmost force.  
Then, without speaking, she nestled to her mother again. 

"Hey, hey," said Mr. Poyser, while Hetty stood without moving, "not go to 
Cousin Hetty?  That's like a babby.  Totty's a little woman, an' not a babby." 

"It's no use trying to persuade her," said Mrs. Poyser.  "She allays takes 
against Hetty when she isn't well.  Happen she'll go to Dinah." 

Dinah, having taken off her bonnet and shawl, had hitherto kept quietly 
seated in the background, not liking to thrust herself between Hetty and what 
was considered Hetty's proper work.  But now she came forward, and, putting 
out her arms, said, "Come Totty, come and let Dinah carry her upstairs along 
with Mother: poor, poor Mother! she's so tired--she wants to go to bed." 

Totty turned her face towards Dinah, and looked at her an instant, then lifted 
herself up, put out her little arms, and let Dinah lift her from her mother's lap.  
Hetty turned away without any sign of ill humour, and, taking her hat from the 
table, stood waiting with an air of indifference, to see if she should be told to do 
anything else. 

"You may make the door fast now, Poyser; Alick's been come in this long 
while," said Mrs. Poyser, rising with an appearance of relief from her low chair.  
"Get me the matches down, Hetty, for I must have the rushlight burning i' my 
room.  Come, Father." 
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entice: (n, v) lure, attract, seduce, 
tempt; (v) cajole, bait, draw, charm, 
coax, allure, captivate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) dissuade, repulse, discourage, 
force. 

indifference: (adj, n) coldness, 
phlegm; (n) detachment, 
impassiveness, disregard, aloofness, 
nonchalance, neglect, unconcern, 
impassivity, disinterest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fervor, interest, 
eagerness, dedication, sympathy,  

favorite, compassion, anxiety, 
responsiveness, forcefulness, care. 

rushlight: (n) taper, candle, rush 
candle, bougie, firelight; (adj) 
candlelight, starlight. 

shawl: (n) wrap, mantle, cape, muffler, 
scarf, pall, mantlet Mantua, wrapper, 
kerchief, headscarf, stole. 

slap: (n, v) clap, cuff, knock, hit, 
whack, beat, strike, spank; (n) blow; 
(v) buffet; (adv) bang. 

unmistakable: (adj) obvious, evident,  

plain, manifest, decided, palpable, 
apparent, decisive; (adj, v) 
unequivocal, positive, definite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) vague, unclear, 
uncertain, indefinite, doubtful, 
inconspicuous, equivocal. 

utmost: (adj, n) maximum, extreme, 
uttermost, furthermost, best, highest; 
(adj, adv) farthest; (adj, v) supreme; 
(adj) last, furthest; (adj, n, v) greatest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) moderate, worst. 
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The heavy wooden bolts began to roll in the house doors, and old Martin 
prepared to move, by gathering up his blue handkerchief, and reaching his 
bright knobbed walnut-tree stick from the corner.  Mrs. Poyser then led the way 
out of the kitchen, followed by the gandfather, and Dinah with Totty in her arms-
-all going to bed by twilight, like the birds.  Mrs. Poyser, on her way, peeped into 
the room where her two boys lay; just to see their ruddy round cheeks on the 
pillow, and to hear for a moment their light regular breathing.%

"Come, Hetty, get to bed," said Mr. Poyser, in a soothing tone, as he himself 
turned to go upstairs.  "You didna mean to be late, I'll be bound, but your aunt's 
been worrited to-day.  Good-night, my wench, good-night." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cheeks: (n) Gemini, twins, couple, 
posterior, pair, deuce, two, duet. 

gathering: (n) collection, 
accumulation, concourse, 
congregation, assemblage, crowd, 
compilation, meeting, crew, gather, 
throng. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dismantling, scattering. 

handkerchief: (n) hankie, kerchief, 
bandanna, cravat, hanky, wipe, 
bandana, collar, shawl; (n, v) napkin; 
(v) sudary. 

knobbed: (adj) gnarled, involved, 
intricate, baffling, knotted, Byzantine, 
knotty, tuberous, crooked, 
convoluted. 

pillow: (v) rest, breathe, lie, not move; 
(adj) wadding; (n) throw pillow, 
Wanger, bed pillow, feather bed, long 
pillow, padding. 

reaching: (n) reach, arrival, coming, 
accomplishment, outreach, advent, 
achievement, grasp, arriver, getting; 
(adj) suspicious. 

roll: (n, v) list, wheel, curl, turn; (v) 
reel, enfold, revolve, wind; (n) 
revolution, register; (adj, n, v) twist. 
ANTONYM: (v) unwind. 

upstairs: (adj) upstair; (adv) on a 
higher floor, in the mind, in the head, 
up the stairs, over; (n) heaven, 
administration, authority, board, 
eternity. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) 
downstairs. 
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CHAPTER  % XV  

 
THE  TWO BED -CH AMBER S  

 
 

Hetty and Dinah both slept in the second story, in rooms adjoining each 
other, meagrely furnished rooms, with no blinds to shut out the light, which was 
now beginning to gather new strength from the rising of the moon--more than 
enough strength to enable Hetty to move about and undress with perfect 
comfort.  She could see quite well the pegs in the old painted linen-press on 
which she hung her hat and gown; she could see the head of every pin on her red 
cloth pin-cushion; she could see a reflection of herself in the old- fashioned 
looking-glass, quite as distinct as was needful, considering that she had only to 
brush her hair and put on her night-cap.  A queer old looking-glass!  Hetty got 
into an ill temper with it almost every time she dressed.  It had been considered a 
handsome glass in its day, and had probably been bought into the Poyser family 
a quarter of a century before, at a sale of genteel household furniture.  Even now 
an auctioneer could say something for it: it had a great deal of tarnished gilding 
about it; it had a firm mahogany base, well supplied with drawers, which 
opened with a decided jerk and sent the contents leaping out from the farthest 
corners, without giving you the trouble of reaching them; above all, it had a brass 
candle-socket on each side, which would give it an aristocratic air to the very 
last.  But Hetty objected to it because it had numerous dim blotches sprinkled 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

auctioneer: (n) broker, agent, attorney, 
secretary, solicitor, clerk, seller, 
underwriter, proctor, commission 
agent; (v) auction off. 

farthest: (adj) ultimate, extreme, 
farthermost, utmost, uttermost, last, 
furthermost, endmost, greatest, most 
distant; (adj, adv) remotest. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) closest, nearest. 

genteel: (adj) elegant, polite, cultured, 
refined, graceful, courtly, courteous, 
fashionable, nice, civil, ladylike.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) uncouth, 
improper, vulgar. 

gilding: (n) embellishment, ormolu, 
plating, beautification, cosmetics, 
decoration, enamel, adornment, 
prettification, coat, gold plating. 

meagrely: (adv) poorly, barrenly, 
leanly, sparingly, slenderly, meager, 
exiguously, exiguous, meagre. 

needful: (adj) necessary, essential, 
indispensable, required, needed, 
mandatory, exigent, needy; (adj, v)  

requisite; (n) necessity, almighty 
dollar. 

tarnished: (adj) stained, tainted, dim, 
besmirched, spotted, imperfect, 
damaged, flyblown, dull, messy, 
maggoty. ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, 
unblemished, famous. 

undress: (v) strip, unclothe, divest, 
discase, doff, unrobe, strip down, 
uncase; (n) dishabille, disarray, 
morning dress. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dress, clothe. 
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over the mirror, which no rubbing would remove, and because, instead of 
swinging backwards and forwards, it was fixed in an upright position, so that 
she could only get one good view of her head and neck, and that was to be had 
only by sitting down on a low chair before her dressing-table.  And the dressing-
table was no dressing-table at all, but a small old chest of drawers, the most 
awkward thing in the world to sit down before, for the big brass handles quite 
hurt her knees, and she couldn't get near the glass at all comfortably.  But devout 
worshippers never allow inconveniences to prevent them from performing their 
religious rites, and Hetty this evening was more bent on her peculiar form of 
worship than usual.%

Having taken off her gown and white kerchief, she drew a key from the large 
pocket that hung outside her petticoat, and, unlocking one of the lower drawers 
in the chest, reached from it two short bits of wax candle--secretly bought at 
Treddleston--and stuck them in the two brass sockets.  Then she drew forth a 
bundle of matches and lighted the candles; and last of all, a small red-framed 
shilling looking-glass, without blotches.  It was into this small glass that she 
chose to look first after seating herself.  She looked into it, smiling and turning 
her head on one side, for a minute, then laid it down and took out her brush and 
comb from an upper drawer.  She was going to let down her hair, and make 
herself look like that picture of a lady in Miss Lydia Donnithorne's dressing-
room.  It was soon done, and the dark hyacinthine curves fell on her neck.  It was 
not heavy, massive, merely rippling hair, but soft and silken, running at every 
opportunity into delicate rings.  But she pushed it all backward to look like the 
picture, and form a dark curtain, throwing into relief her round white neck.  
Then she put down her brush and comb and looked at herself, folding her arms 
before her, still like the picture.  Even the old mottled glass couldn't help sending 
back a lovely image, none the less lovely because Hetty's stays were not of white 
satin--such as I feel sure heroines must generally wear-- but of a dark greenish 
cotton texture. 

Oh yes!  She was very pretty.  Captain Donnithorne thought so.  Prettier than 
anybody about Hayslope--prettier than any of the ladies she had ever seen 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

devout: (adj) pious, devoted, saintly, 
heartfelt, holy, dear, devotional, 
hearty, earnest; (adj, v) pure; (adj, n) 
godly. ANTONYMS: (adj) irreligious, 
agnostic, impious, irreverent, 
unbelieving, undevout, unholy, 
atheistic, secular, uncommitted. 

folding: (n) foldaway, plication, 
foldable, bend, crease, bending, 
flexure, pleating, collapsable, 
collapsible, doubling. 

greenish: (adj) green, virescent,  

viridescent, fleeceable, envious, 
covetous, chromatic, porraceous. 

mottled: (adj) motley, speckled, 
multicolored, spotted, variegated, 
piebald, marbled, mixed, pinto, 
blotchy, flecked. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
monochrome, unblemished, limited. 

rings: (n) ornaments, necklaces, jewels, 
costume jewelry, charms, bracelets. 

rippling: (n) ripple, wave, riffle, 
corrugation, moving ridge, wavelet, 
ripple formation; (adj) flowing,  

billowy. 
rites: (n) money, finances, wake, 

religion. 
shilling: (n) York shilling, Tanzanian 

shilling, British shilling, Kenyan 
shilling, Ugandan shilling, Somalian 
shilling, dock, cork, farthing, coin, 
cheat. 

silken: (adj) glossy, silk, sleek, soft, 
satiny, satin, shiny, smooth, slick, 
downy, mild. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
coarse, dull, rough. 
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visiting at the Chase--indeed it seemed fine ladies were rather old and ugly--and 
prettier than Miss Bacon, the miller's daughter, who was called the beauty of 
Treddleston.  And Hetty looked at herself to-night with quite a different 
sensation from what she had ever felt before; there was an invisible spectator 
whose eye rested on her like morning on the flowers.  His soft voice was saying 
over and over again those pretty things she had heard in the wood; his arm was 
round her, and the delicate rose-scent of his hair was with her still.  The vainest 
woman is never thoroughly conscious of her own beauty till she is loved by the 
man who sets her own passion vibrating in return.%

But Hetty seemed to have made up her mind that something was wanting, 
for she got up and reached an old black lace scarf out of the linen-press, and a 
pair of large ear-rings out of the sacred drawer from which she had taken her 
candles.  It was an old old scarf, full of rents, but it would make a becoming 
border round her shoulders, and set off the whiteness of her upper arm.  And 
she would take out the little ear-rings she had in her ears--oh, how her aunt had 
scolded her for having her ears bored!--and put in those large ones.  They were 
but coloured glass and gilding, but if you didn't know what they were made of, 
they looked just as well as what the ladies wore.  And so she sat down again, 
with the large ear-rings in her ears, and the black lace scarf adjusted round her 
shoulders.  She looked down at her arms: no arms could be prettier down to a 
little way below the elbow--they were white and plump, and dimpled to match 
her cheeks; but towards the wrist, she thought with vexation that they were 
coarsened by butter- making and other work that ladies never did. 

Captain Donnithorne couldn't like her to go on doing work: he would like to 
see her in nice clothes, and thin shoes, and white stockings, perhaps with silk 
clocks to them; for he must love her very much--no one else had ever put his arm 
round her and kissed her in that way.  He would want to marry her and make a 
lady of her; she could hardly dare to shape the thought--yet how else could it be?  
Marry her quite secretly, as Mr. James, the doctor's assistant, married the 
doctor's niece, and nobody ever found it out for a long while after, and then it 
was of no use to be angry.  The doctor had told her aunt all about it in Hetty's 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adjusted: (adj) altered, set, arranged, 
accustomed, correct, fitted, right, 
tuned, secure, familiarised, 
familiarized. ANTONYM: (adj) 
maladjusted. 

clocks: (n) alfilaria, alfileria, storksbill, 
pin clover, redstem storksbill, pin 
grass, filaria, filaree. 

drawer: (n) draftsman, drawers, till, 
designer, box car, cartoonist, 
commode, engraver, chest, case, 
locker. 

plump: (adj) chubby, corpulent, stout, 
round, obese, overweight, gross, 
buxom, pudgy; (adj, n) fleshy; (v) 
fatten. ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, 
emaciated, skinny, slim, slender. 

rents: (n) quad, board walk, close, 
embankment, esplanade, lane, 
parade, alley, place, Alameda, 
quadrangle. 

scarf: (n) neckerchief, handkerchief, 
stole, necktie, cravat, kerchief, 
mantilla, shawl, wrap, tie, stock. 

secretly: (adv) privately, confidentially, 
quietly, stealthily, surreptitiously, 
furtively, in secret, darkly, 
secretively, clandestinely, occultly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) publicly, 
deliberately, brazenly. 

visiting: (adj) guest, impermanent, 
temporary, visitant. 

whiteness: (n) paleness, ivory, chalk, 
pearl, bone, bleach, alabaster, 
frostiness, hoariness, pallor, 
innocence. ANTONYM: (n) black. 
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hearing.  She didn't know how it would be, but it was quite plain the old Squire 
could never be told anything about it, for Hetty was ready to faint with awe and 
fright if she came across him at the Chase.  He might have been earth-born, for 
what she knew.  It had never entered her mind that he had been young like other 
men; he had always been the old Squire at whom everybody was frightened.  
Oh, it was impossible to think how it would be!  But Captain Donnithorne would 
know; he was a great gentleman, and could have his way in everything, and 
could buy everything he liked.  And nothing could be as it had been again: 
perhaps some day she should be a grand lady, and ride in her coach, and dress 
for dinner in a brocaded silk, with feathers in her hair, and her dress sweeping 
the ground, like Miss Lydia and Lady Dacey, when she saw them going into the 
dining-room one evening as she peeped through the little round window in the 
lobby; only she should not be old and ugly like Miss Lydia, or all the same 
thickness like Lady Dacey, but very pretty, with her hair done in a great many 
different ways, and sometimes in a pink dress, and sometimes in a white one-- 
she didn't know which she liked best; and Mary Burge and everybody would 
perhaps see her going out in her carriage--or rather, they would hear of it: it was 
impossible to imagine these things happening at Hayslope in sight of her aunt.  
At the thought of all this splendour, Hetty got up from her chair, and in doing so 
caught the little red-framed glass with the edge of her scarf, so that it fell with a 
bang on the floor; but she was too eagerly occupied with her vision to care about 
picking it up; and after a momentary start, began to pace with a pigeon-like 
stateliness backwards and forwards along her room, in her coloured stays and 
coloured skirt, and the old black lace scarf round her shoulders, and the great 
glass ear-rings in her ears.%

How pretty the little puss looks in that odd dress!  It would be the easiest 
folly in the world to fall in love with her: there is such a sweet babylike 
roundness about her face and figure; the delicate dark rings of hair lie so 
charmingly about her ears and neck; her great dark eyes with their long eye-
lashes touch one so strangely, as if an imprisoned frisky sprite looked out of 
them. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

brocaded: (adj) raised, decorated, 
kincob. 

charmingly: (adv) pleasingly, prettily, 
alluringly, attractively, fascinatingly, 
pleasantly, enchantingly, temptingly, 
engagingly, sweetly, beautifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unpleasantly, 
unattractively, horribly, awkwardly. 

frisky: (adj) playful, brisk, lively, 
coltish, perky, blithe, breezy, 
kittenish, tricksy, buoyant, mirthful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lethargic, demure, 

sedate, solemn. 
liked: (adj) popular, loved, favorite, 

preferred. ANTONYM: (adj) disliked.
momentary: (adj) brief, fugitive, 

transient, short, instantaneous, 
ephemeral, passing, momentaneous, 
temporary, impermanent, temporal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, lengthy, 
long. 

roundness: (n) rotundity, globosity, 
sphericity, rondure, plumpness, 
globularness, cylindricalness,  

cylindricality, shape, rotundness, 
circle. ANTONYMS: (n) angularity, 
slenderness, thinness. 

sprite: (n) fairy, imp, pixie, gnome, 
faerie, leprechaun, brownie, hob, 
ghost, nymph, dwarf. ANTONYM: 
(n) unfairness. 

stateliness: (n) loftiness, magnificence, 
dignity, nobility, splendor, grandeur, 
greatness, grandness, starched 
stateliness, impressiveness, decorum. 
ANTONYM: (n) simplicity. 
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Ah, what a prize the man gets who wins a sweet bride like Hetty!  How the 
men envy him who come to the wedding breakfast, and see her hanging on his 
arm in her white lace and orange blossoms.  The dear, young, round, soft, 
flexible thing!  Her heart must be just as soft, her temper just as free from angles, 
her character just as pliant.  If anything ever goes wrong, it must be the 
husband's fault there: he can make her what he likes--that is plain.  And the lover 
himself thinks so too: the little darling is so fond of him, her little vanities are so 
bewitching, he wouldn't consent to her being a bit wiser; those kittenlike glances 
and movements are just what one wants to make one's hearth a paradise.  Every 
man under such circumstances is conscious of being a great physiognomist.  
Nature, he knows, has a language of her own, which she uses with strict 
veracity, and he considers himself an adept in the language.  Nature has written 
out his bride's character for him in those exquisite lines of cheek and lip and chin, 
in those eyelids delicate as petals, in those long lashes curled like the stamen of a 
flower, in the dark liquid depths of those wonderful eyes.  How she will dote on 
her children!  She is almost a child herself, and the little pink round things will 
hang about her like florets round the central flower; and the husband will look 
on, smiling benignly, able, whenever he chooses, to withdraw into the sanctuary 
of his wisdom, towards which his sweet wife will look reverently, and never lift 
the curtain.  It is a marriage such as they made in the golden age, when the men 
were all wise and majestic and the women all lovely and loving.%

It was very much in this way that our friend Adam Bede thought about 
Hetty; only he put his thoughts into different words.  If ever she behaved with 
cold vanity towards him, he said to himself it is only because she doesn't love me 
well enough; and he was sure that her love, whenever she gave it, would be the 
most precious thing a man could possess on earth.  Before you despise Adam as 
deficient in penetration, pray ask yourself if you were ever predisposed to 
believe evil of any pretty woman--if you ever could, without hard head-breaking 
demonstration, believe evil of the one supremely pretty woman who has 
bewitched you.  No: people who love downy peaches are apt not to think of the 
stone, and sometimes jar their teeth terribly against it. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

benignly: (adv) benignantly, genially, 
nicely, graciously, goodly, mildly, 
generously, complaisantly, 
benevolently, obligingly, humanely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) malevolently, 
cruelly, unkindly. 

bewitching: (adj, v) charming, 
fascinating, captivating, engaging; 
(adj) attractive, seductive, lovely, 
winning, entrancing, enthralling; (v) 
bewitch. 

curled: (adj) coiled, curling, having  

curls, round, braided, twisted, 
bowed, wreathy, Crull, curled up, 
tressed. 

dote: (adj, v) drivel; (v) maturate, fond, 
doat; (adj) ramble, wander, rave, 
trifle. 

pliant: (adj, v) pliable, limber; (adj) 
elastic, plastic, ductile, malleable, 
adaptable, compliant, flexile, supple, 
lithe. ANTONYMS: (adj) inflexible, 
rigid, rebellious. 

predisposed: (adj) inclined,  

susceptible, partial, disposed, willing, 
likely, propense, vulnerable, biased, 
of a mind, interested. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unbiased, impervious. 

stamen: (n) thrum, reproductive 
structure, backbone, stamina. 

veracity: (n) truth, accuracy, exactness, 
truthfulness, fact, reality, precision; 
(adj) probity; (adj, n) faithfulness, 
sincerity, candor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
mendacity, falsehood, falsity, 
dishonesty. 
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Arthur Donnithorne, too, had the same sort of notion about Hetty, so far as 
he had thought of her nature of all.  He felt sure she was a dear, affectionate, 
good little thing.  The man who awakes the wondering tremulous passion of a 
young girl always thinks her affectionate; and if he chances to look forward to 
future years, probably imagines himself being virtuously tender to her, because 
the poor thing is so clingingly fond of him.  God made these dear women so--
and it is a convenient arrangement in case of sickness.%

After all, I believe the wisest of us must be beguiled in this way sometimes, 
and must think both better and worse of people than they deserve.  Nature has 
her language, and she is not unveracious; but we don't know all the intricacies of 
her syntax just yet, and in a hasty reading we may happen to extract the very 
opposite of her real meaning.  Long dark eyelashes, now--what can be more 
exquisite?  I find it impossible not to expect some depth of soul behind a deep 
grey eye with a long dark eyelash, in spite of an experience which has shown me 
that they may go along with deceit, peculation, and stupidity.  But if, in the 
reaction of disgust, I have betaken myself to a fishy eye, there has been a 
surprising similarity of result.  One begins to suspect at length that there is no 
direct correlation between eyelashes and morals; or else, that the eyelashes 
express the disposition of the fair one's grandmother, which is on the whole less 
important to us. 

No eyelashes could be more beautiful than Hetty's; and now, while she walks 
with her pigeonlike stateliness along the room and looks down on her shoulders 
bordered by the old black lace, the dark fringe shows to perfection on her pink 
cheek.  They are but dim ill-defined pictures that her narrow bit of an 
imagination can make of the future; but of every picture she is the central figure 
in fine clothes; Captain Donnithorne is very close to her, putting his arm round 
her, perhaps kissing her, and everybody else is admiring and envying her--
especially Mary Burge, whose new print dress looks very contemptible by the 
side of Hetty's resplendent toilette.  Does any sweet or sad memory mingle with 
this dream of the future--any loving thought of her second parents--of the 
children she had helped to tend--of any youthful companion, any pet animal, any 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

beguiled: (adj) entranced, rapt, 
fascinated, infatuated, enchanted, 
delighted, charmed, captive, 
captivated. 

clingingly: (adv) adheringly, 
affectionately. 

contemptible: (adj) abject, mean, base, 
pitiful, little, worthless, unworthy, 
miserable, ignoble, abominable, 
shameful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
estimable, admired, deserving, 
worthy, honorable, respectable,  

respectful, noble, generous, 
commendable, good. 

envying: (adj) invidious. 
eyelash: (n) cilium, eyelashes, cut, 

eyewinker, hair. 
peculation: (n) defalcation, 

misappropriation, misapplication, 
stealing, thievery, thieving, theft, 
mulcting, raid, plunderage, larceny. 

toilette: (n) dress, costume, attire, 
raiment, drapery, guise, trim, John, 
lavatory, privy, bathroom. 

unveracious: (adj) mendacious, 
deceitful, untrue, treacherous, 
perfidious, false jewelry, not truthful, 
not true, hypocritical, false modesty, 
false colors. 

virtuously: (adv) chastely, uprightly, 
purely, righteously, honestly, 
demurely, modestly, justly, 
innocently, goodly, worthily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) indecently, 
sinfully, wickedly, improperly, 
poorly. 
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relic %of her own childhood even?  Not one.  There are some plants that have 
hardly any roots: you may tear them from their native nook of rock or wall, and 
just lay them over your ornamental flower-pot, and they blossom none the 
worse.  Hetty could have cast all her past life behind her and never cared to be 
reminded of it again.  I think she had no feeling at all towards the old house, and 
did not like the Jacob's Ladder and the long row of hollyhocks in the garden 
better than other flowers--perhaps not so well.  It was wonderful how little she 
seemed to care about waiting on her uncle, who had been a good father to her--
she hardly ever remembered to reach him his pipe at the right time without 
being told, unless a visitor happened to be there, who would have a better 
opportunity of seeing her as she walked across the hearth.  Hetty did not 
understand how anybody could be very fond of middle-aged people.  And as for 
those tiresome children, Marty and Tommy and Totty, they had been the very 
nuisance of her life--as bad as buzzing insects that will come teasing you on a hot 
day when you want to be quiet.  Marty, the eldest, was a baby when she first 
came to the farm, for the children born before him had died, and so Hetty had 
had them all three, one after the other, toddling by her side in the meadow, or 
playing about her on wet days in the half-empty rooms of the large old house.  
The boys were out of hand now, but Totty was still a day-long plague, worse 
than either of the others had been, because there was more fuss made about her.  
And there was no end to the making and mending of clothes.  Hetty would have 
been glad to hear that she should never see a child again; they were worse than 
the nasty little lambs that the shepherd was always bringing in to be taken 
special care of in lambing time; for the lambs were got rid of sooner or later.  As 
for the young chickens and turkeys, Hetty would have hated the very word 
"hatching," if her aunt had not bribed her to attend to the young poultry by 
promising her the proceeds of one out of every brood.  The round downy chicks 
peeping out from under their mother's wing never touched Hetty with any 
pleasure; that was not the sort of prettiness she cared about, but she did care 
about the prettiness of the new things she would buy for herself at Treddleston 
Fair with the money they fetched.  And yet she looked so dimpled, so charming, 
as she stooped down to put the soaked bread under the hen-coop, that you must 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blossom: (adj, n, v) flower, blow; (n, v) 
bud; (n) blooming, heyday, 
efflorescence; (v) prosper, flourish, 
thrive, progress, unfold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) wither, deteriorate, 
struggle, shrivel, shrink, fade, die; (n) 
withering. 

bribed: (prep) bought. 
brood: (n, v) breed; (v) sulk, think, 

incubate; (n) offspring, issue, 
progeny, young, posterity, family; 
(adj, n) herd. ANTONYMS: (v)  

reassure, delight, console. 
buzzing: (n) noise, murmur; (adj) 

humming, abuzz, bustling, lively, 
droning, purring, vibrant, vivacious, 
full of beans. 

chicks: (n) brood. 
prettiness: (n) loveliness, good looks, 

cuteness, attraction, appeal, 
attractiveness, gracefulness, fineness, 
charm, elegance, handsomeness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ugliness, 
unattractiveness. 

soaked: (adj) wet, drenched, sopping, 
soggy, soaking, drunk, wet through, 
soaking wet, damp, sloshed; (adj, v) 
sodden. ANTONYM: (adj) dry. 

stooped: (adj) hunched, stoop, 
stooping, crooked, bended, not 
straight, inclined, not erect, arched, 
asymmetrical, droopy. 

turkeys: (n) order Galliformes, 
partridges, brush turkeys, chickens, 
curassows, Galliformes, hoatzins, 
pheasants, grouse, quails. 
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have been a very acute personage indeed to suspect her of that hardness.  Molly, 
the housemaid, with a turn-up nose and a protuberant jaw, was really a tender-
hearted girl, and, as Mrs. Poyser said, a jewel to look after the poultry; but her 
stolid face showed nothing of this maternal delight, any more than a brown 
earthenware pitcher will show the light of the lamp within it.%

It is generally a feminine eye that first detects the moral deficiencies hidden 
under the "dear deceit" of beauty, so it is not surprising that Mrs. Poyser, with 
her keenness and abundant opportunity for observation, should have formed a 
tolerably fair estimate of what might be expected from Hetty in the way of 
feeling, and in moments of indignation she had sometimes spoken with great 
openness on the subject to her husband. 

"She's no better than a peacock, as 'ud strut about on the wall and spread its 
tail when the sun shone if all the folks i' the parish was dying: there's nothing 
seems to give her a turn i' th' inside, not even when we thought Totty had 
tumbled into the pit.  To think o' that dear cherub!  And we found her wi' her 
little shoes stuck i' the mud an' crying fit to break her heart by the far horse-pit.  
But Hetty never minded it, I could see, though she's been at the nussin' o' the 
child ever since it was a babby.  It's my belief her heart's as hard as a pebble." 

"Nay, nay," said Mr. Poyser, "thee mustn't judge Hetty too hard.  Them 
young gells are like the unripe grain; they'll make good meal by and by, but 
they're squashy as yet.  Thee't see Hetty 'll be all right when she's got a good 
husband and children of her own." 

"I don't want to be hard upo' the gell.  She's got cliver fingers of her own, and 
can be useful enough when she likes and I should miss her wi' the butter, for 
she's got a cool hand.  An' let be what may, I'd strive to do my part by a niece o' 
yours--an' that I've done, for I've taught her everything as belongs to a house, an' 
I've told her her duty often enough, though, God knows, I've no breath to spare, 
an' that catchin' pain comes on dreadful by times.  Wi' them three gells in the 
house I'd need have twice the strength to keep 'em up to their work.  It's like 
having roast meat at three fires; as soon as you've basted one, another's burnin'." 
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cherub: (n) baby, seraph, infant, 
cherubim, guardian angel, child, 
babe, archangel, cherubin. 

likes: (n) kind, sort, type. 
protuberant: (adj, v) prominent; (adj) 

bulging, bulgy, protruding, gibbous, 
projecting, protrusive, bellied, 
bellying, bulbous, conspicuous. 

squashy: (adj) soft, sloppy, mushy, 
yielding, muddy, pulpy, soggy, 
ductile, pliable, limp, elastic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) firm, hard,  

unyielding. 
stolid: (adj) impassive, obtuse, stupid, 

heavy, doltish, bovine, insulse, 
expressionless, shallow, petty, 
apathetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
emotional, imaginative, exciting. 

tender-hearted: (adj) kind, merciful, 
benevolent, kind-hearted, soft, 
tender. 

tolerably: (adv) well enough, passably, 
acceptably, reasonably, enough, 
moderately, to a tolerable degree,  

pretty, to an adequate degree; (adj, 
adv) somewhat; (adj) pretty well. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unbearably, 
intolerably, unacceptably, 
unreasonably, insufficiently, 
inadequately. 

unripe: (adj) green, raw, premature, 
crude, young, uncooked, juvenile, 
half grown, callow, inexperienced, 
unfledged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mature, ripe, ready. 
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Hetty stood sufficiently in awe of her aunt to be anxious to conceal from her 
so much of her vanity as could be hidden without too great a sacrifice.  She could 
not resist spending her money in bits of finery which Mrs. Poyser disapproved; 
but she would have been ready to die with shame, vexation, and fright if her 
aunt had this moment opened the door, and seen her with her bits of candle 
lighted, and strutting about decked in her scarf and ear-rings.  To prevent such a 
surprise, she always bolted her door, and she had not forgotten to do so to-night.  
It was well: for there now came a light tap, and Hetty, with a leaping heart, 
rushed to blow out the candles and throw them into the drawer.  She dared not 
stay to take out her ear-rings, but she threw off her scarf, and let it fall on the 
floor, before the light tap came again.  We shall know how it was that the light 
tap came, if we leave Hetty for a short time and return to Dinah, at the moment 
when she had delivered Totty to her mother's arms, and was come upstairs to 
her bedroom, adjoining Hetty's.%

Dinah delighted in her bedroom window.  Being on the second story of that 
tall house, it gave her a wide view over the fields.  The thickness of the wall 
formed a broad step about a yard below the window, where she could place her 
chair.  And now the first thing she did on entering her room was to seat herself in 
this chair and look out on the peaceful fields beyond which the large moon was 
rising, just above the hedgerow elms.  She liked the pasture best where the milch 
cows were lying, and next to that the meadow where the grass was half-mown, 
and lay in silvered sweeping lines.  Her heart was very full, for there was to be 
only one more night on which she would look out on those fields for a long time 
to come; but she thought little of leaving the mere scene, for, to her, bleak 
Snowfield had just as many charms.  She thought of all the dear people whom 
she had learned to care for among these peaceful fields, and who would now 
have a place in her loving remembrance for ever.  She thought of the struggles 
and the weariness that might lie before them in the rest of their life's journey, 
when she would be away from them, and know nothing of what was befalling 
them; and the pressure of this thought soon became too strong for her to enjoy 
the unresponding stillness of the moonlit fields.  She closed her eyes, that she 
might feel more intensely the presence of a Love and Sympathy deeper and more 
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befalling: (adj) incident. 
bolted: (adj) barred, Bolten, secured, 

firm, barricaded, blockaded, bolted 
attachment, fast, fastened, latched, 
tight. 

charms: (n) trinkets, jewelry, jewels. 
decked: (adj) bedecked, decked out, 

ornamented, decorated, festooned. 
disapproved: (adj) old-fashioned, 

contraband, chid. 
finery: (n) regalia, clothing, attire, 

decoration, dress, pinchbeck,  

spangle, trimmings, gimcrack; (adj, n) 
tinsel, gewgaw. ANTONYM: (n) rags.

hedgerow: (n) fence, fencing. 
leaping: (n) jump, bounce, bound, 

leap, spring, saltation, bouncing; (v) 
jumping; (adj, v) bounding; (adj) 
springing; (adv) leapingly. 

milch: (adj) milk. 
moonlit: (adj) moony, dreamy, bright. 

ANTONYM: (adj) moonless. 
silvered: (adj) gray, silvery. 
stillness: (n) hush, calmness,  

immobility, serenity, silence, 
quietness, peacefulness; (adj, n) calm, 
quiet, peace, still. ANTONYMS: (n) 
bustle, movement, uproar, motion, 
turbulence, turmoil, vigor, 
disturbance, chaos, agitation. 

strutting: (n) boasting, stiffening, 
bracing; (adj) boastful. 

weariness: (n) exhaustion, tiredness, 
lassitude, languor, asthenopia, 
defatigation, grogginess, listlessness, 
boredom, ennui, prostration. 
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tender than was breathed from the earth and sky.  That was often Dinah's mode 
of praying in solitude.  Simply to close her eyes and to feel herself enclosed by 
the Divine Presence; then gradually her fears, her yearning anxieties for others, 
melted away like ice-crystals in a warm ocean.  She had sat in this way perfectly 
still, with her hands crossed on her lap and the pale light resting on her calm 
face, for at least ten minutes when she was startled by a loud sound, apparently 
of something falling in Hetty's room.  But like all sounds that fall on our ears in a 
state of abstraction, it had no distinct character, but was simply loud and 
startling, so that she felt uncertain whether she had interpreted it rightly.  She 
rose and listened, but all was quiet afterwards, and she reflected that Hetty 
might merely have knocked something down in getting into bed.  She began 
slowly to undress; but now, owing to the suggestions of this sound, her thoughts 
became concentrated on Hetty--that sweet young thing, with life and all its trials 
before her--the solemn daily duties of the wife and mother--and her mind so 
unprepared for them all, bent merely on little foolish, selfish pleasures, like a 
child hugging its toys in the beginning of a long toilsome journey in which it will 
have to bear hunger and cold and unsheltered darkness.  Dinah felt a double care 
for Hetty, because she shared Seth's anxious interest in his brother's lot, and she 
had not come to the conclusion that Hetty did not love Adam well enough to 
marry him.  She saw too clearly the absence of any warm, self-devoting love in 
Hetty's nature to regard the coldness of her behaviour towards Adam as any 
indication that he was not the man she would like to have for a husband.  And 
this blank in Hetty's nature, instead of exciting Dinah's dislike, only touched her 
with a deeper pity: the lovely face and form affected her as beauty always affects 
a pure and tender mind, free from selfish jealousies.  It was an excellent divine 
gift, that gave a deeper pathos to the need, the sin, the sorrow with which it was 
mingled, as the canker in a lily-white bud is more grievous to behold than in a 
common pot-herb.%

By the time Dinah had undressed and put on her night-gown, this feeling 
about Hetty had gathered a painful intensity; her imagination had created a 
thorny thicket of sin and sorrow, in which she saw the poor thing struggling 
torn and bleeding, looking with tears for rescue and finding none.  It was in this 
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behold: (v) see, view, contemplate, 
regard, perceive, observe, look, 
consider, discern, descry, watch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, disregard, 
ignore, overlook. 

canker: (n) cancer, corruption, blight; 
(v) corrode, erode; (adj, n) rot; (adj, v) 
pollute, vitiate; (adj) contaminate, 
poison, taint. ANTONYMS: (v) help, 
protect. 

lily-white: (adj) good. 
pathos: (v) emotion, inspiration,  

impression, affection; (n) poignancy, 
pity, ruth, commiseration, grief, 
poignance, sympathy. 

pleasures: (n) pleasure. 
thicket: (n) brake, coppice, brush, 

grove, spinney, bush, brushwood, 
cluster, underbrush, undergrowth, 
underwood. 

thorny: (adj) prickly, difficult, spiny, 
briery, hard, sharp, burry, awkward, 
barbed, knotty, tricky. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) simple, smooth, easy,  

straightforward, unpointed, solvable, 
dull. 

toilsome: (adj) arduous, hard, difficult, 
strenuous, backbreaking, severe, 
heavy, painful, tough, grueling; (adj, 
v) wearisome. 

undressed: (adj) naked, unclad, 
unclothed, bare, raw, stripped, 
unattired, unappareled, crude, rough, 
disrobed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
covered, decent. 
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way that Dinah's imagination and sympathy acted and reacted habitually, each 
heightening the other.  She felt a deep longing to go now and pour into Hetty's 
ear all the words of tender warning and appeal that rushed into her mind.  But 
perhaps Hetty was already asleep.  Dinah put her ear to the partition and heard 
still some slight noises, which convinced her that Hetty was not yet in bed.  Still 
she hesitated; she was not quite certain of a divine direction; the voice that told 
her to go to Hetty seemed no stronger that the other voice which said that Hetty 
was weary, and that going to her now in an unseasonable moment would only 
tend to close her heart more obstinately.  Dinah was not satisfied without a more 
unmistakable guidance than those inward voices.  There was light enough for 
her, if she opened her Bible, to discern the text sufficiently to know what it 
would say to her.  She knew the physiognomy of every page, and could tell on 
what book she opened, sometimes on what chapter, without seeing title or 
number.  It was a small thick Bible, worn quite round at the edges.  Dinah laid it 
sideways on the window ledge, where the light was strongest, and then opened 
it with her forefinger.  The first words she looked at were those at the top of the 
left-hand page: "And they all wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck and kissed him."  
That was enough for Dinah; she had opened on that memorable parting at 
Ephesus, when Paul had felt bound to open his heart in a last exhortation and 
warning.  She hesitated no longer, but, opening her own door gently, went and 
tapped on Hetty's.  We know she had to tap twice, because Hetty had to put out 
her candles and throw off her black lace scarf; but after the second tap the door 
was opened immediately.  Dinah said, "Will you let me come in, Hetty?" and 
Hetty, without speaking, for she was confused and vexed, opened the door 
wider and let her in.%

What a strange contrast the two figures made, visible enough in that mingled 
twilight and moonlight!  Hetty, her cheeks flushed and her eyes glistening from 
her imaginary drama, her beautiful neck and arms bare, her hair hanging in a 
curly tangle down her back, and the baubles in her ears.  Dinah, covered with her 
long white dress, her pale face full of subdued emotion, almost like a lovely 
corpse into which the soul has returned charged with sublimer secrets and a 
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discern: (v) differentiate, see, 
comprehend, detect, distinguish, 
make out, perceive, find, note; (n, v) 
descry; (adj, v) recognize. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, neglect, 
disregard, observe, overlook. 

forefinger: (n) index finger, index, 
forefingers, paw, thumb, hand, 
exponent, antenna, feeler. 

habitually: (adv) usually, ordinarily, 
normally, generally, regularly, 
frequently, commonly, routinely,  

wontedly, conventionally, 
commonplacely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unusually, seldom, erratically, 
exceptionally, occasionally. 

heightening: (n) rise, building, 
augmentation, elevation, escalation, 
exacerbation, growth, worsening, 
amplification; (adj) cumulative, 
ornamental. 

obstinately: (adv) obdurately, 
mulishly, persistently, perversely, 
doggedly, refractorily, unyieldingly, 

willfully, pigheadedly, waywardly, 
firmly. ANTONYM: (adv) helpfully. 

physiognomy: (n) face, kisser, phiz, 
visage, mug, look, brow, contour, 
aspect, physnomy , metoposcopy. 

tapped: (adj) poor, powerless, helpless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) untapped. 

unseasonable: (adj) inopportune, 
inappropriate, premature, ill timed, 
improper, immature, inconvenient, 
ill-timed, inept, unchancy; (v) 
illtimed. 
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sublimer love.  They were nearly of the same height; Dinah evidently a little the 
taller as she put her arm round Hetty's waist and kissed her forehead.%

"I knew you were not in bed, my dear," she said, in her sweet clear voice, 
which was irritating to Hetty, mingling with her own peevish vexation like 
music with jangling chains, "for I heard you moving; and I longed to speak to 
you again to-night, for it is the last but one that I shall be here, and we don't 
know what may happen to-morrow to keep us apart.  Shall I sit down with you 
while you do up your hair?" 

"Oh yes," said Hetty, hastily turning round and reaching the second chair in 
the room, glad that Dinah looked as if she did not notice her ear-rings. 

Dinah sat down, and Hetty began to brush together her hair before twisting 
it up, doing it with that air of excessive indifference which belongs to confused 
self-consciousness.  But the expression of Dinah's eyes gradually relieved her; 
they seemed unobservant of all details. 

"Dear Hetty," she said, "It has been borne in upon my mind to- night that you 
may some day be in trouble--trouble is appointed for us all here below, and there 
comes a time when we need more comfort and help than the things of this life 
can give.  I want to tell you that if ever you are in trouble, and need a friend that 
will always feel for you and love you, you have got that friend in Dinah Morris 
at Snowfield, and if you come to her, or send for her, she'll never forget this night 
and the words she is speaking to you now.  Will you remember it, Hetty?" 

"Yes," said Hetty, rather frightened.  "But why should you think I shall be in 
trouble?  Do you know of anything?" 

Hetty had seated herself as she tied on her cap, and now Dinah leaned 
forwards and took her hands as she answered, "Because, dear, trouble comes to 
us all in this life: we set our hearts on things which it isn't God's will for us to 
have, and then we go sorrowing; the people we love are taken from us, and we 
can joy in nothing because they are not with us; sickness comes, and we faint 
under the burden of our feeble bodies; we go astray and do wrong, and bring 
ourselves into trouble with our fellow-men.  There is no man or woman born into 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bodies: (n) people, public. 
feeble: (adj) delicate, decrepit, ailing, 

helpless, powerless, poor, mild, lax, 
thin; (adj, v) faint, debilitated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, vigorous, 
hearty, tough, effective, powerful, 
unrelenting, robust, potent, 
persuasive, able. 

hastily: (adv) hurriedly, rapidly, 
quickly, rashly, promptly, suddenly, 
thoughtlessly, impetuously, swiftly, 
imprudently, speedily. ANTONYMS: 

(adv) carefully, unhurriedly, 
industriously, sensibly, prudently, 
late, calmly, thoroughly, patiently, 
gradually, cautiously. 

irritating: (adj) infuriating, 
bothersome, annoying, exasperating, 
irksome, irritative, vexatious, 
aggravating, troublesome, irritant; (v) 
stinging. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
soothing, calming, delightful, 
pleasant. 

jangling: (n) janglery; (adj) harsh,  

dissonant, discordant, strident, 
cacophonic, cacophonous. 

twisting: (adj) tortuous, winding, 
sinuous, crooked, zigzag, 
meandering; (n) distortion, turn, spin, 
torsion, overrefinement. 

unobservant: (adj) heedless, 
unheeding, thoughtless, oblivious, 
unmindful, neglectful, careless, 
regardless, sightless, indifferent, 
lacking sight. ANTONYM: (adj) 
observant. 
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this world to whom some of these trials do not fall, and so I feel that some of 
them must happen to you; and I desire for you, that while you are young you 
should seek for strength from your Heavenly Father, that you may have a 
support which will not fail you in the evil day." 

Dinah paused and released Hetty's hands that she might not hinder her.  
Hetty sat quite still; she felt no response within herself to Dinah's anxious 
affection; but Dinah's words uttered with solemn pathetic distinctness, affected 
her with a chill fear.  Her flush had died away almost to paleness; she had the 
timidity of a luxurious pleasure-seeking nature, which shrinks from the hint of 
pain.  Dinah saw the effect, and her tender anxious pleading became the more 
earnest, till Hetty, full of a vague fear that something evil was some time to befall 
her, began to cry.%

It is our habit to say that while the lower nature can never understand the 
higher, the higher nature commands a complete view of the lower.  But I think 
the higher nature has to learn this comprehension, as we learn the art of vision, 
by a good deal of hard experience, often with bruises and gashes incurred in 
taking things up by the wrong end, and fancying our space wider than it is.  
Dinah had never seen Hetty affected in this way before, and, with her usual 
benignant hopefulness, she trusted it was the stirring of a divine impulse.  She 
kissed the sobbing thing, and began to cry with her for grateful joy.  But Hetty 
was simply in that excitable state of mind in which there is no calculating what 
turn the feelings may take from one moment to another, and for the first time she 
became irritated under Dinah's caress.  She pushed her away impatiently, and 
said, with a childish sobbing voice, "Don't talk to me so, Dinah.  Why do you 
come to frighten me?  I've never done anything to you.  Why can't you let me 
be?" 

Poor Dinah felt a pang.  She was too wise to persist, and only said mildly, 
"Yes, my dear, you're tired; I won't hinder you any longer.  Make haste and get 
into bed.  Good-night." 
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caress: (v) stroke, fondle, tickle, pat, 
pet, kiss, nuzzle, cuddle, coddle; (n, 
v) touch; (n) endearment. 
ANTONYM: (n) hit. 

distinctness: (n) clearness, sharpness, 
definition, otherness, perspicuity, 
discreteness, articulate sound, 
separation, uncloudedness, 
dissimilarity; (adj) conspicuousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) indistinctness. 

excitable: (adj) nervous, irritable, 
combustible, hasty, edgy, fiery,  

sensitive, volatile, passionate, warm, 
quick. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unexcitable, calm, unflappable, 
easygoing, easy, tranquil, reliable, 
mild. 

fancying: (n) daydream, fantasy. 
hopefulness: (n) optimism, 

anticipation, hope, confidence, 
enthusiasm, aspiration, buoyancy, 
cheerfulness, condition, happiness, 
heart of grace. ANTONYMS: (n) 
despair, disappointment, pessimism.

paleness: (adj, n) pallor; (n) pallidness, 
wanness, whiteness, achromasia, 
blondness, lividity, luridness, 
lividness, fairness, pale. ANTONYM: 
(n) strength. 

pang: (n) pain, torture, ache, agony, 
twinge, affliction, sting, stab, distress, 
ailment, cramp. 

pleasure-seeking: (adj) gay, sensuous. 
uttered: (adj) expressed, express, 

verbalised, verbalized, vocal, explicit, 
oral; (v) spoke, quoth, said. 
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She went out of the room almost as quietly and quickly as if she had been a 
ghost; but once by the side of her own bed, she threw herself on her knees and 
poured out in deep silence all the passionate pity that filled her heart.%

As for Hetty, she was soon in the wood again--her waking dreams being 
merged in a sleeping life scarcely more fragmentary and confused. 
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fragmentary: (adj) broken, scrappy, 
incomplete, partial, fragmental, 
unfinished, odd, fractionary, 
inconsiderable, fragmented; (adj, adv) 
piecemeal. ANTONYM: (adj) entire. 

ghost: (n, v) apparition, specter; (n) 
shade, spirit, demon, soul, spook, 
spectre, goblin, appearance, monster.

knees: (n) knee. 
merged: (adj) integrated, 

amalgamated, unified, incorporate, 
united, fused, combined,  

interconnected, mixed, intermingled, 
complex. 

passionate: (adj, v) ardent, impetuous; 
(adj) hot, excited, burning, angry, 
fervent, fierce, animated, earnest; 
(adj, adv) fiery. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indifferent, mild, passionless, 
unenthusiastic, cold, calm, 
halfhearted, cool, lukewarm, weak, 
uninterested. 

scarcely: (adv) narrowly, rarely, 
hardly, just, scarce, uncommonly,  

insufficiently, scantily, scantly, only 
just, seldom. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
easily, liberally. 

sleeping: (adj) asleep, inactive, latent, 
sleepy, vegetive, vegetative; (n) 
dormancy, noctambulism, 
quiescence, quiescency, short sleep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) active; (n) 
waking. 

waking: (adj) wakeful; (n) awakening, 
wakefulness, consciousness. 
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CHAPTER  XV I  

 
L INK S  

 
 

Arthur Donnithorne, you remember, is under an engagement with himself to 
go and see Mr. Irwine this Friday morning, and he is awake and dressing so 
early that he determines to go before breakfast, instead of after.  The rector, he 
knows, breakfasts alone at half-past nine, the ladies of the family having a 
different breakfast-hour; Arthur will have an early ride over the hill and 
breakfast with him.  One can say everything best over a meal.%

The progress of civilization has made a breakfast or a dinner an easy and 
cheerful substitute for more troublesome and disagreeable ceremonies.  We take 
a less gloomy view of our errors now our father confessor listens to us over his 
egg and coffee.  We are more distinctly conscious that rude penances are out of 
the question for gentlemen in an enlightened age, and that mortal sin is not 
incompatible with an appetite for muffins.  An assault on our pockets, which in 
more barbarous times would have been made in the brusque form of a pistol-
shot, is quite a well-bred and smiling procedure now it has become a request for 
a loan thrown in as an easy parenthesis between the second and third glasses of 
claret. 
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barbarous: (adj) barbaric, savage, 
gothic, brutal, heathen, truculent, 
rude, fell, ferocious, fierce, 
uncivilized. ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, 
cultured, civilized, sophisticated, 
refined, humane. 

brusque: (adj) blunt, curt, 
discourteous, short, gruff, surly, 
brief, bluff, rude, uncouth, hasty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gracious, 
courteous, considerate, kind, civil, 
gentle, friendly, rambling, hesitant. 

claret: (v) cider, Brazil tea, ice water; 
(n) blood, red wine, Bordeaux, red; 
(adj) dark red, burgundy, cherry, 
crimson. 

confessor: (n) priest, penitentiary, 
communicator, shriver, minister, 
Holy Father, father. 

disagreeable: (adj) nasty, offensive, 
uncomfortable, distasteful, 
cantankerous, cross, ungrateful, 
abhorrent, horrible, bad, painful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, friendly, 

amiable, inoffensive, acceptable, 
desirable, easygoing, happy, 
pleasing, sweet, nice. 

parenthesis: (n) brackets, bracket, 
digression, interlude, episode, 
anastrophe, metastasis, hyperbaton, 
hypallage, excursus, anastrophy. 

well-bred: (adj) courteous, mannerly, 
urbane, civil, genteel, gentlemanly, 
refined, nice, sophisticated, 
thoughtful, debonair. 
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Still, there was this advantage in the old rigid forms, that they committed you 
to the fulfilment of a resolution by some outward deed: when you have put your 
mouth to one end of a hole in a stone wall and are aware that there is an 
expectant ear at the other end, you are more likely to say what you came out 
with the intention of saying than if you were seated with your legs in an easy 
attitude under the mahogany with a companion who will have no reason to be 
surprised if you have nothing particular to say.%

However, Arthur Donnithorne, as he winds among the pleasant lanes on 
horseback in the morning sunshine, has a sincere determination to open his heart 
to the rector, and the swirling sound of the scythe as he passes by the meadow is 
all the pleasanter to him because of this honest purpose.  He is glad to see the 
promise of settled weather now, for getting in the hay, about which the farmers 
have been fearful; and there is something so healthful in the sharing of a joy that 
is general and not merely personal, that this thought about the hay-harvest reacts 
on his state of mind and makes his resolution seem an easier matter.  A man 
about town might perhaps consider that these influences were not to be felt out 
of a child's story-book; but when you are among the fields and hedgerows, it is 
impossible to maintain a consistent superiority to simple natural pleasures. 

Arthur had passed the village of Hayslope and was approaching the Broxton 
side of the hill, when, at a turning in the road, he saw a figure about a hundred 
yards before him which it was impossible to mistake for any one else than Adam 
Bede, even if there had been no grey, tailless shepherd-dog at his heels.  He was 
striding along at his usual rapid pace, and Arthur pushed on his horse to 
overtake him, for he retained too much of his boyish feeling for Adam to miss an 
opportunity of chatting with him.  I will not say that his love for that good fellow 
did not owe some of its force to the love of patronage: our friend Arthur liked to 
do everything that was handsome, and to have his handsome deeds recognized. 

Adam looked round as he heard the quickening clatter of the horse's heels, 
and waited for the horseman, lifting his paper cap from his head with a bright 
smile of recognition.  Next to his own brother Seth, Adam would have done 
more for Arthur Donnithorne than for any other young man in the world.  There 
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clatter: (n, v) rattle, jingle, bang, clank, 
clang, roll, clink; (v) clash, chatter; (n) 
noise, racket. ANTONYM: (n) quiet. 

fulfilment: (n) achievement, 
accomplishment, fulfillment, 
completion, fruition, discharge, 
consummation, effectuation, 
satisfaction, pursuance, prosecution. 

healthful: (adj) healthy, hale, 
salubrious, beneficial, hygienic, 
sanitary, wholesome, salutary, 
remedial, good, nourishing.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) unhealthful, 
unsanitary, unhealthy. 

legs: (v) pegs, trotters, pins; (n) 
patience, pedestal, stamina. 

mahogany: (n) brown, kalantas, 
hardtack, tree, wood, table, 
mahogany tree, cedar mahogany, 
mahogany wood. 

meadow: (n) hayfield, lea, mead, 
grassland, plain, lawn, sward, 
grazing land, greensward, pasturage, 
paddock. 

outward: (adj) external, apparent, 
extrinsic, outer, superficial, surface, 
outside, ostensible, foreign, outdoor; 
(adv) out. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) 
inward; (adj) inner, internal, deep. 

quickening: (n) hurrying, hastening, 
speedup; (v) hasten, lively, flowing, 
having life, ignited, laving; (adj) 
bracing, moving. 

swirling: (adj) whirling, spinning, 
moving, billowy. 

tailless: (adj) acaudate, ecaudate. 
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was %hardly anything he would not rather have lost than the two-feet ruler 
which he always carried in his pocket; it was Arthur's present, bought with his 
pocket-money when he was a fair-haired lad of eleven, and when he had 
profited so well by Adam's lessons in carpentering and turning as to embarrass 
every female in the house with gifts of superfluous thread-reels and round boxes.  
Adam had quite a pride in the little squire in those early days, and the feeling 
had only become slightly modified as the fair-haired lad had grown into the 
whiskered young man.  Adam, I confess, was very susceptible to the influence of 
rank, and quite ready to give an extra amount of respect to every one who had 
more advantages than himself, not being a philosopher or a proletaire with 
democratic ideas, but simply a stout-limbed clever carpenter wlth a large fund of 
reverence in his nature, which inclined him to admit all established claims unless 
he saw very clear grounds for questioning them.  He had no theories about 
setting the world to rights, but he saw there was a great deal of damage done by 
building with ill-seasoned timber--by ignorant men in fine clothes making plans 
for outhouses and workshops and the like without knowing the bearings of 
things--by slovenly joiners' work, and by hasty contracts that could never be 
fulfilled without ruining somebody; and he resolved, for his part, to set his face 
against such doings.  On these points he would have maintained his opinion 
against the largest landed proprietor in Loamshire or Stonyshire either; but he 
felt that beyond these it would be better for him to defer to people who were 
more knowing than himself.  He saw as plainly as possible how ill the woods on 
the estate were managed, and the shameful state of the farm-buildings; and if old 
Squire Donnithorne had asked him the effect of this mismanagement, he would 
have spoken his opinion without flinching, but the impulse to a respectful 
demeanour towards a "gentleman" would have been strong within him all the 
while.  The word "gentleman" had a spell for Adam, and, as he often said, he 
"couldn't abide a fellow who thought he made himself fine by being coxy to's 
betters."  I must remind you again that Adam had the blood of the peasant in his 
veins, and that since he was in his prime half a century ago, you must expect 
some of his characteristics to be obsolete. 
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contracts: (n) business. 
defer: (v) adjourn, postpone, comply, 

procrastinate, bow, suspend, retard, 
accede, protract; (adj, v) put off; (n, v) 
delay. ANTONYMS: (v) advance, 
rush, hurry, hasten, forge, disagree, 
expedite, continue, resist. 

demeanour: (n) behavior, behaviour, 
conduct, demeanor, comportment, 
deportment, manner, citizenship, 
correctitude, carriage, attitude. 

fair-haired: (n) blonde; (adj) pet,  

favorite, beloved, favored, dear, 
precious. 

flinching: (adj) diffident. 
mismanagement: (n) 

maladministration, error, 
malpractice, miscarriage, 
management, misbehavior, 
delinquency, abuse, misdemeanor, 
misgovernment, bad behavior. 

proletaire: (n) commoner, democrat, 
plebeian, roturier, Mr, republican, 
proletary, one of the people. 

ruining: (n) ruin, laying waste, 
devastation, wrecking, razing, 
damage, collapse, desolation, 
destruction, dilapidation; (adj) 
deleterious. 

slovenly: (adj) careless, untidy, sloppy, 
frowzy, dowdy, unkempt, negligent, 
frowsy, messy, disheveled; (adv) 
slatternly. ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, 
neat, diligent. 

whiskered: (adj) barbate, bewhiskered, 
fleecy, hairy, unshaven, whiskery. 
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Towards the young squire this instinctive reverence of Adam's was assisted 
by boyish memories and personal regard so you may imagine that he thought far 
more of Arthur's good qualities, and attached far more value to very slight 
actions of his, than if they had been the qualities and actions of a common 
workman like himself.  He felt sure it would be a fine day for everybody about 
Hayslope when the young squire came into the estate--such a generous open- 
hearted disposition as he had, and an "uncommon" notion about improvements 
and repairs, considering he was only just coming of age.  Thus there was both 
respect and affection in the smile with which he raised his paper cap as Arthur 
Donnithorne rode up.%

"Well, Adam, how are you?" said Arthur, holding out his hand.  He never 
shook hands with any of the farmers, and Adam felt the honour keenly.  "I could 
swear to your back a long way off.  It's just the same back, only broader, as when 
you used to carry me on it.  Do you remember?" 

"Aye, sir, I remember.  It 'ud be a poor look-out if folks didn't remember what 
they did and said when they were lads.  We should think no more about old 
friends than we do about new uns, then." 

"You're going to Broxton, I suppose?" said Arthur, putting his horse on at a 
slow pace while Adam walked by his side.  "Are you going to the rectory?" 

"No, sir, I'm going to see about Bradwell's barn.  They're afraid of the roof 
pushing the walls out, and I'm going to see what can be done with it before we 
send the stuff and the workmen." 

"Why, Burge trusts almost everything to you now, Adam, doesn't he?  I 
should think he will make you his partner soon.  He will, if he's wise." 

"Nay, sir, I don't see as he'd be much the better off for that.  A foreman, if he's 
got a conscience and delights in his work, will do his business as well as if he 
was a partner.  I wouldn't give a penny for a man as 'ud drive a nail in slack 
because he didn't get extra pay for it." 

"I know that, Adam; I know you work for him as well as if you were working 
for yourself.  But you would have more power than you have now, and could 
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barn: (n) outhouse, shed, cowshed, 
cowhouse, stable, bawn, grange, 
byre, godown, granary, storehouse. 

delights: (n) delices. 
foreman: (n) boss, master, overseer, 

gaffer, supervisor, ganger, craftsman, 
straw boss, foreperson, leader, 
foremen. ANTONYM: (n) worker. 

instinctive: (adj) inherent, inborn, 
automatic, natural, mechanical, 
spontaneous, intuitive, unconscious, 
gut, reflex; (adj, v) involuntary.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) learned, stilted, 
deliberate, factual, systematic, 
trained, spiritual. 

keenly: (adv) eagerly, zealously, 
piercingly, acutely, cuttingly, 
ardently, strongly, lively, 
penetratingly, fervently, avidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unenthusiastically, apathetically, 
faintly, reluctantly, patiently, 
passively, halfheartedly, vaguely. 

reverence: (n, v) respect, regard, fear,  

worship, honor, esteem, adore; (n) 
deference, adoration, admiration, 
awe. ANTONYMS: (n) despise, 
disrespect, irreverence, disdain, 
disparagement, contempt; (v) 
dishonor. 

slack: (adj, v) loose, lax, remiss, slow, 
dull; (adj) indolent, negligent, idle, 
flaccid, limp, baggy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) strict, taut, thorough, brisk, 
diligent, attentive, upright, prompt, 
meticulous; (v) tighten; (n) tautness. 
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turn the business to better account perhaps.  The old man must give up his 
business sometime, and he has no son; I suppose he'll want a son-in-law who can 
take to it.  But he has rather grasping fingers of his own, I fancy.  I daresay he 
wants a man who can put some money into the business.  If I were not as poor as 
a rat, I would gladly invest some money in that way, for the sake of having you 
settled on the estate.  I'm sure I should profit by it in the end.  And perhaps I 
shall be better off in a year or two.  I shall have a larger allowance now I'm of 
age; and when I've paid off a debt or two, I shall be able to look about me."%

"You're very good to say so, sir, and I'm not unthankful.  But"-- Adam 
continued, in a decided tone--"I shouldn't like to make any offers to Mr. Burge, or 
t' have any made for me.  I see no clear road to a partnership.  If he should ever 
want to dispose of the business, that 'ud be a different matter.  I should be glad 
of some money at a fair interest then, for I feel sure I could pay it off in time." 

"Very well, Adam," said Arthur, remembering what Mr. Irwine had said 
about a probable hitch in the love-making between Adam and Mary Burge, 
"we'll say no more about it at present.  When is your father to be buried?" 

"On Sunday, sir; Mr. Irwine's coming earlier on purpose.  I shall be glad 
when it's over, for I think my mother 'ull perhaps get easier then.  It cuts one 
sadly to see the grief of old people; they've no way o' working it off, and the new 
spring brings no new shoots out on the withered tree." 

"Ah, you've had a good deal of trouble and vexation in your life, Adam.  I 
don't think you've ever been hare-brained and light- hearted, like other 
youngsters.  You've always had some care on your mind." 

"Why, yes, sir; but that's nothing to make a fuss about.  If we're men and have 
men's feelings, I reckon we must have men's troubles.  We can't be like the birds, 
as fly from their nest as soon as they've got their wings, and never know their kin 
when they see 'em, and get a fresh lot every year.  I've had enough to be thankful 
for: I've allays had health and strength and brains to give me a delight in my 
work; and I count it a great thing as I've had Bartle Massey's night-school to go 
to.  He's helped me to knowledge I could never ha' got by myself." 
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cuts: (n) film waste. 
dispose: (n, v) incline, order, influence; 

(v) adjust, predispose, position, place, 
lead, tend; (n) bias, array. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disturb, disqualify, 
displace, disorder, disincline, 
disarrange. 

gladly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gleefully, 
contentedly, cheerfully, fain, joyfully, 
jovially, cheerily, delightedly, 
gladsomely, readily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) reluctantly, unwillingly, sadly,  

resentfully, miserably. 
hare-brained: (adj) zany, idiotic, 

wacky. 
hitch: (v) fasten, attach; (n, v) catch, 

limp, hobble, arrest; (n) hindrance, 
drawback, barrier, difficulty, check. 
ANTONYMS: (n) advantage, ease, 
help; (v) detach, undo. 

sometime: (adv) someday, once, one 
day, formerly, sooner or later; (adj) 
quondam, erstwhile, former, old, late; 
(adj, adv) sometimes. 

troubles: (n) dilemma, evils, harms, 
ills. 

unthankful: (adj) thankless, 
unmindful, ungratifying, 
unacceptable, showing no gratitude, 
unappreciated, disagreeable, 
unappreciative. ANTONYM: (adj) 
grateful. 

withered: (adj) wizened, sear, 
shriveled, thin, shrunken, dry, dried 
up, wilted, faded, wizen; (v) lame. 
ANTONYM: (adj) plump. 
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"What a rare fellow you are, Adam!" said Arthur, after a pause, in which he 
had looked musingly at the big fellow walking by his side.  "I could hit out better 
than most men at Oxford, and yet I believe you would knock me into next week 
if I were to have a baltle with you."%

"God forbid I should ever do that, sir," said Adam, looking round at Arthur 
and smiling.  "I used to fight for fun, but I've never done that since I was the 
cause o' poor Gil Tranter being laid up for a fortnight.  I'll never fight any man 
again, only when he behaves like a scoundrel.  If you get hold of a chap that's got 
no shame nor conscience to stop him, you must try what you can do by bunging 
his eyes up." 

Arthur did not laugh, for he was preoccupied with some thought that made 
him say presently, "I should think now, Adam, you never have any struggles 
within yourself.  I fancy you would master a wish that you had made up your 
mind it was not quite right to indulge, as easily as you would knock down a 
drunken fellow who was quarrelsome with you.  I mean, you are never shilly-
shally, first making up your mind that you won't do a thing, and then doing it 
after all?" 

"Well," said Adam, slowly, after a moment's hesitation, "no.  I don't 
remember ever being see-saw in that way, when I'd made my mind up, as you 
say, that a thing was wrong.  It takes the taste out o' my mouth for things, when I 
know I should have a heavy conscience after 'em.  I've seen pretty clear, ever 
since I could cast up a sum, as you can never do what's wrong without breeding 
sin and trouble more than you can ever see.  It's like a bit o' bad workmanship--
you never see th' end o' the mischief it'll do.  And it's a poor look-out to come 
into the world to make your fellow-creatures worse off instead o' better.  But 
there's a difference between the things folks call wrong.  I'm not for making a sin 
of every little fool's trick, or bit o' nonsense anybody may be let into, like some o' 
them dissenters.  And a man may have two minds whether it isn't worthwhile to 
get a bruise or two for the sake of a bit o' fun.  But it isn't my way to be see- saw 
about anything: I think my fault lies th' other way.  When I've said a thing, if it's 
only to myself, it's hard for me to go back." 
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bruise: (n, v) hurt, wound; (v) crush, 
pound, mash, contuse, grind, bray; 
(n) contusion, hematoma; (adj, n) 
buffet. 

indulge: (n, v) gratify, humor; (v) 
coddle, cosset, baby, pamper, spoil, 
satisfy, please, mollycoddle, cocker. 
ANTONYMS: (v) frustrate, deprive, 
stifle, neglect, deny, displease, fast. 

mischief: (adj, n) evil, hurt, harm; (n) 
damage, ill, detriment, disadvantage, 
devilry, caper, devilment,  

maleficence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
obedience, beneficence, help. 

musingly: (adv) thoughtfully, 
ponderingly, meditatively, 
contemplatively, reflectively, 
ruminatively, broodingly, deep in 
thought. ANTONYM: (adv) 
unthinkingly. 

quarrelsome: (adj) argumentative, 
belligerent, combative, cantankerous, 
aggressive, disputatious, ugly, 
currish, termagant; (adj, n)  

contentious; (adj, v) fretful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) agreeable, 
peaceful, amiable. 

scoundrel: (n, v) rascal; (n) knave, 
blackguard, cad, villain, ruffian, 
miscreant, crook, rapscallion, varlet, 
scalawag. 

shilly-shally: (n) indecision, 
irresoluteness, irresolution, hesitance; 
(v) halt, vacillate, procrastinate, 
doubt, waste time; (adj) irresolute, 
hesitant. 
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"Yes, that's just what I expected of you," said Arthur.  "You've got an iron 
will, as well as an iron arm.  But however strong a man's resolution may be, it 
costs him something to carry it out, now and then.  We may determine not to 
gather any cherries and keep our hands sturdily in our pockets, but we can't 
prevent our mouths from watering."%

"That's true, sir, but there's nothing like settling with ourselves as there's a 
deal we must do without i' this life.  It's no use looking on life as if it was 
Treddles'on Fair, where folks only go to see shows and get fairings.  If we do, we 
shall find it different.  But where's the use o' me talking to you, sir?  You know 
better than I do." 

"I'm not so sure of that, Adam.  You've had four or five years of experience 
more than I've had, and I think your life has been a better school to you than 
college has been to me." 

"Why, sir, you seem to think o' college something like what Bartle Massey 
does.  He says college mostly makes people like bladders-- just good for nothing 
but t' hold the stuff as is poured into 'em.  But he's got a tongue like a sharp 
blade, Bartle has--it never touches anything but it cuts.  Here's the turning, sir.  I 
must bid you good-morning, as you're going to the rectory." 

"Good-bye, Adam, good-bye." 
Arthur gave his horse to the groom at the rectory gate, and walked along the 

gravel towards the door which opened on the garden.  He knew that the rector 
always breakfasted in his study, and the study lay on the left hand of this door, 
opposite the dining-room.  It was a small low room, belonging to the old part of 
the house-- dark with the sombre covers of the books that lined the walls; yet it 
looked very cheery this morning as Arthur reached the open window.  For the 
morning sun fell aslant on the great glass globe with gold fish in it, which stood 
on a scagliola pillar in front of the ready-spread bachelor breakfast-table, and by 
the side of this breakfast-table was a group which would have made any room 
enticing.  In the crimson damask easy-chair sat Mr. Irwine, with that radiant 
freshness which he always had when he came from his morning toilet; his finely 
formed plump white hand was playing along Juno's brown curly back; and close 
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aslant: (adj) oblique, inclined, slanting, 
diagonal, sloping, wry, awry; (adj, 
adv) aslope; (adv) slantingly, 
obliquely, athwart. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) level; (adv) straight. 

cheery: (adj) bright, joyful, jovial, 
buoyant, sunny, gay, genial, glad, 
upbeat, vivacious, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sad, depressing, 
miserable, funereal, unwelcoming, 
unfriendly, serious, dull, downbeat, 
down, troubled. 

crimson: (adj, n) carmine, ruby, scarlet, 
maroon; (v) blush, flush, redden; (adj) 
bloody, ruddy, cherry; (n) deep red. 

damask: (n) fabric, napery, purple, 
magenta, red, fancier, cloth. 

enticing: (adj, v) alluring; (adj) 
tempting, attractive, beguiling, 
inviting, seductive, engaging, 
fetching, appealing, fascinating, 
enthralling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unappealing, unattractive, revolting. 

good-bye: (n) bye, farewell, goodbye, 

goodby, vale, adios, cheerio. 
groom: (n) equerry, bridegroom, 

stableman, hostler; (v) prepare, dress, 
arrange, train, coach, tidy, curry. 

scagliola: (n) paktong, albata, 
Britannia metal, false jewelry, 
German silver, paint, paste, ormolu. 

sturdily: (adv) strongly, firmly, stoutly, 
solidly, robustly, hardily, powerfully, 
soundly, hardly, substantially, 
stalwartly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
lightly, flimsily, slightly. 
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to Juno's tail, which was wagging with calm matronly pleasure, the two brown 
pups were rolling over each other in an ecstatic duet of worrying noises.  On a 
cushion a little removed sat Pug, with the air of a maiden lady, who looked on 
these familiarities as animal weaknesses, which she made as little show as 
possible of observing.  On the table, at Mr. Irwine~s elbow, lay the first volume 
of the Foulis Æschylus, which Arthur knew well by sight; and the silver coffee- 
pot, which Carroll was bringing in, sent forth a fragrant steam which completed 
the delights of a bachelor breakfast.%

"Hallo, Arthur, that's a good fellow!  You're just in time," said Mr. Irwine, as 
Arthur paused and stepped in over the low window- sill.  "Carroll, we shall 
want more coffee and eggs, and haven't you got some cold fowl for us to eat 
with that ham?  Why, this is like old days, Arthur; you haven't been to breakfast 
with me these five years." 

"It was a tempting morning for a ride before breakfast," said Arthur; "and I 
used to like breakfasting with you so when I was reading with you.  My 
grandfather is always a few degrees colder at breakfast than at any other hour in 
the day.  I think his morning bath doesn't agree with him." 

Arthur was anxious not to imply that he came with any special purpose.  He 
had no sooner found himself in Mr. Irwine's presence than the confidence which 
he had thought quite easy before, suddenly appeared the most difficult thing in 
the world to him, and at the very moment of shaking hands he saw his purpose 
in quite a new light.  How could he make Irwine understand his position unless 
he told him those little scenes in the wood; and how could he tell them without 
looking like a fool?  And then his weakness in coming back from Gawaine's, and 
doing the very opposite of what he intended!  Irwine would think him a shilly- 
shally fellow ever after.  However, it must come out in an unpremeditated way; 
the conversation might lead up to it. 

"I like breakfast-time better than any other moment in the day," said Mr. 
Irwine.  "No dust has settled on one's mind then, and it presents a clear mirror to 
the rays of things.  I always have a favourite book by me at breakfast, and I enjoy 
the bits I pick up then so much, that regularly every morning it seems to me as if 
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bachelor: (adj) single, unmarried, 
unattached; (n) unmarried man, 
graduate, knight bachelor, widower, 
old bachelor, spinster, adult male, 
agamist. ANTONYMS: (adj) married; 
(n) husband. 

cushion: (n, v) pad, buffer; (v) insulate, 
soften, protect, bolster, mollify; (n) 
shock absorber, mat, pincushion; (adj, 
n) wadding. ANTONYMS: (v) harm, 
hurt, injure, exacerbate, expose. 

duet: (n) twosome, deuce, brace, pair, 

duo, duetto, dyad, two, Twain, 
Gemini, twins. 

ecstatic: (adj) delighted, excited, 
rhapsodic, rapt, exultant, blissful, 
joyful, elated, happy, transported; (n, 
v) thrilling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
depressed, down, unhappy, dejected, 
desolate, despairing, miserable, 
troubled, sad, calm. 

elbow: (n, v) poke, nudge, jolt; (n) 
cubitus, elbow joint, angle, 
articulation; (v) jostle, push, shove,  

crowd. 
fowl: (n) poultry, bird, domestic fowl, 

chick, cochin, birds, partlet, poult, 
hen, fowls, rooster. 

fragrant: (adj) spicy, odorous, balmy, 
sweet, odorant, scented, redolent, 
savory, fragrance, odoriferous, scent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smelly, putrid, 
malodorous, odorless. 

sill: (n) ledge, threshold, doorstep, 
rung, step, round, stone, cornerstone, 
sole, window sill, windowsill. 
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I should certainly become studious again.  But presently Dent brings up a poor 
fellow who has killed a hare, and when I've got through my 'justicing,' as Carroll 
calls it, I'm inclined for a ride round the glebe, and on my way back I meet with 
the master of the workhouse, who has got a long story of a mutinous pauper to 
tell me; and so the day goes on, and I'm always the same lazy fellow before 
evening sets in.  Besides, one wants the stimulus of sympathy, and I have never 
had that since poor D'Oyley left Treddleston.  If you had stuck to your books 
well, you rascal, I should have had a pleasanter prospect before me.  But 
scholarship doesn't run in your family blood."%

"No indeed.  It's well if I can remember a little inapplicable Latin to adorn 
my maiden speech in Parliament six or seven years hence.  'Cras ingens 
iterabimus aequor,' and a few shreds of that sort, will perhaps stick to me, and I 
shall arrange my opinions so as to introduce them.  But I don't think a 
knowledge of the classics is a pressing want to a country gentleman; as far as I 
can see, he'd much better have a knowledge of manures.  I've been reading your 
friend Arthur Young's books lately, and there's nothing I should like better than 
to carry out some of his ideas in putting the farmers on a better management of 
their land; and, as he says, making what was a wild country, all of the same dark 
hue, bright and variegated with corn and cattle.  My grandfather will never let 
me have any power while he lives, but there's nothing I should like better than to 
undertake the Stonyshire side of the estate--it's in a dismal condition--and set 
improvements on foot, and gallop about from one place to another and overlook 
them.  I should like to know all the labourers, and see them touching their hats to 
me with a look of goodwill." 

"Bravo, Arthur!  A man who has no feeling for the classics couldn't make a 
better apology for coming into the world than by increasing the quantity of food 
to maintain scholars--and rectors who appreciate scholars.  And whenever you 
enter on your career of model landlord may I be there to see.  You'll want a 
portly rector to complete the picture, and take his tithe of all the respect and 
honour you get by your hard work.  Only don't set your heart too strongly on the 
goodwill you are to get in consequence.  I'm not sure that men are the fondest of 
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adorn: (v) deck, dress, embellish, 
ornament, beautify, enrich, grace, 
trim, garnish, gild, blazon. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mar, disfigure, 
deform, deface, damage, hurt. 

bravo: (v) murderer, slayer, Cain, 
matador, sabreur; (n) thug, 
liquidator; (adj) bully, hotspur, enfant 
perdu, scapegrace. 

glebe: (n) clod, soil, glebe-land, 
deanery, benefice, earth, marl, loam, 
mold, subsoil, gravel. 

inapplicable: (adj) irrelevant, unfit, 
unsuitable, inappropriate, unseemly, 
unfitting, inapt, inept, inapposite, 
inopportune, unsuited. ANTONYM: 
(adj) relevant. 

mutinous: (adj) defiant, insurgent, 
lawless, unruly, rebellious, 
contumacious, factious, disobedient, 
riotous, rebel, radical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) loyal, obedient. 

pauper: (n) poor man, mumper, bum, 
poor person, starveling; (adj) poor,  

indigent, penniless; (v) bust, fold. 
studious: (adj) scholarly, bookish, 

academic, assiduous, erudite, 
diligent, learned, careful, deliberate; 
(adj, v) thoughtful, reflective. 
ANTONYM: (adj) negligent. 

tithe: (adj, n) tenth; (n) gavel, excise, 
custom, assessment, octroi, 
benevolence, tithing, disme; (n, v) tax; 
(adj) decimal. 

workhouse: (n) workshop, almshouse, 
shop, jail, gaol, jailhouse, labor, clink. 
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those who try to be useful to them.  You know Gawaine has got the curses of the 
whole neighbourhood upon him about that enclosure.  You must make it quite 
clear to your mind which you are most bent upon, old boy-- popularity or 
usefulness--else you may happen to miss both."%

"Oh!  Gawaine is harsh in his manners; he doesn't make himself personally 
agreeable to his tenants.  I don't believe there's anything you can't prevail on 
people to do with kindness.  For my part, I couldn't live in a neighbourhood 
where I was not respected and beloved.  And it's very pleasant to go among the 
tenants here-- they seem all so well inclined to me I suppose it seems only the 
other day to them since I was a little lad, riding on a pony about as big as a 
sheep.  And if fair allowances were made to them, and their buildings attended 
to, one could persuade them to farm on a better plan, stupid as they are." 

"Then mind you fall in love in the right place, and don't get a wife who will 
drain your purse and make you niggardly in spite of yourself.  My mother and I 
have a little discussion about you sometimes: she says, 'I ll never risk a single 
prophecy on Arthur until I see the woman he falls in love with.'  She thinks your 
lady-love will rule you as the moon rules the tides.  But I feel bound to stand up 
for you, as my pupil you know, and I maintain that you're not of that watery 
quality.  So mind you don't disgrace my judgment." 

Arthur winced under this speech, for keen old Mrs. Irwine's opinion about 
him had the disagreeable effect of a sinister omen.  This, to be sure, was only 
another reason for persevering in his intention, and getting an additional 
security against himself.  Nevertheless, at this point in the conversation, he was 
conscious of increased disinclination to tell his story about Hetty.  He was of an 
impressible nature, and lived a great deal in other people's opinions and feelings 
concerning himself; and the mere fact that he was in the presence of an intimate 
friend, who had not the slightest notion that he had had any such serious 
internal struggle as he came to confide, rather shook his own belief in the 
seriousness of the struggle.  It was not, after all, a thing to make a fuss about; and 
what could Irwine do for him that he could not do for himself?  He would go to 
Eagledale in spite of Meg's lameness--go on Rattler, and let Pym follow as well as 
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confide: (v) commit, trust, entrust, 
intrust, consign, rely, charge, 
unbosom, whisper, lean, hope. 
ANTONYMS: (v) suppress, keep, 
conceal, retain. 

curses: (n) abuse. 
falls: (n) cataract, waterfall, chute, 

angel, torrent, Victoria, twin, force, 
body of water, Guaira, Niagara. 

impressible: (adj) impressionable, 
sensitive, soft, delicate, sensible, 
adhesive, easily affected, fine, gentle, 

courteous, easy. 
niggardly: (adj) mean, stingy, 

closefisted, parsimonious, grudging, 
close, near, skimpy, miserable, 
penurious; (adj, v) avaricious. 
ANTONYM: (adj) graceful. 

persevering: (adj) diligent, firm, 
determined, constant, resolute, 
dogged, persistent, tenacious, 
steadfast, industrious, insistent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) irresolute. 

prophecy: (n) oracle, augury,  

prognostication, forecast, 
vaticination, prevision, prediction, 
prognosis, omen, revelation, 
foreboding. 

slightest: (adj) minimal, first, smallest 
amount. 

spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
malevolence, rancour, venom, rancor, 
maliciousness, ill will, animosity; (n, 
v) pique. ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 
benevolence, goodwill, love, 
affection, harmony. 
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he could on the old hack.  That was his thought as he sugared his coffee; but the 
next minute, as he was lifting the cup to his lips, he remembered how thoroughly 
he had made up his mind last night to tell Irwine.  No!  He would not be 
vacillating again--he would do what he had meant to do, this time.  So it would 
be well not to let the personal tone of the conversation altogether drop.  If they 
went to quite indifferent topics, his difficulty would be heightened.  It had 
required no noticeable pause for this rush and rebound of feeling, before he 
answered, "But I think it is hardly an argument against a man's general strength 
of character that he should be apt to be mastered by love.  A fine constitution 
doesn't insure one against smallpox or any other of those inevitable  diseases.  A 
man may be very firm in other matters and yet be under a sort of witchery from 
a woman."%

"Yes; but there's this difference between love and smallpox, or bewitchment 
either--that if you detect the disease at an early stage and try change of air, there 
is every chance of complete escape without any further development of 
symptoms.  And there are certain alternative doses which a man may administer 
to himself by keeping unpleasant consequences before his mind: this gives you a 
sort of smoked glass through which you may look at the resplendent fair one 
and discern her true outline; though I'm afraid, by the by, the smoked glass is apt 
to be missing just at the moment it is most wanted.  I daresay, now, even a man 
fortified with a knowledge of the classics might be lured into an imprudent 
marriage, in spite of the warning given him by the chorus in the Prometheus." 

The smile that flitted across Arthur's face was a faint one, and instead of 
following Mr. Irwine's playful lead, he said, quite seriously--"Yes, that's the 
worst of it.  It's a desperately vexatious thing, that after all one's reflections and 
quiet determinations, we should be ruled by moods that one can't calculate on 
beforehand.  I don't think a man ought to be blamed so much if he is betrayed 
into doing things in that way, in spite of his resolutions." 

"Ah, but the moods lie in his nature, my boy, just as much as his reflections 
did, and more.  A man can never do anything at variance with his own nature.  
He carries within him the germ of his most exceptional action; and if we wise 
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bewitchment: (n) bewitchery, 
enchantment, glamour, spell, 
witchcraft, incantation, black magic, 
black art, charm, enthrallment, 
fascination. 

imprudent: (adj) foolish, foolhardy, 
indiscreet, hasty, improvident, 
impolitic, heedless, unadvised, 
injudicious, unwary, unwise. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, prudent, 
cautious, wise, deliberate, discreet, 
guarded, judicious, advisable. 

resplendent: (adj, n) bright, lucid; (adj) 
radiant, luminous, illustrious, 
splendid, flamboyant, glorious, 
magnificent, gorgeous, effulgent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dull. 

smallpox: (n) pox, pock, small pox. 
sugared: (adj) sweetened, sugary, 

seraphic, mellifluous, mellisonant, 
odoriferous, odorous, gratifying, 
scented, fresh, sickly. ANTONYM: 
(adj) bitter. 

symptoms: (n) syndrome. 

vacillating: (adj) indecisive, 
changeable, undecided, wavering, 
giddy, vacillant, hesitating, hesitant; 
(adj, v) infirm, debilitated, enfeebled. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, strong, 
consistent, decisive, determined, 
resolute. 

witchery: (adj, n) fascination, 
enchantment; (n) sorcery, glamour, 
spell, magic, black magic, 
necromancy, enticement, allurement, 
temptation. 

 



Adam Bede 190

people make eminent fools of ourselves on any particular occasion, we must 
endure the legitimate conclusion that we carry a few grains of folly to our ounce 
of wisdom." 

"Well, but one may be betrayed into doing things by a combination of 
circumstances, which one might never have done otherwise." 

"Why, yes, a man can't very well steal a bank-note unless the bank-note lies 
within convenient reach; but he won't make us think him an honest man because 
he begins to howl at the bank-note for falling in his way." 

"But surely you don't think a man who struggles against a temptation into 
which he falls at last as bad as the man who never struggles at all?" 

"No, certainly; I pity him in proportion to his struggles, for they foreshadow 
the inward suffering which is the worst form of Nemesis.  Consequences are 
unpitying.  Our deeds carry their terrible consequences, quite apart from any 
fluctuations that went before--consequences that are hardly ever confined to 
ourselves.  And it is best to fix our minds on that certainty, instead of considering 
what may be the elements of excuse for us.  But I never knew you so inclined for 
moral discussion, Arthur?  Is it some danger of your own that you are 
considering in this philosophical, general way?" 

In asking this question, Mr. Irwine pushed his plate away, threw himself back 
in his chair, and looked straight at Arthur.  He really suspected that Arthur 
wanted to tell him something, and thought of smoothing the way for him by this 
direct question.  But he was mistaken.  Brought suddenly and involuntarily to 
the brink of confession, Arthur shrank back and felt less disposed towards it 
than ever.  The conversation had taken a more serious tone than he had 
intended--it would quite mislead Irwine--he would imagine there was a deep 
passion for Hetty, while there was no such thing.  He was conscious of colouring, 
and was annoyed at his boyishness.%

"Oh no, no danger," he said as indifferently as he could.  "I don't know that I 
am more liable to irresolution than other people; only there are little incidents 
now and then that set one speculating on what might happen in the future." 
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bank-note: (n) greenback. 
consequences: (n) result, cost, impact, 

penalty. 
foreshadow: (v) betoken, augur, bode, 

forebode, presage, prognosticate, 
prefigure, portend, bespeak, 
foreshow, signal. 

howl: (n, v) cry, roar, scream, bark, 
shout, yell, bay, yelp; (v) bawl, growl, 
yawl. ANTONYM: (v) laugh. 

indifferently: (adv) carelessly, coldly, 
nonchalantly, listlessly,  

unconcernedly, uninterestedly, 
neutrally, middlingly, casually, 
unbiasedly, disinterestedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) passionately, 
obsessively, carefully, eagerly, 
energetically, warmly, anxiously, 
enthusiastically, sympathetically. 

irresolution: (n) indecisiveness, 
hesitation, doubt, irresoluteness, 
indetermination, shilly-shally, 
uncertainty, hesitancy, incertitude, 
dubiety, suspense. ANTONYMS: (n) 

resolution, decisiveness, 
determination. 

mislead: (v) betray, deceive, cheat, 
beguile, misinform, fool, con, lie, lead 
astray, hoodwink, trick. 

shrank: (v) minify. 
speculating: (n) conception. 
unpitying: (adj) unmerciful, 

remorseless, merciless, ruthless, 
inclement, cruel, relentless, unfeeling, 
hard, unrelenting, unsympathetic. 
ANTONYM: (adj) kind. 
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Was there a motive at work under this strange reluctance of Arthur's which 
had a sort of backstairs influence, not admitted to himself?  Our mental business 
is carried on much in the same way as the business of the State: a great deal of 
hard work is done by agents who are not acknowledged.  In a piece of 
machinery, too, I believe there is often a small unnoticeable wheel which has a 
great deal to do with the motion of the large obvious ones.  Possibly there was 
some such unrecognized agent secretly busy in Arthur's mind at this moment--
possibly it was the fear lest he might hereafter find the fact of having made a 
confession to the rector a serious annoyance, in case he should not be able quite 
to carry out his good resolutions?  I dare not assert that it was not so.  The 
human soul is a very complex thing.%

The idea of Hetty had just crossed Mr. Irwine's mind as he looked 
inquiringly at Arthur, but his disclaiming indifferent answer confirmed the 
thought which had quickly followed--that there could be nothing serious in that 
direction.  There was no probability that Arthur ever saw her except at church, 
and at her own home under the eye of Mrs. Poyser; and the hint he had given 
Arthur about her the other day had no more serious meaning than to prevent 
him from noticing her so as to rouse the little chit's vanity, and in this way 
perturb the rustic drama of her life.  Arthur would soon join his regiment, and be 
far away: no, there could be no danger in that quarter, even if Arthur's character 
had not been a strong security against it.  His honest, patronizing pride in the 
good-will and respect of everybody about him was a safeguard even against 
foolish romance, still more against a lower kind of folly.  If there had been 
anything special on Arthur's mind in the previous conversation, it was clear he 
was not inclined to enter into details, and Mr. Irwine was too delicate to imply 
even a friendly curiosity.  He perceived a change of subject would be welcome, 
and said, "By the way, Arthur, at your colonel's birthday fete there were some 
transparencies that made a great effect in honour of Britannia, and Pitt, and the 
Loamshire Militia, and, above all, the 'generous youth,' the hero of the day.  
Don't you think you should get up something of the same sort to astonish our 
weak minds?" 
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assert: (v) allege, affirm, say, claim, 
declare, swear, show, avow, aver, 
maintain, argue. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, controvert, repress, refute. 

backstairs: (adj) undercover, secret, 
cryptic, furtive, clandestine, 
confidential, hole-and-corner, 
subterranean, backdoor; (n) steps, 
staircase. 

fete: (n) feast, festival, carnival, party, 
banquet, celebration, gala, festivity, 
fiesta, eisteddfod; (v) celebrate. 

hereafter: (adv) thereafter, from now 
on, hence, henceforth, hereinafter, 
afterwards; (n) afterlife, futurity, time 
to come, great beyond, future life. 

inquiringly: (adv) enquiringly, 
inquisitively, nosily, curiously, 
pryingly, interestedly, searchingly, 
inquiring, quizzically, intrusively. 

patronizing: (adj) condescending, 
haughty, patronising, superior, 
arrogant, snobbish, arch, 
supercilious; (v) patronize; (n)  

patronage; (adv) patronizingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humble, 
deferential, modest. 

perturb: (v) disturb, trouble, confuse, 
worry, bother, unsettle, harass, 
disquiet, fluster, discompose, 
concern. ANTONYMS: (v) reassure, 
soothe, comfort. 

unrecognized: (adj) unacknowledged, 
unknown, unnoticed, thankless, 
incognito, not recognized, 
unidentified. 

 



Adam Bede 192

The opportunity was gone.  While Arthur was hesitating, the rope to which 
he might have clung had drifted away--he must trust now to his own 
swimming.%

In ten minutes from that time, Mr. Irwine was called for on business, and 
Arthur, bidding him good-bye, mounted his horse again with a sense of 
dissatisfaction, which he tried to quell by determining to set off for Eagledale 
without an hour's delay. 
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delay: (adj, v) defer, linger; (n, v) 
arrest, wait, check, stay; (n) 
deferment, interruption; (v) 
postpone, reserve, adjourn. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) rush; (n) 
decisiveness, promptness; (v) 
advance, hurry, begin, hasten, go, 
expedite, speed, prompt. 

determining: (adj) crucial, deciding, 
conclusive, determinate, certain, 
definite, decisive, fixed, terminative; 
(v) determine; (n) terminer. 

dissatisfaction: (n) displeasure, 
disappointment, dislike, disaffection, 
discontent, distaste, disquiet, 
disapproval, regret, discontentment, 
discontentedness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
contentment, approval, gratification, 
enjoyment, idealism, optimism. 

hesitating: (adj) indecisive, irresolute, 
undecided, doubtful, hesitate, 
reluctant, faltering, unwilling, 
hesitancy, backward, hesitatingly. 

horse: (n, v) mount; (n) buck, heroin,  

junk, charger, knight, pony, rider, 
trestle, eohippus, dog. 

quell: (adj, v) appease, pacify, calm; (v) 
overpower, crush, allay, put down, 
suppress, conquer, defeat, quash. 
ANTONYMS: (v) prompt, submit, 
resist, aggravate, incite. 

rope: (n, v) lasso, leash, tie, tape; (n) 
lariat, noose, hawser, line, string, 
cord, thread. 
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CHAPTER  XV I I  

 
IN  WHICH  TH E  STOR Y  PAUSES  A  L ITTLE  

 
 

"This Rector of Broxton is little better than a pagan!" I hear one of my readers 
exclaim.  "How much more edifying it would have been if you had made him 
give Arthur some truly spiritual advice!  You might have put into his mouth the 
most beautiful things--quite as good as reading a sermon." 

Certainly I could, if I held it the highest vocation of the novelist to represent 
things as they never have been and never will be.  Then, of course, I might 
refashion life and character entirely after my own liking; I might select the most 
unexceptionable type of clergyman and put my own admirable opinions into 
his mouth on all occasions.  But it happens, on the contrary, that my strongest 
effort is to avoid any such arbitrary picture, and to give a faithful account of men 
and things as they have mirrored themselves in my mind.  The mirror is 
doubtless defective, the outlines will sometimes be disturbed, the reflection faint 
or confused; but I feel as much bound to tell you as precisely as I can what that 
reflection is, as if I were in the witness-box, narrating my experience on oath.%

Sixty years ago--it is a long time, so no wonder things have changed--all 
clergymen were not zealous; indeed, there is reason to believe that the number of 
zealous clergymen was small, and it is probable that if one among the small 
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admirable: (adj) fine, outstanding, 
beautiful, great, commendable, 
lovely, good, creditable, 
praiseworthy, worthy, grand. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appalling, poor, 
unworthy, despicable, contemptible, 
detestable, dishonorable, rotten, 
unimpressive, loathsome, low. 

clergymen: (n) clergyman. 
edifying: (adj) enlightening, didactic, 

instructive, educational, 
advantageous, rewarding, benignant, 

improving, profitable, illuminating, 
helpful. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unedifying. 

exclaim: (v) call out, call, shout, cry 
out, ejaculate, clamor, outcry, scream, 
shout out, speak, vociferate. 

outlines: (n) elements, conspectus, 
prospectus, syllabus, alphabet, 
grammar, contents, rudiments, 
synopsis, textbook, ABC. 

refashion: (v) remake, alter, remodel, 
modify, make over, reconstruct,  

recast, renovate, stir the embers, 
reanimate, retouch. 

unexceptionable: (adj) unimpeachable, 
immaculate, faultless, acceptable, 
blameless, completely acceptable, 
irreproachable, inculpable, sufficient, 
tolerable; (v) square. 

vocation: (n, v) calling, profession, 
employment; (n) occupation, job, 
trade, business, career, line, mission, 
line of work. 
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minority had owned the livings of Broxton and Hayslope in the year 1799, you 
would have liked him no better than you like Mr. Irwine.  Ten to one, you would 
have thought him a tasteless, indiscreet, methodistical man.  It is so very rarely 
that facts hit that nice medium required by our own enlightened opinions and 
refined taste!  Perhaps you will say, "Do improve the facts a little, then; make 
them more accordant with those correct views which it is our privilege to 
possess.  The world is not just what we like; do touch it up with a tasteful pencil, 
and make believe it is not quite such a mixed entangled affair.  Let all people 
who hold unexceptionable opinions act unexceptionably.  Let your most faulty 
characters always be on the wrong side, and your virtuous ones on the right.  
Then we shall see at a glance whom we are to condemn and whom we are to 
approve.  Then we shall be able to admire, without the slightest disturbance of 
our prepossessions: we shall hate and despise with that true ruminant relish 
which belongs to undoubting confidence."%

But, my good friend, what will you do then with your fellow- parishioner 
who opposes your husband in the vestry?  With your newly appointed vicar, 
whose style of preaching you find painfully below that of his regretted 
predecessor?  With the honest servant who worries your soul with her one 
failing?  With your neighbour, Mrs. Green, who was really kind to you in your 
last illness, but has said several ill-natured things about you since your 
convalescence?  Nay, with your excellent husband himself, who has other 
irritating habits besides that of not wiping his shoes?  These fellow-mortals, 
every one, must be accepted as they are: you can neither straighten their noses, 
nor brighten their wit, nor rectify their dispositions; and it is these people--
amongst whom your life is passed--that it is needful you should tolerate, pity, 
and love: it is these more or less ugly, stupid, inconsistent people whose 
movements of goodness you should be able to admire-- for whom you should 
cherish all possible hopes, all possible patience.  And I would not, even if I had 
the choice, be the clever novelist who could create a world so much better than 
this, in which we get up in the morning to do our daily work, that you would be 
likely to turn a harder, colder eye on the dusty streets and the common green 
fields--on the real breathing men and women, who can be chilled by your 
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accordant: (adj) consonant, consistent, 
compatible, congruous, conformable, 
agreeable, concordant, consentient, 
unanimous, suitable; (adj, v) 
congenial. ANTONYM: (adj) 
discordant. 

convalescence: (n) recuperation, rally, 
convalesce, upturn, improvement, 
rehabilitation, restitution, restoration, 
retrieval, healing, progress. 
ANTONYM: (n) decline. 

entangled: (adj) complicated, intricate, 

embroiled, complex, foul, confused, 
matted, tangled, inextricable, knotty; 
(v) entangle. 

ill-natured: (adj) cantankerous, 
peevish, sour, surly, catty, crabbed, 
gruff, disagreeable, malignant, 
malicious, malevolent. 

indiscreet: (adj) careless, imprudent, 
incautious, ill-advised, rash, 
unadvised, unwise, impolitic, hasty, 
tactless, inadvisable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) thoughtful, tactful, judicious,  

guarded. 
methodistical: (adj) Methodistic. 
parishioner: (n) layman, parishen, 

catechumen, churchgoer, church 
member. 

ruminant: (n) prongbuck, giraffe, deer, 
chevrotain, cervid, pronghorn, 
camelopard, artiodactyl mammal, 
mouse deer, okapi; (adj) ruminal. 
ANTONYM: (adj) nonruminant. 

worries: (n) doubts, misgivings, 
qualms. 
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indifference or injured by your prejudice; who can be cheered and helped 
onward by your fellow- feeling, your forbearance, your outspoken, brave 
justice.%

So I am content to tell my simple story, without trying to make things seem 
better than they were; dreading nothing, indeed, but falsity, which, in spite of 
one's best efforts, there is reason to dread.  Falsehood is so easy, truth so 
difficult.  The pencil is conscious of a delightful facility in drawing a griffin--the 
longer the claws, and the larger the wings, the better; but that marvellous facility 
which we mistook for genius is apt to forsake us when we want to draw a real 
unexaggerated lion.  Examine your words well, and you will find that even 
when you have no motive to be false, it is a very hard thing to say the exact truth, 
even about your own immediate feelings--much harder than to say something 
fine about them which is not the exact truth. 

It is for this rare, precious quality of truthfulness that I delight in many 
Dutch paintings, which lofty-minded people despise.  I find a source of delicious 
sympathy in these faithful pictures of a monotonous homely existence, which has 
been the fate of so many more among my fellow-mortals than a life of pomp or 
of absolute indigence, of tragic suffering or of world-stirring actions.  I turn, 
without shrinking, from cloud-borne angels, from prophets, sibyls, and heroic 
warriors, to an old woman bending over her flower-pot, or eating her solitary 
dinner, while the noonday light, softened perhaps by a screen of leaves, falls on 
her mob-cap, and just touches the rim of her spinning-wheel, and her stone jug, 
and all those cheap common things which are the precious necessaries of life to 
her--or I turn to that village wedding, kept between four brown walls, where an 
awkward bridegroom opens the dance with a high-shouldered, broad-faced 
bride, while elderly and middle-aged friends look on, with very irregular noses 
and lips, and probably with quart-pots in their hands, but with an expression of 
unmistakable contentment and goodwill.  "Foh!" says my idealistic friend, "what 
vulgar details!  What good is there in taking all these pains to give an exact 
likeness of old women and clowns?  What a low phase of life!  What clumsy, 
ugly people!" 
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bridegroom: (v) bride; (n) 
honeymooner, newlywed, 
participant, fiance, husband. 
ANTONYM: (n) wife. 

efforts: (n) pains. 
falsity: (n) deceit, fabrication, lie, 

falsification, falseness, deception, 
fable, disloyalty, dishonesty, 
unreality, fiction. ANTONYMS: (n) 
validity, verity. 

forbearance: (n) patience, clemency, 
pardon, abstention, abstinence,  

mercy, longanimity, avoidance, 
postponement, indulgence, restraint. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impatience, 
intolerance. 

indigence: (n) need, poverty, beggary, 
penury, pauperism, neediness, 
misery, impoverishment, necessity; 
(n, v) destitution, want. 
ANTONYMS: (n) luxury, wealth. 

necessaries: (n) necessary, necessaries 
of life, necessity, must. 

pomp: (n) grandeur, parade,  

ostentation, show, ceremony, glory, 
luxury, pageantry, magnificence, 
state, splendor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
understatement, modesty. 

truthfulness: (adj, n) honesty, 
sincerity, probity, honor; (n) truth, 
openness, frankness, candor, faith, 
loyalty; (adj) integrity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) untruthfulness, inaccuracy, 
evasiveness, caution, deceit. 

unexaggerated: (adj) unaffected, 
unflattering, unromantic, literal. 
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But bless us, things may be lovable that are not altogether handsome, I hope?  
I am not at all sure that the majority of the human race have not been ugly, and 
even among those "lords of their kind," the British, squat figures, ill-shapen 
nostrils, and dingy complexions are not startling exceptions.  Yet there is a great 
deal of family love amongst us.  I have a friend or two whose class of features is 
such that the Apollo curl on the summit of their brows would be decidedly 
trying; yet to my certain knowledge tender hearts have beaten for them, and 
their miniatures--flattering, but still not lovely--are kissed in secret by motherly 
lips.  I have seen many an excellent matron, who could have never in her best 
days have been handsome, and yet she had a packet of yellow love-letters in a 
private drawer, and sweet children showered kisses on her sallow cheeks.  And I 
believe there have been plenty of young heroes, of middle stature and feeble 
beards, who have felt quite sure they could never love anything more 
insignificant than a Diana, and yet have found themselves in middle life happily 
settled with a wife who waddles.  Yes!  Thank God; human feeling is like the 
mighty rivers that bless the earth: it does not wait for beauty--it flows with 
resistless force and brings beauty with it.%

All honour and reverence to the divine beauty of form!  Let us cultivate it to 
the utmost in men, women, and children--in our gardens and in our houses.  But 
let us love that other beauty too, which lies in no secret of proportion, but in the 
secret of deep human sympathy.  Paint us an angel, if you can, with a floating 
violet robe, and a face paled by the celestial light; paint us yet oftener a 
Madonna, turning her mild face upward and opening her arms to welcome the 
divine glory; but do not impose on us any aesthetic rules which shall banish 
from the region of Art those old women scraping carrots with their work-worn 
hands, those heavy clowns taking holiday in a dingy pot-house, those rounded 
backs and stupid weather-beaten faces that have bent over the spade and done 
the rough work of the world--those homes with their tin pans, their brown 
pitchers, their rough curs, and their clusters of onions.  In this world there are so 
many of these common coarse people, who have no picturesque sentimental 
wretchedness!  It is so needful we should remember their existence, else we may 
happen to leave them quite out of our religion and philosophy and frame lofty 
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banish: (v) dispel, expel, displace, 
relegate, oust, expatriate, eject, 
dismiss, transport, cast out; (adj, v) 
exile. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, 
embrace, adopt, invite, include. 

celestial: (adj) ethereal, divine, 
supernal, angelic, holy, sacred, 
astronomical, unworldly, 
superlunary, from on high; (n) 
heaven. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mundane, secular, terrestrial, mortal.

cultivate: (v) civilize, educate, train,  

produce, polish, farm, crop, develop, 
domesticate, raise; (adj, v) promote. 
ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, sterilize, 
brutalize, stunt, retard, pollute, 
ignore, harm, discourage. 

lovable: (adj) delightful, charming, 
likable, engaging, sweet, taking, 
adorable, friendly, kindly, delectable, 
lovely. ANTONYMS: (adj) horrible, 
unappealing, unlovable, detestable, 
despicable. 

resistless: (adj) overpowering,  

overwhelming, unquenchable, 
unconquerable, supine, invincible, 
inextinguishable, indomitable, 
inactive, impregnable; (v) avoidless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resistible. 

scraping: (n) scrape, scratching, 
scratch, rub, sizing, rament, incision, 
mark, prick; (v) rubbing; (adj) grating. 

wretchedness: (n) unhappiness, grief, 
distress, desolation, woe, sorrow, 
anguish, infelicity, tribulation, 
affliction, misfortune. 
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theories which only fit a world of extremes.  Therefore, let Art always remind us 
of them; therefore let us always have men ready to give the loving pains of a life 
to the faithful representing of commonplace things--men who see beauty in these 
commonplace things, and delight in showing how kindly the light of heaven falls 
on them.  There are few prophets in the world; few sublimely beautiful women; 
few heroes.  I can't afford to give all my love and reverence to such rarities: I 
want a great deal of those feelings for my every-day fellow-men, especially for 
the few in the foreground of the great multitude, whose faces I know, whose 
hands I touch for whom I have to make way with kindly courtesy.  Neither are 
picturesque lazzaroni or romantic criminals half so frequent as your common 
labourer, who gets his own bread and eats it vulgarly but creditably with his 
own pocket-knife.  It is more needful that I should have a fibre of sympathy 
connecting me with that vulgar citizen who weighs out my sugar in a vilely 
assorted cravat and waistcoat, than with the handsomest rascal in red scarf and 
green feathers--more needful that my heart should swell with loving admiration 
at some trait of gentle goodness in the faulty people who sit at the same hearth 
with me, or in the clergyman of my own parish, who is perhaps rather too 
corpulent and in other respects is not an Oberlin or a Tillotson, than at the deeds 
of heroes whom I shall never know except by hearsay, or at the sublimest 
abstract of all clerical graces that was ever conceived by an able novelist.%

And so I come back to Mr. Irwine, with whom I desire you to be in perfect 
charity, far as he may be from satisfying your demands on the clerical character.  
Perhaps you think he was not--as he ought to have been--a living demonstration 
of the benefits attached to a national church?  But I am not sure of that; at least I 
know that the people in Broxton and Hayslope would have been very sorry to 
part with their clergyman, and that most faces brightened at his approach; and 
until it can be proved that hatred is a better thing for the soul than love, I must 
believe that Mr. Irwine's influence in his parish was a more wholesome one than 
that of the zealous Mr. Ryde, who came there twenty years afterwards, when Mr. 
Irwine had been gathered to his fathers.  It is true, Mr. Ryde insisted strongly on 
the doctrines of the Reformation, visited his flock a great deal in their own 
homes, and was severe in rebuking the aberrations of the flesh--put a stop, 
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assorted: (adj) different, miscellaneous, 
sundry, various, motley, varied, 
diverse, heterogeneous, multiple, 
manifold, pied. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
homogeneous, uniform, same, 
identical, matching, limited, few. 

corpulent: (adj, adv) portly; (adj) stout, 
obese, overweight, fleshy, plump, 
lusty, tubby, chubby, beefy, bulky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) slight, bony, 
underweight, slender, anorexic, thin, 
slim. 

cravat: (n) neckerchief, neckcloth, 
stock, ascot, collar, handkerchief, 
scarf, neckwear, necktie, ruff. 

creditably: (adv) commendably, 
laudably, admirably, honorably, 
worthily, best. 

extremes: (n) excess; (adv) overboard. 
hearsay: (n) report, gossip, rumour, 

buzz, on dit, news, scandal, fame, 
talk, comment; (v) bruit. ANTONYM: 
(n) fact. 

sublimely: (adv) majestically, loftily,  

solemnly, eminently, stately, grandly, 
heroicly, heroically, exaltedly, 
superbly, proudly. 

vilely: (adv) dirtily, wickedly, meanly, 
foully, disgustingly, grossly, 
sordidly, worthlessly, infamously, 
nauseatingly, revoltingly. 

vulgarly: (adv) crudely, commonly, 
plebeianly, grossly, smuttily, 
uncouthly, boorishly, cheaply, 
rudely, vilely, tastelessly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) decently. 
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indeed, %to the Christmas rounds of the church singers, as promoting 
drunkenness and too light a handling of sacred things.  But I gathered from 
Adam Bede, to whom I talked of these matters in his old age, that few clergymen 
could be less successful in winning the hearts of their parishioners than Mr. 
Ryde.  They learned a great many notions about doctrine from him, so that 
almost every church-goer under fifty began to distinguish as well between the 
genuine gospel and what did not come precisely up to that standard, as if he had 
been born and bred a Dissenter; and for some time after his arrival there seemed 
to be quite a religious movement in that quiet rural district.  "But," said Adam, 
"I've seen pretty clear, ever since I was a young un, as religion's something else 
besides notions.  It isn't notions sets people doing the right thing--it's feelings.  
It's the same with the notions in religion as it is with math'matics--a man may be 
able to work problems straight off in's head as he sits by the fire and smokes his 
pipe, but if he has to make a machine or a building, he must have a will and a 
resolution and love something else better than his own ease.  Somehow, the 
congregation began to fall off, and people began to speak light o' Mr. Ryde.  I 
believe he meant right at bottom; but, you see, he was sourish-tempered, and 
was for beating down prices with the people as worked for him; and his 
preaching wouldn't go down well with that sauce.  And he wanted to be like my 
lord judge i' the parish, punishing folks for doing wrong; and he scolded 'em 
from the pulpit as if he'd been a Ranter, and yet he couldn't abide the Dissenters, 
and was a deal more set against 'em than Mr. Irwine was.  And then he didn't 
keep within his income, for he seemed to  think at first go-off that six hundred a-
year was to make him as big a man as Mr. Donnithorne.  That's a sore mischief 
I've often seen with the poor curates jumping into a bit of a living all of a 
sudden.  Mr. Ryde was a deal thought on at a distance, I believe, and he wrote 
books, but as for math'matics and the natur o' things, he was as ignorant as a 
woman.  He was very knowing about doctrines, and used to call 'em the 
bulwarks of the Reformation; but I've always mistrusted that sort o' learning as 
leaves folks foolish and unreasonable about business.  Now Mester Irwine was as 
different as could be: as quick!--he understood what you meant in a minute, and 
he knew all about building, and could see when you'd made a good job.  And he 
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bulwarks: (n) breakwater, barrier. 
jumping: (n) saltation, leaping, 

header, start, propulsion; (adj) 
moving, festive; (v) bounding, salient, 
dancing; (adv) leapingly. 

notions: (n) belief, thinking, thought, 
sundries, opinion, concept, ideas, 
ribbon, philosophy, odds and ends; 
(adj) irrational. 

parishioners: (n) people attending 
worship, worshippers. 

promoting: (n) promotion,  

advertising; (adj) cultural, featuring. 
pulpit: (n) platform, dais, ambo, 

lectern, hustings, stump, rostrum, 
forum, desk, stand, state. 

punishing: (adj) gruelling, arduous, 
labourious, laborious, hard, heavy, 
punitive, backbreaking, clayey, 
accented, severe. ANTONYM: (adj) 
undemanding. 

rounds: (n) patrol, beat, route, patient 
rounds. 

sauce: (n) gravy, condiment,  

impudence, seasoning, garnish, 
impertinence, mole, bechamel, salad, 
billingsgate, aioli. 

singers: (n) gospel choir, church choir, 
choral group, singing group, school 
choir. 

sore: (adj, n, v) hurt; (adj) sensitive, 
angry, grievous, raw; (n) injury, 
lesion, cut, boil; (v) acute; (adj, v) 
sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, 
healthy, pleased, comfortable. 

worked: (adj) elaborated, beaten. 
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behaved as much like a gentleman to the farmers, and th' old women, and the 
labourers, as he did to the gentry.  You never saw him interfering and scolding, 
and trying to play th' emperor.  Ah, he was a fine man as ever you set eyes on; 
and so kind to's mother and sisters.  That poor sickly Miss Anne-- he seemed to 
think more of her than of anybody else in the world.  There wasn't a soul in the 
parish had a word to say against him; and his servants stayed with him till they 
were so old and pottering, he had to hire other folks to do their work."%

"Well," I said, "that was an excellent way of preaching in the weekdays; but I 
daresay, if your old friend Mr. Irwine were to come to life again, and get into the 
pulpit next Sunday, you would be rather ashamed that he didn't preach better 
after all your praise of him." 

"Nay, nay," said Adam, broadening his chest and throwing himself back in 
his chair, as if he were ready to meet all inferences, "nobody has ever heard me 
say Mr. Irwine was much of a preacher.  He didn't go into deep speritial 
experience; and I know there s a deal in a man's inward life as you can't measure 
by the square, and say, 'Do this and that 'll follow,' and, 'Do that and this 'll 
follow.'  There's things go on in the soul, and times when feelings come into you 
like a rushing mighty wind, as the Scripture says, and part your life in two 
a'most, so you look back on yourself as if you was somebody else.  Those are 
things as you can't bottle up in a 'do this' and 'do that'; and I'll go so far with the 
strongest Methodist ever you'll find.  That shows me there's deep speritial things 
in religion.  You can't make much out wi' talking about it, but you feel it.  Mr. 
Irwine didn't go into those things--he preached short moral sermons, and that 
was all.  But then he acted pretty much up to what he said; he didn't set up for 
being so different from other folks one day, and then be as like 'em as two peas 
the next.  And he made folks love him and respect him, and that was better nor 
stirring up their gall wi' being overbusy.  Mrs. Poyser used to say--you know she 
would have her word about everything--she said, Mr. Irwine was like a good 
meal o' victual, you were the better for him without thinking on it, and Mr. Ryde 
was like a dose o' physic, he gripped you and worreted you, and after all he left 
you much the same." 
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broadening: (n) widening, extension, 
expansion, increase, enlargement, 
lengthening; (v) widen; (adj) cultural. 
ANTONYM: (n) narrowing. 

gripped: (adj) obsessed, engrossed, 
held, seized, captivated, fanatical, 
absorbed, occupied, preoccupied, 
rapt, spellbound. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninterested. 

interfering: (adj, n) meddling; (adj) 
officious, busy, disturbing, 
meddlesome, nosy, busybodied,  

curious, overbearing, domineering; 
(n) hindrance. 

inward: (adj) inner, intrinsic, internal, 
interior, intestine, inherent, domestic; 
(adv) inwardly, inwards, in; (n) 
innards. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) 
outward; (adj) outgoing, external. 

overbusy: (adj) officious, 
polypragmatical. 

pottering: (adj) movement, fussy, 
fidgety, bustle, ado, bother, stir; (n) 
fidgetiness, dalliance, idleness. 

rushing: (adv) rushingly; (n) haste, 
hurry, hurrying, running, hastening, 
flush, movement; (adj) flowing, 
headlong, moving. 

stirring: (adj) lively, exciting, alive, 
rousing, spirited, touching, thrilling, 
active; (n) agitation; (v) eventful, 
brisk. ANTONYMS: (adj) depressing, 
boring, inactive, dull, conciliatory, 
asleep, uninspiring, unimpressive; (n) 
suppression. 
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"But didn't Mr. Ryde preach a great deal more about that spiritual part of 
religion that you talk of, Adam?  Couldn't you get more out of his sermons than 
out of Mr. Irwine's?"%

"Eh, I knowna.  He preached a deal about doctrines.  But I've seen pretty 
clear, ever since I was a young un, as religion's something else besides doctrines 
and notions.  I look at it as if the doctrines was like finding names for your 
feelings, so as you can talk of 'em when you've never known 'em, just as a man 
may talk o' tools when he knows their names, though he's never so much as seen 
'em, still less handled 'em.  I've heard a deal o' doctrine i' my time, for I used to 
go after the Dissenting preachers along wi' Seth, when I was a lad o' seventeen, 
and got puzzling myself a deal about th' Arminians and the Calvinists.  The 
Wesleyans, you know, are strong Arminians; and Seth, who could never abide 
anything harsh and was always for hoping the best, held fast by the Wesleyans 
from the very first; but I thought I could pick a hole or two in their notions, and I 
got disputing wi' one o' the class leaders down at Treddles'on, and harassed him 
so, first o' this side and then o' that, till at last he said, 'Young man, it's the devil 
making use o' your pride and conceit as a weapon to war against the simplicity 
o' the truth.'  I couldn't help laughing then, but as I was going home, I thought 
the man wasn't far wrong.  I began to see as all this weighing and sifting what 
this text means and that text means, and whether folks are saved all by God's 
grace, or whether there goes an ounce o' their own will to't, was no part o' real 
religion at all.  You may talk o' these things for hours on end, and you'll only be 
all the more coxy and conceited for't.  So I took to going nowhere but to church, 
and hearing nobody but Mr. Irwine, for he said notning but what was good and 
what you'd be the wiser for remembering.  And I found it better for my soul to be 
humble before the mysteries o' God's dealings, and not be making a clatter about 
what I could never understand.  And they're poor foolish questions after all; for 
what have we got either inside or outside of us but what comes from God?  If 
we've got a resolution to do right, He gave it us, I reckon, first or last; but I see 
plain enough we shall never do it without a resolution, and that's enough for 
me." 
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conceit: (n) pretension, vanity, self-
esteem, pride, assumption, egotism, 
fancy, haughtiness, conception, 
caprice, quip. ANTONYMS: (n) 
humility, timidity, selflessness, 
humbleness, reserve. 

conceited: (adj) arrogant, cocky, vain, 
boastful, proud, smug, affected, 
assuming, egotistical, haughty, 
pompous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
modest, insecure, meek, selfless, 
unassuming. 

dealings: (n) business, dealing, 
relations, traffic, proceedings, 
transaction, affairs, contact, 
intercourse, trade, communication. 

disputing: (adj) opposed; (v) 
disputant. 

harassed: (adj) annoyed, pestered, 
irritated, bothered, annoy, jittery, 
worried, troubled, beleaguered, 
obsessed, harried. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calm, carefree. 

ounce: (n) crumb, modicum, atom,  

morsel, bit, Oz, apothecaries' ounce, 
shred, little, a few; (adj, n) grain. 

puzzling: (adj) enigmatic, confusing, 
incomprehensible, mysterious, 
cryptic, obscure, knotty, enigmatical, 
complicated, ambiguous, abstruse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
straightforward, explicable, 
comprehensible, enlightening. 

sifting: (n) winnowing, scrutiny, hunt, 
judgment, winnow, separation; (v) 
sift; (adj) inquisitive. 
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Adam, %you perceive, was a warm admirer, perhaps a partial judge, of Mr. 
Irwine, as, happily, some of us still are of the people we have known familiarly.  
Doubtless it will be despised as a weakness by that lofty order of minds who 
pant after the ideal, and are oppressed by a general sense that their emotions are 
of too exquisite a character to find fit objects among their everyday fellowmen.  I 
have often been favoured with the confidence of these select natures, and find 
them to concur in the experience that great men are overestimated and small 
men are insupportable; that if you would love a woman without ever looking 
back on your love as a folly, she must die while you are courting her; and if you 
would maintain the slightest belief in human heroism, you must never make a 
pilgrimage to see the hero.  I confess I have often meanly shrunk from confessing 
to these accomplished and acute gentlemen what my own experience has been.  I 
am afraid I have often smiled with hypocritical assent, and gratified them with 
an epigram on the fleeting nature of our illusions, which any one moderately 
acquainted with French literature can command at a moment's notice.  Human 
converse, I think some wise man has remarked, is not rigidly sincere.  But I 
herewith discharge my conscience, and declare that I have had quite enthusiastic 
movements of admiration towards old gentlemen who spoke the worst English, 
who were occasionally fretful in their temper, and who had never moved in a 
higher sphere of influence than that of parish overseer; and that the way in 
which I have come to the conclusion that human nature is lovable--the way I 
have learnt something of its deep pathos, its sublime mysteries--has been by 
living a great deal among people more or less commonplace and vulgar, of 
whom you would perhaps hear nothing very surprising if you were to inquire 
about them in the neighbourhoods where they dwelt.  Ten to one most of the 
small shopkeepers in their vicinity saw nothing at all in them.  For I have 
observed this remarkable coincidence, that the select natures who pant after the 
ideal, and find nothing in pantaloons or petticoats great enough to command 
their reverence and love, are curiously in unison with the narrowest and pettiest.  
For example, I have often heard Mr. Gedge, the landlord of the Royal Oak, who 
used to turn a bloodshot eye on his neighbours in the village of Shepperton, sum 
up his opinion of the people in his own parish--and they were all the people he 
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bloodshot: (n) inflamed. 
epigram: (n) aphorism, joke, witticism, 

expression, locution, saying, crack, 
wisecrack, moral, jeu d'esprit, smart 
saying. 

familiarly: (adv) intimately, usually, 
ordinarily, nearly, frequently, 
commonly, regularly, informally, 
closely, acquaintedly, conventionally. 
ANTONYM: (adv) distantly. 

herewith: (adv) therewith, this, now, 
enclosed, wherewith. 

insupportable: (adj, v) insufferable, 
intolerable; (adj) indefensible, 
unbearable, excruciating, 
unjustifiable, unendurable, 
impossible, unsupportable, heavy, 
obnoxious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
bearable. 

meanly: (adv) poorly, nastily, 
averagely, humbly, ungenerously, 
tightly, rudely, stingily, 
parsimoniously, scurvily, mediocrely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) generously,  

sympathetically, compassionately, 
genially, respectfully, pleasantly, 
affluently. 

narrowest: (n) minimum. 
overestimated: (adj) inflated, 

exaggerated, overvalued. 
pant: (n, v) heave, wheeze; (v) puff, 

blow, huff, long, desire, sigh; (n) 
trouser, tingle, thrill. 

pantaloons: (n) pants, small clothes, 
smalls, pantaloon, trousers, 
inexpressibles, overalls. 
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knew--in these emphatic words: "Aye, sir, I've said it often, and I'll say it again, 
they're a poor lot i' this parish--a poor lot, sir, big and little."  I think he had a dim 
idea that if he could migrate to a distant parish, he might find neighbours 
worthy of him; and indeed he did subsequently transfer himself to the Saracen's 
Head, which was doing a thriving business in the back street of a neighbouring 
market-town.  But, oddly enough, he has found the people up that back street of 
precisely the same stamp as the inhabitants of Shepperton--"a poor lot, sir, big 
and little, and them as comes for a go o' gin are no better than them as comes for 
a pint o' twopenny--a poor lot."%

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

emphatic: (adj) decided, categorical, 
expressive, forceful, pronounced, 
assertive, loud, important, 
emphatical, insistent; (adj, v) 
absolute. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
insignificant, unassertive, 
understated, unemphatic, 
halfhearted. 

inhabitants: (n) population, citizens, 
populace, folk, country, community, 
abode, group, inhabitation, nation, 
natives. 

migrate: (v) emigrate, transmigrate, 
move, commigrate, flit, move away, 
wander, travel, transport, roam, 
moving. 

neighbouring: (adj) adjoining, 
contiguous, vicinal, abutting; (v) 
adjoin. 

oddly: (adv) curiously, peculiarly, 
strangely, funnily, queerly, 
unusually, grotesquely, 
extraordinarily, uncommonly, 
singularly, weirdly. ANTONYMS:  

(adv) ordinarily, typically, sensibly, 
harmoniously. 

stamp: (n, v) print, imprint, mark, seal, 
brand, impress, cast, punch, shape; 
(v) trample; (n) impression. 

thriving: (adj) successful, prosperous, 
prospering, booming, rich, affluent, 
growing, lush, lucky, healthy, 
luxuriant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
declining, languishing, arid, 
moribund, dying, disappearing, 
poor, unwell. 
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CHAPTER  XV I I I  

 
CHURCH  

 
 

"Hetty, Hetty, don't you know church begins at two, and it's gone half after 
one a'ready?  Have you got nothing better to think on this good Sunday as poor 
old Thias Bede's to be put into the ground, and him drownded i' th' dead o' the 
night, as it's enough to make one's back run cold, but you must be 'dizening 
yourself as if there was a wedding i'stid of a funeral?"%

"Well, Aunt," said Hetty, "I can't be ready so soon as everybody else, when 
I've got Totty's things to put on.  And I'd ever such work to make her stand still." 

Hetty was coming downstairs, and Mrs. Poyser, in her plain bonnet and 
shawl, was standing below.  If ever a girl looked as if she had been made of 
roses, that girl was Hetty in her Sunday hat and frock.  For her hat was trimmed 
with pink, and her frock had pink spots, sprinkled on a white ground.  There 
was nothing but pink and white about her, except in her dark hair and eyes and 
her little buckled shoes.  Mrs. Poyser was provoked at herself, for she could 
hardly keep from smiling, as any mortal is inclined to do at the sight of pretty 
round things.  So she turned without speaking, and joined the group outside the 
house door, followed by Hetty, whose heart was fluttering so at the thought of 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

buckled: (v) wreathy, frizzly, crepe; 
(adj) warped, misshapen, malformed, 
distorted, askew, deformed. 

eyes: (n) sight, eye, vision, view, baby 
blues, guard, propensity, eyen. 

fluttering: (adj) flying, palpitating, 
flittering, flaring, aflare, waving; (n) 
flutter, flapping, flicker, flitting; (adv) 
flutteringly. 

inclined: (adj, v) given; (adj) prone, 
willing, oblique, apt, predisposed, 
ready, minded, likely, liable, bowed. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) reluctant, 
unwilling, disinclined, horizontal, 
unbiased, vertical, impervious. 

mortal: (adj) deadly, fatal, lethal, 
deathly, earthly; (n) man, individual, 
creature, person, human being, body. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) immortal; (adj) 
eternal, heavenly, mild, perfect, 
spiritual. 

pink: (n) rose, crimson, gillyflower, 
paragon; (v) knock, gore, impale, 
stab, spike, spear; (adj) flower. 

provoked: (adj, prep) exasperated, 
inflamed; (adj) irritated, aggravated, 
infuriated, indignant, irate, huffy, 
hot, excited; (adv) up in arms. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, gratuitous, 
pleased. 

spots: (n) damp, drifter, floater, 
floating policy, muscae volitantes, 
Musca volitans. 

trimmed: (adj) down, slashed, 
shortened, neat, mown, level, gelded, 
emasculated, demure, cunning, sly. 
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some one she expected to see at church that she hardly felt the ground she trod 
on. 

And now the little procession set off.  Mr. Poyser was in his Sunday suit of 
drab, with a red-and-green waistcoat and a green watch-ribbon having a large 
cornelian seal attached, pendant like a plumb-line from that promontory where 
his watch-pocket was situated; a silk handkerchief of a yellow tone round his 
neck; and excellent grey ribbed stockings, knitted by Mrs. Poyser's own hand, 
setting off the proportions of his leg.  Mr. Poyser had no reason to be ashamed of 
his leg, and suspected that the growing abuse of top-boots and other fashions 
tending to disguise the nether limbs had their origin in a pitiable degeneracy of 
the human calf.  Still less had he reason to be ashamed of his round jolly face, 
which was good humour itself as he said, "Come, Hetty-- come, little uns!" and 
giving his arm to his wife, led the way through the causeway gate into the yard.%

The "little uns" addressed were Marty and Tommy, boys of nine and seven, in 
little fustian tailed coats and knee-breeches, relieved by rosy cheeks and black 
eyes, looking as much like their father as a very small elephant is like a very large 
one.  Hetty walked between them, and behind came patient Molly, whose task it 
was to carry Totty through the yard and over all the wet places on the road; for 
Totty, having speedily recovered from her threatened fever, had insisted on 
going to church to-day, and especially on wearing her red-and-black necklace 
outside her tippet.  And there were many wet places for her to be carried over 
this afternoon, for there had been heavy showers in the morning, though now the 
clouds had rolled off and lay in towering silvery masses on the horizon. 

You might have known it was Sunday if you had only waked up in the 
farmyard.  The cocks and hens seemed to know it, and made only crooning 
subdued noises; the very bull-dog looked less savage, as if he would have been 
satisfied with a smaller bite than usual.  The sunshine seemed to call all things to 
rest and not to labour.  It was asleep itself on the moss-grown cow-shed; on the 
group of white ducks nestling together with their bills tucked under their wings; 
on the old black sow stretched languidly on the straw, while her largest young 
one found an excellent spring-bed on his mother's fat ribs; on Alick, the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cornelian: (n) chalcedony, calcedony. 
degeneracy: (n) corruption, depravity, 

decadence, degeneration, decline, 
debasement, decay, degenerateness, 
depravation, immorality; (adj, n) 
meanness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
morality, purity, righteousness. 

drab: (adj) dreary, gloomy, dingy, 
cheerless, somber, boring, dowdy, 
dark, colorless, dull, depressing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) colorful, vivid, 
brilliant, chic, flashy, interesting,  

cheerful, distinctive, smart, strong. 
fustian: (adj, n) rant, jargon; (adj) 

bombastic, inflated, pompous, 
grandiloquent, highfalutin, prose run 
mad; (n) claptrap, blah, grandiosity. 

pendant: (n) chandelier, counterpart, 
locket, match, lavaliere, lustre, 
appendage, sister; (adj) hanging, 
suspended, dangling. 

pitiable: (adj) forlorn, abject, pathetic, 
miserable, pitiful, wretched, 
lamentable, poor, squalid; (adj, v)  

deplorable, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) privileged, strong. 

promontory: (n) cape, headland, mull, 
point, ness, head, bluff, foreland, 
projection, peninsula, cliff. 

speedily: (adj, adv) quickly, quick, 
immediately; (adv) rapidly, promptly, 
hastily, swiftly, fast, apace, hurriedly, 
fleetly. ANTONYMS: (adv) later, 
eventually. 

tailed: (adj) pedunculate. 
tippet: (n) mantle, muffler, flap. 
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shepherd, in his new smock-frock, taking an uneasy siesta, half-sitting, half-
standing on the granary steps.  Alick was of opinion that church, like other 
luxuries, was not to be indulged in often by a foreman who had the weather and 
the ewes on his mind.  "Church!  Nay--I'n gotten summat else to think on," was 
an answer which he often uttered in a tone of bitter significance that silenced 
further question.  I feel sure Alick meant no irreverence; indeed, I know that his 
mind was not of a speculative, negative cast, and he would on no account have 
missed going to church on Christmas Day, Easter Sunday, and "Whissuntide."  
But he had a general impression that public worship and religious ceremonies, 
like other non-productive employments, were intended for people who had 
leisure.%

"There's Father a-standing at the yard-gate," said Martin Poyser.  "I reckon he 
wants to watch us down the field.  It's wonderful what sight he has, and him 
turned seventy-five." 

"Ah, I often think it's wi' th' old folks as it is wi' the babbies," said Mrs. 
Poyser; "they're satisfied wi' looking, no matter what they're looking at.  It's God 
A'mighty's way o' quietening 'em, I reckon, afore they go to sleep." 

Old Martin opened the gate as he saw the family procession approaching, 
and held it wide open, leaning on his stick--pleased to do this bit of work; for, 
like all old men whose life has been spent in labour, he liked to feel that he was 
still useful--that there was a better crop of onions in the garden because he was 
by at the sowing--and that the cows would be milked the better if he stayed at 
home on a Sunday afternoon to look on.  He always went to church on 
Sacrament Sundays, but not very regularly at other times; on wet Sundays, or 
whenever he had a touch of rheumatism, he used to read the three first chapters 
of Genesis instead. 

"They'll ha' putten Thias Bede i' the ground afore ye get to the churchyard," 
he said, as his son came up.  "It 'ud ha' been better luck if they'd ha' buried him i' 
the forenoon when the rain was fallin'; there's no likelihoods of a drop now; an' 
the moon lies like a boat there, dost see?  That's a sure sign o' fair weather-- 
there's a many as is false but that's sure." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

chapters: (n) contents. 
crop: (adj, v) clip, reap, shave; (v) 

browse, top, graze, cultivate, cut; (n, 
v) fruit, harvest; (n) craw. 

granary: (n) garner, warehouse, 
storage, grange, store, storehouse, 
cornloft, depot, farm, lathe, entrepot.

indulged: (adj) pet, privileged, 
cherished, admired. 

irreverence: (n) blasphemy, profanity, 
impiety, disrespect, desecration, 
sacrilege, mockery, discourtesy,  

encroachment, hypocrisy, 
impertinence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
reverence, piety, respect. 

non-productive: (adj) nonproductive. 
procession: (n) march, convoy, 

cortege, cavalcade, file, string, 
pageant, series, sequence, progress, 
column. 

quietening: (adj) calming, assuasive, 
soporific, unalarming, pacifying. 

rheumatism: (n) arthritis, atrophic 
arthritis, juvenile rheumatoid  

arthritis; (v) lumbago, podagra, 
otalgia, neuralgia, earache, 
cephalalgia, odontalgia, sciatica. 

siesta: (n, v) snooze, doze; (n) sleep, 
rest, forty winks, slumber, catnap; (v) 
coma, dream, ecstasis, hibernation. 

speculative: (adj) risky, theoretical, 
academic, inquisitive, notional, 
hypothetical, chancy, conjectural; 
(adj, v) contemplative, reflective; (v) 
meditative. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
definite, moderate, practical, proven. 
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"Aye, aye," said the son, "I'm in hopes it'll hold up now." 
"Mind what the parson says, mind what the parson says, my lads," said 

Grandfather to the black-eyed youngsters in knee-breeches, conscious of a 
marble or two in their pockets which they looked forward to handling, a little, 
secretly, during the sermon.%

"Dood-bye, Dandad," said Totty.  "Me doin' to church.  Me dot my netlace on.  
Dive me a peppermint." 

Grandad, shaking with laughter at this "deep little wench," slowly 
transferred his stick to his left hand, which held the gate open, and slowly thrust 
his finger into the waistcoat pocket on which Totty had fixed her eyes with a 
confident look of expectation. 

And when they were all gone, the old man leaned on the gate again, 
watching them across the lane along the Home Close, and through the far gate, 
till they disappeared behind a bend in the hedge.  For the hedgerows in those 
days shut out one's view, even on the better-managed farms; and this afternoon, 
the dog-roses were tossing out their pink wreaths, the nightshade was in its 
yellow and purple glory, the pale honeysuckle grew out of reach, peeping high 
up out of a holly bush, and over all an ash or a sycamore every now and then 
threw its shadow across the path. 

There were acquaintances at other gates who had to move aside and let them 
pass: at the gate of the Home Close there was half the dairy of cows standing one 
behind the other, extremely slow to understand that their large bodies might be 
in the way; at the far gate there was the mare holding her head over the bars, and 
beside her the liver-coloured foal with its head towards its mother's flank, 
apparently still much embarrassed by its own straddling existence.  The way lay 
entirely through Mr. Poyser's own fields till they reached the main road leading 
to the village, and he turned a keen eye on the stock and the crops as they went 
along, while Mrs. Poyser was ready to supply a running commentary on them 
all.  The woman who manages a dairy has a large share in making the rent, so 
she may well be allowed to have her opinion on stock and their "keep"--an 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

commentary: (n) comment, exposition, 
observation, note, article, footnote, 
remark, gloss, explanation, review, 
notation. 

crops: (n) crop. 
flank: (n) side, aspect, wing, abdomen, 

facet, subfigure, formation; (v) 
border, skirt; (adj) cover, ward. 

foal: (n) filly, pony, calf, horse, Arab, 
charger, thoroughbred, racer, palfrey, 
nag, jument. 

grandad: (n) grandpa, granddad,  

grandfather, granddaddy. 
honeysuckle: (n) Aquilegia 

Canadensis, Ausralian honeysuckle, 
coast banksia, banksia integrifolia, 
sweet wine, shrub, liqueur, bush, 
bush honeysuckle, coral honeysuckle, 
fly honeysuckle. 

mare: (n) Maria, Money makes the 
mare go, broodmare, doe, hen, bitch, 
horse, region, part, jennet, roe. 

nightshade: (n) hemlock, hellebore, 
kangaroo apple, horse nettle,  

henbane, deadly nightshade, 
belladonna, climbing nightshade, 
morel, common nightshade, aconite. 

straddling: (prep) on both sides of, 
with a leg on each side of; (adj) 
astride. 

sycamore: (n) plane tree, maple, great 
maple, mulberry fig, lacewood, 
buttonwood, platan, Scottish maple, 
tree, wood, plane. 

youngsters: (n) teenagers, young 
people, youth. 
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exercise which strengthens her understanding so much that she finds herself able 
to give her husband advice on most other subjects. 

"There's that shorthorned Sally," she said, as they entered the Home Close, 
and she caught sight of the meek beast that lay chewing the cud and looking at 
her with a sleepy eye.  "I begin to hate the sight o' the cow; and I say now what I 
said three weeks ago, the sooner we get rid of her the better, for there's that little 
yallow cow as doesn't give half the milk, and yet I've twice as much butter from 
her."%

"Why, thee't not like the women in general," said Mr. Poyser; "they like the 
shorthorns, as give such a lot o' milk.  There's Chowne's wife wants him to buy 
no other sort." 

"What's it sinnify what Chowne's wife likes?  A poor soft thing, wi' no more 
head-piece nor a sparrow.  She'd take a big cullender to strain her lard wi', and 
then wonder as the scratchin's run through.  I've seen enough of her to know as 
I'll niver take a servant from her house again--all hugger-mugger--and you'd 
niver know, when you went in, whether it was Monday or Friday, the wash 
draggin' on to th' end o' the week; and as for her cheese, I know well enough it 
rose like a loaf in a tin last year.  And then she talks o' the weather bein' i' fault, 
as there's folks 'ud stand on their heads and then say the fault was i' their boots." 

"Well, Chowne's been wanting to buy Sally, so we can get rid of her if thee 
lik'st," said Mr. Poyser, secretly proud of his wife's superior power of putting two 
and two together; indeed, on recent market-days he had more than once boasted 
of her discernment in this very matter of shorthorns.  "Aye, them as choose a soft 
for a wife may's well buy up the shorthorns, for if you get your head stuck in a 
bog, your legs may's well go after it.  Eh!  Talk o' legs, there's legs for you," Mrs. 
Poyser continued, as Totty, who had been set down now the road was dry, 
toddled on in front of her father and mother.  "There's shapes!  An' she's got such 
a long foot, she'll be her father's own child." 

"Aye, she'll be welly such a one as Hetty i' ten years' time, on'y she's got thy 
coloured eyes.  I niver remember a blue eye i' my family; my mother had eyes as 
black as sloes, just like Hetty's." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

beast: (n) animal, monster, swine, 
fiend, creature, scavenger, savage, 
critter, animate being, barbarian; (adj) 
bear. ANTONYM: (n) man. 

chewing: (n) chew, mastication, chaw, 
change of state; (adj) masticatory. 

coloured: (adj) colorful, biased, black, 
partial, painted, dyed, unfair, blue, 
hued, color, artificial. 

cullender: (n) sieve, strainer. 
discernment: (n, v) appreciation, 

sense, apprehension; (n)  

comprehension, discretion, taste, 
understanding, insight, 
discrimination, perception, 
recognition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ignorance, tastelessness, 
uncouthness, clumsiness. 

lard: (n) grease, suet, tallow, oil; (v) 
embellish, embroider, glorify, 
magnify, amplify, aggrandize, blow 
up. 

servant: (n) manservant, domestic, 
lackey, maid, employee, flunkey,  

retainer, boy, footman, flunky, 
menial. ANTONYMS: (n) master, 
mistress. 

sleepy: (adj) drowsy, dozy, slow, lazy, 
hypnotic, inactive, comatose, dull, 
heavy, dreamy; (adv) asleep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) awake, energetic, 
vigorous, clear, lively, refreshed. 

sparrow: (n) hedge sparrow, sparrows, 
passerine, house sparrow, accentor, 
true sparrow, spur, snag, passeriform 
bird, incitement. 
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"The child 'ull be none the worse for having summat as isn't like Hetty.  An' 
I'm none for having her so overpretty.  Though for the matter o' that, there's 
people wi' light hair an' blue eyes as pretty as them wi' black.  If Dinah had got a 
bit o' colour in her cheeks, an' didn't stick that Methodist cap on her head, 
enough to frighten the cows, folks 'ud think her as pretty as Hetty."%

"Nay, nay," said Mr. Poyser, with rather a contemptuous emphasis, "thee 
dostna know the pints of a woman.  The men 'ud niver run after Dinah as they 
would after Hetty." 

"What care I what the men 'ud run after?  It's well seen what choice the most 
of 'em know how to make, by the poor draggle-tails o' wives you see, like bits o' 
gauze ribbin, good for nothing when the colour's gone." 

"Well, well, thee canstna say but what I knowed how to make a choice when I 
married thee," said Mr. Poyser, who usually settled little conjugal disputes by a 
compliment of this sort; "and thee wast twice as buxom as Dinah ten year ago." 

"I niver said as a woman had need to be ugly to make a good missis of a 
house.  There's Chowne's wife ugly enough to turn the milk an' save the rennet, 
but she'll niver save nothing any other way.  But as for Dinah, poor child, she's 
niver likely to be buxom as long as she'll make her dinner o' cake and water, for 
the sake o' giving to them as want.  She provoked me past bearing sometimes; 
and, as I told her, she went clean again' the Scriptur', for that says, 'Love your 
neighbour as yourself'; 'but,' I said, 'if you loved your neighbour no better nor 
you do yourself, Dinah, it's little enough you'd do for him.  You'd be thinking he 
might do well enough on a half-empty stomach.'  Eh, I wonder where she is this 
blessed Sunday!  Sitting by that sick woman, I daresay, as she'd set her heart on 
going to all of a sudden." 

"Ah, it was a pity she should take such megrims into her head, when she 
might ha' stayed wi' us all summer, and eaten twice as much as she wanted, and 
it 'ud niver ha' been missed.  She made no odds in th' house at all, for she sat as 
still at her sewing as a bird on the nest, and was uncommon nimble at running 
to fetch anything.  If Hetty gets married, theed'st like to ha' Dinah wi' thee 
constant." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

conjugal: (adj, v) marital; (adj) 
connubial, nuptial, bridal, married, 
wedded, spousal, marriage, wedding, 
house, familial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unmarried, single, public, divorced. 

contemptuous: (adj) scornful, 
disdainful, insulting, arrogant, 
proud, haughty, derisive, cynical, 
sarcastic, disrespectful; (adj, v) 
supercilious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
approving, complimentary, 
deferential, humble, polite, respected, 

admiring. 
fetch: (v) carry, bring, bring in, 

convey, draw, elicit, deliver, catch, 
get, attract; (adj, n) feint. 

frighten: (v) cow, alarm, daunt, terrify, 
appall, scare, affright, intimidate, 
terrorize, appal; (n, v) fright. 
ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, reassure, 
soothe, calm. 

gauze: (n) film, curtain, blind, 
bandage, mask, mantle, muslin, 
screen, gauze bandage, shutter, daze.

megrims: (v) fuss, bustle, hubbub, 
racket, rout; (n) blues, depression, 
epilepsy, hypochondriasis; (adj) 
spleen, pessimism. 

nimble: (adj) lively, adroit, agile, brisk, 
spry, alert, expeditious, energetic, 
clever, lithe; (adj, v) light. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, heavy, 
stiff, slow, awkward, sluggish, unfit. 

rennet: (n) reed, renning, compound, 
coagulant, chemical compound, calf 
stomach, runnet. 
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"It's no use thinking o' that," said Mrs. Poyser.  "You might as well beckon to 
the flying swallow as ask Dinah to come an' live here comfortable, like other 
folks.  If anything could turn her, I should ha' turned her, for I've talked to her 
for a hour on end, and scolded her too; for she's my own sister's child, and it 
behoves me to do what I can for her.  But eh, poor thing, as soon as she'd said us 
'good-bye' an' got into the cart, an' looked back at me with her pale face, as is 
welly like her Aunt Judith come back from heaven, I begun to be frightened to 
think o' the set- downs I'd given her; for it comes over you sometimes as if she'd 
a way o' knowing the rights o' things more nor other folks have.  But I'll niver 
give in as that's 'cause she's a Methodist, no more nor a white calf's white 'cause 
it eats out o' the same bucket wi' a black un."%

"Nay," said Mr. Poyser, with as near an approach to a snarl as his good-
nature would allow; "I'm no opinion o' the Methodists.  It's on'y tradesfolks as 
turn Methodists; you nuver knew a farmer bitten wi' them maggots.  There's 
maybe a workman now an' then, as isn't overclever at's work, takes to preachin' 
an' that, like Seth Bede.  But you see Adam, as has got one o' the best head-pieces 
hereabout, knows better; he's a good Churchman, else I'd never encourage him 
for a sweetheart for Hetty." 

"Why, goodness me," said Mrs. Poyser, who had looked back while her 
husband was speaking, "look where Molly is with them lads!  They're the field's 
length behind us.  How could you let 'em do so, Hetty?  Anybody might as well 
set a pictur' to watch the children as you.  Run back and tell 'em to come on." 

Mr. and Mrs. Poyser were now at the end of the second field, so they set 
Totty on the top of one of the large stones forming the true Loamshire stile, and 
awaited the loiterers Totty observing with complacency, "Dey naughty, naughty 
boys--me dood." 

The fact was that this Sunday walk through the fields was fraught with great 
excitement to Marty and Tommy, who saw a perpetual drama going on in the 
hedgerows, and could no more refrain from stopping and peeping than if they 
had been a couple of spaniels or terriers.  Marty was quite sure he saw a yellow-
hammer on the boughs of the great ash, and while he was peeping, he missed the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

awaited: (adj) expected, appointed, 
scheduled, forthcoming, prospective.

beckon: (n, v) attract; (v) signal, 
summon, call, motion, sign, invite, 
gesture, nod, brandish, lure. 
ANTONYM: (v) repel. 

bitten: (adj) stung, rabid, annoyed; (v) 
smitten. 

complacency: (n) contentment, 
conceit, satisfaction, self-satisfaction, 
comfort, entire satisfaction, peace of 
mind, gratification; (adj) amiability,  

soft tongue, mansuetude. 
downs: (n) weary waste, heath, 

pampas, wold, wild, waste, veldt, 
steppe, savanna, prairie. 

eats: (n) grub, chuck, food, meat, meal, 
diet, nurture, eat, dinner, board, feed.

fraught: (v) replete; (adj) pregnant, 
laden, frantic, anxious, worried, 
distressed, filled, plenary, charged, 
distracted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
relaxed, carefree, devoid, calm. 

refrain: (v) desist, cease, fast, avoid,  

leave off, withhold, stop, spare; (adj, 
v) forbear; (n) chorus, hold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) participate, act, 
consume, persist. 

snarl: (n, v) tangle, growl, knot, 
muddle, yap, howl, bark; (adj, v) 
snap; (v) entangle; (n) kink, maze. 
ANTONYMS: (v) facilitate, undo. 

sweetheart: (n) dear, girl, darling, 
mistress, flame, beloved, boyfriend, 
love, steady; (adj, n) beau, admirer. 
ANTONYMS: (n) foe, enemy. 
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sight of a white-throated stoat, which had run across the path and was described 
with much fervour by the junior Tommy.  Then there was a little greenfinch, just 
fledged, fluttering along the ground, and it seemed quite possible to catch it, till 
it managed to flutter under the blackberry bush.  Hetty could not be got to give 
any heed to these things, so Molly was called on for her ready sympathy, and 
peeped with open mouth wherever she was told, and said "Lawks!" whenever 
she was expected to wonder.%

Molly hastened on with some alarm when Hetty had come back and called to 
them that her aunt was angry; but Marty ran on first, shouting, "We've found the 
speckled turkey's nest, Mother!" with the instinctive confidence that people who 
bring good news are never in fault. 

"Ah," said Mrs. Poyser, really forgetting all discipline in this pleasant 
surprise, "that's a good lad; why, where is it?" 

"Down in ever such a hole, under the hedge.  I saw it first, looking after the 
greenfinch, and she sat on th' nest." 

"You didn't frighten her, I hope," said the mother, "else she'll forsake it." 
"No, I went away as still as still, and whispered to Molly--didn't I, Molly?" 
"Well, well, now come on," said Mrs. Poyser, "and walk before Father and 

Mother, and take your little sister by the hand.  We must go straight on now.  
Good boys don't look after the birds of a Sunday." 

"But, Mother," said Marty, "you said you'd give half-a-crown to find the 
speckled turkey's nest.  Mayn't I have the half-crown put into my money-box?" 

"We'll see about that, my lad, if you walk along now, like a good boy." 
The father and mother exchanged a significant glance of amusement at their 

eldest-born's acuteness; but on Tommy's round face there was a cloud. 
"Mother," he said, half-crying, "Marty's got ever so much more money in his 

box nor I've got in mine." 
"Munny, me want half-a-toun in my bots," said Totty. 
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acuteness: (n) acuity, sharpness, 
acumen, discrimination, gravity, 
insight, sensitivity, perspicacity, 
penetration, keenness, intensity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) faintness, 
insignificance, dullness. 

amusement: (n) pleasure, recreation, 
entertainment, distraction, diversion, 
sport, pastime, laughter, enjoyment, 
joy, hobby. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sadness, boredom, work, tedium, 
business, despondency, discomfort,  

displeasure. 
blackberry: (v) bloater, bouilli, 

bouillon, breadfruit, chop suey, 
blancmange; (n) drupelet, mulberry, 
bramble, black haw, blackberry bush.

described: (adj) delineate, detailed, 
delineated, alleged. 

exchanged: (adj) counterchanged, 
bartered, substituted. 

fervour: (n) ardour, fervidness, 
fervency, fervor, ardor, enthusiasm, 
eagerness, zest, elan, ardency, fire. 

fledged: (adj) feathered, ripe, vaned, 
fledge, flidge. 

hedge: (v) fudge, dodge, elude, evade, 
skirt, duck, avoid, circumvent, 
equivocate; (n) barrier, hedging. 
ANTONYM: (v) confront. 

shouting: (adj, n) yelling; (adj) crying, 
howling, vociferous; (n) clamor, 
calling, noise, cheering, vociferation, 
tumult; (v) bawl. 

stoat: (n) ermine, weasel, polecat, 
shorttail weasel. 
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"Hush, hush, hush," said Mrs. Poyser, "did ever anybody hear such naughty 
children?  Nobody shall ever see their money-boxes any more, if they don't make 
haste and go on to church." 

This dreadful threat had the desired effect, and through the two remaining 
fields the three pair of small legs trotted on without any serious interruption, 
notwithstanding a small pond full of tadpoles, alias "bullheads," which the lads 
looked at wistfully.%

The damp hay that must be scattered and turned afresh to-morrow was not a 
cheering sight to Mr. Poyser, who during hay and corn harvest had often some 
mental struggles as to the benefits of a day of rest; but no temptation would have 
induced him to carry on any field-work, however early in the morning, on a 
Sunday; for had not Michael Holdsworth had a pair of oxen "sweltered" while he 
was ploughing on Good Friday?  That was a demonstration that work on sacred 
days was a wicked thing; and with wickedness of any sort Martin Poyser was 
quite clear that he would have nothing to do, since money got by such means 
would never prosper. 

"It a'most makes your fingers itch to be at the hay now the sun shines so," he 
observed, as they passed through the "Big Meadow."  "But it's poor foolishness 
to think o' saving by going against your conscience.  There's that Jim Wakefield, 
as they used to call 'Gentleman Wakefield,' used to do the same of a Sunday as o' 
weekdays, and took no heed to right or wrong, as if there was nayther God nor 
devil.  An' what's he come to?  Why, I saw him myself last market-day a-carrying 
a basket wi' oranges in't." 

"Ah, to be sure," said Mrs. Poyser, emphatically, "you make but a poor trap to 
catch luck if you go and bait it wi' wickedness.  The money as is got so's like to 
burn holes i' your pocket.  I'd niver wish us to leave our lads a sixpence but what 
was got i' the rightful way.  And as for the weather, there's One above makes it, 
and we must put up wi't: it's nothing of a plague to what the wenches are." 

Notwithstanding the interruption in their walk, the excellent habit which 
Mrs. Poyser's clock had of taking time by the forelock had secured their arrival 
at the village while it was still a quarter to two, though almost every one who 
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alias: (n) pseudonym, pen name, nom 
de plume, name, assumed name, 
nickname, stage name, soubriquet, 
title, nom de Guerre; (adv) also called.

cheering: (adj, n) encouraging, 
inspiriting; (adj) comforting, hearty, 
exhilarating, heartening, amusing; (n) 
applause, acclaim, ovation, cheers. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disheartening, 
heartbreaking, discouraging, 
depressing, dejecting, disturbing. 

foolishness: (n) folly, fatuity,  

craziness, nonsense, stupidity, 
indiscretion, ineptitude, mistake, 
fatuousness, irrationality; (adj, n) 
silliness. ANTONYMS: (n) prudence, 
sense, sensibleness, understanding, 
forethought, responsibility. 

forelock: (n) foretop, hair, ringlet, 
whorl, cotter, lock, quiff, curl, key. 

holes: (n) cavity, holes tow. 
itch: (n) urge, desire, impulse, scabies; 

(v) irritate, prickle, tingle, scratch, 
chafe; (adj) itchy; (n, v) wish.  

ANTONYMS: (n) aversion, 
disinclination. 

ploughing: (n) plowing, tilling, tillage, 
trenching. 

wickedness: (n) depravity, sin, 
sinfulness, iniquity, harm, ill, vice, 
evilness, corruption, immorality, 
crime. ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, 
kindness, piety, righteousness, 
benevolence, religiousness, 
obedience, good. 
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meant to go to church was already within the churchyard gates.  Those who 
stayed at home were chiefly mothers, like Timothy's Bess, who stood at her own 
door nursing her baby and feeling as women feel in that position-- that nothing 
else can be expected of them.%

It was not entirely to see Thias Bede's funeral that the people were standing 
about the churchyard so long before service began; that was their common 
practice.  The women, indeed, usually entered the church at once, and the 
farmers' wives talked in an undertone to each other, over the tall pews, about 
their illnesses and the total failure of doctor's stuff, recommending dandelion- 
tea, and other home-made specifics, as far preferable--about the servants, and 
their growing exorbitance as to wages, whereas the quality of their services 
declined from year to year, and there was no girl nowadays to be trusted any 
further than you could see her--about the bad price Mr. Dingall, the Treddleston 
grocer, was giving for butter, and the reasonable doubts that might be held as to 
his solvency, notwithstanding that Mrs. Dingall was a sensible woman, and they 
were all sorry for her, for she had very good kin.  Meantime the men lingered 
outside, and hardly any of them except the singers, who had a humming and 
fragmentary rehearsal to go through, entered the church until Mr. Irwine was in 
the desk.  They saw no reason for that premature entrance--what could they do 
in church if they were there before service began?--and they did not conceive that 
any power in the universe could take it ill of them if they stayed out and talked a 
little about "bus'ness." 

Chad Cranage looks like quite a new acquaintance to-day, for he has got his 
clean Sunday face, which always makes his little granddaughter cry at him as a 
stranger.  But an experienced eye would have fixed on him at once as the village 
blacksmith, after seeing the humble deference with which the big saucy fellow 
took off his hat and stroked his hair to the farmers; for Chad was accustomed to 
say that a working-man must hold a candle to a personage understood to be as 
black as he was himself on weekdays; by which evil-sounding rule of conduct he 
meant what was, after all, rather virtuous than otherwise, namely, that men who 
had horses to be shod must be treated with respect.  Chad and the rougher sort 
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chad: (n) Republic of Chad, Chadic, 
Chadic language, lake Chad, Tchad; 
(adj) Chadian. 

dandelion: (n) herb, taraxacum, family 
Compositae, family Asteraceae, 
daisy, compositae, common 
dandelion, aster family, Asteraceae. 

exorbitance: (n) excess, excessiveness, 
inordinateness, lavishment, 
exorbitancy, luxury, excessive excess, 
prosperity, outrageousness, 
enormity; (adj) extortion. 

grocer: (v) purveyor, feeder, batman, 
caterer, commissary, restaurateur, 
victualer, quartermaster; (n) 
merchandiser, grocery store, 
merchant. 

saucy: (adj, n) pert; (adj) bold, 
impudent, audacious, insolent, fresh, 
forward, impertinent, flippant, rude, 
brazen. ANTONYM: (adj) respectful. 

shod: (adj) shoed, calced, booted; (v) 
clad, costume. ANTONYM: (adj) 
discalced. 

solvency: (n) solvability, economic 
condition, solvent power, financial 
solvency. ANTONYM: (n) 
insolvency. 

specifics: (n) details, facts. 
virtuous: (adj) upright, pure, 

righteous, good, moral, just, 
honorable, honest, respectable, 
decent, pious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bad, sinful, corrupt, impure, 
unethical, decadent, degenerate, 
irreverent. 
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of workmen kept aloof from the grave under the white thorn, where the burial 
was going forward; but Sandy Jim, and several of the farm-labourers, made a 
group round it, and stood with their hats off, as fellow-mourners with the 
mother and sons.  Others held a midway position, sometimes watching the 
group at the grave, sometimes listening to the conversation of the farmers, who 
stood in a knot near the church door, and were now joined by Martin Poyser, 
while his family passed into the church.  On the outside of this knot stood Mr. 
Casson, the landlord of the Donnithorne Arms, in his most striking attitude--that 
is to say, with the forefinger of his right hand thrust between the buttons of his 
waistcoat, his left hand in his breeches pocket, and his head very much on one 
side; looking, on the whole, like an actor who has only a mono-syllabic part 
entrusted to him, but feels sure that the audience discern his fitness for the 
leading business; curiously in contrast with old Jonathan Burge, who held his 
hands behind him and leaned forward, coughing asthmatically, with an inward 
scorn of all knowingness that could not be turned into cash.  The talk was in 
rather a lower tone than usual to-day, hushed a little by the sound of Mr. 
Irwine's voice reading the final prayers of the burial-service.  They had all had 
their word of pity for poor Thias, but now they had got upon the nearer subject 
of their own grievances against Satchell, the Squire's bailiff, who played the part 
of steward so far as it was not performed by old Mr. Donnithorne himself, for 
that gentleman had the meanness to receive his own rents and make bargains 
about his own timber.  This subject of conversation was an additional reason for 
not being loud, since Satchell himself might presently be walking up the paved 
road to the church door.  And soon they became suddenly silent; for Mr. Irwine's 
voice had ceased, and the group round the white thorn was dispersing itself 
towards the church.%

They all moved aside, and stood with their hats off, while Mr. Irwine passed.  
Adam and Seth were coming next, with their mother between them; for Joshua 
Rann officiated as head sexton as well as clerk, and was not yet ready to follow 
the rector into the vestry.  But there was a pause before the three mourners came 
on: Lisbeth had turned round to look again towards the grave!  Ah!  There was 
nothing now but the brown earth under the white thorn.  Yet she cried less to-
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aloof: (adj) distant, reserved, cool, 
standoffish, unconcerned, indifferent, 
unfriendly, frigid, arrogant, cold; 
(adv) afar. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
friendly, involved, approachable, 
sociable, outgoing, open, 
enthusiastic, relaxed, communicative, 
affable, respectful. 

asthmatically: (adv) wheezily, 
wheezingly. 

bailiff: (n) officer, underwriter, 
castellan, solicitor, seneschal,  

secretary, proctor, official, 
middleman, functionary, broker. 

breeches: (n) knickers, inexpressibles, 
knickerbockers, brogues, short, 
smalls, overalls, small clothes, pants, 
trousers, pantaloons. 

hushed: (adj) calm, silent, still, 
subdued, placid, muffled, noiseless, 
soft, soundless, tranquil, gentle. 
ANTONYM: (adj) noisy. 

knowingness: (n) astuteness, 
awareness, cognizance,  

consciousness, feel, perspicacity, 
perspicaciousness, cognisance, ken, 
knowing, sense. 

meanness: (n) parsimony, closeness, 
pettiness, avarice, selfishness, 
baseness, stinginess, niggardliness, 
miserliness, nastiness; (adj, n) 
degeneracy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
generosity, extravagance, decency. 

vestry: (n) nave, quire, convocation, 
consistory, synod, choir, chapter, 
chancel, transept, aisle, conclave. 
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day than she had done any day since her husband's death.  Along with all her 
grief there was mixed an unusual sense of her own importance in having a 
"burial," and in Mr. Irwine's reading a special service for her husband; and 
besides, she knew the funeral psalm was going to be sung for him.  She felt this 
counter-excitement to her sorrow still more strongly as she walked with her sons 
towards the church door, and saw the friendly sympathetic nods of their fellow-
parishioners.%

The mother and sons passed into the church, and one by one the loiterers 
followed, though some still lingered without; the sight of Mr. Donnithorne's 
carriage, which was winding slowly up the hill, perhaps helping to make them 
feel that there was no need for haste. 

But presently the sound of the bassoon and the key-bugles burst forth; the 
evening hymn, which always opened the service, had begun, and every one must 
now enter and take his place. 

I cannot say that the interior of Hayslope Church was remarkable for 
anything except for the grey age of its oaken pews--great square pews mostly, 
ranged on each side of a narrow aisle.  It was free, indeed, from the modern 
blemish of galleries.  The choir had two narrow pews to themselves in the middle 
of the right-hand row, so that it was a short process for Joshua Rann to take his 
place among them as principal bass, and return to his desk after the singing was 
over.  The pulpit and desk, grey and old as the pews, stood on one side of the 
arch leading into the chancel, which also had its grey square pews for Mr. 
Donnithorne's family and servants.  Yet I assure you these grey pews, with the 
buff-washed walls, gave a very pleasing tone to this shabby interior, and agreed 
extremely well with the ruddy faces and bright waistcoats.  And there were 
liberal touches of crimson toward the chancel, for the pulpit and Mr. 
Donnithorne's own pew had handsome crimson cloth cushions; and, to close the 
vista, there was a crimson altar-cloth, embroidered with golden rays by Miss 
Lydia's own hand. 

But even without the crimson cloth, the effect must have been warm and 
cheering when Mr. Irwine was in the desk, looking benignly round on that 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

aisle: (n) thoroughfare, path, nave, 
corridor, gangway, lane, route, 
runway, access, glade, vista. 

bassoon: (n) basset horn, serpent, 
contrafagotto, double bassoon, oboe, 
corno di bassetto, cor anglais, bass 
clarinet, corno Inglese, hautboy. 

chancel: (n) sanctuary, Golgotha, 
quire, transept, vestry, crypt, nave, 
presbytery, choir, calvary, asylum. 

embroidered: (adj) ornate, inflated, 
exaggerated, bewrought, decorated. 

oaken: (adj) woody. 
pleasing: (adj, n) acceptable; (adj) 

amiable, lovable, amusing, attractive, 
gratifying, lovely, pleasant, 
charming, delightful, inviting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unpleasant, 
unwelcome, infuriating, 
disappointing, straight, hurtful, 
maddening, displeasing, discordant, 
harsh, frustrating. 

psalm: (n) hymn, chant, psalmody, 
anthem, song, Salm; (v) sing. 

shabby: (adj) poor, abject, mean, 
mangy, low, sorry, decrepit, worn, 
sordid, ragged; (adj, v) frayed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pristine, elegant, 
opulent, honorable, decent, new, 
neat, comfortable, tasteful, strong, 
respectful. 

vista: (n) outlook, panorama, horizon, 
aspect, scene, landscape, scenery, 
picture, alley; (adj, n) view, 
perspective. 
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simple congregation--on the hardy old men, with bent knees and shoulders, 
perhaps, but with vigour left for much hedge- clipping and thatching; on the tall 
stalwart frames and roughly cut bronzed faces of the stone-cutters and 
carpenters; on the half-dozen well-to-do farmers, with their apple-cheeked 
families; and on the clean old women, mostly farm-labourers' wives, with their 
bit of snow-white cap-border under their black bonnets, and with their withered 
arms, bare from the elbow, folded passively over their chests.  For none of the 
old people held books--why should they?  Not one of them could read.  But they 
knew a few "good words" by heart, and their withered lips now and then moved 
silently, following the service without any very clear comprehension indeed, but 
with a simple faith in its efflcacy to ward off harm and bring blessing.  And now 
all faces were visible, for all were standing up--the little children on the seats 
peeping over the edge of the grey pews, while good Bishop Ken's evening hymn 
was being sung to one of those lively psalm-tunes which died out with the last 
generation of rectors and choral parish clerks.  Melodies die out, like the pipe of 
Pan, with the ears that love them and listen for them.  Adam was not in his usual 
place among the singers to-day, for he sat with his mother and Seth, and he 
noticed with surprise that Bartle Massey was absent too--all the more agreeable 
for Mr. Joshua Rann, who gave out his bass notes with unusual complacency and 
threw an extra ray of severity into the glances he sent over his spectacles at the 
recusant Will Maskery.%

I beseech you to imagine Mr. Irwine looking round on this scene,  in his 
ample white surplice that became him so well, with his powdered hair thrown 
back, his rich brown complexion, and his finely cut nostril and upper lip; for 
there was a certain virtue in that benignant yet keen countenance as there is in all 
human faces from which a generous soul beams out.  And over all streamed the 
delicious June sunshine through the old windows, with their desultory patches 
of yellow, red, and blue, that threw pleasant touches of colour on the opposite 
wall. 

I think, as Mr. Irwine looked round to-day, his eyes rested an instant longer 
than usual on the square pew occupied by Martin Poyser and his family.  And 
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bronzed: (adj) bronze, browned, tan, 
suntanned, sunburned, ruddy, 
brunet, brown, brunette. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pale. 

choral: (adj) vocal, operatic, lyric, 
singing, voiced, speaking, musical, 
instrumental; (n) anthem, chorale; 
(adj, adv) a cappella. 

desultory: (adj) indiscriminate, 
aimless, spasmodic, purposeless, 
capricious, superficial, cursory, 
random, rambling, immethodical,  

fitful. ANTONYM: (adj) 
wholehearted. 

frames: (n) framework, ribs. 
passively: (adv) inactively, inertly, 

quiescently, unresistingly, patiently, 
acquiescently, compliantly, meekly, 
tamely, dormantly, dutifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) vigorously, 
actively, assertively, defiantly. 

powdered: (adj) powdery, fine, 
crushed, milled, ground, broken up, 
finer, minced, pulverised; (n)  

punctated, milk. 
recusant: (n) heretic, nonconformist, 

beatnik, contestant; (v) Protestant; 
(adj) dissentient, negative, contrary, 
contumacious, disobedient, 
unorthodox. 

surplice: (n) robe, Geneva gown frock, 
gown, pallium. 

well-to-do: (adj) rich, well-off, affluent, 
opulent, prosperous, moneyed, 
substantial, comfortable, easy, 
fortunate. 
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there %was another pair of dark eyes that found it impossible not to wander 
thither, and rest on that round pink-and-white figure.  But Hetty was at that 
moment quite careless of any glances--she was absorbed in the thought that 
Arthur Donnithorne would soon be coming into church, for the carriage must 
surely be at the church-gate by this time.  She had never seen him since she 
parted with him in the wood on Thursday evening, and oh, how long the time 
had seemed!  Things had gone on just the same as ever since that evening; the 
wonders that had happened then had brought no changes after them; they were 
already like a dream.  When she heard the church door swinging, her heart beat 
so, she dared not look up.  She felt that her aunt was curtsying; she curtsied 
herself.  That must be old Mr. Donnithorne--he always came first, the wrinkled 
small old man, peering round with short-sighted glances at the bowing and 
curtsying congregation; then she knew Miss Lydia was passing, and though 
Hetty liked so much to look at her fashionable little coal- scuttle bonnet, with the 
wreath of small roses round it, she didn't mind it to-day.  But there were no more 
curtsies--no, he was not come; she felt sure there was nothing else passing the 
pew door but the house-keeper's black bonnet and the lady's maid's beautiful 
straw hat that had once been Miss Lydia's, and then the powdered heads of the 
butler and footman.  No, he was not there; yet she would look now--she might 
be mistaken--for, after all, she had not looked.  So she lifted up her eyelids and 
glanced timidly at the cushioned pew in the chancel--there was no one but old 
Mr. Donnithorne rubbing his spectacles with his white handkerchief, and Miss 
Lydia opening the large gilt-edged prayer-book.  The chill disappointment was 
too hard to bear.  She felt herself turning pale, her lips trembling; she was ready 
to cry.  Oh, what should she do?  Everybody would know the reason; they would 
know she was crying because Arthur was not there.  And Mr. Craig, with the 
wonderful hothouse plant in his button-hole, was staring at her, she knew.  It 
was dreadfully long before the General Confession began, so that she could 
kneel down.  Two great drops would fall then, but no one saw them except good-
natured Molly, for her aunt and uncle knelt with their backs towards her.  Molly, 
unable to imagine any cause for tears in church except faintness, of which she 
had a vague traditional knowledge, drew out of her pocket a queer little flat blue 
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cushioned: (adj) spongy, cushiony. 
dreadfully: (adj, adv) frightfully, 

shockingly; (adv) fearfully, 
appallingly, hideously, horrendously, 
horribly, atrociously, ghastly, 
tremendously, horridly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasantly, 
wonderfully, happily, hardly, 
superbly, well. 

faintness: (n) weakness, debility, 
indistinctness, languor, fuzziness, 
blurriness, fogginess, dullness,  

ambiguity, lassitude, infirmity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) acuteness, strength, 
harshness, clearness, loudness, 
clarity. 

footman: (n) attendant, butler, 
follower, flunkey, flunky, varlet, 
servitor, valet de chambre, boy, 
knave; (n, v) lackey. 

gilt-edged: (adj) elite, fine. 
hothouse: (n) greenhouse, glasshouse, 

hotbed, stove, washhouse, greenery, 
orangery, nursery, stovehouse,  

conservatoire; (v) brothel. 
kneel: (v) genuflect, cringe, stoop, bob, 

cry for quarter, dip, duck, humble 
oneself; (n) kneeling, knee, 
movement. 

scuttle: (v) scurry, scamper, hasten, 
hurry, sink, post; (n, v) run; (n) 
hatchway, coal scuttle, opening, 
bucket. 

wreath: (n) crown, coronal, garland, 
chaplet, lei, circle, posy, fascia, 
cincture, girdle, laurels. 
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smelling-bottle, and after much labour in pulling the cork out, thrust the narrow 
neck against Hetty's nostrils.  "It donna smell," she whispered, thinking this was 
a great advantage which old salts had over fresh ones: they did you good 
without biting your nose.  Hetty pushed it away peevishly; but this little flash of 
temper did what the salts could not have done--it roused her to wipe away the 
traces of her tears, and try with all her might not to shed any more.  Hetty had a 
certain strength in her vain little nature: she would have borne anything rather 
than be laughed at, or pointed at with any other feeling than admiration; she 
would have pressed her own nails into her tender flesh rather than people 
should know a secret she did not want them to know.%

What fluctuations there were in her busy thoughts and feelings, while Mr. 
Irwine was pronouncing the solemn "Absolution" in her deaf ears, and through 
all the tones of petition that followed!  Anger lay very close to disappointment, 
and soon won the victory over the conjectures her small ingenuity could devise 
to account for Arthur's absence on the supposition that he really wanted to come, 
really wanted to see her again.  And by the time she rose from her knees 
mechanically, because all the rest were rising, the colour had returned to her 
cheeks even with a heightened glow, for she was framing little indignant 
speeches to herself, saying she hated Arthur for giving her this pain--she would 
like him to suffer too.  Yet while this selfish tumult was going on in her soul, her 
eyes were bent down on her prayer-book, and the eyelids with their dark fringe 
looked as lovely as ever.  Adam Bede thought so, as he glanced at her for a 
moment on rising from his knees. 

But Adam's thoughts of Hetty did not deafen him to the service; they rather 
blended with all the other deep feelings for which the church service was a 
channel to him this afternoon, as a certain consciousness of our entire past and 
our imagined future blends itself with all our moments of keen sensibility.  And 
to Adam the church service was the best channel he could have found for his 
mingled regret, yearning, and resignation; its interchange of beseeching cries for 
help with outbursts of faith and praise, its recurrent responses and the familiar 
rhythm of its collects, seemed to speak for him as no other form of worship could 
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blended: (adj) mixed, miscellaneous, 
composite, assorted, alloyed, 
amalgamated, beaten, adulterate, 
conglomerate; (n) medley; (v) mingle.

deafen: (adj) stun, render deaf; (v) 
desensitize, soften, weaken, muffle, 
deave, dampen, blindfold. 

framing: (n) frame, casing, sash, 
doorcase, cornice, cowcatcher, 
coaming, deckle, clotheshorse, buffer, 
derrick. 

interchange: (n, v) change, barter; (v)  

commute, switch, alternate, 
substitute, convert, replace, 
counterchange, transpose; (n) traffic. 

nostrils: (n) naris, nose. 
pronouncing: (v) pronounce; (n) 

pronunciation, utterance. 
sensibility: (adj, n, v) feeling, notion; 

(n, v) sensation, appreciation, sense; 
(n) emotion, sensitivity, 
consciousness, perceptivity, 
awareness; (adj, n) sentiment. 
ANTONYM: (n) insensitivity. 

tumult: (adj, n, v) hubbub, disturbance; 
(n) stir, commotion, bustle, din, fuss, 
excitement; (n, v) clamor, disorder, 
brawl. ANTONYMS: (n) peace, push, 
serenity, order, calm. 

yearning: (n) hankering, aspiration, 
thirst, craving, desire, hunger, 
nostalgia, eagerness; (adj) wistful, 
pining, desirous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disinterested; (n) dislike, 
disinclination, apathy. 
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have done; as, to those early Christians who had worshipped from their 
childhood upwards in catacombs, the torch-light and shadows must have 
seemed nearer the Divine presence than the heathenish daylight of the streets.  
The secret of our emotions never lies in the bare object, but in its subtle relations 
to our own past: no wonder the secret escapes the unsympathizing oberver, who 
might as well put on his spectacles to discern odours.%

But there was one reason why even a chance comer would have found the 
service in Hayslope Church more impressive than in most other village nooks in 
the kingdom--a reason of which I am sure you have not the slightest suspicion.  It 
was the reading of our friend Joshua Rann.  Where that good shoemaker got his 
notion of reading from remained a mystery even to his most intimate 
acquaintances.  I believe, after all, he got it chiefly from Nature, who had poured 
some of her music into this honest conceited soul, as she had been known to do 
into other narrow souls before his.  She had given him, at least, a fine bass voice 
and a musical ear; but I cannot positively say whether these alone had sufficed to 
inspire him with the rich chant in which he delivered the responses.  The way he 
rolled from a rich deep forte into a melancholy cadence, subsiding, at the end of 
the last word, into a sort of faint resonance, like the lingering vibrations of a fine 
violoncello, I can compare to nothing for its strong calm melancholy but the rush 
and cadence of the wind among the autumn boughs.  This may seem a strange 
mode of speaking about the reading of a parish clerk--a man in rusty spectacles, 
with stubbly hair, a large occiput, and a prominent crown.  But that is Nature's 
way: she will allow a gentleman of splendid physiognomy and poetic aspirations 
to sing woefully out of tune, and not give him the slightest hint of it; and takes 
care that some narrow-browed fellow, trolling a ballad in the corner of a pot-
house, shall be as true to his intervals as a bird. 

Joshua himself was less proud of his reading than of his singing, and it was 
always with a sense of heightened importance that he passed from the desk to 
the choir.  Still more to-day: it was a special occasion, for an old man, familiar to 
all the parish, had died a sad death--not in his bed, a circumstance the most 
painful to the mind of the peasant--and now the funeral psalm was to be sung in 
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forte: (adj, n) faculty, ability, 
endowment; (n) strong point, 
strength, specialty, strong suit, 
metier; (adj) loud, strong; (adv) 
loudly. ANTONYMS: (n) weakness, 
failing. 

heathenish: (adj) pagan, gothic, 
paganish, savage, doggerel, 
tramontane, barbarous, gentile, 
brutal, ethnic, ferocious. 

heightened: (adj) excited, intense, 
irritate, keen, resonant, sensitive. 

occiput: (n) os. 
resonance: (n) ringing, sonority, 

vibration, reverberation, echo, 
plangency, timbre, timber, noise, 
ring, accord. ANTONYM: (n) 
weakness. 

stubbly: (adj) bestubbled, stubby, 
bristly, thick, bearded, wiry, coarse, 
hairy, unshaven. 

subsiding: (n) settling, subsidence, 
remission, remittal, cave in, sinking; 
(adj) decreasing. 

unsympathizing: (adj) unsympathetic. 
vibrations: (n) vibes, atmosphere, 

ambiance, premonition, 
undercurrent, feelings, vibraharp, 
vibraphone, ambience. 

woefully: (adv) lamentably, 
deplorably, unhappily, mournfully, 
wretchedly, gloomily, ruefully; (adj, 
adv) grievously, dreadfully, 
piteously, miserably. 

worshipped: (adj) adored, idolized, 
venerable. 
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memory %of his sudden departure.  Moreover, Bartle Massey was not at church, 
and Joshua's importance in the choir suffered no eclipse.  It was a solemn minor 
strain they sang.  The old psalm-tunes have many a wail among them, and the 
words— 
 

Thou sweep'st us off as with a flood; 
We vanish hence like dreams— 

 
seemed to have a closer application than usual in the death of poor Thias.  

The mother and sons listened, each with peculiar feelings.  Lisbeth had a vague 
belief that the psalm was doing her husband good; it was part of that decent 
burial which she would have thought it a greater wrong to withhold from him 
than to have caused him many unhappy days while he was living.  The more 
there was said about her husband, the more there was done for him, surely the 
safer he would be.  It was poor Lisbeth's blind way of feeling that human love 
and pity are a ground of faith in some other love.  Seth, who was easily touched, 
shed tears, and tried to recall, as he had done continually since his father's death, 
all that he had heard of the possibility that a single moment of consciousness at 
the last might be a moment of pardon and reconcilement; for was it not written 
in the very psalm they were singing that the Divine dealings were not measured 
and circumscribed by time?  Adam had never been unable to join in a psalm 
before.  He had known plenty of trouble and vexation since he had been a lad, 
but this was the first sorrow that had hemmed in his voice, and strangely enough 
it was sorrow because the chief source of his past trouble and vexation was for 
ever gone out of his reach.  He had not been able to press his father's hand before 
their parting, and say, "Father, you know it was all right between us; I never 
forgot what I owed you when I was a lad; you forgive me if I have been too hot 
and hasty now and then!" Adam thought but little to-day of the hard work and 
the earnings he had spent on his father: his thoughts ran constantly on what the 
old man's feelings had been in moments of humiliation, when he had held down 
his head before the rebukes of his son.  When our indignation is borne in 
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circumscribed: (adj) bounded, finite, 
confined, delimited, restricted, 
insular, narrow, bigoted, qualified, 
close, accurate. 

eclipse: (v) darken, overshadow, 
cloud, shade, outdo, surpass, dim, 
transcend, outshine, outweigh; (n) 
disappearance. ANTONYMS: (n) rise; 
(v) fail, brighten, clear, disclose. 

hasty: (adj) fast, abrupt, cursory, fleet, 
sudden, rash, impetuous, careless, 
speedy, hurried, quick. ANTONYMS: 

(adj) deliberate, considered, leisurely, 
sensible, gradual, thorough, cautious, 
careful, roundabout, prudent, 
patient. 

reconcilement: (v) agreement, 
accordment; (n) rapprochement, 
accommodation, propitiation, 
mediation, atonement, appeasement, 
pacification, reconciliation statement, 
expiation. 

sang: (n) panax quinquefolius, sing, 
herb, herbaceous plant. 

solemn: (adj, n, v) serious; (adj, v) 
sober, important, sedate, devout, 
formal, demure; (adj) heavy, 
dignified, sacred; (adj, n) earnest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous, 
cheerful, unceremonious, funny, 
playful, flippant, relaxed. 

withhold: (v) reserve, keep, suppress, 
deny, retain, hold, detain, restrain, 
abstain, check; (adj, v) stint. 
ANTONYMS: (v) transmit, release, 
show, lavish, add. 
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submissive silence, we are apt to feel twinges of doubt afterwards as to our own 
generosity, if not justice; how much more when the object of our anger has gone 
into everlasting silence, and we have seen his face for the last time in the 
meekness of death! 

"Ah!  I was always too hard," Adam said to himself.  "It's a sore fault in me as 
I'm so hot and out o' patience with people when they do wrong, and my heart 
gets shut up against 'em, so as I can't bring myself to forgive 'em.  I see clear 
enough there's more pride nor love in my soul, for I could sooner make a 
thousand strokes with th' hammer for my father than bring myself to say a kind 
word to him.  And there went plenty o' pride and temper to the strokes, as the 
devil will be having his finger in what we call our duties as well as our sins.  
Mayhap the best thing I ever did in my life was only doing what was easiest for 
myself.  It's allays been easier for me to work nor to sit still, but the real tough job 
for me 'ud be to master my own will and temper and go right against my own 
pride.  It seems to me now, if I was to find Father at home to-night, I should 
behave different; but there's no knowing--perhaps nothing 'ud be a lesson to us if 
it didn't come too late.  It's well we should feel as life's a reckoning we can't 
make twice over; there's no real making amends in this world, any more nor you 
can mend a wrong subtraction by doing your addition right."%

This was the key-note to which Adam's thoughts had perpetually returned 
since his father's death, and the solemn wail of the funeral psalm was only an 
influence that brought back the old thoughts with stronger emphasis.  So was the 
sermon, which Mr. Irwine had chosen with reference to Thias's funeral.  It spoke 
briefly and simply of the words, "In the midst of life we are in death"--how the 
present moment is all we can call our own for works of mercy, of righteous 
dealing, and of family tenderness.  All very old truths--but what we thought the 
oldest truth becomes the most startling to us in the week when we have looked 
on the dead face of one who has made a part of our own lives.  For when men 
want to impress us with the effect of a new and wonderfully vivid light, do they 
not let it fall on the most familiar objects, that we may measure its intensity by 
remembering the former dimness? 
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amends: (n) atonement, compensation, 
recompense, satisfaction, redress, 
damages, reprisal, indemnity, 
requital; (n, v) restitution, restoration.

dimness: (n) darkness, gloom, 
shadow, haze, faintness, obscurity, 
dusk, dark, cloudiness, duskiness, 
gloominess. ANTONYMS: (n) light, 
brightness, intelligence, clearness, 
strength, clarity. 

mend: (adj, v) improve; (v) correct, 
cure, heal, doctor, better, amend,  

restore, convalesce; (n, v) fix, patch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) worsen, tear, 
smash, decline, deteriorate; (n) 
fracture. 

reckoning: (n) calculation, 
computation, bill, score, computing, 
liquidation, clearance; (n, v) count, 
enumeration, account, estimation. 

strokes: (n) approval, reward, 
recognition, prize, acclaim, credit, 
brownie points. 

submissive: (adj) obedient, passive,  

meek, dutiful, obsequious, docile, 
compliant, resigned, subject, lowly, 
servile. ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, 
resistant, disobedient, defiant, 
obstinate, rebellious, wild, 
intractable, proactive; (adv) bossily. 

subtraction: (n) minus, withdrawal, 
reduction, diminution, discount, tax 
deduction, abatement; (n, v) addition, 
multiplication, division; (v) subtract. 
ANTONYMS: (n) addition, 
estimation, credit. 
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Then came the moment of the final blessing, when the forever sublime 
words, "The peace of God, which passeth all understanding," seemed to blend 
with the calm afternoon sunshine that fell on the bowed heads of the 
congregation; and then the quiet rising, the mothers tying on the bonnets of the 
little maidens who had slept through the sermon, the fathers collecting the 
prayer-books, until all streamed out through the old archway into the green 
churchyard and began their neighbourly talk, their simple civilities, and their 
invitations to tea; for on a Sunday every one was ready to receive a guest--it was 
the day when all must be in their best clothes and their best humour.%

Mr. and Mrs. Poyser paused a minute at the church gate: they were waiting 
for Adam to Come up, not being contented to go away without saying a kind 
word to the widow and her sons. 

"Well, Mrs. Bede," said Mrs. Poyser, as they walked on together, "you must 
keep up your heart; husbands and wives must be content when they've lived to 
rear their children and see one another's hair grey." 

"Aye, aye," said Mr. Poyser; "they wonna have long to wait for one another 
then, anyhow.  And ye've got two o' the strapping'st sons i' th' country; and well 
you may, for I remember poor Thias as fine a broad-shouldered fellow as need to 
be; and as for you, Mrs. Bede, why you're straighter i' the back nor half the 
young women now." 

"Eh," said Lisbeth, "it's poor luck for the platter to wear well when it's broke i' 
two.  The sooner I'm laid under the thorn the better.  I'm no good to nobody 
now." 

Adam never took notice of his mother's little unjust plaints; but Seth said, 
"Nay, Mother, thee mustna say so.  Thy sons 'ull never get another mother." 

"That's true, lad, that's true," said Mr. Poyser; "and it's wrong on us to give 
way to grief, Mrs. Bede; for it's like the children cryin' when the fathers and 
mothers take things from 'em.  There's One above knows better nor us." 

"Ah," said Mrs. Poyser, "an' it's poor work allays settin' the dead above the 
livin'.  We shall all on us be dead some time, I reckon--it 'ud be better if folks 'ud 
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anyhow: (adv) somehow, at any rate, 
in any case, whatever, in any event, 
regardless, however, though, besides, 
nonetheless, one way or another. 

archway: (n) arcade, entry, 
entranceway, entryway, entree, 
doorway, entrance. 

bowed: (adj) arched, curved, inclined, 
crooked, arciform, arching, arced, 
bandy, arcuate, twisted, bended. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, concave, 
plucked. 

collecting: (n) compilation, 
accumulation, collection, collation, 
assemblage, aggregation, pickup, 
philately, numismatics; (adj) 
gathering, philatelic. 

contented: (adj) content, happy, 
comfortable, quiet, cheerful, smug, 
complacent, satisfied, easy, proud, 
delighted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
discontented, unhappy, depressed, 
unsatisfied, sad, anxious. 

sublime: (adj, v) majestic; (adj)  

dignified, grand, lofty, magnificent, 
elevated, noble, exalted, glorious; (v) 
sacred, sublimate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
poor, ridiculous. 

thorn: (n) barb, prickle, bramble, 
spike, point, brier, pricker, needle, 
sticker, fang; (adj, n) sting. 

unjust: (adj) partial, injurious, wrong, 
inequitable, unrighteous, wicked, 
foul, wrongful, improper, unmerited, 
unjustified. ANTONYMS: (adj) just, 
equitable, rightful, reasonable, good. 
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make much on us beforehand, i'stid o' beginnin' when we're gone.  It's but little 
good you'll do a-watering the last year's crop." 

"Well, Adam," said Mr. Poyser, feeling that his wife's words were, as usual, 
rather incisive than soothing, and that it would be well to change the subject, 
"you'll come and see us again now, I hope.  I hanna had a talk with you this long 
while, and the missis here wants you to see what can be done with her best 
spinning-wheel, for it's got broke, and it'll be a nice job to mend it--there'll want a 
bit o' turning.  You'll come as soon as you can now, will you?" 

Mr. Poyser paused and looked round while he was speaking, as if to see 
where Hetty was; for the children were running on before.  Hetty was not 
without a companion, and she had, besides, more pink and white about her than 
ever, for she held in her hand the wonderful pink-and-white hot-house plant, 
with a very long name--a Scotch name, she supposed, since people said Mr. 
Craig the gardener was Scotch.  Adam took the opportunity of looking round 
too; and I am sure you will not require of him that he should feel any vexation in 
observing a pouting expression on Hetty's face as she listened to the gardener's 
small talk.  Yet in her secret heart she was glad to have him by her side, for she 
would perhaps learn from him how it was Arthur had not come to church.  Not 
that she cared to ask him the question, but she hoped the information would be 
given spontaneously; for Mr. Craig, like a superior man, was very fond of giving 
information.%

Mr. Craig was never aware that his conversation and advances were received 
coldly, for to shift one's point of view beyond certain limits is impossible to the 
most liberal and expansive mind; we are none of us aware of the impression we 
produce on Brazilian monkeys of feeble understanding--it is possible they see 
hardly anything in us.  Moreover, Mr. Craig was a man of sober passions, and 
was already in his tenth year of hesitation as to the relative advantages of 
matrimony and bachelorhood.  It is true that, now and then, when he had been a 
little heated by an extra glass of grog, he had been heard to say of Hetty that the 
"lass was well enough," and that "a man might do worse"; but on convivial 
occasions men are apt to express themselves strongly. 
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bachelorhood: (n) single, unmarried, 
spinsterhood, bachelorship, 
bachelorism. 

convivial: (adj) companionable, 
happy, friendly, frolicsome, genial, 
social, sociable, pleasant, hospitable, 
gregarious, jovial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
solemn, taciturn, sober, serious, grim, 
dull, unfriendly, antisocial, 
unwelcoming, frosty, shy. 

expansive: (adj) comprehensive, 
broad, effusive, communicative,  

outgoing, open, capacious, extensive, 
ample, spacious, demonstrative. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) restricted, 
restrained, reserved, withdrawn, 
silent, quiet, mean, inhibited, 
cramped, constricted, confined. 

gardener: (n) horticulturist, farmer, 
florist, employee, hedger, 
husbandman, transplanter. 

grog: (n) liquor, grog grain, toddy, 
bishop, rumbo; (v) blue ruin, port 
wine, purl, wassail, negus. 

incisive: (adj, n) acute, cutting, 
piercing, smart, quick; (adj) pungent, 
keen, penetrating, pointed, poignant, 
discriminating. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unintelligent, dull, stupid. 

matrimony: (n) wedding, union, 
marriage ceremony, nuptials, 
endogamy, bigamy, intermixture, 
alloyage, exogamy, intermarriage; (n, 
v) wedlock. 

monkeys: (n) Anthropoidea, 
hominids, suborder Anthropoidea. 
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Martin Poyser held Mr. Craig in honour, as a man who "knew his business" 
and who had great lights concerning soils and compost; but he was less of a 
favourite with Mrs. Poyser, who had more than once said in confidence to her 
husband, "You're mighty fond o' Craig, but for my part, I think he's welly like a 
cock as thinks the sun's rose o' purpose to hear him crow."  For the rest, Mr. 
Craig was an estimable gardener, and was not without reasons for having a high 
opinion of himself.  He had also high shoulders and high cheek-bones and hung 
his head forward a little, as he walked along with his hands in his breeches 
pockets.  I think it was his pedigree only that had the advantage of being Scotch, 
and not his "bringing up"; for except that he had a stronger burr in his accent, his 
speech differed little from that of the Loamshire people about him.  But a 
gardener is Scotch, as a French teacher is Parisian.%

"Well, Mr. Poyser," he said, before the good slow farmer had time to speak, 
"ye'll not be carrying your hay to-morrow, I'm thinking.  The glass sticks at 
'change,' and ye may rely upo' my word as we'll ha' more downfall afore twenty-
four hours is past.  Ye see that darkish-blue cloud there upo' the 'rizon--ye know 
what I mean by the 'rizon, where the land and sky seems to meet?" 

"Aye, aye, I see the cloud," said Mr. Poyser, "'rizon or no 'rizon.  It's right o'er 
Mike Holdsworth's fallow, and a foul fallow it is." 

"Well, you mark my words, as that cloud 'ull spread o'er the sky pretty nigh 
as quick as you'd spread a tarpaulin over one o' your hay-ricks.  It's a great thing 
to ha' studied the look o' the clouds.  Lord bless you!  Th' met'orological 
almanecks can learn me nothing, but there's a pretty sight o' things I could let 
them up to, if they'd just come to me.  And how are you, Mrs. Poyser?-- thinking 
o' getherin' the red currants soon, I reckon.  You'd a deal better gether 'em afore 
they're o'erripe, wi' such weather as we've got to look forward to.  How do ye do, 
Mistress Bede?" Mr. Craig continued, without a pause, nodding by the way to 
Adam and Seth.  "I hope y' enjoyed them spinach and gooseberries as I sent 
Chester with th' other day.  If ye want vegetables while ye're in trouble, ye know 
where to come to.  It's well known I'm not giving other folks' things away, for 
when I've supplied the house, the garden s my own spekilation, and it isna every 
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burr: (n) bit, birrus, bureau, burrel, 
borel, flash, pericarp; (v) pipe, jangle, 
clink, clank. 

downfall: (n) ruin, decline, 
destruction, debacle, defeat, descent, 
decadence, failure, undoing, 
devastation, bane. ANTONYMS: (n) 
making, ascension, lift, salvation, 
victory, creation, beginning. 

estimable: (adj) creditable, reputable, 
valuable, admirable, respectable, 
computable, honorable, good; (adj, n) 

worthy, meritorious, deserving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dishonorable, 
disliked, disregarded, disreputable, 
disrespected, scorned, contemptible, 
lamentable, unimpressive. 

fallow: (adj) dormant, yellow, 
unbroken, uncultivated, citrine, 
aureate, idle, unplanted, unseeded; 
(n) tillage, tilth. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
planted, fertile, cultivated, active, 
prolific, creative. 

hung: (n) hanging; (v) Heng; (adj)  

fatigued, puzzled, decorated. 
pedigree: (n) descent, extraction, 

stock, ancestry, family, breed, origin, 
family tree, line, parentage, house. 

reasons: (n) proof. 
spinach: (adj) green, stylish, popular; 

(n) Spinacia oleracea, spinage, mode, 
Spinacia, spinach plant, hypocrisy, 
fashion, greens. 

tarpaulin: (n) canvas, quilt, 
counterpane, coverlet, cover, sheet, 
tar, canvass, drugget, paulin, blanket. 
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man th' old squire could get as 'ud be equil to the undertaking, let alone asking 
whether he'd be willing I've got to run my calkilation fine, I can tell you, to make 
sure o' getting back the money as I pay the squire.  I should like to see some o' 
them fellows as make the almanecks looking as far before their noses as I've got 
to do every year as comes."%

"They look pretty fur, though," said Mr. Poyser, turning his head on one side 
and speaking in rather a subdued reverential tone.  "Why, what could come 
truer nor that pictur o' the cock wi' the big spurs, as has got its head knocked 
down wi' th' anchor, an' th' firin', an' the ships behind?  Why, that pictur was 
made afore Christmas, and yit it's come as true as th' Bible.  Why, th' cock's 
France, an' th' anchor's Nelson--an' they told us that beforehand." 

"Pee--ee-eh!" said Mr. Craig.  "A man doesna want to see fur to know as th' 
English 'ull beat the French.  Why, I know upo' good authority as it's a big 
Frenchman as reaches five foot high, an' they live upo' spoon-meat mostly.  I 
knew a man as his father had a particular knowledge o' the French.  I should like 
to know what them grasshoppers are to do against such fine fellows as our 
young Captain Arthur.  Why, it 'ud astonish a Frenchman only to look at him; his 
arm's thicker nor a Frenchman's body, I'll be bound, for they pinch theirsells in 
wi' stays; and it's easy enough, for they've got nothing i' their insides." 

"Where is the captain, as he wasna at church to-day?" said Adam.  "I was 
talking to him o' Friday, and he said nothing about his going away." 

"Oh, he's only gone to Eagledale for a bit o' fishing; I reckon he'll be back 
again afore many days are o'er, for he's to be at all th' arranging and preparing o' 
things for the comin' o' age o' the 30th o' July.  But he's fond o' getting away for a 
bit, now and then.  Him and th' old squire fit one another like frost and flowers." 

Mr. Craig smiled and winked slowly as he made this last observation, but the 
subject was not developed farther, for now they had reached the turning in the 
road where Adam and his companions must say "good-bye."  The gardener, too, 
would have had to turn off in the same direction if he had not accepted Mr. 
Poyser's invitation to tea.  Mrs. Poyser duly seconded the invitation, for she 
would have held it a deep disgrace not to make her neighbours welcome to her 
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anchor: (n) mainstay, armature, 
grappling iron, grapnel, chapelet; (v) 
fasten, secure, cast anchor, fix; (adj) 
refuge, rest. ANTONYMS: (v) release, 
detach. 

arranging: (n) arrange, arrangements, 
disposition, composing, composition, 
order, position, set, orchestration, 
organization, agreement. 

cock: (n) rooster, chicken, spigot, 
Peter, prick, cockerel, tool, stopcock, 
shaft; (n, v) stack; (v) ruffle.  

ANTONYM: (v) uncock. 
disgrace: (adj, n, v) dishonor; (n, v) 

discredit, shame, stain, blemish, blot, 
slur, reproach; (v) degrade, debase; 
(n) degradation. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
respect, esteem, credit; (v) glorify, 
dignify, praise; (n) merit, grace, 
pride, rise, worthiness. 

pinch: (n, v) nip, arrest, twinge, 
squeeze; (n) emergency, crisis, 
exigency; (v) compress, lift, wring, 
constrict. 

reverential: (adj, v) deferential; (adj) 
reverent, dutiful, solemn, pious, 
devotional, devout, obedient, godly, 
religious; (v) decorous. ANTONYM: 
(adj) irreverent. 

subdued: (adj) quiet, muffled, dull, 
restrained, muted, tame, faint, 
repressed, low, meek; (adj, v) 
resigned. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enthusiastic, lively, uninhibited, 
unsubdued, rebellious, noisy, bright, 
elaborate, frivolous, upbeat. 
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house: personal likes and dislikes must not interfere with that sacred custom.  
Moreover, Mr. Craig had always been full of civilities to the family at the Hall 
Farm, and Mrs. Poyser was scrupulous in declaring that she had "nothing to say 
again' him, on'y it was a pity he couldna be hatched o'er again, an' hatched 
different." 

So Adam and Seth, with their mother between them, wound their way down 
to the valley and up again to the old house, where a saddened memory had 
taken the place of a long, long anxiety--where Adam would never have to ask 
again as he entered, "Where's Father?" 

And the other family party, with Mr. Craig for company, went back to the 
pleasant bright house-place at the Hall Farm--all with quiet minds, except Hetty, 
who knew now where Arthur was gone, but was only the more puzzled and 
uneasy.  For it appeared that his absence was quite voluntary; he need not have 
gone--he would not have gone if he had wanted to see her.  She had a sickening 
sense that no lot could ever be pleasant to her again if her Thursday night's 
vision was not to be fulfilled; and in this moment of chill, bare, wintry 
disappointment and doubt, she looked towards the possibility of being with 
Arthur again, of meeting his loving glance, and hearing his soft words with that 
eager yearning which one may call the "growing pain" of passion.%
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chill: (adj, v) cool; (adj, n) cold; (adj) 
bleak, icy, chilly, frosty, depressing; 
(v) freeze, dispirit, damp; (n) 
coolness. ANTONYMS: (adj, v) warm; 
(n) warmth, warmness; (v) 
encourage, hearten, inspirit, thaw; 
(adj) hot, gregarious, friendly, 
sociable. 

declaring: (adj) affirming, predicant. 
hatched: (adj) crosshatched, born, 

ruled. 
saddened: (adj) sorry, sad, depressed, 

dejected, upset, dismayed, unhappy, 
dissatisfied, troubled, disillusioned, 
in a state. ANTONYM: (adj) satisfied.

scrupulous: (adj) careful, punctilious, 
exact, conscientious, particular, 
painstaking, accurate, prudent, 
meticulous, rigorous, cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unscrupulous, slapdash, relaxed, 
guilty, deceitful. 

sickening: (adj) revolting, nauseous, 
offensive, repulsive, foul, nauseating, 

noisome, obnoxious, loathsome, 
repugnant, abominable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, 
pleasant, delightful, wholesome, 
light, appealing, wonderful. 

wintry: (adj, v) frosty, glacial, freezing, 
icy; (adj) arctic, frigid, wintery, 
frozen, chilly, chill, hibernal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, summery, 
hot, vernal, autumnal, balmy, 
tropical, warm. 
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CHAPTER  X IX  

 
ADAM ON  A  WORKIN G  DAY  

 
 

Notwithstanding Mr. Craig's prophecy, the dark-blue cloud dispersed itself 
without having produced the threatened consequences.  "The weather"--as he 
observed the next morning-- "the weather, you see, 's a ticklish thing, an' a fool 
'ull hit on't sometimes when a wise man misses; that's why the almanecks get so 
much credit.  It's one o' them chancy things as fools thrive on."%

This unreasonable behaviour of the weather, however, could displease no 
one else in Hayslope besides Mr. Craig.  All hands were to be out in the 
meadows this morning as soon as the dew had risen; the wives and daughters 
did double work in every farmhouse, that the maids might give their help in 
tossing the hay; and when Adam was marching along the lanes, with his basket 
of tools over his shoulder, he caught the sound of jocose talk and ringing 
laughter from behind the hedges.  The jocose talk of hay-makers is best at a 
distance; like those clumsy bells round the cows' necks, it has rather a coarse 
sound when it comes close, and may even grate on your ears painfully; but heard 
from far off, it mingles very prettily with the other joyous sounds of nature.  
Men's muscles move better when their souls are making merry music, though 
their merriment is of a poor blundering sort, not at all like the merriment of 
birds. 
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blundering: (adj) clumsy, tactless, 
inept, maladroit, ungainly, 
unthinking, ridiculous, obtuse, 
oblivious, lumbering, insensitive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) graceful, 
sensitive, dexterous. 

chancy: (adj) uncertain, iffy, perilous, 
precarious, risky, fluky, hazardous, 
unsafe, dodgy, chanceful, dicey. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) certain, assured, 
guaranteed, sure. 

displease: (v) annoy, disgust, bother,  

anger, vex, affront, offend, rile, 
irritate, nark, nettle. ANTONYMS: (v) 
please, satisfy, pacify, delight. 

jocose: (adj) humorous, facetious, 
jesting, funny, frolicsome, witty, 
pleasant, gay, jovial, joking, coltish. 

merriment: (n) fun, amusement, 
cheerfulness, hilarity, glee, jollity, 
frolic, gaiety, happiness, festivity; 
(adj, n) mirth. ANTONYMS: (n) 
misery, gloom, seriousness, 
despondency, boredom. 

prettily: (adv) beautifully, charmingly, 
pleasantly, handsomely, finely, 
neatly, gracefully, picturesquely, 
elegantly, delightfully, pleasingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unattractively, 
unpleasantly. 

ticklish: (adj) difficult, sensitive, 
tricky, tender, awkward, touchy, 
unsettled, unstable; (adj, v) 
precarious; (v) slippery, questionable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unproblematic, 
easy. 
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And perhaps there is no time in a summer's day more cheering than when 
the warmth of the sun is just beginning to triumph over the freshness of the 
morning--when there is just a lingering hint of early coolness to keep off languor 
under the delicious influence of warmth.  The reason Adam was walking along 
the lanes at this time was because his work for the rest of the day lay at a 
country-house about three miles off, which was being put in repair for the son of 
a neighbouring squire; and he had been busy since early morning with the 
packing of panels, doors, and chimney- pieces, in a waggon which was now 
gone on before him, while Jonathan Burge himself had ridden to the spot on 
horseback, to await its arrival and direct the workmen.%

This little walk was a rest to Adam, and he was unconsciously under the 
charm of the moment.  It was summer morning in his heart, and he saw Hetty in 
the sunshine--a sunshine without glare, with slanting rays that tremble between 
the delicate shadows of the leaves.  He thought, yesterday when he put out his 
hand to her as they came out of church, that there was a touch of melancholy 
kindness in her face, such as he had not seen before, and he took it as a sign that 
she had some sympathy with his family trouble.  Poor fellow!  That touch of 
melancholy came from quite another source, but how was he to know?  We look 
at the one little woman's face we love as we look at the face of our mother earth, 
and see all sorts of answers to our own yearnings.  It was impossible for Adam 
not to feel that what had happened in the last week had brought the prospect of 
marriage nearer to him.  Hitherto he had felt keenly the danger that some other 
man might step in and get possession of Hetty's heart and hand, while he himself 
was still in a position that made him shrink from asking her to accept him.  Even 
if he had had a strong hope that she was fond of him--and his hope was far from 
being strong--he had been too heavily burdened with other claims to provide a 
home for himself and Hetty--a home such as he could expect her to be content 
with after the comfort and plenty of the Farm.  Like all strong natures, Adam had 
confidence in his ability to achieve something in the future; he felt sure he should 
some day, if he lived, be able to maintain a family and make a good broad path 
for himself; but he had too cool a head not to estimate to the full the obstacles 
that were to be overcome.  And the time would be so long!  And there was Hetty, 
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await: (v) anticipate, abide, bide, tarry, 
wait, attend, look, hope, approach, 
loom, come on. ANTONYM: (v) 
doubt. 

burdened: (adj) loaded, encumbered, 
oppressed, overburdened, 
overloaded, beleaguered, heavy, 
haggard, gestant; (adv) dishonestly, 
unfairly. ANTONYMS: (adj) lacking, 
unburdened, carefree; (adv) 
genuinely. 

freshness: (adj) coolness; (n)  

impertinence, gall, greenness, 
impudence, insolence, newness, 
viridity, originality, crust, crispness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) oldness, clutter, 
humidity, mustiness. 

glare: (n) glance, brilliance, radiance, 
brightness; (n, v) glower, flash, shine, 
scowl, beam, frown; (v) flame. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dullness, dimness. 

packing: (n) boxing, package, gasket, 
bundling, fill, pad, pack, 
envelopment, wadding, wrap,  

backpacking. 
rays: (n) light, sunlight, Selachii, 

dogfishes, elasmobranch, 
Elasmobranchii, emission, daylight, 
sunshine, selachian, subclass 
Elasmobranchii. 

shrink: (adj, v) recoil; (n, v) flinch, 
wince; (v) contract, shorten, lessen, 
diminish, cower, reduce, quail, 
decrease. ANTONYMS: (v) increase, 
enlarge, grow, stretch, swell, bloom, 
rise, inflate. 
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like a bright-cheeked apple hanging over the orchard wall, within sight of 
everybody, and everybody must long for her!  To be sure, if she loved him very 
much, she would be content to wait for him: but did she love him?  His hopes had 
never risen so high that he had dared to ask her.  He was clear-sighted enough to 
be aware that her uncle and aunt would have looked kindly on his suit, and 
indeed, without this encouragement he would never have persevered in going to 
the Farm; but it was impossible to come to any but fluctuating conclusions about 
Hetty's feelings.  She was like a kitten, and had the same distractingly pretty 
looks, that meant nothing, for everybody that came near her.%

But now he could not help saying to himself that the heaviest part of his 
burden was removed, and that even before the end of another year his 
circumstances might be brought into a shape that would allow him to think of 
marrying.  It would always be a hard struggle with his mother, he knew: she 
would be jealous of any wife he might choose, and she had set her mind 
especially against Hetty--perhaps for no other reason than that she suspected 
Hetty to be the woman he had chosen.  It would never do, he feared, for his 
mother to live in the same house with him when he was married; and yet how 
hard she would think it if he asked her to leave him!  Yes, there was a great deal 
of pain to be gone through with his mother, but it was a case in which he must 
make her feel that his will was strong--it would be better for her in the end.  For 
himself, he would have liked that they should all live together till Seth was 
married, and they might have built a bit themselves to the old house, and made 
more room.  He did not like "to part wi' th' lad": they had hardly every been 
separated for more than a day since they were born. 

But Adam had no sooner caught his imagination leaping forward in this way-
-making arrangements for an uncertain future--than he checked himself.  "A 
pretty building I'm making, without either bricks or timber.  I'm up i' the garret 
a'ready, and haven't so much as dug the foundation."  Whenever Adam was 
strongly convinced of any proposition, it took the form of a principle in his 
mind: it was knowledge to be acted on, as much as the knowledge that damp 
will cause rust.  Perhaps here lay the secret of the hardness he had accused 
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bricks: (n) walk, highway. 
clear-sighted: (adj) discerning, 

perspicacious, clairvoyant, 
intelligent, observant, judicious. 

encouragement: (n) aid, support, 
promotion, backing, incentive, cheer, 
consolation, boost, advocacy, 
fosterage, assistance. ANTONYMS: 
(n) neglect, deflation, disheartening, 
disincentive, dissuasion, opposition, 
deterrent. 

fluctuating: (adj) variable,  

unpredictable, unstable, erratic, 
inconstant, irresolute, mutable, 
unsteady, irregular, fickle; (v) 
fluctuate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
constant, fixed. 

jealous: (adj) distrustful, envious, 
covetous, suspicious, jealousy, 
resentful, invidious, green, grudging, 
jaundiced, attentive. ANTONYM: 
(adj) trusting. 

kitten: (n) cat, foal, kitty, colt, foetus; 
(v) teem, flower, fructify, bear fruit,  

farrow, EAN. 
orchard: (n) park, garden, plantation, 

arboretum, avenue, pinetum, 
shrubbery, woodlet, parterre, pinery, 
copse. 

proposition: (n, v) offer, bid, proffer; 
(n) proposal, motion, design, 
approach, assertion, suggestion, plan, 
premise. 

rust: (v) corrode, eat, oxidise, tarnish, 
oxidize, gnaw; (n) decay, corrosion, 
fungus, oxidation; (adj) rusty. 
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himself of: he had too little fellow-feeling with the weakness that errs in spite of 
foreseen consequences.  Without this fellow-feeling, how are we to get enough 
patience and charity towards our stumbling, falling companions in the long and 
changeful journey?  And there is but one way in which a strong determined soul 
can learn it--by getting his heart-strings bound round the weak and erring, so 
that he must share not only the outward consequence of their error, but their 
inward suffering.  That is a long and hard lesson, and Adam had at present only 
learned the alphabet of it in his father's sudden death, which, by annihilating in 
an instant all that had stimulated his indignation, had sent a sudden rush of 
thought and memory over what had claimed his pity and tenderness.%

But it was Adam's strength, not its correlative hardness, that influenced his 
meditations this morning.  He had long made up his mind that it would be 
wrong as well as foolish for him to marry a blooming young girl, so long as he 
had no other prospect than that of growing poverty with a growing family.  And 
his savings had been so constantly drawn upon (besides the terrible sweep of 
paying for Seth's substitute in the militia) that he had not enough money 
beforehand to furnish even a small cottage, and keep something in reserve 
against a rainy day.  He had good hope that he should be "firmer on his legs" by 
and by; but he could not be satisfied with a vague confidence in his arm and 
brain; he must have definite plans, and set about them at once.  The partnership 
with Jonathan Burge was not to be thought of at present--there were things 
implicitly tacked to it that he could not accept; but Adam thought that he and 
Seth might carry on a little business for themselves in addition to their 
journeyman's work, by buying a small stock of superior wood and making 
articles of household furniture, for which Adam had no end of contrivances.  
Seth might gain more by working at separate jobs under Adam's direction than 
by his journeyman's work, and Adam, in his overhours, could do all  the "nice" 
work that required peculiar skill.  The money gained in this way, with the good 
wages he received as foreman, would soon enable them to get beforehand with 
the world, so sparingly as they would all live now.  No sooner had this little plan 
shaped itself in his mind than he began to be busy with exact calculations about 
the wood to be bought and the particular article of furniture that should be 
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annihilating: (adj) crushing, 
annihilative, destructive, withering, 
disrespectful. 

changeful: (adj) fluid, fickle, 
capricious, astatic, variable, volatile, 
unstable, mercurial, mobile, 
unsettled, erratic. 

correlative: (adj, n) correlate; (adj) 
correlated, reciprocal, interrelated, 
commutual, mutual, complementary, 
related, similar, comparative, 
coordinate. 

erring: (adj) devious, sinful, fallible, 
wrong, amiss, at fault, guilty, 
perverse, reprehensible; (n) 
transgression. 

fellow-feeling: (n) kindness. 
furnish: (v) afford, provide, 

contribute, render, offer, 
accommodate, supply, outfit, yield, 
decorate; (n, v) give. ANTONYM: (v) 
divest. 

gained: (adj) extrinsic. 
sparingly: (adv) frugally,  

economically, parsimoniously, 
cautiously, thriftily, prudently, 
meagerly, sparely, poorly, stingily, 
moderately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
amply, extravagantly, thickly, 
liberally, generously, densely, 
wastefully. 

stumbling: (adj) lurching, astounding, 
hesitant, halting, awkward, 
astonishing, maladroit, clumsy, 
weaving; (adv) stumblingly; (n) 
hesitation. ANTONYM: (adj) firm. 
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undertaken first--a kitchen cupboard of his own contrivance, with such an 
ingenious arrangement of sliding-doors and bolts, such convenient nooks for 
stowing household provender, and such a symmetrical result to the eye, that 
every good housewife would be in raptures with it, and fall through all the 
gradations of melancholy longing till her husband promised to buy it for her.  
Adam pictured to himself Mrs. Poyser examining it with her keen eye and trying 
in vain to find out a deficiency; and, of course, close to Mrs. Poyser stood Hetty, 
and Adam was again beguiled from calculations and contrivances into dreams 
and hopes.  Yes, he would go and see her this evening--it was so long since he 
had been at the Hall Farm.  He would have liked to go to the night-school, to see 
why Bartle Massey had not been at church yesterday, for he feared his old friend 
was ill; but, unless he could manage both visits, this last must be put off till to- 
morrow--the desire to be near Hetty and to speak to her again was too strong.%

As he made up his mind to this, he was coming very near to the end of his 
walk, within the sound of the hammers at work on the refitting of the old house.  
The sound of tools to a clever workman who loves his work is like the tentative 
sounds of the orchestra to the violinist who has to bear his part in the overture: 
the strong fibres begin their accustomed thrill, and what was a moment before 
joy, vexation, or ambition, begins its change into energy.  All passion becomes 
strength when it has an outlet from the narrow limits of our personal lot in the 
labour of our right arm, the cunning of our right hand, or the still, creative 
activity of our thought.  Look at Adam through the rest of the day, as he stands 
on the scaffolding with the two-feet ruler in his hand, whistling low while he 
considers how a difficulty about a floor-joist or a window-frame is to be 
overcome; or as he pushes one of the younger workmen aside and takes his place 
in upheaving a weight of timber, saying, "Let alone, lad!  Thee'st got too much 
gristle i' thy bones yet"; or as he fixes his keen black eyes on the motions of a 
workman on the other side of the room and warns him that his distances are not 
right.  Look at this broad-shouldered man with the bare muscular arms, and the 
thick, firm, black hair tossed about like trodden meadow-grass whenever he 
takes off his paper cap, and with the strong barytone voice bursting every now 
and then into loud and solemn psalm-tunes, as if seeking an outlet for 
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becomes: (v) become. 
gristle: (n) fibrocartilage, arytenoid, 

animal tissue, meniscus, arytaenoid, 
arytenoid cartilage; (v) bone. 

overture: (n, v) offer, advance; (n) 
prelude, approach, introduction, 
preface, opening, presentation, feeler, 
bid, motion. ANTONYMS: (n) finale, 
conclusion, postscript. 

provender: (n) provisions, food, 
nourishment, pasturage, victuals, 
viands, sustenance, commissariat,  

cud, eatage; (n, v) nurture. 
refitting: (n) adaptation. 
scaffolding: (n) frame, unit, system, 

skeleton, staging, centering, beam, 
echafaudage, racking. 

stowing: (n) stow, pack, storeroom, 
gobbing, storage, storage room, 
stowed goaf. 

symmetrical: (adj) symmetric, 
balanced, shapely, proportionate, 
regular, methodical, unsymmetrical, 
equal, even, correct, neat.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) irregular, 
disproportioned. 

trodden: (adj) trampled, damaged, 
beaten, compressed, packed down. 
ANTONYM: (adj) loose. 

violinist: (n) pianist, organist, 
accompanist, instrumentalist, 
accordionist, tinkerer, stern, player, 
twiddler, flautist, musician. 

whistling: (n) whistle, sound, tin 
whistle, music, pennywhistle, sign, 
signal, signaling. 
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superfluous strength, yet presently checking himself, apparently crossed by 
some thought which jars with the singing.  Perhaps, if you had not been already 
in the secret, you might not have guessed what sad memories what warm 
affection, what tender fluttering hopes, had their home in this athletic body with 
the broken finger-nails--in this rough man, who knew no better lyrics than he 
could find in the Old and New Version and an occasional hymn; who knew the 
smallest possible amount of profane history; and for whom the motion and 
shape of the earth, the course of the sun, and the changes of the seasons lay in the 
region of mystery just made visible by fragmentary knowledge.  It had cost 
Adam a great deal of trouble and work in overhours to know what he knew over 
and above the secrets of his handicraft, and that acquaintance with mechanics 
and figures, and the nature of the materials he worked with, which was made 
easy to him by inborn inherited faculty--to get the mastery of his pen, and write 
a plain hand, to spell without any other mistakes than must in fairness be 
attributed to the unreasonable character of orthography rather than to any 
deficiency in the speller, and, moreover, to learn his musical notes and part-
singing.  Besides all this, he had read his Bible, including the apocryphal books; 
Poor Richard's Almanac, Taylor's Holy Living and Dying, The Pilgrim's Progress, 
with Bunyan's Life and Holy War, a great deal of Bailey's Dictionary, Valentine 
and Orson, and part of a History of Babylon, which Bartle Massey had lent him.  
He might have had many more books from Bartle Massey, but he had no time for 
reading "the commin print," as Lisbeth called it, so busy as he was with figures in 
all the leisure moments which he did not fill up with extra carpentry.%

Adam, you perceive, was by no means a marvellous man, nor, properly 
speaking, a genius, yet I will not pretend that his was an ordinary character 
among workmen; and it would not be at all a safe conclusion that the next best 
man you may happen to see with a basket of tools over his shoulder and a paper 
cap on his head has the strong conscience and the strong sense, the blended 
susceptibility and self-command, of our friend Adam.  He was not an average 
man.  Yet such men as he are reared here and there in every generation of our 
peasant artisans--with an inheritance of affections nurtured by a simple family 
life of common need and common industry, and an inheritance of faculties 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

apocryphal: (adj) untrue, questionable, 
fallacious, fictitious, spurious, 
antiscriptural, bogus, unreal, 
unauthenticated, ungrounded; (v) 
problematical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
authentic, doubtless, real, 
substantiated. 

handicraft: (n) craft, handcraft, 
handiwork, mystery, occupation, 
handwork, trade, art, profession, 
artifice, job. 

inborn: (adj) native, born, connatural, 

connate, congenital, hereditary, 
inherent, constitutional, indigenous, 
natural, instinctive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) acquired, spiritual. 

mastery: (n) dominance, dominion, 
command, domination, ascendancy, 
ascendency, control, authority, 
mastership, supremacy, ascendance. 

orthography: (n) spelling, ideography, 
boustrophedon, cuneiform, 
hieroglyph, hieroglyphic, writing, 
writing system, syllabic, syllabary,  

scriptural. 
profane: (v) desecrate, abuse, violate, 

defile, outrage, debauch; (adj) 
irreverent, impious, sacrilegious, 
unholy; (adj, v) foul. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) devout, sacred, moral, religious, 
reverent. 

self-command: (n) self-control, self-
government, self-restraint, discipline, 
presence. 

speller: (n) poor speller, good speller, 
writer, spelling checker, book. 
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trained in skilful courageous labour: they make their way upwards, rarely as 
geniuses, most commonly as painstaking honest men, with the skill and 
conscience to do well the tasks that lie before them.  Their lives have no 
discernible echo beyond the neighbourhood where they dwelt, but you are 
almost sure to find there some good piece of road, some building, some 
application of mineral produce, some improvement in farming practice, some 
reform of parish abuses, with which their names are associated by one or two 
generations after them.  Their employers were the richer for them, the work of 
their hands has worn well, and the work of their brains has guided well the 
hands of other men.  They went about in their youth in flannel or paper caps, in 
coats black with coal-dust or streaked with lime and red paint; in old age their 
white hairs are seen in a place of honour at church and at market, and they tell 
their well-dressed sons and daughters, seated round the bright hearth on winter 
evenings, how pleased they were when they first earned their twopence a-day.  
Others there are who die poor and never put off the workman's coal on 
weekdays.  They have not had the art of getting rich, but they are men of trust, 
and when they die before the work is all out of them, it is as if some main screw 
had got loose in a machine; the master who employed them says, "Where shall I 
find their like?"%

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

courageous: (adj, n) bold; (adj) 
audacious, fearless, valiant, gallant, 
intrepid, spirited, heroic, undaunted, 
manly, confident. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
timid, wimpy, weak, spineless, 
pusillanimous, fearful, fainthearted, 
afraid, despicable. 

discernible: (adj) observable, 
apparent, visible, appreciable, 
conspicuous, detectable, evident, 
noticeable, obvious, audible, 
palpable. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

indiscernible, unrecognizable, 
indistinguishable, obscure, obscured, 
unnoticeable, invisible, undetectable.

flannel: (n) washcloth, cloth, face 
cloth, pants, trousers, flannelette, 
white, tweed, gabardine; (v) blanket, 
fur. 

painstaking: (adj) diligent, assiduous, 
conscientious, careful, laborious, 
exact, scrupulous, meticulous, 
thorough, particular, studious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) careless,  

neglectful, rushed, sloppy, easy, lazy, 
rash, rough, slapdash, untidy. 

skilful: (adj) adroit, practised, 
experienced, cunning, expert, 
dextrous, clever, adept, proficient, 
practiced, good. 

streaked: (adj) veined, striped, streaky, 
brindled, lined, mottled, virgated, 
patterned; (v) areolar, cancellated, 
grated. 

twopence: (n) tuppence, coin. 
well-dressed: (adj) handsome. 
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CHAPTER  XX  

 
ADAM  V IS I TS  THE  H ALL  FARM 

 
 

Adam came back from his work in the empty waggon--that was why he had 
changed his clothes--and was ready to set out to the Hall Farm when it still 
wanted a quarter to seven.%

"What's thee got thy Sunday cloose on for?" said Lisbeth complainingly, as 
he came downstairs.  "Thee artna goin' to th' school i' thy best coat?" 

"No, Mother," said Adam, quietly.  "I'm going to the Hall Farm, but mayhap I 
may go to the school after, so thee mustna wonder if I'm a bit late.  Seth 'ull be at 
home in half an hour--he's only gone to the village; so thee wutna mind." 

"Eh, an' what's thee got thy best cloose on for to go to th' Hall Farm?  The 
Poyser folks see'd thee in 'em yesterday, I warrand.  What dost mean by turnin' 
worki'day into Sunday a-that'n?  It's poor keepin' company wi' folks as donna 
like to see thee i' thy workin' jacket." 

"Good-bye, mother, I can't stay," said Adam, putting on his hat and going 
out. 

But he had no sooner gone a few paces beyond the door than Lisbeth became 
uneasy at the thought that she had vexed him.  Of course, the secret of her 
objection to the best clothes was her suspicion that they were put on for Hetty's 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

complainingly: (adv) querulously, 
petulantly, grumpily, grouchily, 
peevishly, crabbily, crossly, tetchily, 
cantankerously, crankily, 
complaining. ANTONYM: (adv) 
calmly. 

downstairs: (adv) beneath, below, 
underneath, down the stairs, 
downward, infra, at a lower place, 
downhill, on a lower floor; (adj) 
downstair; (n) floor. ANTONYMS: 
(adj, adv) upstairs. 

objection: (n) dissent, complaint, 
grievance, exception, gripe, 
disagreement, outcry, difficulty, 
expostulation, disapproval, criticism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) approval, 
agreement, praise, acceptance. 

sooner: (adj, adv) rather, earlier, before, 
preferably, instead; (adv) first, before 
now, faster, previously, beforehand; 
(adj) prior. 

suspicion: (n) distrust, inkling, 
misgiving, hunch, qualm, scruple,  

surmise, supposition; (n, v) doubt, 
mistrust, fear. ANTONYMS: (n) 
certainty, knowledge, information, 
carelessness, recklessness, certitude. 

uneasy: (adj) anxious, fidgety, restless, 
concerned, nervous, apprehensive, ill 
at ease, unquiet, awkward, fretful, 
restive. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
untroubled, composed, relaxed, easy, 
unconcerned, still, comfortable, 
carefree, confident, serene. 
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sake; but deeper than all her peevishness lay the need that her son should love 
her.  She hurried after him, and laid hold of his arm before he had got half-way 
down to the brook, and said, "Nay, my lad, thee wutna go away angered wi' thy 
mother, an' her got nought to do but to sit by hersen an' think on thee?"%

"Nay, nay, Mother," said Adam, gravely, and standing still while he put his 
arm on her shoulder, "I'm not angered.  But I wish, for thy own sake, thee'dst be 
more contented to let me do what I've made up my mind to do.  I'll never be no 
other than a good son to thee as long as we live.  But a man has other feelings 
besides what he owes to's father and mother, and thee oughtna to want to rule 
over me body and soul.  And thee must make up thy mind as I'll not give way to 
thee where I've a right to do what I like.  So let us have no more words about it." 

"Eh," said Lisbeth, not willing to show that she felt the real bearing of Adam's 
words, "and' who likes to see thee i' thy best cloose better nor thy mother?  An' 
when thee'st got thy face washed as clean as the smooth white pibble, an' thy 
hair combed so nice, and thy eyes a-sparklin'--what else is there as thy old 
mother should like to look at half so well?  An' thee sha't put on thy Sunday 
cloose when thee lik'st for me--I'll ne'er plague thee no moor about'n." 

"Well, well; good-bye, mother," said Adam, kissing her and hurrying away.  
He saw there was no other means of putting an end to the dialogue.  Lisbeth 
stood still on the spot, shading her eyes and looking after him till he was quite 
out of sight.  She felt to the full all the meaning that had lain in Adam's words, 
and, as she lost sight of him and turned back slowly into the house, she said 
aloud to herself--for it was her way to speak her thoughts aloud in the long days 
when her husband and sons were at their work--"Eh, he'll be tellin' me as he's 
goin' to bring her home one o' these days; an' she'll be missis o'er me, and I mun 
look on, belike, while she uses the blue-edged platters, and breaks 'em, mayhap, 
though there's ne'er been one broke sin' my old man an' me bought 'em at the 
fair twenty 'ear come next Whis- suntide.  Eh!" she went on, still louder, as she 
caught up her knitting from the table, "but she'll ne'er knit the lad's stockin's, nor 
foot 'em nayther, while I live; an' when I'm gone, he'll bethink him as nobody 'ull 
ne'er fit's leg an' foot as his old mother did.  She'll know nothin' o' narrowin' an' 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

aloud: (adv) loud, out loud, strong, 
out, audibly, hard, forte. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, inaudibly, 
quietly. 

bethink: (v) recollect, mull, remind, 
recall, think, reflect, ponder, 
speculate, ruminate, consider, 
contemplate. 

bought: (n) crook, hook. 
breaks: (n) lot, destiny, opportunity, 

chance. 
kissing: (n) hugging, cuddling,  

fondling, arousal, foreplay, necking; 
(adj) embracing, adhering closely, 
billing, clinging, interosculant. 

knit: (adj, v) tie, lace; (v) plait, 
intertwine, bind, join, pucker, fasten, 
interlace; (adj) stitch, knitted. 

knitting: (n) knitwork, needlework, 
needlecraft, knitted fabric, web, 
braid, weave, creating from raw 
materials, knit stitch. 

lain: (adj) artless, unsophisticated, 
unaffected, naive, untutored, simple, 

pure, natural, native, inartificial. 
moor: (v) berth, fasten, dock, secure, 

tie up; (adj, v) tie, picket, hitch; (n) 
marsh, wilderness, wasteland. 

plague: (v) molest, harass, afflict, 
hassle, annoy, badger, pester, disturb, 
beleaguer; (n, v) worry; (adj, n, v) 
bother. ANTONYM: (v) comfort. 

shading: (n) crosshatch, hatch, 
blending, hachure, shading 
correction, shadowing, nuance, 
eclipse, tinting, shade, adumbration. 
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heelin', I warrand, an' she'll make a long toe as he canna get's boot on.  That's 
what comes o' marr'in' young wenches.  I war gone thirty, an' th' feyther too, 
afore we war married; an' young enough too.  She'll be a poor dratchell by then 
she's thirty, a-marr'in' a- that'n, afore her teeth's all come." 

Adam walked so fast that he was at the yard-gate before seven.  Martin 
Poyser and the grandfather were not yet come in from the meadow: every one 
was in the meadow, even to the black-and-tan terrier--no one kept watch in the 
yard but the bull-dog; and when Adam reached the house-door, which stood 
wide open, he saw there was no one in the bright clean house-place.  But he 
guessed where Mrs. Poyser and some one else would be, quite within hearing; so 
he knocked on the door and said in his strong voice, "Mrs. Poyser within?" 

"Come in, Mr. Bede, come in," Mrs. Poyser called out from the dairy.  She 
always gave Adam this title when she received him in her own house.  "You may 
come into the dairy if you will, for I canna justly leave the cheese." 

Adam walked into the dairy, where Mrs. Poyser and Nancy were crushing 
the first evening cheese.%

"Why, you might think you war come to a dead-house," said Mrs. Poyser, as 
he stood in the open doorway; "they're all i' the meadow; but Martin's sure to be 
in afore long, for they're leaving the hay cocked to-night, ready for carrying first 
thing to-morrow.  I've been forced t' have Nancy in, upo' 'count as Hetty must 
gether the red currants to-night; the fruit allays ripens so contrairy, just when 
every hand's wanted.  An' there's no trustin' the children to gether it, for they put 
more into their own mouths nor into the basket; you might as well set the wasps 
to gether the fruit." 

Adam longed to say he would go into the garden till Mr. Poyser came in, but 
he was not quite courageous enough, so he said, "I could be looking at your 
spinning-wheel, then, and see what wants doing to it.  Perhaps it stands in the 
house, where I can find it?" 

"No, I've put it away in the right-hand parlour; but let it be till I can fetch it 
and show it you.  I'd be glad now if you'd go into the garden and tell Hetty to 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

basket: (n) cage, hamper, basketful, 
creel, Corf, coop, bucket, spinner 
basket, bassinet, containerful, cradle. 

boot: (n, v) kick; (n) boots, 
Wellingtons, bang, gain, jackboot, 
buskin, kicking, charge, shoe, 
bootikin. 

cocked: (adj) erect, upright, vertical. 
crushing: (adj) overpowering, 

overwhelming, destructive; (n) 
grinding, quelling, stifling, 
suppression, flattening, pressure; (v) 

shatter; (adv) crushingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, wonderful. 

doorway: (n) door, entrance, entry, 
passage, entryway, way in, access, 
driveway, gate, gateway, lobby. 

guessed: (adj) rude, inscrutable. 
justly: (adv) accurately, fairly, 

correctly, honestly, lawfully, 
properly, exactly, uprightly, 
legitimately, impartially, purely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wrongly, 
unfairly, unjustifiably, unjustly,  

unlawfully, sinfully, falsely, 
immorally. 

parlour: (n) living room, parlor, sitting 
room, front room, livingroom, room 
to meet guests, parlours, parlors, 
salon, reception room, room. 

right-hand: (adj) righthand, right, 
dextral, essential. 

wasps: (n) hymenoptera, gall wasps, 
sawflies, order hymenoptera, etc, 
ants, ichneumons. 
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send Totty in.  The child 'ull run in if she's told, an' I know Hetty's lettin' her eat 
too many currants.  I'll be much obliged to you, Mr. Bede, if you'll go and send 
her in; an' there's the York and Lankester roses beautiful in the garden now--
you'll like to see 'em.  But you'd like a drink o' whey first, p'r'aps; I know you're 
fond o' whey, as most folks is when they hanna got to crush it out."%

"Thank you, Mrs. Poyser," said Adam; "a drink o' whey's allays a treat to me.  
I'd rather have it than beer any day." 

"Aye, aye," said Mrs. Poyser, reaching a small white basin that stood on the 
shelf, and dipping it into the whey-tub, "the smell o' bread's sweet t' everybody 
but the baker.  The Miss Irwines allays say, 'Oh, Mrs. Poyser, I envy you your 
dairy; and I envy you your chickens; and what a beautiful thing a farm-house is, 
to be sure!'  An' I say, 'Yes; a farm-house is a fine thing for them as look on, an' 
don't know the liftin', an' the stannin', an' the worritin' o' th' inside as belongs 
to't.'" 

"Why, Mrs. Poyser, you wouldn't like to live anywhere else but in a farm-
house, so well as you manage it," said Adam, taking the basin; "and there can be 
nothing to look at pleasanter nor a fine milch cow, standing up to'ts knees in 
pasture, and the new milk frothing in the pail, and the fresh butter ready for 
market, and the calves, and the poultry.  Here's to your health, and may you 
allays have strength to look after your own dairy, and set a pattern t' all the 
farmers' wives in the country." 

Mrs. Poyser was not to be caught in the weakness of smiling at a compliment, 
but a quiet complacency over-spread her face like a stealing sunbeam, and gave 
a milder glance than usual to her blue- grey eyes, as she looked at Adam 
drinking the whey.  Ah!  I think I taste that whey now--with a flavour so delicate 
that one can hardly distinguish it from an odour, and with that soft gliding 
warmth that fills one's imagination with a still, happy dreaminess.  And the light 
music of the dropping whey is in my ears, mingling with the twittering of a bird 
outside the wire network window--the window overlooking the garden, and 
shaded by tall Guelder roses. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

crush: (n, v) squeeze, crunch, press; (v) 
beat, break, compress, conquer, 
stamp, overpower, squash, bruise. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, congratulate, 
stretch, praise, inspirit, encourage, 
compliment, expand, resist, submit, 
smooth. 

dipping: (n) dipping treatment, 
immersion, sinking, dipping method, 
deep engagedness, run, dip coating; 
(adj) plunging, falling, plummeting. 
ANTONYM: (adj) rising. 

dreaminess: (n) relaxation, lethargy, 
easiness, reverie, stillness, slowness, 
torpor, sleepiness, rest, pensiveness, 
languor. ANTONYMS: (n) vigor, 
concentration. 

frothing: (adj) foamy, bubbling, 
effervescent, bubbly, spumous, 
spumy, effervescing, sudsy, agitated; 
(n) effervescence, scum. 

gliding: (adj) sliding, flying, slipping, 
labent, elusory; (n) sailing, soaring, 
flight, glissando; (v) slither; (adv)  

glidingly. 
shaded: (adj) dark, shads, sheltered, 

shadowed, umbrageous, twilight, 
sunless, subdued, soft, colored, 
darksome. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unshaded. 

sunbeam: (n) sunshine, shaft, sunray, 
beam, shaft of light, sunlight, ray of 
light, moonbeam, light beam, light, 
beam of light. 

whey: (n) serum, milk whey, plasma, 
plasm, dairy product. 
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"Have a little more, Mr. Bede?" said Mrs. Poyser, as Adam set down the 
basin.%

"No, thank you; I'll go into the garden now, and send in the little lass." 
"Aye, do; and tell her to come to her mother in the dairy." 
Adam walked round by the rick-yard, at present empty of ricks, to the little 

wooden gate leading into the garden--once the well- tended kitchen-garden of a 
manor-house; now, but for the handsome brick wall with stone coping that ran 
along one side of it, a true farmhouse garden, with hardy perennial flowers, 
unpruned fruit- trees, and kitchen vegetables growing together in careless, half- 
neglected abundance.  In that leafy, flowery, bushy time, to look for any one in 
this garden was like playing at "hide-and-seek."  There were the tall hollyhocks 
beginning to flower and dazzle the eye with their pink, white, and yellow; there 
were the syringas and Guelder roses, all large and disorderly for want of 
trimming; there were leafy walls of scarlet beans and late peas; there was a row 
of bushy filberts in one direction, and in another a huge apple-tree making a 
barren circle under its low-spreading boughs.  But what signified a barren patch 
or two?  The garden was so large.  There was always a superfluity of broad 
beans--it took nine or ten of Adam's strides to get to the end of the uncut grass 
walk that ran by the side of them; and as for other vegetables, there was so much 
more room than was necessary for them that in the rotation of crops a large 
flourishing bed of groundsel was of yearly occurrence on one spot or other.  The 
very rose-trees at which Adam stopped to pluck one looked as if they grew wild; 
they were all huddled together in bushy masses, now flaunting with wide-open 
petals, almost all of them of the streaked pink-and- white kind, which doubtless 
dated from the union of the houses of York and Lancaster.  Adam was wise 
enough to choose a compact Provence rose that peeped out half-smothered by its 
flaunting scentless neighbours, and held it in his hand--he thought he should be 
more at ease holding something in his hand--as he walked on to the far end of 
the garden, where he remembered there was the largest row of currant-trees, not 
far off from the great yew-tree arbour. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

arbour: (n) bower, pergola, 
summerhouse. 

coping: (n) roof, capstone, header, 
layer, gable, brick. 

dazzle: (v) bedazzle, blind, captivate; 
(n, v) sparkle, shine, flash, glare, awe; 
(adj) dazzling, confuse; (n) brightness. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bore; (n) dullness. 

flaunting: (adj, v) showy; (adj) flaunty, 
glittering, arty, blatant, pompous, 
bombastic, garish, gaudy; (n) parade, 
ostentation. 

flowery: (adj, v) florid; (adj) bloomy, 
floral, blossomy, figurative, fancy, 
verbose, rhetorical, elaborate, 
ornamented; (v) gay. ANTONYM: 
(adj) concise. 

groundsel: (n) weed, groundsill, 
ragwort. 

huddled: (adj) crouched, crouching, 
hunkered down, hunkered. 

scentless: (adj) inodorous, odourless. 
superfluity: (n) plethora, redundancy, 

superabundance, nimiety,  

overabundance, overplus, 
embarrassment, redundance, 
extravagance, surplus, glut. 
ANTONYM: (n) shortfall. 

trimming: (n) decoration, dressing, 
adornment, ornament, fringe, border, 
clipping, cutting, frill, edging, lace. 

uncut: (adj) complete, untrimmed, 
standing, intact, unbroken, unshorn, 
unsevered; (n) unabridged; (adj, n) 
boisterous, harsh, grating. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mown, trimmed. 
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But he had not gone many steps beyond the roses, when he heard the shaking 
of a bough, and a boy's voice saying, "Now, then, Totty, hold out your pinny--
there's a duck." 

The voice came from the boughs of a tall cherry-tree, where Adam had no 
difficulty in discerning a small blue-pinafored figure perched in a commodious 
position where the fruit was thickest.  Doubtless Totty was below, behind the 
screen of peas.  Yes--with her bonnet hanging down her back, and her fat face, 
dreadfully smeared with red juice, turned up towards the cherry-tree, while she 
held her little round hole of a mouth and her red-stained pinafore to receive the 
promised downfall.  I am sorry to say, more than half the cherries that fell were 
hard and yellow instead of juicy and red; but Totty spent no time in useless 
regrets, and she was already sucking the third juiciest when Adam said, "There 
now, Totty, you've got your cherries.  Run into the house with 'em to Mother--
she wants you--she's in the dairy.  Run in this minute-- there's a good little girl." 

He lifted her up in his strong arms and kissed her as he spoke, a ceremony 
which Totty regarded as a tiresome interruption to cherry-eating; and when he 
set her down she trotted off quite silently towards the house, sucking her 
cherries as she went along.%

"Tommy, my lad, take care you're not shot for a little thieving bird," said 
Adam, as he walked on towards the currant-trees. 

He could see there was a large basket at the end of the row: Hetty would not 
be far off, and Adam already felt as if she were looking at him.  Yet when he 
turned the corner she was standing with her back towards him, and stooping to 
gather the low-hanging fruit.  Strange that she had not heard him coming!  
Perhaps it was because she was making the leaves rustle.  She started when she 
became conscious that some one was near--started so violently that she dropped 
the basin with the currants in it, and then, when she saw it was Adam, she 
turned from pale to deep red.  That blush made his heart beat with a new 
happiness.  Hetty had never blushed at seeing him before. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

commodious: (adj) capacious, wide, 
roomy, spacious, comfortable, 
voluminous, extensive, useful, large; 
(adj, v) convenient, easy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) small, 
uncomfortable, tight, incommodious, 
confined, squeezed. 

discerning: (adj) apprehensive, 
perceptive, acute, shrewd, 
discriminating, discreet, penetrating, 
refined, judicious, sharp, conscious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indiscriminate,  

undiscriminating, disregardful, 
negligent, overlooking, undiscerning, 
unobservant, unperceptive, 
insensitive, obtuse, tasteless. 

juicy: (adj) fat, succulent, gamy, liquid, 
luscious, fluid, rich, spicy, sappy, 
moist, racy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bland, dull, juiceless, tasteless, 
uninteresting, limp. 

perched: (adj) perked, alert, on the 
edge, balanced, poised, on the brink, 
suspended, perked up. 

rustle: (n, v) whisper; (v) lift, buzz, 
steal, pilfer, whiz, pinch, abstract, 
thieve, purloin; (n) rustling. 

smeared: (adj) smudged, unclean, 
soiled, grubby, smirched, muddy, 
messy, smudgy, grimy, greasy. 

thieving: (n) larceny, stealing, robbery, 
embezzlement, misapplication, 
misappropriation, peculation, 
defalcation, burglary, thievery; (adj) 
thievish. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
philanthropic, benevolent. 
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"I frightened you," he said, with a delicious sense that it didn't signify what 
he said, since Hetty seemed to feel as much as he did; "let me pick the currants 
up." 

That was soon done, for they had only fallen in a tangled mass on the grass-
plot, and Adam, as he rose and gave her the basin again, looked straight into her 
eyes with the subdued tenderness that belongs to the first moments of hopeful 
love.%

Hetty did not turn away her eyes; her blush had subsided, and she met his 
glance with a quiet sadness, which contented Adam because it was so unlike 
anything he had seen in her before. 

"There's not many more currants to get," she said; "I shall soon ha' done now." 
"I'll help you," said Adam; and he fetched the large basket, which was nearly 

full of currants, and set it close to them. 
Not a word more was spoken as they gathered the currants.  Adam's heart 

was too full to speak, and he thought Hetty knew all that was in it.  She was not 
indifferent to his presence after all; she had blushed when she saw him, and then 
there was that touch of sadness about her which must surely mean love, since it 
was the opposite of her usual manner, which had often impressed him as 
indifference.  And he could glance at her continually as she bent over the fruit, 
while the level evening sunbeams stole through the thick apple-tree boughs, and 
rested on her round cheek and neck as if they too were in love with her.  It was to 
Adam the time that a man can least forget in after-life, the time when he believes 
that the first woman he has ever loved betrays by a slight something--a word, a 
tone, a glance, the quivering of a lip or an eyelid--that she is at least beginning to 
love him in return.  The sign is so slight, it is scarcely perceptible to the ear or 
eye--he could describe it to no one--it is a mere feather-touch, yet it seems to have 
changed his whole being, to have merged an uneasy yearning into a delicious 
unconsciousness of everything but the present moment.  So much of our early 
gladness vanishes utterly from our memory: we can never recall the joy with 
which we laid our heads on our mother's bosom or rode on our father's back in 
childhood.  Doubtless that joy is wrought up into our nature, as the sunlight of 
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bosom: (n) heart, interior, boob, 
thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) embrace; 
(v) cherish, hug; (adj) intimate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) outside, exteriority.

gladness: (n) joy, gaiety, pleasure, 
delight, bliss, glee, happiness, 
exhilaration, joyfulness, mirth, 
cheerfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unhappiness, dismay, displeasure. 

hopeful: (adj) confident, auspicious, 
bright, optimistic, sanguine, rosy, 
probable, likely, expectant, upbeat;  

(n, v) candidate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
desperate, pessimistic, gloomy, 
pained, doubtful, bad, unhopeful, 
unlikely, unpromising, down. 

perceptible: (adj) conspicuous, 
appreciable, evident, discernible, 
obvious, visible, palpable, apparent, 
detectable, manifest, observable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intangible, 
unclear, inaudible, inconspicuous, 
obscure, undetectable, invisible. 

tangled: (adj) involved, complex,  

knotted, intricate, complicated, 
entangled, knotty, convoluted, 
disheveled, tousled, matted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, 
straightforward, untangled, neat, 
simple. 

unconsciousness: (n) blackout, 
insensibility, grogginess, loss of 
consciousness, coma, trance, 
stupefaction, faint, unawareness, 
ignorance, torpor. ANTONYM: (n) 
awareness. 
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long-past mornings is wrought up in the soft mellowness of the apricot, but it is 
gone for ever from our imagination, and we can only believe in the joy of 
childhood.  But the first glad moment in our first love is a vision which returns to 
us to the last, and brings with it a thrill of feeling intense and special as the 
recurrent sensation of a sweet odour breathed in a far-off hour of happiness.  It is 
a memory that gives a more exquisite touch to tenderness, that feeds the 
madness of jealousy and adds the last keenness to the agony of despair.%

Hetty bending over the red bunches, the level rays piercing the screen of 
apple-tree boughs, the length of bushy garden beyond, his own emotion as he 
looked at her and believed that she was thinking of him, and that there was no 
need for them to talk--Adam remembered it all to the last moment of his life. 

And Hetty?  You know quite well that Adam was mistaken about her.  Like 
many other men, he thought the signs of love for another were signs of love 
towards himself.  When Adam was approaching unseen by her, she was 
absorbed as usual in thinking and wondering about Arthur's possible return.  
The sound of any man's footstep would have affected her just in the same way--
she would have felt it might be Arthur before she had time to see, and the blood 
that forsook her cheek in the agitation of that momentary feeling would have 
rushed back again at the sight of any one else just as much as at the sight of 
Adam.  He was not wrong in thinking that a change had come over Hetty: the 
anxieties and fears of a first passion, with which she was trembling, had become 
stronger than vanity, had given her for the first time that sense of helpless 
dependence on another's feeling which awakens the clinging deprecating 
womanhood even in the shallowest girl that can ever experience it, and creates in 
her a sensibility to kindness which found her quite hard before.  For the first time 
Hetty felt that there was something soothing to her in Adam's timid yet manly 
tenderness.  She wanted to be treated lovingly--oh, it was very hard to bear this 
blank of absence, silence, apparent indifference, after those moments of glowing 
love!  She was not afraid that Adam would tease her with love-making and 
flattering speeches like her other admirers; he had always been so reserved to 
her; she could enjoy without any fear the sense that this strong brave man loved 
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awakens: (adj) awakened. 
bushy: (adj) dense, shagged, shaggy, 

hairy, bearded, brushy, gross, 
bushies, pilous, pappous, hispid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bald, neat, 
unhealthy, tidy, thin, sparse, sleek. 

deprecating: (adj) deprecatory, 
belittling, ironic, deprecative, 
slighting, deadpan, critical, captious, 
depreciatory, depreciative, insulting.

far-off: (adj) distant, far, faraway, 
outlying, extreme, inaccessible, last,  

long, obscure, unknown, wide. 
feeds: (n) feeding. 
manly: (adj) manlike, masculine, 

manful, virile, brave, gallant; (adv) 
manfully, boldly, hardily, virilely; 
(adj, adv) stately. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
weak, unmanly, cowardly; (adv) 
unmanfully. 

mellowness: (n) maturity, fullness, 
timber, timbre, softness, quietness, 
smoothness, abundant wealth, 
fertility, equanimity, cornucopia.  

ANTONYMS: (n) harshness, panic. 
piercing: (adj, n) sharp, cutting; (adj, v) 

keen, penetrating, biting, bitter, 
harsh, shrill; (adj) high, raw, loud. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) quiet, dull, soft, 
hot. 

womanhood: (n) muliebrity, 
femininity, adulthood, maturity, 
manhood, womankind, wifehood, 
softness, social class, majority, adult 
female. 
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her and was near her.  It never entered into her mind that Adam was pitiable too-
-that Adam too must suffer one day.%

Hetty, we know, was not the first woman that had behaved more gently to 
the man who loved her in vain because she had herself begun to love another.  It 
was a very old story, but Adam knew nothing about it, so he drank in the sweet 
delusion. 

"That'll do," said Hetty, after a little while.  "Aunt wants me to leave some on 
the trees.  I'll take 'em in now." 

"It's very well I came to carry the basket," said Adam "for it 'ud ha' been too 
heavy for your little arms." 

"No; I could ha' carried it with both hands." 
"Oh, I daresay," said Adam, smiling, "and been as long getting into the house 

as a little ant carrying a caterpillar.  Have you ever seen those tiny fellows 
carrying things four times as big as themselves?" 

"No," said Hetty, indifferently, not caring to know the difficulties of ant life. 
"Oh, I used to watch 'em often when I was a lad.  But now, you see, I can 

carry the basket with one arm, as if it was an empty nutshell, and give you th' 
other arm to lean on.  Won't you?  Such big arms as mine were made for little 
arms like yours to lean on." 

Hetty smiled faintly and put her arm within his.  Adam looked down at her, 
but her eyes were turned dreamily towards another corner of the garden. 

"Have you ever been to Eagledale?" she said, as they walked slowly along. 
"Yes," said Adam, pleased to have her ask a question about himself.  "Ten 

years ago, when I was a lad, I went with father to see about some work there.  It's 
a wonderful sight--rocks and caves such as you never saw in your life.  I never 
had a right notion o' rocks till I went there." 

"How long did it take to get there?" 
"Why, it took us the best part o' two days' walking.  But it's nothing of a day's 

journey for anybody as has got a first-rate nag.  The captain 'ud get there in nine 
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caterpillar: (n) cutworm, larva, 
Aurelia, cabbageworm, armyworm, 
bollworm, cankerworm, worm, 
maggot, orphan, cocoon. 

delusion: (n) hallucination, deception, 
cheat, chimera, misunderstanding, 
mirage, trick, fallacy, error, 
aberration, falsehood. ANTONYMS: 
(n) comprehension, fact, truth. 

dreamily: (adv) languorously, 
moonily, pensively, sleepily, 
dreamfully, vaguely, visionarily,  

slowly, shadowily, idealistically, 
lethargically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
vigorously, alertly, calmly, carefully. 

faintly: (adv) dimly, vaguely, 
indistinctly, lightly, weakly, hazily, 
slightly, softly, shadowily, infirmly, 
palely. ANTONYMS: (adv) clearly, 
intensely, distinctly, overpoweringly, 
harshly, considerably, powerfully, 
strongly, brightly, obviously, 
audibly. 

first-rate: (adj) excellent, stunning,  

capital, posh, tiptop, dandy, ace, 
superior, classic, fine, clinking. 

lean: (adj, v) gaunt; (adj) emaciated, 
thin, bony, lank; (n, v) bend, tilt, 
slant, list, careen; (n) inclination. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plump, rich, 
chubby, greasy, stout; (v) straighten, 
repel. 

nutshell: (n) summary; (v) summarize, 
sum up, abridge, digest, simplify, 
shorten, reduce, distill, concentrate, 
abbreviate. 
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or ten hours, I'll be bound, he's such a rider.  And I shouldn't wonder if he's back 
again to-morrow; he's too active to rest long in that lonely place, all by himself, 
for there's nothing but a bit of a inn i' that part where he's gone to fish.  I wish 
he'd got th' estate in his hands; that 'ud be the right thing for him, for it 'ud give 
him plenty to do, and he'd do't well too, for all he's so young; he's got better 
notions o' things than many a man twice his age.  He spoke very handsome to me 
th' other day about lending me money to set up i' business; and if things came 
round that way, I'd rather be beholding to him nor to any man i' the world." 

Poor Adam was led on to speak about Arthur because he thought Hetty 
would be pleased to know that the young squire was so ready to befriend him; 
the fact entered into his future prospects, which he would like to seem promising 
in her eyes.  And it was true that Hetty listened with an interest which brought a 
new light into her eyes and a half-smile upon her lips.%

"How pretty the roses are now!" Adam continued, pausing to look at them.  
"See!  I stole the prettiest, but I didna mean to keep it myself.  I think these as are 
all pink, and have got a finer sort o' green leaves, are prettier than the striped 
uns, don't you?" 

He set down the basket and took the rose from his button-hole. 
"It smells very sweet," he said; "those striped uns have no smell.  Stick it in 

your frock, and then you can put it in water after.  It 'ud be a pity to let it fade." 
Hetty took the rose, smiling as she did so at the pleasant thought that Arthur 

could so soon get back if he liked.  There was a flash of hope and happiness in 
her mind, and with a sudden impulse of gaiety she did what she had very often 
done before--stuck the rose in her hair a little above the left ear.  The tender 
admiration in Adam's face was slightly shadowed by reluctant disapproval.  
Hetty's love of finery was just the thing that would most provoke his mother, 
and he himself disliked it as much as it was possible for him to dislike anything 
that belonged to her. 

"Ah," he said, "that's like the ladies in the pictures at the Chase; they've 
mostly got flowers or feathers or gold things i' their hair, but somehow I don't 
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befriend: (v) friend, help, assist, 
sustain, promote, patronize, back, 
uphold; (n, v) favor; (adj) friendly; (n) 
take in hand. ANTONYMS: (v) shun, 
ignore, neglect, reject. 

disapproval: (n) condemnation, 
disapprobation, censure, blame, 
criticism, dislike, disfavor, dissent, 
objection, dispraise, denunciation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, 
commendation, favor, respect, 
pleasure, acceptance, praise,  

admiration, enthusiasm. 
disliked: (adj) hated, detested, averse, 

lousy, loath, undesirable, 
companionless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
popular, liked. 

feathers: (n) plumage, fur, indument, 
garment, garb, fine hair, clothing, 
dress, apparel, attire, array. 

gaiety: (n) fun, cheerfulness, 
exhilaration, mirth, glee, merriment, 
hilarity, happiness, joy, joviality, 
jollity. ANTONYMS: (n) seriousness, 

misery, sadness. 
lending: (n) lend, loaning, borrowing, 

usury, disposal, disposition. 
provoke: (n, v) excite; (v) defy, offend, 

enrage, anger, irritate, arouse, kindle, 
inflame, invite, get. ANTONYMS: (v) 
please, soothe, mollify, deter, inhibit, 
dampen, arbitrate, allay, defuse, 
discourage, douse. 

shadowed: (adj) shady, shaded, 
shadowy, queer, dim, louche, funny, 
incensed, indignant, faint, fishy. 
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like to see 'em they allays put me i' mind o' the painted women outside the 
shows at Treddles'on Fair.  What can a woman have to set her off better than her 
own hair, when it curls so, like yours?  If a woman's young and pretty, I think 
you can see her good looks all the better for her being plain dressed.  Why, Dinah 
Morris looks very nice, for all she wears such a plain cap and gown.  It seems to 
me as a woman's face doesna want flowers; it's almost like a flower itself.  I'm 
sure yours is." 

"Oh, very well," said Hetty, with a little playful pout, taking the rose out of 
her hair.  "I'll put one o' Dinah's caps on when we go in, and you'll see if I look 
better in it.  She left one behind, so I can take the pattern." 

"Nay, nay, I don't want you to wear a Methodist cap like Dinah's.  I daresay 
it's a very ugly cap, and I used to think when I saw her here as it was nonsense 
for her to dress different t' other people; but I never rightly noticed her till she 
came to see mother last week, and then I thought the cap seemed to fit her face 
somehow as th 'acorn-cup fits th' acorn, and I shouldn't like to see her so well 
without it.  But you've got another sort o' face; I'd have you just as you are now, 
without anything t' interfere with your own looks.  It's like when a man's singing 
a good tune--you don't want t' hear bells tinkling and interfering wi' the sound." 

He took her arm and put it within his again, looking down on her fondly.  He 
was afraid she should think he had lectured her, imagining, as we are apt to do, 
that she had perceived all the thoughts he had only half-expressed.  And the 
thing he dreaded most was lest any cloud should come over this evening's 
happiness.  For the world he would not have spoken of his love to Hetty yet,  till 
this commencing kindness towards him should have grown into unmistakable 
love.  In his imagination he saw long years of his future life stretching before 
him, blest with the right to call Hetty his own: he could be content with very 
little at present.  So he took up the basket of currants once more, and they went 
on towards the house.%

The scene had quite changed in the half-hour that Adam had been in the 
garden.  The yard was full of life now: Marty was letting the screaming geese 
through the gate, and wickedly provoking the gander by hissing at him; the 
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acorn: (n) acorn-shell, acorn squash, 
truck. 

blest: (adj) blessed, fortunate, 
beatified, blissful, blame, blasted, 
blamed, golden, glorious, favored. 

dreaded: (adj) awful, terrible, 
cowardly, causing horror, dire, 
direful, desperate, dreadful, fearful, 
fearsome; (v) drad. 

gander: (n) glance, look, glimpse, cock, 
idiot, numskull, booby, bonehead, 
blockhead, jackass, tomfool. 

hissing: (adj) sibilant, sibilous, 
sibilatory; (n) whistling, heckling, 
scoffing, sibilance, taunts, sibilation, 
white noise; (v) fizzle. ANTONYM: 
(n) applause. 

pout: (v) brood, sulk; (adj, v) frown, 
protrude; (adj) lower, glower, scowl, 
gloam, look downcast; (n) eelpout, 
hornpout. 

provoking: (adj) provocative, 
annoying, aggravating, galling, 
maddening, vexatious, agitative,  

tempting, agitating; (adj, v) irritating, 
insulting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
conciliatory, courteous, satisfying. 

tinkling: (adj) clinking, tinkly, 
tintinnabulary, reverberant; (n) ting. 

wickedly: (adv) evilly, immorally, 
badly, iniquitously, sinfully, 
mischievously, naughtily, wrongly, 
perversely, depravedly, criminally. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
virtuously, legally, rightly, 
obediently. 
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granary-door was groaning on its hinges as Alick shut it, after dealing out the 
corn; the horses were being led out to watering, amidst much barking of all the 
three dogs and many "whups" from Tim the ploughman, as if the heavy animals 
who held down their meek, intelligent heads, and lifted their shaggy feet so 
deliberately, were likely to rush wildly in every direction but the right.  
Everybody was come back from the meadow; and when Hetty and Adam 
entered the house-place, Mr. Poyser was seated in the three-cornered chair, and 
the grandfather in the large arm-chair opposite, looking on with pleasant 
expectation while the supper was being laid on the oak table.  Mrs. Poyser had 
laid the cloth herself--a cloth made of homespun linen, with a shining checkered 
pattern on it, and of an agreeable whitey-brown hue, such as all sensible 
housewives like to see--none of your bleached "shop-rag" that would wear into 
holes in no time, but good homespun that would last for two generations.  The 
cold veal, the fresh lettuces, and the stuffed chine might well look tempting to 
hungry men who had dined at half-past twelve o'clock.  On the large deal table 
against the wall there were bright pewter plates and spoons and cans, ready for 
Alick and his companions; for the master and servants ate their supper not far off 
each other; which was all the pleasanter, because if a remark about to-morrow 
morning's work occurred to Mr. Poyser, Alick was at hand to hear it.%

"Well, Adam, I'm glad to see ye," said Mr. Poyser.  "What! ye've been helping 
Hetty to gether the curran's, eh?  Come, sit ye down, sit ye down.  Why, it's 
pretty near a three-week since y' had your supper with us; and the missis has got 
one of her rare stuffed chines.  I'm glad ye're come." 

"Hetty," said Mrs. Poyser, as she looked into the basket of currants to see if 
the fruit was fine, "run upstairs and send Molly down.  She's putting Totty to 
bed, and I want her to draw th' ale, for Nancy's busy yet i' the dairy.  You can see 
to the child.  But whativer did you let her run away from you along wi' Tommy 
for, and stuff herself wi' fruit as she can't eat a bit o' good victual?" 

This was said in a lower tone than usual, while her husband was talking to 
Adam; for Mrs. Poyser was strict in adherence to her own rules of propriety, and 
she considered that a young girl was not to be treated sharply in the presence of 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adherence: (n) observance, loyalty, 
coherence, cohesion, commitment, 
tenacity, constancy, fidelity, 
devotion, attachment, faithfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disloyalty, 
disobedience. 

amidst: (adv, prep) among; (adv) 
amongst; (prep) between, midst, into.

chine: (n) ridge, backbone, crest, 
rachis, spinal column, spine, nape, 
occiput; (v) cut; (adj) mottle. 

groaning: (adj) moaning, groaningly,  

inarticulate. 
homespun: (adj) ordinary, artless, 

frugal, rustic, plain, russet, coarse, 
folksy, tweedy, slubbed, nubby. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) extraordinary, 
sophisticated. 

lettuces: (n) daisy, compositae, aster 
family, dandelion, Asteraceae, family 
Compositae, family Asteraceae. 

ploughman: (n) rustic, farm worker, 
farmhand, plower, fieldhand. 

shaggy: (adj) bushy, hirsute, hairy,  

bearded, shagged, pilous, brushy, 
unkempt, hispid; (adj, n) ragged; (n) 
rugged. ANTONYMS: (adj) sleek, 
tidy. 

veal: (n) calf, venison, veau, animal 
protein, beef, calves' feet, chicken, 
ham, lamb, meat, mutton. 

watering: (n) tearing, sprinkle, 
lachrymation, lacrimation, wetting, 
irrigation, bodily process, body 
process, replenishment of water 
supplies, shedding tears, activity. 
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a respectable man who was courting her.  That would not be fair-play: every 
woman was young in her turn, and had her chances of matrimony, which it was 
a point of honour for other women not to spoil--just as one market-woman who 
has sold her own eggs must not try to balk another of a customer.%

Hetty made haste to run away upstairs, not easily finding an answer to her 
aunt's question, and Mrs. Poyser went out to see after Marty and Tommy and 
bring them in to supper. 

Soon they were all seated--the two rosy lads, one on each side, by the pale 
mother, a place being left for Hetty between Adam and her uncle.  Alick too was 
come in, and was seated in his far corner, eating cold broad beans out of a large 
dish with his pocket-knife, and finding a flavour in them which he would not 
have exchanged for the finest pineapple. 

"What a time that gell is drawing th' ale, to be sure!" said Mrs. Poyser, when 
she was dispensing her slices of stuffed chine.  "I think she sets the jug under 
and forgets to turn the tap, as there's nothing you can't believe o' them wenches: 
they'll set the empty kettle o' the fire, and then come an hour after to see if the 
water boils." 

"She's drawin' for the men too," said Mr. Poyser.  "Thee shouldst ha' told her 
to bring our jug up first." 

"Told her?" said Mrs. Poyser.  "Yes, I might spend all the wind i' my body, an' 
take the bellows too, if I was to tell them gells everything as their own sharpness 
wonna tell 'em.  Mr. Bede, will you take some vinegar with your lettuce?  Aye 
you're i' the right not.  It spoils the flavour o' the chine, to my thinking.  It's poor 
eating where the flavour o' the meat lies i' the cruets.  There's folks as make bad 
butter and trusten to the salt t' hide it." 

Mrs. Poyser's attention was here diverted by the appearance of Molly, 
carrying a large jug, two small mugs, and four drinking- cans, all full of ale or 
small beer--an interesting example of the prehensile power possessed by the 
human hand.  Poor Molly's mouth was rather wider open than usual, as she 
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balk: (n, v) frustrate; (n) hindrance, 
setback, barrier; (v) retard, prevent, 
flinch, traverse, hamper, baffle, foil. 
ANTONYMS: (v) aid, facilitate, help, 
proceed, progress, agree, approve. 

bellows: (n) blower, lung, bellowing, 
blowpipe, organ; (v) air blower, air 
pump, fan, punkah, ventilator. 

dispensing: (n) dispensation, 
distribution, giving out, supply, 
administration, dispensary, 
provision, central weighing. 

lettuce: (n) celtuce, folding money, 
cabbage, dough, cos, leaf lettuce, 
boodle, bread, kale, iceberg lettuce, 
Chicago. 

pineapple: (n) ananas, ananas 
comosus, multiple fruit, pine, herb, 
herbaceous plant; (v) mangosteen, 
chowder, frumenty, oatmeal, grapes.

prehensile: (adj) grasping, greedy, 
acquisitive, grabby, avaricious, 
intelligent, envious, desirous, 
prehensory, avid; (v) privative. 

sharpness: (n, v) keenness, edge; (n) 
severity, bitterness, asperity, acumen, 
poignancy, pungency, quickness, 
perspicacity; (adj, n) roughness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dullness, haziness, 
softness, slowness, indistinctness, 
gentleness, evenness, courtesy, 
blandness, stupidity, kindness. 

spoils: (n) prize, stolen goods, booty, 
plunder, haul, swag, pickings, 
trophy, boodle, prize money, 
treasure. 
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walked along with her eyes fixed on the double cluster of vessels in her hands, 
quite innocent of the expression in her mistress's eye.%

"Molly, I niver knew your equils--to think o' your poor mother as is a widow, 
an' I took you wi' as good as no character, an' the times an' times I've told you...." 

Molly had not seen the lightning, and the thunder shook her nerves the more 
for the want of that preparation.  With a vague alarmed sense that she must 
somehow comport herself differently, she hastened her step a little towards the 
far deal table, where she might set down her cans--caught her foot in her apron, 
which had become untied, and fell with a crash and a splash into a pool of beer; 
whereupon a tittering explosion from Marty and Tommy, and a serious "Ello!" 
from Mr. Poyser, who saw his draught of ale unpleasantly deferred. 

"There you go!" resumed Mrs. Poyser, in a cutting tone, as she rose and went 
towards the cupboard while Molly began dolefully to pick up the fragments of 
pottery.  "It's what I told you 'ud come, over and over again; and there's your 
month's wage gone, and more, to pay for that jug as I've had i' the house this ten 
year, and nothing ever happened to't before; but the crockery you've broke sin' 
here in th' house you've been 'ud make a parson swear--God forgi' me for saying 
so--an' if it had been boiling wort out o' the copper, it 'ud ha' been the same, and 
you'd ha' been scalded and very like lamed for life, as there's no knowing but 
what you will be some day if you go on; for anybody 'ud think you'd got the St. 
Vitus's Dance, to see the things you've throwed down.  It's a pity but what the 
bits was stacked up for you to see, though it's neither seeing nor hearing as 'ull 
make much odds to you--anybody 'ud think you war case-hardened." 

Poor Molly's tears were dropping fast by this time, and in her desperation at 
the lively movement of the beer-stream towards Alick's legs, she was converting 
her apron into a mop, while Mrs. Poyser, opening the cupboard, turned a 
blighting eye upon her. 

"Ah," she went on, "you'll do no good wi' crying an' making more wet to 
wipe up.  It's all your own wilfulness, as I tell you, for there's nobody no call to 
break anything if they'll only go the right way to work.  But wooden folks had 
need ha' wooden things t' handle.  And here must I take the brown-and-white 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blighting: (adj) biting. 
comport: (v) bear, act, carry, acquit, 

behave, hold, demean, do, suit, agree, 
accord. 

converting: (n) conversion, converting 
operation. 

crockery: (n) chinaware, dishes, 
porcelain, earthenware, bowls, 
dishware, ovenware, plates, 
tableware; (v) ceramics, pottery. 

dolefully: (adv) sadly, mournfully, 
disconsolately, gloomily, dismally,  

glumly, somberly, ruefully, 
melancholy, funereally, unhappily. 

draught: (n, v) draft, sketch, design, 
potation, plan; (n) dose, air current, 
wind, gulp, outline; (v) blueprint. 

molly: (n) mollie. 
scalded: (adj) scorched, overcooked, 

burnt. ANTONYM: (adj) underdone. 
splash: (n, v) spatter, dash, plash, spot, 

splatter, drop; (v) spill, slop, slosh, 
moisten, lap. 

stacked: (adj) buxom, curvaceous,  

prepared, shapely, voluptuous. 
untied: (adj) unfastened, unchained, 

unshackled, unlaced, unbound, 
unfettered, free, unsewed, open, 
unconnected, rambling. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tied, laced. 

wilfulness: (n) fractiousness, 
contrariness, perverseness, 
perversity, unruliness, wilful, 
intractableness, intractability, 
wilfully, spite, malice. 

wort: (n) malt, herb, beer wort. 
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jug, as it's niver been used three times this year, and go down i' the cellar myself, 
and belike catch my death, and be laid up wi' inflammation...." 

Mrs. Poyser had turned round from the cupboard with the brown-and- white 
jug in her hand, when she caught sight of something at the other end of the 
kitchen; perhaps it was because she was already trembling and nervous that the 
apparition had so strong an effect on her; perhaps jug-breaking, like other 
crimes, has a contagious influence.  However it was, she stared and started like a 
ghost- seer, and the precious brown-and-white jug fell to the ground, parting for 
ever with its spout and handle.%

"Did ever anybody see the like?" she said, with a suddenly lowered tone, 
after a moment's bewildered glance round the room.  "The jugs are bewitched, I 
think.  It's them nasty glazed handles--they slip o'er the finger like a snail." 

"Why, thee'st let thy own whip fly i' thy face," said her husband, who had 
now joined in the laugh of the young ones. 

"It's all very fine to look on and grin," rejoined Mrs. Poyser; "but there's times 
when the crockery seems alive an' flies out o' your hand like a bird.  It's like the 
glass, sometimes, 'ull crack as it stands.  What is to be broke will be broke, for I 
never dropped a thing i' my life for want o' holding it, else I should never ha' 
kept the crockery all these 'ears as I bought at my own wedding.  And Hetty, are 
you mad?  Whativer do you mean by coming down i' that way, and making one 
think as there's a ghost a- walking i' th' house?" 

A new outbreak of laughter, while Mrs. Poyser was speaking, was caused, 
less by her sudden conversion to a fatalistic view of jug- breaking than by that 
strange appearance of Hetty, which had startled her aunt.  The little minx had 
found a black gown of her aunt's, and pinned it close round her neck to look like 
Dinah's, had made her hair as flat as she could, and had tied on one of Dinah's 
high-crowned borderless net caps.  The thought of Dinah's pale grave face and 
mild grey eyes, which the sight of the gown and cap brought with it, made it a 
laughable surprise enough to see them replaced by Hetty's round rosy cheeks 
and coquettish dark eyes.  The boys got off their chairs and jumped round her, 
clapping their hands, and even Alick gave a low ventral laugh as he looked up 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

apparition: (n) ghost, phantom, spirit, 
spectre, hallucination, spook, shade, 
eidolon, wraith, advent; (n, v) vision. 

bewitched: (adj) enchanted, fascinated, 
infatuated, magical, ensorcelled, 
doomed, captive, rapt, enamored, 
obsessed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
disgusted. 

chairs: (n) seats. 
clapping: (n) clap, acclaim, hand, 

clapping of hands, cheering, 
handclap, ovation, slapping, plaudit, 

round, approval. 
fatalistic: (adj) pessimistic, accepting, 

calm, negative, patient, stoical, 
unruffled. 

laughable: (adj) absurd, amusing, 
humorous, comical, ludicrous, 
ridiculous, farcical, droll, comic, 
foolish, jocular. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
serious, tragic, adequate, generous, 
impressive. 

minx: (n) flirt, hussy, vamp, 
jackanapes, malapert, mink, slut,  

jade, quean, woman, bitch. 
seer: (n) prophet, augur, diviner, 

oracle, forecaster, visionary, 
clairvoyant, illusionist, conjuror, 
idealist, predictor. 

spout: (n, v) jet, spurt, squirt, spirt, 
outlet; (v) gush, burst; (n) nozzle, 
pipe, nose, flow. 

ventral: (adj) adaxial, front, anterior, 
intestinal, forward. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dorsal, abaxial. 
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from his beans.  Under cover of the noise, Mrs. Poyser went into the back kitchen 
to send Nancy into the cellar with the great pewter measure, which had some 
chance of being free from bewitchment.%

"Why, Hetty, lass, are ye turned Methodist?" said Mr. Poyser, with that 
comfortable slow enjoyment of a laugh which one only sees in stout people.  
"You must pull your face a deal longer before you'll do for one; mustna she, 
Adam? How come you put them things on, eh?" 

"Adam said he liked Dinah's cap and gown better nor my clothes," said 
Hetty, sitting down demurely.  "He says folks looks better in ugly clothes." 

"Nay, nay," said Adam, looking at her admiringly; "I only said they seemed 
to suit Dinah.  But if I'd said you'd look pretty in 'em, I should ha' said nothing 
but what was true." 

"Why, thee thought'st Hetty war a ghost, didstna?" said Mr. Poyser to his 
wife, who now came back and took her seat again.  "Thee look'dst as scared as 
scared." 

"It little sinnifies how I looked," said Mrs. Poyser; "looks 'ull mend no jugs, 
nor laughing neither, as I see.  Mr. Bede, I'm sorry you've to wait so long for your 
ale, but it's coming in a minute.  Make yourself at home wi' th' cold potatoes: I 
know you like 'em.  Tommy, I'll send you to bed this minute, if you don't give 
over laughing.  What is there to laugh at, I should like to know?  I'd sooner cry 
nor laugh at the sight o' that poor thing's cap; and there's them as 'ud be better if 
they could make theirselves like her i' more ways nor putting on her cap.  It little 
becomes anybody i' this house to make fun o' my sister's child, an' her just gone 
away from us, as it went to my heart to part wi' her.  An' I know one thing, as if 
trouble was to come, an' I was to be laid up i' my bed, an' the children was to die-
-as there's no knowing but what they will--an' the murrain was to come among 
the cattle again, an' everything went to rack an' ruin, I say we might be glad to 
get sight o' Dinah's cap again, wi' her own face under it, border or no border.  For 
she's one o' them things as looks the brightest on a rainy day, and loves you the 
best when you're most i' need on't." 
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admiringly: (adv) admire, lovingly, 
respectfully, reverently, approvingly, 
enthusiastically, affectionately, 
indulgently, kindly, dotingly, 
tenderly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
disrespectfully, ill. 

beans: (adj) unimportant; (n) money. 
demurely: (adv) soberly, primly, 

virtuously, staidly, reservedly, 
solemnly, sedately, bashfully, 
seriously, gravely, properly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) improperly,  

brazenly, brashly, boldly. 
gown: (n) robe, clothing, cassock, 

vestment, wrapper, overclothes, 
outerwear, uniform, tunic, clothes; (v) 
clothe. 

murrain: (n) pestilence, animal 
disease, epizootic. 

rack: (n, v) torment, wrack, Scud; (n) 
manger, grid, cage, bracket, stand; (v) 
excruciate, afflict, agonize. 

ruin: (n) devastation, desolation; (adj, 
n) downfall; (v) break, consume,  

demolish, destroy; (n, v) doom, 
ravage, destruction, damage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) conserve, enhance, 
save, restore, improve; (n, v) respect; 
(n) making, success, triumph, rise, 
preservation. 

scared: (adj) afraid, frightened, fearful, 
anxious, nervous, timid, intimidated, 
terrified, horrified, panicky; (adj, adv) 
cowardly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
confident, fearless, brave. 
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Mrs. Poyser, you perceive, was aware that nothing would be so likely to 
expel the comic as the terrible.  Tommy, who was of a susceptible disposition, 
and very fond of his mother, and who had, besides, eaten so many cherries as to 
have his feelings less under command than usual, was so affected by the 
dreadful picture she had made of the possible future that he began to cry; and 
the good-natured father, indulgent to all weaknesses but those of negligent 
farmers, said to Hetty, "You'd better take the things off again, my lass; it hurts 
your aunt to see 'em." 

Hetty went upstairs again, and the arrival of the ale made an agreeable 
diversion; for Adam had to give his opinion of the new tap, which could not be 
otherwise than complimentary to Mrs. Poyser; and then followed a discussion on 
the secrets of good brewing, the folly of stinginess in "hopping," and the 
doubtful economy of a farmer's making his own malt.  Mrs. Poyser had so many 
opportunities of expressing herself with weight on these subjects that by the time 
supper was ended, the ale-jug refilled, and Mr. Poyser's pipe alight she was once 
more in high good humour, and ready, at Adam's request, to fetch the broken 
spinning-wheel for his inspection.%

"Ah," said Adam, looking at it carefully, "here's a nice bit o' turning wanted.  
It's a pretty wheel.  I must have it up at the turning-shop in the village and do it 
there, for I've no convenence for turning at home.  If you'll send it to Mr. Burge's 
shop i' the morning, I'll get it done for you by Wednesday.  I've been turning it 
over in my mind," he continued, looking at Mr. Poyser, "to make a bit more 
convenence at home for nice jobs o' cabinet-making.  I've always done a deal at 
such little things in odd hours, and they're profitable, for there's more 
workmanship nor material in 'em.  I look for me and Seth to get a little business 
for ourselves i' that way, for I know a man at Rosseter as 'ull take as many things 
as we should make, besides what we could get orders for round about." 

Mr. Poyser entered with interest into a project which seemed a step towards 
Adam's becoming a "master-man," and Mrs. Poyser gave her approbation to the 
scheme of the movable kitchen cupboard, which was to be capable of containing 
grocery, pickles, crockery, and house-linen in the utmost compactness without 
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compactness: (n) denseness, solidity, 
tightness, thickness, firmness, 
closeness, spacing, conciseness, 
consistency, strength; (v) 
compression. ANTONYMS: (n) 
distribution, softness, looseness. 

expel: (v) evict, banish, exclude, exile, 
eliminate, discharge, deport, excrete, 
dispossess, dislodge; (adj, v) dismiss. 
ANTONYMS: (v) welcome, retain, 
invite, appoint, admit, allow, block. 

grocery: (n) foodstuff, marketplace,  

grocery store, preserve, supermarket, 
julep, jam, mart, food market, 
confiture, consumer goods. 

indulgent: (adj) forgiving, gentle, 
clement, lenient, soft, kind, gracious, 
tolerant, merciful, compassionate; 
(adj, v) permissive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intolerant, unsympathetic, 
severe, restrained, harsh, 
hardhearted, abstemious, 
disapproving. 

movable: (adj) portable, transferable,  

mercurial, adjustable, ambulatory, 
changeable, transportable, moveable, 
flexible, active; (v) shifting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) immovable, 
unchangeable. 

secrets: (n) secrecy. 
stinginess: (n) meanness, parsimony, 

closeness, niggardliness, illiberality, 
frugality, miserliness, economy, 
selfishness, greediness; (adj, n) 
parsimoniousness. ANTONYM: (n) 
extravagance. 
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confusion.  Hetty, once more in her own dress, with her neckerchief pushed a 
little backwards on this warm evening, was seated picking currants near the 
window, where Adam could see her quite well.  And so the time passed 
pleasantly till Adam got up to go.  He was pressed to come again soon, but not to 
stay longer, for at this busy time sensible people would not run the risk of being 
sleepy at five o'clock in the morning.%

"I shall take a step farther," said Adam, "and go on to see Mester Massey, for 
he wasn't at church yesterday, and I've not seen him for a week past.  I've never 
hardly known him to miss church before." 

"Aye," said Mr. Poyser, "we've heared nothing about him, for it's the boys' 
hollodays now, so we can give you no account." 

"But you'll niver think o' going there at this hour o' the night?" said Mrs. 
Poyser, folding up her knitting. 

"Oh, Mester Massey sits up late," said Adam.  "An' the night- school's not 
over yet.  Some o' the men don't come till late-- they've got so far to walk.  And 
Bartle himself's never in bed till it's gone eleven." 

"I wouldna have him to live wi' me, then," said Mrs. Poyser, "a- dropping 
candle-grease about, as you're like to tumble down o' the floor the first thing i' 
the morning." 

"Aye, eleven o'clock's late--it's late," said old Martin.  "I ne'er sot up so i' my 
life, not to say as it warna a marr'in', or a christenin', or a wake, or th' harvest 
supper.  Eleven o'clock's late." 

"Why, I sit up till after twelve often," said Adam, laughing, "but it isn't t' eat 
and drink extry, it's to work extry.  Good-night, Mrs. Poyser; good-night, Hetty." 

Hetty could only smile and not shake hands, for hers were dyed and damp 
with currant-juice; but all the rest gave a hearty shake to the large palm that was 
held out to them, and said, "Come again, come again!" 

"Aye, think o' that now," said Mr. Poyser, when Adam was out of on the 
causeway.  "Sitting up till past twelve to do extry work!  Ye'll not find many men 
o' six-an' twenty as 'ull do to put i' the shafts wi' him.  If you can catch Adam for 
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backwards: (adv) back, rearward, 
rearwards, vice versa, conversely, 
aback, abaft; (adj) upside down, 
adverse; (adj, adv) topsy-turvy; (v) fall 
back. 

damp: (adj) moist, muggy, clammy, 
cool, dank; (v) check, chill, deaden, 
break; (n) moisture, dampness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dryness; (adj) 
parched, arid, dried, fresh, hard. 

dyed: (adj) colored, tinted, coloured, 
bleached, stained, painted, artificially 

coloured, biased, artificial, unreal, 
colorful. 

hearty: (adj) heartfelt, healthy, genial, 
sturdy, cheering, fervent, 
wholehearted, lusty, enthusiastic, 
convivial; (adj, n) well. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unhealthy, frail, old, weak, 
sluggish, unwholesome, meager. 

palm: (n) medal, decoration, prize, 
palm tree, victory, thenar, laurel 
wreath; (v) filch, cabbage, rob; (adj) 
totipalmate. 

picking: (n) option, selection, 
alternative, gathering, collection, 
choice, harvesting, leavings, 
collecting, indefinite quantity; (v) 
choose. 

shake: (n, v) jolt, beat, jar, quiver, 
wave; (v) agitate, excite, disturb; (adv, 
v) brandish; (adj, v) quake, totter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) soothe, steady. 

tumble: (n, v) drop, jumble, stumble, 
plunge, slip, spill, downfall; (v) 
crumble, collapse, topple, confuse. 
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a husband, Hetty, you'll ride i' your own spring-cart some day, I'll be your 
warrant." 

Hetty was moving across the kitchen with the currants, so her uncle did not 
see the little toss of the head with which she answered him.  To ride in a spring-
cart seemed a very miserable lot indeed to her now.%

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

husband: (v) conserve, economize, 
preserve, save; (n) consort, hubby, 
man, fellow, lover, master, mate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wife, bachelor. 

indeed: (adv) certainly, exactly, in 
reality, surely, of course, assuredly, 
as a matter of fact, admittedly; (adj, 
adv) really, much; (n) yes. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) possibly, 
doubtfully. 

kitchen: (n) galley, cuisine, cookroom, 
cookery, basement, caboose,  

fireplace, hearth, room, offices, 
scullery. 

miserable: (adj, v) forlorn, wretched, 
unhappy; (adj) mean, low, abject, 
deplorable, downcast, bad, desolate; 
(adj, adv) meager. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
happy, generous, cheerful, cheery, 
bright, fortunate, hopeful, jubilant, 
luxurious, overjoyed, heavenly. 

moving: (adj) affecting, exciting, 
emotional, impressive, mobile, 
pitiful, poignant, touching; (n)  

movement, motive, transport. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) motionless, 
depressing, stationary, unemotional, 
fixed, unmoving, everyday, 
immobile, nonmoving, ridiculous, 
boring. 

uncle: (n) father's younger brother, 
elder uncle, father's older brother, 
father's sister's husband, husband of 
paternal aunt, maternal uncle, niece, 
benefactor, EME, helper, kinsman. 
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CHAPTER  XXI  

 
THE  N IGHT -SC HOOL  AND  THE  

SCHOOLMASTER  
 
 

Bartle Massey's was one of a few scattered houses on the edge of a common, 
which was divided by the road to Treddleston.  Adam reached it in a quarter of 
an hour after leaving the Hall Farm; and when he had his hand on the door-latch, 
he could see, through the curtainless window, that there were eight or nine 
heads bending over the desks, lighted by thin dips.%

When he entered, a reading lesson was going forward and Bartle Massey 
merely nodded, leaving him to take his place where he pleased.  He had not 
come for the sake of a lesson to-night, and his mind was too full of personal 
matters, too full of the last two hours he had passed in Hetty's presence, for him 
to amuse himself with a book till school was over; so he sat down in a corner and 
looked on with an absent mind.  It was a sort of scene which Adam had beheld 
almost weekly for years; he knew by heart every arabesque flourish in the 
framed specimen of Bartle Massey's handwriting which hung over the 
schoolmaster's head, by way of keeping a lofty ideal before the minds of his 
pupils; he knew the backs of all the books on the shelf running along the 
whitewashed wall above the pegs for the slates; he knew exactly how many 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

amuse: (v) please, beguile, absorb, 
entertain, enjoy, disport, distract, 
delight, occupy, recreate, rejoice. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bore, dull, tire, 
annoy, anger, cloy, depress, weary, 
disappoint. 

arabesque: (n) fret, molding, flourish, 
tracery, strapwork, listel, embroidery, 
decoration, coquillage, fillet. 

beheld: (adj) visual. 
flourish: (n, v) display; (v) thrive, 

prosper, boast, wave, brag, wield,  

boom, grow; (adj, v) bloom; (adv, v) 
shake. ANTONYMS: (v) decline, 
struggle, deteriorate, wilt, pine, fade, 
flounder, decrease, dwindle. 

framed: (adj) counterfeit, prepared, 
orderly, methodical, spurious. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unframed. 

handwriting: (n) calligraphy, writing, 
fist, script, penmanship, longhand, 
chirography, cursive, cacography, 
book, ability. 

lofty: (adj, v) high, elevated; (adj)  

exalted, eminent, arrogant, grand, 
tall, haughty, great, distinguished, 
majestic. ANTONYMS: (adj) short, 
lowly, base, modest, deferential, 
humble. 

pegs: (v) legs, feet, trotters, pins. 
slates: (n) tiling. 
specimen: (n) exemplar, instance, 

example, copy, pattern, person, 
representative, individual, model, 
illustration, type. 
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grains were gone out of the ear of Indian corn that hung from one of the rafters; 
he had long ago exhausted the resources of his imagination in trying to think 
how the bunch of leathery seaweed had looked and grown in its native element; 
and from the place where he sat, he could make nothing of the old map of 
England that hung against the opposite wall, for age had turned it of a fine 
yellow brown, something like that of a well-seasoned meerschaum.  The drama 
that was going on was almost as familiar as the scene, nevertheless habit had not 
made him indifferent to it, and even in his present self-absorbed mood, Adam 
felt a momentary stirring of the old fellow-feeling, as he looked at the rough men 
painfully holding pen or pencil with their cramped hands, or humbly labouring 
through their reading lesson.%

The reading class now seated on the form in front of the schoolmaster's desk 
consisted of the three most backward pupils.  Adam would have known it only 
by seeing Bartle Massey's face as he looked over his spectacles, which he had 
shifted to the ridge of his nose, not requiring them for present purposes.  The 
face wore its mildest expression: the grizzled bushy eyebrows had taken their 
more acute angle of compassionate kindness, and the mouth, habitually 
compressed with a pout of the lower lip, was relaxed so as to be ready to speak a 
helpful word or syllable in a moment.  This gentle expression was the more 
interesting because the schoolmaster's nose, an irregular aquiline twisted a little 
on one side, had rather a formidable character; and his brow, moreover, had that 
peculiar tension which always impresses one as a sign of a keen impatient 
temperament: the blue veins stood out like cords under the transparent yellow 
skin, and this intimidating brow was softened by no tendency to baldness, for 
the grey bristly hair, cut down to about an inch in length, stood round it in as 
close ranks as ever. 

"Nay, Bill, nay," Bartle was saying in a kind tone, as he nodded to Adam, 
"begin that again, and then perhaps, it'll come to you what d-r-y spells.  It's the 
same lesson you read last week, you know." 

"Bill" was a sturdy fellow, aged four-and-twenty, an excellent stone-sawyer, 
who could get as good wages as any man in the trade of his years; but he found a 
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baldness: (n) nakedness, hairlessness, 
austerity, condition, status, bareness, 
starkness, bluntness, emptiness, male 
pattern baldness, phalacrosis. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hairiness, furriness.

bristly: (adj) barbed, thorny, rough, 
spiny, stiff, hairy, setaceous, briery, 
bristled, barbellate, briary. 
ANTONYM: (adj) soft. 

cords: (n) trousers, bands, line, strings, 
corduroys, raised bands. 

grizzled: (adj) grey, gray, old, brunet,  

grisled, grayish, brunette. 
intimidating: (adj) scary, threatening, 

menacing, bullying, scare, terrifying, 
terrible, nasty, uncomforting, 
truculent, tough. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
friendly, soothing, reassuring, 
comforting, approachable, 
insignificant. 

labouring: (adj) drudging, work, 
working, busy, toiling. 

leathery: (adj) stringy, coriaceous, 
leatherlike, gristly cartilaginous,  

leathered, tough as whitleather, hard, 
stiff, gristly, gnarled, rugged. 

meerschaum: (n) mineral, pipe, sea 
foam, kiefekil. 

ranks: (n) rank and file. 
seaweed: (n) algae, wrack, tang, sea-

moss, seaware, sea wrack, heed, sea 
tang, seagrass, ware, reit. 

self-absorbed: (adj) egotistic, 
egocentric. 

shifted: (adj) disordered, gone. 
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reading lesson in words of one syllable a harder matter to deal with than the 
hardest stone he had ever had to saw.  The letters, he complained, were so 
"uncommon alike, there was no tellin' 'em one from another," the sawyer's 
business not being concerned with minute differences such as exist between a 
letter with its tail turned up and a letter with its tail turned down.  But Bill had a 
firm determination that he would learn to read, founded chiefly on two reasons: 
first, that Tom Hazelow, his cousin, could read anything "right off," whether it 
was print or writing, and Tom had sent him a letter from twenty miles off, 
saying how he was prospering in the world and had got an overlooker's place; 
secondly, that Sam Phillips, who sawed with him, had learned to read when he 
was turned twenty, and what could be done by a little fellow like Sam Phillips, 
Bill considered, could be done by himself, seeing that he could pound Sam into 
wet clay if circumstances required it.  So here he was, pointing his big finger 
towards three words at once, and turning his head on one side that he might 
keep better hold with his eye of the one word which was to be discriminated out 
of the group.  The amount of knowledge Bartle Massey must possess was 
something so dim and vast that Bill's imagination recoiled before it: he would 
hardly have ventured to deny that the schoolmaster might have something to do 
in bringing about the regular return of daylight and the changes in the weather.%

The man seated next to Bill was of a very different type: he was a Methodist 
brickmaker who, after spending thirty years of his life in perfect satisfaction with 
his ignorance, had lately "got religion," and along with it the desire to read the 
Bible.  But with him, too, learning was a heavy business, and on his way out to-
night he had offered as usual a special prayer for help, seeing that he had 
undertaken this hard task with a single eye to the nourishment of his soul--that 
he might have a greater abundance of texts and hymns wherewith to banish evil 
memories and the temptations of old habit--or, in brief language, the devil.  For 
the brickmaker had been a notorious poacher, and was suspected, though there 
was no good evidence against him, of being the man who had shot a 
neighbouring gamekeeper in the leg.  However that might be, it is certain that 
shortly after the accident referred to, which was coincident with the arrival of an 
awakening Methodist preacher at Treddleston, a great change had been 
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awakening: (n) arousal, waking up, 
revival, disenchantment, 
awakenment, introduction, 
provocation; (adj) arousing, moving, 
animating; (v) awake. ANTONYM: 
(n) suppression. 

coincident: (adj) concurrent, 
simultaneous, consistent, 
coincidental, identical, congruent, 
accordant, concomitant, coexisting, at 
the same time, corresponding. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inconsistent. 

gamekeeper: (n) steward, keeper, 
warden, custodian, warrener. 

miles: (adj) far. 
nourishment: (n) food, alimentation, 

meal, meat, diet, feeding, nutrition, 
repast, sustenance, edible, fuel. 

poacher: (n) alligatorfish, scorpaenoid, 
lurcher, armed bullhead, 
gormandizer, sea poker, smuggler, 
glutton, sea poacher. 

prospering: (adj) thriving, flourishing, 
booming, palmy, growing,  

earsplitting, deafening, auspicious, 
easy, comfortable, favourable. 

schoolmaster: (n) master, preceptor, 
pedagogue, headmaster, dominie, 
teacher, principal, educator, head, 
Lutjanus apodus, housemaster. 

syllable: (n) antepenultimate, 
antepenult, penultima, penultimate, 
articulate, utter, linguistic unit, solfa 
syllable, speech sound, syllabe, 
language unit. 

wherewith: (adv) therewith, herewith. 
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observed in the brickmaker; and though he was still known in the 
neighbourhood by his old sobriquet of "Brimstone," there was nothing he held in 
so much horror as any further transactions with that evil-smelling element.  He 
was a broad-chested fellow.  with a fervid temperament, which helped him 
better in imbibing religious ideas than in the dry process of acquiring the mere 
human knowledge of the alphabet.  Indeed, he had been already a little shaken in 
his resolution by a brother Methodist, who assured him that the letter was a 
mere obstruction to the Spirit, and expressed a fear that Brimstone was too eager 
for the knowledge that puffeth up.%

The third beginner was a much more promising pupil.  He was a tall but thin 
and wiry man, nearly as old as Brimstone, with a very pale face and hands 
stained a deep blue.  He was a dyer, who in the course of dipping homespun 
wool and old women's petticoats had got fired with the ambition to learn a great 
deal more about the strange secrets of colour.  He had already a high reputation 
in the district for his dyes, and he was bent on discovering some method by 
which he could reduce the expense of crimsons and scarlets.  The druggist at 
Treddleston had given him a notion that he might save himself a great deal of 
labour and expense if he could learn to read, and so he had begun to give his 
spare hours to the night-school, resolving that his "little chap" should lose no 
time in coming to Mr. Massey's day-school as soon as he was old enough. 

It was touching to see these three big men, with the marks of their hard 
labour about them, anxiously bending over the worn books and painfully 
making out, "The grass is green," "The sticks are dry," "The corn is ripe"--a very 
hard lesson to pass to after columns of single words all alike except in the first 
letter.  It was almost as if three rough animals were making humble efforts to 
learn how they might become human.  And it touched the tenderest fibre in 
Bartle Massey's nature, for such full-grown children as these were the only 
pupils for whom he had no severe epithets and no impatient tones.  He was not 
gifted with an imperturbable temper, and on music-nights it was apparent that 
patience could never be an easy virtue to him; but this evening, as he glances 
over his spectacles at Bill Downes, the sawyer, who is turning his head on one 
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discovering: (adj) observant, oracular. 
druggist: (n) apothecary, chemist, 

pharmacy, pharmaceutist, 
dispensatory, drug store, 
pharmacopolist, pill roller, drugger, 
drugster, medical attendant. 

evil-smelling: (adj) rank, rancid. 
fervid: (adj) ardent, burning, hot, 

vehement, eager, passionate, 
impassioned, fiery, enthusiastic; (adj, 
v) warm, glowing. 

full-grown: (adj) mature, grown-up,  

full-fledged. 
helped: (adj) aided, assisted; (v) 

HALP. 
imbibing: (n) drinking, absorption, 

intake, swillings, drink, potation, 
drunkenness, gulping, boozing, 
crapulence; (adj) absorbent. 

imperturbable: (adj) dispassionate, 
impassive, composed, placid, 
unflappable, cool, quiet, peaceful, 
still, equable, steady. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) edgy, concerned, agitated,  

excited, nervous. 
sawyer: (n) labourer, manual laborer, 

sawer, sawyer beetle. 
sobriquet: (n) nickname, cognomen, 

moniker, soubriquet, byname, 
appellation, monicker, handle, name, 
title, surname. 

wiry: (adj) lean, muscular, sinewy, 
fibrous, brawny, stalwart, ropy, thin, 
supple, vigorous, rough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, small, 
tiny, smooth, soft, stout, fat. 
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side with a desperate sense of blankness before the letters d-r-y, his eyes shed 
their mildest and most encouraging light.%

After the reading class, two youths between sixteen and nineteen came up 
with the imaginary bills of parcels, which they had been writing out on their 
slates and were now required to calculate "off-hand"--a test which they stood 
with such imperfect success that Bartle Massey, whose eyes had been glaring at 
them ominously through his spectacles for some minutes, at length burst out in a 
bitter, high-pitched tone, pausing between every sentence to rap the floor with a 
knobbed stick which rested between his legs. 

"Now, you see, you don't do this thing a bit better than you did a fortnight 
ago, and I'll tell you what's the reason.  You want to learn accounts--that's well 
and good.  But you think all you need do to learn accounts is to come to me and 
do sums for an hour or so, two or three times a-week; and no sooner do you get 
your caps on and turn out of doors again than you sweep the whole thing clean 
out of your mind.  You go whistling about, and take no more care what you're 
thinking of than if your heads were gutters for any rubbish to swill through that 
happened to be in the way; and if you get a good notion in 'em, it's pretty soon 
washed out again.  You think knowledge is to be got cheap--you'll come and pay 
Bartle Massey sixpence a-week, and he'll make you clever at figures without 
your taking any trouble.  But knowledge isn't to be got with paying sixpence, let 
me tell you.  If you're to know figures, you must turn 'em over in your heads and 
keep your thoughts fixed on 'em.  There's nothing you can't turn into a sum, for 
there's nothing but what's got number in it--even a fool.  You may say to 
yourselves, 'I'm one fool, and Jack's another; if my fool's head weighed four 
pound, and Jack's three pound three ounces and three quarters, how many 
pennyweights heavier would my head be than Jack's?'  A man that had got his 
heart in learning figures would make sums for himself and work 'em in his head.  
When he sat at his shoemaking, he'd count his stitches by fives, and then put a 
price on his stitches, say half a farthing, and then see how much money he could 
get in an hour; and then ask himself how much money he'd get in a day at that 
rate; and then how much ten workmen would get working three, or twenty, or a 
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blankness: (n) void, emptiness, 
vacancy, nothingness, space, 
bareness, inanition, vacuity, vacuum, 
disbelief, barrenness. 

farthing: (n) craps, faro, ante, chuck, 
doit, small change; (adj) bulrush, 
pinch of snuff, peppercorn, old son, 
jot. 

fives: (n) LA grace, battledore and 
shuttlecock, rackets, court game. 

glaring: (adj) conspicuous, bright, 
blatant, egregious, obvious, plain,  

flaming, garish, crying, gross, glary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
inconspicuous, dull, minor. 

high-pitched: (adj) piercing, shrill. 
imperfect: (adj) faulty, deficient, 

defective, unfinished, incomplete, 
poor, flawed, partial, inadequate, 
broken, fallible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
perfect, whole, unblemished, 
adequate, complete, sound, 
boundless, capable, flawless. 

ominously: (adv) inauspiciously,  

portentously, forbiddingly, balefully, 
threateningly, menacingly, blackly, 
direly; (adj, adv) gloomily, fatefully, 
unpromisingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
favorably, innocently. 

parcels: (n) post, correspondence, 
baggage, appurtenances, letters. 

shoemaking: (n) cobbling, trade, craft. 
swill: (adj, v) guzzle; (n, v) drink, 

potion; (n) slops, waste, pigwash, 
garbage, refuse; (v) drench, slosh; 
(adj) booze. 
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hundred years at that rate--and all the while his needle would be going just as 
fast as if he left his head empty for the devil to dance in.  But the long and the 
short of it is--I'll have nobody in my night-school that doesn't strive to learn what 
he comes to learn, as hard as if he was striving to get out of a dark hole into 
broad daylight.  I'll send no man away because he's stupid: if Billy Taft, the idiot, 
wanted to learn anything, I'd not refuse to teach him.  But I'll not throw away 
good knowledge on people who think they can get it by the sixpenn'orth, and 
carry it away with 'em as they would an ounce of snuff.  So never come to me 
again, if you can't show that you've been working with your own heads, instead 
of thinking that you can pay for mine to work for you.  That's the last word I've 
got to say to you."%

With this final sentence, Bartle Massey gave a sharper rap than ever with his 
knobbed stick, and the discomfited lads got up to go with a sulky look.  The 
other pupils had happily only their writing-books to show, in various stages of 
progress from pot- hooks to round text; and mere pen-strokes, however perverse, 
were less exasperating to Bartle than false arithmetic.  He was a little more 
severe than usual on Jacob Storey's Z's, of which poor Jacob had written a 
pageful, all with their tops turned the wrong way, with a puzzled sense that they 
were not right "somehow."  But he observed in apology, that it was a letter you 
never wanted hardly, and he thought it had only been there "to finish off th' 
alphabet, like, though ampusand (&) would ha' done as well, for what he could 
see." 

At last the pupils had all taken their hats and said their "Good- nights," and 
Adam, knowing his old master's habits, rose and said, "Shall I put the candles 
out, Mr. Massey?" 

"Yes, my boy, yes, all but this, which I'll carry into the house; and just lock the 
outer door, now you're near it," said Bartle, getting his stick in the fitting angle to 
help him in descending from his stool.  He was no sooner on the ground than it 
became obvious why the stick was necessary--the left leg was much shorter than 
the right.  But the school-master was so active with his lameness that it was 
hardly thought of as a misfortune; and if you had seen him make his way along 
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alphabet: (n) rudiments, rudiment, 
elements, grammar, ABC, 
fundamentals, basics, first rudiment, 
first principle, outlines, abecedary. 

arithmetic: (adj) arithmetical, 
numerical; (n) calculation, 
computation, algorism, mathematics, 
math, estimate, weighing up; (v) 
fluxions, geometry. 

exasperating: (adj) annoying, 
bothersome, maddening, infuriating, 
trying, irritating, tedious, vexatious,  

vexing, galling, exacerbating. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
pleasant, satisfying. 

gave: (v) deliver, allow, allot, provide, 
furnish, impart, administer; (n) gives.

lameness: (n) limp, claudication, 
gameness, gimpiness, feebleness, 
halt, limping, crippleness, disability 
of walking. 

sharper: (n, v) cheat; (n) rogue, 
impostor, swindler, chiseler, 
deceiver, cheater, welsher, sharpie;  

(v) shark, fraud. 
snuff: (v) smell, kill, douse, slay, scent, 

snuffle, bump off, smother, snort; 
(adj) tobacco, nicotine. 

strive: (v) endeavor, contend, contest, 
struggle, fight, attempt, combat, 
strain, work, aspire, aim. 

sulky: (adj) gloomy, grouchy, morose, 
surly, peevish, moody, dismal, cross, 
petulant, crabby; (adj, v) glum. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) resigned, 
cheerful; (n) cheeriness. 
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the schoolroom floor, and up the step into his kitchen, you would perhaps have 
understood why the naughty boys sometimes felt that his pace might be 
indefinitely quickened and that he and his stick might overtake them even in 
their swiftest run.%

The moment he appeared at the kitchen door with the candle in his hand, a 
faint whimpering began in the chimney-corner, and a brown- and-tan-coloured 
bitch, of that wise-looking breed with short legs and long body, known to an 
unmechanical generation as turnspits, came creeping along the floor, wagging 
her tail, and hesitating at every other step, as if her affections were painfully 
divided between the hamper in the chimney-corner and the master, whom she 
could not leave without a greeting. 

"Well, Vixen, well then, how are the babbies?" said the schoolmaster, making 
haste towards the chimney-corner and holding the candle over the low hamper, 
where two extremely blind puppies lifted up their heads towards the light from a 
nest of flannel and wool.  Vixen could not even see her master look at them 
without painful excitement: she got into the hamper and got out again the next 
moment, and behaved with true feminine folly, though looking all the while as 
wise as a dwarf with a large old-fashioned head and body on the most 
abbreviated legs. 

"Why, you've got a family, I see, Mr. Massey?" said Adam, smiling, as he 
came into the kitchen.  "How's that?  I thought it was against the law here." 

"Law?  What's the use o' law when a man's once such a fool as to let a woman 
into his house?" said Bartle, turning away from the hamper with some bitterness.  
He always called Vixen a woman, and seemed to have lost all consciousness that 
he was using a figure of speech.  "If I'd known Vixen was a woman, I'd never 
have held the boys from drowning her; but when I'd got her into my hand, I was 
forced to take to her.  And now you see what she's brought me to--the sly, 
hypocritical wench"--Bartle spoke these last words in a rasping tone of reproach, 
and looked at Vixen, who poked down her head and turned up her eyes towards 
him with a keen sense of opprobrium--"and contrived to be brought to bed on a 
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abbreviated: (adj) short, abridged, 
abbreviate, condensed, truncated, 
brief, compendious, cut, truncate, 
concise, reduced. 

creeping: (n) creep, crawl, locomotion, 
spreading; (v) lentor; (adj) reptile, 
slow, reptant, reptatory, serpiginous, 
moving. 

drowning: (n) masking, demersion. 
dwarf: (adj, n) midget, miniature; (n) 

gnome, fairy, brownie, manikin, 
pygmy; (v) overshadow; (adj) little,  

runt, baby. ANTONYMS: (adj) large, 
big, huge; (v) maximize. 

hamper: (v) clog, fetter, hinder, block, 
curb, interfere, delay, handicap, 
debar; (n, v) cramp; (n) disadvantage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) help, broaden, 
encourage, assist. 

indefinitely: (adv) indistinctly, 
indeterminately, unclearly, 
uncertainly, undefinedly, unfixedly, 
loosely, imprecisely, undeterminedly, 
unsettledly, obscurely. ANTONYM:  

(adv) temporarily. 
quickened: (adj) hasty, rapid, 

passionate, intoxicated. 
rasping: (adj) harsh, rough, raspy, 

strident, gravelly, hoarse, raucous, 
husky, guttural; (n) rasp, friction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) smoothness; (adj) 
velvety, smooth, harmonious. 

schoolroom: (n) nursery, class, lecture 
room, room. 

unmechanical: (adj) not mechanical, 
maladroit. 
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Sunday at church-time.  I've wished again and again I'd been a bloody minded 
man, that I could have strangled the mother and the brats with one cord." 

"I'm glad it was no worse a cause kept you from church," said Adam.  "I was 
afraid you must be ill for the first time i' your life.  And I was particularly sorry 
not to have you at church yesterday." 

"Ah, my boy, I know why, I know why," said Bartle kindly, going up to 
Adam and raising his hand up to the shoulder that was almost on a level with his 
own head.  "You've had a rough bit o' road to get over since I saw you--a rough 
bit o' road.  But I'm in hopes there are better times coming for you.  I've got some 
news to tell you.  But I must get my supper first, for I'm hungry, I'm hungry.  Sit 
down, sit down." 

Bartel went into his little pantry, and brought out an excellent home-baked 
loaf; for it was his one extravagance in these dear times to eat bread once a-day 
instead of oat-cake; and he justified it by observing, that what a schoolmaster 
wanted was brains, and oat-cake ran too much to bone instead of brains.  Then 
came a piece of cheese and a quart jug with a crown of foam upon it.  He placed 
them all on the round deal table which stood against his large arm-chair in the 
chimney-corner, with Vixen's hamper on one side of it and a window-shelf with 
a few books piled up in it on the other.  The table was as clean as if Vixen had 
been an excellent housewife in a checkered apron; so was the quarry floor; and 
the old carved oaken press, table, and chairs, which in these days would be 
bought at a high price in aristocratic houses, though, in that period of spider-legs 
and inlaid cupids, Bartle had got them for an old song, where as free from dust 
as things could be at the end of a summer's day.%

"Now, then, my boy, draw up, draw up.  We'll not talk about business till 
we've had our supper.  No man can be wise on an empty stomach.  But," said 
Bartle, rising from his chair again, "I must give Vixen her supper too, confound 
her!  Though she'll do nothing with it but nourish those unnecessary babbies.  
That's the way with these women--they've got no head-pieces to nourish, and so 
their food all runs either to fat or to brats." 
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aristocratic: (adj) gentle, autocratic, 
refined, stylish, Belgravian, 
aristocratical, condescending, well-
bred, royal; (n) princely, titled. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) popular, 
unrefined, bourgeois, common, 
lowly. 

brains: (n) cleverness, intellect, 
intelligence, sense, mind, wisdom, 
pate, wit, wits, reason; (adj, n) head. 
ANTONYM: (n) stupidity. 

extravagance: (n) dissipation, luxury,  

excess, profligacy, lavishness, 
squandering, recklessness, waste, 
prodigality, magnificence, 
immoderateness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
economy, frugality, parsimony, 
prudence, paucity, moderation, 
austerity, necessity, bareness. 

foam: (n, v) froth, bubble, spume; (adj, 
v) boil, seethe; (v) effervesce, suds, 
fizz, ferment; (n) lather, bubbles. 

housewife: (n) homemaker, mistress, 
housekeeper, matron, wife, hostess,  

hussif, dame, woman of the house, 
lady of the house, busy bee. 

inlaid: (adj) decorated. 
minded: (prep) inclined; (adj, prep) 

disposed; (adj) willing, apt, ready, 
prone, orientated, favorable, 
oriented, prepared, partial. 

piled: (adj) heaped, dense, aggregate, 
collective, concentrated, cumulous. 

strangled: (adj) smothered, completely 
covered, muffled, suppressed; (v) 
bowstringed. 
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He brought out of the pantry a dish of scraps, which Vixen at once fixed her 
eyes on, and jumped out of her hamper to lick up with the utmost dispatch. 

"I've had my supper, Mr. Massey," said Adam, "so I'll look on while you eat 
yours.  I've been at the Hall Farm, and they always have their supper betimes, 
you know: they don't keep your late hours."%

"I know little about their hours," said Bartle dryly, cutting his bread and not 
shrinking from the crust.  "It's a house I seldom go into, though I'm fond of the 
boys, and Martin Poyser's a good fellow.  There's too many women in the house 
for me: I hate the sound of women's voices; they're always either a-buzz or a-
squeak-- always either a-buzz or a-squeak.  Mrs. Poyser keeps at the top o' the 
talk like a fife; and as for the young lasses, I'd as soon look at water-grubs.  I 
know what they'll turn to--stinging gnats, stinging gnats.  Here, take some ale, 
my boy: it's been drawn for you--it's been drawn for you." 

"Nay, Mr. Massey," said Adam, who took his old friend's whim more 
seriously than usual to-night, "don't be so hard on the creaturs God has made to 
be companions for us.  A working-man 'ud be badly off without a wife to see to 
th' house and the victual, and make things clean and comfortable." 

"Nonsense!  It's the silliest lie a sensible man like you ever believed, to say a 
woman makes a house comfortable.  It's a story got up because the women are 
there and something must be found for 'em to do.  I tell you there isn't a thing 
under the sun that needs to be done at all, but what a man can do better than a 
woman, unless it's bearing children, and they do that in a poor make-shift way; it 
had better ha' been left to the men--it had better ha' been left to the men.  I tell 
you, a woman 'ull bake you a pie every week of her life and never come to see 
that the hotter th' oven the shorter the time.  I tell you, a woman 'ull make your 
porridge every day for twenty years and never think of measuring the 
proportion between the meal and the milk--a little more or less, she'll think, 
doesn't signify.  The porridge will be awk'ard now and then: if it's wrong, it's 
summat in the meal, or it's summat in the milk, or it's summat in the water.  Look 
at me!  I make my own bread, and there's no difference between one batch and 
another from year's end to year's end; but if I'd got any other woman besides 
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bake: (v) roast, broil, fire, fry, cook, 
stew, to bake, grill, scorch, toast, heat.

betimes: (adv) early, soon, anon, rath, 
betime, ahead of time, rathe. 

crust: (n) skin, peel, bark, cheekiness, 
gall, impertinence, covering, shell, 
cortex, coating, encrustation. 

dispatch: (n, v) speed, rush; (n) 
consignment, expedition, celerity, 
quickness; (v) send, accelerate, 
deliver, quicken, slay. ANTONYMS: 
(n) receiving, receipt, dawdling,  

delay, loitering, silence; (v) keep, 
start, begin, hold, retain. 

dryly: (adv) coldly, sternly, sourly, 
sarcastically, laconically, huskily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) interestingly, 
warmly. 

fife: (n) flute, whistle, flageolet, 
piccolo, pipe. 

gnats: (n) fungus gnats, Nematocera, 
suborder Nematocera. 

scraps: (n) garbage, odds and ends, 
scrap, bits, food waste, leftover, trash, 

waste, oddments, leftovers, residue. 
shrinking: (n) contraction, recoil, 

reduction, decrease, condensation; (n, 
v) lessening; (adj) timid, fearful, shy, 
bashful; (adj, adv) cowardly. 
ANTONYM: (adj) confident. 

voices: (n) chorus. 
whim: (n, v) fancy, vagary, humor, 

freak; (n) notion, impulse, fad, mood, 
whimsy, thought, idea. ANTONYMS: 
(n) plan, reality, aversion. 

yours: (adj) own. 
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Vixen in the house, I must pray to the Lord every baking to give me patience if 
the bread turned out heavy.  And as for cleanliness, my house is cleaner than any 
other house on the Common, though the half of 'em swarm with women.  Will 
Baker's lad comes to help me in a morning, and we get as much cleaning done in 
one hour, without any fuss, as a woman 'ud get done in three, and all the while 
be sending buckets o' water after your ankles, and let the fender and the fire-
irons stand in the middle o' the floor half the day for you to break your shins 
against 'em.  Don't tell me about God having made such creatures to be 
companions for us!  I don't say but He might make Eve to be a companion to 
Adam in Paradise--there was no cooking to be spoilt there, and no other woman 
to cackle with and make mischief, though you see what mischief she did as soon 
as she'd an opportunity.  But it's an impious, unscriptural opinion to say a 
woman's a blessing to a man now; you might as well say adders and wasps, and 
foxes and wild beasts are a blessing, when they're only the evils that belong to 
this state o' probation, which it's lawful for a man to keep as clear of as he can in 
this life, hoping to get quit of 'em for ever in another--hoping to get quit of 'em 
for ever in another." 

Bartle had become so excited and angry in the course of his invective that he 
had forgotten his supper, and only used the knife for the purpose of rapping the 
table with the haft.  But towards the close, the raps became so sharp and 
frequent, and his voice so quarrelsome, that Vixen felt it incumbent on her to 
jump out of the hamper and bark vaguely.%

"Quiet, Vixen!" snarled Bartle, turning round upon her.  "You're like the rest 
o' the women--always putting in your word before you know why." 

Vixen returned to her hamper again in humiliation, and her master continued 
his supper in a silence which Adam did not choose to interrupt; he knew the old 
man would be in a better humour when he had had his supper and lighted his 
pipe.  Adam was used to hear him talk in this way, but had never learned so 
much of Bartle's past life as to know whether his view of married comfort was 
founded on experience.  On that point Bartle was mute, and it was even a secret 
where he had lived previous to the twenty years in which happily for the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

baking: (adj) hot, scorching, roasting, 
burning, boiling, sweltering, torrid; 
(n) cookery, cooking, stoving, firing. 
ANTONYM: (adj) fresh. 

beasts: (n) stock. 
cackle: (n, v) giggle, snicker, chatter; 

(v) gaggle, crow, chortle; (adj) prattle, 
prate; (n) laugh, yack, laughter. 

evils: (n) mala. 
fender: (n) wing, cushion, barrier, 

mudguard, dashboard, guard, 
mudguard seat, cowcatcher,  

framework, sheer log, framing. 
impious: (adj) godless, ungodly, 

disrespectful, profane, unholy, sinful, 
unhallowed, wicked, iniquitous, 
irreligious, irreverent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) reverent, devout, restrained, 
good. 

invective: (n, v) abuse, insult, 
contumely, vituperation; (n) diatribe, 
denunciation, tirade, curse, reproach, 
ignominy; (adj) abusive. 

snarled: (adj) tangled, gnarly,  

knobbed, complex, twisted, snarly, 
gnarled, matted, untidy, knotty. 

spoilt: (adj) spoiled, blighted, be 
stunted, destroyed, unsound, 
corrupt, disordered, reproduced 
fraudulently, defective, defiled, big. 

swarm: (n) host, horde, multitude, 
drove, throng, cloud, assembly; (n, v) 
mob; (v) teem, pour; (adj) shoal. 
ANTONYMS: (v) retreat; (n) few. 

unscriptural: (adj) exscriptural. 
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peasants and artisans of this neighbourhood he had been settled among them as 
their only schoolmaster.  If anything like a question was ventured on this subject, 
Bartle always replied, "Oh, I've seen many places--I've been a deal in the south," 
and the Loamshire men would as soon have thought of asking for a particular 
town or village in Africa as in "the south."%

"Now then, my boy," said Bartle, at last, when he had poured out his second 
mug of ale and lighted his pipe, "now then, we'll have a little talk.  But tell me 
first, have you heard any particular news to-day?" 

"No," said Adam, "not as I remember." 
"Ah, they'll keep it close, they'll keep it close, I daresay.  But I found it out by 

chance; and it's news that may concern you, Adam, else I'm a man that don't 
know a superficial square foot from a solid." 

Here Bartle gave a series of fierce and rapid puffs, looking earnestly the while 
at Adam.  Your impatient loquacious man has never any notion of keeping his 
pipe alight by gentle measured puffs; he is always letting it go nearly out, and 
then punishing it for that negligence.  At last he said, "Satchell's got a paralytic 
stroke.  I found it out from the lad they sent to Treddleston for the doctor, before 
seven o'clock this morning.  He's a good way beyond sixty, you know; it's much 
if he gets over it." 

"Well," said Adam, "I daresay there'd be more rejoicing than sorrow in the 
parish at his being laid up.  He's been a selfish, tale-bearing, mischievous fellow; 
but, after all, there's nobody he's done so much harm to as to th' old squire.  
Though it's the squire himself as is to blame--making a stupid fellow like that a 
sort o' man-of-all-work, just to save th' expense of having a proper steward to 
look after th' estate.  And he's lost more by ill management o' the woods, I'll be 
bound, than 'ud pay for two stewards.  If he's laid on the shelf, it's to be hoped 
he'll make way for a better man, but I don't see how it's like to make any 
difference to me." 

"But I see it, but I see it," said Bartle, "and others besides me.  The captain's 
coming of age now--you know that as well as I do-- and it's to be expected he'll 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

alight: (v) light, land, perch, dismount, 
get down, settle, get off, descend; 
(adj) ablaze, burning, blazing. 
ANTONYM: (v) mount. 

impatient: (adj) eager, anxious, 
petulant, fidgety, vexed, keen, edgy, 
quick, avid, irritable, fretful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) patient, enduring, 
unenthusiastic, calm, happy, relaxed, 
slow. 

loquacious: (adj) talkative, chatty, 
gabby, wordy, verbose, talky, glib,  

voluble, linguacious, expansive, 
gossipy. ANTONYMS: (adj) taciturn, 
reticent. 

mischievous: (adj) bad, injurious, 
detrimental, naughty, deleterious, 
impish, harmful, playful, maleficent, 
arch; (adj, v) hurtful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) harmless, serious. 

paralytic: (adj) paralytical, paralyzed, 
torpid, comatose; (n) paretic, 
handicapped person, invalid; (v) 
withered. 

shelf: (n) ledge, rack, bank, flat, 
projection, bookshelf, shelves, board, 
frame, shallows; (adj, n) shallow. 

sorrow: (n, v) regret, lament, grieve; 
(v) mourn; (n) mourning, heartache, 
repentance, remorse; (adj, n) sadness, 
misery; (adj, n, v) distress. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, delight, 
happiness, peace, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness, shamelessness, calm, 
content; (v) rejoice. 

stewards: (n) administration. 
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have%a little more voice in things.  And I know, and you know too, what 'ud be 
the captain's wish about the woods, if there was a fair opportunity for making a 
change.  He's said in plenty of people's hearing that he'd make you manager of 
the woods to-morrow, if he'd the power.  Why, Carroll, Mr. Irwine's butler, 
heard him say so to the parson not many days ago.  Carroll looked in when we 
were smoking our pipes o' Saturday night at Casson's, and he told us about it; 
and whenever anybody says a good word for you, the parson's ready to back it, 
that I'll answer for.  It was pretty well talked over, I can tell you, at Casson's, and 
one and another had their fling at you; for if donkeys set to work to sing, you're 
pretty sure what the tune'll be." 

"Why, did they talk it over before Mr. Burge?" said Adam; "or wasn't he there 
o' Saturday?" 

"Oh, he went away before Carroll came; and Casson--he's always for setting 
other folks right, you know--would have it Burge was the man to have the 
management of the woods.  'A substantial man,' says he, 'with pretty near sixty 
years' experience o' timber: it 'ud be all very well for Adam Bede to act under 
him, but it isn't to be supposed the squire 'ud appoint a young fellow like Adam, 
when there's his elders and betters at hand!'  But I said, 'That's a pretty notion o' 
yours, Casson.  Why, Burge is the man to buy timber; would you put the woods 
into his hands and let him make his own bargains?  I think you don't leave your 
customers to score their own drink, do you?  And as for age, what that's worth 
depends on the quality o' the liquor.  It's pretty well known who's the backbone 
of Jonathan Burge's business.'" 

"I thank you for your good word, Mr. Massey," said Adam.  "But, for all that, 
Casson was partly i' the right for once.  There's not much likelihood that th' old 
squire 'ud ever consent t' employ me.  I offended him about two years ago, and 
he's never forgiven me." 

"Why, how was that?  You never told me about it," said Bartle. 
"Oh, it was a bit o' nonsense.  I'd made a frame for a screen for Miss Lyddy--

she's allays making something with her worsted-work, you know--and she'd 
given me particular orders about this screen, and there was as much talking and 
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appoint: (v) assign, accredit, designate, 
set, prescribe, delegate, create, make, 
commission, fix; (n, v) name. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dismiss, fire, 
unfurnish, expel, dismantle, 
discharge, strip, elect, change. 

backbone: (n) back, strength, nerve, 
courage, mainstay, pluck, spine, 
vertebral column, grit, stamina; (adj, 
n) bottom. ANTONYMS: (n) 
powerlessness, spinelessness, 
timidity, weakness. 

butler: (n) waiter, pantryman, 
attendant, valet de chambre, livery 
servant, steward, flunkey, footman, 
lackey, manservant, valet. 

fling: (n, v) toss, throw, pitch, slam, 
hurl; (v) chuck, shoot, dash, rush, 
discard; (n) crack. ANTONYM: (v) 
collect. 

forgiven: (v) conciliatory, placable. 
likelihood: (n) chance, odds, 

probability, eventuality, expectation, 
likeliness, prospect, expectancy,  

verisimilitude, appearance, option. 
ANTONYM: (n) improbability. 

liquor: (n) fluid, broth, alcohol, booze, 
brew, brandy, arrack, spirits, 
schnapps; (n, v) drink; (adj, n) liquid. 

offended: (adj) angry, affronted, 
aggrieved, pained, wronged, 
annoyed, insulted, shocked, vexed, 
resentful, injured. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indifferent, proud, unconcerned. 

pipes: (n) musette, tubing, tubes, pipe, 
tube. 
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measuring as if we'd been planning a house.  However, it was a nice bit o' work, 
and I liked doing it for her.  But, you know, those little friggling things take a 
deal %o' time.  I only worked at it in overhours--often late at night--and I had to 
go to Treddleston over an' over again about little bits o' brass nails and such 
gear; and I turned the little knobs and the legs, and carved th' open work, after a 
pattern, as nice as could be.  And I was uncommon pleased with it when it was 
done.  And when I took it home, Miss Lyddy sent for me to bring it into her 
drawing-room, so as she might give me directions about fastening on the work--
very fine needlework, Jacob and Rachel a- kissing one another among the sheep, 
like a picture--and th' old squire was sitting there, for he mostly sits with her.  
Well, she was mighty pleased with the screen, and then she wanted to know 
what pay she was to give me.  I didn't speak at random--you know it's not my 
way; I'd calculated pretty close, though I hadn't made out a bill, and I said, 'One 
pound thirty.' That was paying for the mater'als and paying me, but none too 
much, for my work.  Th' old squire looked up at this, and peered in his way at 
the screen, and said, 'One pound thirteen for a gimcrack like that!  Lydia, my 
dear, if you must spend money on these things, why don't you get them at 
Rosseter, instead of paying double price for clumsy work here?  Such things are 
not work for a carpenter like Adam.  Give him a guinea, and no more.' Well, 
Miss Lyddy, I reckon, believed what he told her, and she's not overfond o' 
parting with the money herself--she's not a bad woman at bottom, but she's been 
brought up under his thumb; so she began fidgeting with her purse, and turned 
as red as her ribbon.  But I made a bow, and said, 'No, thank you, madam; I'll 
make you a present o' the screen, if you please.  I've charged the regular price for 
my work, and I know it's done well; and I know, begging His Honour's pardon, 
that you couldn't get such a screen at Rosseter under two guineas.  I'm willing to 
give you my work--it's been done in my own time, and nobody's got anything to 
do with it but me; but if I'm paid, I can't take a smaller price than I asked, 
because that 'ud be like saying I'd asked more than was just.  With your leave, 
madam, I'll bid you good-morning.'  I made my bow and went out before she'd 
time to say any more, for she stood with the purse in her hand, looking almost 
foolish.  I didn't mean to be disrespectful, and I spoke as polite as I could; but I 
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bits: (n) odds and ends, scraps, debris.
clumsy: (adj) bumbling, bungling, 

cumbersome, unwieldy, rude, inept, 
inapt, maladroit, gawky, unskilled, 
wooden. ANTONYMS: (adj) graceful, 
dexterous, clever, skillful, deft, 
adroit, elegant, coordinated, expert, 
athletic, agile. 

fastening: (n) clasp, clip, buckle, 
attachment, lock, catch, link, 
bonding; (n, v) bond; (v) tie, bind. 

gimcrack: (adj) trashy, cheap, garish,  

tawdry, frail, toy, flash, flashy, 
shabby; (v) flimsy; (n) trinket. 

guinea: (n) greaseball, Republic of 
Guinea, poultry, change, shilling, 
penny, doit, domestic fowl, farthing, 
fowl, French Guinea. 

needlework: (n) stitchery, sewing, 
needlecraft, stitching, knitwork, 
crochet, crocheting, knit, knitting, 
fancywork, creation. 

purse: (n) bag, pouch, money, 
handbag, sac, currency, pocketbook, 

pelf; (v) wrinkle, pucker, crease. 
ribbon: (n) band, riband, tape, strip, 

shred, decoration, medal, ribband, 
thread, fascia, belt. 

uncommon: (adj) extraordinary, 
peculiar, scarce, singular, strange, 
special, exceptional, infrequent, odd, 
unusual, unaccustomed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) typical, usual, 
normal, familiar, poor, ordinary, bad, 
imperfect, customary, accustomed, 
frequent. 
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can give in to no man, if he wants to make it out as I'm trying to overreach him.  
And in the evening the footman brought me the one pound thirteen wrapped in 
paper.  But since then I've seen pretty clear as th' old squire can't abide me."%

"That's likely enough, that's likely enough," said Bartle meditatively.  "The 
only way to bring him round would be to show him what was for his own 
interest, and that the captain may do-- that the captain may do." 

"Nay, I don't know," said Adam; "the squire's 'cute enough but it takes 
something else besides 'cuteness to make folks see what'll be their interest in the 
long run.  It takes some conscience and belief in right and wrong, I see that pretty 
clear.  You'd hardly ever bring round th' old squire to believe he'd gain as much 
in a straightfor'ard way as by tricks and turns.  And, besides, I've not much mind 
to work under him:  I don't want to quarrel with any gentleman, more particular 
an old gentleman turned eighty, and I know we couldn't agree long.  If the 
captain was master o' th' estate, it 'ud be different:  he's got a conscience and a 
will to do right, and I'd sooner work for him nor for any man living." 

"Well, well, my boy, if good luck knocks at your door, don't you put your 
head out at window and tell it to be gone about its business, that's all.  You must 
learn to deal with odd and even in life, as well as in figures.  I tell you now, as I 
told you ten years ago, when you pommelled young Mike Holdsworth for 
wanting to pass a bad shilling before you knew whether he was in jest or earnest-
-you're overhasty and proud, and apt to set your teeth against folks that don't 
square to your notions.  It's no harm for me to be a bit fiery and stiff-backed--I'm 
an old schoolmaster, and shall never want to get on to a higher perch.  But 
where's the use of all the time I've spent in teaching you writing and mapping 
and mensuration, if you're not to get for'ard in the world and show folks there's 
some advantage in having a head on your shoulders, instead of a turnip?  Do 
you mean to go on turning up your nose at every opportunity because it's got a 
bit of a smell about it that nobody finds out but yourself?  It's as foolish as that 
notion o' yours that a wife is to make a working-man comfortable.  Stuff and 
nonsense!  Stuff and nonsense!  Leave that to fools that never got beyond a sum 
in simple addition.  Simple addition enough!  Add one fool to another fool, and 
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eighty: (n) four score. 
mapping: (n) function, 

correspondence, chromosome 
mapping, procedure, process, 
cartography, balance, data mapping, 
ground mapping, 
commensurateness, agreement. 

meditatively: (adv) thoughtfully, 
reflectively, wistfully, musingly, 
contemplatively, ponderingly, 
ruminatively, broodingly, thinkingly, 
broodily, musefully. ANTONYMS:  

(adv) unthinkingly, rashly. 
mensuration: (n) measure, measuring, 

admeasurement, surveying, scaling, 
densitometry, calorimetry, 
bathymetry, audiometry, 
actinometry, gravimetry. 

overhasty: (adj) precipitate, hurried, 
headlong, imprudent, ill-advised, 
excessively quick, premature, 
precipitant, rash. ANTONYM: (adj) 
cautious. 

overreach: (v) outwit, cheat, overdo,  

outsmart, beat, do, beguile, fool, 
dupe, overpass, mislead. 

perch: (adj, n, v) roost; (v) light, settle, 
sit, alight, squat, land; (adj, v) lodge, 
abide, dwell; (n) pole. 

tricks: (n) actions, behavior, thing, 
clowning around, fooling, magic, 
plunder, possession, activities. 

turnip: (n) rutabaga, Swede, root 
vegetable, cruciferous vegetable, 
white turnip, clock. 
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in six years' time six fools more--they're all of the same denomination, big and 
little's nothing to do with the sum!" 

During this rather heated exhortation to coolness and discretion the pipe had 
gone out, and Bartle gave the climax to his speech by striking a light furiously, 
after which he puffed with fierce resolution, fixing his eye still on Adam, who 
was trying not to laugh.%

"There's a good deal o' sense in what you say, Mr. Massey," Adam began, as 
soon as he felt quite serious, "as there always is.  But you'll give in that it's no 
business o' mine to be building on chances that may never happen.  What I've got 
to do is to work as well as I can with the tools and mater'als I've got in my hands.  
If a good chance comes to me, I'll think o' what you've been saying; but till then, 
I've got nothing to do but to trust to my own hands and my own head-piece.  I'm 
turning over a little plan for Seth and me to go into the cabinet-making a bit by 
ourselves, and win a extra pound or two in that way.  But it's getting late now--
it'll be pretty near eleven before I'm at home, and Mother may happen to lie 
awake; she's more fidgety nor usual now.  So I'll bid you good-night." 

"Well, well, we'll go to the gate with you--it's a fine night," said Bartle, taking 
up his stick.  Vixen was at once on her legs, and without further words the three 
walked out into the starlight, by the side of Bartle's potato-beds, to the little gate. 

"Come to the music o' Friday night, if you can, my boy," said the old man, as 
he closed the gate after Adam and leaned against it. 

"Aye, aye," said Adam, striding along towards the streak of pale road.  He 
was the only object moving on the wide common.  The two grey donkeys, just 
visible in front of the gorse bushes, stood as still as limestone images--as still as 
the grey-thatched roof of the mud cottage a little farther on.  Bartle kept his eye 
on the moving figure till it passed into the darkness, while Vixen, in a state of 
divided affection, had twice run back to the house to bestow a parenthetic lick 
on her puppies. 

"Aye, aye," muttered the schoolmaster, as Adam disappeared, "there you go, 
stalking along--stalking along; but you wouldn't have been what you are if you 
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bushes: (n) underbrush, thicket, 
undergrowth, minor league. 

climax: (n, v) peak, crown; (n) top, 
zenith, culmination, acme, height, 
summit, pinnacle, meridian; (adj, n) 
orgasm. ANTONYMS: (v) dip, drop, 
delve; (n) low, nadir, bathos, 
anticlimax, comedown, base, trough, 
prelude. 

denomination: (n) appellation, title, 
cognomen, class, communion, 
appellative, designation, sect, name,  

value, degree. 
fidgety: (adj, n) nervous; (adj) unquiet, 

fretful, fussy, anxious, hasty, jittery, 
jumpy, mercurial, restive; (n) 
apprehensive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
relaxed, calm. 

furiously: (adv) irately, angrily, 
fiercely, wildly, violently, ragingly, 
wrathfully, infuriatedly, rabidly, 
impetuously, frantically. 
ANTONYM: (adv) sluggishly. 

parenthetic: (adj) parenthetical,  

incident, incidental. 
puffed: (adj) puff, bloated, distended, 

puffy, tumid, turgid, swell, 
breathless, bepuffed, overflowing, 
out of breath. 

stalking: (n) deerstalking, hunting, 
chaff, harassment, still hunt, shuck, 
pestering, pursuit, husk, nuisance, 
angry walk. 

streak: (n, v) ray, dash, mark, flash; 
(adj, n) stripe; (n) band, beam, run, 
bar, groove, gleam. 
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hadn't had a bit of old lame Bartle inside you.  The strongest calf must have 
something to suck at.  There's plenty of these big, lumbering fellows 'ud never 
have known their A B C if it hadn't been for Bartle Massey.  Well, well, Vixen, 
you foolish wench, what is it, what is it?  I must go in, must I?  Aye, aye, I'm 
never to have a will o' my own any more.  And those pups--what do you think 
I'm to do with 'em, when they're twice as big as you?  For I'm pretty sure the 
father was that hulking bull- terrier of Will Baker's--wasn't he now, eh, you sly 
hussy?"%

(Here Vixen tucked her tail between her legs and ran forward into the house.  
Subjects are sometimes broached which a well-bred female will ignore.) 

"But where's the use of talking to a woman with babbies?" continued Bartle.  
"She's got no conscience--no conscience; it's all run to milk." 
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broached: (adv) astir, afoot. 
bull: (n) rot, ox, hogwash, absurdity, 

bear, buck, guff, shit, male; (n, v) 
bullshit; (adj, n) blunder. 
ANTONYMS: (n) truth, bear. 

foolish: (adj) childish, fool, crazy, 
dumb, daft, fatuous, stupid, unwise, 
preposterous, dopey; (adj, n) silly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wise, sensible, 
shrewd, prudent, visionary, 
diplomatic, levelheaded, sane, 
rational, mature, judicious. 

hulking: (adj) massive, awkward, 
unwieldy, large, lumpish, 
thundering, big, lumbering, hulky, 
gaunt, colossal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
graceful, compact. 

lumbering: (adj) heavy, clumsy, 
ungainly, ponderous, maladroit, 
gruelling, hulking, accented, all 
thumbs, unwieldy; (n) logging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nimble, adroit, 
agile, graceful, elegant, dainty. 

suck: (v) nurse, drink, imbibe, suckle, 

absorb, lactate, puff, drain, pull, suck 
up; (n) sucking. ANTONYM: (v) rock. 

tail: (n, v) shadow, trail; (v) follow, 
track, pursue, dog, tag, chase; (n) 
behind, posterior, butt. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) head, front; (v) lead. 

terrier: (n) cairn, bullterrier, ratter, rat 
terrier, piercer, Lhasa, fox terrier, 
stylet, hunting dog, perforator, 
schnauzer. 

twice: (adv) doubly, bis, two times, in 
two ways, once more; (adj) twenty. 
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CHAPTER  % XX I I  

 
GO ING  TO  THE  B IRTHDAY  FEAST  

 
 

The thirtieth of July was come, and it was one of those half-dozen warm days 
which sometimes occur in the middle of a rainy English summer.  No rain had 
fallen for the last three or four days, and the weather was perfect for that time of 
the year:  there was less dust than usual on the dark-green hedge-rows and on 
the wild camomile that starred the roadside, yet the grass was dry enough for 
the little children to roll on it, and there was no cloud but a long dash of light, 
downy ripple, high, high up in the far-off blue sky.  Perfect weather for an 
outdoor July merry-making, yet surely not the best time of year to be born in.  
Nature seems to make a hot pause just then: all the loveliest flowers are gone; the 
sweet time of early growth and vague hopes is past; and yet the time of harvest 
and ingathering is not come, and we tremble at the possible storms that may 
ruin the precious fruit in the moment of its ripeness.  The woods are all one dark 
monotonous green; the waggon-loads of hay no longer creep along the lanes, 
scattering their sweet-smelling fragments on the blackberry branches; the 
pastures are often a little tanned, yet the corn has not got its last splendour of 
red and gold; the lambs and calves have lost all traces of their innocent frisky 
prettiness, and have become stupid young sheep and cows.  But it is a time of 
leisure on the farm-- that pause between hay- and corn-harvest, and so the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

camomile: (n) chamomile, Anthemis 
nobilis, herb. 

ingathering: (n) gathering, levy, 
harvest, appeal, compilation, crop, 
harvesting, assemblage, muster, 
compendium, entreaty. 

monotonous: (adj) dull, flat, boring, 
dreary, tedious, insipid, monotone, 
monotonic; (adj, v) dry, uninteresting, 
stupid. ANTONYMS: (adj) exciting, 
varied, stimulating, lively, exotic, 
enthralling, brilliant, flexible. 

ripeness: (n, v) readiness; (n) 
maturation, matureness, mellowness, 
perfection, fruition, lusciousness, 
succulence, full development; (v) 
preparedness, ripen. ANTONYMS: 
(n) greenness, dryness. 

ripple: (v) bubble, murmur, gurgle, 
billow, surge, burble, cockle; (n, v) 
wave, swell, riffle, purl. 

scattering: (n) diffusion, dissipation, 
dispersion, distribution, scatter, 
dissemination, sprinkle, sprinkling,  

strewing; (adj, n) spreading; (adj) 
distributive. 

splendour: (n) pomp, magnificence, 
lustre, splendor, luster, brilliancy, 
resplendence, luxury, grandeur, 
grandness, brilliance. 

starred: (adj) marked. 
sweet-smelling: (adj) aromatic, 

fragrant, sweet, odorous. 
tanned: (adj) bronzed, suntanned, 

browned; (n) brunette. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pale, untanned. 
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farmers and labourers in Hayslope and Broxton thought the captain did well to 
come of age just then, when they could give their undivided minds to the 
flavour of the great cask of ale which had been brewed the autumn after "the 
heir" was born, and was to be tapped on his twenty-first birthday.  The air had 
been merry with the ringing of church-bells very early this morning, and every 
one had made haste to get through the needful work before twelve, when it 
would be time to think of getting ready to go to the Chase.%

The midday sun was streaming into Hetty's bedchamber, and there was no 
blind to temper the heat with which it fell on her head as she looked at herself in 
the old specked glass.  Still, that was the only glass she had in which she could 
see her neck and arms, for the small hanging glass she had fetched out of the 
next room-- the room that had been Dinah's--would show her nothing below her 
little chin; and that beautiful bit of neck where the roundness of her cheek melted 
into another roundness shadowed by dark delicate curls.  And to-day she 
thought more than usual about her neck and arms; for at the dance this evening 
she was not to wear any neckerchief, and she had been busy yesterday with her 
spotted pink-and-white frock, that she might make the sleeves either long or 
short at will.  She was dressed now just as she was to be in the evening, with a 
tucker made of "real" lace, which her aunt had lent her for this unparalleled 
occasion, but with no ornaments besides; she had even taken out her small round 
ear-rings which she wore every day.  But there was something more to be done, 
apparently, before she put on her neckerchief and long sleeves, which she was to 
wear in the day-time, for now she unlocked the drawer that held her private 
treasures.  It is more than a month since we saw her unlock that drawer before, 
and now it holds new treasures, so much more precious than the old ones that 
these are thrust into the corner.  Hetty would not care to put the large coloured 
glass ear-rings into her ears now; for see! she has got a beautiful pair of gold and 
pearls and garnet, lying snugly in a pretty little box lined with white satin.  Oh, 
the delight of taking out that little box and looking at the ear-rings!  Do not 
reason about it, my philosphical reader, and say that Hetty, being very pretty, 
must have known that it did not signify whether she had on any ornaments or 
not; and that, moreover, to look at ear- rings which she could not possibly wear 
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bedchamber: (n) bedroom, dormitory, 
room, sleeping room, master 
bedroom, boudoir. 

cask: (n) bucket, butt, tun, tub, drum, 
vat, hogshead, keg, coffin, 
containerful, vessel. 

garnet: (n) essonite, almandine, 
peridot, opal, lapis lazuli, pyrope, 
cinnamon stone, chrysolite, 
allochroite, andradite; (adj) dark red. 

snugly: (adv) cozily, cosily, 
comfortably, closely, tightly,  

pleasantly, compactly, neatly, 
conveniently, homely, trimly. 

streaming: (adj) flowing, flapping, 
detached, incoherent, baggy, slack, 
relaxed, loose, lax; (n) cyclosis; (v) 
disheveled. 

undivided: (adj) complete, whole, 
unbroken, total, single, integral, 
continuous, united, full, exclusive, 
solid. ANTONYMS: (adj) partial, 
separate, broken, imperfect, 
individual. 

unlock: (v) open, unfasten, disclose, 
unbar, reveal, free, release, 
disengage, unbolt, unclose, 
withdraw. ANTONYMS: (v) fasten, 
lock, close. 

unparalleled: (adj) unequaled, unique, 
unmatched, incomparable, matchless, 
unprecedented, peerless, 
unexampled, inimitable, unequalled, 
alone. ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
inferior, surpassable, abysmal, 
unremarkable, usual. 
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out of her bedroom could hardly be a satisfaction, the essence of vanity being a 
reference to the impressions produced on others; you will never understand 
women's natures if you are so excessively rational.  Try rather to divest yourself 
of all your rational prejudices, as much as if you were studying the psychology 
of a canary bird, and only watch the movements of this pretty round creature as 
she turns her head on one side with an unconscious smile at the ear-rings nestled 
in the little box.  Ah, you think, it is for the sake of the person who has given 
them to her, and her thoughts are gone back now to the moment when they were 
put into her hands.  No; else why should she have cared to have ear-rings rather 
than anything else?  And I know that she had longed for ear-rings from among 
all the ornaments she could imagine.%

"Little, little ears!" Arthur had said, pretending to pinch them one evening, as 
Hetty sat beside him on the grass without her hat.  "I wish I had some pretty ear-
rings!" she said in a moment, almost before she knew what she was saying--the 
wish lay so close to her lips, it would flutter past them at the slightest breath.  
And the next day--it was only last week--Arthur had ridden over to Rosseter on 
purpose to buy them.  That little wish so naively uttered seemed to him the 
prettiest bit of childishness; he had never heard anything like it before; and he 
had wrapped the box up in a great many covers, that he might see Hetty 
unwrapping it with growing curiosity, till at last her eyes flashed back their new 
delight into his. 

No, she was not thinking most of the giver when she smiled at the ear-rings, 
for now she is taking them out of the box, not to press them to her lips, but to 
fasten them in her ears--only for one moment, to see how pretty they look, as she 
peeps at them in the glass against the wall, with first one position of the head 
and then another, like a listening bird.  It is impossible to be wise on the subject 
of ear-rings as one looks at her; what should those delicate pearls and crystals be 
made for, if not for such ears?  One cannot even find fault with the tiny round 
hole which they leave when they are taken out; perhaps water-nixies, and such 
lovely things without souls, have these little round holes in their ears by nature, 
ready to hang jewels in.  And Hetty must be one of them:  it is too painful to 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

canary: (n, v) fink, snitch, tattletale; (n) 
informer, singer, canary bird, canary 
yellow, yellowness, warbler, vocalist, 
squealer. 

childishness: (n) youngness, navet, 
boyhood, boyism, frivolity, 
puerilism, ridiculousness, stupidity, 
childhood. ANTONYMS: (n) 
maturity, sense. 

divest: (v) bereave, dispossess, 
dismantle, denude, despoil, strip, 
disrobe, free, relieve, discharge,  

unclothe. ANTONYMS: (v) invest, 
clothe, cover, dress, provide, 
bequeath, harbor, add. 

fasten: (adj, v) attach, fix, affix; (v) 
connect, bind, tie, tack, pin, stick, 
clasp, anchor. ANTONYMS: (v) 
detach, undo, unlock, loosen, release, 
open, disconnect, untie, separate, 
unscrew. 

giver: (n) contributor, benefactor, 
abnegator, almsgiver, altruist, 
supporter, helper, donator, grantor,  

provider, philanthropist. 
naively: (adv) ingenuously, 

credulously, unsophisticatedly, 
artlessly, inexperiencedly, simplely, 
candidly, frankly, trustingly, 
childishly, unaffectedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) deliberately, 
astutely, sensibly, dishonestly, 
artfully. 

pearls: (n) beads, jewelry, jewellery. 
studying: (n) poring over, perusal, 

study, learning, reading, speculation. 
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think that she is a woman, with a woman's destiny before her--a woman 
spinning in young ignorance a light web of folly and vain hopes which may one 
day close round her and press upon her, a rancorous poisoned garment, 
changing all at once her fluttering, trivial butterfly sensations into a life of deep 
human anguish.%

But she cannot keep in the ear-rings long, else she may make her uncle and 
aunt wait.  She puts them quickly into the box again and shuts them up.  Some 
day she will be able to wear any ear-rings she likes, and already she lives in an 
invisible world of brilliant costumes, shimmering gauze, soft satin, and velvet, 
such as the lady's maid at the Chase has shown her in Miss Lydia's wardrobe.  
She feels the bracelets on her arms, and treads on a soft carpet in front of a tall 
mirror.  But she has one thing in the drawer which she can venture to wear to-
day, because she can hang it on the chain of dark-brown berries which she has 
been used to wear on grand days, with a tiny flat scent-bottle at the end of it 
tucked inside her frock; and she must put on her brown berries-- her neck would 
look so unfinished without it.  Hetty was not quite as fond of the locket as of the 
ear-rings, though it was a handsome large locket, with enamelled flowers at the 
back and a beautiful gold border round the glass, which showed a light-brown 
slightly waving lock, forming a background for two little dark rings.  She must 
keep it under her clothes, and no one would see it.  But Hetty had another 
passion, only a little less strong than her love of finery, and that other passion 
made her like to wear the locket even hidden in her bosom.  She would always 
have worn it, if she had dared to encounter her aunt's questions about a ribbon 
round her neck.  So now she slipped it on along her chain of dark-brown berries, 
and snapped the chain round her neck.  It was not a very long chain, only 
allowing the locket to hang a little way below the edge of her frock.  And now 
she had nothing to do but to put on her long sleeves, her new white gauze 
neckerchief, and her straw hat trimmed with white to-day instead of the pink, 
which had become rather faded under the July sun.  That hat made the drop of 
bitterness in Hetty's cup to-day, for it was not quite new--everybody would see 
that it was a little tanned against the white ribbon--and Mary Burge, she felt sure, 
would have a new hat or bonnet on.  She looked for consolation at her fine white 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bracelets: (n) trinkets, jewels, 
necklaces, charms, costume jewelry, 
ornaments. 

consolation: (n) comfort, relief, balm, 
succor, ease, cheer, solacement, 
encouragement, sympathy, 
alleviation, express sympathy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) grief, sorrow, 
distress, discouragement, 
aggravation. 

locket: (n) jewelry, medallion, 
pendant, case, ornament, bracelet,  

anklet, adornment, accessory, 
carcanet. 

poisoned: (adj, v) tainted; (v) peccant, 
morbid, tabid; (adj) venenate, made 
virulent, rabid, resentful, sour, 
mangy, leprous. 

rancorous: (adj) malicious, vindictive, 
malevolent, venomous, spiteful, 
resentful, hostile, virulent, malign, 
vengeful, vicious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
kind, harmonious, loving, willing. 

shimmering: (adj) glittering, sparkling, 

gleaming, dazzling, lustrous, bright, 
iridescent, shimmery, flashing, 
glittery, glowing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dull, dim. 

shuts: (adj) closed. 
unfinished: (adj) rough, rude, 

unaccomplished, imperfect, 
incomplete, partial, immature, 
unpolished, raw, undone; (v) 
uncompleted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
finished, complete, complex, 
completed. 
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cotton stockings:  they really were very nice indeed, and she had given almost all 
her spare money for them.  Hetty's dream of the future could not make her 
insensible to triumph in the present.  To be sure, Captain Donnithorne loved her 
so that he would never care about looking at other people, but then those other 
people didn't know how he loved her, and she was not satisfied to appear 
shabby and insignificant in their eyes even for a short space.%

The whole party was assembled in the house-place when Hetty went down, 
all of course in their Sunday clothes; and the bells had been ringing so this 
morning in honour of the captain's twenty- first birthday, and the work had all 
been got done so early, that Marty and Tommy were not quite easy in their 
minds until their mother had assured them that going to church was not part of 
the day's festivities.  Mr. Poyser had once suggested that the house should be 
shut up and left to take care of itself; "for," said he, "there's no danger of 
anybody's breaking in--everybody'll be at the Chase, thieves an' all.  If we lock th' 
house up, all the men can go:  it's a day they wonna see twice i' their lives."  But 
Mrs. Poyser answered with great decision:  "I never left the house to take care of 
itself since I was a missis, and I never will.  There's been ill-looking tramps enoo' 
about the place this last week, to carry off every ham an' every spoon we'n got; 
and they all collogue together, them tramps, as it's a mercy they hanna come and 
poisoned the dogs and murdered us all in our beds afore we knowed, some 
Friday night when we'n got the money in th' house to pay the men.  And it's like 
enough the tramps know where we're going as well as we do oursens; for if Old 
Harry wants any work done, you may be sure he'll find the means." 

"Nonsense about murdering us in our beds," said Mr. Poyser; "I've got a gun 
i' our room, hanna I? and thee'st got ears as 'ud find it out if a mouse was 
gnawing the bacon.  Howiver, if thee wouldstna be easy, Alick can stay at home 
i' the forepart o' the day, and Tim can come back tow'rds five o'clock, and let 
Alick have his turn.  They may let Growler loose if anybody offers to do mischief, 
and there's Alick's dog too, ready enough to set his tooth in a tramp if Alick 
gives him a wink." 
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assembled: (adj) amassed, collected, 
collective, concentrated, united, 
gather, assembling, gathered, 
massed, built, aggregate. 

collogue: (v) confabulate, confab, 
conspire, consult, earwig, talk, 
confer. 

forepart: (n) front, fore, head, side, 
face, bow, figurehead, fore part, front 
end, battlefront. 

gives: (n) give, offer, provide, grant, 
accord. 

gnawing: (v) corroding, biting; (n) 
arrosion. 

insensible: (adj) imperceptible, numb, 
unconscious, callous, dull, unaware, 
apathetic, impassive, indiscernible, 
comatose, impassible. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sensible, conscious, sensitive, 
awake, alive, compassionate, 
concerned, aware. 

insignificant: (adj) inconsequential, 
inconsiderable, humble, poor, 
immaterial, trivial, unimportant,  

light, infinitesimal, indifferent, small. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
enormous, major, important, huge, 
substantial, considerable, great, 
colossal, valuable, influential. 

spoon: (n) spoonful, ladle, shovel, 
soup spoon, tablespoon, trowel, 
teaspoon, dipper; (v) smooch, dally, 
bill and coo. 

tooth: (n) palate, denticle, trident, 
sprocket, saw, premolar, nap, incisor, 
grain, eyetooth; (adj) nib. 
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Mrs. Poyser accepted this compromise, but thought it advisable to bar and 
bolt to the utmost; and now, at the last moment before starting, Nancy, the dairy-
maid, was closing the shutters of the house-place, although the window, lying 
under the immediate observation of Alick and the dogs, might have been 
supposed the least likely to be selected for a burglarious attempt.%

The covered cart, without springs, was standing ready to carry the whole 
family except the men-servants.  Mr. Poyser and the grandfather sat on the seat 
in front, and within there was room for all the women and children; the fuller the 
cart the better, because then the jolting would not hurt so much, and Nancy's 
broad person and thick arms were an excellent cushion to be pitched on.  But Mr. 
Poyser drove at no more than a walking pace, that there might be as little risk of 
jolting as possible on this warm day, and there was time to exchange greetings 
and remarks with the foot-passengers who were going the same way, specking 
the paths between the green meadows and the golden cornfields with bits of 
movable bright colour--a scarlet waistcoat to match the poppies that nodded a 
little too thickly among the corn, or a dark-blue neckerchief with ends flaunting 
across a brand-new white smock- frock.  All Broxton and all Hayslope were to be 
at the Chase, and make merry there in honour of "th' heir"; and the old men and 
women, who had never been so far down this side of the hill for the last twenty 
years, were being brought from Broxton and Hayslope in one of the farmer's 
waggons, at Mr. Irwine's suggestion.  The church-bells had struck up again now-
-a last tune, before the ringers came down the hill to have their share in the 
festival; and before the bells had finished, other music was heard approaching, 
so that even Old Brown, the sober horse that was drawing Mr. Poyser's cart, 
began to prick up his ears.  It was the band of the Benefit Club, which had 
mustered in all its glory-- that is to say, in bright-blue scarfs and blue favours, 
and carrying its banner with the motto, "Let brotherly love continue," encircling 
a picture of a stone-pit. 

The carts, of course, were not to enter the Chase.  Every one must  get down 
at the lodges, and the vehicles must be sent back. 
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brand-new: (adj) fresh, new, up-to-
date, virgin, early. 

brotherly: (adj) brotherlike, 
sympathetic, cordial, neighborly, 
harmonious, amicable, affectionate, 
sisterly, fatherly; (adv) 
sympathetically, fraternally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sisterly, 
uncompassionate, unfriendly, 
unneighborly, sororal, antagonistic, 
uncompanionable. 

encircling: (adj, prep) surrounding;  

(prep) around; (adj) comprehensive, 
encompassing, roundabout, 
circuitous, rotary, circumferential, 
inclusive; (v) encircle. 

greetings: (n) greeting, respects, 
compliments, consolation, regards, 
commend, good wishes, 
commendation, induction, draft. 

jolting: (adj) jolty, bumpy, bouncing, 
jouncing, unsmooth, moving, 
bouncy; (n) concussion. 

motto: (n) catchword, adage, epigraph, 

maxim, slogan, device, proverb, saw, 
saying, shibboleth, aphorism. 

pitched: (adj) oblique, thrown, 
slanting, at an angle, leaning; (v) 
fixed, pight, determined. 
ANTONYM: (adj) level. 

prick: (n, v) puncture, stab, cock, 
twinge, spur, bite; (v) impale, pierce, 
needle; (n) Dick, pricking. 

smock: (n) duster, shirt, chemise, 
gaberdine, sark, dust coat, overalls, 
dress, blouse, smicket, coverall. 
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"Why, the Chase is like a fair a'ready," said Mrs. Poyser, as she got down 
from the cart, and saw the groups scattered under the great oaks, and the boys 
running about in the hot sunshine to survey the tall poles surmounted by the 
fluttering garments that were to be the prize of the successful climbers.  "I should 
ha' thought there wasna so many people i' the two parishes.  Mercy on us!  How 
hot it is out o' the shade!  Come here, Totty, else your little face 'ull be burnt to a 
scratchin'!  They might ha' cooked the dinners i' that open space an' saved the 
fires.  I shall go to Mrs. Best's room an' sit down." 

"Stop a bit, stop a bit," said Mr. Poyser.  "There's th' waggin coming wi' th' old 
folks in't; it'll be such a sight as wonna come o'er again, to see 'em get down an' 
walk along all together.  You remember some on 'em i' their prime, eh, Father?" 

"Aye, aye," said old Martin, walking slowly under the shade of the lodge 
porch, from which he could see the aged party descend.  "I remember Jacob Taft 
walking fifty mile after the Scotch raybels, when they turned back from 
Stoniton." 

He felt himself quite a youngster, with a long life before him, as he saw the 
Hayslope patriarch, old Feyther Taft, descend from the waggon and walk 
towards him, in his brown nigbtcap, and leaning on his two sticks.%

"Well, Mester Taft," shouted old Martin, at the utmost stretch of his voice--for 
though he knew the old man was stone deaf, he could not omit the propriety of a 
greeting--"you're hearty yet.  You can enjoy yoursen to-day, for-all you're ninety 
an' better." 

"Your sarvant, mesters, your sarvant," said Feyther Taft in a treble tone, 
perceiving that he was in company. 

The aged group, under care of sons or daughters, themselves worn and grey, 
passed on along the least-winding carriage-road towards the house, where a 
special table was prepared for them; while the Poyser party wisely struck across 
the grass under the shade of the great trees, but not out of view of the house-
front, with its sloping lawn and flower-beds, or of the pretty striped marquee at 
the edge of the lawn, standing at right angles with two larger marquees on each 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

descend: (v) settle, condescend, down, 
drop, deign, subside, go down, 
dismount, derive, get off, come 
down. ANTONYMS: (v) ascend, 
climb, float, scale, increase, level, 
mount. 

marquee: (n) pavilion, canopy, tent, 
marquise, umbrella, parasol, 
marchioness, sunshade, collapsible 
shelter, cover, covering. 

oaks: (n) beech family, Castanopsis, 
Nothofagus, Lithocarpus, genus  

Quercus, Genera Castanea, family 
Fagaceae, Fagus, Fagaceae, chestnuts.

omit: (adv, v) neglect, disregard; (adj, 
v) miss, skip, jump, pretermit; (v) 
delete, forget, exclude, except, leave. 
ANTONYMS: (v) add, remember. 

saved: (adj) protected, economized, 
rescued, blessed. 

sloping: (adj, v) oblique, slope; (adj) 
slanting, inclined, slanted, diagonal, 
leaning, sloped; (adj, adv) aslope, 
aslant; (v) slant. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

horizontal, upright. 
wisely: (adv) judiciously, prudently, 

sagaciously, cleverly, discreetly, 
shrewdly, smartly, learnedly, 
astutely, sharply, perspicaciously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) stupidly, 
recklessly, imprudently, immaturely, 
illogically. 

youngster: (n) lad, juvenile, kid, child, 
urchin, toddler, youth, adolescent, 
bairn, baby, tot. ANTONYMS: (n) 
adult, elder. 
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side of the open green space where the games were to be played.  The house 
would have been nothing but a plain square mansion of Queen Anne's time, but 
for the remnant of an old abbey to which it was united at one end, in much the 
same way as one may sometimes see a new farmhouse rising high and prim at 
the end of older and lower farm-offices.  The fine old remnant stood a little 
backward and under the shadow of tall beeches, but the sun was now on the 
taller and more advanced front, the blinds were all down, and the house seemed 
asleep in the hot midday.  It made Hetty quite sad to look at it:  Arthur must be 
somewhere in the back rooms, with the grand company, where he could not 
possibly know that she was come, and she should not see him for a long, long 
while--not till after dinner, when they said he was to come up and make a 
speech.%

But Hetty was wrong in part of her conjecture.  No grand company was 
come except the Irwines, for whom the carriage had been sent early, and Arthur 
was at that moment not in a back room, but walking with the rector into the 
broad stone cloisters of the old abbey, where the long tables were laid for all the 
cottage tenants and the farm-servants.  A very handsome young Briton he looked 
to- day, in high spirits and a bright-blue frock-coat, the highest mode--his arm no 
longer in a sling.  So open-looking and candid, too; but candid people have their 
secrets, and secrets leave no lines in young faces. 

"Upon my word," he said, as they entered the cool cloisters, "I think the 
cottagers have the best of it:  these cloisters make a delightful dining-room on a 
hot day.  That was capital advice of yours, Irwine, about the dinners--to let them 
be as orderly and comfortable as possible, and only for the tenants:  especially as 
I had only a limited sum after all; for though my grandfather talked of a carte 
blanche, he couldn't make up his mind to trust me, when it came to the point." 

"Never mind, you'll give more pleasure in this quiet way," said Mr. Irwine.  
"In this sort of thing people are constantly confounding liberality with riot and 
disorder.  It sounds very grand to say that so many sheep and oxen were roasted 
whole, and everybody ate who liked to come; but in the end it generally happens 
that no one has had an enjoyable meal.  If the people get a good dinner and a 
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backward: (adj, adv) late, behindhand; 
(adj) tardy, retarded, reluctant, coy, 
slow, laggard, dilatory; (adv) behind, 
backwardly. ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) 
ahead; (adv) onward; (adj) quick, 
developing, advanced, confident, 
brilliant, bold. 

cloisters: (n) walkway, arcade, 
churchyard, covered passage, 
doorway, pergola, portico. 

confounding: (adj) baffling, puzzling, 
contradictory, devious, difficult,  

marvelous, misleading, astounding; 
(v) confound; (n) misunderstanding, 
confusion. 

conjecture: (n) supposition, 
speculation, assumption, surmise, 
hypothesis; (v) suppose, believe, 
anticipate, assume, speculate; (n, v) 
estimate. ANTONYMS: (n) certainty; 
(v) demonstrate, know, learn, prove. 

longer: (adj) longest, better, lengest; 
(adv) farther; (n) yearner, thirster. 

midday: (n) noon, noonday, noontide, 

afternoon, twelve noon, hour; (adj) 
meridian, meridional; (adj, n) 
culmination. 

prim: (adj) stiff, prudish, precise, 
priggish, neat, ceremonious, mincing, 
squeamish, prissy, decorous, demure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, brash, 
uninhibited, informal, improper, lax. 

remnant: (n) end, relic, remains, 
residue, fragment, leftover, survival, 
trace, oddment, balance, stub. 

roasted: (adj) fried, baked. 
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moderate quantity of ale in the middle of the day, they'll be able to enjoy the 
games as the day cools.  You can't hinder some of them from getting too much 
towards evening, but drunkenness and darkness go better together than 
drunkenness and daylight." 

"Well, I hope there won't be much of it.  I've kept the Treddleston people 
away by having a feast for them in the town; and I've got Casson and Adam 
Bede and some other good fellows to look to the giving out of ale in the booths, 
and to take care things don't go too far.  Come, let us go up above now and see 
the dinner-tables for the large tenants." 

They went up the stone staircase leading simply to the long gallery above the 
cloisters, a gallery where all the dusty worthless old pictures had been banished 
for the last three generations--mouldy portraits of Queen Elizabeth and her 
ladies, General Monk with his eye knocked out, Daniel very much in the dark 
among the lions, and Julius Caesar on horseback, with a high nose and laurel 
crown, holding his Commentaries in his hand.%

"What a capital thing it is that they saved this piece of the old abbey!" said 
Arthur.  "If I'm ever master here, I shall do up the gallery in first-rate style.  
We've got no room in the house a third as large as this.  That second table is for 
the farmers' wives and children:  Mrs. Best said it would be more comfortable for 
the mothers and children to be by themselves.  I was determined to have the 
children, and make a regular family thing of it.  I shall be 'the old squire' to those 
little lads and lasses some day, and they'll tell their children what a much finer 
young fellow I was than my own son.  There's a table for the women and 
children below as well.  But you will see them all--you will come up with me 
after dinner, I hope?" 

"Yes, to be sure," said Mr. Irwine.  "I wouldn't miss your maiden speech to the 
tenantry." 

"And there will be something else you'll like to hear," said Arthur.  "Let us go 
into the library and I'll tell you all about it while my grandfather is in the 
drawing-room with the ladies.  Something that will surpsise you," he continued, 
as they sat down.  "My grandfather has come round after all." 
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dusty: (adj) dirty, sandy, mealy, dry, 
unclean, pulverulent, branny, 
uninteresting, vague, psammous; 
(adj, v) sooty. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dusted, clean. 

feast: (n, v) junket, fete; (n) 
entertainment, dinner, binge, spread, 
celebration, jamboree, carousal; (v) 
feed, eat. ANTONYMS: (v) abstain, 
starve; (n) snack. 

laurel: (n) bays, honor, rose-laurel, 
cassia, cinnamon, sweet bay, Daphne, 

bay tree, palm, garland, fame. 
lions: (n) dogs, order Carnivora, 

leopards, jackals, bears, Felidae, 
family Felidae, cheetahs, cats, 
Carnivora. 

moderate: (adj, v) temperate, calm; 
(adj) abstemious, mild, middling; (v) 
mitigate, lessen, allay, diminish, curb; 
(adv, v) check. ANTONYMS: (v) 
increase, intensify; (adj) immoderate, 
radical, unrestrained, speculative, 
strong, unreasonable, great,  

intemperate, massive. 
staircase: (n) stair, ladder, flight, steps, 

flight of steps, stairs, backstairs, 
escalator, companionway, way, 
entrance. 

worthless: (adj, v) futile, vain; (adj) 
vile, idle, empty, trifling, void, trivial, 
cheap, miserable, null. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) precious, useful, worthwhile, 
priceless, meaningful, helpful, 
invaluable, deserving, valid, worthy, 
substantial. 
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"What, about Adam?" 
"Yes; I should have ridden over to tell you about it, only I was so busy.  You 

know I told you I had quite given up arguing the matter with him--I thought it 
was hopeless--but yesterday morning he asked me to come in here to him before 
I went out, and astonished me by saying that he had decided on all the new 
arrangements he should make in consequence of old Satchell being obliged to lay 
by work, and that he intended to employ Adam in superintending the woods at 
a salary of a guinea a-week, and the use of a pony to be kept here.  I believe the 
secret of it is, he saw from the first it would be a profitable plan, but he had some 
particular dislike of Adam to get over--and besides, the fact that I propose a 
thing is generally a reason with him for rejecting it.  There's the most curious 
contradiction in my grandfather:  I know he means to leave me all the money he 
has saved, and he is likely enough to have cut off poor Aunt Lydia, who has been 
a slave to him all her life, with only five hundred a-year, for the sake of giving 
me all the more; and yet I sometimes think he positively hates me because I'm his 
heir.  I believe if I were to break my neck, he would feel it the greatest 
misfortune that could befall him, and yet it seems a pleasure to him to make my 
life a series of petty annoyances." 

"Ah, my boy, it is not only woman's love that is [two greek words omitted] as 
old Æschylus calls it.  There's plenty of 'unloving love' in the world of a 
masculine kind.  But tell me about Adam.  Has he accepted the post?  I don't see 
that it can be much more profitable than his present work, though, to be sure, it 
will leave him a good deal of time on his own hands.%

"Well, I felt some doubt about it when I spoke to him and he seemed to 
hesitate at first.  His objection was that he thought he should not be able to 
satisfy my grandfather.  But I begged him as a personal favour to me not to let 
any reason prevent him from accepting the place, if he really liked the 
employment and would not be giving up anything that was more profitable to 
him.  And he assured me he should like it of all things--it would be a great step 
forward for him in business, and it would enable him to do what he had long 
wished to do, to give up working for Burge.  He says he shall have plenty of time 
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arguing: (n) controversy, contention, 
disputation, contestation, polemics, 
tilt; (v) argue; (adj) quarrelsome, 
argumentative. 

astonished: (adj) astonish, 
dumbfounded, flabbergasted, 
stunned, aghast, bewildered, 
astounded, taken aback, 
thunderstruck, astonied; (v) amaze. 

contradiction: (n) antithesis, denial, 
repugnance, clash, disproof, contrast, 
opposite, disagreement, paradox,  

inconsistency, reverse. ANTONYMS: 
(n) correspondence, confirmation, 
consistency, reinforcement, concord. 

masculine: (adj, v) male, not female; 
(adj) manly, manlike, virile, mannish, 
mankind, bold, manful; (n) gender, 
he. ANTONYMS: (adj) female, 
neuter. 

misfortune: (n) accident, hardship, 
misadventure, disaster, calamity, 
mischance, catastrophe, mishap, bad 
luck, misery, affliction. ANTONYMS: 

(n) joy, bonus, opportunity, privilege, 
success, happiness. 

omitted: (adj) absent, forgotten, 
misplaced, wanting, not there, away, 
gone astray, lost, mislaid, gone. 

pony: (n) crib, nag, trot, mustang, 
clavis, cayuse, jigger, rendering, 
racehorse, translation, version. 

rejecting: (adj) negative, dismissive, 
disdainful; (n) rejection. 

superintending: (adj) administrative, 
overseeing, superintendent. 
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to superintend a little business of his own, which he and Seth will carry on, and 
will perhaps be able to enlarge by degrees.  So he has agreed at last, and I have 
arranged that he shall dine with the large tenants to-day; and I mean to 
announce the appointment to them, and ask them to drink Adam's health.  It's a 
little drama I've got up in honour of my  friend Adam.  He's a fine fellow, and I 
like the opportunity of letting people know that I think so."%

"A drama in which friend Arthur piques himself on having a pretty part to 
play," said Mr. Irwine, smiling.  But when he saw Arthur colour, he went on 
relentingly, "My part, you know, is always that of the old fogy who sees nothing 
to admire in the young folks.  I don't like to admit that I'm proud of my pupil 
when he does graceful things.  But I must play the amiable old gentleman for 
once, and second your toast in honour of Adam.  Has your grandfather yielded 
on the other point too, and agreed to have a respectable man as steward?" 

"Oh no," said Arthur, rising from his chair with an air of impatience and 
walking along the room with his hands in his pockets.  "He's got some project or 
other about letting the Chase Farm and bargaining for a supply of milk and 
butter for the house.  But I ask no questions about it--it makes me too angry.  I 
believe he means to do all the business himself, and have nothing in the shape of 
a steward.  It's amazing what energy he has, though." 

"Well, we'll go to the ladies now," said Mr. Irwine, rising too.  "I want to tell 
my mother what a splendid throne you've prepared for her under the marquee." 

"Yes, and we must be going to luncheon too," said Arthur.  "It must be two 
o'clock, for there is the gong beginning to sound for the tenants' dinners." 
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amiable: (adj) friendly, genial, 
agreeable, benign, complaisant, 
sweet, cordial, pleasant, likable, nice, 
lovely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disagreeable, argumentative, 
aggressive, antisocial, unkind, 
hateful, mean, quarrelsome, rude, 
surly, cold. 

degrees: (n) degree, temperature, 
compass rose, cardinal points. 

dine: (v) feed, lunch, breakfast, dining, 
meal, give, have supper, take tea,  

grub, consume, entertain. 
ANTONYM: (v) abstain. 

enlarge: (v) expand, aggrandize, 
augment, dilate, distend, widen, 
increase, elaborate, extend, blow up, 
grow. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, 
shrink, contract, decrease, compress, 
condense, diminish, lessen, 
minimize, narrow, abridge. 

fogy: (n) fogey, fossil, oldster, die-
hard, fuddy-duddy, reactionary, 
hunker, dotard, stick-in-the-mud,  

fogie. 
gong: (n) bell, carillon, chime, cymbal, 

medal, Alexander Melville Bell, 
handbell, English painter, doorbell, 
bell shape, Alexander Graham Bell. 

luncheon: (n) meal, tiffin, dejeuner, 
dinner, repast, party; (v) nunchion. 

superintend: (v) oversee, manage, 
direct, administer, control, run, 
supervise, govern, handle, overlook, 
inspect. 

yielded: (v) yold, yolden. 
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CHAPTER  XXI I I  

 
D INN ER -T IME  

 
 

When Adam heard that he was to dine upstairs with the large tenants, he felt 
rather uncomfortable at the idea of being exalted in this way above his mother 
and Seth, who were to dine in the cloisters below.  But Mr. Mills, the butler, 
assured him that Captain Donnithorne had given particular orders about it, and 
would be very angry if Adam was not there.%

Adam nodded and went up to Seth, who was standing a few yards off.  "Seth, 
lad," he said, "the captain has sent to say I'm to dine upstairs--he wishes it 
particular, Mr. Mills says, so I suppose it 'ud be behaving ill for me not to go.  But 
I don't like sitting up above thee and mother, as if I was better than my own flesh 
and blood.  Thee't not take it unkind, I hope?" 

"Nay, nay, lad," said Seth, "thy honour's our honour; and if thee get'st 
respect, thee'st won it by thy own deserts.  The further I see thee above me, the 
better, so long as thee feel'st like a brother to me.  It's because o' thy being 
appointed over the woods, and it's nothing but what's right.  That's a place o' 
trust, and thee't above a common workman now." 

"Aye," said Adam, "but nobody knows a word about it yet.  I haven't given 
notice to Mr. Burge about leaving him, and I don't like to tell anybody else about 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

assured: (adj, v) certain, sure; (adj) 
confident, guaranteed, positive, 
definite, assertive, confirmed, 
convinced, reliable, safe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncertain, 
doubtful, unsure, troubled, timid, 
questionable, hesitant, confused, 
halting, unlikely. 

deserts: (n) desert, just deserts, due, 
compensation, comeupance. 

exalted: (adj) elevated, eminent, noble, 
high, August, elated, dignified, great, 

sublime, grand, big. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) belittled, condemned, criticized, 
debased, humble, humiliated, low, 
lowly, minor, ridiculed, base. 

honour: (n) fame, award, dignity, 
homage, celebrity, accolade, 
reputation; (n, v) honor; (v) respect, 
celebrate, dignify. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) dishonor; (v) disrespect. 

uncomfortable: (adj) ill at ease, 
embarrassing, troubled, disagreeable, 
inconvenient, difficult, discomfited,  

anxious, uneasy, cheerless; (v) 
untoward. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
relaxed, comfy, happy, untroubled, 
painless, content, easy, 
straightforward. 

wishes: (n) desires, requirements, 
requests, needs, will. 

woods: (n) forest, woodland, grove, 
timber, jungle, sir Henry wood, 
vegetation, timberland, Natalie 
wood, virgin forest; (adj) wooden. 
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it before he knows, for he'll be a good bit hurt, I doubt.  People 'ull be wondering 
to see me there, and they'll like enough be guessing the reason and asking 
questions, for there's been so much talk up and down about my having the place, 
this last three weeks." 

"Well, thee canst say thee wast ordered to come without being told the 
reason.  That's the truth.  And mother 'ull be fine and joyful about it.  Let's go 
and tell her." 

Adam was not the only guest invited to come upstairs on other grounds than 
the amount he contributed to the rent-roll.  There were other people in the two 
parishes who derived dignity from their functions rather than from their pocket, 
and of these Bartle Massey was one.  His lame walk was rather slower than usual 
on this warm day, so Adam lingered behind when the bell rang for dinner, that 
he might walk up with his old friend; for he was a little too shy to join the Poyser 
party on this public occasion.  Opportunities of getting to Hetty's side would be 
sure to turn up in the course of the day, and Adam contented himself with that 
for he disliked any risk of being "joked" about Hetty--the big, outspoken, 
fearless man was very shy and diffident as to his love- making.%

"Well, Mester Massey," said Adam, as Bartle came up "I'm going to dine 
upstairs with you to-day:  the captain's sent me orders." 

"Ah!" said Bartle, pausing, with one hand on his back.  "Then there's 
something in the wind--there's something in the wind.  Have you heard anything 
about what the old squire means to do?" 

"Why, yes," said Adam; "I'll tell you what I know, because I believe you can 
keep a still tongue in your head if you like, and I hope you'll not let drop a word 
till it's common talk, for I've particular reasons against its being known." 

"Trust to me, my boy, trust to me.  I've got no wife to worm it out of me and 
then run out and cackle it in everybody's hearing.  If you trust a man, let him be a 
bachelor--let him be a bachelor." 

"Well, then, it was so far settled yesterday that I'm to take the management o' 
the woods.  The captain sent for me t' offer it me, when I was seeing to the poles 
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contributed: (adj) collatitious, unpaid.
diffident: (adj) coy, modest, reserved, 

shy, timid, tentative, unassuming, 
retiring, hesitant, backward, self-
conscious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
outgoing, confident, brash, assertive, 
unrepentant, brave, arrogant, 
approachable. 

fearless: (adj, n) daring; (adj) brave, 
dauntless, courageous, undaunted, 
intrepid, heroic, audacious, gallant, 
confident, valiant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

afraid, frightened, scared, 
apprehensive, terrified, timid. 

guessing: (adv) guessingly; (n) dead 
reckoning, guesswork, 
approximation, supposition, gibe, 
shot, blastoff, barb, estimation, dig. 

joyful: (adj) gay, glad, elated, cheerful, 
gleeful, cheery, delighted, joyous, 
jolly, blissful, blithe. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) miserable, sorrowful, unhappy, 
despairing, unpleasant, staid, sorry, 
disappointed, depressed, heavy. 

outspoken: (adj) direct, open, frank, 
candid, ingenuous, forthright, blunt, 
explicit, round, sincere, 
straightforward. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
devious, guarded, quiet, reticent, 
evasive, reserved, tactful. 

rang: (n) rung. 
wondering: (adj) inquisitive, 

speculative, suspicious. 
worm: (v) squirm, wriggle, twist, 

spiral, helix, writhe; (n) helminth, 
maggot; (adj) emmet, midge, fly. 
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and things here and I've agreed to't.  But if anybody asks any questions upstairs, 
just you take no notice, and turn the talk to something else, and I'll be obliged to 
you.  Now, let us go on, for we're pretty nigh the last, I think." 

"I know what to do, never fear," said Bartle, moving on.  "The news will be 
good sauce to my dinner.  Aye, aye, my boy, you'll get on.  I'll back you for an 
eye at measuring and a head-piece for figures, against any man in this county 
and you've had good teaching--you've had good teaching." 

When they got upstairs, the question which Arthur had left unsettled, as to 
who was to be president, and who vice, was still under discussion, so that 
Adam's entrance passed without remark.%

"It stands to sense," Mr. Casson was saying, "as old Mr. Poyser, as is th' oldest 
man i' the room, should sit at top o' the table.  I wasn't butler fifteen year without 
learning the rights and the wrongs about dinner." 

"Nay, nay," said old Martin, "I'n gi'en up to my son; I'm no tenant now:  let 
my son take my place.  Th' ould foulks ha' had their turn:  they mun make way 
for the young uns." 

"I should ha' thought the biggest tenant had the best right, more nor th' 
oldest," said Luke Britton, who was not fond of the critical Mr. Poyser; "there's 
Mester Holdsworth has more land nor anybody else on th' estate." 

"Well," said Mr. Poyser, "suppose we say the man wi' the foulest land shall sit 
at top; then whoever gets th' honour, there'll be no envying on him." 

"Eh, here's Mester Massey," said Mr. Craig, who, being a neutral in the 
dispute, had no interest but in conciliation; "the schoolmaster ought to be able to 
tell you what's right.  Who's to sit at top o' the table, Mr. Massey?" 

"Why, the broadest man," said Bartle; "and then he won't take up other folks' 
room; and the next broadest must sit at bottom." 

This happy mode of settling the dispute produced much laughter--a smaller 
joke would have sufficed for that Mr. Casson, however, did not feel it compatible 
with his dignity and superior knowledge to join in the laugh, until it turned out 
that he was fixed on as the second broadest man.  Martin Poyser the younger, as 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

conciliation: (n) mediation, 
appeasement, settlement, peace, 
placation, pacification, propitiation, 
alliance, conciliate, compromise, 
harmony. ANTONYMS: (n) 
provocation, confrontation, 
incitement. 

measuring: (n) measure, mensuration, 
scaling, surveying, hydrometry, 
actinometry, gravimetry, 
densitometry, calorimetry, 
bathymetry, audiometry. 

oldest: (n) elder, doyen; (adj) older. 
passed: (adj) accepted, approved, 

legal, gone. 
settling: (n) settlement, subsidence, 

defecation, dregs, clearing, sinking, 
dreg, remission, cave in; (adj) 
determining, definitive. 

unsettled: (adj) changeable, 
undecided, doubtful, uneasy, 
outstanding, variable, unpaid, 
unresolved; (adj, v) unfixed, 
indefinite, undetermined.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) confident, 
definite, decided, well, sure, happy, 
constant, conclusive, certain, calmed, 
calm. 

vice: (adj, n) imperfection, defect, 
blemish, failing, frailty; (n) 
corruption, sin, evil, immorality, 
iniquity, depravity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
asset, strength, propriety, virtue, 
righteousness, goodness, good, 
honesty; (adj) chief. 

wrongs: (n) mala. 
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the broadest, was to be president, and Mr. Casson, as next broadest, was to be 
vice.%

Owing to this arrangement, Adam, being, of course, at the bottom of the 
table, fell under the immediate observation of Mr. Casson, who, too much 
occupied with the question of precedence, had not hitherto noticed his entrance.  
Mr. Casson, we have seen, considered Adam "rather lifted up and peppery-like":  
he thought the gentry made more fuss about this young carpenter than was 
necessary; they made no fuss about Mr. Casson, although he had been an 
excellent butler for fifteen years. 

"Well, Mr. Bede, you're one o' them as mounts hup'ards apace," he said, 
when Adam sat down.  "You've niver dined here before, as I remember." 

"No, Mr. Casson," said Adam, in his strong voice, that could be heard along 
the table; "I've never dined here before, but I come by Captain Donnithorne's 
wish, and I hope it's not disagreeable to anybody here." 

"Nay, nay," said several voices at once, "we're glad ye're come.  Who's got 
anything to say again' it?" 

"And ye'll sing us 'Over the hills and far away,' after dinner, wonna ye?" said 
Mr. Chowne.  "That's a song I'm uncommon fond on." 

"Peeh!" said Mr. Craig; "it's not to be named by side o' the Scotch tunes.  I've 
never cared about singing myself; I've had something better to do.  A man that's 
got the names and the natur o' plants in's head isna likely to keep a hollow place 
t' hold tunes in.  But a second cousin o' mine, a drovier, was a rare hand at 
remembering the Scotch tunes.  He'd got nothing else to think on." 

"The Scotch tunes!" said Bartle Massey, contemptuously; "I've heard enough 
o' the Scotch tunes to last me while I live.  They're fit for nothing but to frighten 
the birds with--that's to say, the English birds, for the Scotch birds may sing 
Scotch for what I know.  Give the lads a bagpipe instead of a rattle, and I'll 
answer for it the corn 'll be safe." 

"Yes, there's folks as find a pleasure in undervallying what they know but 
little about," said Mr. Craig. 
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bagpipe: (n) wind, bagpipes, musette.
cousin: (n) nephew, cousins, friend, 

cousinship, relation, akin, relative, 
full cousin, companion. 

fuss: (n, v) flurry, bicker, fidget, 
hubbub; (adj, n) stir; (n) flap, 
commotion, ado, bother, disturbance; 
(v) fret. ANTONYM: (n) peace. 

hills: (n) home, dry land, foothills, 
earth, ground. 

hitherto: (adv) as yet, yet, so far, up to 
now, until now, thus far, before,  

hereunto, to date, still, all the same. 
hollow: (adj, n) blank; (n) cavity, 

depression, cave, dell; (adj) empty, 
false; (adj, n, v) concave; (n, v) 
excavate, dent, scoop. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) convex, sincere, true, full, 
meaningful, cramped, valid; (n) 
hump, bump, hill, lump. 

mounts: (adj) mounted. 
names: (n) calumny, defamation, 

hatchet job. 
precedence: (n) lead, advantage,  

anteriority, pas, antecedency, 
preference, precession, superiority, 
supremacy; (adj, n) priority; (adj) 
rank. 

rattle: (n, v) jingle, jangle, clatter; (n) 
click, clang, clack; (v) bang, confuse, 
shake, patter, disconcert. 

remembering: (n) recollection, recall, 
memory, identification, recognition, 
remember, association, connection, 
connexion, reminiscence, 
remembrance. 
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"Why, the Scotch tunes are just like a scolding, nagging woman," Bartle went 
on, without deigning to notice Mr. Craig's remark.  "They go on with the same 
thing over and over again, and never come to a reasonable end.  Anybody 'ud 
think the Scotch tunes had always been asking a question of somebody as deaf as 
old Taft, and had never got an answer yet."%

Adam minded the less about sitting by Mr. Casson, because this position 
enabled him to see Hetty, who was not far off him at the next table.  Hetty, 
however, had not even noticed his presence yet, for she was giving angry 
attention to Totty, who insisted on drawing up her feet on to the bench in 
antique fashion, and thereby threatened to make dusty marks on Hetty's pink-
and-white frock.  No sooner were the little fat legs pushed down than up they 
came again, for Totty's eyes were too busy in staring at the large dishes to see 
where the plum pudding was for her to retain any consciousness of her legs.  
Hetty got quite out of patience, and at last, with a frown and pout, and gathering 
tears, she said, "Oh dear, Aunt, I wish you'd speak to Totty; she keeps putting 
her legs up so, and messing my frock." 

"What's the matter wi' the child?  She can niver please you," said the mother.  
"Let her come by the side o' me, then.  I can put up wi' her." 

Adam was looking at Hetty, and saw the frown, and pout, and the dark eyes 
seeming to grow larger with pettish half-gathered tears.  Quiet Mary Burge, who 
sat near enough to see that Hetty was cross and that Adam's eyes were fixed on 
her, thought that so sensible a man as Adam must be reflecting on the small 
value of beauty in a woman whose temper was bad.  Mary was a good girl, not 
given to indulge in evil feelings, but she said to herself, that, since Hetty had a 
bad temper, it was better Adam should know it.  And it was quite true that if 
Hetty had been plain, she would have looked very ugly and unamiable at that 
moment, and no one's moral judgment upon her would have been in the least 
beguiled.  But really there was something quite charming in her pettishness:  it 
looked so much more like innocent distress than ill humour; and the severe 
Adam felt no movement of disapprobation; he only felt a sort of amused pity, as 
if he had seen a kitten setting up its back, or a little bird with its feathers ruffled.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

antique: (adj) old, antiquated, 
obsolete, aged, antiquarian, musty, 
quaint, outmoded, antediluvian, 
outdated; (n) relic. ANTONYMS: (adj, 
n) modern; (adj) recent, fresh, current, 
contemporary. 

disapprobation: (n) condemnation, 
animadversion, displeasure, 
discountenance, disapproval, blame, 
objection, dissatisfaction, disfavor, 
anger, dislike. 

frown: (adj, v) lower; (adj, n) scowl; (n, 

v) pout, grimace, glower, glare; (adj) 
black looks, gloam, glout; (v) sulk, 
gnash. ANTONYM: (v) approve. 

nagging: (adj) critical, troublesome, 
niggling, captious, vexatious, 
bothersome, demanding, moaning, 
uneasy; (n) torment. 

pettishness: (n) irritability, surliness, 
snappishness, biliousness, 
fretfulness, petulance, temper, 
petulancy, mood, irritation, ill nature.

plum: (n) damson, greengage, plum  

tree, prune, drupe, marmalade, lac, 
licorice; (adv) plumb, clean; (adj) 
mauve. 

ruffled: (adj) rippled, frilly, frilled, 
upset, disordered, excited, 
disconcerted, decorated, tousled, 
tangled, turbulent. 

thereby: (adv) whereby, hereby. 
unamiable: (adj) uncharitable, 

unfeeling, vinegary, sour, 
disobliging, resembling vinegar, 
morose. 
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He could not gather what was vexing her, but it was impossible to him to feel 
otherwise than that she was the prettiest thing in the world, and that if he could 
have his way, nothing should ever vex her any more.  And presently, when Totty 
was gone, she caught his eye, and her face broke into one of its brightest smiles, 
as she nodded to him.  It was a bit of flirtation--she knew Mary Burge was 
looking at them.  But the smile was like wine to Adam.%
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broke: (adj) bankrupt, poor, insolvent, 
impecunious, penniless, 
impoverished, skint, bust, destitute, 
strapped, ruined. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
solvent, wealthy, affluent. 

caught: (adj) fixed, guilty, 
accomplished, wedged, trapped, 
interested, exposed, defenseless, 
culpable; (v) seize, get. ANTONYM: 
(adj) loose. 

gather: (n, v) fold, tuck; (v) convene, 
garner, congregate, compile,  

assemble, accumulate, collect, meet, 
flock. ANTONYMS: (v) disperse, 
scatter, spread, distribute, disband, 
decrease, part, smooth. 

otherwise: (adv) besides, differently, or 
else, yet, alias, nevertheless, on the 
other hand, in addition; (adj, adv) 
other; (n) or; (adj) different. 

smile: (n) grin, grinning, smiling, luck, 
facial expression; (v) laugh, beam, 
chuckle, simper; (n, v) grimace; (adv) 
smilingly. ANTONYMS: (n, v) scowl; 

(v) glower. 
vexing: (adj) irritating, infuriating, 

maddening, annoying, galling, 
troublesome, bothersome, 
aggravating, exasperating, irksome, 
pestiferous. 

when: (adv, conj) once, as soon as; (adv) 
then, because, than, since, after; (conj) 
although, while, if; (prep) during. 

wine: (n) vino, spirits, beer, saki, sake, 
Macon, maconnais, alcohol, liquor, 
dessert wine; (adj) mauve. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV  

 
THE  H EALTH- DRINK I NG  

 
 

When the dinner was over, and the first draughts from the great cask of 
birthday ale were brought up, room was made for the broad Mr. Poyser at the 
side of the table, and two chairs were placed at the head.  It had been settled very 
definitely what Mr. Poyser was to do when the young squire should appear, and 
for the last five minutes he had been in a state of abstraction, with his eyes fixed 
on the dark picture opposite, and his hands busy with the loose cash and other 
articles in his breeches pockets.%

When the young squire entered, with Mr. Irwine by his side, every one stood 
up, and this moment of homage was very agreeable to Arthur.  He liked to feel 
his own importance, and besides that, he cared a great deal for the good-will of 
these people:  he was fond of thinking that they had a hearty, special regard for 
him.  The pleasure he felt was in his face as he said, "My grandfather and I hope 
all our friends here have enjoyed their dinner, and find my birthday ale good.  
Mr. Irwine and I are come to taste it with you, and I am sure we shall all like 
anything the better that the rector shares with us." 

All eyes were now turned on Mr. Poyser, who, with his hands still busy in his 
pockets, began with the deliberateness of a slow- striking clock.  "Captain, my 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abstraction: (n) abstract, reverie, 
engrossment, extraction, withdrawal, 
removal, deduction, abbreviation, 
preoccupancy, theorisation, 
theorization. ANTONYMS: (n) 
attentiveness, inclusion, alertness, 
concentration, fact. 

agreeable: (adj) accordant, nice, sweet, 
consistent, suitable, amusing, 
enjoyable, affable; (adj, v) pleasant, 
desirable; (adj, n) acceptable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable,  

discordant, unpleasant, nasty, 
unwilling, resistant, aggressive, 
repugnant, averse, stubborn, 
unacceptable. 

besides: (adv) as well, moreover, too, 
furthermore, again, as well as, 
anyway, additionally; (prep) apart 
from, beside; (adj, adv) more. 

deliberateness: (n) intentionality, 
pace, rate, thoughtfulness, 
circumspection, prudence, careful 
consideration, clumsiness,  

dilatoriness, calculation, 
backwardness. 

grandfather: (n) gramps, grandad, 
grandpapa, grandpa, grandsire, 
granddaddy, ancestor, father's father, 
paternal grandfather, father, 
forefather. 

homage: (n) allegiance, obeisance, 
fealty, accolade, honor, loyalty, 
worship, veneration, deference, 
devotion, compliment. 
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neighbours have put it upo' me to speak for 'em to-day, for where folks think 
pretty much alike, one spokesman's as good as a score.  And though we've 
mayhappen got contrairy ways o' thinking about a many things--one man lays 
down his land one way an' another another--an' I'll not take it upon me to speak 
to no man's farming, but my own--this I'll say, as we're all o' one mind about our 
young squire.  We've pretty nigh all on us known you when you war a little un, 
an' we've niver known anything on you but what was good an' honorable.  You 
speak fair an' y' act fair, an' we're joyful when we look forrard to your being our 
landlord, for we b'lieve you mean to do right by everybody, an' 'ull make no 
man's bread bitter to him if you can help it.  That's what I mean, an' that's what 
we all mean; and when a man's said what he means, he'd better stop, for th' ale 
'ull be none the better for stannin'.  An' I'll not say how we like th' ale yet, for we 
couldna well taste it till we'd drunk your health in it; but the dinner was good, 
an' if there's anybody hasna enjoyed it, it must be the fault of his own inside.  An' 
as for the rector's company, it's well known as that's welcome t' all the parish 
wherever he may be; an' I hope, an' we all hope, as he'll live to see us old folks, 
an' our children grown to men an' women an' Your Honour a family man.  I've 
no more to say as concerns the present time, an' so we'll drink our young squire's 
health--three times three."%

Hereupon a glorious shouting, a rapping, a jingling, a clattering, and a 
shouting, with plentiful da capo, pleasanter than a strain of sublimest music in 
the ears that receive such a tribute for the first time.  Arthur had felt a twinge of 
conscience during Mr.  Poyser's speech, but it was too feeble to nullify the 
pleasure he felt in being praised.  Did he not deserve what was said of him on 
the whole?  If there was something in his conduct that Poyser wouldn't have 
liked if he had known it, why, no man's conduct will bear too close an inspection; 
and Poyser was not likely to know it; and, after all, what had he done?  Gone a 
little too far, perhaps, in flirtation, but another man in his place would have 
acted much worse; and no harm would come--no harm should come, for the next 
time he was alone with Hetty, he would explain to her that she must not think 
seriously of him or of what had passed.  It was necessary to Arthur, you 
perceive, to be satisfied with himself.  Uncomfortable thoughts must be got rid of 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

clattering: (n) crash; (adj) clattery. 
flirtation: (n) flirt, coquetry, flirting, 

romp, trifling, tease, play, frolic, 
gambol, amour, gallantry. 

honorable: (adj) good, estimable, 
exalted, respectable, fair, decent, 
reputable, ethical, honor; (adj, v) 
great, noble. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shameful, disgraceful, corrupt, 
degenerate, immoral, humiliating, 
dishonest, unethical, decadent, bad, 
deceitful. 

jingling: (adj) reverberant, clinking, 
jingly. 

neighbours: (n) neighborhood. 
nullify: (adj, v) annul, abolish, 

abrogate, annihilate, void, destroy; 
(v) neutralize, negate, countermand, 
invalidate, abate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
validate, confirm, ratify. 

perceive: (v) comprehend, apprehend, 
discover, see, grasp, find, know, 
observe, sense, appreciate; (adj, v) 
discern. ANTONYMS: (v) Miss,  

observe, ignore. 
plentiful: (adj) opulent, bountiful, 

ample, luxuriant, liberal, copious, 
fruitful, full, abundant, rich, plenty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) scanty, meager, 
sparse, lacking, insufficient, few, 
infertile. 

praised: (adj) bepuffed, popular, 
renowned. 

twinge: (n, v) pinch, sting; (n) pang, 
pain, stab, hurt, throb, qualm; (v) nip, 
prick, prickle. 
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by good intentions for the future, which can be formed so rapidly that he had 
time to be uncomfortable and to become easy again before Mr. Poyser's slow 
speech was finished, and when it was time for him to speak he was quite light-
hearted.%

"I thank you all, my good friends and neighbours," Arthur said, "for the good 
opinion of me, and the kind feelings towards me which Mr. Poyser has been 
expressing on your behalf and on his own, and it will always be my heartiest 
wish to deserve them.  In the course of things we may expect that, if I live, I shall 
one day or other be your landlord; indeed, it is on the ground of that expectation 
that my grandfather has wished me to celebrate this day and to come among you 
now; and I look forward to this position, not merely as one of power and 
pleasure for myself, but as a means of benefiting my neighbours.  It hardly 
becomes so young a man as I am to talk much about farming to you, who are 
most of you so much older, and are men of experience; still, I have interested 
myself a good deal in such matters, and learned as much about them as my 
opportunities have allowed; and when the course of events shall place the estate 
in my hands, it will be my first desire to afford my tenants all the encouragement 
a landlord can give them, in improving their land and trying to bring about a 
better practice of husbandry.  It will be my wish to be looked on by all my 
deserving tenants as their best friend, and nothing would make me so happy as 
to be able to respect every man on the estate, and to be respected by him in 
return.  It is not my place at present to enter into particulars; I only meet your 
good hopes concerning me by telling you that my own hopes correspond to 
them-- that what you expect from me I desire to fulfil; and I am quite of Mr. 
Poyser's opinion, that when a man has said what he means, he had better stop.  
But the pleasure I feel in having my own health drunk by you would not be 
perfect if we did not drink the health of my grandfather, who has filled the place 
of both parents to me.  I will say no more, until you have joined me in drinking 
his health on a day when he has wished me to appear among you as the future 
representative of his name and family." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

correspond: (adj, n, v) agree; (v) 
accord, coincide, conform, suit, 
consort, match, parallel, fit, answer, 
harmonize. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disagree, conflict, contradict, 
disaccord, clash, jar. 

deserving: (adj) meritorious, 
admirable, creditable, commendable, 
laudable, fit, good, deserved, 
condign; (v) deserve, worthy of. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unworthy, 
undeserving, unimpressive. 

drunk: (adj) tipsy, wet, tight, blotto, 
drunken, inebriated; (adj, n) inebriate; 
(n) boozer, dipsomaniac, drunkard, 
drinker. ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, 
clearheaded; (n) teetotaler. 

expressing: (adj) significant; (n) 
speech. 

fulfil: (v) complete, finish, accomplish, 
do, appease, carry out, execute, carry 
through, satisfy, perform, fill. 

husbandry: (n) cultivation, farming, 
economy, frugality, culture,  

conservation, thrift, tillage, dairying, 
horticulture, gardening. 

particulars: (n) specification, data, 
nicety, minutiae, terms, 
consideration, workings, fine points, 
ins and outs. 

respected: (adj) illustrious, respectable, 
honored, appreciated, dear, revered, 
valued, redoubtable, celebrated, 
glorious, famous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ordinary, unreliable, weak. 

 

 



Adam Bede 296

Perhaps there was no one present except Mr. Irwine who thoroughly 
understood and approved Arthur's graceful mode of proposing his 
grandfather's health.  The farmers thought the young squire knew well enough 
that they hated the old squire, and Mrs. Poyser said, "he'd better not ha' stirred a 
kettle o' sour broth."  The bucolic mind does not readily apprehend the 
refinements of good taste.  But the toast could not be rejected and when it had 
been drunk, Arthur said, "I thank you, both for my grandfather and myself; and 
now there is one more thing I wish to tell you, that you may share my pleasure 
about it, as I hope and believe you will.  I think there can be no man here who 
has not a respect, and some of you, I am sure, have a very high regard, for my 
friend Adam Bede.  It is well known to every one in this neighbourhood that 
there is no man whose word can be more depended on than his; that whatever 
he undertakes to do, he does well, and is as careful for the interests of those who 
employ him as for his own.  I'm proud to say that I was very fond of Adam when 
I was a little boy, and I have never lost my old feeling for him--I think that shows 
that I know a good fellow when I find him.  It has long been my wish that he 
should have the management of the woods on the estate, which happen to be 
very valuable, not only because I think so highly of his character, but because he 
has the knowledge and the skill which fit him for the place.  And I am happy to 
tell you that it is my grandfather's wish too, and it is now settled that Adam shall 
manage the woods--a change which I am sure will be very much for the 
advantage of the estate; and I hope you will by and by join me in drinking his 
health, and in wishing him all the prosperity in life that he deserves.  But there is 
a still older friend of mine than Adam Bede present, and I need not tell you that 
it is Mr. Irwine.  I'm sure you will agree with me that we must drink no other 
person's health until we have drunk his.  I know you have all reason to love him, 
but no one of his parishioners has so much reason as I.  Come, charge your 
glasses, and let us drink to our excellent rector--three times three!"%

This toast was drunk with all the enthusiasm that was wanting to the last, 
and it certainly was the most picturesque moment in the scene when Mr. Irwine 
got up to speak, and all the faces in the room were turned towards him.  The 
superior refinement of his face was much more striking than that of Arthur's 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

apprehend: (v) arrest, comprehend, 
grasp, catch, understand, fathom, 
realize, sense, follow, nail; (adj, v) 
conceive. ANTONYMS: (v) 
misunderstand, discharge, free, 
liberate. 

graceful: (adj) beautiful, delicate, 
amiable, easy, fine, charming, fair, 
airy, becoming, lovely, lithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inelegant, stocky, 
awkward, vigorous, jerky, ugly, 
stilted, heavy, coarse, strenuous. 

kettle: (n) caldron, boiler, can, 
kettledrum, urn, kettleful, teakettle, 
timpani, bolthead, alembic, capsule. 

picturesque: (adj, v) pictorial; (adj) 
beautiful, striking, colorful, idyllic, 
scenic, vivid, quaint, lovely, 
romantic, colourful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) drab, dull, ugly, unattractive, 
modern. 

proposing: (adj) prosy, proponent, 
making proposals. 

refinement: (n) culture, cultivation,  

purification, gentility, polish, finish, 
civilization, nicety, courtesy, grace; 
(adj, n) elegance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
vulgarity, adulteration, tackiness, 
uncouthness, tastelessness, 
inelegance, coarseness, clumsiness, 
awkwardness, crudeness. 

shall: (n) must, necessity; (v) require, 
bequeath, leave. 

toast: (n, v) pledge, drink, plight; (v) 
roast, burn, bake, wassail, parch, 
crisp, inflame; (n) rusk. 
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when seen in comparison with the people round them.  Arthur's was a much 
commoner British face, and the splendour of his new-fashioned clothes was 
more akin to the young farmer's taste in costume than Mr. Irwine's powder and 
the well-brushed but well-worn black, which seemed to be his chosen suit for 
great occasions; for he had the mysterious secret of never wearing a new-looking 
coat.%

"This is not the first time, by a great many," he said, "that I have had to thank 
my parishioners for giving me tokens of their goodwill, but neighbourly 
kindness is among those things that are the more precious the older they get.  
Indeed, our pleasant meeting to-day is a proof that when what is good comes of 
age and is likely to live, there is reason for rejoicing, and the relation between us 
as clergyman and parishioners came of age two years ago, for it is three-and-
twenty years since I first came among you, and I see some tall fine-looking young 
men here, as well as some blooming young women, that were far from looking 
as pleasantly at me when I christened them as I am happy to see them looking 
now.  But I'm sure you will not wonder when I say that among all those young 
men, the one in whom I have the strongest interest is my friend Mr. Arthur 
Donnithorne, for whom you have just expressed your regard.  I had the pleasure 
of being his tutor for several years, and have naturally had opportunities of 
knowing him intimately which cannot have occurred to any one else who is 
present; and I have some pride as well as pleasure in assuring you that I share 
your high hopes concerning him, and your confidence in his possession of those 
qualities which will make him an excellent landlord when the time shall come for 
him to take that important position among you.  We feel alike on most matters on 
which a man who is getting towards fifty can feel in common with a young man 
of one-and-twenty, and he has just been expressing a feeling which I share very 
heartily, and I would not willingly omit the opportunity of saying so.  That 
feeling is his value and respect for Adam Bede.  People in a high station are of 
course more thought of and talked about and have their virtues more praised, 
than those whose lives are passed in humble everyday work; but every sensible 
man knows how necessary that humble everyday work is, and how important it 
is to us that it should be done well.  And I agree with my friend Mr. Arthur 
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assuring: (adj) ensuring, insure, 
insuring, assure, ensure, giving 
confidence, securing, likely, 
promising. 

blooming: (adj) rosy, thriving, 
flourishing, healthy, prosperous, 
ruddy, booming, blossoming, cherry, 
verdant, green. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
arid, pale. 

commoner: (n) burgher, layman, 
plebeian, common man, common 
person, proletary, proletaire,  

democrat, roturier, republican, pleb. 
costume: (n) clothing, clothes, apparel, 

garb, suit, outfit, uniform, garments, 
drapery; (n, v) dress; (v) clothe. 

heartily: (adv) cordially, sincerely, 
enthusiastically, warmly, strongly, 
earnestly, vigorously, ardently, 
soundly, devoutly, eagerly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, 
languorously. 

intimately: (adv) nearly, familiarly, 
personally, secretly, internally,  

privately, narrowly, thoroughly, 
near, well, thickly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
superficially. 

new-fashioned: (adj) newfangled, 
modern, novel. 

tokens: (n) decorations, discriminating 
marks, indications, indicia, insignia, 
signs, appearances, badges. 

well-worn: (adj) hackneyed, trite, 
worn, threadbare, stale, stereotyped, 
boring, unimaginative. 
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Donnithorne in feeling that when a man whose duty lies in that sort of work 
shows a character which would make him an example in any station, his merit 
should be acknowledged.  He is one of those to whom honour is due, and his 
friends should delight to honour him.  I know Adam Bede well--I know what he 
is as a workman, and what he has been as a son and brother--and I am saying the 
simplest truth when I say that I respect him as much as I respect any man living.  
But I am not speaking to you about a stranger; some of you are his intimate 
friends, and I believe there is not one here who does not know enough of him to 
join heartily in drinking his health." 

As Mr. Irwine paused, Arthur jumped up and, filling his glass, said, "A 
bumper to Adam Bede, and may he live to have sons as faithful and clever as 
himself!" 

No hearer, not even Bartle Massey, was so delighted with this toast as Mr. 
Poyser.  "Tough work" as his first speech had been, he would have started up to 
make another if he had not known the extreme irregularity of such a course.  As 
it was, he found an outlet for his feeling in drinking his ale unusually fast, and 
setting down his glass with a swing of his arm and a determined rap.  If Jonathan 
Burge and a few others felt less comfortable on the occasion, they tried their best 
to look contented, and so the toast was drunk with a goodwill apparently 
unanimous.%

Adam was rather paler than usual when he got up to thank his friends.  He 
was a good deal moved by this public tribute--very naturally, for he was in the 
presence of all his little world, and it was uniting to do him honour.  But he felt 
no shyness about speaking, not being troubled with small vanity or lack of 
words; he looked neither awkward nor embarrassed, but stood in his usual firm 
upright attitude, with his head thrown a little backward and his hands perfectly 
still, in that rough dignity which is peculiar to intelligent, honest, well-built 
workmen, who are never wondering what is their business in the world. 

"I'm quite taken by surprise," he said.  "I didn't expect anything o' this sort, 
for it's a good deal more than my wages.  But I've the more reason to be grateful 
to you, Captain, and to you, Mr. Irwine, and to all my friends here, who've drunk 
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bumper: (n) buffer, fender, cushion, 
shock absorber, brimmer, defense, 
bumper shield, Atlantic bumper; (v) 
fill; (adj) abundant, plentiful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) meager. 

goodwill: (n) friendship, friendliness, 
amity, grace, kindness, benevolence, 
altruism, readiness, favour, 
neighborliness, sympathy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, malice, 
opposition, malevolence. 

hearer: (n) audience, listener,  

eavesdropper, observer, perceiver, 
earwitness, attendant, attendee, 
attender, audient, beholder. 

neither: (conj) either, no-one, not 
either, nor, nother. 

outlet: (n) market, egress, store, exit, 
opening, drain, emporium, way out, 
hole, issue, outfall. ANTONYM: (n) 
entrance. 

shyness: (n) diffidence, modesty, 
bashfulness, humility, shame, 
timidity, coyness, pudency,  

timorousness, backwardness, 
timidness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sociability, brashness, confidence, 
urbanity, arrogance. 

simplest: (adj) rudimentary. 
uniting: (adj) concurrent, united, 

coincident; (n) unification, reunion, 
fusion, merger, coalescence, 
amalgamation, conglutination, join. 

well-built: (adj) substantial, husky, 
rugged, burly, manly, masculine, 
muscular, strapping, sturdy, stable. 
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my health and wished me well.  It 'ud be nonsense for me to be saying, I don't at 
all deserve th' opinion you have of me; that 'ud be poor thanks to you, to say that 
you've known me all these years and yet haven't sense enough to find out a great 
deal o' the truth about me.  You think, if I undertake to do a bit o' work, I'll do it 
well, be my pay big or little--and that's true.  I'd be ashamed to stand before you 
here if it wasna true.  But it seems to me that's a man's plain duty, and nothing to 
be conceited about, and it's pretty clear to me as I've never done more than my 
duty; for let us do what we will, it's only making use o' the sperrit and the 
powers that ha' been given to us.  And so this kindness o' yours, I'm sure, is no 
debt you owe me, but a free gift, and as such I accept it and am thankful.  And as 
to this new employment I've taken in hand, I'll only say that I took it at Captain 
Donnithorne's desire, and that I'll try to fulfil his expectations.  I'd wish for no 
better lot than to work under him, and to know that while I was getting my own 
bread I was taking care of his int'rests.  For I believe he's one o those gentlemen 
as wishes to do the right thing, and to leave the world a bit better than he found 
it, which it's my belief every man may do, whether he's gentle or simple, whether 
he sets a good bit o' work going and finds the money, or whether he does the 
work with his own hands.  There's no occasion for me to say any more about 
what I feel towards him:  I hope to show it through the rest o' my life in my 
actions."%

There were various opinions about Adam's speech:  some of the women 
whispered that he didn't show himself thankful enough, and seemed to speak as 
proud as could be; but most of the men were of opinion that nobody could speak 
more straightfor'ard, and that Adam was as fine a chap as need to be.  While 
such observations were being buzzed about, mingled with wonderings as to 
what the old squire meant to do for a bailiff, and whether he was going to have a 
steward, the two gentlemen had risen, and were walking round to the table 
where the wives and children sat.  There was none of the strong ale here, of 
course, but wine and dessert-- sparkling gooseberry for the young ones, and 
some good sherry for the mothers.  Mrs. Poyser was at the head of this table, and 
Totty was now seated in her lap, bending her small nose deep down into a wine-
glass in search of the nuts floating there. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

ashamed: (adj) hangdog, guilty, 
embarrassed, sheepish, remorseful, 
regretful, bashful, disconcerted, 
contrite, chagrined; (v) dashed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) proud, arrogant, 
unremorseful, unashamed, pleased, 
blatant, bold, happy, unabashed, 
unrepentant. 

buzzed: (n) woozy; (adj) intoxicated, 
drunk. 

chap: (n) fellow, blighter, guy, crevice, 
cranny, crack, lad, man, scissure,  

beau, chink. 
floating: (adv) afloat; (adj, v) buoyant; 

(adj, adv) aimless; (adj) current, loose, 
moving, fluid, in circulation, going 
about, flying, light. 

gooseberry: (n) fish story, Ribes 
grossularia, shrub, bush, gooseberry 
bush, feaberry. 

nonsense: (n) bosh, absurdity, 
humbug, balderdash, foolishness, 
drivel, folderol, baloney, falderal, 
jargon, claptrap. ANTONYMS: (n)  

sense, wisdom, substance, fact. 
nuts: (adj) crazy, insane, balmy, nutty, 

crackers, loopy, batty, barmy, loony, 
dotty, daft. ANTONYM: (adj) 
sensible. 

sherry: (v) rye, schnapps, highball, 
peg, rum, whisky, xeres, sling, 
usquebaugh; (n) sherris, manzanilla. 

steward: (n) flight attendant, waiter, 
keeper, warden, attendant, curator, 
caretaker, administrator, janitor, 
chamberlain, stewardess. 
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"How do you do, Mrs. Poyser?" said Arthur.  "Weren't you pleased to hear 
your husband make such a good speech to-day?" 

"Oh, sir, the men are mostly so tongue-tied--you're forced partly to guess 
what they mean, as you do wi' the dumb creaturs." 

"What! you think you could have made it better for him?" said Mr. Irwine, 
laughing.%

"Well, sir, when I want to say anything, I can mostly find words to say it in, 
thank God.  Not as I'm a-finding faut wi' my husband, for if he's a man o' few 
words, what he says he'll stand to." 

"I'm sure I never saw a prettier party than this," Arthur said, looking round at 
the apple-cheeked children.  "My aunt and the Miss Irwines will come up and see 
you presently.  They were afraid of the noise of the toasts, but it would be a 
shame for them not to see you at table." 

He walked on, speaking to the mothers and patting the children, while Mr. 
Irwine satisfied himself with standing still and nodding at a distance, that no 
one's attention might be disturbed from the young squire, the hero of the day.  
Arthur did not venture to stop near Hetty, but merely bowed to her as he passed 
along the opposite side.  The foolish child felt her heart swelling with 
discontent; for what woman was ever satisfied with apparent neglect, even when 
she knows it to be the mask of love?  Hetty thought this was going to be the most 
miserable day she had had for a long while, a moment of chill daylight and 
reality came across her dream:  Arthur, who had seemed so near to her only a 
few hours before, was separated from her, as the hero of a great procession is 
separated from a small outsider in the crowd. 
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discontent: (n) disapproval, 
discontentment, disaffection, 
displeasure, disappointment, 
discontentedness, unrest; (adj) 
melancholy, dissatisfied, disgruntled, 
discontented. ANTONYMS: (n) 
contentment, pleasure, accord, 
happiness; (v) content; (adj, n) happy; 
(adj) contented. 

dumb: (adj) mute, speechless, dense, 
dim, silent, dull, slow, stupid, 
inarticulate, foolish, obtuse.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, 
communicative, intelligent, 
loquacious, sharp, smart, speaking, 
brilliant, talkative. 

mask: (n, v) cover, veil, hide, conceal, 
disguise, screen, camouflage; (v) 
dissemble; (n) guise, blind, curtain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unmask, enhance, 
reinforce, reveal, expose, amplify. 

nodding: (adj) cernuous, drooping, 
dozy, dozing, somnolent, drugged, 
pendulous, drowsing, droopy,  

annuent, flagging. ANTONYM: (adj) 
awake. 

outsider: (n) foreigner, stranger, 
layman, outlander, foreign, 
newcomer, unknown, immigrant, 
bystander, strangers, guest. 
ANTONYMS: (n) native, participant. 

swelling: (n) protuberance, lump, 
swell, intumescence, growth, 
projection, prominence, bulge, 
dropsy; (adj, v) inflated; (adj) 
growing. ANTONYM: (n) decline. 
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CHAPTER  XXV  

 
THE  GAMES  

 
 

The great dance was not to begin until eight o'clock, but for any lads and 
lasses who liked to dance on the shady grass before then, there was music 
always at hand--for was not the band of the Benefit Club capable of playing 
excellent jigs, reels, and hornpipes?  And, besides this, there was a grand band 
hired from Rosseter, who, with their wonderful wind-instruments and puffed- 
out cheeks, were themselves a delightful show to the small boys and girls.  To 
say nothing of Joshua Rann's fiddle, which, by an act of generous forethought, 
he had provided himself with, in case any one should be of sufficiently pure taste 
to prefer dancing to a solo on that instrument.%

Meantime, when the sun had moved off the great open space in front of the 
house, the games began.  There were, of course, well-soaped poles to be climbed 
by the boys and youths, races to be run by the old women, races to be run in 
sacks, heavy weights to be lifted by the strong men, and a long list of challenges 
to such ambitious attempts as that of walking as many yards possible on one leg-
- feats in which it was generally remarked that Wiry Ben, being "the lissom'st, 
springest fellow i' the country," was sure to be pre- eminent.  To crown all, there 
was to be a donkey-race--that sublimest of all races, conducted on the grand 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

conducted: (adj) directed, guided. 
dancing: (n) choreography, 

Terpsichore, saltation, break dancing, 
ceremonial dance, galloping, hoofing, 
Pavan; (adj) morrice; (adv) adance; (v) 
saltant. 

eminent: (adj) high, celebrated, 
elevated, brilliant, illustrious, noble, 
big, famous, renowned, conspicuous, 
dignified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undistinguished, obscure, low, 
unremarkable, common,  

uncelebrated, unimportant, 
insignificant, humble, ordinary. 

fiddle: (n, v) con, cheat, trick; (v) 
tamper, play, diddle, meddle, tinker; 
(n) kit, swindle, fraud. 

forethought: (n) caution, care, forecast, 
anticipation, deliberation, 
premeditation, precaution, counsel, 
circumspection, consideration, 
discretion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hindsight, unpreparedness, neglect, 
impulsiveness, carelessness. 

jigs: (n) rocks. 
races: (n) racing, athletics. 
shady: (adj) questionable, dark, fishy, 

doubtful, queer, suspicious, dim, 
uncertain, obscure, disreputable, 
dishonest. ANTONYMS: (adj) sunny, 
trustworthy, bright, reputable, 
aboveboard. 

solo: (adj) sole, solitary, lone, singular, 
unique; (adj, adv) alone, only, 
unaccompanied; (adv) trio, solely; (n) 
solo vehicle. 
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socialistic idea of everybody encouraging everybody else's donkey, and the 
sorriest donkey winning.%

And soon after four o ciock, splendid old Mrs. Irwine, in her damask satin 
and jewels and black lace, was led out by Arthur, followed by the whole family 
party, to her raised seat under the striped marquee, where she was to give out 
the prizes to the victors.  Staid, formal Miss Lydia had requested to resign that 
queenly office to the royal old lady, and Arthur was pleased with this 
opportunity of gratifying his godmother's taste for stateliness.  Old Mr. 
Donnithorne, the delicately clean, finely scented, withered old man, led out Miss 
Irwine, with his air of punctilious, acid politeness; Mr. Gawaine brought Miss 
Lydia, looking neutral and stiff in an elegant peach-blossom silk; and Mr. Irwine 
came last with his pale sister Anne.  No other friend of the family, besides Mr. 
Gawaine, was invited to-day; there was to be a grand dinner for the 
neighbouring gentry on the morrow, but to-day all the forces were required for 
the entertainment of the tenants. 

There was a sunk fence in front of the marquee, dividing the lawn from the 
park, but a temporary bridge had been made for the passage of the victors, and 
the groups of people standing, or seated here and there on benches, stretched on 
each side of the open space from the white marquees up to the sunk fence. 

"Upon my word it's a pretty sight," said the old lady, in her deep voice, when 
she was seated, and looked round on the bright scene with its dark-green 
background; "and it's the last fete-day I'm likely to see, unless you make haste 
and get married, Arthur.  But take care you get a charming bride, else I would 
rather die without seeing her." 

"You're so terribly fastidious, Godmother," said Arthur, "I'm afraid I should 
never satisfy you with my choice." 

"Well, I won't forgive you if she's not handsome.  I can't be put off with 
amiability, which is always the excuse people are making for the existence of 
plain people.  And she must not be silly; that will never do, because you'll want 
managing, and a silly woman can't manage you.  Who is that tall young man, 
Dauphin, with the mild face?  There, standing without his hat, and taking such 
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amiability: (n) geniality, affableness, 
kindness, friendliness, courtesy, 
cordiality, amiableness, affability, 
kindliness, joviality, hospitality. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unfriendliness, 
hostility, unkindness. 

benches: (n) bleachers. 
donkey: (n) ass, idiot, fool, moke, 

dicky, simpleton, jackass, dizzard, 
domestic ass, donkeys, hinny. 

fastidious: (adj, n) exacting, critical, 
accurate; (adj) delicate, particular,  

careful, exigent, dainty, 
discriminating, nice, fussy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unfastidious, careless, uncouth, 
uncritical, easy, indifferent, 
undemanding, slapdash, relaxed, 
easygoing. 

gratifying: (adj) agreeable, pleasant, 
enjoyable, delightful, pleasurable, 
rewarding, welcome, satisfying, nice; 
(adj, v) grateful; (v) gratify. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disappointing,  

unwelcome, unrewarding, 
frustrating, disagreeable, 
heartbreaking, annoying, unpleasant. 

punctilious: (adj) meticulous, 
ceremonious, formal, correct, exact, 
punctual, nice, accurate, careful, stiff, 
fastidious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
easygoing, sloppy. 

queenly: (adj) queenlike, royal, noble, 
dignified, regal, majestic, imperial, 
sovereign. 

socialistic: (adj) common. 
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care of that tall old woman by the side of him--his mother, of course.  I like to see 
that."%

"What, don't you know him, Mother?" said Mr. Irwine.  "That is Seth Bede, 
Adam's brother--a Methodist, but a very good fellow.  Poor Seth has looked 
rather down-hearted of late; I thought it was because of his father's dying in that 
sad way, but Joshua Rann tells me he wanted to marry that sweet little Methodist 
preacher who was here about a month ago, and I suppose she refused him." 

"Ah, I remember hearing about her.  But there are no end of people here that I 
don't know, for they're grown up and altered so since I used to go about." 

"What excellent sight you have!" said old Mr. Donnithorne, who was holding 
a double glass up to his eyes, "to see the expression of that young man's face so 
far off.  His face is nothing but a pale blurred spot to me.  But I fancy I have the 
advantage of you when we come to look close.  I can read small print without 
spectacles." 

"Ah, my dear sir, you began with being very near-sighted, and those near-
sighted eyes always wear the best.  I want very strong spectacles to read with, 
but then I think my eyes get better and better for things at a distance.  I suppose 
if I could live another fifty years, I should be blind to everything that wasn't out 
of other people's sight, like a man who stands in a well and sees nothing but the 
stars." 

"See," said Arthur, "the old women are ready to set out on their race now.  
Which do you bet on, Gawaine?" 

"The long-legged one, unless they're going to have several heats, and then the 
little wiry one may win." 

"There are the Poysers, Mother, not far off on the right hand," said Miss 
Irwine.  "Mrs. Poyser is looking at you.  Do take notice of her." 

"To be sure I will," said the old lady, giving a gracious bow to Mrs. Poyser.  
"A woman who sends me such excellent cream-cheese is not to be neglected.  
Bless me!  What a fat child that is she is holding on her knee!  But who is that 
pretty girl with dark eyes?" 
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altered: (adj) transformed, changed, 
diversified, varied, distorted, 
affected, castrated, malformed, 
misrepresented, misshapen; (v) 
battered. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unaltered, unadjusted. 

blurred: (adj) fuzzy, indistinct, foggy, 
blurry, bleary, vague, out of focus, 
blear, cloudy, clouded, dim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sharp, definite, 
distinct, precise, certain. 

dying: (n) death, demise, decease,  

mortality; (adj) vanishing, moribund, 
last, final, ultimate, failing, ebbing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thriving, well, 
opening, aborning, developing, 
flourishing, growing, reviving, 
rejuvenating; (n) birth. 

fancy: (n, v) desire, fantasy, caprice, 
dream, wish, daydream; (v) imagine, 
consider; (adj, v) conceive; (n) 
conception, conceit. ANTONYMS: (n) 
reality, certainty, actuality, 
conviction; (adj) unadorned,  

common; (v) hate, demonstrate, 
detest, disapprove, test. 

neglected: (adj) dilapidated, 
disregarded, ignored, deserted, 
derelict, forsaken, obsolete, 
antiquated, antique, shabby, 
unnoticed. ANTONYM: (adj) 
salubrious. 

spectacles: (n) glasses, specs, spectacle, 
eyeglass, goggles, lorgnette, monocle, 
bifocals, dark glasses, optical 
instrument, shades. 
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"That is Hetty Sorrel," said Miss Lydia Donnithorne, "Martin Poyser's niece--a 
very likely young person, and well-looking too.  My maid has taught her fine 
needlework, and she has mended some lace of mine very respectably indeed--
very respectably." 

"Why, she has lived with the Poysers six or seven years, Mother; you must 
have seen her," said Miss Irwine.%

"No, I've never seen her, child--at least not as she is now," said Mrs. Irwine, 
continuing to look at Hetty.  "Well-looking, indeed!  She's a perfect beauty!  I've 
never seen anything so pretty since my young days.  What a pity such beauty as 
that should be thrown away among the farmers, when it's wanted so terribly 
among the good families without fortune!  I daresay, now, she'll marry a man 
who would have thought her just as pretty if she had had round eyes and red 
hair." 

Arthur dared not turn his eyes towards Hetty while Mrs. Irwine was 
speaking of her.  He feigned not to hear, and to be occupied with something on 
the opposite side.  But he saw her plainly enough without looking; saw her in 
heightened beauty, because he heard her beauty praised--for other men's 
opinion, you know, was like a native climate to Arthur's feelings: it was the air 
on which they thrived the best, and grew strong.  Yes!  She was enough to turn 
any man's head: any man in his place would have done and felt the same.  And 
to give her up after all, as he was determined to do, would be an act that he 
should always look back upon with pride. 

"No, Mother," and Mr. Irwine, replying to her last words; "I can't agree with 
you there.  The common people are not quite so stupid as you imagine.  The 
commonest man, who has his ounce of sense and feeling, is conscious of the 
difference between a lovely, delicate woman and a coarse one.  Even a dog feels a 
difference in their presence.  The man may be no better able than the dog to 
explain the influence the more refined beauty has on him, but he feels it." 

"Bless me, Dauphin, what does an old bachelor like you know about it?" 
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feigned: (adj) false, affected, assumed, 
dummy, unnatural, fictitious; (adj, v) 
sham, counterfeit, spurious, mock, 
pretended. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sincere, genuine, natural, 
wholehearted, heartfelt, real. 

fortune: (n) estate, fate, fluke, destiny, 
luck, accident, means, assets, riches, 
abundance, doom. ANTONYM: (n) 
design. 

lace: (v) entwine, interlace, braid, bind; 
(adj, v) tie, string; (n) lacing, ribbon,  

edging; (n, v) net, rope. ANTONYMS: 
(v) untie, untwine, unpick. 

plainly: (adv) evidently, manifestly, 
clearly, distinctly, openly, obviously, 
patently, overtly, definitely; (adj, adv) 
frankly, honestly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
imperceptibly, vaguely, obscurely, 
figuratively, unclearly, politely, 
incoherently, implicitly, finely, 
ambiguously, covertly. 

refined: (adj) delicate, cultured, 
graceful, polite, gentle, urbane,  

courteous, courtly, cultivated; (adj, n) 
polished, pure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrefined, raw, uncouth, rough, 
careless, crude, brute, boorish, plain, 
lowly, inelegant. 

replying: (adj) respondent, responsive. 
respectably: (adv) creditably, decently, 

honorably, properly, appropriately, 
admirably, commendably, 
decorously, fitly, justly, becomingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) indecently, 
disreputably, dishonorably. 
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"Oh, that is one of the matters in which old bachelors are wiser than married 
men, because they have time for more general contemplation.  Your fine critic of 
woman must never shackle his judgment by calling one woman his own.  But, as 
an example of what I was saying, that pretty Methodist preacher I mentioned 
just now told me that she had preached to the roughest miners and had never 
been treated with anything but the utmost respect and kindness by them.  The 
reason is--though she doesn't know it--that there's so much tenderness, 
refinement, and purity about her.  Such a woman as that brings with her 'airs 
from heaven' that the coarsest fellow is not insensible to." 

"Here's a delicate bit of womanhood, or girlhood, coming to receive a prize, I 
suppose," said Mr. Gawaine.  "She must be one of the racers in the sacks, who 
had set off before we came." 

The "bit of womanhood" was our old acquaintance Bessy Cranage, otherwise 
Chad's Bess, whose large red cheeks and blowsy person had undergone an 
exaggeration of colour, which, if she had happened to be a heavenly body, 
would have made her sublime.  Bessy, I am sorry to say, had taken to her ear-
rings again since Dinah's departure, and was otherwise decked out in such small 
finery as she could muster.  Any one who could have looked into poor Bessy's 
heart would have seen a striking resemblance between her little hopes and 
anxieties and Hetty's.  The advantage, perhaps, would have been on Bessy's side 
in the matter of feeling.  But then, you see, they were so very different outside!  
You would have been inclined to box Bessy's ears, and you would have longed to 
kiss Hetty.%

Bessy had been tempted to run the arduous race, partly from mere hedonish 
gaiety, partly because of the prize.  Some one had said there were to be cloaks 
and other nice clothes for prizes, and she approached the marquee, fanning 
herself with her handkerchief, but with exultation sparkling in her round eyes. 

"Here is the prize for the first sack-race," said Miss Lydia, taking a large 
parcel from the table where the prizes were laid and giving it to Mrs. Irwine 
before Bessy came up, "an excellent grogram gown and a piece of flannel." 
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arduous: (adj) laborious, difficult, 
strenuous, onerous, heavy, uphill, 
severe, painful, trying, tough, 
troublesome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
facile, simple, painless, refreshing, 
relaxing, insignificant, light, 
undemanding. 

blowsy: (adj) slatternly, untidy, 
sluttish, dowdy, ruddy. 

contemplation: (n) consideration, 
reflection, thought, attention, 
cogitation, musing, introspection,  

speculation, animus, deliberation; (n, 
v) study. 

exaggeration: (n) distortion, 
magnification, enlargement, 
overstatement, hyperbole, 
misrepresentation, caricatura, 
embellishment, elaboration, trope, 
romance. ANTONYMS: (n) irony, 
minimizing, reduction. 

fanning: (n) ventilation. 
grogram: (n) material, grosgrain, 

fabric, cloth. 

mentioned: (adj) spoken. 
muster: (v) assemble, gather, 

congregate, collect, convene, rally, 
marshal, accumulate; (n) levy, 
gathering; (n, v) draft. ANTONYM: 
(v) demobilize. 

racers: (n) Coluber. 
shackle: (n, v) hamper, chain, 

handcuff, gyve, cramp, tether; (v) 
bind, hobble, manacle, confine; (n) 
bond. ANTONYMS: (v) free, 
facilitate, release. 
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"You didn't think the winner was to be so young, I suppose, Aunt?" said 
Arthur.  "Couldn't you find something else for this girl, and save that grim-
looking gown for one of the older women?" 

"I have bought nothing but what is useful and substantial," said Miss Lydia, 
adjusting her own lace; "I should not think of encouraging a love of finery in 
young women of that class.  I have a scarlet cloak, but that is for the old woman 
who wins." 

This speech of Miss Lydia's produced rather a mocking expression in Mrs. 
Irwine's face as she looked at Arthur, while Bessy came up and dropped a series 
of curtsies.%

"This is Bessy Cranage, mother," said Mr. Irwine, kindly, "Chad Cranage's 
daughter.  You remember Chad Cranage, the blacksmith?" 

"Yes, to be sure," said Mrs. Irwine.  "Well, Bessy, here is your prize--excellent 
warm things for winter.  I'm sure you have had hard work to win them this 
warm day." 

Bessy's lip fell as she saw the ugly, heavy gown--which felt so hot and 
disagreeable too, on this July day, and was such a great ugly thing to carry.  She 
dropped her curtsies again, without looking up, and with a growing 
tremulousness about the corners of her mouth, and then turned away. 

"Poor girl," said Arthur; "I think she's disappointed.  I wish it had been 
something more to her taste." 

"She's a bold-looking young person," observed Miss Lydia.  "Not at all one I 
should like to encourage." 

Arthur silently resolved that he would make Bessy a present of money before 
the day was over, that she might buy something more to her mind; but she, not 
aware of the consolation in store for her, turned out of the open space, where she 
was visible from the marquee, and throwing down the odious bundle under a 
tree, began to cry--very much tittered at the while by the small boys.  In this 
situation she was descried by her discreet matronly cousin, who lost no time in 
coming up, having just given the baby into her husband's charge. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adjusting: (v) adjust; (n) adjusting 
operation. 

bundle: (n, v) pack, cluster, clump, 
wad; (n) sheaf, pile, batch, stack, 
package, group, heap. ANTONYMS: 
(v) scatter, separate, disperse, divide.

cloak: (n, v) veil, mask, camouflage, 
wrap, masquerade, screen, pall; (n) 
cape; (v) conceal, dissemble, hide. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reveal, uncloak, 
unmask; (n, v) uncover. 

discreet: (adj) circumspect, prudent,  

careful, cautious, chary, discerning, 
tactful, diplomatic, sensible, politic; 
(adj, v) wise. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
elaborate, tactless, careless, 
indiscreet, reckless, bold, incautious, 
thoughtless, insensitive, loud, 
obvious. 

having: (n) estate, possession, 
acceptance, enjoyment. 

mocking: (adj) derisive, ironic, jeering, 
mock, quizzical, sarcastic, taunting, 
derisory, teasing, sardonic, sneering. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) respectful, 
approving, complimentary, 
sympathetic; (n) praise. 

scarlet: (adj) crimson, ruddy, carmine, 
ruby, sanguine, rubicund, reddish, 
cerise; (n) vermilion, orange red, 
redness. 

silently: (adv) mutely, stilly, quietly, 
noiselessly, soundlessly, taciturnly, 
wordlessly, secretly, speechlessly, 
placidly, tacitly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
loudly, audibly, openly, brazenly. 
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"What's the matter wi' ye?" said Bess the matron, taking up the bundle and 
examining it.  "Ye'n sweltered yoursen, I reckon, running that fool's race.  An' 
here, they'n gi'en you lots o' good grogram and flannel, as should ha' been gi'en 
by good rights to them as had the sense to keep away from such foolery.  Ye 
might spare me a bit o' this grogram to make clothes for the lad--ye war ne'er ill-
natured, Bess; I ne'er said that on ye." 

"Ye may take it all, for what I care," said Bess the maiden, with a pettish 
movement, beginning to wipe away her tears and recover herself.%

"Well, I could do wi't, if so be ye want to get rid on't," said the disinterested 
cousin, walking quickly away with the bundle, lest Chad's Bess should change 
her mind. 

But that bonny-cheeked lass was blessed with an elasticity of spirits that 
secured her from any rankling grief; and by the time the grand climax of the 
donkey-race came on, her disappointment was entirely lost in the delightful 
excitement of attempting to stimulate the last donkey by hisses, while the boys 
applied the argument of sticks.  But the strength of the donkey mind lies in 
adopting a course inversely as the arguments urged, which, well considered, 
requires as great a mental force as the direct sequence; and the present donkey 
proved the first-rate order of his intelligence by coming to a dead standstill just 
when the blows were thickest.  Great was the shouting of the crowd, radiant the 
grinning of Bill Downes the stone-sawyer and the fortunate rider of this superior 
beast, which stood calm and stiff-legged in the midst of its triumph. 

Arthur himself had provided the prizes for the men, and Bill was made 
happy with a splendid pocket-knife, supplied with blades and gimlets enough to 
make a man at home on a desert island.  He had hardly returned from the 
marquee with the prize in his hand, when it began to be understood that Wiry 
Ben proposed to amuse the company, before the gentry went to dinner, with an 
impromptu and gratuitous performance--namely, a hornpipe, the main idea of 
which was doubtless borrowed; but this was to be developed by the dancer in so 
peculiar and complex a manner that no one could deny him the praise of 
originality.  Wiry Ben's pride in his dancing--an accomplishment productive of 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

disinterested: (adj) indifferent, 
detached, fair, unbiased, objective, 
neutral, dispassionate, equitable, 
evenhanded, uninterested, 
impassive. ANTONYMS: (adj) biased, 
interested, prejudiced, eager, 
passionate, riveted, concerned, 
partial, personal. 

foolery: (n) folly, tomfoolery, 
foolishness, buffoonery, clowning, 
inanity, romp, gambol, frolic, 
imbecility, lunacy. 

gratuitous: (adj) complimentary, 
unnecessary, needless, superfluous, 
for nothing, gratis, unwarranted, 
costless, free of charge, unfounded; 
(adj, v) voluntary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
necessary, paid, provoked, justified. 

hornpipe: (n) bolero, stockhorn, 
rigadoon, saraband, folk dancing, 
pibgorn, folk dance, reel. 

impromptu: (adj, adv) off the cuff, ad 
lib, offhand, ad libitum; (adj) 
extempore, extemporaneous,  

unprepared, improvised, 
extemporary, makeshift; (adj, adv, v) 
ad-lib. ANTONYMS: (adj) planned, 
rehearsed. 

inversely: (adv) reciprocally, reversely, 
contrarily, invertedly, reversedly, 
conversely, vice versa, contrary, in 
return. 

rankling: (adj) rancor, virulence, 
galling, venom; (n) anger, mordacity, 
hate. 
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great effect at the yearly Wake--had needed only slightly elevating by an extra 
quantity of good ale to convince him that the gentry would be very much struck 
with his performance of his hornpipe; and he had been decidedly encouraged in 
this idea by Joshua Rann, who observed that it was nothing but right to do 
something to please the young squire, in return for what he had done for them.  
You will be the less surprised at this opinion in so grave a personage when you 
learn that Ben had requested Mr. Rann to accompany him on the fiddle, and 
Joshua felt quite sure that though there might not be much in the dancing, the 
music would make up for it.  Adam Bede, who was present in one of the large 
marquees, where the plan was being discussed, told Ben he had better not make 
a fool of himself--a remark which at once fixed Ben's determination: he was not 
going to let anything alone because Adam Bede turned up his nose at it.%

"What's this, what's this?" said old Mr. Donnithorne.  "Is it something you've 
arranged, Arthur?  Here's the clerk coming with his fiddle, and a smart fellow 
with a nosegay in his button-hole." 

"No," said Arthur; "I know nothing about it.  By Jove, he's going to dance!  It's 
one of the carpenters--I forget his name at this moment." 

"It's Ben Cranage--Wiry Ben, they call him," said Mr. Irwine; "rather a loose 
fish, I think.  Anne, my dear, I see that fiddle- scraping is too much for you: 
you're getting tired.  Let me take you in now, that you may rest till dinner." 

Miss Anne rose assentingly, and the good brother took her away, while 
Joshua's preliminary scrapings burst into the "White Cockade," from which he 
intended to pass to a variety of tunes, by a series of transitions which his good 
ear really taught him to execute with some skill.  It would have been an 
exasperating fact to him, if he had known it, that the general attention was too 
thoroughly absorbed by Ben's dancing for any one to give much heed to the 
music. 

Have you ever seen a real English rustic perform a solo dance?  Perhaps you 
have only seen a ballet rustic, smiling like a merry countryman in crockery, with 
graceful turns of the haunch and insinuating movements of the head.  That is as 
much like the real thing as the "Bird Waltz" is like the song of birds.  Wiry Ben 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

accompany: (v) attend, follow, 
companion, guide, company, lead, 
walk, associate, consort, conduct, 
concur. ANTONYMS: (v) desert, 
abandon, leave. 

elevating: (adj) inspiring, exhilarating.
execute: (v) do, achieve, complete, 

perform, accomplish, act, effect, carry 
out, enforce, make, fulfill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, ignore, 
disregard, Miss, forget, shirk, revive. 

haunch: (n) loin, thigh, hindquarters,  

flank, hip, ham, rump, buttock, small 
of the back, waist, body part. 

merry: (adj) joyful, lively, cheerful, 
glad, jolly, facetious, frolicsome, 
lighthearted, festive; (adj, n) 
convivial, jovial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gloomy, miserable, serious, uptight. 

nosegay: (n) posy, flower, garland, 
festoon, corsage, chaplet, tassel, 
bunch, flower arrangement, aroma, 
fragrance. 

requested: (adj) demanded. 

rustic: (n) countryman, peasant; (adj) 
rural, pastoral, boorish, country, 
bucolic, provincial, hick, agrestic, 
countrified. ANTONYMS: (adj) town, 
urbane, cultured, city, sophisticated. 

scrapings: (n) surface biopsy. 
yearly: (adv) annually, each year, 

every year, per annum, per year, by 
year; (adj) perennial, anniversary, 
periodic, annual tickets; (n) a year. 
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never smiled: he looked as serious as a dancing monkey--as serious as if he had 
been an experimental philosopher ascertaining in his own person the amount of 
shaking and the varieties of angularity that could be given to the human limbs.%

To make amends for the abundant laughter in the striped marquee, Arthur 
clapped his hands continually and cried "Bravo!"  But Ben had one admirer 
whose eyes followed his movements with a fervid gravity that equalled his own.  
It was Martin Poyser, who was seated on a bench, with Tommy between his legs. 

"What dost think o' that?" he said to his wife.  "He goes as pat to the music as 
if he was made o' clockwork.  I used to be a pretty good un at dancing myself 
when I was lighter, but I could niver ha' hit it just to th' hair like that." 

"It's little matter what his limbs are, to my thinking," re-turned Mrs. Poyser.  
"He's empty enough i' the upper story, or he'd niver come jigging an' stamping i' 
that way, like a mad grasshopper, for the gentry to look at him.  They're fit to die 
wi' laughing, I can see." 

"Well, well, so much the better, it amuses 'em," said Mr. Poyser, who did not 
easily take an irritable view of things.  "But they're going away now, t' have their 
dinner, I reckon.  Well move about a bit, shall we, and see what Adam Bede's 
doing.  He's got to look after the drinking and things: I doubt he hasna had much 
fun." 
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abundant: (adj, n) lush, luxuriant; (adj) 
generous, thick, plenty, affluent, 
liberal, fruitful, teeming, fertile, 
ample. ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, 
meager, scanty, infertile, scant, arid, 
rare, empty, skimpy, lacking, 
fruitless. 

admirer: (n) enthusiast, fan, devotee, 
supporter, votary, worshiper, wooer, 
beau, fancier; (adj) suitor; (adj, n) 
lover. 

angularity: (n) angular, angularness,  

bend, triangularity, rectangularity, 
plication, oblongness, jog, furcation, 
fold, crease. 

clockwork: (n) wheelwork. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inaccuracy, 
impreciseness, inconsistency. 

grasshopper: (n) goat, frog, chamois, 
orthopteron, orthopteran, cricket, 
locust, cocktail, acridid, flea. 

irritable: (adj) fractious, irascible, 
edgy, cantankerous, touchy, petulant, 
excitable, cross, sensitive, grumpy,  

disagreeable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calm, happy, cheerful, amiable, 
patient, pleasant, stable, courteous; 
(n) cheeriness. 

lighter: (n) light, flatboat, igniter, 
cigarette lighter, wherry, primer, 
scow, kindling, fuze, fuzee, 
houseboat. 

philosopher: (n) thinker, bacon, 
libertarian, gymnosophist, empiricist, 
necessitarian, moralist, theorist, 
wisdom, pundit, mechanist. 
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CHAPTER  % XXVI  

 
THE  DANCE  

 
 

Arthur had chosen the entrance-hall for the ballroom: very wisely, for no 
other room could have heen so airy, or would have had the advantage of the 
wide doors opening into the garden, as well as a ready entrance into the other 
rooms.  To be sure, a stone floor was not the pleasantest to dance on, but then, 
most of the dancers had known what it was to enjoy a Christmas dance on 
kitchen quarries.  It was one of those entrance-halls which make the surrounding 
rooms look like closets--with stucco angels, trumpets, and flower-wreaths on the 
lofty ceiling, and great medallions of miscellaneous heroes on the walls, 
alternating with statues in niches.  Just the sort of place to be ornamented well 
with green boughs, and Mr. Craig had been proud to show his taste and his 
hothouse plants on the occasion.  The broad steps of the stone staircase were 
covered with cushions to serve as seats for the children, who were to stay till 
half-past nine with the servant- maids to see the dancing, and as this dance was 
confined to the chief tenants, there was abundant room for every one.  The lights 
were charmingly disposed in coloured-paper lamps, high up among green 
boughs, and the farmers' wives and daughters, as they peeped in, believed no 
scene could be more splendid; they knew now quite well in what sort of rooms 
the king and queen lived, and their thoughts glanced with some pity towards 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

airy: (adj) light, windy, aery, aerial, 
ethereal, insubstantial, sprightly, 
perky, volatile, aeriform, aired. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) airless, hot, 
massive, wooden, weighty, 
substantial, stifling, sluggish, 
ponderous, musty, lumbering. 

alternating: (adj) intermittent, 
recurrent, irregular, regular, every 
other, blinking, successive; (adv) back 
and forth. ANTONYM: (adj) direct. 

ballroom: (n) hall, commercial dance  

hall, room, concert room, dance 
palace, music hall. 

disposed: (adj) prone, apt, ready, 
subject, prepared, liable, game, 
inclined, fain, likely, minded. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ailing, 
indisposed, unlikely, disinclined, 
reluctant, impervious. 

miscellaneous: (adj) heterogeneous, 
mixed, different, general, sundry, 
indiscriminate, motley, varied, 
diverse, multifarious, versatile.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) uniform, 
homogeneous, limited. 

ornamented: (adj) embellished, 
beautified, fancy, flowery, ornate, 
adorned, bedecked, decked, 
festooned, feathered, florid. 

stucco: (n, v) plaster; (n) mortar, 
solder, birdlime, gum, lute, putty, 
size, paste; (v) whitewash, coat. 

trumpets: (n) Sarracenia flava, yellow 
pitcher plant, pitcher plant, yellow 
trumpet. 
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cousins and acquaintances who had not this fine opportunity of knowing how 
things went on in the great world.  The lamps were already lit, though the sun 
had not long set, and there was that calm light out of doors in which we seem to 
see all objects more distinctly than in the broad day.%

It was a pretty scene outside the house: the farmers and their families were 
moving about the lawn, among the flowers and shrubs, or along the broad 
straight road leading from the east front, where a carpet of mossy grass spread 
on each side, studded here and there with a dark flat-boughed cedar, or a grand 
pyramidal fir sweeping the ground with its branches, all tipped with a fringe of 
paler green.  The groups of cottagers in the park were gradually diminishing, 
the young ones being attracted towards the lights that were beginning to gleam 
from the windows of the gallery in the abbey, which was to be their dancing-
room, and some of the sober elder ones thinking it time to go home quietly.  One 
of these was Lisbeth Bede, and Seth went with her--not from filial attention only, 
for his conscience would not let him join in dancing.  It had been rather a 
melancholy day to Seth: Dinah had never been more constantly present with him 
than in this scene, where everything was so unlike her.  He saw her all the more 
vividly after looking at the thoughtless faces and gay-coloured dresses of the 
young women--just as one feels the beauty and the greatness of a pictured 
Madonna the more when it has been for a moment screened from us by a vulgar 
head in a bonnet.  But this presence of Dinah in his mind only helped him to bear 
the better with his mother's mood, which had been becoming more and more 
querulous for the last hour.  Poor Lisbeth was suffering from a strange conflict of 
feelings.  Her joy and pride in the honour paid to her darling son Adam was 
beginning to be worsted in the conflict with the jealousy and fretfulness which 
had revived when Adam came to tell her that Captain Donnithorne desired him 
to join the dancers in the hall.  Adam was getting more and more out of her 
reach; she wished all the old troubles back again, for then it mattered more to 
Adam what his mother said and did. 
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cedar: (n) true cedar, pahautea, 
kawaka, deodar, cedar tree. 

diminishing: (adj) abating, declining, 
dwindling, lessening, waning; (n) 
decrease, shrinking, reducing, 
reduction; (adv) diminishingly; (v) 
diminish. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
increasing, growing, burgeoning. 

fretfulness: (n) disquiet, crossness, 
impatience, peevishness, irritability, 
testiness, chagrin, ill humor, 
vexation, surliness, pettishness. 

gleam: (n, v) glance, beam, blaze, 
shine, glimmer, glow, flash, flicker, 
sparkle, glitter; (v) twinkle. 

greatness: (n) excellence, dimension, 
dignity, bulk, size, enormousness, 
bigness, enormity, grandness, 
magnitude, fame. ANTONYMS: (n) 
obscurity, austerity, commonness, 
mildness, moderation, simplicity. 

mossy: (adj) floral, mosslike, moldy, 
hoary, musty, covered, musciform, 
stodgy, hoar, chromatic, canescent. 

pyramidal: (adj) cubical, pointed, 
pyramidical. 

screened: (adj) covered, shielded, 
sheltered, concealed, isolated, select, 
invisible, shady, hazy, secluded, not 
exposed. 

shrubs: (n) undergrowth. 
studded: (adj) muricated, bristling, 

peopled, crowded, manifold, 
multinominal, multiple, multiplied, 
multitudinous, populous; (v) 
freckled. 
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"Eh, it's fine talkin' o' dancin'," she said, "an' thy father not a five week in's 
grave.  An' I wish I war there too, i'stid o' bein' left to take up merrier folks's 
room above ground." 

"Nay, don't look at it i' that way, Mother," said Adam, who was determined 
to be gentle to her to-day.  "I don't mean to dance--I shall only look on.  And 
since the captain wishes me to be there, it 'ud look as if I thought I knew better 
than him to say as I'd rather not stay.  And thee know'st how he's behaved to me 
to-day." 

"Eh, thee't do as thee lik'st, for thy old mother's got no right t' hinder thee.  
She's nought but th' old husk, and thee'st slipped away from her, like the ripe 
nut." 

"Well, Mother," said Adam, "I'll go and tell the captain as it hurts thy feelings 
for me to stay, and I'd rather go home upo' that account: he won't take it ill then, 
I daresay, and I'm willing." He said this with some effort, for he really longed to 
be near Hetty this evening.%

"Nay, nay, I wonna ha' thee do that--the young squire 'ull be angered.  Go an' 
do what thee't ordered to do, an' me and Seth 'ull go whome.  I know it's a grit 
honour for thee to be so looked on--an' who's to be prouder on it nor thy mother?  
Hadna she the cumber o' rearin' thee an' doin' for thee all these 'ears?" 

"Well, good-bye, then, Mother--good-bye, lad--remember Gyp when you get 
home," said Adam, turning away towards the gate of the pleasure-grounds, 
where he hoped he might be able to join the Poysers, for he had been so occupied 
throughout the afternoon that he had had no time to speak to Hetty.  His eye 
soon detected a distant group, which he knew to be the right one, returning to 
the house along the broad gravel road, and he hastened on to meet them. 

"Why, Adam, I'm glad to get sight on y' again," said Mr. Poyser, who was 
carrying Totty on his arm.  "You're going t' have a bit o' fun, I hope, now your 
work's all done.  And here's Hetty has promised no end o' partners, an' I've just 
been askin' her if she'd agreed to dance wi' you, an' she says no." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

dance: (v) caper, bop, to dance, cavort, 
play, skip, to show courage, step; (n, 
v) hop, jump, shake. 

gentle: (adj) easy, friendly, soft, kind, 
affable, balmy, mild, feeble, 
compassionate; (adj, adv) calm; (adj, v) 
tame. ANTONYMS: (adj) harsh, loud, 
fierce, caustic, violent, rough, 
hardhearted, abrupt, heavy, steep, 
sheer. 

gravel: (adj, v) nonplus, bother; (v) 
bedevil, rag, chevy, flummox,  

bewilder, puzzle; (adj) grating; (adj, n) 
dirt; (n) grit. 

grit: (n) backbone, bravery, gravel, 
guts, stamina, sand, pluck, fortitude, 
prowess, dust, gumption. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
timidity, frailty, weakness; (v) relax. 

husk: (n) crust, bran, cortex, covering, 
rind, chaff, shell, coat, peel; (n, v) 
hull, skin. 

occupied: (adj) busy, engaged, 
employed, diligent, active, absorbed, 

engrossed, working, industrious, 
affianced, betrothed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) empty, vacant, uninhabited, 
available, free, idle, liberated, 
unoccupied. 

partners: (n) associates, team. 
ripe: (adj) adult, ready, advanced, 

prepared, good, grown, perfect, 
matured, finished, consummate; (adj, 
v) mellow. ANTONYMS: (adj) green, 
unripe, immature, dry, poisonous, 
young, unsuitable, sweet. 
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"Well, I didn't think o' dancing to-night," said Adam, already tempted to 
change his mind, as he looked at Hetty.%

"Nonsense!" said Mr. Poyser.  "Why, everybody's goin' to dance to- night, all 
but th' old squire and Mrs. Irwine.  Mrs. Best's been tellin' us as Miss Lyddy and 
Miss Irwine 'ull dance, an' the young squire 'ull pick my wife for his first partner, 
t' open the ball: so she'll be forced to dance, though she's laid by ever sin' the 
Christmas afore the little un was born.  You canna for shame stand still, Adam, 
an' you a fine young fellow and can dance as well as anybody." 

"Nay, nay," said Mrs. Poyser, "it 'ud be unbecomin'.  I know the dancin's 
nonsense, but if you stick at everything because it's nonsense, you wonna go far i' 
this life.  When your broth's ready- made for you, you mun swallow the 
thickenin', or else let the broth alone." 

"Then if Hetty 'ull d'ance with me," said Adam, yielding either to Mrs. 
Poyser's argument or to something else, "I'll dance whichever dance she's free." 

"I've got no partner for the fourth dance," said Hetty; "I'll dance that with you, 
if you like." 

"Ah," said Mr. Poyser, "but you mun dance the first dance, Adam, else it'll 
look partic'ler.  There's plenty o' nice partners to pick an' choose from, an' it's 
hard for the gells when the men stan' by and don't ask 'em." 

Adam felt the justice of Mr. Poyser's observation: it would not do for him to 
dance with no one besides Hetty; and remembering that Jonathan Burge had 
some reason to feel hurt to-day, he resolved to ask Miss Mary to dance with him 
the first dance, if she had no other partner. 

"There's the big clock strikin' eight," said Mr. Poyser; "we must make haste in 
now, else the squire and the ladies 'ull be in afore us, an' that wouldna look well." 

When they had entered the hall, and the three children under Molly's charge 
had been seated on the stairs, the folding-doors of the drawing-room were 
thrown open, and Arthur entered in his regimentals, leading Mrs. Irwine to a 
carpet-covered dais ornamented with hot-house plants, where she and Miss 
Anne were to be seated with old Mr. Donnithorne, that they might look on at the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

broth: (n) bouillon, gravy, consomm, 
beef tea, stock, brew; (n, v) liquor, 
puree; (v) pottage, potage, beverage. 

dais: (n) platform, podium, rostrum, 
stage, chair, pedestal, pulpit, seat, 
ambo, woolsack, estrade. 

resolved: (adj, v) resolute, firm, certain; 
(adj) fixed, definite, set, decided, 
conclusive, intent, solved, positive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) undecided, 
flexible, irresolute, unconfirmed, 
uncertain. 

shame: (n, v) disgrace, dishonor, 
discredit, humiliate, degrade, 
chagrin; (n) humiliation, modesty, 
scandal, insult; (v) abash. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pride, glorification, 
making, worthiness; (v) 
acknowledge, glorify, respect, 
dignify. 

swallow: (n, v) drink, gulp, taste, sip, 
swig; (v) bolt, consume, devour, 
accept, stomach, endure. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) sip; (v) doubt,  

expel, disbelieve, reject, express. 
whichever: (adv) any; (adj) a few, one, 

several, some. 
yielding: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 

supple, tractable, pliant; (adj) 
compliant, submissive, soft, obedient, 
docile; (n) submission. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) hard, firm, inflexible, solid, 
rigid, obstinate, stiff, stubborn, 
unyielding, rebellious. 
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dancing, like the kings and queens in the plays.  Arthur had put on his uniform 
to please the tenants, he said, who thought as much of his militia dignity as if it 
had been an elevation to the premiership.  He had not the least objection to 
gratify them in that way: his uniform was very advantageous to his figure.%

The old squire, before sitting down, walked round the hall to greet the 
tenants and make polite speeches to the wives: he was always polite; but the 
farmers had found out, after long puzzling, that this polish was one of the signs 
of hardness.  It was observed that he gave his most elaborate civility to Mrs. 
Poyser to-night, inquiring particularly about her health, recommending her to 
strengthen herself with cold water as he did, and avoid all drugs.  Mrs. Poyser 
curtsied and thanked him with great self- command, but when he had passed on, 
she whispered to her husband, "I'll lay my life he's brewin' some nasty turn 
against us.  Old Harry doesna wag his tail so for nothin'."  Mr. Poyser had no 
time to answer, for now Arthur came up and said, "Mrs. Poyser, I'm come to 
request the favour of your hand for the first dance; and, Mr. Poyser, you must let 
me take you to my aunt, for she claims you as her partner." 

The wife's pale cheek flushed with a nervous sense of unwonted honour as 
Arthur led her to the top of the room; but Mr. Poyser, to whom an extra glass 
had restored his youthful confidence in his good looks and good dancing, 
walked along with them quite proudly, secretly flattering himself that Miss 
Lydia had never had a partner in her life who could lift her off the ground as he 
would.  In order to balance the honours given to the two parishes, Miss Irwine 
danced with Luke Britton, the largest Broxton farmer, and Mr. Gawaine led out 
Mrs. Britton.  Mr. Irwine, after seating his sister Anne, had gone to the abbey 
gallery, as he had agreed with Arthur beforehand, to see how the merriment of 
the cottagers was prospering.  Meanwhile, all the less distinguished couples had 
taken their places: Hetty was led out by the inevitable Mr. Craig, and Mary 
Burge by Adam; and now the music struck up, and the glorious country-dance, 
best of all dances, began. 

Pity it was not a boarded floor!  Then the rhythmic stamping of the thick 
shoes would have been better than any drums.  That merry stamping, that 
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advantageous: (adj) expedient, useful, 
auspicious, helpful, gainful, 
serviceable, convenient, lucky, 
worthwhile, beneficial; (adj, v) 
profitable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
useless, disadvantageous, 
detrimental, unhelpful, unfortunate, 
inauspicious, worthless, unpleasant. 

elevation: (n) height, highness, 
exaltation, ascent, climb, hill, 
aggrandizement, raise, El, Alt, 
stature. ANTONYMS: (n)  

degradation, descent, levelness, 
depression, downgrading, demotion, 
drop, depth. 

flattering: (adj) ingratiating, 
complimentary, courtly, obsequious, 
adulatory, fulsome, bland, candied, 
smooth, encouraging; (n) flattery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, critical, 
unflattering, unattractive, wounding, 
uncomplimentary, negative; (adv) 
partially. 

gratify: (v) delight, please, appease,  

accommodate, satisfy, amuse, suit, 
indulge, cater; (n, v) humor; (adj) 
contented. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dissatisfy, displease, disappoint. 

militia: (n) trainband, Sabaoth, 
soldiery, standing army, territorial, 
the army, troops, troops of the line, 
reserves, regulars, military unit. 

premiership: (n) situation, spot, 
position, post, place, office, berth. 

recommending: (adj) 
recommendatory, commendatory. 
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gracious nodding of the head, that waving bestowal of the hand--where can we 
see them now?  That simple dancing of well-covered matrons, laying aside for an 
hour the cares of house and dairy, remembering but not affecting youth, not 
jealous but proud of the young maidens by their side--that holiday sprightliness 
of portly husbands paying little compliments to their wives, as if their courting 
days were come again--those lads and lasses a little confused and awkward with 
their partners, having nothing to say--it would be a pleasant variety to see all 
that sometimes, instead of low dresses and large skirts, and scanning glances 
exploring costumes, and languid men in lacquered boots smiling with double 
meaning.%

There was but one thing to mar Martin Poyser's pleasure in this dance: it was 
that he was always in close contact with Luke Britton, that slovenly farmer.  He 
thought of throwing a little glazed coldness into his eye in the crossing of hands; 
but then, as Miss Irwine was opposite to him instead of the offensive Luke, he 
might freeze the wrong person.  So he gave his face up to hilarity, unchilled by 
moral judgments. 

How Hetty's heart beat as Arthur approached her!  He had hardly looked at 
her to-day: now he must take her hand.  Would he press it?  Would he look at 
her?  She thought she would cry if he gave her no sign of feeling.  Now he was 
there--he had taken her hand-- yes, he was pressing it.  Hetty turned pale as she 
looked up at him for an instant and met his eyes, before the dance carried him 
away.  That pale look came upon Arthur like the beginning of a dull pain, which 
clung to him, though he must dance and smile and joke all the same.  Hetty 
would look so, when he told her what he had to tell her; and he should never be 
able to bear it--he should be a fool and give way again.  Hetty's look did not 
really mean so much as he thought: it was only the sign of a struggle between the 
desire for him to notice her and the dread lest she should betray the desire to 
others.  But Hetty's face had a language that transcended her feelings.  There are 
faces which nature charges with a meaning and pathos not belonging to the 
single human soul that flutters beneath them, but speaking the joys and sorrows 
of foregone generations--eyes that tell of deep love which doubtless has been 
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bestowal: (n) conferral, presentation, 
gift, endowment, contribution, 
bestowment, conferment, delivery, 
benefaction, gratuity, donation. 

coldness: (n) chilliness, coolness, 
indifference, distance, apathy, iciness, 
reserve, frost, frigidity, unconcern; 
(adj, n) cold. ANTONYMS: (n) 
friendliness, sympathy, sensitivity, 
hotness, heat, responsiveness, 
concern, brightness, kindness. 

compliments: (n) respects,  

commendation, wish, greetings, 
salutation, respect, applause, flattery, 
acclamation, regards, approbation. 

exploring: (adj) indagative, emissary, 
excursive. 

foregone: (adj) past, bypast, departed, 
gone, previous, preceding, precedent, 
former, dead, deceased, decided. 

freeze: (v) chill, cool, solidify, block, 
harden, set; (n) frost, congelation; (n, 
v) arrest, stop; (adj) frozen. 
ANTONYMS: (v) thaw, boil, unblock, 

warm, dissolve, begin, soften. 
hilarity: (adj, n) mirth, merriment; (n) 

delight, exhilaration, cheerfulness, 
joy, jollity, gaiety, happiness, 
laughter, fun. ANTONYMS: (n) 
boredom, despondency, misery. 

scanning: (n) search, scan, 
photography. 

sprightliness: (adj, n) liveliness; (n) 
alacrity, briskness, airiness, agility, 
exuberance, enthusiasm, spirit, 
buoyancy, life, jauntiness. 
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and is somewhere, but not paired with these eyes--perhaps paired with pale eyes 
that can say nothing; just as a national language may be instinct with poetry 
unfelt by the lips that use it.  That look of Hetty's oppressed Arthur with a dread 
which yet had something of a terrible unconfessed delight in it, that she loved 
him too well.  There was a hard task before him, for at that moment he felt he 
would have given up three years of his youth for the happiness of abandoning 
himself without remorse to his passion for Hetty.%

These were the incongruous thoughts in his mind as he led Mrs. Poyser, who 
was panting with fatigue, and secretly resolving that neither judge nor jury 
should force her to dance another dance, to take a quiet rest in the dining-room, 
where supper was laid out for the guests to come and take it as they chose. 

"I've desired Hetty to remember as she's got to dance wi' you, sir," said the 
good innocent woman; "for she's so thoughtless, she'd be like enough to go an' 
engage herself for ivery dance.  So I told her not to promise too many." 

"Thank you, Mrs. Poyser," said Arthur, not without a twinge.  "Now, sit 
down in this comfortable chair, and here is Mills ready to give you what you 
would like best." 

He hurried away to seek another matronly partner, for due honour must be 
paid to the married women before he asked any of the young ones; and the 
country-dances, and the stamping, and the gracious nodding, and the waving of 
the hands, went on joyously. 

At last the time had come for the fourth dance--longed for by the strong, 
grave Adam, as if he had been a delicate-handed youth of eighteen; for we are all 
very much alike when we are in our first love; and Adam had hardly ever 
touched Hetty's hand for more than a transient greeting--had never danced with 
her but once before.  His eyes had followed her eagerly to-night in spite of 
himself, and had taken in deeper draughts of love.  He thought she behaved so 
prettily, so quietly; she did not seem to be flirting at all she smiled less than 
usual; there was almost a sweet sadness about her.  "God bless her!" he said 
inwardly; "I'd make her life a happy 'un, if a strong arm to work for her, and a 
heart to love her, could do it." 
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incongruous: (adj) inappropriate, 
improper, absurd, inapt, 
incompatible, conflicting, 
inconsistent, incoherent, inexpedient; 
(adj, n) contradictory, dissonant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appropriate, 
befitting, consistent, reasonable. 

joyously: (adv, v) happily; (adv) gaily, 
gleefully, mirthfully, cheerfully, 
gladly, merrily, festively, brightly, 
buoyantly, pleasantly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) joylessly. 

paired: (adj) opposite, mated, dual, 
twin, matching, complementary, 
coupled, balancing, completely 
opposed, mated sexually, gemel. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) alternate, single. 

panting: (adj) gasping, breathless, 
blown, winded, puffed; (v) 
palpitation; (n) heaving, gasp, 
asthma, heave, puff. 

poetry: (n) verse, poesy, song, rhyme, 
style, poetics, epos, poems, stanza, 
doggerel, tuneful Nine. 

remorse: (n) penitence, contrition, 
repentance, regret, guilt, penance, 
sorrow, grief, qualm, ruefulness, 
compassion. ANTONYM: (n) 
shamelessness. 

transient: (adj) fleeting, temporary, 
passing, transitory, fugacious, 
ephemeral, momentary, temporal, 
provisional; (adj, n) fugitive, 
vagabond. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enduring, lasting, immanent, long; 
(n) resident. 
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And then there stole over him delicious thoughts of coming home from 
work, and drawing Hetty to his side, and feeling her cheek softly pressed against 
his, till he forgot where he was, and the music and the tread of feet might have 
been the falling of rain and the roaring of the wind, for what he knew.%

But now the third dance was ended, and he might go up to her and claim her 
hand.  She was at the far end of the hall near the staircase, whispering with 
Molly, who had just given the sleeping Totty into her arms before running to 
fetch shawls and bonnets from the landing.  Mrs. Poyser had taken the two boys 
away into the dining-room to give them some cake before they went home in the 
cart with Grandfather and Molly was to follow as fast as possible. 

"Let me hold her," said Adam, as Molly turned upstairs; "the children are so 
heavy when they're asleep." 

Hetty was glad of the relief, for to hold Totty in her arms, standing, was not 
at all a pleasant variety to her.  But this second transfer had the unfortunate effect 
of rousing Totty, who was not behind any child of her age in peevishness at an 
unseasonable awaking.  While Hetty was in the act of placing her in Adam's 
arms, and had not yet withdrawn her own, Totty opened her eyes, and forthwith 
fought out with her left fist at Adam's arm, and with her right caught at the 
string of brown beads round Hetty's neck.  The locket leaped out from her frock, 
and the next moment the string was broken, and Hetty, helpless, saw beads and 
locket scattered wide on the floor. 

"My locket, my locket!" she said, in a loud frightened whisper to Adam; 
"never mind the beads." 

Adam had already seen where the locket fell, for it had attracted his glance as 
it leaped out of her frock.  It had fallen on the raised wooden dais where the 
band sat, not on the stone floor; and as Adam picked it up, he saw the glass with 
the dark and light locks of hair under it.  It had fallen that side upwards, so the 
glass was not broken.  He turned it over on his hand, and saw the enamelled 
gold back. 
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beads: (n) pearls, chaplet, censer, pax, 
patera, host, cross, pyx, reliquary, 
rood, thurible. 

cart: (n) car, carriage, handcart, 
barrow, applecart, wagon; (v) haul, 
drag, bear, take, transfer. 

feet: (v) legs, pegs, pins, trotters; (n) 
foots, ft, fete, meter, rescue. 

fist: (n, v) hand; (n) duke, clenched 
fist, feist, manus, grip, index; (v) 
finger, paw, neif, neaf. 

forthwith: (adv) directly, immediately, 

at once, now, instantly, straight, 
presently, straightaway, 
incontinently; (adj, adv) quickly; (adj) 
immediate. 

locks: (n) hair, tresses, head of hair. 
placing: (n) placement, arrangement, 

disposition, installation, allocation, 
ordering, disposal, borrowing, 
composition. 

roaring: (n) bellowing, roar, bellow, 
thunder; (adj) booming, prosperous, 
thriving, flourishing, deafening,  

noisy, boisterous. 
scattered: (adj) dissipated, thin, 

disordered, disconnected, confused, 
sparse, sporadic, distributed, rare, 
diffuse; (v) disperse. 

stole: (n) wrap, stolen, scarf, stolon, 
stealing, robe, alb, tunicle, surplice, 
alba, cassock. 

whisper: (n, v) murmur, hum, 
mumble, suggestion, hint, inkling; (v) 
breathe, hiss; (n) rustle, trace, breath. 
ANTONYM: (n) information. 

 

  



George Eliot 319

"It isn't hurt," he said, as he held it towards Hetty, who was unable to take it 
because both her hands were occupied with Totty.%

"Oh, it doesn't matter, I don't mind about it," said Hetty, who had been pale 
and was now red. 

"Not matter?" said Adam, gravely.  "You seemed very frightened about it.  I'll 
hold it till you're ready to take it," he added, quietly closing his hand over it, that 
she might not think he wanted to look at it again. 

By this time Molly had come with bonnet and shawl, and as soon as she had 
taken Totty, Adam placed the locket in Hetty's hand.  She took it with an air of 
indifference and put it in her pocket, in her heart vexed and angry with Adam 
because he had seen it, but determined now that she would show no more signs 
of agitation. 

"See," she said, "they're taking their places to dance; let us go." 
Adam assented silently.  A puzzled alarm had taken possession of him.  Had 

Hetty a lover he didn't know of?  For none of her relations, he was sure, would 
give her a locket like that; and none of her admirers, with whom he was 
acquainted, was in the position of an accepted lover, as the giver of that locket 
must be.  Adam was lost in the utter impossibility of finding any person for his 
fears to alight on.  He could only feel with a terrible pang that there was 
something in Hetty's life unknown to him; that while he had been rocking 
himself in the hope that she would come to love him, she was already loving 
another.  The pleasure of the dance with Hetty was gone; his eyes, when they 
rested on her, had an uneasy questioning expression in them; he could think of 
nothing to say to her; and she too was out of temper and disinclined to speak.  
They were both glad when the dance was ended. 

Adam was determined to stay no longer; no one wanted him, and no one 
would notice if he slipped away.  As soon as he got out of doors, he began to 
walk at his habitual rapid pace, hurrying along without knowing why, busy 
with the painful thought that the memory of this day, so full of honour and 
promise to him, was poisoned for ever.  Suddenly, when he was far on through 
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acquainted: (adj) knowledgeable, 
informed, aware, cognizant, 
conversant, hand and glove, intimate, 
thick; (adv) abreast; (v) inform, 
acquaint. 

agitation: (n) disturbance, excitement, 
tumult, stirring, convulsion, stir, 
commotion, emotion, unrest, shake, 
turmoil. ANTONYMS: (n) serenity, 
calm, equanimity, rest, peace, 
deterrent. 

disinclined: (adj) reluctant, loath,  

averse, indisposed, loth, backward, 
not content, opposed, dubious, 
afraid, not in the vein. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tending, willing, leaning, eager, 
bent, keen, disposed. 

habitual: (adj, n) common, frequent, 
usual; (adj) chronic, conventional, 
confirmed, accustomed, natural, 
commonplace, everyday, ordinary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) occasional, 
infrequent, mild, irregular, 
exceptional, erratic, abnormal,  

innovative. 
impossibility: (n) impossibleness, 

option, nonexistence, absurdity, 
inability, impracticability, alternative, 
choice, contradiction, contradiction in 
terms, doubtfulness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) possibility, probability. 

puzzled: (adj) bewildered, confused, 
baffled, nonplussed, doubtful, 
bemused, at a loss, curious, 
mystified, nonplused, dazed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) clear. 
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the Chase, he stopped, startled by a flash of reviving hope.  After all, he might be 
a fool, making a great misery out of a trifle.  Hetty, fond of finery as she was, 
might have bought the thing herself.  It looked too expensive for that--it looked 
like the things on white satin in the great jeweller's shop at Rosseter.  But Adam 
had very imperfect notions of the value of such things, and he thought it could 
certainly not cost more than a guinea.  Perhaps Hetty had had as much as that in 
Christmas boxes, and there was no knowing but she might have been childish 
enough to spend it in that way; she was such a young thing, and she couldn't 
help loving finery!  But then, why had she been so frightened about it at first, and 
changed colour so, and afterwards pretended not to care?  Oh, that was because 
she was ashamed of his seeing that she had such a smart thing--she was 
conscious that it was wrong for her to spend her money on it, and she knew that 
Adam disapproved of finery.  It was a proof she cared about what he liked and 
disliked.  She must have thought from his silence and gravity afterwards that he 
was very much displeased with her, that he was inclined to be harsh and severe 
towards her foibles.  And as he walked on more quietly, chewing the cud of this 
new hope, his only uneasiness was that he had behaved in a way which might 
chill Hetty's feeling towards him.  For this last view of the matter must be the 
true one.  How could Hetty have an accepted lover, quite unknown to him?  She 
was never away from her uncle's house for more than a day; she could have no 
acquaintances that did not come there, and no intimacies unknown to her uncle 
and aunt.  It would be folly to believe that the locket was given to her by a lover.  
The little ring of dark hair he felt sure was her own; he could form no guess 
about the light hair under it, for he had not seen it very distinctly.  It might be a 
bit of her father's or mother's, who had died when she was a child, and she 
would naturally put a bit of her own along with it.%

And so Adam went to bed comforted, having woven for himself an 
ingenious web of probabilities--the surest screen a wise man can place between 
himself and the truth.  His last waking thoughts melted into a dream that he was 
with Hetty again at the Hall Farm, and that he was asking her to forgive him for 
being so cold and silent. 
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childish: (adj) childlike, naive, 
babyish, immature, simple, puerile, 
infantile, juvenile, silly, frivolous, 
young. ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
old, wise, adult, jaded. 

ingenious: (adj) adroit, artful, clever, 
cunning, deft, expert, creative, 
imaginative, cute, acute, able. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impulsive, naive, 
unoriginal, inept. 

melted: (adj) molten, fluid, liquified, 
dissolved, liquefied, baked, fluent,  

touched, limpid, sorry, flowing. 
pretended: (adj, v) sham, mock, 

counterfeit, pseudo, spurious; (adj) 
assumed, fake, feigned, fictitious, 
bogus, affected. 

reviving: (adj) bracing, restorative, 
renewing, refreshing, revival, brisk, 
enlivening, recuperative, 
reanimating, promoting 
recuperation, giving life. 
ANTONYM: (adj) soothing. 

startled: (adj) dumbfounded,  

dismayed, distressed, aghast, 
frightened, astonished, amazed, 
terrified, afraid, shocked, astounded. 

uneasiness: (n) disquiet, discomfort, 
inquietude, anxiety, unease, malaise, 
disquietude, apprehension, unrest, 
impatience; (n, v) agitation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, calm, 
confidence. 

woven: (adj) plaited. 
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And while he was dreaming this, Arthur was leading Hetty to the dance and 
saying to her in low hurried tones, "I shall be in the wood the day after to-
morrow at seven; come as early as you can." And Hetty's foolish joys and hopes, 
which had flown away for a little space, scared by a mere nothing, now all came 
fluttering back, unconscious of the real peril.  She was happy for the first time 
this long day, and wished that dance would last for hours.  Arthur wished it too; 
it was the last weakness he meant to indulge in; and a man never lies with more 
delicious languor under the influence of a passion than when he has persuaded 
himself that he shall subdue it to-morrow.%

But Mrs. Poyser's wishes were quite the reverse of this, for her mind was 
filled with dreary forebodings as to the retardation of to-morrow morning's 
cheese in consequence of these late hours.  Now that Hetty had done her duty 
and danced one dance with the young squire, Mr. Poyser must go out and see if 
the cart was come back to fetch them, for it was half-past ten o'clock, and 
notwithstanding a mild suggestion on his part that it would be bad manners for 
them to be the first to go, Mrs. Poyser was resolute on the point, "manners or no 
manners." 

"What!  Going already, Mrs. Poyser?" said old Mr. Donnithorne, as she came 
to curtsy and take leave; "I thought we should not part with any of our guests till 
eleven.  Mrs. Irwine and I, who are elderly people, think of sitting out the dance 
till then." 

"Oh, Your Honour, it's all right and proper for gentlefolks to stay up by 
candlelight--they've got no cheese on their minds.  We're late enough as it is, an' 
there's no lettin' the cows know as they mustn't want to be milked so early to-
morrow mornin'.  So, if you'll please t' excuse us, we'll take our leave." 

"Eh!" she said to her husband, as they set off in the cart, "I'd sooner ha' 
brewin' day and washin' day together than one o' these pleasurin' days.  There's 
no work so tirin' as danglin' about an' starin' an' not rightly knowin' what you're 
goin' to do next; and keepin' your face i' smilin' order like a grocer o' market-day 
for fear people shouldna think you civil enough.  An' you've nothing to show 
for't when it's done, if it isn't a yallow face wi' eatin' things as disagree." 
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dreaming: (n) reverie, ambition, 
nightmare, conception, castle in the 
air; (adj) absent-minded, asleep, 
visionary, vacant, wistful, rapt. 

manners: (n) conduct, etiquette, 
propriety, behavior, deportment, 
manner, courtesy, custom, decorum, 
good manners, usage. ANTONYM: 
(n) vulgarity. 

notwithstanding: (adv, conj) 
nevertheless, although, even though, 
yet, but; (conj) albeit; (adv)  

nonetheless, though, still, all the 
same; (prep) despite. 

peril: (n, v) hazard, risk, endanger, 
menace, adventure; (n) danger, 
jeopardy, chance; (v) imperil, expose, 
compromise. ANTONYM: (n) 
security. 

persuaded: (adj) sure, satisfied, easily 
affected, impressible, positive, 
delicate, sensible, intelligent, certain, 
in no doubt, definite. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unsure, uncertain. 

resolute: (adj, n) constant, firm, fixed, 
steady; (adj, v) determined; (adj) 
inflexible, brave, adamant, dogged, 
unbending, courageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, uncertain, 
uncommitted, timid, fickle, feeble, 
indecisive, flexible, flippant, hesitant, 
undecided. 

retardation: (n) retard, impediment, 
slowdown, retardment, lag, mental 
retardation, deceleration, resistance, 
holdup, imbecility; (v) postponement. 
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"Nay, nay," said Mr. Poyser, who was in his merriest mood, and felt that he 
had had a great day, "a bit o' pleasuring's good for thee sometimes.  An' thee 
danc'st as well as any of 'em, for I'll back thee against all the wives i' the parish 
for a light foot an' ankle.  An' it was a great honour for the young squire to ask 
thee first--I reckon it was because I sat at th' head o' the table an' made the 
speech.  An' Hetty too--she never had such a partner before--a fine young 
gentleman in reg'mentals.  It'll serve you to talk on, Hetty, when you're an old 
woman--how you danced wi' th' young squire the day he come o' age."%
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ankle: (n) knuckle, kimbo, crane, 
fluke, crutch, crotch, zigzag, groin, 
sickle, scythe, malleolus. 

foot: (n) base, feet, foundation, footing, 
pes, paw, basis, leg, measure; (v) 
hoof, pay. ANTONYMS: (v) owe; (n) 
head. 

gentleman: (n) gent, Mr, male, 
patrician, sir, adult male, esquire, 
sahib, gentlemen; (adj) gentilhomme, 
gentlemanly. 

mood: (adj, n) humor, frame of mind;  

(n) atmosphere, climate, disposition, 
attitude, air, feeling, mode, temper, 
temperament. 

parish: (n) community, congregation, 
county, region, province, township, 
borough, church, grazing land, area, 
arrondissement. 

partner: (n) copartner, pal, 
collaborator, colleague; (adj, n) 
associate, fellow, accomplice, 
companion, comrade, mate, ally. 
ANTONYMS: (n) superior, enemy. 

serve: (adj, n, v) avail; (v) assist, aid, 
act, benefit, tend, attend, operate, 
function, do; (n, v) officiate. 

speech: (n) lecture, expression, 
language, conversation, sermon, 
diction, communication; (n, v) 
delivery, discourse, say, saying. 

table: (n) board, schedule, chart, stand, 
list, desk, plateau, platen; (v) defer, 
shelve, postpone. ANTONYMS: (v) 
decide, vote, withdraw. 

wives: (n) woman. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI I  

 
A  CR IS IS  

 
 

It was beyond the middle of August--nearly three weeks after the birthday 
feast.  The reaping of the wheat had begun in our north midland county of 
Loamshire, but the harvest was likely still to be retarded by the heavy rains, 
which were causing inundations and much damage throughout the country.  
From this last trouble the Broxton and Hayslope farmers, on their pleasant 
uplands and in their brook-watered valleys, had not suffered, and as I cannot 
pretend that they were such exceptional farmers as to love the general good 
better than their own, you will infer that they were not in very low spirits about 
the rapid rise in the price of bread, so long as there was hope of gathering in their 
own corn undamaged; and occasional days of sunshine and drying winds 
flattered this hope.%

The eighteenth of August was one of these days when the sunshine looked 
brighter in all eyes for the gloom that went before.  Grand masses of cloud were 
hurried across the blue, and the great round hills behind the Chase seemed alive 
with their flying shadows; the sun was hidden for a moment, and then shone out 
warm again like a recovered joy; the leaves, still green, were tossed off the 
hedgerow trees by the wind; around the farmhouses there was a sound of 
clapping doors; the apples fell in the orchards; and the stray horses on the green 
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drying: (n) curing, desiccation, 
seasoning, dryness, ventilation, 
drying up, aeration, airing; (adj) 
desiccative, siccative, parching. 

flattered: (adj) pleased. 
gloom: (n) desolation, dark, darkness, 

blackness, depression, dimness, dusk, 
dreariness, despair, dejection; (n, v) 
cloud. ANTONYMS: (n) brightness, 
happiness, cheerfulness, glee, ecstasy, 
joy, optimism, cheer. 

infer: (v) deduce, guess, derive,  

conclude, construe, imagine, 
conjecture, gather, deduct; (adj, v) 
understand, imply. 

midland: (adj) upcountry, continental, 
earthy, riparian, internal, inner, 
coastal, located inward. 

rains: (n) wet. 
reaping: (n) harvesting, crop, 

attainment, farming. 
retarded: (adj) slow, tardy, imbecile, 

belated, delayed, simple, obtuse, 
leisurely, dull, deferred, defective.  

ANTONYM: (adj) precocious. 
shadows: (n) dark, darkness, night, 

dimness, dusk, fogginess, mistiness, 
gloom, cloudiness. ANTONYM: (n) 
brightness. 

suffered: (adj) permitted, permissive. 
undamaged: (adj) whole, entire, safe, 

unscathed, sound, unharmed, 
unblemished, perfect, untouched, 
uninjured; (adj, adv) in one piece. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hurt, damaged, 
tainted, broken, imperfect, marred. 
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sides of the lanes and on the common had their manes blown about their faces.  
And yet the wind seemed only part of the general gladness because the sun was 
shining.  A merry day for the children, who ran and shouted to see if they could 
top the wind with their voices; and the grown-up people too were in good 
spirits, inclined to believe in yet finer days, when the wind had fallen.  If only the 
corn were not ripe enough to be blown out of the husk and scattered as untimely 
seed! 

And yet a day on which a blighting sorrow may fall upon a man.  For if it be 
true that Nature at certain moments seems charged with a presentiment of one 
individual lot must it not also be true that she seems unmindful uncon-scious of 
another?  For there is no hour that has not its births of gladness and despair, no 
morning brightness that does not bring new sickness to desolation as well as new 
forces to genius and love.  There are so many of us, and our lots are so different, 
what wonder that Nature's mood is often in harsh contrast with the great crisis of 
our lives?  We are children of a large family, and must learn, as such children do, 
not to expect that our hurts will be made much of--to be content with little 
nurture and caressing, and help each other the more.%

It was a busy day with Adam, who of late had done almost double work, for 
he was continuing to act as foreman for Jonathan Burge, until some satisfactory 
person could be found to supply his place, and Jonathan was slow to find that 
person.  But he had done the extra work cheerfully, for his hopes were buoyant 
again about Hetty.  Every time she had seen him since the birthday, she had 
seemed to make an effort to behave all the more kindly to him, that she might 
make him understand she had forgiven his silence and coldness during the 
dance.  He had never mentioned the locket to her again; too happy that she 
smiled at him--still happier because he observed in her a more subdued air, 
something that he interpreted as the growth of womanly tenderness and 
seriousness.  "Ah!" he thought, again and again, "she's only seventeen; she'll be 
thoughtful enough after a while.  And her aunt allays says how clever she is at 
the work.  She'll make a wife as Mother'll have no occasion to grumble at, after 
all." To be sure, he had only seen her at home twice since the birthday; for one 
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buoyant: (adj) cheerful, light, 
optimistic, lighthearted, airy, 
hopeful, floaty, bright, blithe, elastic; 
(adj, n) sanguine. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heavy, weighted, down, depressed, 
somber, miserable, serious, 
melancholy, downbeat. 

grown-up: (adj) mature, big, full-
grown, ripe, grown, full-fledged. 

grumble: (n, v) mutter, gripe, growl, 
moan, rumble, mumble, groan, roar; 
(v) complain, grouch; (n) complaint.  

ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
compliment, rejoice. 

manes: (n) shade. 
nurture: (v) foster, cherish, bring up, 

grow, nourish, care, maintain, 
educate, nurse; (n) education, 
breeding. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
neglect. 

presentiment: (n) premonition, hunch, 
apprehension, feeling, foreboding, 
anticipation, intuition, boding, 
suspicion; (v) augury; (n, v) omen. 

untimely: (adj) early, unseasonable, 
inopportune, inappropriate, 
awkward, immature, previous, ill 
timed, inconvenient, improper, 
belated. ANTONYMS: (adj) timely, 
appropriate, opportune, convenient, 
overdue. 

womanly: (adj, v) effeminate; (adj) 
ladylike, womanish, female, 
womanlike, wifely, weak, maidenly, 
matronly; (v) soft, feminate. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unwomanly. 
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Sunday, when he was intending to go from church to the Hall Farm, Hetty had 
joined the party of upper servants from the Chase and had gone home with 
them--almost as if she were inclined to encourage Mr. Craig.  "She's takin' too 
much likin' to them folks i' the house keeper's room," Mrs. Poyser remarked.  
"For my part, I was never overfond o' gentlefolks's servants--they're mostly like 
the fine ladies' fat dogs, nayther good for barking nor butcher's meat, but on'y for 
show." And another evening she was gone to Treddleston to buy some things; 
though, to his great surprise, as he was returning home, he saw her at a distance 
getting over a stile quite out of the Treddleston road.  But, when he hastened to 
her, she was very kind, and asked him to go in again when he had taken her to 
the yard gate.  She had gone a little farther into the fields after coming from 
Treddleston because she didn't want to go in, she said: it was so nice to be out of 
doors, and her aunt always made such a fuss about it if she wanted to go out.  
"Oh, do come in with me!" she said, as he was going to shake hands with her at 
the gate, and he could not resist that.  So he went in, and Mrs. Poyser was 
contented with only a slight remark on Hetty's being later than was expected; 
while Hetty, who had looked out of spirits when he met her, smiled and talked 
and waited on them all with unusual promptitude.%

That was the last time he had seen her; but he meant to make leisure for 
going to the Farm to-morrow.  To-day, he knew, was her day for going to the 
Chase to sew with the lady's maid, so he would get as much work done as 
possible this evening, that the next might be clear. 

One piece of work that Adam was superintending was some slight repairs at 
the Chase Farm, which had been hitherto occupied by Satchell, as bailiff, but 
which it was now rumoured that the old squire was going to let to a smart man 
in top-boots, who had been seen to ride over it one day.  Nothing but the desire 
to get a tenant could account for the squire's undertaking repairs, though the 
Saturday-evening party at Mr. Casson's agreed over their pipes that no man in 
his senses would take the Chase Farm unless there was a bit more ploughland 
laid to it.  However that might be, the repairs were ordered to be executed with 
all dispatch, and Adam, acting for Mr. Burge, was carrying out the order with his 
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executed: (adj) finished, fulfilled, 
complete. 

ploughland: (n) farmland. 
remark: (n, v) comment, notice, note, 

mention, regard, mind; (adj, n, v) 
observe; (v) perceive, mark, discern; 
(n) observation. 

resist: (n, v) oppose, confront; (v) rebel, 
defy, revolt, endure, reject, protest, 
refuse, impede, fight back. 
ANTONYMS: (v) surrender, yield, 
assent, agree, suppress, favor, accept, 

attract, obey, welcome. 
senses: (adj) sober senses, sound mind; 

(n) reason, mind, conception, 
consciousness, judgment, faculties, 
mother wit, right mind, sanity. 

smart: (adj, n) sharp, quick, bright; (n, 
v) pain; (adj) shrewd, crafty, sly, 
dapper, prompt, astute, intelligent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stupid, scruffy, 
unkempt, dim, shabby, slow, naive, 
unfashionable, unstylish, 
unintelligent, thick. 

spirits: (n) alcohol, booze, humor, 
frame of mind, liqueur, strong drink, 
hard drink; (adj) cheer, geniality, 
good humor; (v) wine. 

tenant: (n) lodger, resident, lessee, 
inhabitant, renter, leaseholder, 
occupier, holder, inmate; (v) occupy, 
inhabit. ANTONYM: (n) proprietor. 

undertaking: (n) promise, attempt, 
project, venture, adventure, 
endeavor, job, effort; (n, v) task, labor, 
business. 
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usual energy.  But to-day, having been occupied elsewhere, he had not been able 
to arrive at the Chase Farm till late in the afternoon, and he then discovered that 
some old roofing, which he had calculated on preserving, had given way.  There 
was clearly no good to be done with this part of the building without pulling it 
all down, and Adam immediately saw in his mind a plan for building it up 
again, so as to make the most convenient of cow-sheds and calf-pens, with a 
hovel for implements; and all without any great expense for materials.  So, when 
the workmen were gone, he sat down, took out his pocket-book, and busied 
himself with sketching a plan, and making a specification of the expenses that he 
might show it to Burge the next morning, and set him on persuading the squire 
to consent.  To "make a good job" of anything, however small, was always a 
pleasure to Adam, and he sat on a block, with his book resting on a planing-
table, whistling low every now and then and turning his head on one side with a 
just perceptible smile of gratification--of pride, too, for if Adam loved a bit of 
good work, he loved also to think, "I did it!"  And I believe the only people who 
are free from that weakness are those who have no work to call their own.  It was 
nearly seven before he had finished and put on his jacket again; and on giving a 
last look round, he observed that Seth, who had been working here to-day, had 
left his basket of tools behind him.  "Why, th' lad's forgot his tools," thought 
Adam, "and he's got to work up at the shop to- morrow.  There never was such a 
chap for wool-gathering; he'd leave his head behind him, if it was loose.  
However, it's lucky I've seen 'em; I'll carry 'em home."%

The buildings of the Chase Farm lay at one extremity of the Chase, at about 
ten minutes' walking distance from the Abbey.  Adam had come thither on his 
pony, intending to ride to the stables and put up his nag on his way home.  At 
the stables he encountered Mr. Craig, who had come to look at the captain's new 
horse, on which he was to ride away the day after to-morrow; and Mr. Craig 
detained him to tell how all the servants were to collect at the gate of the 
courtyard to wish the young squire luck as he rode out; so that by the time Adam 
had got into the Chase, and was striding along with the basket of tools over his 
shoulder, the sun was on the point of setting, and was sending level crimson rays 
among the great trunks of the old oaks, and touching every bare patch of ground 
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courtyard: (n) yard, area, square, 
backyard, atrium, forecourt, bailey, 
cloister, grounds, patio, quad. 

detained: (adj) seized, locked up, 
jailed, intransitive, tardy, inside, 
caged, captive, behind bars; (n) in 
prison, under arrest. 

extremity: (n) end, member, 
boundary, bound, close, appendage, 
limit, limb, ending, fringe, 
conclusion. ANTONYMS: (n) trunk, 
average, minimum, head, leniency. 

implements: (n) equipment, 
apparatus, gear, tackle, rigging, 
outfit, hardware, trappings. 

patch: (v) piece; (n) plot, fleck, darn, 
blot, freckle, bed, maculation, field; 
(n, v) botch, repair. 

preserving: (n) conservation, 
preservation, protection, 
conservancy, embalmment, fixation; 
(adj) saving, frugal, economical, 
protective, thrifty. 

resting: (adj) idle, quiescent, inactive,  

dormant, quiet, sleeping, reclining, 
obligatory, unemployed, asleep; (n) 
repose. 

roofing: (n) trade, ceiling, cover, craft. 
sketching: (n) art, cartographic 

sketching. 
trunks: (n) short pants, pants, luggage, 

Jockey shorts, Jamaica shorts, 
Bermuda shorts, bathing trunks, 
bathing suit, costume, drawers, 
swimming trunks. 
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with a transient glory that made it look like a jewel dropt upon the grass.  The 
wind had fallen now, and there was only enough breeze to stir the delicate-
stemmed leaves.  Any one who had been sitting in the house all day would have 
been glad to walk now; but Adam had been quite enough in the open air to wish 
to shorten his way home, and he bethought himself that he might do so by 
striking across the Chase and going through the Grove, where he had never been 
for years.  He hurried on across the Chase, stalking along the narrow paths 
between the fern, with Gyp at his heels, not lingering to watch the magnificent 
changes of the light--hardly once thinking of it--yet feeling its presence in a 
certain calm happy awe which mingled itself with his busy working-day 
thoughts.  How could he help feeling it?  The very deer felt it, and were more 
timid.%

Presently Adam's thoughts recurred to what Mr. Craig had said about Arthur 
Donnithorne, and pictured his going away, and the changes that might take 
place before he came back; then they travelled back affectionately over the old 
scenes of boyish companionship, and dwelt on Arthur's good qualities, which 
Adam had a pride in, as we all have in the virtues of the superior who honours 
us.  A nature like Adam's, with a great need of love and reverence in it, depends 
for so much of its happiness on what it can believe and feel about others!  And he 
had no ideal world of dead heroes; he knew little of the life of men in the past; he 
must find the beings to whom he could cling with loving admiration among 
those who came within speech of him.  These pleasant thoughts about Arthur 
brought a milder expression than usual into his keen rough face: perhaps they 
were the reason why, when he opened the old green gate leading into the Grove, 
he paused to pat Gyp and say a kind word to him. 

After that pause, he strode on again along the broad winding path through 
the Grove.  What grand beeches!  Adam delighted in a fine tree of all things; as 
the fisherman's sight is keenest on the sea, so Adam's perceptions were more at 
home with trees than with other objects.  He kept them in his memory, as a 
painter does, with all the flecks and knots in their bark, all the curves and angles 
of their boughs, and had often calculated the height and contents of a trunk to a 
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affectionately: (adv) lovingly, 
tenderly, warmly, dearly, caringly, 
devotedly, kindly, ardently, 
cordially, amorously, dotingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disapprovingly, 
frostily, roughly. 

bark: (n, v) skin, yelp, snarl, cry, rind, 
shout; (v) growl, roar; (n) bay, peel, 
crust. ANTONYMS: (n, v) whisper. 

cling: (v) adhere, cleave, stick, cohere, 
hang, attach, grasp, adjoin, clutch, 
grip, hold. ANTONYMS: (v) detach,  

repel, unfasten. 
companionship: (n) company, society, 

fellowship, camaraderie, partnership, 
friendship, fraternity, amity, 
coexistence, brotherhood, 
communion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
animosity, enmity, solitude. 

jewel: (n) gemstone, darling, 
diamond, jewelry, trinket, treasure, 
ornament, idol; (adj, n) bijou, 
precious stone; (adj) brilliant. 

paths: (n) path. 

pictured: (adj) envisioned, portrayed, 
graphic, delineate, delineated, 
impictured, unreal, visualised, 
visualized, impressed. 

shorten: (v) condense, reduce, 
abbreviate, clip, abridge, cut, curtail, 
cut back, contract, compress, dock. 
ANTONYMS: (v) expand, prolong, 
extend, complicate. 

virtues: (n) brawn, sinew, qualities, 
nerve, manner, habit, disposition, 
custom. 
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nicety, as he stood looking at it.  No wonder that, not-withstanding his desire to 
get on, he could not help pausing to look at a curious large beech which he had 
seen standing before him at a turning in the road, and convince himself that it 
was not two trees wedded together, but only one.  For the rest of his life he 
remembered that moment when he was calmly examining the beech, as a man 
remembers his last glimpse of the home where his youth was passed, before the 
road turned, and he saw it no more.  The beech stood at the last turning before 
the Grove ended in an archway of boughs that let in the eastern light; and as 
Adam stepped away from the tree to continue his walk, his eyes fell on two 
figures about twenty yards before him.%

He remained as motionless as a statue, and turned almost as pale.  The two 
figures were standing opposite to each other, with clasped hands about to part; 
and while they were bending to kiss, Gyp, who had been running among the 
brushwood, came out, caught sight of them, and gave a sharp bark.  They 
separated with a start--one hurried through the gate out of the Grove, and the 
other, turning round, walked slowly, with a sort of saunter, towards Adam who 
still stood transfixed and pale, clutching tighter the stick with which he held the 
basket of tools over his shoulder, and looking at the approaching figure with 
eyes in which amazement was fast turning to fierceness. 

Arthur Donnithorne looked flushed and excited; he had tried to make 
unpleasant feelings more bearable by drinking a little more wine than usual at 
dinner to-day, and was still enough under its flattering influence to think more 
lightly of this unwished-for rencontre with Adam than he would otherwise have 
done.  After all, Adam was the best person who could have happened to see him 
and Hetty together--he was a sensible fellow, and would not babble about it to 
other people.  Arthur felt confident that he could laugh the thing off and explain 
it away.  And so he sauntered forward with elaborate carelessness--his flushed 
face, his evening dress of fine cloth and fine linen, his hands half-thrust into his 
waistcoat pockets, all shone upon by the strange evening light which the light 
clouds had caught up even to the zenith, and were now shedding down between 
the topmost branches above him. 
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babble: (n, v) drivel, gossip, chat, 
burble, prattle; (v) ripple, gab, talk, 
blab, smatter, bubble. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) stillness, quietness; (n) sense. 

brushwood: (n) brush, underwood, 
undergrowth, brake, scrub, 
underbrush, firewood, spinney, 
thicket, bushes, copse. 

clutching: (n) locking. 
fierceness: (n) ferocity, violence, 

cruelty, force, brutality, rage, 
intensity, strength, vehemence,  

wildness, ferociousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
calmness, meekness. 

nicety: (n) detail, exactness, 
fastidiousness, nuance, refinement, 
exactitude, justness, precision, 
correctness, daintiness, elegance. 

saunter: (n, v) ramble, amble, walk, 
wander, promenade, hike; (adv, v) 
loiter, linger, lag; (v) roam, meander. 

transfixed: (adj) fascinated, 
hypnotized, mesmerised,  

mesmerized, hypnotised, stranded; 
(v) engrossed in, wrapped in, 
absorbed, rapt; (adv) aground. 

wedded: (adj, v) marital, connubial, 
matrimonial, conjugal, wed; (adj) 
nuptial, bridal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unmarried, unattached. 

zenith: (n) apex, peak, top, height, 
acme, pinnacle, summit, climax, 
vertex, culmination, prime. 
ANTONYMS: (n) base, bottom, 
trough. 
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Adam was still motionless, looking at him as he came up.  He understood it 
all now--the locket and everything else that had been doubtful to him: a terrible 
scorching light showed him the hidden letters that changed the meaning of the 
past.  If he had moved a muscle, he must inevitably have sprung upon Arthur 
like a tiger; and in the conflicting emotions that filled those long moments, he 
had told himself that he would not give loose to passion, he would only speak 
the right thing.  He stood as if petrified by an unseen force, but the force was his 
own strong will.%

"Well, Adam," said Arthur, "you've been looking at the fine old beeches, eh?  
They're not to be come near by the hatchet, though; this is a sacred grove.  I 
overtook pretty little Hetty Sorrel as I was coming to my den--the Hermitage, 
there.  She ought not to come home this way so late.  So I took care of her to the 
gate, and asked for a kiss for my pains.  But I must get back now, for this road is 
confoundedly damp.  Good-night, Adam.  I shall see you to-morrow--to say 
good-bye, you know." 

Arthur was too much preoccupied with the part he was playing himself to be 
thoroughly aware of the expression in Adam's face.  He did not look directly at 
Adam, but glanced carelessly round at the trees and then lifted up one foot to 
look at the sole of his boot.  He cared to say no more--he had thrown quite dust 
enough into honest Adam's eyes--and as he spoke the last words, he walked on. 

"Stop a bit, sir," said Adam, in a hard peremptory voice, without turning 
round.  "I've got a word to say to you." 

Arthur paused in surprise.  Susceptible persons are more affected by a 
change of tone than by unexpected words, and Arthur had the susceptibility of a 
nature at once affectionate and vain.  He was still more surprised when he saw 
that Adam had not moved, but stood with his back to him, as if summoning him 
to return.  What did he mean?  He was going to make a serious business of this 
affair.  Arthur felt his temper rising.  A patronising disposition always has its 
meaner side, and in the confusion of his irritation and alarm there entered the 
feeling that a man to whom he had shown so much favour as to Adam was not in 
a position to criticize his conduct.  And yet he was dominated, as one who feels 
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confoundedly: (adj) tremendously, 
severely, desperately, with a 
vengeance; (adv) confusedly, 
accursedly, abashedly, bewilderedly, 
cursedly, puzzledly, extremely. 

hatchet: (n) tomahawk, chopper, adze, 
winter virgin, weapon; (v) cut, hack, 
hew; (adj) pickax, mattock, pick. 

overtook: (v) overtake. 
patronising: (adj) patronizing, 

condescending, arch, superior. 
peremptory: (adj) imperious,  

commanding, dictatorial, 
overbearing, decisive, magisterial; 
(adj, v) authoritative, dogmatic, flat, 
absolute; (v) decided. ANTONYM: 
(adj) polite. 

petrified: (adj) mineralized, 
motionless, frightened, scared, numb, 
stiff, harder, firm, mineral, like a 
statue, lacking sensation. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mobile, fearless. 

scorching: (adj) hot, sweltering, 
scalding, baking, broiling, boiling,  

sultry, stifling, torrid; (v) fiery, 
flaming. ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, 
fresh, cool. 

susceptibility: (n) sensitivity, liability, 
impressibility, inclination, capability, 
sensibility, susceptibleness, 
receptivity, responsiveness, 
proclivity, tendency. ANTONYMS: 
(n) resistance, insensitivity. 

tiger: (adj) fury, dragon, demon; (n) 
hostler, cat, jockey, ostler, big cat, 
endangered, Alecto, monster. 
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himself in the wrong always is, by the man whose good opinion he cares for.  In 
spite of pride and temper, there was as much deprecation as anger in his voice 
when he said, "What do you mean, Adam?"%

"I mean, sir"--answered Adam, in the same harsh voice, still without turning 
round--"I mean, sir, that you don't deceive me by your light words.  This is not 
the first time you've met Hetty Sorrel in this grove, and this is not the first time 
you've kissed her." 

Arthur felt a startled uncertainty how far Adam was speaking from 
knowledge, and how far from mere inference.  And this uncertainty, which 
prevented him from contriving a prudent answer, heightened his irritation.  He 
said, in a high sharp tone, "Well, sir, what then?" 

"Why, then, instead of acting like th' upright, honourable man we've all 
believed you to be, you've been acting the part of a selfish light-minded 
scoundrel.  You know as well as I do what it's to lead to when a gentleman like 
you kisses and makes love to a young woman like Hetty, and gives her presents 
as she's frightened for other folks to see.  And I say it again, you're acting the part 
of a selfish light-minded scoundrel though it cuts me to th' heart to say so, and 
I'd rather ha' lost my right hand." 

"Let me tell you, Adam," said Arthur, bridling his growing anger and trying 
to recur to his careless tone, "you're not only devilishly impertinent, but you're 
talking nonsense.  Every pretty girl is not such a fool as you, to suppose that 
when a gentleman admires her beauty and pays her a little attention, he must 
mean something particular.  Every man likes to flirt with a pretty girl, and every 
pretty girl likes to be flirted with.  The wider the distance between them, the less 
harm there is, for then she's not likely to deceive herself." 

"I don't know what you mean by flirting," said Adam, "but if you mean 
behaving to a woman as if you loved her, and yet not loving her all the while, I 
say that's not th' action of an honest man, and what isn't honest does come t' 
harm.  I'm not a fool, and you're not a fool, and you know better than what 
you're saying.  You know it couldn't be made public as you've behaved to Hetty 
as y' have done without her losing her character and bringing shame and trouble 
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contriving: (adj) designing, deep, 
calculating, shifty. 

deprecation: (n) defamation, 
condemnation, disparagement, 
denigration, calumny, aspersion, 
censure, disfavour, denunciation, 
blame, criticism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
approval, commendation. 

devilishly: (adv) diabolically, 
satanically, infernally, devilish, 
hellishly, demoniacally, madly, 
wickedly; (adj, adv) deucedly; (adj)  

desperately, confoundedly. 
impertinent: (adj) fresh, pert, saucy, 

forward, audacious, brash, brazen, 
extraneous, discourteous, 
disrespectful, flippant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) respectful, polite, courteous. 

inference: (n) corollary, implication, 
illation, conclusion, assumption, 
judgment, surmise, derivation, 
analogy, guess, result. ANTONYM: 
(n) fact. 

prevented: (adj) disallowed, barred,  

banned. ANTONYM: (adj) legitimate. 
prudent: (adj, v) discreet; (adj) 

cautious, circumspect, reasonable, 
chary, economical, careful, frugal, 
deliberate, advisable, canny. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) imprudent, 
reckless, spendthrift, stupid, careless, 
unwise, unsafe, tactless. 

recur: (v) resort, repeat, go back, 
reappear, duplicate, revert, return, 
persist, fall back, cycle, circulate. 
ANTONYM: (v) cease. 
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on her and her relations.  What if you meant nothing by your kissing and your 
presents?  Other folks won't believe as you've meant nothing; and don't tell me 
about her not deceiving herself.  I tell you as you've filled her mind so with the 
thought of you as it'll mayhap poison her life, and she'll never love another man 
as 'ud make her a good husband." 

Arthur had felt a sudden relief while Adam was speaking; he perceived that 
Adam had no positive knowledge of the past, and that there was no irrevocable 
damage done by this evening's unfortunate rencontre.  Adam could still be 
deceived.  The candid Arthur had brought himself into a position in which 
successful lying was his only hope.  The hope allayed his anger a little.%

"Well, Adam," he said, in a tone of friendly concession, "you're perhaps right.  
Perhaps I've gone a little too far in taking notice of the pretty little thing and 
stealing a kiss now and then.  You're such a grave, steady fellow, you don't 
understand the temptation to such trifling.  I'm sure I wouldn't bring any trouble 
or annoyance on her and the good Poysers on any account if I could help it.  But I 
think you look a little too seriously at it.  You know I'm going away immediately, 
so I shan't make any more mistakes of the kind.  But let us say good-night"--
Arthur here turned round to walk on--"and talk no more about the matter.  The 
whole thing will soon be forgotten." 

"No, by God!" Adam burst out with rage that could be controlled no longer, 
throwing down the basket of tools and striding forward till he was right in front 
of Arthur.  All his jealousy and sense of personal injury, which he had been 
hitherto trying to keep under, had leaped up and mastered him.  What man of 
us, in the first moments of a sharp agony, could ever feel that the fellow- man 
who has been the medium of inflicting it did not mean to hurt us?  In our 
instinctive rebellion against pain, we are children again, and demand an active 
will to wreak our vengeance on.  Adam at this moment could only feel that he 
had been robbed of Hetty-- robbed treacherously by the man in whom he had 
trusted--and he stood close in front of Arthur, with fierce eyes glaring at him, 
with pale lips and clenched hands, the hard tones in which he had hitherto been 
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allayed: (adj) quenched, slaked. 
clenched: (adj) tight, clinched. 
deceived: (adj) mistaken, misguided. 
deceiving: (adj) deceptive, deceitful, 

cheating, fallacious, dishonest, lying, 
treacherous, imposing, delusive, 
sanctimonious, mistaken. 
ANTONYM: (adj) correct. 

irrevocable: (adj) irrecoverable, final, 
irreparable, irremediable, 
irredeemable, conclusive, 
irreclaimable, unchangeable, fixed;  

(adj, v) irretrievable, inevitable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) revocable, 
superficial, provisional, flexible, 
impermanent. 

mastered: (adj) down pat, low, 
downhearted, perfecter, dispirited, 
depressed, declining, downcast, 
down in the mouth, cut down, 
beaten. 

robbed: (adj) plundered, rubato, 
fleeced, borrowed, bereft. 

treacherously: (adv) faithlessly,  

traitorously, dishonestly, 
perfidiously, unsafely, deceitfully, 
precariously, dangerously, 
perilously, untruely, fraudulently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) firmly, honestly, 
loyally, safely. 

vengeance: (n) retribution, reprisal, 
retaliation, requital, avengement, 
wrath, vendetta, spite, revengeance; 
(n, v) avenge, resentment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) forgiveness, 
acceptance. 
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constraining himself to express no more than a just indignation giving way to a 
deep agitated voice that seemed to shake him as he spoke.%

"No, it'll not be soon forgot, as you've come in between her and me, when she 
might ha' loved me--it'll not soon be forgot as you've robbed me o' my happiness, 
while I thought you was my best friend, and a noble-minded man, as I was 
proud to work for.  And you've been kissing her, and meaning nothing, have 
you?  And I never kissed her i' my life--but I'd ha' worked hard for years for the 
right to kiss her.  And you make light of it.  You think little o' doing what may 
damage other folks, so as you get your bit o' trifling, as means nothing.  I throw 
back your favours, for you're not the man I took you for.  I'll never count you my 
friend any more.  I'd rather you'd act as my enemy, and fight me where I stand--
it's all th' amends you can make me." 

Poor Adam, possessed by rage that could find no other vent, began to throw 
off his coat and his cap, too blind with passion to notice the change that had 
taken place in Arthur while he was speaking.  Arthur's lips were now as pale as 
Adam's; his heart was beating violently.  The discovery that Adam loved Hetty 
was a shock which made him for the moment see himself in the light of Adam's 
indignation, and regard Adam's suffering as not merely a consequence, but an 
element of his error.  The words of hatred and contempt--the first he had ever 
heard in his life--seemed like scorching missiles that were making ineffaceable 
scars on him.  All screening self-excuse, which rarely falls quite away while 
others respect us, forsook him for an instant, and he stood face to face with the 
first great irrevocable evil he had ever committed.  He was only twenty-one, and 
three months ago--nay, much later--he had thought proudly that no man should 
ever be able to reproach him justly.  His first impulse, if there had been time for 
it, would perhaps have been to utter words of propitiation; but Adam had no 
sooner thrown off his coat and cap than he became aware that Arthur was 
standing pale and motionless, with his hands still thrust in his waistcoat pockets. 

"What!" he said, "won't you fight me like a man?  You know I won't strike 
you while you stand so." 

"Go away, Adam," said Arthur, "I don't want to fight you." 
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constraining: (prep) cogent, 
conclusive, forcible, powerful; (adj) 
compelling, exigent, awkward, close, 
limiting, forceful; (v) constrain. 

impulse: (n) pulse, urge, impulsion, 
force, motive, whim, drive, goad, 
motivation, momentum, incentive. 
ANTONYMS: (n) aversion, 
disincentive, disinclination. 

ineffaceable: (adj) permanent, 
ineradicable, fixed, impossible to 
remove, fast, burnt in, inburnt; (n)  

inveterate. 
motionless: (adj) inactive, inert, 

immobile, stationary, fixed, 
unmoving, quiescent, dead, torpid; 
(adj, adv) calm, at rest. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) mobile, active, alive, flowing. 

propitiation: (n) expiation, 
appeasement, conciliation, 
satisfaction, mediation, redemption, 
placation, reconciliation, 
reconcilement, recompense, 
reclamation. 

proudly: (adv) haughtily, arrogantly, 
superciliously, boastfully, vainly, 
splendidly, stately, loftily, snootily, 
disdainfully, conceitedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) humbly, 
modestly. 

scars: (n) seams. 
vent: (n) exit, opening, flue, chimney, 

escape, blowhole; (n, v) discharge, 
air, release; (v) emit, ventilate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) door, closure; (v) 
block, suppress. 
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"No," said Adam, bitterly; "you don't want to fight me--you think I'm a 
common man, as you can injure without answering for it." 

"I never meant to injure you," said Arthur, with returning anger.  "I didn't 
know you loved her." 

"But you've made her love you," said Adam.  "You're a double-faced man--I'll 
never believe a word you say again." 

"Go away, I tell you," said Arthur, angrily, "or we shall both repent." 
"No," said Adam, with a convulsed voice, "I swear I won't go away without 

fighting you.  Do you want provoking any more?  I tell you you're a coward and 
a scoundrel, and I despise you." 

The colour had all rushed back to Arthur's face; in a moment his right hand 
was clenched, and dealt a blow like lightning, which sent Adam staggering 
backward.  His blood was as thoroughly up as Adam's now, and the two men, 
forgetting the emotions that had gone before, fought with the instinctive 
fierceness of panthers in the deepening twilight darkened by the trees.  The 
delicate-handed gentleman was a match for the workman in everything but 
strength, and Arthur's skill enabled him to protract the struggle for some long 
moments.  But between unarmed men the battle is to the strong, where the 
strong is no blunderer, and Arthur must sink under a well-planted blow of 
Adam's as a steel rod is broken by an iron bar.  The blow soon came, and Arthur 
fell, his head lying concealed in a tuft of fern, so that Adam could only discern 
his darkly clad body.%

He stood still in the dim light waiting for Arthur to rise. 
The blow had been given now, towards which he had been straining all the 

force of nerve and muscle--and what was the good of it?  What had he done by 
fighting?  Only satisfied his own passion, only wreaked his own vengeance.  He 
had not rescued Hetty, nor changed the past--there it was, just as it had been, 
and he sickened at the vanity of his own rage. 

But why did not Arthur rise?  He was perfectly motionless, and the time 
seemed long to Adam.  Good God! had the blow been too much for him?  Adam 
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blunderer: (n) fumbler, incompetent, 
blunder, blunderhead, oaf, blooper, 
bumbler, butcher, fuckup, bloomer, 
stumbler. 

clad: (adj) dressed, attired, clothed, 
coated, garbed; (n) cladding; (prep) 
gowned; (v) costume, shod, dress, 
attire. ANTONYMS: (adj) undressed, 
unclothed. 

deepening: (n) amplification, 
aggravation. 

injure: (n, v) damage, harm, impair;  

(v) contuse, disfigure, maim, bruise, 
blemish, wound, insult; (adj, v) abuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) heal, enable, repair, 
protect, help. 

lightning: (n) levin, electricity, 
thunderbolt, Leven, ignis fatuus, heat 
lightning, forked lightning, fetter, 
dart, chain lightning; (adj) wind. 

panthers: (n) order Carnivora, lions, 
dogs, Carnivora, bears, jackals. 

protract: (v) extend, draw out, delay, 
lengthen, defer, procrastinate,  

continue, postpone, elongate, keep 
up; (adj) produce. ANTONYMS: (v) 
curtail, shorten, quit. 

sickened: (adj) aghast, horrified, 
appalled, shocked. 

tuft: (n) wisp, crest, cluster, truss, 
knot, fagot, tassel, strand, thicket, 
curl; (adj, n) feather. 

unarmed: (adj) naked, unprotected, 
open, simple, destitute, bare; (v) 
weaponless, harmless, unfortified, 
vincible, untenable. 
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shuddered at the thought of his own strength, as with the oncoming of this 
dread he knelt down by Arthur's side and lifted his head from among the fern.  
There was no sign of life: the eyes and teeth were set.  The horror that rushed 
over Adam completely mastered him, and forced upon him its own belief.  He 
could feel nothing but that death was in Arthur's face, and that he was helpless 
before it.  He made not a single movement, but knelt like an image of despair 
gazing at an image of death.%
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despair: (n) disappointment, 
desolation, dejection, melancholy, 
gloom, desperation, depression, 
dismay, discouragement, pessimism, 
sorrow. ANTONYMS: (n) happiness, 
hopefulness, expectation, joy, cheer, 
cheerfulness, resilience, elation, 
joyfulness. 

dread: (n, v) apprehension, fear, panic; 
(n) anxiety, awe, consternation, 
alarm, trepidation, dismay, 
foreboding, terror. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) pleasing, welcomed, pleasant; 
(v) welcome, want; (n) reassurance, 
fearlessness, confidence, security, 
ease, calm. 

gazing: (adj) fixed. 
horror: (n) abomination, abhorrence, 

dismay, fear, fright, revulsion, alarm, 
repulsion, anxiety; (adj, n) dread, 
terror. ANTONYMS: (n) delight, 
attraction, proclivity, bravery, calm, 
confidence, security. 

image: (n, v) picture, fancy, design; (n) 

impression, conception, effigy, idea, 
form, resemblance, epitome; (v) 
depict. ANTONYM: (n) reality. 

oncoming: (adj) approaching, 
impending, imminent, nearing, 
upcoming, moving; (n) onset, attack. 

teeth: (v) mortar and pestle, gristmill, 
nutmeg grater, grater, file, arrastra, 
rasp, mill, unguis, tentacle; (n) gear 
teeth. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI I I  

 
A  D ILEMMA  

 
 

It was only a few minutes measured by the clock--though Adam always 
thought it had been a long while--before he perceived a gleam of consciousness 
in Arthur's face and a slight shiver through his frame.  The intense joy that 
flooded his soul brought back some of the old affection with it.%

"Do you feel any pain, sir?" he said, tenderly, loosening Arthur's cravat. 
Arthur turned his eyes on Adam with a vague stare which gave way to a 

slightly startled motion as if from the shock of returning memory.  But he only 
shivered again and said nothing. 

"Do you feel any hurt, sir?" Adam said again, with a trembling in his voice. 
Arthur put his hand up to his waistcoat buttons, and when Adam had 

unbuttoned it, he took a longer breath.  "Lay my head down," he said, faintly, 
"and get me some water if you can." 

Adam laid the head down gently on the fern again, and emptying the tools 
out of the flag-basket, hurried through the trees to the edge of the Grove 
bordering on the Chase, where a brook ran below the bank. 
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bordering: (adj) abutting, adjoining, 
conterminous, contiguous, frontier, 
next, neighboring, nearby, near, 
approximate, fringent. 

buttons: (n) bellboy, peyote. 
emptying: (n) evacuation, draining, 

discharge, voidance, drainage, 
remotion, removal, voiding, 
elimination, unloading; (adj) 
cathartic. 

flooded: (adj) swamped, inundated, 
engulfed, afloat, submerged,  

waterlogged, soaked, busy, weak, 
teeming, swarming. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) idle, clear. 

loosening: (n) relaxation, unfastening, 
ease, undoing, liberalization, 
adjustment, alteration, liberalisation, 
easiness; (adj) solutive, laxative. 

perceived: (adj) sensed, apparent, 
supposed, professed, ostensible. 

shiver: (n, v) shake, tremble, shudder, 
fragment, thrill, splinter, tingle; (v) 
quake, shatter, palpitate; (adj, v)  

break. 
stare: (n, v) gaze, look; (v) gape, glare, 

peer, squint, goggle, see, outface; (n) 
regard, contemplation. ANTONYM: 
(v) glance. 

trees: (n) foliage. 
unbuttoned: (adj) unobstructed, 

untrammeled, unchecked, 
unconfined, unprevented, 
unhindered, uncaught, unrestrained, 
unlaced, unfastened, unconstrained. 
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When he returned with his basket leaking, but still half-full, Arthur looked at 
him with a more thoroughly reawakened consciousness.%

"Can you drink a drop out o' your hand, sir?" said Adam, kneeling down 
again to lift up Arthur's head. 

"No," said Arthur, "dip my cravat in and souse it on my head." 
The water seemed to do him some good, for he presently raised himself a 

little higher, resting on Adam's arm. 
"Do you feel any hurt inside sir?" Adam asked again 
"No--no hurt," said Arthur, still faintly, "but rather done up." 
After a while he said, "I suppose I fainted away when you knocked me 

down." 
"Yes, sir, thank God," said Adam.  "I thought it was worse." 
"What!  You thought you'd done for me, eh?  Come help me on my legs." 
"I feel terribly shaky and dizzy," Arthur said, as he stood leaning on Adam's 

arm; "that blow of yours must have come against me like a battering-ram.  I don't 
believe I can walk alone." 

"Lean on me, sir; I'll get you along," said Adam.  "Or, will you sit down a bit 
longer, on my coat here, and I'll prop y' up.  You'll perhaps be better in a minute 
or two." 

"No," said Arthur.  "I'll go to the Hermitage--I think I've got some brandy 
there.  There's a short road to it a little farther on, near the gate.  If you'll just help 
me on." 

They walked slowly, with frequent pauses, but without speaking again.  In 
both of them, the concentration in the present which had attended the first 
moments of Arthur's revival had now given way to a vivid recollection of the 
previous scene.  It was nearly dark in the narrow path among the trees, but 
within the circle of fir-trees round the Hermitage there was room for the growing 
moonlight to enter in at the windows.  Their steps were noiseless on the thick 
carpet of fir-needles, and the outward stillness seemed to heighten their inward 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

attended: (adj) attent, fraught, tended 
to. 

heighten: (v) amplify, enlarge, 
aggravate, raise, deepen, elevate, 
boost, grow, expand, compound, 
advance. ANTONYMS: (v) alleviate, 
damage, decrease, improve, lessen. 

kneeling: (n) homage, kowtow, 
kneelingly, prostration, genuflexion, 
genuflection, curtsy, courtesy, 
obeisance. 

leaking: (n) leak, leakage; (adj)  

unseaworthy, blabbermouthed. 
moonlight: (adj, n) moonshine; (n) 

moonbeam, moonglade, occupation, 
lunation, lunar month, labor; (n, v) 
work; (v) pilfer, do work; (adj) 
moonshiny. 

noiseless: (adj) quiet, silent, soundless, 
hushed, voiceless, mute, stealthy, 
dumb, soft, calm, tranquil. 
ANTONYM: (adj) heavy. 

prop: (n, v) support, buttress, brace, 
shore, rest; (n) post, fulcrum,  

property, mainstay; (v) bolster, hold. 
shaky: (adj) precarious, ramshackle, 

insecure, unsafe, unstable, unsteady, 
wobbly, tottery, trembling; (adj, v) 
crazy, broken. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
steady, stable, strong, watertight, 
sound, hard, composed, alert, safe, 
secure, promising. 

souse: (n, v) soak; (adj, v) plunge, 
immerse; (v) douse, drench, saturate, 
dunk, duck; (n) drunk, sot, 
drenching. 
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consciousness, as Arthur took the key out of his pocket and placed it in Adam's 
hand, for him to open the door.  Adam had not known before that Arthur had 
furnished the old Hermitage and made it a retreat for himself, and it was a 
surprise to him when he opened the door to see a snug room with all the signs of 
frequent habitation.%

Arthur loosed Adam's arm and threw himself on the ottoman.  "You'll see my 
hunting-bottle somewhere," he said.  "A leather case with a bottle and glass in." 

Adam was not long in finding the case.  "There's very little brandy in it, sir," 
he said, turning it downwards over the glass, as he held it before the window; 
"hardly this little glassful." 

"Well, give me that," said Arthur, with the peevishness of physical 
depression.  When he had taken some sips, Adam said, "Hadn't I better run to th' 
house, sir, and get some more brandy?  I can be there and back pretty soon.  It'll 
be a stiff walk home for you, if you don't have something to revive you." 

"Yes--go.  But don't say I'm ill.  Ask for my man Pym, and tell him to get it 
from Mills, and not to say I'm at the Hermitage.  Get some water too." 

Adam was relieved to have an active task--both of them were relieved to be 
apart from each other for a short time.  But Adam's swift pace could not still the 
eager pain of thinking--of living again with concentrated suffering through the 
last wretched hour, and looking out from it over all the new sad future. 

Arthur lay still for some minutes after Adam was gone, but presently he rose 
feebly from the ottoman and peered about slowly in the broken moonlight, 
seeking something.  It was a short bit of wax candle that stood amongst a 
confusion of writing and drawing materials.  There was more searching for the 
means of lighting the candle, and when that was done, he went cautiously round 
the room, as if wishing to assure himself of the presence or absence of something.  
At last he had found a slight thing, which he put first in his pocket, and then, on 
a second thought, took out again and thrust deep down into a waste-paper 
basket.  It was a woman's little, pink, silk neckerchief.  He set the candle on the 
table, and threw himself down on the ottoman again, exhausted with the effort. 
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downwards: (adv) down, downhill, 
downwardly. ANTONYM: (adv) up. 

feebly: (adv) faintly, 
unenthusiastically, dimly, hopelessly, 
unproductively, unpersuasively, 
unconvincingly, uncertainly, 
reluctantly, powerlessly, insipidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) robustly, 
confidently, domineeringly, 
vehemently, stubbornly, strongly, 
effectively, convincingly, 
competently, admirably,  

wholeheartedly. 
furnished: (adj) fitted, arranged, 

privileged, instruct, carrying 
weapons, equipt, enlightened; (v) 
provide, furnish, begone, beset. 

revive: (v) refresh, invigorate, quicken, 
renew, renovate, restore, resuscitate, 
animate, awake, repair, recreate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) demoralize, kill, 
slay, stagnate, abandon, die, drain. 

snug: (adj, v) cosy, trim; (adj) cozy, 
easy, comfy, tight, close, warm,  

secure, homely; (v) neat. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) baggy, 
uncomfortable, unwelcoming, bleak, 
formal, loose. 

wretched: (adj) unfortunate, pitiful, 
sad, pitiable, woeful, pathetic, 
piteous, lamentable; (adj, v) poor, 
unhappy, forlorn. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fine, strong, fortunate, overjoyed, 
nice, admirable, good, cheery, joyous, 
lucky, comfortable. 
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When Adam came back with his supplies, his entrance awoke Arthur from a 
doze.%

"That's right," Arthur said; "I'm tremendously in want of some brandy-
vigour." 

"I'm glad to see you've got a light, sir," said Adam.  "I've been thinking I'd 
better have asked for a lanthorn." 

"No, no; the candle will last long enough--I shall soon be up to walking home 
now." 

"I can't go before I've seen you safe home, sir," said Adam, hesitatingly. 
"No: it will be better for you to stay--sit down." 
Adam sat down, and they remained opposite to each other in uneasy silence, 

while Arthur slowly drank brandy-and-water, with visibly renovating effect.  He 
began to lie in a more voluntary position, and looked as if he were less 
overpowered by bodily sensations.  Adam was keenly alive to these indications, 
and as his anxiety about Arthur's condition began to be allayed, he felt more of 
that impatience which every one knows who has had his just indignation 
suspended by the physical state of the culprit.  Yet there was one thing on his 
mind to be done before he could recur to remonstrance: it was to confess what 
had been unjust in his own words.  Perhaps he longed all the more to make this 
confession, that his indignation might be free again; and as he saw the signs of 
returning ease in Arthur, the words again and again came to his lips and went 
back, checked by the thought that it would be better to leave everything till to-
morrow.  As long as they were silent they did not look at each other, and a 
foreboding came across Adam that if they began to speak as though they 
remembered the past--if they looked at each other with full recognition--they 
must take fire again.  So they sat in silence till the bit of wax candle flickered low 
in the socket, the silence all the while becoming more irksome to Adam.  Arthur 
had just poured out some more brandy-and-water, and he threw one arm behind 
his head and drew up one leg in an attitude of recovered ease, which was an 
irresistible temptation to Adam to speak what was on his mind. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

awoke: (adj) awakened. 
culprit: (adj, n) convict; (n) delinquent, 

accused, malefactor, perpetrator, 
transgressor, prisoner, sinner, 
offender; (adj) guilty, felon. 

hesitatingly: (adv) indecisively, 
irresolutely, hesitating, waveringly, 
doubtfully, undecidedly, 
vacillatingly, falteringly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unhesitatingly. 

impatience: (n) annoyance, eagerness, 
anger, intolerance, restlessness,  

fidget, nervousness, fidgetiness, 
enthusiasm, edginess; (adj) 
nonendurance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
calmness, endurance, apathy. 

irksome: (adj, v) wearisome, tiresome; 
(adj) boring, dull, annoying, tedious, 
trying, burdensome, bothersome, 
irritating, prosaic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
delightful, pleasant, refreshing, 
soothing. 

tremendously: (adv) hugely, awfully, 
greatly, terrifically, wonderfully,  

immensely, marvelously, vastly, 
dreadfully, excellently; (adj, adv) 
severely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
insignificantly, somewhat, hardly, 
abysmally. 

visibly: (adv) apparently, noticeably, 
manifestly, obviously, plainly, 
perceptibly, appreciably, clearly, 
discernibly, overtly, conspicuously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) imperceptibly, 
invisibly, secretly, ambiguously. 
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"You begin to feel more yourself again, sir," he said, as the candle went out 
and they were half-hidden from each other in the faint moonlight.%

"Yes: I don't feel good for much--very lazy, and not inclined to move; but I'll 
go home when I've taken this dose." 

There was a slight pause before Adam said, "My temper got the better of me, 
and I said things as wasn't true.  I'd no right to speak as if you'd known you was 
doing me an injury: you'd no grounds for knowing it; I've always kept what I felt 
for her as secret as I could." 

He paused again before he went on. 
"And perhaps I judged you too harsh--I'm apt to be harsh--and you may have 

acted out o' thoughtlessness more than I should ha' believed was possible for a 
man with a heart and a conscience.  We're not all put together alike, and we may 
misjudge one another.  God knows, it's all the joy I could have now, to think the 
best of you." 

Arthur wanted to go home without saying any more--he was too painfully 
embarrassed in mind, as well as too weak in body, to wish for any further 
explanation to-night.  And yet it was a relief to him that Adam reopened the 
subject in a way the least difficult for him to answer.  Arthur was in the wretched 
position of an open, generous man who has committed an error which makes 
deception seem a necessity.  The native impulse to give truth in return for truth, 
to meet trust with frank confession, must be suppressed, and duty was becoming 
a question of tactics.  His deed was reacting upon him--was already governing 
him tyrannously and forcing him into a course that jarred with his habitual 
feelings.  The only aim that seemed admissible to him now was to deceive Adam 
to the utmost: to make Adam think better of him than he deserved.  And when 
he heard the words of honest retractation--when he heard the sad appeal with 
which Adam ended--he was obliged to rejoice in the remains of ignorant 
confidence it implied.  He did not answer immediately, for he had to be judicious 
and not truthful. 
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admissible: (adj) receivable, plausible, 
permissible, passable, tolerable, 
justifiable, legitimate, 
unobjectionable, allowable, 
admittable; (adj, n) relevant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inadmissible, 
illegitimate, illegal, inapplicable, 
intolerable, irrelevant, unallowable, 
unfair, unsuitable, wrong, unjust. 

deed: (n) accomplishment, act, feat, 
behavior, action, exploit, covenant, 
doing, document, title, fact.  

ANTONYM: (n) failure. 
misjudge: (v) err, misunderstand, 

underrate, miscalculate, misconstrue, 
misthink, underestimate, misread, 
misinterpret, undervalue, 
misapprehend. ANTONYMS: (v) 
underestimate, appreciate, interpret, 
overestimate, understand. 

suppressed: (adj) stifled, smothered, 
strangled, repressed, downtrodden, 
buried, hidden, pent-up, latent, 
untold; (n) subordinate.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) publicized, overt. 
thoughtlessness: (n) inconsideration, 

rashness, carelessness, 
impulsiveness, imprudence, 
indiscretion, heedlessness, bluntness, 
foolhardiness, neglect, negligence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) thoughtfulness, 
care, responsibility, carefulness, 
caution, wisdom, diplomacy, 
sensitivity. 

tyrannously: (adv) despotically, 
oppressively, despoticly. 
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"Say no more about our anger, Adam," he said, at last, very languidly, for the 
labour of speech was unwelcome to him; "I forgive your momentary injustice--it 
was quite natural, with the exaggerated notions you had in your mind.  We shall 
be none the worse friends in future, I hope, because we've fought.  You had the 
best of it, and that was as it should be, for I believe I've been most in the wrong 
of the two.  Come, let us shake hands." 

Arthur held out his hand, but Adam sat still.%

"I don't like to say 'No' to that, sir," he said, "but I can't shake hands till it's 
clear what we mean by't.  I was wrong when I spoke as if you'd done me an 
injury knowingly, but I wasn't wrong in what I said before, about your 
behaviour t' Hetty, and I can't shake hands with you as if I held you my friend 
the same as ever till you've cleared that up better." 

Arthur swallowed his pride and resentment as he drew back his hand.  He 
was silent for some moments, and then said, as indifferently as he could, "I don't 
know what you mean by clearing up, Adam.  I've told you already that you think 
too seriously of a little flirtation.  But if you are right in supposing there is any 
danger in it--I'm going away on Saturday, and there will be an end of it.  As for 
the pain it has given you, I'm heartily sorry for it.  I can say no more." 

Adam said nothing, but rose from his chair and stood with his face towards 
one of the windows, as if looking at the blackness of the moonlit fir-trees; but he 
was in reality conscious of nothing but the conflict within him.  It was of no use 
now--his resolution not to speak till to-morrow.  He must speak there and then.  
But it was several minutes before he turned round and stepped nearer to Arthur, 
standing and looking down on him as he lay. 

"It'll be better for me to speak plain," he said, with evident effort, "though it's 
hard work.  You see, sir, this isn't a trifle to me, whatever it may be to you.  I'm 
none o' them men as can go making love first to one woman and then t' another, 
and don't think it much odds which of 'em I take.  What I feel for Hetty's a 
different sort o' love, such as I believe nobody can know much about but them as 
feel it and God as has given it to 'em.  She's more nor everything else to me, all 
but my conscience and my good name.  And if it's true what you've been saying 
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blackness: (n) black, darkness, sable, 
gloom, nigritude, night, inkiness, 
dark, murk, murkiness, obscurity. 

exaggerated: (adj) extravagant, 
theatrical, immoderate, inflated, 
overdone, hyperbolic, magnified, 
pretentious, overstated, excessive; 
(adj, v) hypertrophied. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) restrained, unembellished, 
minimized. 

knowingly: (adj, adv, v) wittingly; 
(adv) intentionally, consciously,  

designedly, shrewdly, on purpose, 
purposely, wisely, wilfully, 
ingeniously; (adv, v) by design. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) accidentally, 
unintentionally, unwittingly, openly.

resentment: (n) grudge, displeasure, 
indignation, anger, ill will, rancor, 
umbrage, rage, envy, grievance, 
passion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
friendliness, happiness, contentment, 
calm. 

supposing: (adv) admitting,  

conditionally, in case; (n) 
supposition, conjecture, thought, 
theory, assumption; (conj) although, 
what if; (v) suppose. 

unwelcome: (adj) undesirable, 
objectionable, unpopular, unasked, 
unwished, unintroduced, unvisited, 
uninvited, unpleasant; (adj, n) 
disagreeable, unsatisfactory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) welcome, 
desirable, gratifying, wanted, 
fortunate. 
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all along--and if it's only been trifling and flirting as you call it, as 'll be put an 
end to by your going away--why, then, I'd wait, and hope her heart 'ud turn to 
me after all.  I'm loath to think you'd speak false to me, and I'll believe your 
word, however things may look." 

"You would be wronging Hetty more than me not to believe it," said Arthur, 
almost violently, starting up from the ottoman and moving away.  But he threw 
himself into a chair again directly, saying, more feebly, "You seem to forget that, 
in suspecting me, you are casting imputations upon her." 

"Nay, sir," Adam said, in a calmer voice, as if he were half- relieved--for he 
was too straightforward to make a distinction between a direct falsehood and an 
indirect one--"Nay, sir, things don't lie level between Hetty and you.  You're 
acting with your eyes open, whatever you may do; but how do you know what's 
been in her mind?  She's all but a child--as any man with a conscience in him 
ought to feel bound to take care on.  And whatever you may think, I know 
you've disturbed her mind.  I know she's been fixing her heart on you, for there's 
a many things clear to me now as I didn't understand before.  But you seem to 
make light o' what she may feel--you don't think o' that." 

"Good God, Adam, let me alone!" Arthur burst out impetuously; "I feel it 
enough without your worrying me." 

He was aware of his indiscretion as soon as the words had escaped him.%

"Well, then, if you feel it," Adam rejoined, eagerly; "if you feel as you may ha' 
put false notions into her mind, and made her believe as you loved her, when all 
the while you meant nothing, I've this demand to make of you--I'm not speaking 
for myself, but for her.  I ask you t' undeceive her before you go away.  Y'aren't 
going away for ever, and if you leave her behind with a notion in her head o' 
your feeling about her the same as she feels about you, she'll be hankering after 
you, and the mischief may get worse.  It may be a smart to her now, but it'll save 
her pain i' th' end.  I ask you to write a letter--you may trust to my seeing as she 
gets it.  Tell her the truth, and take blame to yourself for behaving as you'd no 
right to do to a young woman as isn't your equal.  I speak plain, sir, but I can't 
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calmer: (n) placid, quiet. 
casting: (n) cast, hurl, pouring, 

molding, teeming, block, Malleable 
castings, fling, to throw something a 
long distance, flinging, pelt. 

eagerly: (adv) zealously, readily, 
keenly, fervently, avidly, greedily, 
enthusiastically, intently, earnestly, 
impatiently, actively. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) apathetically, nonchalantly, 
grudgingly, patiently, halfheartedly, 
reluctantly, unenthusiastically. 

escaped: (adj) at large, at liberty, loose, 
on the loose, runaway, easy, wild; (n) 
freer; (v) escaping. 

falsehood: (n) fable, fabrication, 
deception, untruth, lie, fib, fiction, 
invention, dishonesty; (adj, n) deceit, 
falsity. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
honesty, reality. 

hankering: (n) craving, desire, wish, 
eagerness, yen, thirst, avidity, 
appetite, yearning, urge, hunger. 
ANTONYMS: (n) aversion, dislike. 

indiscretion: (n) foolishness, fault, 
rashness, inconsideration, 
carelessness, injudiciousness, faux 
pas, hastiness, indiscreetness, 
flippancy; (adj, n) temerity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discretion, 
diplomacy, forethought. 

undeceive: (v) unbeguile, unbefool, 
disabuse, inform. 

wronging: (n) tribulation. 
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speak any other way.  There's nobody can take care o' Hetty in this thing but 
me." 

"I can do what I think needful in the matter," said Arthur, more and more 
irritated by mingled distress and perplexity, "without giving promises to you.  I 
shall take what measures I think proper." 

"No," said Adam, in an abrupt decided tone, "that won't do.  I must know 
what ground I'm treading on.  I must be safe as you've put an end to what ought 
never to ha' been begun.  I don't forget what's owing to you as a gentleman, but 
in this thing we're man and man, and I can't give up." 

There was no answer for some moments.  Then Arthur said, "I'll see you to-
morrow.  I can bear no more now; I'm ill." He rose as he spoke, and reached his 
cap, as if intending to go.%

"You won't see her again!" Adam exclaimed, with a flash of recurring anger 
and suspicion, moving towards the door and placing his back against it.  "Either 
tell me she can never be my wife-- tell me you've been lying--or else promise me 
what I've said." 

Adam, uttering this alternative, stood like a terrible fate before Arthur, who 
had moved forward a step or two, and now stopped, faint, shaken, sick in mind 
and body.  It seemed long to both of them--that inward struggle of Arthur's--
before he said, feebly, "I promise; let me go." 

Adam moved away from the door and opened it, but when Arthur reached 
the step, he stopped again and leaned against the door- post. 

"You're not well enough to walk alone, sir," said Adam.  "Take my arm 
again." 

Arthur made no answer, and presently walked on, Adam following.  But, 
after a few steps, he stood still again, and said, coldly, "I believe I must trouble 
you.  It's getting late now, and there may be an alarm set up about me at home." 

Adam gave his arm, and they walked on without uttering a word, till they 
came where the basket and the tools lay. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abrupt: (adj) sudden, brusque, sharp, 
precipitous, steep, instantaneous, 
unexpected, swift, instant, hasty; (n) 
bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
gradual, rambling, gracious, 
courteous, polite, anticipated, kind, 
calm, protracted, deliberate. 

coldly: (adv) frigidly, icily, coolly, 
indifferently, frostily, distantly, 
gelidly, reservedly, bleakly, wintrily, 
frozenly. ANTONYMS: (adv) warmly, 
affectionately, sympathetically,  

sensitively, kindly, cheerfully, 
emotionally. 

owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, 
outstanding, overdue, owed, payable, 
undischarged, indebted, fulfilling 
obligation, lawful. ANTONYM: (adj) 
settled. 

perplexity: (n) confusion, dilemma, 
bewilderment, maze, labyrinth, 
embarrassment, quandary, 
complication, enigma; (adj, n) 
difficulty, distress. ANTONYM: (n)  

understanding. 
recurring: (adj) frequent, intermittent, 

cyclic, periodic, periodical, repeated, 
repetitive, customary, accustomed, 
memorable, chronic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) irregular, intermittent, 
spasmodic, unusual, rare, occasional. 

shaken: (adj) jolted, agitated, 
dilapidated, frayed; (v) passe, lame, 
broken, threadbare, wilted, shaky, 
vibrate. 
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"I must pick up the tools, sir," Adam said.  "They're my brother's.  I doubt 
they'll be rusted.  If you'll please to wait a minute." 

Arthur stood still without speaking, and no other word passed between 
them till they were at the side entrance, where he hoped to get in without being 
seen by any one.  He said then, "Thank you; I needn't trouble you any further." 

"What time will it be conven'ent for me to see you to-morrow, sir?" said 
Adam.%

"You may send me word that you're here at five o'clock," said Arthur; "not 
before." 

"Good-night, sir," said Adam.  But he heard no reply; Arthur had turned into 
the house. 
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doubt: (n, v) suspicion, question, 
query, dispute; (n) disbelief, 
misgiving, incertitude, apprehension, 
uncertainty; (adj, n) skepticism; (v) 
suspect. ANTONYMS: (n) certainty, 
confidence, conclusiveness, belief, 
certitude, faith, approval; (v) accept, 
believe, consider, swallow. 

entrance: (v) enchant, charm, 
captivate, bewitch, enrapture; (n) 
access, entry, admittance, threshold, 
arrival, door. ANTONYMS: (n)  

departure, exit, egress, egression, 
exiting, exclusion, retirement; (v) 
bore, repel, repulse. 

five: (n) fives, quintuplet, quint, 
Phoebe, basketball team, fin, squad, 
ace, digit; (adj, n) v; (adj) quinary. 

reply: (n) echo, response, reaction, 
repay; (n, v) return, rejoinder; (v) 
respond, react, rejoin, retort, counter. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) question; (v) 
interrogate, ignore. 

speaking: (n) talk, discourse, speech,  

public speaking, reading, oral 
presentation, recital, recitation, 
disputation; (v) speak; (adj) 
expressive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
nonspeaking, silent. 

till: (conj, prep) until, unto; (v) plow, 
hoe, farm, dig; (adj) up to; (n) tiller, 
drawer; (adv) so far; (prep) to. 

tools: (n) tackle, apparatus, gear, 
appliance, machinery, utensil, 
rigging, knowledge, skill, factory, 
expertise. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX  

 
THE  NEXT  MORNING  

 
 

Arthur did not pass a sleepless night; he slept long and well.  For sleep 
comes to the perplexed--if the perplexed are only weary enough.  But at seven he 
rang his bell and astonished Pym by declaring he was going to get up, and must 
have breakfast brought to him at eight.%

"And see that my mare is saddled at half-past eight, and tell my grandfather 
when he's down that I'm better this morning and am gone for a ride." 

He had been awake an hour, and could rest in bed no longer.  In bed our 
yesterdays are too oppressive: if a man can only get up, though it be but to 
whistle or to smoke, he has a present which offers some resistance to the past--
sensations which assert themselves against tyrannous memories.  And if there 
were such a thing as taking averages of feeling, it would certainly be found that 
in the hunting and shooting seasons regret, self-reproach, and mortified pride 
weigh lighter on country gentlemen than in late spring and summer.  Arthur felt 
that he should be more of a man on horseback.  Even the presence of Pym, 
waiting on him with the usual deference, was a reassurance to him after the 
scenes of yesterday.  For, with Arthur's sensitiveness to opinion, the loss of 
Adam's respect was a shock to his self-contentment which suffused his 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

oppressive: (adj, v) onerous, close, 
burdensome; (adj) sultry, stuffy, 
tyrannical, muggy, despotic, 
dictatorial, gloomy, domineering. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) liberal, 
democratic, humane, free, tolerant, 
airy, freezing, libertarian. 

perplexed: (adj) confused, puzzled, 
baffled, confounded, doubtful, 
distracted, disconcerted; (adj, v) 
intricate, complicated, lost, involved. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unperplexed,  

assured, clear, knowing. 
reassurance: (n) encouragement, 

support, comfort, assuagement, ease, 
assertion, cheer, relief, solace, 
guarantee, alleviation. ANTONYMS: 
(n) anxiety, distress. 

self-reproach: (n) regret, repentance, 
shame, penitence, contrition, guilt. 

sensitiveness: (n) sensitivity, 
susceptibility, antenna, sensibleness, 
feeler, responsiveness, keenness, 
sensation, acumen; (adj) softness,  

delicacy. 
sleepless: (adj) insomniac, lidless, 

vigilant, wakeful, awake, watchful, 
disturbed, alert, unquiet, uneasy, 
restive. 

tyrannous: (adj) tyrannical, despotic, 
autocratic, domineering, undisputed, 
arbitrary, absolute, unmerciful, 
imperious, authoritarian, dictatorial. 

whistle: (v) sing, twitter, hiss, warble, 
tweet, cheep, chirp, wheeze; (n, v) 
cry; (n) whistling, tin whistle. 
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imagination with the sense that he had sunk in all eyes--as a sudden shock of fear 
from some real peril makes a nervous woman afraid even to step, because all her 
perceptions are suffused with a sense of danger.%

Arthur's, as you know, was a loving nature.  Deeds of kindness were as easy 
to him as a bad habit: they were the common issue of his weaknesses and good 
qualities, of his egoism and his sympathy.  He didn't like to witness pain, and he 
liked to have grateful eyes beaming on him as the giver of pleasure.  When he 
was a lad of seven, he one day kicked down an old gardener's pitcher of broth, 
from no motive but a kicking impulse, not reflecting that it was the old man's 
dinner; but on learning that sad fact, he took his favourite pencil-case and a 
silver-hafted knife out of his pocket and offered them as compensation.  He had 
been the same Arthur ever since, trying to make all offences forgotten in benefits.  
If there were any bitterness in his nature, it could only show itself against the 
man who refused to be conciliated by him.  And perhaps the time was come for 
some of that bitterness to rise.  At the first moment, Arthur had felt pure distress 
and self-reproach at discovering that Adam's happiness was involved in his 
relation to Hetty.  If there had been a possibility of making Adam tenfold 
amends--if deeds of gift, or any other deeds, could have restored Adam's 
contentment and regard for him as a benefactor, Arthur would not only have 
executed them without hesitation, but would have felt bound all the more closely 
to Adam, and would never have been weary of making retribution.  But Adam 
could receive no amends; his suffering could not be cancelled; his respect and 
affection could not be recovered by any prompt deeds of atonement.  He stood 
like an immovable obstacle against which no pressure could avail; an 
embodiment of what Arthur most shrank from believing in--the irrevocableness 
of his own wrongdoing.  The words of scorn, the refusal to shake hands, the 
mastery asserted over him in their last conversation in the Hermitage--above all, 
the sense of having been knocked down, to which a man does not very well 
reconcile himself, even under the most heroic circumstances--pressed on him 
with a galling pain which was stronger than compunction.  Arthur would so 
gladly have persuaded himself that he had done no harm!  And if no one had 
told him the contrary, he could have persuaded himself so much better.  Nemesis 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

compunction: (n) repentance, remorse, 
contrition, qualm, penance, regret, 
compassion, rue, scruple, sorrow, 
guilt. ANTONYMS: (n) hardness, 
indifference, meanness, 
remorselessness. 

egoism: (n) selfishness, egocentrism, 
self-love, trait, pride, vanity, 
egocentricity, egomism, narcissism, 
introspection, insensitivity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) selflessness, 
conformity. 

galling: (adj, v) irritating; (v) 
aggravating, provoking; (adj) 
exasperating, bitter, vexatious, 
vexing, maddening, infuriating, 
bothersome, harassing. ANTONYM: 
(adj) pleasing. 

immovable: (adj, v) firm, fixed; (adj) 
adamant, steadfast, motionless, 
unyielding, unmovable, set, 
imperturbable, inflexible; (v) fast. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loose, moving, 
mobile, flexible, movable,  

acquiescent, temporary, irresolute. 
pitcher: (n) jar, ewer, mug, pot, hurler, 

creamer, container, pail, bucket, 
flagon, tankard. 

tenfold: (adj) decuple, decimal, tenth, 
containing ten. 

wrongdoing: (n) transgression, crime, 
error, fault, misconduct, misdeed, 
wrong, offense, delinquency, 
misbehavior, malfeasance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) uprightness, 
goodness. 
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can seldom forge a sword for herself out of our consciences--out of the suffering 
we feel in the suffering we may have caused: there is rarely metal enough there 
to make an effective weapon.  Our moral sense learns the manners of good 
society and smiles when others smile, but when some rude person gives rough 
names to our actions, she is apt to take part against us.  And so it was with 
Arthur: Adam's judgment of him, Adam's grating words, disturbed his self-
soothing arguments.%

Not that Arthur had been at ease before Adam's discovery.  Struggles and 
resolves had transformed themselves into compunction and anxiety.  He was 
distressed for Hetty's sake, and distressed for his own, that he must leave her 
behind.  He had always, both in making and breaking resolutions, looked 
beyond his passion and seen that it must speedily end in separation; but his 
nature was too ardent and tender for him not to suffer at this parting; and on 
Hetty's account he was filled with uneasiness.  He had found out the dream in 
which she was living--that she was to be a lady in silks and satins--and when he 
had first talked to her about his going away, she had asked him tremblingly to 
let her go with him and be married.  It was his painful knowledge of this which 
had given the most exasperating sting to Adam's reproaches.  He had said no 
word with the purpose of deceiving her--her vision was all spun by her own 
childish fancy--but he was obliged to confess to himself that it was spun half out 
of his own actions.  And to increase the mischief, on this last evening he had not 
dared to hint the truth to Hetty; he had been obliged to soothe her with tender, 
hopeful words, lest he should throw her into violent distress.  He felt the 
situation acutely, felt the sorrow of the dear thing in the present, and thought 
with a darker anxiety of the tenacity which her feelings might have in the future.  
That was the one sharp point which pressed against him; every other he could 
evade by hopeful self-persuasion.  The whole thing had been secret; the Poysers 
had not the shadow of a suspicion.  No one, except Adam, knew anything of 
what had passed--no one else was likely to know; for Arthur had impressed on 
Hetty that it would be fatal to betray, by word or look, that there had been the 
least intimacy between them; and Adam, who knew half their secret, would 
rather help them to keep it than betray it.  It was an unfortunate business 
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acutely: (adv) sharply, keenly, 
severely, astutely, piercingly, shrilly, 
cleverly; (adj, adv) intensely, 
extremely, gravely, critically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) chronically, 
mildly, slightly, faintly, vaguely, 
unexceptionally. 

ardent: (adj, n) enthusiastic, glowing; 
(adj, v) burning, fervent, 
impassioned; (adj) keen, vehement, 
eager, warm, acute, fervid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) apathetic, cool,  

unenthusiastic, traitorous, mild, 
frigid, dispassionate, cold, disloyal, 
impassive, calm. 

evade: (v) escape, avoid, parry, dodge, 
skirt, duck, sidestep, circumvent, 
hedge, fudge; (adj, v) equivocate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) face, address, 
accept, meet, acquire. 

forge: (adj, v) falsify; (v) fake, devise, 
fabricate, fashion, contrive, coin, 
invent, construct, mould; (n, v) mint. 

grating: (adj) hoarse, strident, harsh,  

discordant, gravelly, raspy, gruff, 
raucous; (n, v) lattice; (n) grate, grid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
soothing, smooth, harmonious. 

silks: (n) garment. 
spun: (adj) spined; (v) rotate, revolve. 
themselves: (pron) myself, itself, 

yourself; (n) yourselves. 
tremblingly: (adv) quiveringly, 

tremulously, quakingly, 
shudderingly, shiveringly, shakily, 
quaveringly. 
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altogether, but there was no use in making it worse than it was by imaginary 
exaggerations and forebodings of evil that might never come.  The temporary 
sadness for Hetty was the worst consequence; he resolutely turned away his eyes 
from any bad consequence that was not demonstrably inevitable.  But--but Hetty 
might have had the trouble in some other way if not in this.  And perhaps 
hereafter he might be able to do a great deal for her and make up to her for all 
the tears she would shed about him.  She would owe the advantage of his care 
for her in future years to the sorrow she had incurred now.  So good comes out of 
evil.  Such is the beautiful arrangement of things! 

Are you inclined to ask whether this can be the same Arthur who, two 
months ago, had that freshness of feeling, that delicate honour which shrinks 
from wounding even a sentiment, and does not contemplate any more positive 
offence as possible for it?--who thought that his own self-respect was a higher 
tribunal than any external opinion?  The same, I assure you, only under different 
conditions.  Our deeds determine us, as much as we determine our deeds, and 
until we know what has been or will be the peculiar combination of outward 
with inward facts, which constitutes a man's critical actions, it will be better not 
to think ourselves wise about his character.  There is a terrible coercion in our 
deeds, which may first turn the honest man into a deceiver and then reconcile 
him to the change, for this reason--that the second wrong presents itself to him in 
the guise of the only practicable right.  The action which before commission has 
been seen with that blended common sense and fresh untarnished feeling which 
is the healthy eye of the soul, is looked at afterwards with the lens of apologetic 
ingenuity, through which all things that men call beautiful and ugly are seen to 
be made up of textures very much alike.  Europe adjusts itself to a fait accompli, 
and so does an individual character--until the placid adjustment is disturbed by a 
convulsive retribution.%

No man can escape this vitiating effect of an offence against his own 
sentiment of right, and the effect was the stronger in Arthur because of that very 
need of self-respect which, while his conscience was still at ease, was one of his 
best safeguards.  Self-accusation was too painful to him--he could not face it.  He 
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convulsive: (adj) spastic, galvanic, 
fitful, paroxysmal, violent, choreic, 
unsteady, hysterical; (v) unquiet, 
restless, saltatory. 

deceiver: (n) trickster, impostor, 
cheater, hypocrite, liar, fraud, 
swindler, chiseler, counterfeiter, 
bluffer, dodger. 

demonstrably: (adv) provably, clearly, 
blatantly, boldly, deliberately, 
incontrovertibly, measurably, 
noticeably, obviously, visibly.  

ANTONYM: (adv) secretly. 
guise: (n) form, dress, aspect, costume, 

disguise, fashion, pretense, 
camouflage, attire, figure, color. 

self-respect: (n) pride, self-esteem, 
dignity, face, honesty. 

untarnished: (adj) unblemished, 
unstained, pure, stainless, guiltless, 
unsullied, clean, perfect, immaculate, 
clear, untainted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
blemished, flawed, guilty, used. 

vitiating: (adj) sympathetic,  

demoralizing, epidemic, infectious 
air, infectious clothing, infectious 
vices, pestilential, readily 
communicated. 

wounding: (n) wound, injury; (adj) 
hurtful, spiteful, traumatic, grievous, 
offensive, stabbing, inflicting 
wounds, impertinent, harmful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) harmless, 
complimentary, kind, polite, 
sympathetic. 
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must persuade himself that he had not been very much to blame; he began even 
to pity himself for the necessity he was under of deceiving Adam--it was a course 
so opposed to the honesty of his own nature.  But then, it was the only right 
thing to do.%

Well, whatever had been amiss in him, he was miserable enough in 
consequence: miserable about Hetty; miserable about this letter that he had 
promised to write, and that seemed at one moment to be a gross barbarity, at 
another perhaps the greatest kindness he could do to her.  And across all this 
reflection would dart every now and then a sudden impulse of passionate 
defiance towards all consequences.  He would carry Hetty away, and all other 
considerations might go to.... 

In this state of mind the four walls of his room made an intolerable prison to 
him; they seemed to hem in and press down upon him all the crowd of 
contradictory thoughts and conflicting feelings, some of which would fly away 
in the open air.  He had only an hour or two to make up his mind in, and he 
must get clear and calm.  Once on Meg's back, in the fresh air of that fine 
morning, he should be more master of the situation. 

The pretty creature arched her bay neck in the sunshine, and pawed the 
gravel, and trembled with pleasure when her master stroked her nose, and 
patted her, and talked to her even in a more caressing tone than usual.  He loved 
her the better because she knew nothing of his secrets.  But Meg was quite as 
well acquainted with her master's mental state as many others of her sex with the 
mental condition of the nice young gentlemen towards whom their hearts are in 
a state of fluttering expectation. 

Arthur cantered for five miles beyond the Chase, till he was at the foot of a 
hill where there were no hedges or trees to hem in the road.  Then he threw the 
bridle on Meg's neck and prepared to make up his mind. 

Hetty knew that their meeting yesterday must be the last before Arthur went 
away--there was no possibility of their contriving another without exciting 
suspicion--and she was like a frightened child, unable to think of anything, only 
able to cry at the mention of parting, and then put her face up to have the tears 
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amiss: (adj, adv) wrong; (adj) bad, 
haywire, faulty, astray, guilty; (adv) 
badly, poorly, awry, wrongly, adrift. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) right; (adv) 
perfectly, properly, suitably, 
appropriately, correctly, well; (adj) 
okay, correct, good. 

arched: (adj, v) bowed, arcuate; (adj) 
bent, vaulted, convex, arciform, 
arced, domed, hooked, hunched, 
crooked. 

barbarity: (n) atrocity, barbarousness, 

brutality, cruelty, savagery, 
viciousness, inhumanity, 
atrociousness, inhumaneness, 
boorishness, ruffianism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) refinement, nicety. 

bridle: (n, v) curb, check, control, 
snaffle, rein, leash; (n) arrest, reins, 
brake; (v) inhibit, contain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unbridle, 
unharness, release. 

conflicting: (adj) repugnant, opposed, 
incompatible, clashing, inconsistent,  

opposite, contrary, divergent, 
adverse, paradoxical; (v) antagonistic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) consistent, 
compatible, parallel, peaceful, 
harmonious, corresponding, 
agreeing, agreeable, congruous. 

dart: (n, v) dash, run, flit; (v) bound, 
flash, shoot, rush, race, gallop; (adj, n) 
arrow, rocket. ANTONYMS: (v) plod, 
trudge, slog, linger, dawdle, dally, 
delay, amble; (n) tonic. 
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kissed away.  He could do nothing but comfort her, and lull her into dreaming 
on.  A letter would be a dreadfully abrupt way of awakening her!  Yet there was 
truth in what Adam said--that it would save her from a lengthened delusion, 
which might be worse than a sharp immediate pain.  And it was the only way of 
satisfying Adam, who must be satisfied, for more reasons than one.  If he could 
have seen her again!  But that was impossible; there was such a thorny hedge of 
hindrances between them, and an imprudence would be fatal.  And yet, if he 
could see her again, what good would it do?  Only cause him to suffer more from 
the sight of her distress and the remembrance of it.  Away from him she was 
surrounded by all the motives to self-control.%

A sudden dread here fell like a shadow across his imagination--the dread lest 
she should do something violent in her grief; and close upon that dread came 
another, which deepened the shadow.  But he shook them off with the force of 
youth and hope.  What was the ground for painting the future in that dark way?  
It was just as likely to be the reverse.  Arthur told himself he did not deserve that 
things should turn out badly.  He had never meant beforehand to do anything 
his conscience disapproved; he had been led on by circumstances.  There was a 
sort of implicit confidence in him that he was really such a good fellow at 
bottom, Providence would not treat him harshly. 

At all events, he couldn't help what would come now: all he could do was to 
take what seemed the best course at the present moment.  And he persuaded 
himself that that course was to make the way open between Adam and Hetty.  
Her heart might really turn to Adam, as he said, after a while; and in that case 
there would have been no great harm done, since it was still Adam's ardent wish 
to make her his wife.  To be sure, Adam was deceived--deceived in a way that 
Arthur would have resented as a deep wrong if it had been practised on himself.  
That was a reflection that marred the consoling prospect.  Arthur's cheeks even 
burned in mingled shame and irritation at the thought.  But what could a man do 
in such a dilemma?  He was bound in honour to say no word that could injure 
Hetty: his first duty was to guard her.  He would never have told or acted a lie 
on his own account.  Good God!  What a miserable fool he was to have brought 
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consoling: (adj) consolatory, cheering, 
encouraging, grateful, reassuring, 
soothing, calming; (n) 
encouragement. ANTONYM: (adj) 
upsetting. 

harshly: (adv) roughly, severely, 
sternly, sharply, cruelly, hoarsely, 
strictly, pitilessly, rigorously, rigidly; 
(adj, adv) piercingly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) softly, harmoniously, quietly, 
gently, elaborately, leniently, 
smoothly, tolerantly, cheerfully,  

loosely, pleasantly. 
imprudence: (n) carelessness, 

indiscretion, folly, improvidence, 
hastiness, flippancy, recklessness, 
injudiciousness, rashness, haste; (adj, 
n) temerity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discretion, forethought, wariness, 
wisdom. 

lengthened: (adj) elongated, 
prolonged, long, protracted, 
expanded, elongate, longer, 
lingering, extensive, stretched out,  

lengthy. 
lull: (n, v) calm, quiet, hush, rest, 

pause; (adj, v) assuage, pacify, 
tranquilize; (v) allay, still; (n) peace. 
ANTONYMS: (v) waken; (n) activity, 
intensification. 

marred: (adj) damaged, defaced, 
dilapidated, crippled, deformed, 
faulty, flawed, hurt, impaired, 
imperfect, scarred. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pure, unspoiled. 
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himself into such a dilemma; and yet, if ever a man had excuses, he had.  (Pity 
that consequences are determined not by excuses but by actions!) 

Well, the letter must be written; it was the only means that promised a 
solution of the difficulty.  The tears came into Arthur's eyes as he thought of 
Hetty reading it; but it would be almost as hard for him to write it; he was not 
doing anything easy to himself; and this last thought helped him to arrive at a 
conclusion.  He could never deliberately have taken a step which inflicted pain 
on another and left himself at ease.  Even a movement of jealousy at the thought 
of giving up Hetty to Adam went to convince him that he was making a 
sacrifice.%

When once he had come to this conclusion, he turned Meg round and set off 
home again in a canter.  The letter should be written the first thing, and the rest 
of the day would be filled up with other business: he should have no time to look 
behind him.  Happily, Irwine and Gawaine were coming to dinner, and by 
twelve o'clock the next day he should have left the Chase miles behind him.  
There was some security in this constant occupation against an  uncontrollable 
impulse seizing him to rush to Hetty and thrust into her hand some mad 
proposition that would undo everything.  Faster and faster went the sensitive 
Meg, at every slight sign from her rider, till the canter had passed into a swift 
gallop. 

"I thought they said th' young mester war took ill last night," said sour old 
John, the groom, at dinner-time in the servants' hall.  "He's been ridin' fit to split 
the mare i' two this forenoon." 

"That's happen one o' the symptims, John," said the facetious coachman. 
"Then I wish he war let blood for 't, that's all," said John, grimly. 
Adam had been early at the Chase to know how Arthur was, and had been 

relieved from all anxiety about the effects of his blow by learning that he was 
gone out for a ride.  At five o'clock he was punctually there again, and sent up 
word of his arrival.  In a few minutes Pym came down with a letter in his hand 
and gave it to Adam, saying that the captain was too busy to see him, and had 
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facetious: (adj) humorous, comical, 
frivolous, funny, comic, whimsical, 
laughable, jocose, jocular; (adj, n) 
witty; (n) amusing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) grave, lugubrious, sober, 
somber, formal. 

grimly: (adv) severely, harshly, 
morosely, fiercely, drearily, sourly, 
gloomily, dreadfully, hardly, 
horridly, sullenly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) brightly, pleasantly, warmly. 

jealousy: (n) suspicion, jealous,  

jealousness, envy, envious, alertness, 
distrust, contention, competition, 
scruple, qualm. 

punctually: (adv) precisely, exactly, 
duly, accurately, correctly, on time, 
regularly, timely, punctiliously, 
strictly, sharp. 

thrust: (n, v) poke, stab, jab, drive, 
shove, force, punch, boost, cast, dig; 
(v) ram. ANTONYM: (n) inertia. 

uncontrollable: (adj) unruly, 
incontrollable, ungovernable,  

unmanageable, intractable, 
undisciplined, disobedient, indocile, 
overwhelming, boisterous; (adj, v) 
uncontrolled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
controllable, imperceptible, orderly, 
biddable, weak. 

undo: (v) loosen, open, annul, cancel, 
separate, disentangle, untie, unfold, 
reverse, disconnect, nullify. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attach, close, do, 
wrap, tangle, validate, knot, lock, 
permit, unite, approve. 

 



Adam Bede 354

written everything he had to say.  The letter was directed to Adam, but he went 
out of doors again before opening it.  It contained a sealed enclosure directed to 
Hetty.  On the inside of the cover Adam read: 

 
"In the enclosed letter I have written everything you wish.  I leave it 

to you to decide whether you will be doing best to deliver it to Hetty or 
to return it to me.  Ask yourself once more whether you are not taking a 
measure which may pain her more than mere silence.%

"There is no need for our seeing each other again now.  We shall meet 
with better feelings some months hence. 

"A.D." 
 

"Perhaps he's i' th' right on 't not to see me," thought Adam.  "It's no use 
meeting to say more hard words, and it's no use meeting to shake hands and say 
we're friends again.  We're not friends, an' it's better not to pretend it.  I know 
forgiveness is a man's duty, but, to my thinking, that can only mean as you're to 
give up all thoughts o' taking revenge: it can never mean as you're t' have your 
old feelings back again, for that's not possible.  He's not the same man to me, and 
I can't feel the same towards him.  God help me!  I don't know whether I feel the 
same towards anybody: I seem as if I'd been measuring my work from a false 
line, and had got it all to measure over again." 

But the question about delivering the letter to Hetty soon absorbed Adam's 
thoughts.  Arthur had procured some relief to himself by throwing the decision 
on Adam with a warning; and Adam, who was not given to hesitation, hesitated 
here.  He determined to feel his way--to ascertain as well as he could what was 
Hetty's state of mind before he decided on delivering the letter. 
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ascertain: (v) determine, find out, 
learn, discover, check, tell, control, 
find, ensure, detect; (adj, v) establish. 
ANTONYM: (v) disprove. 

delivering: (adv) deliverly; (n) 
childbirth, presentation; (adj) 
unfailing. 

enclosed: (adj) surrounded, bounded, 
covered, limited, encircled, 
enveloped, besieged, closed, 
controlled; (v) contain; (adv) 
herewith. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

exposed, open, pervasive, outdoor. 
enclosure: (n) appendage, annex, cage, 

appendix, addendum, barrier, 
enclosing, pen, yard, hedge, addition.

forgiveness: (n) mercy, condonation, 
clemency, kindness, pity, remission, 
leniency, absolution, grace, 
compassion; (n, v) pardon. 
ANTONYMS: (n) condemnation, 
cruelty, harshness. 

hesitation: (n, v) falter, fear; (n) 
hesitance, faltering, delay, hesitate,  

diffidence, hesitancy, qualm, 
reluctance; (v) hesitating. 
ANTONYMS: (n) certainty, 
resolution, confidence, decisiveness, 
enthusiasm, inclination, willingness. 

revenge: (n) retribution, vengeance, 
reprisal, retaliation, repayment, 
grudge, punishment; (v) retaliate, 
repay, requite, vindicate. 

sealed: (adj) hermetic, tight, certain, 
plastered, Solen, shut, impervious, 
irrevocable, tighter, still, preserved. 
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CHAPTER  XXX  

 
THE  DEL IVERY  OF  THE  LETTER  

 
 

The next Sunday Adam joined the Poysers on their way out of church, 
hoping for an invitation to go home with them.  He had the letter in his pocket, 
and was anxious to have an opportunity of talking to Hetty alone.  He could not 
see her face at church, for she had changed her seat, and when he came up to her 
to shake hands, her manner was doubtful and constrained.  He expected this, for 
it was the first time she had met him since she had been aware that he had seen 
her with Arthur in the Grove.%

"Come, you'll go on with us, Adam," Mr. Poyser said when they reached the 
turning; and as soon as they were in the fields Adam ventured to offer his arm to 
Hetty.  The children soon gave them an opportunity of lingering behind a little, 
and then Adam said: 

"Will you contrive for me to walk out in the garden a bit with you this 
evening, if it keeps fine, Hetty?  I've something partic'lar to talk to you about." 

Hetty said, "Very well."  She was really as anxious as Adam was that she 
should have some private talk with him.  She wondered what he thought of her 
and Arthur.  He must have seen them kissing, she knew, but she had no 
conception of the scene that had taken place between Arthur and Adam.  Her 
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anxious: (adj) uneasy, alarmed, 
thoughtful, fearful, apprehensive, 
agitated, keen; (adj, v) nervous, tense, 
solicitous, jumpy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
relaxed, carefree, confident, rational, 
unconcerned, undisturbed, 
untroubled, assured, comfortable, 
cool, apathetic. 

conception: (n) concept, idea, view, 
thought, creation, mind, design, 
imagination, impression, 
understanding, fancy. ANTONYMS: 

(n) termination, finish, ending, 
concrete, abortion, ignorance, 
destruction. 

doubtful: (adj) dubious, debatable, 
distrustful, questionable, queer, 
suspicious, tentative, disputable, 
diffident, unsettled, unsure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) trusting, 
convinced, reliable, confident, 
persuaded, provable, sure, hopeful, 
promising, likely, indubitable. 

fields: (n) field, domains, plain,  

notification fields, rotation, 
alternation of crops, grounds. 

hoping: (adj) desirous, expectant, 
optimistic, eager. 

invitation: (n) call, bidding, 
temptation, lure, asking, request, 
attraction, enticement; (v) invite, 
solicitation; (n, v) supplication. 

pocket: (v) take, appropriate, steal, lift, 
catch; (n, v) sack, pouch; (n) cavity, 
hole, hollow; (adj) digest. 
ANTONYM: (v) return. 
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first feeling had been that Adam would be very angry with her, and perhaps 
would tell her aunt and uncle, but it never entered her mind that he would dare 
to say anything to Captain Donnithorne.  It was a relief to her that he behaved so 
kindly to her to-day, and wanted to speak to her alone, for she had trembled 
when she found he was going home with them lest he should mean "to tell."  But, 
now he wanted to talk to her by herself, she should learn what he thought and 
what he meant to do.  She felt a certain confidence that she could persuade him 
not to do anything she did not want him to do; she could perhaps even make 
him believe that she didn't care for Arthur; and as long as Adam thought there 
was any hope of her having him, he would do just what she liked, she knew.  
Besides, she must go on seeming to encourage Adam, lest her uncle and aunt 
should be angry and suspect her of having some secret lover.%

Hetty's little brain was busy with this combination as she hung on Adam's 
arm and said "yes" or "no" to some slight observations of his about the many 
hawthorn-berries there would be for the birds this next winter, and the low-
hanging clouds that would hardly hold up till morning.  And when they rejoined 
her aunt and uncle, she could pursue her thoughts without interruption, for Mr. 
Poyser held that though a young man might like to have the woman he was 
courting on his arm, he would nevertheless be glad of a little reasonable talk 
about business the while; and, for his own part, he was curious to heal the most 
recent news about the Chase Farm.  So, through the rest of the walk, he claimed 
Adam's conversation for himself, and Hetty laid her small plots and imagined 
her little scenes of cunning blandishment, as she walked along by the 
hedgerows on honest Adam's arm, quite as well as if she had been an elegantly 
clad coquette alone in her boudoir.  For if a country beauty in clumsy shoes be 
only shallow-hearted enough, it is astonishing how closely her mental processes 
may resemble those of a lady in society and crinoline, who applies her refined 
intellect to the problem of committing indiscretions without compromising 
herself.  Perhaps the resemblance was not much the less because Hetty felt very 
unhappy all the while.  The parting with Arthur was a double pain to her--
mingling with the tumult of passion and vanity there was a dim undefined fear 
that the future might shape itself in some way quite unlike her dream.  She clung 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blandishment: (n) cajolery, palaver, 
flattery, persuasion, blarney, 
sycophancy, blandiloquence, 
fascination, wheedling, temptation; 
(adj) augury. 

boudoir: (n) bedchamber, bedroom, 
master bedroom. 

compromising: (adj) conciliatory, 
moderate, vulnerable, awkward, 
intermediate, flexible, inculpatory; 
(adv) halfway. 

coquette: (n) vamp, jilt, minx, woman; 

(v) coquet, dally, romance, chat up, 
puritan, speak, prude. 

elegantly: (adv) exquisitely, tastefully, 
genteelly, neatly, delicately, 
handsomely, finely, stylishly, 
refinedly, polishedly, beautifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) coarsely, 
clumsily, tastelessly, untidily, 
awkwardly, vigorously. 

intellect: (n) mind, intelligence, 
understanding, reason, brains, head, 
intellectual, apprehension, psyche,  

genius, brainpower. ANTONYM: (n) 
stupidity. 

interruption: (n) disruption, 
intermission, halt, pause, suspension, 
discontinuance, hiatus; (n, v) break, 
hindrance, impediment; (v) interrupt. 
ANTONYMS: (n) permanence, help, 
respect. 

resemble: (v) seem, imitate, compare, 
correspond, to resemble, agree, look, 
simulate; (adj) look like; (n) 
resemblance; (adv) alike. 
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to the comforting hopeful words Arthur had uttered in their last meeting-- "I 
shall come again at Christmas, and then we will see what can be done."  She 
clung to the belief that he was so fond of her, he would never be happy without 
her; and she still hugged her secret-- that a great gentleman loved her--with 
gratified pride, as a superiority over all the girls she knew.  But the uncertainty 
of the future, the possibilities to which she could give no shape, began to press 
upon her like the invisible weight of air; she was alone on her little island of 
dreams, and all around her was the dark unknown water where Arthur was 
gone.  She could gather no elation of spirits now by looking forward, but only by 
looking backward to build confidence on past words and caresses.  But 
occasionally, since Thursday evening, her dim anxieties had been almost lost 
behind the more definite fear that Adam might betray what he knew to her uncle 
and aunt, and his sudden proposition to talk with her alone had set her thoughts 
to work in a new way.  She was eager not to lose this evening's opportunity; and 
after tea, when the boys were going into the garden and Totty begged to go with 
them, Hetty said, with an alacrity that surprised Mrs. Poyser, "I'll go with her, 
Aunt." 

It did not seem at all surprising that Adam said he would go too, and soon he 
and Hetty were left alone together on the walk by the filbert-trees, while the boys 
were busy elsewhere gathering the large unripe nuts to play at "cob-nut" with, 
and Totty was watching them with a puppylike air of contemplation.  It was but 
a short time--hardly two months--since Adam had had his mind filled with 
delicious hopes as he stood by Hetty's side un this garden.  The remembrance of 
that scene had often been with him since Thursday evening: the sunlight through 
the apple-tree boughs, the red bunches, Hetty's sweet blush.  It came 
importunately now, on this sad evening, with the low-hanging clouds, but he 
tried to suppress it, lest some emotion should impel him to say more than was 
needful for Hetty's sake.%

"After what I saw on Thursday night, Hetty," he began, "you won't think me 
making too free in what I'm going to say.  If you was being courted by any man 
as 'ud make you his wife, and I'd known you was fond of him and meant to have 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

alacrity: (n) rapidity, speed, 
promptness, activity, preparedness, 
velocity, haste, swiftness, quickness, 
expedition; (adj) life. ANTONYMS: 
(n) aversion, reservation, reluctance, 
indifference, hesitance, dullness, 
disinclination, apathy, tardiness, 
delay. 

elation: (n) bliss, excitement, delight, 
euphoria, rapture, joy, happiness, 
joyousness, high spirits, exhilaration, 
exultation. ANTONYMS: (n)  

depression, sorrow, unhappiness, 
misery, sadness, despair, agony, 
dejection, dislike, desolation. 

gratified: (adj) glad, satisfied, pleased, 
delighted, happy, thankful, grateful, 
content, complacent, comfortable, 
cheerful. 

impel: (v) coerce, constrain, force, 
carry, compel, goad, urge, stimulate, 
actuate, animate, push. ANTONYMS: 
(v) restrain, discourage, prevent. 

importunately: (adv) pleadingly,  

annoyingly, persistently, pressingly, 
imploringly, beseechingly, 
insistently, exigently, entreatingly, 
clamorously, earnestly. 

puppylike: (adj) young, immature. 
suppress: (v) subdue, silence, quell, 

check, stifle, restrain, subjugate, curb, 
crush, strangle, oppress. 
ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 
stimulate, incite, expose, declare, 
resist, confess, divulge, surrender, 
advertise, acknowledge. 
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him, I should have no right to speak a word to you about it; but when I see 
you're being made love to by a gentleman as can never marry you, and doesna 
think o' marrying you, I feel bound t' interfere for you.  I can't speak about it to 
them as are i' the place o' your parents, for that might bring worse trouble than's 
needful." 

Adam's words relieved one of Hetty's fears, but they also carried a meaning 
which sickened her with a strengthened foreboding.  She was pale and 
trembling, and yet she would have angrily contradicted Adam, if she had dared 
to betray her feelings.  But she was silent.%

"You're so young, you know, Hetty," he went on, almost tenderly, "and y' 
haven't seen much o' what goes on in the world.  It's right for me to do what I can 
to save you from getting into trouble for want o' your knowing where you're 
being led to.  If anybody besides me knew what I know about your meeting a 
gentleman and having fine presents from him, they'd speak light on you, and 
you'd lose your character.  And besides that, you'll have to suffer in your 
feelings, wi' giving your love to a man as can never marry you, so as he might 
take care of you all your life." 

Adam paused and looked at Hetty, who was plucking the leaves from the 
filbert-trees and tearing them up in her hand.  Her little plans and preconcerted 
speeches had all forsaken her, like an ill- learnt lesson, under the terrible 
agitation produced by Adam's words.  There was a cruel force in their calm 
certainty which threatened to grapple and crush her flimsy hopes and fancies.  
She wanted to resist them--she wanted to throw them off with angry 
contradiction--but the determination to conceal what she felt still governed her.  
It was nothing more than a blind prompting now, for she was unable to 
calculate the effect of her words. 

"You've no right to say as I love him," she said, faintly, but impetuously, 
plucking another rough leaf and tearing it up.  She was very beautiful in her 
paleness and agitation, with her dark childish eyes dilated and her breath shorter 
than usual.  Adam's heart yearned over her as he looked at her.  Ah, if he could 
but comfort her, and soothe her, and save her from this pain; if he had but some 
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calculate: (v) estimate, compute, add, 
account, appraise, gauge, cipher, 
reckon, enumerate, forecast, guess. 
ANTONYMS: (v) suppose, doubt, 
estimate. 

conceal: (v) hide, disguise, bury, 
screen, cloak, smother, shield, 
suppress, mask, obscure; (n, v) veil. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reveal, show, 
expose, divulge, clarify, uncover, 
disclose, tell, admit, spotlight, flaunt.

dilated: (adj) wide, inflated,  

ampulliform. 
flimsy: (adj) light, weak, slight, sleazy, 

feeble, delicate, fragile, slender, 
tenuous, fine; (adj, v) limp. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sturdy, strong, 
weighty, heavy, persuasive, reliable, 
robust, convincing, durable, good, 
abundant. 

governed: (adj) subject; (n) citizenry; 
(adv) under. 

grapple: (n, v) grip, clasp, tackle, 
grasp; (v) fight, contend, grab,  

struggle; (adj, n, v) lock; (adj, n) hook; 
(n) grappling. 

plucking: (n) harvesting, rip out. 
prompting: (n) stimulation, 

instigation, prompt, influence, 
inducement, provocation, hint, 
invitation, leading question, 
suggestion; (v) to prompt. 

tearing: (adj) fierce, violent, vehement, 
furious, ripping, ferocious; (n) 
lachrymation, lacrimation, riving 
ahead, tear, lancination. 
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sort of strength that would enable him to rescue her poor troubled mind, as he 
would have rescued her body in the face of all danger! 

"I doubt it must be so, Hetty," he said, tenderly; "for I canna believe you'd let 
any man kiss you by yourselves, and give you a gold box with his hair, and go a-
walking i' the Grove to meet him, if you didna love him.  I'm not blaming you, 
for I know it 'ud begin by little and little, till at last you'd not be able to throw it 
off.  It's him I blame for stealing your love i' that way, when he knew he could 
never make you the right amends.  He's been trifling with you, and making a 
plaything of you, and caring nothing about you as a man ought to care." 

"Yes, he does care for me; I know better nor you," Hetty burst out.  
Everything was forgotten but the pain and anger she felt at Adam's words.%

"Nay, Hetty," said Adam, "if he'd cared for you rightly, he'd never ha' 
behaved so.  He told me himself he meant nothing by his kissing and presents, 
and he wanted to make me believe as you thought light of 'em too.  But I know 
better nor that.  I can't help thinking as you've been trusting to his loving you 
well enough to marry you, for all he's a gentleman.  And that's why I must speak 
to you about it, Hetty, for fear you should be deceiving yourself.  It's never 
entered his head the thought o' marrying you." 

"How do you know?  How durst you say so?" said Hetty, pausing in her walk 
and trembling.  The terrible decision of Adam's tone shook her with fear.  She 
had no presence of mind left for the reflection that Arthur would have his 
reasons for not telling the truth to Adam.  Her words and look were enough to 
determine Adam: he must give her the letter. 

"Perhaps you can't believe me, Hetty, because you think too well of him--
because you think he loves you better than he does.  But I've got a letter i' my 
pocket, as he wrote himself for me to give you.  I've not read the letter, but he 
says he's told you the truth in it.  But before I give you the letter, consider, Hetty, 
and don't let it take too much hold on you.  It wouldna ha' been good for you if 
he'd wanted to do such a mad thing as marry you: it 'ud ha' led to no happiness i' 
th' end." 
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plaything: (n) bauble, trifle, gewgaw, 
cockhorse, doll, dollhouse, dolly, 
playhouse, hobby, hobbyhorse, 
kaleidoscope. 

rescued: (adj) saved, protected. 
rightly: (adv) correctly, rightfully, 

properly, accurately, appropriately, 
exactly, fitly, straightly, fairly, really; 
(adv, v) adequately. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) wrongly, inappropriately, 
incorrectly, immorally, unjustly, 
partially, sinfully, unfairly, falsely. 

stealing: (n) pilferage, larceny, theft, 
steal, burglary, misappropriation, 
embezzlement, stolen, thievery, 
pilfering, thieving. 

troubled: (adj, v) concerned, solicitous; 
(adj) distressed, anxious, worried, 
uneasy, uncomfortable, disconcerted, 
upset, apprehensive, restless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unconcerned, 
composed, calm, easy, relaxed, 
tranquil, assured, carefree, brave, 
stable, unaffected. 

trusting: (adj) credulous, 
unsuspecting, naive, confident, 
confiding, simple, innocent, gullible, 
reliant, give, easy to fool. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distrustful, 
suspicious, doubtful, hesitant, 
protective, shrewd, disingenuous, 
smart, jaded. 

yourselves: (pron) themselves, myself, 
herself. 
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Hetty said nothing; she felt a revival of hope at the mention of a letter which 
Adam had not read.  There would be something quite different in it from what 
he thought.%

Adam took out the letter, but he held it in his hand still, while he said, in a 
tone of tender entreaty, "Don't you bear me ill will, Hetty, because I'm the means 
o' bringing you this pain.  God knows I'd ha' borne a good deal worse for the 
sake o' sparing it you.  And think--there's nobody but me knows about this, and 
I'll take care of you as if I was your brother.  You're the same as ever to me, for I 
don't believe you've done any wrong knowingly." 

Hetty had laid her hand on the letter, but Adam did not loose it till he had 
done speaking.  She took no notice of what he said-- she had not listened; but 
when he loosed the letter, she put it into her pocket, without opening it, and then 
began to walk more quickly, as if she wanted to go in. 

"You're in the right not to read it just yet," said Adam.  "Read it when you're 
by yourself.  But stay out a little bit longer, and let us call the children: you look 
so white and ill, your aunt may take notice of it." 

Hetty heard the warning.  It recalled to her the necessity of rallying her 
native powers of concealment, which had half given way under the shock of 
Adam's words.  And she had the letter in her pocket: she was sure there was 
comfort in that letter in spite of Adam.  She ran to find Totty, and soon 
reappeared with recovered colour, leading Totty, who was making a sour face 
because she had been obliged to throw away an unripe apple that she had set her 
small teeth in. 

"Hegh, Totty," said Adam, "come and ride on my shoulder--ever so high--
you'll touch the tops o' the trees." 

What little child ever refused to be comforted by that glorious sense of being 
seized strongly and swung upward?  I don't believe Ganymede cried when the 
eagle carried him away, and perhaps deposited him on Jove's shoulder at the 
end.  Totty smiled down complacently from her secure height, and pleasant was 
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complacently: (adv) contently, 
conceitedly, self-satisfiedly, 
graciously, arrogantly, satisfiedly, 
contentedly, virtuously, 
sanctimoniously. 

concealment: (n) suppression, 
confidentiality, concealing, secrecy, 
screen, disguise, hiding, privacy, 
camouflage, blind, covering. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discovery, 
disclosure, exposure, expression, 
openness, uncovering, revelation. 

eagle: (n) bird of Jove, colors, double 
eagle, oriflamme, oriflamb, raptor, 
labarum, emblem, flag, dibs, 
streamer. 

rallying: (n) effort, mobilization, 
mobilisation, mass meeting, feat, 
deed, exchange; (adj) moving, 
encouraging, convalescent. 

sparing: (adj, n) economical, saving; 
(adj, v) scanty, poor, chary, meager, 
parsimonious, spare, moderate; (adj) 
thrifty, careful. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

spendthrift, generous, wasteful, 
extravagant. 

tops: (n) apex, pinnacle, pick; (adj) 
champion, elite, fabulous, leading, 
outstanding, uppermost, superb, 
superlative. 

upward: (adv) upwards, upwardly, 
aloft; (adj) overhead, rising, upper, 
increasing, open, vertical, mounting, 
upright. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
descending, downward; (adv) down. 
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the sight to the mother's eyes, as she stood at the house door and saw Adam 
coming with his small burden. 

"Bless your sweet face, my pet," she said, the mother's strong love filling her 
keen eyes with mildness, as Totty leaned forward and put out her arms.  She had 
no eyes for Hetty at that moment, and only said, without looking at her, "You go 
and draw some ale, Hetty; the gells are both at the cheese."%

After the ale had been drawn and her uncle's pipe lighted, there was Totty to 
be taken to bed, and brought down again in her night- gown because she would 
cry instead of going to sleep.  Then there was supper to be got ready, and Hetty 
must be continually in the way to give help.  Adam stayed till he knew Mrs. 
Poyser expected him to go, engaging her and her husband in talk as constantly as 
he could, for the sake of leaving Hetty more at ease.  He lingered, because he 
wanted to see her safely through that evening, and he was delighted to find how 
much self-command she showed.  He knew she had not had time to read the 
letter, but he did not know she was buoyed up by a secret hope that the letter 
would contradict everything he had said.  It was hard work for him to leave her-
-hard to think that he should not know for days how she was bearing her 
trouble.  But he must go at last, and all he could do was to press her hand gently 
as he said "Good-bye," and hope she would take that as a sign that if his love 
could ever be a refuge for her, it was there the same as ever.  How busy his 
thoughts were, as he walked home, in devising pitying excuses for her folly, in 
referring all her weakness to the sweet lovingness of her nature, in blaming 
Arthur, with less and less inclination to admit that his conduct might be 
extenuated too!  His exasperation at Hetty's suffering--and also at the sense that 
she was possibly thrust for ever out of his own reach--deafened him to any plea 
for the miscalled friend who had wrought this misery.  Adam was a clear-
sighted, fair-minded man--a fine fellow, indeed, morally as well as physically.  
But if Aristides the Just was ever in love and jealous, he was at that moment not 
perfectly magnanimous.  And I cannot pretend that Adam, in these painful days, 
felt nothing but righteous indignation and loving pity.  He was bitterly jealous, 
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contradict: (v) deny, oppose, belie, 
conflict, confute, controvert, 
contravene, disprove, refute, 
invalidate, impugn. ANTONYMS: (v) 
agree, match, correspond, approve, 
corroborate, prove, support, 
reinforce. 

devising: (n) cartography, devisal, 
mapmaking, making; (adj) 
cartographical, original, cartographic.

exasperation: (adj, n) exacerbation; (n) 
wrath, annoyance, anger, resentment, 

rage, irritation, ire, indignation, heat, 
displeasure. ANTONYMS: (n) 
delight, calmness, satisfaction. 

extenuated: (adj) marcid, tabid, 
rawboned, shriveled, lanky; (n) 
barebone. 

fair-minded: (adj) even-handed, just, 
impartial, neutral, sane. 

lovingness: (n) tenderness, 
affectionateness, warmth, caring, 
warmheartedness, amorosity, love, 
emotionality, heat, emotionalism,  

amorousness. 
magnanimous: (adj) generous, great, 

noble, bountiful, exalted, big, 
handsome, lofty, large, charitable, 
considerate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
miserly, unforgiving, petty. 

morally: (adv) virtuously, chastely, 
righteously, justly, properly, 
decently, ethically, purely, uprightly, 
rightly, religiously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) indecently, corruptly, 
improperly. 
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and in proportion as his love made him indulgent in his judgment of Hetty, the 
bitterness found a vent in his feeling towards Arthur. 

"Her head was allays likely to be turned," he thought, "when a gentleman, 
with his fine manners, and fine clothes, and his white hands, and that way o' 
talking gentlefolks have, came about her, making up to her in a bold way, as a 
man couldn't do that was only her equal; and it's much if she'll ever like a 
common man now."  He could not help drawing his own hands out of his pocket 
and looking at them--at the hard palms and the broken finger-nails.  "I'm a 
roughish fellow, altogether; I don't know, now I come to think on't, what there is 
much for a woman to like about me; and yet I might ha' got another wife easy 
enough, if I hadn't set my heart on her.  But it's little matter what other women 
think about me, if she can't love me.  She might ha' loved me, perhaps, as likely 
as any other man--there's nobody hereabouts as I'm afraid of, if he hadn't come 
between us; but now I shall belike be hateful to her because I'm so different to 
him.  And yet there's no telling--she may turn round the other way, when she 
finds he's made light of her all the while.  She may come to feel the vally of a man 
as 'ud be thankful to be bound to her all his life.  But I must put up with it 
whichever way it is--I've only to be thankful it's been no worse.  I am not th' only 
man that's got to do without much happiness i' this life.  There's many a good bit 
o' work done with a bad heart.  It's God's will, and that's enough for us: we 
shouldn't know better how things ought to be than He does, I reckon, if we was 
to spend our lives i' puzzling.  But it 'ud ha' gone near to spoil my work for me, 
if I'd seen her brought to sorrow and shame, and through the man as I've always 
been proud to think on.  Since I've been spared that, I've no right to grumble.  
When a man's got his limbs whole, he can bear a smart cut or two." 

As Adam was getting over a stile at this point in his reflections, he perceived 
a man walking along the field before him.  He knew it was Seth, returning from 
an evening preaching, and made haste to overtake him.%

"I thought thee'dst be at home before me," he said, as Seth turned round to 
wait for him, "for I'm later than usual to-night." 
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bitterness: (n) acerbity, animosity, 
gall, malice, resentment, enmity, 
acridity, acidity, bitter, rancor, 
sharpness. ANTONYMS: (n) joy, 
happiness, harmony, kindness, 
blandness, friendliness, goodwill, 
idealism, affection. 

bold: (adj) adventurous, audacious, 
manly, arrogant, intrepid, fearless, 
spirited, heroic, daring, courageous, 
stalwart. ANTONYMS: (adj) timid, 
modest, afraid, meek, shy, light,  

courteous, discreet, faint, fearful, 
abashed. 

fellow: (adj, n) comrade, associate; (n) 
boy, equal, brother, peer, chap, 
colleague, compeer, buddy; (adj, n, v) 
concomitant. ANTONYMS: (n) 
female, woman, girl, foe, enemy, 
antagonist, competitor. 

hateful: (adj) disgusting, execrable, 
nasty, abominable, hideous, 
despicable, repulsive, distasteful, 
foul; (adj, v) odious, obnoxious.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, kind, 
nice, benign, desirable. 

hereabouts: (adv) hereabout, 
thereabouts. 

roughish: (adj) rough, unsmooth. 
spoil: (n, v) ruin; (v) rot, corrupt, mar, 

deface, sack; (adj, v) impair, damage, 
injure, harm, indulge. ANTONYMS: 
(v) improve, conserve, enliven, help, 
abuse, beautify, deny, neglect, 
correct, respect, clean. 
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"Well, I'm later too, for I got into talk, after meeting, with John Barnes, who 
has lately professed himself in a state of perfection, and I'd a question to ask 
him about his experience.  It's one o' them subjects that lead you further than y' 
expect-- they don't lie along the straight road." 

They walked along together in silence two or three minutes.  Adam was not 
inclined to enter into the subtleties of religious experience, but he was inclined to 
interchange a word or two of brotherly affection and confidence with Seth.  That 
was a rare impulse in him, much as the brothers loved each other.  They hardly 
ever spoke of personal matters, or uttered more than an allusion to their family 
troubles.  Adam was by nature reserved in all matters of feeling, and Seth felt a 
certain timidity towards his more practical brother.%

"Seth, lad," Adam said, putting his arm on his brother's shoulder, "hast heard 
anything from Dinah Morris since she went away?" 

"Yes," said Seth.  "She told me I might write her word after a while, how we 
went on, and how mother bore up under her trouble.  So I wrote to her a 
fortnight ago, and told her about thee having a new employment, and how 
Mother was more contented; and last Wednesday, when I called at the post at 
Treddles'on, I found a letter from her.  I think thee'dst perhaps like to read it, but 
I didna say anything about it because thee'st seemed so full of other things.  It's 
quite easy t' read--she writes wonderful for a woman." 

Seth had drawn the letter from his pocket and held it out to Adam, who said, 
as he took it, "Aye, lad, I've got a tough load to carry just now--thee mustna take 
it ill if I'm a bit silenter and crustier nor usual.  Trouble doesna make me care the 
less for thee.  I know we shall stick together to the last." 

"I take nought ill o' thee, Adam.  I know well enough what it means if thee't a 
bit short wi' me now and then." 

"There's Mother opening the door to look out for us," said Adam, as they 
mounted the slope.  "She's been sitting i' the dark as usual.  Well, Gyp, well, art 
glad to see me?" 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

allusion: (n) innuendo, reference, cue, 
suggestion, mention, intimation, 
pointer, insinuation, implication, 
indication, clue. 

fortnight: (n) two weeks, period, 
amount of time. 

lately: (adv) tardily, newly, freshly, 
belatedly, slowly, latterly, deadly; 
(adj, adv) anew, late, afresh; (adj) 
recent. 

perfection: (n) maturity, ideal, 
consummation, paragon,  

completeness, finish, completion, 
crown, flawlessness, development, ne 
plus ultra. ANTONYMS: (n) 
imperfection, fault, abandonment, 
ugliness, deterioration. 

professed: (adj) alleged, declared, 
apparent, avowed, pretended, 
seeming, supposed, affected, feigned, 
so-called, purported. 

reserved: (adj, n) cold, distant, frigid; 
(adj) coy, reticent, diffident, bashful, 
aloof, retiring, quiet, shy.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) open, 
forthcoming, uninhibited, relaxed, 
warm, communicative, talkative, free, 
definite, cordial, forward. 

shoulder: (v) carry, push, hold, jostle, 
sustain, support, assume, accept; (n, 
v) elbow; (n) back, flange. 

slope: (n, v) pitch, slant, dip, tilt; (v) 
cant, lean; (n) declivity, acclivity, hill, 
gradient; (adj, n) inclination. 
ANTONYMS: (v) level; (n) descent, 
hollow, ascent. 
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Lisbeth went in again quickly and lighted a candle, for she had heard the 
welcome rustling of footsteps on the grass, before Gyp's joyful bark. 

"Eh, my lads!  Th' hours war ne'er so long sin' I war born as they'n been this 
blessed Sunday night.  What can ye both ha' been doin' till this time?" 

"Thee shouldstna sit i' the dark, Mother," said Adam; "that makes the time 
seem longer." 

"Eh, what am I to do wi' burnin' candle of a Sunday, when there's on'y me an' 
it's sin to do a bit o' knittin'?  The daylight's long enough for me to stare i' the 
booke as I canna read.  It 'ud be a fine way o' shortenin' the time, to make it waste 
the good candle.  But which on you's for ha'in' supper?  Ye mun ayther be 
clemmed or full, I should think, seein' what time o' night it is." 

"I'm hungry, Mother," said Seth, seating himself at the little table, which had 
been spread ever since it was light.%

"I've had my supper," said Adam.  "Here, Gyp," he added, taking some cold 
potato from the table and rubbing the rough grey head that looked up towards 
him. 

"Thee needstna be gi'in' th' dog," said Lisbeth; "I'n fed him well a'ready.  I'm 
not like to forget him, I reckon, when he's all o' thee I can get sight on." 

"Come, then, Gyp," said Adam, "we'll go to bed.  Good-night, Mother; I'm 
very tired." 

"What ails him, dost know?" Lisbeth said to Seth, when Adam was gone 
upstairs.  "He's like as if he was struck for death this day or two--he's so cast 
down.  I found him i' the shop this forenoon, arter thee wast gone, a-sittin' an' 
doin' nothin'--not so much as a booke afore him." 

"He's a deal o' work upon him just now, Mother," said Seth, "and I think he's 
a bit troubled in his mind.  Don't you take notice of it, because it hurts him when 
you do.  Be as kind to him as you can, Mother, and don't say anything to vex 
him." 
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candle: (n) candela, light, taper, 
bougie, CD, candlepower, lamp, wax 
light, Standard candle; (v) examine, 
illuminate. 

cast: (n, v) throw, stamp, form, fling, 
shape, figure; (v) shed, pitch, chuck; 
(n) casting, appearance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) refuse, receive, 
subtract, reject, take, gather, catch, 
retain, keep. 

footsteps: (n) road, footprints, way, 
trail, path, track, footpath. 

hungry: (adj) eager, avid, famished, 
starving, esurient, greedy, ravenous, 
desirous, meager, starveling; (v) 
starve. ANTONYMS: (adj) full, 
satiated, sated, thirsty, unconcerned, 
moderate, healthy, disinterested. 

potato: (n) murphy, white potato, 
tater, spud, potato-ball, Solanum 
tuberosum, vine, tuber, bittersweet, 
eggplant, white potato vine. 

rough: (adj, n) hard, grating, jagged; 
(adj, n, v) harsh; (adj) raw, gross,  

cruel, crude, gruff; (adj, v) hoarse; (n, 
v) draft. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
silky, soft, sophisticated, refined, 
polished, precise, exact, pleasant, 
glossy, even. 

rustling: (n) rustle, whispering, 
whisper, larceny; (adj) murmurous, 
susurrous, active, soughing. 

struck: (adj, v) smitten; (v) stroke; (adj) 
affected, afflicted, doting, dotty, 
enamored, gaga, hurt, in love, 
infatuated. 

 

  



George Eliot 365

"Eh, what dost talk o' my vexin' him?  An' what am I like to be but kind?  I'll 
ma' him a kettle-cake for breakfast i' the mornin'." 

Adam, meanwhile, was reading Dinah's letter by the light of his dip candle. 
 

"DEAR BROTHER SETH— 
"Your letter lay three days beyond my knowing of it at the post, for I 

had not money enough by me to pay the carriage, this being a time of 
great need and sickness here, with the rains that have fallen, as if the 
windows of heaven were opened again; and to lay by money, from day 
to day, in such a time, when there are so many in present need of all 
things, would be a want of trust like the laying up of the manna.  I speak 
of this, because I would not have you think me slow to answer, or that I 
had small joy in your rejoicing at the worldly good that has befallen your 
brother Adam.  The honour and love you bear him is nothing but meet, 
for God has given him great gifts, and he uses them as the patriarch 
Joseph did, who, when he was exalted to a place of power and trust, yet 
yearned with tenderness towards his parent and his younger brother.%

"My heart is knit to your aged mother since it was granted me to be 
near her in the day of trouble.  Speak to her of me, and tell her I often 
bear her in my thoughts at evening time, when I am sitting in the dim 
light as I did with her, and we held one another's hands, and I spoke the 
words of comfort that were given to me.  Ah, that is a blessed time, isn't 
it, Seth, when the outward light is fading, and the body is a little 
wearied with its work and its labour.  Then the inward light shines the 
brighter, and we have a deeper sense of resting on the Divine strength.  I 
sit on my chair in the dark room and close my eyes, and it is as if I was 
out of the body and could feel no want for evermore.  For then, the very 
hardship, and the sorrow, and the blindness, and the sin I have beheld 
and been ready to weep over--yea, all the anguish of the children of 
men, which sometimes wraps me round like sudden darkness--I can bear 
with a willing pain, as if I was sharing the Redeemer's cross.  For I feel it, 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

anguish: (n, v) pain, ache; (n) torment, 
agony, torture, distress, misery, 
suffering, despair, grief, sorrow. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, 
happiness, calm, euphoria, 
joyfulness, ecstasy, content, peace, 
hopefulness. 

blindness: (n) cecity, sightlessness, 
ablepsy, ignorance, prestriction, 
excecation, cataract, fog, anopia; (adj, 
n) darkness; (adj) anopsy. 

evermore: (adj, adv) always, forever,  

ever; (adv) everlastingly, 
forevermore, perpetually, ever and 
again, for all time, until the end of 
time. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
temporarily, suddenly. 

fading: (n) attenuation, bleaching, 
discoloration, disappearance, 
evaporation, colour fading, decay; 
(adj) disappearing, paling, 
weakening, decaying. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) thriving, increasing, growing. 

manna: (n) honey, nutrient, sap,  

godsend, miraculous food, treacle, 
syrup, sugar, molasses, bonanza, 
boom. 

sickness: (n, v) disease, indisposition, 
malady, disorder, distemper, ailment; 
(n) complaint, qualm, nausea, 
disgust, queasiness. 

wearied: (adj) jaded, tired, spent, 
fatigued, weary, prostrate, limp, 
haggard, shattered, worn, fatigate. 

wraps: (n) concealment, veil of 
secrecy, cover. 
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I feel it--infinite love is suffering too--yea, in the fulness of knowledge it 
suffers, it yearns, it mourns; and that is a blind self-seeking which wants 
to be freed from the sorrow wherewith the whole creation groaneth and 
travaileth.  Surely it is not true blessedness to be free from sorrow, while 
there is sorrow and sin in the world: sorrow is then a part of love, and 
love does not seek to throw it off.  It is not the spirit only that tells me 
this--I see it in the whole work and word of the Gospel.  Is there not 
pleading in heaven?  Is not the Man of Sorrows there in that crucified 
body wherewith he ascended?  And is He not one with the Infinite Love 
itself--as our love is one with our sorrow? 

"These thoughts have been much borne in on me of late, and I have 
seen with new clearness the meaning of those words, 'If any man love 
me, let him take up my cross.'  I have heard this enlarged on as if it 
meant the troubles and persecutions we bring on ourselves by 
confessing Jesus.  But surely that is a narrow thought.  The true cross of 
the Redeemer was the sin and sorrow of this world-- that was what lay 
heavy on his heart--and that is the cross we shall share with him, that is 
the cup we must drink of with him, if we would have any part in that 
Divine Love which is one with his sorrow.%

"In my outward lot, which you ask about, I have all things and 
abound.  I have had constant work in the mill, though some of the other 
hands have been turned off for a time, and my body is greatly 
strengthened, so that I feel little weariness after long walking and 
speaking.  What you say about staying in your own country with your 
mother and brother shows me that you have a true guidance; your lot is 
appointed there by a clear showing, and to seek a greater blessing 
elsewhere would be like laying a false offering on the altar and 
expecting the fire from heaven to kindle it.  My work and my joy are 
here among the hills, and I sometimes think I cling too much to my life 
among the people here, and should be rebellious if I was called away. 

"I was thankful for your tidings about the dear friends at the Hall 
Farm, for though I sent them a letter, by my aunt's desire, after I came 
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abound: (v) swarm, teem, flow, 
overflow, burst; (n) exuberate, 
shower down, stream, rain, 
abundance; (adj) abundant. 
ANTONYM: (v) disperse. 

clearness: (n) clarity, brightness, 
distinctness, perspicuity, lucidity, 
explicitness, sharpness, simplicity, 
purity, limpidity, intelligibility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ambiguity, opacity, 
dirtiness, vagueness, unclearness, 
obscureness, indistinctness, clutter,  

haziness, mustiness. 
confessing: (v) confess. 
expecting: (adj) pregnant, confident, 

with child, heavy, hopeful; (n) family 
way. 

fulness: (n) fullness, entirety, 
completeness, totality. 

kindle: (adj, v) inflame; (v) fire, excite, 
arouse, burn, flame, awaken, incite, 
enkindle, stir; (n, v) light. 
ANTONYMS: (v) enkindle, dampen, 
calm, extinguish, quench, stifle. 

pleading: (adj) importunate, 
imploring, beseeching, appealing, 
suppliant; (n) defense, replication, 
demurrer, defence, advocacy, 
argument. 

self-seeking: (adj) selfish, sordid, self-
centered, unscrupulous; (n) 
individualism, self-love, egoism. 

tidings: (n) intelligence, information, 
message, report, word, advice, 
communication, dispute, wind, 
statement, tiding. 
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back from my sojourn among them, I have had no word from them.  My 
aunt has not the pen of a ready writer, and the work of the house is 
sufficient for the day, for she is weak in body.  My heart cleaves to her 
and her children as the nearest of all to me in the flesh--yea, and to all in 
that house.  I am carried away to them continually in my sleep, and often 
in the midst of work, and even of speech, the thought of them is borne in 
on me as if they were in need and trouble, which yet is dark to me.  
There may be some leading here; but I wait to be taught.  You say they 
are all well.%

"We shall see each other again in the body, I trust, though, it may be, 
not for a long while; for the brethren and sisters at Leeds are desirous to 
have me for a short space among them, when I have a door opened me 
again to leave Snowfield. 

"Farewell, dear brother--and yet not farewell.  For those children of 
God whom it has been granted to see each other face to face, and to hold 
communion together, and to feel the same spirit working in both can 
never more be sundered though the hills may lie between.  For their 
souls are enlarged for evermore by that union, and they bear one another 
about in their thoughts continually as it were a new strength.--Your 
faithful Sister and fellow-worker in Christ, 

"DINAH MORRIS." 
 

"I have not skill to write the words so small as you do and my pen moves 
slow.  And so I am straitened, and say but little of what is in my mind.  Greet 
your mother for me with a kiss.  She asked me to kiss her twice when we parted." 

Adam had refolded the letter, and was sitting meditatively with his head 
resting on his arm at the head of the bed, when Seth came upstairs. 

"Hast read the letter?" said Seth. 
"Yes," said Adam.  "I don't know what I should ha' thought of her and her 

letter if I'd never seen her: I daresay I should ha' thought a preaching woman 
hateful.  But she's one as makes everything seem right she says and does, and I 
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communion: (n) communication, 
denomination, intercourse, alliance, 
Eucharist, faction, sacrament, traffic, 
sharing, fellowship, Holy 
Communion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hostility, disunity, distance, 
disagreement, alienation, contention.

desirous: (adj) wistful, avid, 
ambitious, greedy, longing, eager, 
hungry, covetous, envious, agog; (adj, 
v) willing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undesirous, reluctant, undesiring,  

unconcerned. 
midst: (adj, n) middle; (adv) mid, 

between; (prep) among, amid; (n) 
core, center, thick, interior, heart, 
waist. 

nearest: (adj) proximate, immediate, 
close, near, next, adjoining, intimate, 
direct, adjacent; (adj, adv) nighest; 
(adv) fore. ANTONYM: (adj) distant. 

sojourn: (adj, v) reside, inhabit; (n) 
residence, abode; (adj, n, v) stay; (v) 
remain, lodge, abide, live; (n, v)  

delay, domicile. 
straitened: (n) necessitous, pinched, 

distressed, put to it; (adj) narrow, 
poor, destitute, selfish, narrow views, 
exact, near. 

sundered: (v) subjugated, ruined 
financially, rough, subdued, 
humbled, cracked, not continuous, 
strained, disunited, disconnected, 
contrite. 
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seemed to see her and hear her speaking when I read the letter.  It's wonderful 
how I remember her looks and her voice.  She'd make thee rare and happy, Seth; 
she's just the woman for thee." 

"It's no use thinking o' that," said Seth, despondingly.  "She spoke so firm, 
and she's not the woman to say one thing and mean another." 

"Nay, but her feelings may grow different.  A woman may get to love by 
degrees--the best fire dosna flare up the soonest.  I'd have thee go and see her by 
and by: I'd make it convenient for thee to be away three or four days, and it 'ud 
be no walk for thee--only between twenty and thirty mile." 

"I should like to see her again, whether or no, if she wouldna be displeased 
with me for going," said Seth.%

"She'll be none displeased," said Adam emphatically, getting up and 
throwing off his coat.  "It might be a great happiness to us all if she'd have thee, 
for mother took to her so wonderful and seemed so contented to be with her." 

"Aye," said Seth, rather timidly, "and Dinah's fond o' Hetty too; she thinks a 
deal about her." 

Adam made no reply to that, and no other word but "good-night" passed 
between them. 
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coat: (v) cloak, blanket; (n, v) sheath, 
plaster; (n) coating, fur, film, crust, 
jacket, layer, bark. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reveal, expose. 

convenient: (adj) comfortable, 
commodious, handy, appropriate, 
expedient, timely, fit, useful, nearby, 
opportune; (adj, n) advantageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unwieldy, fixed, 
useless, distant, troublesome, 
unsuited, remote, unsuitable, 
unadaptable, unuseful,  

inappropriate. 
despondingly: (adv) sombrely. 
emphatically: (adv) decidedly, 

definitely, positively, categorically, 
flatly, distinctly, absolutely, 
explicitly, forcefully, firmly, 
expressly. 

flare: (n, v) blaze, flame, burst, glare; 
(v) burn, glint, blaze up, burn up; (n) 
fire; (adj) detonate, explode. 

happiness: (n) delight, merriment, 
ecstasy, welfare, gladness, luck,  

cheerfulness, blessedness, bliss, 
felicity, contentment. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sadness, despair, grief, misery, 
dissatisfaction, seriousness, dullness, 
discontent, dejection, gloominess, 
displeasure. 

rare: (adj) uncommon, thin, unusual, 
seldom, scarce, precious, exceptional, 
infrequent, few, choice, fine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) common, 
frequent, usual, plentiful, 
commonplace, recurrent. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI  

 
IN  H ETTY 'S  BED -C H AMBER  

 
 

It was no longer light enough to go to bed without a candle, even in Mrs. 
Poyser's early household, and Hetty carried one with her as she went up at last 
to her bedroom soon after Adam was gone, and bolted the door behind her.%

Now she would read her letter.  It must--it must have comfort in it.  How was 
Adam to know the truth?  It was always likely he should say what he did say. 

She set down the candle and took out the letter.  It had a faint scent of roses, 
which made her feel as if Arthur were close to her.  She put it to her lips, and a 
rush of remembered sensations for a moment or two swept away all fear.  But 
her heart began to flutter strangely, and her hands to tremble as she broke the 
seal.  She read slowly; it was not easy for her to read a gentleman's handwriting, 
though Arthur had taken pains to write plainly. 

 
"DEAREST HETTY— 

"I have spoken truly when I have said that I loved you, and I shall 
never forget our love.  I shall be your true friend as long as life lasts, and 
I hope to prove this to you in many ways.  If I say anything to pain you 
in this letter, do not believe it is for want of love and tenderness towards 
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faint: (adj, n, v) swoon; (adj) dim, 
feeble, dizzy, indistinct, vague, soft, 
dull; (adj, v) weak; (v) languish, pass 
out. ANTONYMS: (adj) distinct, 
clear, obvious, loud, considerable, 
pungent, invigorated, hearty, 
energetic, defined; (v) revive. 

rush: (n, v) charge, flood, dash, flow, 
gush, race, run, speed, attack; (adj, n, 
v) burst; (n) onrush. ANTONYMS: (v) 
delay, dawdle, linger, wander, amble, 
hesitate, crawl, trickle; (n) shortage,  

slowness, unimportance. 
scent: (n, v) fragrance, smell, odor, 

essence, nose; (n) aroma, bouquet, 
redolence, odour; (adj, n) savor, 
flavor. ANTONYMS: (n) stench, 
stink. 

seal: (n, v) stamp; (v) plug, bar, caulk, 
stop, shut; (n) cachet, hallmark, 
imprint, signet; (adj) conclude. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) open; (v) unseal. 

strangely: (adv) curiously, queerly, 
unusually, funnily, peculiarly,  

weirdly, marvelously, uncommonly, 
extraordinarily, singularly, bizarrely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) typically, 
ordinarily, harmoniously. 

swept: (adj) clean. 
truly: (adj, adv) really; (adv) sincerely, 

in truth, exactly, in fact, indeed, in 
reality, genuinely, right, certainly, 
honestly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
insincerely, dubiously, doubtfully, 
apparently, inaccurately, indefinite, 
dishonestly, mildly, wrongly. 
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you, for there is nothing I would not do for you, if I knew it to be really 
for your happiness.  I cannot bear to think of my little Hetty shedding 
tears when I am not there to kiss them away; and if I followed only my 
own inclinations, I should be with her at this moment instead of writing.  
It is very hard for me to part from her--harder still for me to write words 
which may seem unkind, though they spring from the truest kindness.%

"Dear, dear Hetty, sweet as our love has been to me, sweet as it 
would be to me for you to love me always, I feel that it would have been 
better for us both if we had never had that happiness, and that it is my 
duty to ask you to love me and care for me as little as you can.  The fault 
has all been mine, for though I have been unable to resist the longing to 
be near you, I have felt all the while that your affection for me might 
cause you grief.  I ought to have resisted my feelings.  I should have 
done so, if I had been a better fellow than I am; but now, since the past 
cannot be altered, I am bound to save you from any evil that I have 
power to prevent.  And I feel it would be a great evil for you if your 
affections continued so fixed on me that you could think of no other man 
who might be able to make you happier by his love than I ever can, and 
if you continued to look towards something in the future which cannot 
possibly happen.  For, dear Hetty, if I were to do what you one day 
spoke of, and make you my wife, I should do what you yourself would 
come to feel was for your misery instead of your welfare.  I know you 
can never be happy except by marrying a man in your own station; and 
if I were to marry you now, I should only be adding to any wrong I have 
done, besides offending against my duty in the other relations of life.  
You know nothing, dear Hetty, of the world in which I must always live, 
and you would soon begin to dislike me, because there would be so little 
in which we should be alike. 

"And since I cannot marry you, we must part--we must try not to feel 
like lovers any more.  I am miserable while I say this, but nothing else 
can be.  Be angry with me, my sweet one, I deserve it; but do not believe 
that I shall not always care for you-- always be grateful to you--always 
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alike: (adj) corresponding, equal, 
equivalent, cognate, analogical, 
parallel, analogous, identical, similar, 
the same, duplicate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) different, dissimilar, contrasting, 
unalike, disparate, unlike, opposite; 
(adv) differently, unequally, 
unevenly. 

dislike: (n) disapproval, disaffection, 
antipathy, disdain, disfavor, 
revulsion; (n, v) hate, disinclination, 
aversion, distaste; (v) detest.  

ANTONYMS: (n) liking, fondness, 
taste, attraction, enjoyment, 
preference, longing; (v) like, enjoy, 
approve, adore. 

grief: (adj, n, v) affliction; (n) dolor, 
anguish, distress, agony, pain, 
wound, chagrin, concern; (n, v) 
regret; (adj) sore. ANTONYMS: (n) 
joy, happiness, comfort, content, 
peace. 

longing: (n, v) desire, aspiration; (adj) 
eager, wistful, nostalgic; (n) nostalgia, 

wish, hankering, urge, appetite; (adj, 
n) yearning. ANTONYMS: (n) 
apathy, disinclination; (adj) satisfied, 
unconcerned. 

offending: (adj) opprobrious, criminal, 
aberrant, guilty, delinquent, 
antisocial, scurrilous, errant. 

shedding: (n) molting, abscission, 
fluffing, effusion, moulting, 
biological process, desquamation, 
sloughing, emission; (adj, n) peeling; 
(adj) flaking. 
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remember my Hetty; and if any trouble should come that we do not now 
foresee, trust in me to do everything that lies in my power.%

"I have told you where you are to direct a letter to, if you want to 
write, but I put it down below lest you should have forgotten.  Do not 
write unless there is something I can really do for you; for, dear Hetty, 
we must try to think of each other as little as we can.  Forgive me, and 
try to forget everything about me, except that I shall be, as long as I live, 
your affectionate friend, 

ARTHUR DONNITHORNE. 
 

Slowly Hetty had read this letter; and when she looked up from it there was 
the reflection of a blanched face in the old dim glass-- a white marble face with 
rounded childish forms, but with something sadder than a child's pain in it.  
Hetty did not see the face--she saw nothing--she only felt that she was cold and 
sick and trembling.  The letter shook and rustled in her hand.  She laid it down.  
It was a horrible sensation--this cold and trembling.  It swept away the very ideas 
that produced it, and Hetty got up to reach a warm cloak from her clothes-press, 
wrapped it round her, and sat as if she were thinking of nothing but getting 
warm.  Presently she took up the letter with a firmer hand, and began to read it 
through again.  The tears came this time--great rushing tears that blinded her 
and blotched the paper.  She felt nothing but that Arthur was cruel--cruel to 
write so, cruel not to marry her.  Reasons why he could not marry her had no 
existence for her mind; how could she believe in any misery that could come to 
her from the fulfilment of all she had been longing for and dreaming of?  She had 
not the ideas that could make up the notion of that misery. 

As she threw down the letter again, she caught sight of her face in the glass; it 
was reddened now, and wet with tears; it was almost like a companion that she 
might complain to--that would pity her.  She leaned forward on her elbows, and 
looked into those dark overflooding eyes and at the quivering mouth, and saw 
how the tears came thicker and thicker, and how the mouth became convulsed 
with sobs. 
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affectionate: (adj) fond, tender, kind, 
mild, devoted, ardent, warm, cordial, 
caring, brotherly; (adj, adv) fatherly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncaring, callous, 
undemonstrative, aloof, cool, 
disapproving, reserved, antagonistic, 
paternal, rough. 

blanched: (adj) ashen, colorless, white, 
bleached, bloodless, benevolent, wan, 
pale, lightened, fair, faded. 

blotched: (adj) splotched, maculate. 
foresee: (v) expect, forecast, anticipate, 

envisage, previse, foreknow, 
prophesy, provide, foresaw, predict, 
see. 

leaned: (v) erudite, lettered; (adj) 
tilted, inclined, educated. 

marble: (n) taw, marver, leopard, 
heart of stone, granite, cheetah, 
marbling; (adj, n) stone; (v) foolscap; 
(adj) flint, quartz. 

reddened: (adj) red, ablaze, aflame, 
flushed, crimson, inflamed, blazing, 
aroused, blemished, red as scarlet,  

spotty. 
rounded: (adj) round, curved, circular, 

orbicular, full, globular, rotund, 
spherical, blunt, fat, obtuse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, sharp, 
bony, concave, angular, thin. 

sadder: (adj) doleful. 
wrapped: (prep) covered; (adj) clothed, 

draped, rapt, intent, absorbed, 
engrossed, mantled, packed, 
immersed; (adj, prep) cloaked. 

 

 



Adam Bede 372

The shattering of all her little dream-world, the crushing blow on her new-
born passion, afflicted her pleasure-craving nature with an overpowering pain 
that annihilated all impulse to resistance, and suspended her anger.  She sat 
sobbing till the candle went out, and then, wearied, aching, stupefied with 
crying, threw herself on the bed without undressing and went to sleep.%

There was a feeble dawn in the room when Hetty awoke, a little after four 
o'clock, with a sense of dull misery, the cause of which broke upon her gradually 
as she began to discern the objects round her in the dim light.  And then came the 
frightening thought that she had to conceal her misery as well as to bear it, in this 
dreary daylight that was coming.  She could lie no longer.  She got up and went 
towards the table: there lay the letter.  She opened her treasure-drawer: there lay 
the ear-rings and the locket--the signs of all her short happiness--the signs of the 
lifelong dreariness that was to follow it.  Looking at the little trinkets which she 
had once eyed and fingered so fondly as the earnest of her future paradise of 
finery, she lived back in the moments when they had been given to her with such 
tender caresses, such strangely pretty words, such glowing looks, which filled 
her with a bewildering delicious surprise--they were so much sweeter than she 
had thought anything could be.  And the Arthur who had spoken to her and 
looked at her in this way, who was present with her now--whose arm she felt 
round her, his cheek against hers, his very breath upon her--was the cruel, cruel 
Arthur who had written that letter, that letter which she snatched and crushed 
and then opened again, that she might read it once more.  The half-benumbed 
mental condition which was the effect of the last night's violent crying made it 
necessary to her to look again and see if her wretched thoughts were actually 
true--if the letter was really so cruel.  She had to hold it close to the window, else 
she could not have read it by the faint light.  Yes!  It was worse--it was more 
cruel.  She crushed it up again in anger.  She hated the writer of that letter--hated 
him for the very reason that she hung upon him with all her love--all the girlish 
passion and vanity that made up her love. 

She had no tears this morning.  She had wept them all away last night, and 
now she felt that dry-eyed morning misery, which is worse than the first shock 
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afflicted: (adj) miserable, distressed, 
stricken, pitiful, sorrowful, ill, 
woeful, dejected, sorry; (v) afflict, 
displeased. 

annihilated: (adj) exterminated, lost, 
uncreated, wiped out, annihilate; (v) 
perished. 

dreariness: (n) desolation, tedium, 
dullness, gloominess, boringness, 
dulness, depression, boredom, 
sadness, bleakness, gloom. 
ANTONYMS: (n) brightness,  

cheerfulness, splendor. 
fondly: (adv) lovingly, tenderly, 

warmly, kindly, caringly, adoringly, 
devotedly, amorously, dearly, 
dotingly, foolishly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) coldly, ill. 

girlish: (adj) boyish, childish, kittenish, 
juvenile, adolescent, innocent, 
schoolgirlish, babyish, immature, 
youthful, female. 

hers: (pron) she, his; (adj) own. 
shattering: (n) smashing, breakage;  

(adj) piercing, loud, ruinous, severe, 
grueling, earsplitting, dreadful, 
disastrous; (v) shatter. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wonderful, fortunate. 

stupefied: (adj) stunned, amazed, 
astonished, bewildered, astounded, 
dumbfounded, stupid, confused, 
flabbergasted, dumfounded, groggy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) precise, 
unimpressed. 

trinkets: (n) finery, jewels. 
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because it has the future in it as well as the present.  Every morning to come, as 
far as her imagination could stretch, she would have to get up and feel that the 
day would have no joy for her.  For there is no despair so absolute as that which 
comes with the first moments of our first great sorrow, when we have not yet 
known what it is to have suffered and be healed, to have despaired and to have 
recovered hope.  As Hetty began languidly to take off the clothes she had worn 
all the night, that she might wash herself and brush her hair, she had a sickening 
sense that her life would go on in this way.  She should always be doing things 
she had no pleasure in, getting up to the old tasks of work, seeing people she 
cared nothing about, going to church, and to Treddleston, and to tea with Mrs. 
Best, and carrying no happy thought with her.  For her short poisonous delights 
had spoiled for ever all the little joys that had once made the sweetness of her 
life--the new frock ready for Treddleston Fair, the party at Mr. Britton's at 
Broxton wake, the beaux that she would say "No" to for a long while, and the 
prospect of the wedding that was to come at last when she would have a silk 
gown and a great many clothes all at once.  These things were all flat and dreary 
to her now; everything would be a weariness, and she would carry about for ever 
a hopeless thirst and longing.%

She paused in the midst of her languid undressing and leaned against the 
dark old clothes-press.  Her neck and arms were bare, her hair hung down in 
delicate rings--and they were just as beautiful as they were that night two 
months ago, when she walked up and down this bed-chamber glowing with 
vanity and hope.  She was not thinking of her neck and arms now; even her own 
beauty was indifferent to her.  Her eyes wandered sadly over the dull old 
chamber, and then looked out vacantly towards the growing dawn.  Did a 
remembrance of Dinah come across her mind?  Of her foreboding words, which 
had made her angry?  Of Dinah's affectionate entreaty to think of her as a friend 
in trouble?  No, the impression had been too slight to recur.  Any affection or 
comfort Dinah could have given her would have been as indifferent to Hetty this 
morning as everything else was except her bruised passion.  She was only 
thinking she could never stay here and go on with the old life--she could better 
bear something quite new than sinking back into the old everyday round.  She 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bruised: (adj) wounded, hurt, raw, 
sore, livid, tender, sensitive, rotten, 
surbet, sore to the touch, painful. 

glowing: (adj, n) enthusiastic, cordial, 
passionate; (adj) burning, fervent, 
blazing, flaming, fiery, dazzling; (adj, 
v) warm; (adj, adv) aglow. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pale, wan, 
unhappy, unenthusiastic, derogatory, 
dispassionate, unwell. 

healed: (adj) recovered, heal, recover, 
whole, corned, well, aged. 

poisonous: (adj) toxic, mortal, 
venomous, noxious, malicious, fatal, 
baneful, poison, lethal, viperous, 
mephitic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harmless, benevolent, edible, 
kindhearted. 

silk: (adj) silky, down, silken, velure, 
velvet; (n) silks, satin, cloth, animal 
fiber, fabric, dental floss. 

sweetness: (n) sugariness, sweet, 
redolence, pleasantness, fragrance, 
aroma, charm, perfume, amenity,  

niceness, kindness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sourness, sharpness, unpleasantness, 
harshness, tastelessness, unkindness. 

thirst: (n, v) hunger, lust, wish; (n) 
longing, yen, craving, hankering, 
dryness, appetite; (v) starve, crave. 
ANTONYM: (n) dislike. 

vacantly: (adj, adv) vacuously, 
expressionlessly, inanely; (adv) 
voidly, emptily, unoccupiedly, 
hollowly, unemployedly, 
thoughtlessly, freely, barely. 
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would like to run away that very morning, and never see any of the old faces 
again.  But Hetty's was not a nature to face difficulties--to dare to loose her hold 
on the familiar and rush blindly on some unknown condition.  Hers was a 
luxurious and vain nature--not a passionate one--and if she were ever to take any 
violent measure, she must be urged to it by the desperation of terror. There was 
not much room for her thoughts to travel in the narrow circle of her imagination, 
and she soon fixed on the one thing she would do to get away from her old life: 
she would ask her uncle to let her go to be a lady's maid.  Miss Lydia's maid 
would help her to get a situation, if she krew Hetty had her uncle's leave.%

When she had thought of this, she fastened up her hair and began to wash: it 
seemed more possible to her to go downstairs and try to behave as usual.  She 
would ask her uncle this very day.  On Hetty's blooming health it would take a 
great deal of such mental suffering as hers to leave any deep impress; and when 
she was dressed as neatly as usual in her working-dress, with her hair tucked up 
under her little cap, an indifferent observer would have been more struck with 
the young roundness of her cheek and neck and the darkness of her eyes and 
eyelashes than with any signs of sadness about her.  But when she took up the 
crushed letter and put it in her drawer, that she might lock it out of sight, hard 
smarting tears, having no relief in them as the great drops had that fell last night, 
forced their way into her eyes.  She wiped them away quickly: she must not cry 
in the day-time.  Nobody should find out how miserable she was, nobody should 
know she was disappointed about anything; and the thought that the eyes of her 
aunt and uncle would be upon her gave her the self-command which often 
accompanies a great dread.  For Hetty looked out from her secret misery towards 
the possibility of their ever knowing what had happened, as the sick and weary 
prisoner might think of the possible pillory.  They would think her conduct 
shameful, and shame was torture.  That was poor little Hetty's conscience. 

So she locked up her drawer and went away to her early work. 
In the evening, when Mr. Poyser was smoking his pipe, and his good-nature 

was therefore at its superlative moment, Hetty seized the opportunity of her 
aunt's absence to say, "Uncle, I wish you'd let me go for a lady's maid." 
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blindly: (adv) darkly, dimly, 
blindfoldly, purblindly, obscurely, 
heedlessly, unreasoningly, blindfold, 
unsightedly, inconsiderately, 
ignorantly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
sensibly, carefully, considerately, 
purposely. 

fastened: (adj) tied, fast, buttoned, 
closed, tight, secure, pinned, binding, 
empight, steady, firm. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unfastened, unbuttoned. 

impress: (n, v) mark, print, stamp; (v)  

move, affect, inscribe, instill, touch, 
emboss, inculcate; (n) impression. 

luxurious: (adj) voluptuous, costly, 
deluxe, lavish, sumptuous, 
epicurean, grand, luscious, opulent, 
magnificent; (adj, n) lush. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) meager, frugal, 
poor, Spartan, austere, humble, 
unpleasant, ascetic, impoverished. 

pillory: (n) stocks, whipping post, 
instrument of punishment; (v) 
punish, crucify, slate, attack, libel,  

malign, penalize, pick holes in. 
ANTONYMS: (v) compliment, praise. 

smarting: (adj) painful, burning, sore; 
(n) ache, pain, hurting, bite, 
throbbing, hurt, soreness, sting. 

superlative: (adj) matchless, greatest, 
excellent, peerless, outstanding, 
supreme, maximum, highest; (n) 
peak; (adj, n) top; (adv) most. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unexceptional, 
inferior, mediocre, poor, abysmal. 
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Mr. Poyser took the pipe from his mouth and looked at Hetty in mild 
surprise for some moments.  She was sewing, and went on with her work 
industriously.%

"Why, what's put that into your head, my wench?" he said at last, after he had 
given one conservative puff. 

"I should like it--I should like it better than farm-work." 
"Nay, nay; you fancy so because you donna know it, my wench.  It wouldn't 

be half so good for your health, nor for your luck i' life.  I'd like you to stay wi' us 
till you've got a good husband: you're my own niece, and I wouldn't have you go 
to service, though it was a gentleman's house, as long as I've got a home for you." 

Mr. Poyser paused, and puffed away at his pipe. 
"I like the needlework," said Hetty, "and I should get good wages." 
"Has your aunt been a bit sharp wi' you?" said Mr. Poyser, not noticing 

Hetty's further argument.  "You mustna mind that, my wench--she does it for 
your good.  She wishes you well; an' there isn't many aunts as are no kin to you 
'ud ha' done by you as she has." 

"No, it isn't my aunt," said Hetty, "but I should like the work better." 
"It was all very well for you to learn the work a bit--an' I gev my consent to 

that fast enough, sin' Mrs. Pomfret was willing to teach you.  For if anything was 
t' happen, it's well to know how to turn your hand to different sorts o' things.  
But I niver meant you to go to service, my wench; my family's ate their own 
bread and cheese as fur back as anybody knows, hanna they, Father?  You 
wouldna like your grand-child to take wage?" 

"Na-a-y," said old Martin, with an elongation of the word, meant to make it 
bitter as well as negative, while he leaned forward and looked down on the 
floor.  "But the wench takes arter her mother.  I'd hard work t' hould her in, an' 
she married i' spite o' me--a feller wi' on'y two head o' stock when there should 
ha' been ten on's farm--she might well die o' th' inflammation afore she war 
thirty." 
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bitter: (adj, v) acrimonious, acrid; (adj) 
sharp, acid, malicious, caustic, 
virulent, sour, resentful, keen, 
acerbic. ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, 
charitable, hot, sugary, kind, 
wonderful, warm, pleasant, nice, 
agreeable, gentle. 

cheese: (n) cheddar, cottage cheese, 
blue cheese, brick cheese, Brie, 
Camembert, Cheddar cheese, 
cheeseflower, bleu, Edam, 
exaggeration. 

elongation: (n) extension, stretch, 
expansion, longness, improver, 
length, production, renewal, 
continuation, protraction, 
lengthening. 

inflammation: (n) combustion, 
swelling, inflaming, fury, burning, 
firing, bulge, appendicitis; (n, v) 
ignition; (v) ignite, kindle. 

mild: (adj, n) kindly, gracious; (adj) 
easy, lenient, benign, docile, humble, 
clement, sweet, balmy, delicate.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) extreme, pungent, 
spicy, sharp, severe, scathing, 
incisive, hot, powerful, great, 
passionate. 

pipe: (n) conduit, duct, flue, passage, 
pipage; (n, v) channel, cry; (v) squeak, 
sing, peep, screech. 

puff: (adj, n, v) gasp; (n, v) blow, whiff, 
gust, drag; (v) boast, inflate, huff, 
heave, brag, distend. 

sorts: (n) varieties, sorting, running pi, 
batter. 
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It was seldom the old man made so long a speech, but his son's question had 
fallen like a bit of dry fuel on the embers of a long unextinguished resentment, 
which had always made the grandfather more indifferent to Hetty than to his 
son's children.  Her mother's fortune had been spent by that good-for-nought 
Sorrel, and Hetty had Sorrel's blood in her veins.%

"Poor thing, poor thing!" said Martin the younger, who was sorry to have 
provoked this retrospective harshness.  "She'd but bad luck.  But Hetty's got as 
good a chance o' getting a solid, sober husband as any gell i' this country." 

After throwing out this pregnant hint, Mr. Poyser recurred to his pipe and his 
silence, looking at Hetty to see if she did not give some sign of having renounced 
her ill-advised wish.  But instead of that, Hetty, in spite of herself, began to cry, 
half out of ill temper at the denial, half out of the day's repressed sadness. 

"Hegh, hegh!" said Mr. Poyser, meaning to check her playfully, "don't let's 
have any crying.  Crying's for them as ha' got no home, not for them as want to 
get rid o' one.  What dost think?" he continued to his wife, who now came back 
into the house-place, knitting with fierce rapidity, as if that movement were a 
necessary function, like the twittering of a crab's antennae. 

"Think?  Why, I think we shall have the fowl stole before we are much older, 
wi' that gell forgetting to lock the pens up o' nights.  What's the matter now, 
Hetty?  What are you crying at?" 

"Why, she's been wanting to go for a lady's maid," said Mr. Poyser.  "I tell her 
we can do better for her nor that." 

"I thought she'd got some maggot in her head, she's gone about wi' her 
mouth buttoned up so all day.  It's all wi' going so among them servants at the 
Chase, as we war fools for letting her.  She thinks it 'ud be a finer life than being 
wi' them as are akin to her and ha' brought her up sin' she war no bigger nor 
Marty.  She thinks there's nothing belongs to being a lady's maid but wearing 
finer clothes nor she was born to, I'll be bound.  It's what rag she can get to stick 
on her as she's thinking on from morning till night, as I often ask her if she 
wouldn't like to be the mawkin i' the field, for then she'd be made o' rags inside 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

akin: (adj) near, like, allied, equivalent, 
alike, similar, analogous, parallel, 
cognate, kindred, corresponding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unconnected, 
alien, disconnected, dissimilar, 
different. 

embers: (v) cinder, ash, scoriae; (n) 
fire, ashes. 

harshness: (n) austerity, asperity, 
severity, acrimony, brutality, 
hardness, roughness, rigor, 
inclemency, hoarseness; (adj, n)  

strictness. ANTONYMS: (n) softness, 
leniency, quietness, flexibility, 
kindness, mercy, sweetness, 
melodiousness, brightness, 
smoothness, lenience. 

ill-advised: (adj) indiscreet, rash, 
unwise, reckless, impolitic, hasty, 
thoughtless, inadvisable, incautious, 
foolish, unwary. 

playfully: (adv) sportively, jocularly, 
puckishly, impishly, merrily, 
naughtily, roguishly, frolicsomely,  

lightheartedly, archly, skittishly. 
rapidity: (n) expedition, quickness, 

promptness, dispatch, celerity, haste, 
velocity, pace, fleetness, 
promptitude, speed. ANTONYM: (n) 
tardiness. 

unextinguished: (v) unruly, 
unquenched, unquelled; (adj) 
unexpired, alive, brisk, thronged, 
easily impressed, existent, having 
susceptibility, lively. 
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and out.  I'll never gi' my consent to her going for a lady's maid, while she's got 
good friends to take care on her till she's married to somebody better nor one o' 
them valets, as is neither a common man nor a gentleman, an' must live on the 
fat o' the land, an's like enough to stick his hands under his coat-tails and expect 
his wife to work for him."%

"Aye, aye," said Mr. Poyser, "we must have a better husband for her nor that, 
and there's better at hand.  Come, my wench, give over crying and get to bed.  I'll 
do better for you nor letting you go for a lady's maid.  Let's hear no more on't." 

When Hetty was gone upstairs he said, "I canna make it out as she should 
want to go away, for I thought she'd got a mind t' Adam Bede.  She's looked like 
it o' late." 

"Eh, there's no knowing what she's got a liking to, for things  take no more 
hold on her than if she was a dried pea.  I believe that gell, Molly--as is 
aggravatin' enough, for the matter o' that--but I believe she'd care more about 
leaving us and the children, for all she's been here but a year come Michaelmas, 
nor Hetty would.  But she's got this notion o' being a lady's maid wi' going 
among them servants--we might ha' known what it 'ud lead to when we let her 
go to learn the fine work.  But I'll put a stop to it pretty quick." 

"Thee'dst be sorry to part wi' her, if it wasn't for her good," said Mr. Poyser.  
"She's useful to thee i' the work." 

"Sorry?  Yes, I'm fonder on her nor she deserves--a little hard- hearted hussy, 
wanting to leave us i' that way.  I can't ha' had her about me these seven year, I 
reckon, and done for her, and taught her everything wi'out caring about her.  An' 
here I'm having linen spun, an' thinking all the while it'll make sheeting and 
table-clothing for her when she's married, an' she'll live i' the parish wi' us, and 
never go out of our sights--like a fool as I am for thinking aught about her, as is 
no better nor a cherry wi' a hard stone inside it." 

"Nay, nay, thee mustna make much of a trifle," said Mr. Poyser, soothingly.  
"She's fond on us, I'll be bound; but she's young, an' gets things in her head as 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

caring: (adj) tender, affectionate, 
loving, fond, compassionate, 
concerned, sympathetic, kind, 
solicitous, considerate, obliging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncaring, 
unfeeling, callous, flippant, unkind, 
inhumane, hardhearted, unhelpful, 
thoughtless, rough, paternal. 

cherry: (adj, n) cerise, red; (n) cherry 
tree, capulin, virgin; (adj) ruddy, 
crimson, ruby, scarlet, rubicund, 
blooming. 

crying: (adj, v) exigent, instant, 
pressing, urgent; (adj) insistent, 
clamant, imperative, blatant; (n) 
weeping; (v) weep; (adj, n) sniveling. 

dried: (adj) arid, desiccated, 
dehydrated, shriveled, shrunken, 
drained, torrid, parched, withered; 
(n) drier, dryer. 

fool: (n) blockhead, dunce, clown, 
idiot, ass, booby, buffoon; (v) deceive, 
bamboozle; (n, v) joke, gull. 
ANTONYM: (n) savant. 

hussy: (n) strumpet, trollop, 
fornicatress, adulteress, tramp, 
female, baggage, Trull, minx, quean, 
huswife. 

linen: (n) fabric, flax, lingerie, doily, 
doyley, doyly, cambric, underwear, 
underclothes, hemp; (v) muslin. 

soothingly: (adv) softly, quietly, 
calmingly, lullingly, lightly, tenderly, 
kindly, blandly, calmly, 
comfortingly, sedatively. 
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she can't rightly give account on.  Them young fillies 'ull run away often wi'-ou; 
knowing why." 

Her uncle's answers, however, had had another effect on Hetty besides that 
of disappointing her and making her cry.  She knew quite well whom he had in 
his mind in his allusions to marriage, and to a sober, solid husband; and when 
she was in her bedroom again, the possibility of her marrying Adam presented 
itself to her in a new light.  In a mind where no strong sympathies are at work, 
where there is no supreme sense of right to which the agitated nature can cling 
and steady itself to quiet endurance, one of the first results of sorrow is a 
desperate vague clutching after any deed that will change the actual condition.  
Poor Hetty's vision of consequences, at no time more than a narrow fantastic 
calculation of her own probable pleasures and pains, was now quite shut out by 
reckless irritation under present suffering, and she was ready for one of those 
convulsive, motiveless actions by which wretched men and women leap from a 
temporary sorrow into a lifelong misery.%

Why should she not marry Adam?  She did not care what she did, so that it 
made some change in her life.  She felt confident that he would still want to 
marry her, and any further thought about Adam's happiness in the matter had 
never yet visited her. 

"Strange!" perhaps you will say, "this rush of impulse to-wards a course that 
might have seemed the most repugnant to her present state of mind, and in only 
the second night of her sadness!" 

Yes, the actions of a little trivial soul like Hetty's, struggling amidst the 
serious sad destinies of a human being, are strange.  So are the motions of a little 
vessel without ballast tossed about on a stormy sea.  How pretty it looked with 
its parti-coloured sail in the sunlight, moored in the quiet bay! 

"Let that man bear the loss who loosed it from its moorings." 
But that will not save the vessel--the pretty thing that might have been a 

lasting joy. 
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ballast: (n) weight, ballasting, 
counterbalance, substance, freight; 
(adj) aplomb, unperturbed; (v) 
stabilize, load, poise, stabilise. 

endurance: (adj, n) sufferance; (n) 
stamina, tolerance, courage, 
permanence, continuance, energy, 
fortitude, tenacity, duration, 
toughness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
weakness, inconsistency, impatience, 
frailty, discontinuation, 
discontinuance, death. 

leap: (n, v) bound, spring, bounce, 
caper, dive, vault, lunge; (v) dance, 
hop, start; (n) curvet. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) plummet; (v) surface, drop, 
hesitate; (n) slump. 

lifelong: (adj) perpetual, livelong, 
undying, eternal, enduring, 
continuing, chronic, inveterate, 
perennial, ongoing, old. ANTONYM: 
(adj) ephemeral. 

moored: (v) on a rock, rock solid, 
tethered; (adj) stationary. 

motiveless: (adj) groundless, baseless, 
unfounded, senseless, easy, 
gratuitous, light, purposeless, 
unprovoked, loose. ANTONYM: (adj) 
provoked. 

repugnant: (adj) abominable, 
abhorrent, odious, hateful, 
loathsome, ugly, adverse, obscene, 
offensive; (adj, v) repulsive; (adj, n) 
contradictory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attractive, agreeable, desirable, 
lovable, nice, delightful. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI I  

 
MRS .  POYSER  "HAS  HER  SAY  OUT"  

 
 

The next Saturday evening there was much excited discussion at the 
Donnithorne Arms concerning an incident which had occurred that very day--no 
less than a second appearance of the smart man in top-boots said by some to be a 
mere farmer in treaty for the Chase Farm, by others to be the future steward, but 
by Mr. Casson himself, the personal witness to the stranger's visit, pronounced 
contemptuously to be nothing better than a bailiff, such as Satchell had been 
before him.  No one had thought of denying Mr. Casson's testimony to the fact 
that he had seen the stranger; nevertheless, he proffered various corroborating 
circumstances.%

"I see him myself," he said; "I see him coming along by the Crab- tree 
Meadow on a bald-faced hoss.  I'd just been t' hev a pint--it was half after ten i' 
the fore-noon, when I hev my pint as reg'lar as the clock--and I says to Knowles, 
as druv up with his waggon, 'You'll get a bit o' barley to-day, Knowles,' I says, 'if 
you look about you'; and then I went round by the rick-yard, and towart the 
Treddles'on road, and just as I come up by the big ash-tree, I see the man i' top-
boots coming along on a bald-faced hoss--I wish I may never stir if I didn't.  And 
I stood still till he come up, and I says, 'Good morning, sir,' I says, for I wanted to 
hear the turn of his tongue, as I might know whether he was a this-country man; 
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barley: (n) barleycorn, bear, bere, oats, 
cereal, grain, barley fodder. 

corroborating: (v) confirm; (adj) 
corroborant. 

excited: (adj, v) animated, ardent; (adj) 
ablaze, enthusiastic, emotional, 
frantic, warm, heated, delirious, 
fervent, passionate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cool, unexcited, bored, tranquil, 
easygoing, disappointed, despairing, 
comatose, apathetic, sedate, 
composed. 

pronounced: (adj) clear, emphatic, 
distinct, prominent, notable, obvious, 
salient, evident, definite, bold, 
palpable. ANTONYMS: (adj) faint, 
inconspicuous, indefinite, loose, 
slight, small. 

stir: (adj, n, v) move, bustle; (v) rouse, 
arouse, affect, agitate, inspire; (adj, n) 
movement; (n) commotion, 
excitement, disturbance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, retire, 
stultify, bore, steady, stifle, suppress; 

(n) quiet, peace; (n, v) calm. 
stranger: (n) foreigner, outsider, 

newcomer, outlander, immigrant, 
intruder, unknown, tramontane, 
trespasser; (adj) foreign, strange. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pal, native, 
associate, resident, familiar. 

testimony: (n, v) attestation, witness; 
(n) declaration, proof, evidence, 
testimonial, confirmation, statement, 
affidavit, affirmation, profession. 
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so I says, 'Good morning, sir: it 'll 'old hup for the barley this morning, I think.  
There'll be a bit got hin, if we've good luck.' And he says, 'Eh, ye may be raight, 
there's noo tallin',' he says, and I knowed by that"--here Mr. Casson gave a wink--
"as he didn't come from a hundred mile off.  I daresay he'd think me a hodd 
talker, as you Loamshire folks allays does hany one as talks the right language."%

"The right language!" said Bartle Massey, contemptuously.  "You're about as 
near the right language as a pig's squeaking is like a tune played on a key-
bugle." 

"Well, I don't know," answered Mr. Casson, with an angry smile.  "I should 
think a man as has lived among the gentry from a by, is likely to know what's the 
right language pretty nigh as well as a schoolmaster." 

"Aye, aye, man," said Bartle, with a tone of sarcastic consolation, "you talk the 
right language for you.  When Mike Holdsworth's goat says ba-a-a, it's all right--
it 'ud be unnatural for it to make any other noise." 

The rest of the party being Loamsnire men, Mr. Casson had the laugh 
strongly against him, and wisely fell back on the previous question, which, far 
from being exhausted in a single evening, was renewed in the churchyard, before 
service, the next day, with the fresh interest conferred on all news when there is 
a fresh person to hear it; and that fresh hearer was Martin Poyser, who, as his 
wife said, "never went boozin' with that set at Casson's, a- sittin' soakin' in drink, 
and looking as wise as a lot o' cod-fish wi' red faces." 

It was probably owing to the conversation she had had with her husband on 
their way from church concerning this problematic stranger that Mrs. Poyser's 
thoughts immediately reverted to him when, a day or two afterwards, as she was 
standing at the house- door with her knitting, in that eager leisure which came to 
her when the afternoon cleaning was done, she saw the old squire enter the yard 
on his black pony, followed by John the groom.  She always cited it afterwards as 
a case of prevision, which really had something more in it than her own 
remarkable penetration, that the moment she set eyes on the squire she said to 
herself, "I shouldna wonder if he's come about that man as is a-going to take the 
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conferred: (adj) given, presented. 
goat: (n) satyr, kid, lecher, chamois, 

gallant, fornicator, caprine animal, 
Billy, paillard, grasshopper, victim. 

penetration: (n, v) intelligence, 
discernment, discrimination, 
judgment; (adj, n) acumen; (n) 
incursion, acuteness, entrance, 
interpenetration, invasion, 
breakthrough. ANTONYM: (n) 
foolishness. 

prevision: (n) prescience, anticipation, 

forecast, foreknowledge, prophecy, 
prognostication, vision, prediction, 
forethought, forecasting; (v) foresee. 

reverted: (adj) inverse. 
sarcastic: (adj) sharp, poignant, caustic, 

bitter, biting, pungent, acid, 
acrimonious, ironical; (adj, v) 
derisive, satirical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sympathetic, pleasant, approving, 
kind, complimentary, mild, 
respectful. 

squeaking: (adj) creaking, screaky,  

screechy, squeaky, squealing, creaky; 
(n) squeak. 

talker: (n) speaker, conversationalist, 
orator, chatterbox, babbler, raver, 
stammerer, chatterer, speechmaker, 
caller, mutterer. 

unnatural: (adj) affected, artificial, 
grotesque, supernatural, forced, 
abnormal, eccentric, uncanny, stilted, 
mannered, anomalous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) natural, normal, real, unaffected, 
commonplace, genuine, sincere. 
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Chase Farm, wanting Poyser to do something for him without pay.  But Poyser's 
a fool if he does." 

Something unwonted must clearly be in the wind, for the old squire's visits to 
his tenantry were rare; and though Mrs. Poyser had during the last twelvemonth 
recited many imaginary speeches, meaning even more than met the ear, which 
she was quite determined to make to him the next time he appeared within the 
gates of the Hall Farm, the speeches had always remained imaginary.%

"Good-day, Mrs. Poyser," said the old squire, peering at her with his short-
sighted eyes--a mode of looking at her which, as Mrs. Poyser observed, "allays 
aggravated me: it was as if you was a insect, and he was going to dab his finger-
nail on you." 

However, she said, "Your servant, sir," and curtsied with an air of perfect 
deference as she advanced towards him: she was not the woman to misbehave 
towards her betters, and fly in the face of the catechism, without severe 
provocation. 

"Is your husband at home, Mrs. Poyser?" 
"Yes, sir; he's only i' the rick-yard.  I'll send for him in a minute, if you'll 

please to get down and step in." 
"Thank you; I will do so.  I want to consult him about a little matter; but you 

are quite as much concerned in it, if not more.  I must have your opinion too." 
"Hetty, run and tell your uncle to come in," said Mrs. Poyser, as they entered 

the house, and the old gentleman bowed low in answer to Hetty's curtsy; while 
Totty, conscious of a pinafore stained with gooseberry jam, stood hiding her face 
against the clock and peeping round furtively. 

"What a fine old kitchen this is!" said Mr. Donnithorne, looking round 
admiringly.  He always spoke in the same deliberate, well- chiselled, polite way, 
whether his words were sugary or venomous.  "And you keep it so exquisitely 
clean, Mrs. Poyser.  I like these premises, do you know, beyond any on the 
estate." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

catechism: (n) interrogation, creed, 
education, question, test; (v) 
challenge. 

chiselled: (adj) chiseled, clean-cut. 
exquisitely: (adv) excellently, finely, 

magnificently, perfectly, beautifully, 
gorgeously, superbly, keenly, 
subtlely; (adj, adv) intensely, 
exceedingly. 

furtively: (adv) stealthily, covertly, 
surreptitiously, sneakily, 
clandestinely, secretively, sly,  

sneakingly, underhandedly, 
undercoverly, craftily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) deliberately, brazenly. 

gates: (n) bill Gates. 
misbehave: (v) transgress, go wrong, 

go astray, do wrong, mismanage, 
disobey, trespass, sin, misdemean, 
act up; (adj) misdo. 

peering: (adj) nosy, prying, snoopy. 
sugary: (adj) saccharine, luscious, 

syrupy, sweet, dulcet, mawkish, 
candied, sugared, honeyed, fairly  

sweet, sticky. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
clean, sugarless. 

twelvemonth: (n) calendar year, civil 
year, financial year, common year, 
amount of time, time period, period 
of time, bissextile year, class, yr, 
period. 

venomous: (adj) poisonous, toxic, 
noxious, malicious, virulent, spiteful, 
bitter, deadly, baneful, caustic, 
vicious. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, 
praising, loving, gentle. 
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"Well, sir, since you're fond of 'em, I should be glad if you'd let a bit o' repairs 
be done to 'em, for the boarding's i' that state as we're like to be eaten up wi' rats 
and mice; and the cellar, you may stan' up to your knees i' water in't, if you like 
to go down; but perhaps you'd rather believe my words.  Won't you please to sit 
down, sir?" 

"Not yet; I must see your dairy.  I have not seen it for years, and I hear on all 
hands about your fine cheese and butter," said the squire, looking politely 
unconscious that there could be any question on which he and Mrs. Poyser 
might happen to disagree.  "I think I see the door open, there.  You must not be 
surprised if I cast a covetous eye on your cream and butter.  I don't expect that 
Mrs. Satchell's cream and butter will bear comparison with yours." 

"I can't say, sir, I'm sure.  It's seldom I see other folks's butter, though there's 
some on it as one's no need to see--the smell's enough." 

"Ah, now this I like," said Mr. Donnithorne, looking round at the damp 
temple of cleanliness, but keeping near the door.  "I'm sure I should like my 
breakfast better if I knew the butter and cream came from this dairy.  Thank you, 
that really is a pleasant sight.  Unfortunately, my slight tendency to rheumatism 
makes me afraid of damp: I'll sit down in your comfortable kitchen.  Ah, Poyser, 
how do you do?  In the midst of business, I see, as usual.  I've been looking at 
your wife's beautiful dairy--the best manager in the parish, is she not?" 

Mr. Poyser had just entered in shirt-sleeves and open waistcoat, with a face a 
shade redder than usual, from the exertion of "pitching."  As he stood, red, 
rotund, and radiant, before the small, wiry, cool old gentleman, he looked like a 
prize apple by the side of a withered crab.%

"Will you please to take this chair, sir?" he said, lifting his father's arm-chair 
forward a little: "you'll find it easy." 

"No, thank you, I never sit in easy-chairs," said the old gentleman, seating 
himself on a small chair near the door.  "Do you know, Mrs. Poyser--sit down, 
pray, both of you--I've been far from contented, for some time, with Mrs. 
Satchell's dairy management.  I think she has not a good method, as you have." 
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covetous: (adj) avid, envious, greedy, 
grasping, acquisitive, miserly, 
hungry, jealous; (adj, n) desirous; (adj, 
v) sordid, mercenary. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) giving, benevolent, sharing. 

disagree: (v) differ, dissent, argue, 
conflict, squabble, disaccord, diverge, 
vary, bicker; (n, v) clash, discord. 
ANTONYMS: (v) consent, match, 
concur, harmonize, conform. 

mice: (n) rats, agoutis, guinea pigs, 
beavers, gophers, order Rodentia,  

marmots, hamsters, pests, Rodentia, 
vermin. 

politely: (adv) kindly, civilly, 
respectfully, properly, graciously, 
urbanely, elegantly, gallantly, 
genteelly, refinedly, considerately. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) rudely, 
brusquely, discourteously, 
disrespectfully, uncooperatively, 
disagreeably. 

rotund: (adj) obese, chubby, round, 
plump, corpulent, circular, full,  

orotund, rounded, globular, 
overweight. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gangling, slim, thin. 

unconscious: (adj) involuntary, 
unaware, ignorant, unwitting, 
subconscious, oblivious, automatic, 
insensible, unintentional, instinctive, 
senseless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
conscious, awake, deliberate, aware, 
voluntary, intentional, alive, wary. 
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"Indeed, sir, I can't speak to that," said Mrs. Poyser in a hard voice, rolling 
and unrolling her knitting and looking icily out of the window, as she continued 
to stand opposite the squire.  Poyser might sit down if he liked, she thought; she 
wasn't going to sit down, as if she'd give in to any such smooth-tongued palaver.  
Mr. Poyser, who looked and felt the reverse of icy, did sit down in his three-
cornered chair.%

"And now, Poyser, as Satchell is laid up, I am intending to let the Chase Farm 
to a respectable tenant.  I'm tired of having a farm on my own hands--nothing is 
made the best of in such cases, as you know.  A satisfactory bailiff is hard to find; 
and I think you and I, Poyser, and your excellent wife here, can enter into a little 
arrangement in consequence, which will be to our mutual advantage." 

"Oh," said Mr. Poyser, with a good-natured blankness of imagination as to 
the nature of the arrangement. 

"If I'm called upon to speak, sir," said Mrs. Poyser, after glancing at her 
husband with pity at his softness, "you know better than me; but I don't see what 
the Chase Farm is t' us-- we've cumber enough wi' our own farm.  Not but what 
I'm glad to hear o' anybody respectable coming into the parish; there's some as 
ha' been brought in as hasn't been looked on i' that character." 

"You're likely to find Mr. Thurle an excellent neighbour, I assure you--such a 
one as you will feel glad to have accommodated by the little plan I'm going to 
mention, especially as I hope you will find it as much to your own advantage as 
his." 

"Indeed, sir, if it's anything t' our advantage, it'll be the first offer o' the sort 
I've heared on.  It's them as take advantage that get advantage i' this world, I 
think.  Folks have to wait long enough afore it's brought to 'em." 

"The fact is, Poyser," said the squire, ignoring Mrs. Poyser's theory of worldly 
prosperity, "there is too much dairy land, and too little plough land, on the 
Chase Farm to suit Thurle's purpose--indeed, he will only take the farm on 
condition of some change in it: his wife, it appears, is not a clever dairy-woman, 
like yours.  Now, the plan I'm thinking of is to effect a little exchange.  If you 
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accommodated: (adj) meet. 
appears: (n) appearing. 
assure: (n, v) certify, warrant, vouch; 

(v) secure, persuade, satisfy, reassure, 
affirm, promise, ascertain; (adj, v) 
ensure. ANTONYMS: (v) alarm, 
disclaim, deny, disbelieve, 
undermine. 

good-natured: (adj) kindly, friendly, 
kind, obliging, gracious, kind-
hearted, genial, good, bland, sweet, 
good-tempered. 

icily: (adv) frostily, coldly, frigidly, 
wintrily, glacially, arctically, 
freezingly, bitterly, coolly, chilly, 
polarly. ANTONYM: (adv) warmly. 

ignoring: (n) silent treatment, 
omission. 

palaver: (v) chatter, babble, coax, 
gabble, clack; (n, v) talk; (n) gab, 
negotiation, cajolery, flattery; (adj, v) 
prate. 

plough: (v) hoe, manure, delve, dibble, 
dig, dress the ground, cultivate, turn 

over, rake, weed, to plough. 
smooth-tongued: (adj) suave, 

hypocritical, oily. 
softness: (n) mildness, kindness, 

flabbiness, flaccidity, suavity, 
downiness, gentleness, tenderness, 
faintness; (adj, n) delicacy; (adj) 
smoothness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rigidity, hoarseness, brightness, 
hardness, volume, harshness, tone, 
noise, heaviness, firmness, loudness. 
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were to have the Hollow Pastures, you might increase your dairy, which must be 
so profitable under your wife's management; and I should request you, Mrs. 
Poyser, to supply my house with milk, cream, and butter at the market prices.  
On the other hand, Poyser, you might let Thurle have the Lower and Upper 
Ridges, which really, with our wet seasons, would be a good riddance for you.  
There is much less risk in dairy land than corn land." 

Mr. Poyser was leaning forward, with his elbows on his knees, his head on 
one side, and his mouth screwed up--apparently absorbed in making the tips of 
his fingers meet so as to represent with perfect accuracy the ribs of a ship.  He 
was much too acute a man not to see through the whole business, and to foresee 
perfectly what would be his wife's view of the subject; but he disliked giving 
unpleasant answers.  Unless it was on a point of farming practice, he would 
rather give up than have a quarrel, any day; and, after all, it mattered more to his 
wife than to him.  So, after a few moments' silence, he looked up at her and said 
mildly, "What dost say?" 

Mrs. Poyser had had her eyes fixed on her husband with cold severity during 
his silence, but now she turned away her head with a toss, looked icily at the 
opposite roof of the cow-shed, and spearing her knitting together with the loose 
pin, held it firmly between her clasped hands.%

"Say?  Why, I say you may do as you like about giving up any o' your corn-
land afore your lease is up, which it won't be for a year come next Michaelmas, 
but I'll not consent to take more dairy work into my hands, either for love or 
money; and there's nayther love nor money here, as I can see, on'y other folks's 
love o' theirselves, and the money as is to go into other folks's pockets.  I know 
there's them as is born t' own the land, and them as is born to sweat on't"--here 
Mrs. Poyser paused to gasp a little-- "and I know it's christened folks's duty to 
submit to their betters as fur as flesh and blood 'ull bear it; but I'll not make a 
martyr o' myself, and wear myself to skin and bone, and worret myself as if I was 
a churn wi' butter a-coming in't, for no landlord in England, not if he was King 
George himself." 
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answers: (n) replies; (adj) answering. 
gasp: (n, v) pant; (v) puff, blow, 

breathe, sigh, heave, wheeze, breathe 
heavily, gag; (n) inhalation, breath. 

lease: (n, v) rent, hire, charter, contract; 
(v) let, demise, engage, take; (n) 
rental, letting, leasing. 

martyr: (n) sufferer, victim, prey, 
object of compassion, wretch, shorn 
lamb; (v) martyrize, excruciate, 
persecute, torture, afflict. 

quarrel: (adj, n, v) dispute; (n, v) fight, 

feud, brawl, row, altercation, argue, 
conflict, squabble; (n) dissension, 
difference. ANTONYMS: (n) 
agreement, reconciliation, 
acceptance, concord, consensus; (v) 
agree. 

ribs: (n) dinner, chest, bosom. 
riddance: (n) removal, exclusion, 

freedom, ousting, barring, ejection, 
expulsion, ouster, ostracism, 
clearance; (v) rid. 

screwed: (adj) threaded, firm,  

maudlin, muddled, muzzy, raddled, 
corned; (n) whittled. 

severity: (n) rigor, austerity, 
harshness, roughness, intensity, 
inclemency, asperity, gravity, 
hardness, tyranny, violence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) leniency, 
pleasantness, flexibility, clemency, 
softness, insignificance, warmth, 
lenience, brightness. 

tips: (n) information, guidelines, 
commands, orders. 
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"No, no, my dear Mrs. Poyser, certainly not," said the squire, still confident in 
his own powers of persuasion, "you must not overwork yourself; but don't you 
think your work will rather be lessened than increased in this way?  There is so 
much milk required at the Abbey that you will have little increase of cheese and 
butter making from the addition to your dairy; and I believe selling the milk is 
the most profitable way of disposing of dairy produce, is it not?" 

"Aye, that's true," said Mr. Poyser, unable to repress an opinion on a question 
of farming profits, and forgetting that it was not in this case a purely abstract 
question.%

"I daresay," said Mrs. Poyser bitterly, turning her head half-way towards her 
husband and looking at the vacant arm-chair--"I daresay it's true for men as sit i' 
th' chimney-corner and make believe as everything's cut wi' ins an' outs to fit int' 
everything else.  If you could make a pudding wi' thinking o' the batter, it 'ud be 
easy getting dinner.  How do I know whether the milk 'ull be wanted constant?  
What's to make me sure as the house won't be put o' board wage afore we're 
many months older, and then I may have to lie awake o' nights wi' twenty 
gallons o' milk on my mind--and Dingall 'ull take no more butter, let alone 
paying for it; and we must fat pigs till we're obliged to beg the butcher on our 
knees to buy 'em, and lose half of 'em wi' the measles.  And there's the fetching 
and carrying, as 'ud be welly half a day's work for a man an' hoss--that's to be 
took out o' the profits, I reckon?  But there's folks 'ud hold a sieve under the 
pump and expect to carry away the water." 

"That difficulty--about the fetching and carrying--you will not have, Mrs. 
Poyser," said the squire, who thought that this entrance into particulars indicated 
a distant inclination to compromise on Mrs. Poyser's part.  "Bethell will do that 
regularly with the cart and pony." 

"Oh, sir, begging your pardon, I've never been used t' having gentlefolks's 
servants coming about my back places, a-making love to both the gells at once 
and keeping 'em with their hands on their hips listening to all manner o' gossip 
when they should be down on their knees a-scouring.  If we're to go to ruin, it 
shanna be wi' having our back kitchen turned into a public." 
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batter: (v) hammer, baste, break, club, 
slam, beat, mangle, buffet, smite, 
pound; (n) batsman. 

butcher: (v) slaughter, kill, murder, 
slay; (n, v) massacre, botch; (n) 
assassin, bungler, slaughterer, 
meatman, murderer. ANTONYMS: 
(v) develop, create, grow, build. 

inclination: (n, v) desire, bent; (n) 
fancy, affection, tendency, leaning, 
drift, appetite, dip, proclivity, bias. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disinclination,  

reluctance, aversion, indifference, 
unwillingness, antipathy, dislike, 
horror. 

lessened: (adj) diminished, hurt, 
lower, mitigated, pointed, tapering, 
vitiated, atrophied, short, attenuate, 
attenuated. 

measles: (n) morbilli, rubeola, rubella, 
leprosy, contagion, contagious 
disease; (adj) polio, mumps. 

overwork: (v) exhaust, tax, strain, 
overtax, exploit, overlabor, drive,  

wear, abuse; (adj) overtask; (n) 
overworking. 

persuasion: (n) belief, opinion, faith, 
inducement, creed, idea, exhortation, 
enticement, view, sentiment; (adj, n) 
conviction. ANTONYMS: (n) force, 
punishment, dissuasion. 

powers: (n) authority, capacity, 
strength, administration. 

sieve: (v) filter, riddle, strain, shovel, 
mop, separate, broom; (n, v) sift; (n) 
strainer, sifter, colander. 
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"Well, Poyser," said the squire, shifting his tactics and looking as if he 
thought Mrs. Poyser had suddenly withdrawn from the proceedings and left the 
room, "you can turn the Hollows into feeding-land.  I can easily make another 
arrangement about supplying my house.  And I shall not forget your readiness 
to accommodate your landlord as well as a neighbour.  I know you will be glad 
to have your lease renewed for three years, when the present one expires; 
otherwise, I daresay Thurle, who is a man of some capital, would be glad to take 
both the farms, as they could be worked so well together.  But I don't want to 
part with an old tenant like you." 

To be thrust out of the discussion in this way would have been enough to 
complete Mrs. Poyser's exasperation, even without the final threat.  Her 
husband, really alarmed at the possibility of their leaving the old place where he 
had been bred and born--for he believed the old squire had small spite enough 
for anything-- was beginning a mild remonstrance explanatory of the 
inconvenience he should find in having to buy and sell more stock, with, "Well, 
sir, I think as it's rether hard..." when Mrs. Poyser burst in with the desperate 
determination to have her say out this once, though it were to rain notices to quit 
and the only shelter were the work-house.%

"Then, sir, if I may speak--as, for all I'm a woman, and there's folks as thinks a 
woman's fool enough to stan' by an' look on while the men sign her soul away, 
I've a right to speak, for I make one quarter o' the rent, and save another quarter--
I say, if Mr. Thurle's so ready to take farms under you, it's a pity but what he 
should take this, and see if he likes to live in a house wi' all the plagues o' Egypt 
in't--wi' the cellar full o' water, and frogs and toads hoppin' up the steps by 
dozens--and the floors rotten, and the rats and mice gnawing every bit o' cheese, 
and runnin' over our heads as we lie i' bed till we expect 'em to eat us up alive--
as it's a mercy they hanna eat the children long ago.  I should like to see if there's 
another tenant besides Poyser as 'ud put up wi' never having a bit o' repairs done 
till a place tumbles down--and not then, on'y wi' begging and praying and 
having to pay half--and being strung up wi' the rent as it's much if he gets 
enough out o' the land to pay, for all he's put his own money into the ground 
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explanatory: (adj) expository, 
explicative, declarative, justifying, 
declaratory, demonstrative, 
exegetical, illustrative, exponent, 
expositive, extenuating. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) baffling, 
bewildering, confusing, perplexing, 
puzzling. 

floors: (adj) floored. 
frogs: (n) adornment, point frogs, class 

Amphibia, caecilians, batrachian, 
amphibia, anuran. 

inconvenience: (n, v) trouble, 
incommode; (v) discommode, 
disoblige, annoy, disturb, disquiet; 
(n) disadvantage, difficulty, nuisance, 
unsuitableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
expediency, advantage; (v) help, 
please. 

readiness: (n) facility, ease, expedition, 
preparation, promptness, knack, 
dexterity, eagerness, quickness, 
fitness; (adj, n) alacrity. ANTONYMS: 
(n) reluctance, delay. 

shifting: (adj) moving, variable, 
changeable, fickle, changing, varying, 
unsettled, movable, fitful; (n) change, 
movement. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, consistent. 

supplying: (n) supply, issue, feeding, 
logistics, issuing, issuance, irrigation, 
alimentation, purveyance; (v) furnish, 
provide. 

toads: (n) caecilians, class Amphibia, 
frogs, newts, salamanders. 
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beforehand.  See if you'll get a stranger to lead such a life here as that: a maggot 
must be born i' the rotten cheese to like it, I reckon.  You may run away from my 
words, sir," continued Mrs. Poyser, following the old squire beyond the door--for 
after the first moments of stunned surprise he had got up, and, waving his hand 
towards her with a smile, had walked out towards his pony.  But it was 
impossible for him to get away immediately, for John was walking the pony up 
and down the yard, and was some distance from the causeway when his master 
beckoned.%

"You may run away from my words, sir, and you may go spinnin' 
underhand ways o' doing us a mischief, for you've got Old Harry to your friend, 
though nobody else is, but I tell you for once as we're not dumb creatures to be 
abused and made money on by them as ha' got the lash i' their hands, for want o' 
knowing how t' undo the tackle.  An' if I'm th' only one as speaks my mind, 
there's plenty o' the same way o' thinking i' this parish and the next to 't, for your 
name's no better than a brimstone match in everybody's nose--if it isna two-three 
old folks as you think o' saving your soul by giving 'em a bit o' flannel and a 
drop o' porridge.  An' you may be right i' thinking it'll take but little to save your 
soul, for it'll be the smallest savin' y' iver made, wi' all your scrapin'." 

There are occasions on which two servant-girls and a waggoner may be a 
formidable audience, and as the squire rode away on his black pony, even the 
gift of short-sightedness did not prevent him from being aware that Molly and 
Nancy and Tim were grinning not far from him.  Perhaps he suspected that sour 
old John was grinning behind him--which was also the fact.  Meanwhile the bull-
dog, the black-and-tan terrier, Alick's sheep-dog, and the gander hissing at a safe 
distance from the pony's heels carried out the idea of Mrs. Poyser's solo in an 
irnpressive quartet. 

Mrs. Poyser, however, had no sooner seen the pony move off than she turned 
round, gave the two hilarious damsels a look which drove them into the back 
kitchen, and unspearing her knitting, began to knit again with her usual rapidity 
as she re-entered the house. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abused: (adj) maltreated, physically 
abused, downtrodden, perverted, 
dull. 

brimstone: (n) native sulphur, sulfur, 
native sulfur, atomic number. 

grinning: (n) grin, smile, facial 
expression, facial gesture, smiling; 
(adj) beaming. 

hilarious: (adj) gay, convivial, 
humorous, funny, happy, jovial, 
blithe, merry, jaunty, festive, 
laughable. ANTONYMS: (adj) sad,  

tragic. 
lash: (n, v) beat, chastise, scourge, 

goad; (v) flog, bind, batter; (adj, v) 
strap, tie, lace; (n) hit. ANTONYMS: 
(v) unlash, untie. 

quartet: (n) foursome, four, quartette, 
quadruplet, quaternion, tetrad, quart 
, square, quad, IV; (adv) quartett. 

savin: (n) sabine, Juniperus Sabina, 
dwarf juniper, juniper, red cedar, 
ground cedar. 

speaks: (n) talks. 

stunned: (adj) dumbfounded, 
astonished, astounded, amazed, 
flabbergasted, dazed, stupefied, 
staggered, bewildered, confused; (adj, 
v) astonied. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indifferent, unimpressed. 

underhand: (adj) stealthy, furtive, 
clandestine, sly, underhanded, 
sneaky, shifty, covert, crooked, 
indirect; (adj, adv) underarm. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) honest, overhand. 

waggoner: (n) driver. 
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"Thee'st done it now," said Mr. Poyser, a little alarmed and uneasy, but not 
without some triumphant amusement at his wife's outbreak. 

"Yes, I know I've done it," said Mrs. Poyser; "but I've had my say out, and I 
shall be th' easier for't all my life.  There's no pleasure i' living if you're to be 
corked up for ever, and only dribble your mind out by the sly, like a leaky 
barrel.  I shan't repent saying what I think, if I live to be as old as th' old squire; 
and there's little likelihood--for it seems as if them as aren't wanted here are th' 
only folks as aren't wanted i' th' other world." 

"But thee wutna like moving from th' old place, this Michaelmas 
twelvemonth," said Mr. Poyser, "and going into a strange parish, where thee 
know'st nobody.  It'll be hard upon us both, and upo' Father too." 

"Eh, it's no use worreting; there's plenty o' things may happen between this 
and Michaelmas twelvemonth.  The captain may be master afore them, for what 
we know," said Mrs. Poyser, inclined to take an unusually hopeful view of an 
embarrassment which had been brought about by her own merit and not by 
other people's fault.%

"I'm none for worreting," said Mr. Poyser, rising from his three- cornered 
chair and walking slowly towards the door; "but I should be loath to leave th' old 
place, and the parish where I was bred and born, and Father afore me.  We 
should leave our roots behind us, I doubt, and niver thrive again." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

barrel: (n) vessel, keg, roll, barrels, 
barrelful, tun, vase, cask, vat, 
container, hogshead. 

corked: (adj) bad. 
cornered: (adj) corner, at bay, angular, 

cornering, corners, between the devil 
and the deep blue sea, unfree, treed, 
pointed, disadvantaged. 

dribble: (n, v) trickle, drop, drool, 
slobber, drivel, flow; (v) distill, ooze, 
trill, spout; (n) spit. ANTONYMS: (v) 
swamp, stream, pour, gush,  

inundate. 
leaky: (adj) leak, cracked, permeable, 

porous, holey, blabbermouthed, 
unseaworthy, tattling, talebearing, 
incontinent, faulty. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tight, watertight. 

merit: (n, v) deserve; (adj, n) 
excellence, worth, desert; (n) virtue, 
credit, significance, value, goodness, 
quality; (v) rate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
demerit, disgrace, fault, 
insignificance, mediocrity,  

commonness. 
outbreak: (n) explosion, eruption, 

onset, outburst, burst, mutiny, attack, 
flood, rash, revolt, spate. 

triumphant: (adj) victorious, 
successful, triumphal, exulting, 
winning, joyful, rejoicing, elated, 
conquering, prideful; (adj, v) exultant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disappointed, 
failing, losing, defeated, miserable, 
sorrowful. 
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CHAPTER  % XX XI I I  

 
MORE  L INKS  

 
 

The barley was all carried at last, and the harvest suppers went by without 
waiting for the dismal black crop of beans.  The apples and nuts were gathered 
and stored; the scent of whey departed from the farm-houses, and the scent of 
brewing came in its stead.  The woods behind the Chase, and all the hedgerow 
trees, took on a solemn splendour under the dark low-hanging skies.  
Michaelmas was come, with its fragrant basketfuls of purple damsons, and its 
paler purple daisies, and its lads and lasses leaving or seeking service and 
winding along between the yellow hedges, with their bundles under their arms.  
But though Michaelmas was come, Mr. Thurle, that desirable tenant, did not 
come to the Chase Farm, and the old squire, afler all, had been obliged to put in a 
new bailiff.  It was known throughout the two parishes that the squire's plan had 
been frustrated because the Poysers had refused to be "put upon," and Mrs. 
Poyser's outbreak was discussed in all the farm-houses with a zest which was 
only heightened by frequent repetition.  The news that "Bony" was come back 
from Egypt was comparatively insipid, and the repulse of the French in Italy 
was nothing to Mrs. Poyser's repulse of the old squire.  Mr. Irwine had heard a 
version of it in every parishioner's house, with the one exception of the Chase.  
But since he had always, with marvellous skill, avoided any quarrel with Mr. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

avoided: (adj) unpopular. 
brewing: (v) preparing, forthcoming, 

culinary art, brooding; (n) 
production; (adj) impending, 
destined, imminent. 

departed: (adj) dead, bygone, late, 
former, bypast, defunct, past, left; 
(adj, v) gone, extinct; (n) decedent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) remaining, alive. 

dismal: (adj) cheerless, dejected, 
dreary, gloomy, desolate, 
disconsolate, depressing, melancholy, 

black, dim, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bright, happy, lively, uplifting, 
sunny, pleasant, light, cheery, strong, 
soulful, wonderful. 

insipid: (adj) tasteless, bland, dull, 
watery, flavorless, uninteresting, 
vapid, savorless, boring, tame, 
humdrum. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exciting, tasty, interesting, flavorful, 
spicy, lively, colorful, dark, bright, 
inspired, imaginative. 

repulse: (n, v) rebuff, defeat; (v) repel, 

nauseate, disgust, drive back, revolt, 
reject, refuse, beat back; (n) refusal. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attract, accept, 
delight, yield, please; (n, v) welcome. 

skies: (n) heavens, firmament, 
expanse. 

suppers: (n) supper. 
zest: (n) gusto, taste, savor, flavor, 

enthusiasm, piquancy, energy, 
enjoyment, tang, appetite; (n, v) spice. 
ANTONYMS: (n) lethargy, 
blandness, dullness, indifference. 
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Donnithorne, he could not allow himself the pleasure of laughing at the old 
gentleman's discomfiture with any one besides his mother, who declared that if 
she were rich she should like to allow Mrs. Poyser a pension for life, and wanted 
to invite her to the parsonage that she might hear an account of the scene from 
Mrs. Poyser's own lips.%

"No, no, Mother," said Mr. Irwine; "it was a little bit of irregular justice on 
Mrs. Poyser's part, but a magistrate like me must not countenance irregular 
justice.  There must be no report spread that I have taken notice of the quarrel, 
else I shall lose the little good influence I have over the old man." 

"Well, I like that woman even better than her cream-cheeses," said Mrs. 
Irwine.  "She has the spirit of three men, with that pale face of hers.  And she says 
such sharp things too." 

"Sharp!  Yes, her tongue is like a new-set razor.  She's quite original in her 
talk too; one of those untaught wits that help to stock a country with proverbs.  I 
told you that capital thing I heard her say about Craig--that he was like a cock, 
who thought the sun had risen to hear him crow.  Now that's an Æsop's fable in 
a sentence." 

"But it will be a bad business if the old gentleman turns them out of the farm 
next Michaelmas, eh?" said Mrs. Irwine. 

"Oh, that must not be; and Poyser is such a good tenant that Donnithorne is 
likely to think twice, and digest his spleen rather than turn them out.  But if he 
should give them notice at Lady Day, Arthur and I must move heaven and earth 
to mollify him.  Such old parishioners as they are must not go." 

"Ah, there's no knowing what may happen before Lady day," said Mrs. 
Irwine.  "It struck me on Arthur's birthday that the old man was a little shaken: 
he's eighty-three, you know.  It's really an unconscionable age.  It's only women 
who have a right to live as long as that." 

"When they've got old-bachelor sons who would be forlorn without them," 
said Mr. Irwine, laughing, and kissing his mother's hand. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

discomfiture: (n) embarrassment, 
confusion, perturbation, discomfort, 
discomfit, disconcertion, 
discomposure, humiliation, 
consternation; (adj) rebuff, rout. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
honor. 

fable: (n) legend, fiction, tale, story, 
fabrication, fairy tale, lie, myth, 
anecdote; (adj, n) apologue, parable. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fact, history. 

magistrate: (n) judge, jurist, justiciary, 

adjudicator, beak, official, provost, 
recorder, archon, doge, chancellor. 

mollify: (adj, v) allay, assuage, calm, 
soften, mitigate, soothe; (v) alleviate, 
appease, conciliate, abate, moderate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) provoke, enrage. 

proverbs: (n) proverb. 
spleen: (n) spite, anger, resentment, 

rage, lien, malice, bitterness, rancour, 
huff, grudge, rancor. ANTONYM: (n) 
affection. 

unconscionable: (adj) inordinate,  

outrageous, extravagant, 
immoderate, excessive, 
conscienceless, extortionate, steep, 
preposterous, unprincipled, 
unscrupulous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
moral, principled, decent. 

untaught: (adj) illiterate, ignorant, 
unschooled, uninformed, untutored, 
uninstructed, uncultivated, unlicked, 
unnurtured, unhatched, unfledged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) trained, educated, 
literate, economical. 
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Mrs. Poyser, too, met her husband's occasional forebodings of a notice to quit 
with "There's no knowing what may happen before Lady day"--one of those 
undeniable general propositions which are usually intended to convey a 
particular meaning very far from undeniable.  But it is really too hard upon 
human nature that it should be held a criminal offence to imagine the death even 
of the king when he is turned eighty-three.  It is not to be believed that any but 
the dullest Britons can be good subjects under that hard condition.%

Apart from this foreboding, things went on much as usual in the Poyser 
household.  Mrs. Poyser thought she noticed a surprising improvement in Hetty.  
To be sure, the girl got "closer tempered, and sometimes she seemed as if there'd 
be no drawing a word from her with cart-ropes," but she thought much less 
about her dress, and went after the work quite eagerly, without any telling.  And 
it was wonderful how she never wanted to go out now--indeed, could hardly be 
persuaded to go; and she bore her aunt's putting a stop to her weekly lesson in 
fine-work at the Chase without the least grumbling or pouting.  It must be, after 
all, that she had set her heart on Adam at last, and her sudden freak of wanting 
to be a lady's maid must have been caused by some little pique or 
misunderstanding between them, which had passed by.  For whenever Adam 
came to the Hall Farm, Hetty seemed to be in better spirits and to talk more than 
at other times, though she was almost sullen when Mr. Craig or any other 
admirer happened to pay a visit there. 

Adam himself watched her at first with trembling anxiety, which gave way to 
surprise and delicious hope.  Five days after delivering Arthur's letter, he had 
ventured to go to the Hall Farm again--not without dread lest the sight of him 
might be painful to her.  She was not in the house-place when he entered, and he 
sat talking to Mr. and Mrs. Poyser for a few minutes with a heavy fear on his 
heart that they might presently tell him Hetty was ill.  But by and by there came 
a light step that he knew, and when Mrs. Poyser said, "Come, Hetty, where have 
you been?" Adam was obliged to turn round, though he was afraid to see the 
changed look there must be in her face.  He almost started when he saw her 
smiling as if she were pleased to see him--looking the same as ever at a first 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

freak: (n, v) crotchet, caprice; (adj, n) 
eccentric; (n) oddity, crank, fanatic, 
nut, monster, fit, whim, fad. 

grumbling: (n) grumble, growling, 
murmur, murmuring, mutter, 
muttering; (adj, n) rumbling; (adv) 
grumblingly; (adj) grouchy, grumpy, 
irritable. 

misunderstanding: (n) 
misapprehension, disagreement, 
misconception, misinterpretation, 
error, misconstruction, dispute,  

quarrel, mistaking; (n, v) dissension, 
difference. ANTONYMS: (n) 
harmony, fact, agreement, 
understanding. 

sullen: (adj, n) morose, sulky, sour; 
(adj) gloomy, gruff, glum, moody, 
dark, cross, surly; (adj, v) grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, cheery; (n) 
cheeriness. 

tempered: (adj) attempered, 
temperate, moderated, toughened, 
subdued, set, enured, proportioned,  

properly adapted, emotionally 
hardened, treated. ANTONYM: (adj) 
untempered. 

undeniable: (adj) incontrovertible, 
irrefutable, certain, indisputable, 
positive, incontestable, obvious, 
indubitable, unquestionable, 
conclusive, evident. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disputable, dubious, doubted, 
contestable, questionable, debatable, 
uncertain, equivocal, unconvincing. 
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glance, only that she had her cap on, which he had never seen her in before when 
he came of an evening.  Still, when he looked at her again and again as she 
moved about or sat at her work, there was a change: the cheeks were as pink as 
ever, and she smiled as much as she had ever done of late, but there was 
something different in her eyes, in the expression of her face, in all her 
movements, Adam thought--something harder, older, less child-like.  "Poor 
thing!" he said to himself, "that's allays likely.  It's because she's had her first 
heartache.  But she's got a spirit to bear up under it.  Thank God for that." 

As the weeks went by, and he saw her always looking pleased to see him--
turning up her lovely face towards him as if she meant him to understand that 
she was glad for him to come--and going about her work in the same equable 
way, making no sign of sorrow, he began to believe that her feeling towards 
Arthur must have been much slighter than he had imagined in his first 
indignation and alarm, and that she had been able to think of her girlish fancy 
that Arthur was in love with her and would marry her as a folly of which she 
was timely cured.  And it perhaps was, as he had sometimes in his more cheerful 
moments hoped it would be--her heart was really turning with all the more 
warmth towards the man she knew to have a serious love for her.%

Possibly you think that Adam was not at all sagacious in his interpretations, 
and that it was altogether extremely unbecoming in a sensible man to behave as 
he did--falling in love with a girl who really had nothing more than her beauty to 
recommend her, attributing imaginary virtues to her, and even condescending 
to cleave to her after she had fallen in love with another man, waiting for her 
kind looks as a patient trembling dog waits for his master's eye to be turned 
upon him.  But in so complex a thing as human nature, we must consider, it is 
hard to find rules without exceptions.  Of course, I know that, as a rule, sensible 
men fall in love with the most sensible women of their acquaintance, see through 
all the pretty deceits of coquettish beauty, never imagine themselves loved when 
they are not loved, cease loving on all proper occasions, and marry the woman 
most fitted for them in every respect--indeed, so as to compel the approbation of 
all the maiden ladies in their neighbourhood.  But even to this rule an exception 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

attributing: (n) reference. 
cleave: (adj, v) adhere, cohere; (v) split, 

divide, burst, stick, tear, sever, rive, 
cling, break. ANTONYMS: (v) 
forsake, abandon, meld, relinquish, 
separate, unite, attach. 

compel: (v) force, coerce, pressure, 
necessitate, enforce, command, 
oblige, require, make, obligate, press. 
ANTONYMS: (v) impede, deter, 
check, block, request, prevent. 

condescending: (adj) arrogant,  

snobbish, superior, haughty, 
gracious, patronizing, supercilious, 
arch, benign, affable, merciful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humble, 
unassuming, approachable, 
unpretentious, friendly, admiring, 
modest, respectful, deferential. 

equable: (adj) equal, temperate, stable, 
mild, balanced, peaceful, halcyon, 
placid, pacific, sedate, moderate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) spasmodic, 
vacillating, variable, unequal,  

irregular, intemperate, fluctuating, 
inequable, jumpy, senseless. 

heartache: (n) sorrow, distress, 
anguish, woe, heartbreak, dolor, 
affliction, pain, brokenheartedness, 
concern, bitterness. 

sagacious: (adj, v) judicious, prudent, 
discreet; (adj) rational, astute, acute, 
discerning, keen, perspicacious, 
intelligent, shrewd. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) foolish, stupid, dense. 

slighter: (adj) smaller, less. 
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will occur %now and then in the lapse of centuries, and my friend Adam was 
one.  For my own part, however, I respect him none the less--nay, I think the 
deep love he had for that sweet, rounded, blossom-like, dark-eyed Hetty, of 
whose inward self he was really very ignorant, came out of the very strength of 
his nature and not out of any inconsistent weakness.  Is it any weakness, pray, to 
be wrought on by exquisite music?  To feel its wondrous harmonies searching 
the subtlest windings of your soul, the delicate fibres of life where no memory 
can penetrate, and binding together your whole being past and present in one 
unspeakable vibration, melting you in one moment with all the tenderness, all 
the love that has been scattered through the toilsome years, concentrating in one 
emotion of heroic courage or resignation all the hard-learnt lessons of self- 
renouncing sympathy, blending your present joy with past sorrow and your 
present sorrow with all your past joy?  If not, then neither is it a weakness to be 
so wrought upon by the exquisite curves of a woman's cheek and neck and arms, 
by the liquid depths of her beseeching eyes, or the sweet childish pout of her lips.  
For the beauty of a lovely woman is like music: what can one say more?  Beauty 
has an expression beyond and far above the one woman's soul that it clothes, as 
the words of genius have a wider meaning than the thought that prompted them.  
It is more than a woman's love that moves us in a woman's eyes--it seems to be a 
far-off mighty love that has come near to us, and made speech for itself there; the 
rounded neck, the dimpled arm, move us by something more than their 
prettiness--by their close kinship with all we have known of tenderness and 
peace.  The noblest nature sees the most of this impersonal expression in beauty 
(it is needless to say that there are gentlemen with whiskers dyed and undyed 
who see none of it whatever), and for this reason, the noblest nature is often the 
most blinded to the character of the one woman's soul that the beauty clothes.  
Whence, I fear, the tragedy of human life is likely to continue for a long time to 
come, in spite of mental philosophers who are ready with the best receipts for 
avoiding all mistakes of the kind. 

Our good Adam had no fine words into which he could put his feeling for 
Hetty: he could not disguise mystery in this way with the appearance of 
knowledge; he called his love frankly a mystery, as you have heard him.  He only 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

avoiding: (n) shunning; (adj) fugitive, 
antisocial. 

impersonal: (adj) neutral, objective, 
detached, cold, impartial, indifferent, 
aloof, personal, equitable, remote, 
clinical. ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
friend, involved. 

lapse: (n, v) decline, drop, mistake; 
(adj, n, v) fall; (v) expire, elapse, 
collapse, go by; (n) oversight, error, 
fault. ANTONYMS: (v) behave, start, 
rise, renew, improve. 

melting: (n) thawing, fusion, melt, 
dissolution, warming, thaw, 
liquefaction, fusion range; (adj) 
liquescent, pathetic; (adj, n) 
dissolving. 

renouncing: (adj) negative, denying, 
abnegative, abdicating, resigned, 
abdicant. 

undyed: (adj) uncolored, uncoloured, 
untinted, natural. 

unspeakable: (adj) ineffable, dreadful, 
awful, terrible, inexpressible, nasty,  

horrible, atrocious, indefinable, 
shocking; (adj, v) unutterable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, wonderful, 
pleasant, good, lovely, bearable. 

vibration: (n) tremor, shudder, quiver, 
beat, pulse, oscillation, shiver, 
pulsation, trembling, undulation, 
movement. ANTONYM: (n) stillness. 

whiskers: (n) fuzz, goatee, hair, 
imperial, face fungus, beaver, 
mustache, moustache, sideburns, 
facial hair, sideboards. 
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knew that the sight and memory of her moved him deeply, touching the spring 
of all love and tenderness, all faith and courage within him.  How could he 
imagine narrowness, selfishness, hardness in her?  He created the mind he 
believed in out of his own, which was large, unselfish, tender.%

The hopes he felt about Hetty softened a little his feeling towards Arthur.  
Surely his attentions to Hetty must have been of a slight kind; they were 
altogether wrong, and such as no man in Arthur's position ought to have 
allowed himself, but they must have had an air of playfulness about them, 
which had probably blinded him to their danger and had prevented them from 
laying any strong hold on Hetty's heart.  As the new promise of happiness rose 
for Adam, his indignation and jealousy began to die out.  Hetty was not made 
unhappy; he almost believed that she liked him best; and the thought sometimes 
crossed his mind that the friendship which had once seemed dead for ever might 
revive in the days to come, and he would not have to say "good-bye" to the grand 
old woods, but would like them better because they were Arthur's.  For this new 
promise of happiness following so quickly on the shock of pain had an 
intoxicating effect on the sober Adam, who had all his life been used to much 
hardship and moderate hope.  Was he really going to have an easy lot after all?  
It seemed so, for at the beginning of November, Jonathan Burge, finding it 
impossible to replace Adam, had at last made up his mind to offer him a share in 
the business, without further condition than that he should continue to give his 
energies to it and renounce all thought of having a separate business of his own.  
Son-in-law or no son-in-law, Adam had made himself too necessary to be parted 
with, and his headwork was so much more important to Burge than his skill in 
handicraft that his having the management of the woods made little difference in 
the value of his services; and as to the bargains about the squire's timber, it 
would be easy to call in a third person.  Adam saw here an opening into a 
broadening path of prosperous work such as he had thought of with ambitious 
longing ever since he was a lad: he might come to build a bridge, or a town hall, 
or a factory, for he had always said to himself that Jonathan Burge's building 
buisness was like an acorn, which might be the mother of a great tree.  So he 
gave his hand to Burge on that bargain, and went home with his mind full of 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

intoxicating: (adj) intoxicant, strong, 
alcoholic, effective, exciting, 
impetuous, inebriant, inebrious, 
powerful, provocative, forcible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, weak. 

narrowness: (n) thinness, width, 
intolerance, illiberality, tightness, 
smallness, pettiness, sheerness, 
slimness, meanness, skinniness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wideness, 
stoutness, thickness, width, 
coarseness, inaccuracy. 

playfulness: (n) mischief, 
impertinence, gaiety, archness, 
friskiness, pertness, merriment, 
humor, impishness; (n, v) play, sport. 
ANTONYM: (n) seriousness. 

renounce: (v) abandon, abdicate, 
abjure, relinquish, desert, reject, give 
up, disown, deny, quit, forgo. 
ANTONYMS: (v) acknowledge, 
reassert, assert, continue, retain, 
persist. 

softened: (adj) diffused, muffled,  

muted, quiet, slow, touched, 
sluggish, soften, pultaceous, 
subdued, low-key. 

timber: (n) lumber, forest, plank, 
beam, girder, rafter, tree, woodland, 
timberland, boards, coulisse. 

unselfish: (adj) selfless, altruistic, 
disinterested, liberal, magnanimous, 
philanthropic, considerate, 
beneficent, charitable, kind, helpful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) greedy, 
uncharitable, thoughtless. 
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happy visions, in which (my refined reader will perhaps be shocked when I say 
it) the image of Hetty hovered, and smiled over plans for seasoning timber at a 
trifling expense, calculations as to the cheapening of bricks per thousand by 
water-carriage, and a favourite scheme for the strengthening of roofs and walls 
with a peculiar form of iron girder.  What then?  Adam's enthusiasm lay in these 
things; and our love is inwrought in our enthusiasm as electricity is inwrought in 
the air, exalting its power by a subtle presence.%

Adam would be able to take a separate house now, and provide for his 
mother in the old one; his prospects would justify his marrying very soon, and if 
Dinah consented to have Seth, their mother would perhaps be more contented to 
live apart from Adam.  But he told himself that he would not be hasty--he would 
not try Hetty's feeling for him until it had had time to grow strong and firm.  
However, tomorrow, after church, he would go to the Hall Farm and tell them 
the news.  Mr. Poyser, he knew, would like it better than a five-pound note, and 
he should see if Hetty's eyes brightened at it.  The months would be short with 
all he had to fill his mind, and this foolish eagerness which had come over him of 
late must not hurry him into any premature words.  Yet when he got home and 
told his mother the good news, and ate his supper, while she sat by almost 
crying for joy and wanting him to eat twice as much as usual because of this 
good-luck, he could not help preparing her gently for the coming change by 
talking of the old house being too small for them all to go on living in it always. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cheapening: (n) blasphemous 
behavior, blasphemy, profanation. 

exalting: (adj) exalt, ennobling, 
inspiring, humane, generous, 
exhilarating, dignifying, courageous, 
benevolent, abundant. 

girder: (n) beam, truss, joist, plank, 
bar, spar, timber, transom, support, 
rafter, brace. 

inwrought: (adj) inborn, inbred, 
innate, ingrained, enwrought, 
essential, indispensable, inseparable, 

decorated, inherent, native. 
peculiar: (adj) particular, odd, 

exceptional, different, extraordinary, 
curious, eccentric, characteristic, 
anomalous, abnormal, distinctive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) normal, typical, 
common, universal, explicable, 
conventional. 

premature: (adj) untimely, early, 
immature, inopportune, forward, 
previous, rash, unripe; (n) precocity, 
precociousness, prematurity.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) overdue, timely, 
late. 

seasoning: (n) flavor, flavoring, 
flavouring, seasoner, spice, dash, salt, 
zest, sauce, relish, cardamon. 

shocked: (adj) dismayed, aghast, 
amazed, surprised, stunned, 
distressed, afraid, speechless, 
appalled, bewildered, dumbfounded. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delighted, 
indifferent, unaffected. 
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CHAPTER  % XXXIV  

 
THE  BETROTHAL  

 
 

It was a dry Sunday, and really a pleasant day for the 2d of November.  There 
was no sunshine, but the clouds were high, and the wind was so still that the 
yellow leaves which fluttered down from the hedgerow elms must have fallen 
from pure decay.  Nevertheless, Mrs. Poyser did not go to church, for she had 
taken a cold too serious to be neglected; only two winters ago she had been laid 
up for weeks with a cold; and since his wife did not go to church, Mr. Poyser 
considered that on the whole it would be as well for him to stay away too and 
"keep her company."  He could perhaps have given no precise form to the 
reasons that determined this conclusion, but it is well known to all experienced 
minds that our firmest convictions are often dependent on subtle impressions for 
which words are quite too coarse a medium.  However it was, no one from the 
Poyser family went to church that afternoon except Hetty and the boys; yet 
Adam was bold enough to join them after church, and say that he would walk 
home with them, though all the way through the village he appeared to be 
chiefly occupied with Marty and Tommy, telling them about the squirrels in 
Binton Coppice, and promising to take them there some day.  But when they 
came to the fields he said to the boys, "Now, then, which is the stoutest walker?  
Him as gets to th' home-gate first shall be the first to go with me to Binton 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

chiefly: (adv) principally, primarily, 
above all, especially, headly, mostly, 
largely, primely, predominantly; (adj, 
adv) mainly, particularly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) partially. 

decay: (adj, n, v) decline; (v) 
decompose, crumble, corrupt; (n, v) 
blight, ebb, rust, collapse; (n) 
decomposition, corruption, 
disintegration. ANTONYMS: (v) 
flourish, grow, thrive, strengthen, 
ripen, develop; (n) vigor,  

development. 
leaves: (n) departure, leaving, plants, 

trees, vegetation. 
promising: (adj) auspicious, bright, 

favorable, propitious, encouraging, 
favourable, hopeful, promise, 
budding, optimistic, probable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hopeless, 
inauspicious, threatening, 
unfavorable, unlikely, depressing. 

squirrels: (n) squirrel, mice, beavers, 
agoutis, marmots, gophers, guinea  

pigs, hamsters, rats, Rodentia, order 
Rodentia. 

subtle: (adj) delicate, sharp, nice, 
acute, astute, insidious, exquisite, 
elusive; (adj, v) shrewd, sly, crafty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loud, bright, 
considerable, tactless, overpowering, 
harsh, concrete, dark. 

walker: (n) footer, hiker, rambler, 
stroller, wayfarer, shuffler, saunterer, 
perambulator, marcher, backpacker, 
swaggerer. 

 



Adam Bede 398

Coppice on the donkey.  But Tommy must have the start up to the next stile, 
because he's the smallest." 

Adam had never behaved so much like a determined lover before.  As soon 
as the boys had both set off, he looked down at Hetty and said, "Won't you hang 
on my arm, Hetty?" in a pleading tone, as if he had already asked her and she 
had refused.  Hetty looked up at him smilingly and put her round arm through 
his in a moment.  It was nothing to her, putting her arm through Adam's, but she 
knew he cared a great deal about having her arm through his, and she wished 
him to care.  Her heart beat no faster, and she looked at the half-bare hedgerows 
and the ploughed field with the same sense of oppressive dulness as before.  But 
Adam scarcely felt that he was walking.  He thought Hetty must know that he 
was pressing her arm a little--a very little.  Words rushed to his lips that he 
dared not utter--that he had made up his mind not to utter yet-- and so he was 
silent for the length of that field.  The calm patience with which he had once 
waited for Hetty's love, content only with her presence and the thought of the 
future, had forsaken him since that terrible shock nearly three months ago.  The 
agitations of jealousy had given a new restlessness to his passion--had made fear 
and uncertainty too hard almost to bear.  But though he might not speak to Hetty 
of his love, he would tell her about his new prospects and see if she would be 
pleased.  So when he was enough master of himself to talk, he said, "I'm going to 
tell your uncle some news that'll surprise him, Hetty; and I think he'll be glad to 
hear it too." 

"What's that?" Hetty said indifferently.%

"Why, Mr. Burge has offered me a share in his business, and I'm going to take 
it." 

There was a change in Hetty's face, certainly not produced by any agreeable 
impression from this news.  In fact she felt a momentary annoyance and alarm, 
for she had so often heard it hinted by her uncle that Adam might have Mary 
Burge and a share in the business any day, if he liked, that she associated the two 
objects now, and the thought immediately occurred that perhaps Adam had 
given her up because of what had happened lately, and had turned towards 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

annoyance: (n) anger, harassment, 
aggravation, disturbance, 
inconvenience, pain, bother, 
botheration, temper, displeasure, 
vexation. ANTONYMS: (n) calm, 
satisfaction, patience, calmness, 
delight, equanimity, advantage, 
balm. 

dulness: (n) dullness, matt, dreariness, 
dimness, bluntness, flatness, 
boringness, vapidity, jejunity, mat, 
tedium. ANTONYMS: (n) brightness, 

asperity. 
hinted: (adj) veiled, roundabout, not 

explicit, implicit, coded, oblique. 
pressing: (adj, v) exigent, importunate, 

important; (adj) imperative, 
immediate, imperious, instant, 
critical, insistent; (n) dishing, press. 
ANTONYM: (adj) mild. 

restlessness: (n) anxiety, disquiet, 
impatience, fidget, uneasiness, 
disquietude, unrest, fidgetiness, 
agitation, insomnia; (adj, n)  

nervousness. ANTONYMS: (n) calm, 
contentment, restfulness, peace. 

smilingly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 
brightly, cheerfully, jolly, joyfully, 
laughingly. 

utter: (v) say, state, speak, breathe, 
articulate, deliver, voice, pronounce; 
(adj, n, v) express, declare; (adj, v) tell. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
incomplete, uncertain, rather, slight; 
(v) conceal, hide, block. 
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Mary Burge.  With that thought, and before she had time to remember any 
reasons why it could not be true, came a new sense of forsakenness and 
disappointment.  The one thing--the one person-- her mind had rested on in its 
dull weariness, had slipped away from her, and peevish misery filled her eyes 
with tears.  She was looking on the ground, but Adam saw her face, saw the 
tears, and before he had finished saying, "Hetty, dear Hetty, what are you crying 
for?" his eager rapid thought had flown through all the causes conceivable to 
him, and had at last alighted on half the true one.  Hetty thought he was going to 
marry Mary Burge--she didn't like him to marry--perhaps she didn't like him to 
marry any one but herself?  All caution was swept away--all reason for it was 
gone, and Adam could feel nothing but trembling joy.  He leaned towards her 
and took her hand, as he said: 

"I could afford to be married now, Hetty--I could make a wife comfortable; 
but I shall never want to be married if you won't have me." 

Hetty looked up at him and smiled through her tears, as she had done to 
Arthur that first evening in the wood, when she had thought he was not coming, 
and yet he came.  It was a feebler relief, a feebler triumph she felt now, but the 
great dark eyes and the sweet lips were as beautiful as ever, perhaps more 
beautiful, for there was a more luxuriant womanliness about Hetty of late.  
Adam could hardly believe in the happiness of that moment.  His right hand 
held her left, and he pressed her arm close against his heart as he leaned down 
towards her.%

"Do you really love me, Hetty?  Will you be my own wife, to love and take 
care of as long as I live?" 

Hetty did not speak, but Adam's face was very close to hers, and she put up 
her round cheek against his, like a kitten.  She wanted to be caressed--she wanted 
to feel as if Arthur were with her again. 

Adam cared for no words after that, and they hardly spoke through the rest 
of the walk.  He only said, "I may tell your uncle and aunt, mayn't I, Hetty?" and 
she said, "Yes." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

caution: (n) advice, carefulness, 
warning, wariness, precaution, 
vigilance, prudence, admonition, 
commandment; (v) warn, advise. 
ANTONYMS: (n) carelessness, 
rashness, incaution, honesty, 
foolishness, encouragement, 
irresponsibility, openness, approval; 
(v) dare, approve. 

conceivable: (adj) imaginable, 
thinkable, believable, 
comprehensible, likely, earthly,  

potential, credible, plausible, 
cogitable, reasonable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unthinkable, difficult, 
implausible, impossible, 
unimaginable. 

luxuriant: (adj, n) lush; (adj) abundant, 
lavish, exuberant, dense, thick, fertile, 
flourishing, fecund, opulent, profuse. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) barren, meager, 
unhealthy, arid, withering, sparse, 
shabby, unadorned. 

misery: (adj, n) grief; (n, v) distress; (n) 

affliction, agony, anguish, woe, 
hardship, evil, ill, infelicity, suffering. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, ecstasy, 
cheerfulness, fun, hopefulness, peace, 
contentment, pleasure, wealth, sport, 
cheer. 

womanliness: (n) womanlike, 
femaleness, femineity, feminity, sex, 
womanishness, feminineness. 
ANTONYM: (n) masculinity. 
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The red fire-light on the hearth at the Hall Farm shone on joyful faces that 
evening, when Hetty was gone upstairs and Adam took the opportunity of 
telling Mr. and Mrs. Poyser and the grandfather that he saw his way to 
maintaining a wife now, and that Hetty had consented to have him.%

"I hope you have no objections against me for her husband," said Adam; "I'm 
a poor man as yet, but she shall want nothing as I can work for." 

"Objections?" said Mr. Poyser, while the grandfather leaned forward and 
brought out his long "Nay, nay."  "What objections can we ha' to you, lad?  Never 
mind your being poorish as yet; there's money in your head-piece as there's 
money i' the sown field, but it must ha' time.  You'n got enough to begin on, and 
we can do a deal tow'rt the bit o' furniture you'll want.  Thee'st got feathers and 
linen to spare--plenty, eh?" 

This question was of course addressed to Mrs. Poyser, who was wrapped up 
in a warm shawl and was too hoarse to speak with her usual facility.  At first she 
only nodded emphatically, but she was presently unable to resist the temptation 
to be more explicit. 

"It ud be a poor tale if I hadna feathers and linen," she said, hoarsely, "when I 
never sell a fowl but what's plucked, and the wheel's a-going every day o' the 
week." 

"Come, my wench," said Mr. Poyser, when Hetty came down, "come and kiss 
us, and let us wish you luck." 

Hetty went very quietly and kissed the big good-natured man. 
"There!" he said, patting her on the back, "go and kiss your aunt and your 

grandfather.  I'm as wishful t' have you settled well as if you was my own 
daughter; and so's your aunt, I'll be bound, for she's done by you this seven 'ear, 
Hetty, as if you'd been her own.  Come, come, now," he went on, becoming 
jocose, as soon as Hetty had kissed her aunt and the old man, "Adam wants a 
kiss too, I'll warrant, and he's a right to one now." 

Hetty turned away, smiling, towards her empty chair. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

explicit: (adj) clear, unmistakable, 
manifest, exact, sharp, lucid, definite, 
broad, direct, perspicuous, emphatic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unspoken, tacit, 
understood, implicit, bland, 
ambiguous, confused, indirect, 
obscure, unclear, hidden. 

hoarse: (adj) gruff, husky, raucous, 
grating, strident, guttural, rough, 
throaty; (v) coarse; (adj, v) hollow, 
sepulchral. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, mellow, velvety, high. 

kiss: (n, v) caress, brush, embrace, 
touch; (n) osculation, salute, lip, Kiss 
of peace, kiss hands; (v) osculate, 
love. 

maintaining: (n) contention, 
continuation; (adj) affirming, 
assertory. 

plucked: (v) ploughed; (adj) pulled, 
unfeathered, featherless, moulting, 
pilled. 

sown: (adj) sowed, seeded, planted, 
sative. 

tale: (n) account, narrative, narration, 
recital, fib, fable, report, fiction, lie, 
relation, yarn. ANTONYM: (n) fact. 

temptation: (n, v) lure, enticement, 
bait; (n) attraction, allurement, 
invitation, seduction, inducement, 
allure, appeal, pull. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dislike, discouragement. 

wishful: (adj) longing, wistful, 
aspiring, aspirant, eager, desirable, 
musing, contemplative, eagerly 
attentive, flimsy; (v) fain. 
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"Come, Adam, then, take one," persisted Mr. Poyser, "else y' arena half a 
man." 

Adam got up, blushing like a small maiden--great strong fellow as he was--
and, putting his arm round Hetty stooped down and gently kissed her lips.%

It was a pretty scene in the red fire-light; for there were no candles--why 
should there be, when the fire was so bright and was reflected from all the 
pewter and the polished oak?  No one wanted to work on a Sunday evening.  
Even Hetty felt something like contentment in the midst of all this love.  Adam's 
attachment to her, Adam's caress, stirred no passion in her, were no longer 
enough to satisfy her vanity, but they were the best her life offered her now--they 
promised her some change. 

There was a great deal of discussion before Adam went away, about the 
possibility of his finding a house that would do for him to settle in.  No house 
was empty except the one next to Will Maskery's in the village, and that was too 
small for Adam now.  Mr. Poyser insisted that the best plan would be for Seth 
and his mother to move and leave Adam in the old home, which might be 
enlarged after a while, for there was plenty of space in the woodyard and 
garden; but Adam objected to turning his mother out. 

"Well, well," said Mr. Poyser at last, "we needna fix everything to-night.  We 
must take time to consider.  You canna think o' getting married afore Easter.  I'm 
not for long courtships, but there must be a bit o' time to make things 
comfortable." 

"Aye, to be sure," said Mrs. Poyser, in a hoarse whisper; "Christian folks can't 
be married like cuckoos, I reckon." 

"I'm a bit daunted, though," said Mr. Poyser, "when I think as we may have 
notice to quit, and belike be forced to take a farm twenty mile off." 

"Eh," said the old man, staring at the floor and lifting his hands up and down, 
while his arms rested on the elbows of his chair, "it's a poor tale if I mun leave th' 
ould spot an be buried in a strange parish.  An' you'll happen ha' double rates to 
pay," he added, looking up at his son. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

arena: (n) theater, battlefield, sphere, 
field, amphitheater, area, platform, 
amphitheatre, hippodrome, region, 
scene. 

attachment: (n) appendix, addition, 
accessory, adherence, regard, link, 
bond, fitting, devotion, liking, 
connection. ANTONYMS: (n) 
aversion, estrangement, repulsion, 
separation, dislike. 

contentment: (n) content, happiness, 
pleasure, fulfillment, ease, delight,  

comfort, complacency, bliss, joy, 
contentedness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dissatisfaction, sadness, discomfort, 
discontentment, misery, 
unhappiness, displeasure, discontent, 
panic, anxiety. 

cuckoos: (n) order Cuculiformes. 
daunted: (adj) downcast, dispirited, 

discouraged, frightened, intimidated, 
disheartened, dismayed, afraid, 
abashed, bashful, discomposed. 

polished: (adj) glossy, cultured,  

finished, refined, smooth, lustrous, 
genteel, courtly; (adj, v) courteous, 
civil, polite. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rough, coarse, shoddy, unpolished, 
amateur, awkward, unsophisticated. 

quit: (adj, n, v) leave; (v) go, drop, 
break, cease, give up, depart, end, 
discontinue; (adj, v) discharge; (n, v) 
part. ANTONYMS: (v) stay, occupy, 
enter, maintain, start, come, arrive. 

reflected: (adj) reflecting, reverberant, 
reflectent. 
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"Well, thee mustna fret beforehand, father," said Martin the younger.  
"Happen the captain 'ull come home and make our peace wi' th' old squire.  I 
build upo' that, for I know the captain 'll see folks righted if he can."%

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

build: (n, v) make, shape; (v) erect, 
establish, raise, rise, found, base, 
fabricate, fashion; (n) frame. 
ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, dismantle, 
raze, overturn, obliterate, decrease, 
decelerate, ruin, disassemble. 

captain: (n) head, master, leader, 
guide, commodore, commander, 
boss, skipper, chieftain; (v) govern, 
manage. ANTONYM: (n) minion. 

folks: (n) people, folk, tribe, relations, 
household, house, relatives, relative, 

kindred, lineage, kin. 
fret: (n, v) gall, irritate, trouble, worry; 

(v) agitate, chafe, rub, fray, upset, 
annoy; (n) anxiety. 

peace: (adj, n) calm, quiet; (n) 
harmony, hush, repose, ease, amity, 
agreement, rest, pacification, order. 
ANTONYMS: (n) noise, chaos, 
conflict, uproar, commotion, 
agitation, war, distress, suffering, 
disruption, turbulence. 

squire: (n, v) escort; (n) landlord,  

gallant, attendant, beau, gentleman, 
esquire, landowner, landholder, 
armiger; (v) attend. 

younger: (adj) Jr, little, petty, young, 
juvenile, Mickey Mouse, minor, 
minuscule, niggling, picayune, 
unskilled. 
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C H A P T E R  % X X X V  

 
T H E  H I D D E N  D R E A D  

 
 

It was a busy time for Adam--the time between the beginning of November 
and the beginning of February, and he could see little of Hetty, except on 
Sundays.  But a happy time, nevertheless, for it was taking him nearer and 
nearer to March, when they were to be married, and all the little preparations for 
their new housekeeping marked the progress towards the longed-for day.  Two 
new rooms had been "run up" to the old house, for his mother and Seth were to 
live with them after all.  Lisbeth had cried so piteously at the thought of leaving 
Adam that he had gone to Hetty and asked her if, for the love of him, she would 
put up with his mother's ways and consent to live with her.  To his great delight, 
Hetty said, "Yes; I'd as soon she lived with us as not."  Hetty's mind was 
oppressed at that moment with a worse difficulty than poor Lisbeth's ways; she 
could not care about them.  So Adam was consoled for the disappointment he 
had felt when Seth had come back from his visit to Snowfield and said "it was no 
use--Dinah's heart wasna turned towards marrying."  For when he told his 
mother that Hetty was willing they should all live together and there was no 
more need of them to think of parting, she said, in a more contented tone than he 
had heard her speak in since it had been settled that he was to be married, "Eh, 
my lad, I'll be as still as th' ould tabby, an' ne'er want to do aught but th' offal 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

delight: (n) joy, pleasure, amusement, 
rejoicing, gladness; (v) ravish, amuse, 
please, captivate, transport, 
enrapture. ANTONYMS: (n) misery, 
dismay, dissatisfaction, sadness, 
nuisance, discontent; (v) depress, 
displease, sadden, irk; (n, v) bore. 

disappointment: (n) anticlimax, 
failure, letdown, comedown, 
frustration, shame, disillusionment, 
annoyance, dismay, setback, 
misfortune. ANTONYMS: (n)  

satisfaction, boost, happiness, 
pleasure, hopefulness, fulfillment, 
comfort, idealism, climax, bonus, 
gratification. 

felt: (v) mat, tangle, snarl, braid, 
entangle, lace, perceive; (adj) sensed, 
perceived, conscious, sensible. 

housekeeping: (n) housewifery, 
household, domestic science. 

nearer: (adj) adjacent, narre, hither; 
(adv) more rapidly, sooner, quicker, 
nigher, NER, faster, earlier, Neer. 

settled: (adj) definite, set, firm, 
permanent, certain, calm, established, 
decided, formed, defined, finished. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unsettled, 
exciting, temporary. 

tabby: (adj) brinded, brindle, brindled; 
(n) cat, fairy, tabby cat, faggot, 
tattletale, domestic cat, queer, queen 
regnant. 

visit: (v) frequent, attend, call, view, 
gossip, jaw, inspect, haunt; (n, v) 
tour, chat; (n) sojourn. 
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work, as she wonna like t' do.  An' then we needna part the platters an' things, as 
ha' stood on the shelf together sin' afore thee wast born."%

There was only one cloud that now and then came across Adam's sunshine:  
Hetty seemed unhappy sometimes.  But to all his anxious, tender questions, she 
replied with an assurance that she was quite contented and wished nothing 
different; and the next time he saw her she was more lively than usual.  It might 
be that she was a little overdone with work and anxiety now, for soon after 
Christmas Mrs. Poyser had taken another cold, which had brought on 
inflammation, and this illness had confined her to her room all through January.  
Hetty had to manage everything downstairs, and half-supply Molly's place too, 
while that good damsel waited on her mistress, and she seemed to throw herself 
so entirely into her new functions, working with a grave steadiness which was 
new in her, that Mr. Poyser often told Adam she was wanting to show him what 
a good housekeeper he would have; but he "doubted the lass was o'erdoing it--
she must have a bit o' rest when her aunt could come downstairs." 

This desirable event of Mrs. Poyser's coming downstairs happened in the 
early part of February, when some mild weather thawed the last patch of snow 
on the Binton Hills.  On one of these days, soon after her aunt came down, Hetty 
went to Treddleston to buy some of the wedding things which were wanting, 
and which Mrs. Poyser had scolded her for neglecting, observing that she 
supposed "it was because they were not for th' outside, else she'd ha' bought 'em 
fast enough." 

It was about ten o'clock when Hetty set off, and the slight hoar- frost that had 
whitened the hedges in the early morning had disappeared as the sun mounted 
the cloudless sky.  Bright February days have a stronger charm of hope about 
them than any other days in the year.  One likes to pause in the mild rays of the 
sun, and look over the gates at the patient plough-horses turning at the end of 
the furrow, and think that the beautiful year is all before one.  The birds seem to 
feel just the same: their notes are as clear as the clear air.  There are no leaves on 
the trees and hedgerows, but how green all the grassy fields are!  And the dark 
purplish brown of the ploughed earth and of the bare branches is beautiful too.  
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cloudless: (adj) bright, clean, fair, light, 
sunny, unclouded, pure, distinct, 
legible, perspicuous; (v) unalloyed. 

furrow: (n, v) fold, crinkle, crease, 
groove, line, chamfer, rut; (n) 
channel, cut, ditch, trough. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ridge; (v) smooth. 

hoar: (n) frost, rime, hoarfrost, 
hoariness; (adj) gray, hoary, 
canescent, grizzly, greyish, frosty, 
ancient. 

mistress: (n) dame, concubine,  

madame, inamorata, lady, lover, 
fancy woman, doxy, girl, kept 
woman, missis. 

overdone: (adj) exaggerated, 
overstated, overcooked, excessive, 
immoderate, extravagant, fulsome, 
overdo, undue, overwrought, 
profuse. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
restrained, tender. 

purplish: (adj) majestic, violet, 
chromatic, imperial, embellished, 
empurpled. 

steadiness: (adj, n) stability, firmness, 
steadfastness; (n) regularity, 
equilibrium, consistency, resolution, 
permanence, persistence, sureness; 
(adj) stableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unsteadiness, instability, 
unreliability. 

thawed: (adj) liquified, unfrozen. 
whitened: (adj) bloodless, bleached, 

Caucasian, clean, colorless, livid, 
make white, snowy, unsullied, ashen, 
benevolent. 
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What a glad world this looks like, as one drives or rides along the valleys and 
over the hills!  I have often thought so when, in foreign countries, where the 
fields and woods have looked to me like our English Loamshire--the rich land 
tilled with just as much care, the woods rolling down the gentle slopes to the 
green meadows--I have come on sormething by the roadside which has 
reminded me that I am not in Loamshire: an image of a great agony--the agony 
of the Cross.  It has stood perhaps by the clustering apple-blossoms, or in the 
broad sunshine by the cornfield, or at a turning by the wood where a clear brook 
was gurgling below; and surely, if there came a traveller to this world who knew 
nothing of the story of man's life upon it, this image of agony would seem to him 
strangely out of place in the midst of this joyous nature.  He would not know 
that hidden behind the apple-blossoms, or among the golden corn, or under the 
shrouding boughs of the wood, there might be a human heart beating heavily 
with anguish--perhaps a young blooming girl, not knowing where to turn for 
refuge from swift-advancing shame, understanding no more of this life of ours 
than a foolish lost lamb wandering farther and farther in the nightfall on the 
lonely heath, yet tasting the bitterest of life's bitterness.%

Such things are sometimes hidden among the sunny fields and behind the 
blossoming orchards; and the sound of the gurgling brook, if you came close to 
one spot behind a small bush, would be mingled for your ear with a despairing 
human sob.  No wonder man's religion has much sorrow in it: no wonder he 
needs a suffering God. 

Hetty, in her red cloak and warm bonnet, with her basket in her hand, is 
turning towards a gate by the side of the Treddleston road, but not that she may 
have a more lingering enjoyment of the sunshine and think with hope of the long 
unfolding year.  She hardly knows that the sun is shining; and for weeks, now, 
when she has hoped at all, it has been for something at which she herself 
trembles and shudders.  She only wants to be out of the high-road, that she may 
walk slowly and not care how her face looks, as she dwells on wretched 
thoughts; and through this gate she can get into a field-path behind the wide 
thick hedgerows.  Her great dark eyes wander blankly over the fields like the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blankly: (adj, adv) inanely, vacuously, 
expressionlessly; (adv) emptily, 
hollowly, voidly, cleanly, 
impassively, stupidly, whitely, 
inexpressively. ANTONYM: (adv) 
brightly. 

blossoming: (n) bloom, florescence, 
flowering, anthesis, blossom, 
efflorescence, inflorescence, 
ontogeny, ontogenesis; (adj) budding, 
growing. ANTONYM: (adj) failing. 

clustering: (n) bunch, clusterization,  

clunk, Pleiades, tussock, tuft, swad; 
(v) classification, analysis, division, 
digestion. 

cornfield: (n) corn field. 
countries: (n) country. 
despairing: (adj) hopeless, desperate, 

despondent, forlorn, desolate, 
dejected, pessimistic, sad, 
brokenhearted, miserable, 
inconsolable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hopeful, optimistic, rosy, happy, 
confident, cheerful. 

nightfall: (n) dusk, evening, twilight, 
sunset, gloaming, evenfall, dark, 
eventide, sundown, darkness, fall. 
ANTONYMS: (n) daybreak, sunrise. 

roadside: (n) verge, shoulder, border, 
edge, margin. 

shrouding: (v) envelop. 
unfolding: (n) development, growth, 

flowering, display, recitation, dawn, 
process, solution, disclosure; (adj) 
ongoing, duration. 
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eyes of one who is desolate, homeless, unloved, not the promised bride of a 
brave tender man.  But there are no tears in them: her tears were all wept away 
in the weary night, before she went to sleep.  At the next stile the pathway 
branches off: there are two roads before her--one along by the hedgerow, which 
will by and by lead her into the road again, the other across the fields, which will 
take her much farther out of the way into the Scantlands, low shrouded pastures 
where she will see nobody.  She chooses this and begins to walk a little faster, as 
if she had suddenly thought of an object towards which it was worth while to 
hasten.  Soon she is in the Scantlands, where the grassy land slopes gradually 
downwards, and she leaves the level ground to follow the slope.  Farther on 
there is a clump of trees on the low ground, and she is making her way towards 
it.  No, it is not a clump of trees, but a dark shrouded pool, so full with the 
wintry rains that the under boughs of the elder-bushes lie low beneath the water.  
She sits down on the grassy bank, against the stooping stem of the great oak that 
hangs over the dark pool.  She has thought of this pool often in the nights of the 
month that has just gone by, and now at last she is come to see it.  She clasps her 
hands round her knees, and leans forward, and looks earnestly at it, as if trying 
to guess what sort of bed it would make for her young round limbs.%

No, she has not courage to jump into that cold watery bed, and if she had, 
they might find her--they might find out why she had drowned herself.  There is 
but one thing left to her: she must go away, go where they can't find her. 

After the first on-coming of her great dread, some weeks after her betrothal 
to Adam, she had waited and waited, in the blind vague hope that something 
would happen to set her free from her terror; but she could wait no longer.  All 
the force of her nature had been concentrated on the one effort of concealment, 
and she had shrunk with irresistible dread from every course that could tend 
towards a betrayal of her miserable secret.  Whenever the thought of writing to 
Arthur had occurred to her, she had rejected it.  He could do nothing for her that 
would shelter her from discovery and scorn among the relatives and neighbours 
who once more made all her world, now her airy dream had vanished.  Her 
imagination no longer saw happiness with Arthur, for he could do nothing that 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

betrothal: (n) troth, espousal, 
betrothment, affiance, betroth, battle, 
alliance, ritual, betrothing, conflict, 
employment. 

clump: (n, v) cluster, bundle; (n) lump, 
group, clot, knot, tuft, chunk, clod, 
ball; (v) plod. 

grassy: (adj) verdant, gramineous, 
weedy, herby, woody, fertile, 
blossoming, abundant, leafy, lush, 
flourishing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
grassless, urban, withering. 

hasten: (adj, n, v) speed, quicken; (v) 
expedite, advance, hurry, hie, dash, 
rush; (n, v) further, forward, 
dispatch. ANTONYMS: (v) linger, 
retard, amble. 

scorn: (v) despise, contemn, reject; (n, 
v) ridicule, neglect, disregard, deride, 
slight; (n) contempt, derision, 
mockery. ANTONYMS: (n, v) respect, 
praise; (v) appreciate, revere, value, 
approve, admire, accept; (n) 
admiration, commendation, humility.

shrouded: (adj) hidden, covered, 
veiled, cloaked, secret, wearing a veil, 
unseen, ulterior, masked, enclosed, 
misty. 

shrunk: (adj) contracted, wizened, 
withered, shrivelled, shriveled, 
wizen, insipid, drawn grain, wearish. 

unloved: (v) unmourned; (adj) 
abhorrent, unpopular, unlamented, 
unbeloved, reviled, loathed, hated, 
disliked, detested, despicable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) loved. 
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would satisfy or soothe her pride.  No, something else would happen--something 
must happen--to set her free from this dread.  In young, childish, ignorant souls 
there is constantly this blind trust in some unshapen chance: it is as hard to a boy 
or girl to believe that a great wretchedness will actually befall them as to believe 
that they will die.%

But now necessity was pressing hard upon her--now the time of her marriage 
was close at hand--she could no longer rest in this blind trust.  She must run 
away; she must hide herself where no familiar eyes could detect her; and then 
the terror of wandering out into the world, of which she knew nothing, made the 
possibility of going to Arthur a thought which brought some comfort with it.  
She felt so helpless now, so unable to fashion the future for herself, that the 
prospect of throwing herself on him had a relief in it which was stronger than 
her pride.  As she sat by the pool and shuddered at the dark cold water, the hope 
that he would receive her tenderly--that he would care for her and think for her--
was like a sense of lulling warmth, that made her for the moment indifferent to 
everything else; and she began now to think of nothing but the scheme by which 
she should get away. 

She had had a letter from Dinah lately, full of kind words about the coming 
marriage, which she had heard of from Seth; and when Hetty had read this letter 
aloud to her uncle, he had said, "I wish Dinah 'ud come again now, for she'd be a 
comfort to your aunt when you're gone.  What do you think, my wench, o' going 
to see her as soon as you can be spared and persuading her to come back wi' 
you?  You might happen persuade her wi' telling her as her aunt wants her, for 
all she writes o' not being able to come."  Hetty had not liked the thought of 
going to Snowfield, and felt no longing to see Dinah, so she only said, "It's so far 
off, Uncle."  But now she thought this proposed visit would serve as a pretext for 
going away.  She would tell her aunt when she got home again that she should 
like the change of going to Snowfield for a week or ten days.  And then, when 
she got to Stoniton, where nobody knew her, she would ask for the coach that 
would take her on the way to Windsor.  Arthur was at Windsor, and she would 
go to him. 
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detect: (v) find, discover, discern, 
notice, observe, spot, see, ascertain, 
trace, identify, distinguish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, ignore, 
overlook. 

hide: (n, v) cover, disguise, shelter, 
veil; (adj, v) obscure; (n) fur, fell, coat; 
(v) bury, mask; (adj, n, v) darken. 
ANTONYMS: (v) show, expose, 
express, divulge, unearth, amplify, 
advertise, clarify. 

lulling: (adj) drowsy, assuasive,  

dreamy, dull, lethargic, quietening, 
unalarming, dozy; (n) appeasement. 

necessity: (n) demand, need, lack, 
exigency, essential, compulsion, 
emergency, distress, must, constraint, 
necessary. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inessential, treat, unimportance, 
luxury. 

terror: (n, v) alarm, scare; (adj, n) 
dread, awe; (n) fear, dismay, 
consternation, horror, panic, 
apprehension, scourge.  

ANTONYMS: (n) peace, security, 
delight, calm, confidence. 

unshapen: (adj) unformed, unhewn, 
unfashioned. 

warmth: (adj, n) glow, fire; (n) 
temperature, warmness, passion, 
fervor, geniality, affection, 
tenderness, fondness, sympathy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) aloofness, chill, 
chilliness, coldness, coolness, 
unfriendliness, hostility, sourness, 
abruptness, plainness, frostiness. 
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As soon as Hetty had determined on this scheme, she rose from the grassy 
bank of the pool, took up her basket, and went on her way to Treddleston, for 
she must buy the wedding things she had come out for, though she would never 
want them.  She must be careful not to raise any suspicion that she was going to 
run away.%

Mrs. Poyser was quite agreeably surprised that Hetty wished to go and see 
Dinah and try to bring her back to stay over the wedding.  The sooner she went 
the better, since the weather was pleasant now; and Adam, when he came in the 
evening, said, if Hetty could set off to-morrow, he would make time to go with 
her to Treddleston and see her safe into the Stoniton coach. 

"I wish I could go with you and take care of you, Hetty," he said, the next 
morning, leaning in at the coach door; "but you won't stay much beyond a week-
-the time 'ull seem long." 

He was looking at her fondly, and his strong hand beld hers in its grasp.  
Hetty felt a sense of protection in his presence--she was used to it now: if she 
could have had the past undone and known no other love than her quiet liking 
for Adam!  The tears rose as she gave him the last look. 

"God bless her for loving me," said Adam, as he went on his way to work 
again, with Gyp at his heels. 

But Hetty's tears were not for Adam--not for the anguish that would come 
upon him when he found she was gone from him for ever.  They were for the 
misery of her own lot, which took her away from this brave tender man who 
offered up his whole life to her, and threw her, a poor helpless suppliant, on the 
man who would think it a misfortune that she was obliged to cling to him. 

At three o'clock that day, when Hetty was on the coach that was to  take her, 
they said, to Leicester--part of the long, long way to Windsor--she felt dimly that 
she might be travelling all this weary journey towards the beginning of new 
misery. 

Yet Arthur was at Windsor; he would surely not be angry with her.  If he did 
not mind about her as he used to do, he had promised to be good to her. 
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agreeably: (adv) enjoyably, pleasantly, 
sympathetically, pleasingly, suitably, 
well, melodically, accordingly, 
affably, genially; (adv, v) happily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disagreeably, 
incongruously, uncooperatively, 
unhelpfully, badly, stubbornly, 
harshly. 

leaning: (adj, n) bent, disposition, 
partiality; (n) propensity, bias, 
tendency, incline, lean; (adj) tilted, 
canted, inclined. ANTONYMS: (n)  

antipathy, dislike; (adj) upright. 
obliged: (adj) grateful, thankful, 

appreciative, forced, accountable, 
compelled; (adj, v) bound, under 
obligation; (adj, prep) indebted; (v) 
oblige, binding. ANTONYM: (adj) 
ungrateful. 

suppliant: (n) petitioner, applicant, 
besieger, postulant, prayer, lover, 
suer; (adj) beseeching, supplicatory, 
imploring, humbly entreating. 

tender: (n, v) offer, proffer, bid; (adj, v) 

affectionate; (adj) painful, sensitive, 
soft, loving, sore; (v) propose, 
present. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hardhearted, rubbery, hard, rough, 
uncaring, healthy, mature, unfeeling, 
cold, experienced; (v) withdraw. 

undone: (adj) ruined, unfinished, 
sunk, done for, finished, behindhand, 
decayed; (adj, v) doomed; (v) 
accursed, to be pitied, devoted. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI  

 
THE  JO URNEY  OF  H OPE  

 
 

A long, lonely journey, with sadness in the heart; away from the familiar to 
the strange: that is a hard and dreary thing even to the rich, the strong, the 
instructed; a hard thing, even when we are called by duty, not urged by dread.%

What was it then to Hetty?  With her poor narrow thoughts, no longer 
melting into vague hopes, but pressed upon by the chill of definite fear, 
repeating again and again the same small round of memories--shaping again 
and again the same childish, doubtful images of what was to come--seeing 
nothing in this wide world but the little history of her own pleasures and pains; 
with so little money in her pocket, and the way so long and difficult.  Unless she 
could afford always to go in the coaches--and she felt sure she could not, for the 
journey to Stoniton was more expensive than she had expected--it was plain that 
she must trust to carriers' carts or slow waggons; and what a time it would be 
before she could get to the end of her journey!  The burly old coachman from 
Oakbourne, seeing such a pretty young woman among the outside passengers, 
had invited her to come and sit beside him; and feeling that it became him as a 
man and a coachman to open the dialogue with a joke, he applied himself as 
soon as they were off the stones to the elaboration of one suitable in all respects.  
After many cuts with his whip and glances at Hetty out of the corner of his eye, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

elaboration: (n) amplification, 
complexity, development, 
elaborateness, decoration, finish, 
expansion, intricacy, exaggeration; (n, 
v) refinement; (v) correction. 

instructed: (adj) taught, tutored, 
enlightened, intelligent, arranged, 
instruct, experienced, qualified; (v) 
erudite, lettered, leaned. 

repeating: (n) repeat, iteration, 
renewal, repetition, redundancy, 
copying, reduplication; (adj)  

repetitious, iterating, iterative, 
repetitive. 

respects: (adj) abord, welcome; (n) 
compliments, greeting, compliment, 
baisemains, devoir, duty. 

sadness: (n, v) melancholy, 
despondency; (adj, n) grief, distress; 
(n) misery, sorrow, desolation, regret, 
gloom, mourning, affliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, amusement, 
cheerfulness, laughter, contentment, 
comfort, cheer, hopefulness. 

vague: (adj) obscure, indistinct, 
indeterminate, undefined, 
undetermined, indefinite, uncertain, 
faint, ambiguous; (adj, v) loose, 
equivocal. ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, 
distinct, exact, particular, precise, 
specific, sure, certain, defined, alert, 
detailed. 

whip: (n, v) lash, strap, goad; (v) flog, 
flagellate, beat, punish, thrash, 
trounce, stir, wallop. ANTONYMS: 
(v) lose, return. 
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he lifted his lips above the edge of his wrapper and said, "He's pretty nigh six 
foot, I'll be bound, isna he, now?" 

"Who?" said Hetty, rather startled.%

"Why, the sweetheart as you've left behind, or else him as you're goin' arter--
which is it?" 

Hetty felt her face flushing and then turning pale.  She thought this 
coachman must know something about her.  He must know Adam, and might 
tell him where she was gone, for it is difficult to country people to believe that 
those who make a figure in their own parish are not known everywhere else, and 
it was equally difficult to Hetty to understand that chance words could happen 
to apply closely to her circumstances.  She was too frightened to speak. 

"Hegh, hegh!" said the coachman, seeing that his joke was not so gratifying as 
he had expected, "you munna take it too ser'ous; if he's behaved ill, get another.  
Such a pretty lass as you can get a sweetheart any day." 

Hetty's fear was allayed by and by, when she found that the coachman made 
no further allusion to her personal concerns; but it still had the effect of 
preventing her from asking him what were the places on the road to Windsor.  
She told him she was only going a little way out of Stoniton, and when she got 
down at the inn where the coach stopped, she hastened away with her basket to 
another part of the town.  When she had formed her plan of going to Windsor, 
she had not foreseen any difficulties except that of getting away, and after she 
had overcome this by proposing the visit to Dinah, her thoughts flew to the 
meeting with Arthur and the question how he would behave to her--not resting 
on any probable incidents of the journey.  She was too entirely ignorant of 
traveling to imagine any of its details, and with all her store of money--her three 
guineas--in her pocket, she thought herself amply provided.  It was not until she 
found how much it cost her to get to Stoniton that she began to be alarmed about 
the journey, and then, for the first time, she felt her ignorance as to the places 
that must be passed on her way.  Oppressed with this new alarm, she walked 
along the grim Stoniton streets, and at last turned into a shabby little inn, where 
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amply: (adj, adv) abundantly, 
sufficiently; (adv) fully, well, lavishly, 
plentifully, richly, generously, 
enough, adequately, capaciously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) meagerly, 
inadequately, illiberally, sparingly, 
poorly. 

concerns: (n) dealings, affairs. 
flushing: (n) rinsing, blush, flashing, 

Flushing process, Flushing system, 
histamine flush, hushing, water 
Flushing. 

foreseen: (v) foresee, long expected; 
(adj) envisioned, foretold, contingent, 
concourse, coming, casual, 
adventitious, accidental, predictable. 

grim: (adj) austere, glum, cheerless, 
dour, ghastly, dreary, forbidding, 
dark, dire, hard, dismal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, bright, 
funny, kindly, hospitable, pleasant, 
promising, simple, wonderful. 

ignorance: (n) illiteracy, nescience, 
folly, unwisdom, innocence,  

denseness, ignorancy, stupidity, 
obtuseness, tabula rasa, 
unawareness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
intelligence, acquaintance, education. 

traveling: (n) travel, journey, 
travelling, commuting, commutation, 
peregrination, circumnavigation; (adj) 
riding, touring, nomadic, road. 

wrapper: (n) cover, wrap, cloak, 
peignoir, housecoat, neglige, 
envelope, wrapping, covering, dust 
cover, mantle. 
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she hoped to get a cheap lodging for the night.  Here she asked the landlord if he 
could tell her what places she must go to, to get to Windsor.%

"Well, I can't rightly say.  Windsor must be pretty nigh London, for it's where 
the king lives," was the answer.  "Anyhow, you'd best go t' Ashby next--that's 
south'ard.  But there's as many places from here to London as there's houses in 
Stoniton, by what I can make out.  I've never been no traveller myself.  But how 
comes a lone young woman like you to be thinking o' taking such a journey as 
that?" 

"I'm going to my brother--he's a soldier at Windsor," said Hetty, frightened at 
the landlord's questioning look.  "I can't afford to go by the coach; do you think 
there's a cart goes toward Ashby in the morning?" 

"Yes, there may be carts if anybody knowed where they started from; but you 
might run over the town before you found out.  You'd best set off and walk, and 
trust to summat overtaking you." 

Every word sank like lead on Hetty's spirits; she saw the journey stretch bit 
by bit before her now.  Even to get to Ashby seemed a hard thing: it might take 
the day, for what she knew, and that was nothing to the rest of the journey.  But 
it must be done--she must get to Arthur.  Oh, how she yearned to be again with 
somebody who would care for her!  She who had never got up in the morning 
without the certainty of seeing familiar faces, people on whom she had an 
acknowledged claim; whose farthest journey had been to Rosseter on the pillion 
with her uncle; whose thoughts had always been taking holiday in dreams of 
pleasure, because all the business of her life was managed for her--this kittenlike 
Hetty, who till a few months ago had never felt any other grief than that of 
envying Mary Burge a new ribbon, or being girded at by her aunt for neglecting 
Totty, must now make her toilsome way in loneliness, her peaceful home left 
behind for ever, and nothing but a tremulous hope of distant refuge before her.  
Now for the first time, as she lay down to-night in the strange hard bed, she felt 
that her home had been a happy one, that her uncle had been very good to her, 
that her quiet lot at Hayslope among the things and people she knew, with her 
little pride in her one best gown and bonnet, and nothing to hide from any one, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

lodging: (n) abode, apartment, 
accommodation, housing, hostel, 
residence, quarter, home, lodgement, 
address, hospice. 

lone: (adj) forlorn, lonely, only, 
solitary, individual, single, sole, 
separate, isolated, one, solo. 
ANTONYM: (adj) attached. 

loneliness: (n) desolation, aloneness, 
isolation, solitariness, lonesomeness, 
bleakness, forlornness, desolateness, 
temperament, unhappiness; (adj, n)  

solitude. ANTONYMS: (n) inclusion, 
cheerfulness, hopefulness. 

overtaking: (n) passing, overtake, 
pass, going, expiration, loss, 
departure, exit. 

questioning: (adj) inquisitive, curious, 
suspicious, quizzical, doubting; (n) 
question, inquiry, query, 
examination, interrogation, enquiry. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) illogical, certain, 
credulous. 

refuge: (n) sanctuary, asylum, safety,  

retreat, cover, harborage, haven, 
shelter, harbor; (n, v) recourse, resort. 

soldier: (n) warrior, fighter, 
serviceman, champion, ranker, 
military personnel, swordsman, 
trooper, cavalryman, guardsman, 
janissary. 

toward: (prep) to, towards, 
approaching, headed for, just before, 
of, in the direction of; (adv, prep) on; 
(adv) about, around, by. 
ANTONYMS: (prep) from, away. 
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was what she would like to wake up to as a reality, and find that all the feverish 
life she had known besides was a short nightmare.  She thought of all she had left 
behind with yearning regret for her own sake.  Her own misery filled her heart--
there was no room in it for other people's sorrow.  And yet, before the cruel 
letter, Arthur had been so tender and loving.  The memory of that had still a 
charm for her, though it was no more than a soothing draught that just made 
pain bearable.  For Hetty could conceive no other existence for herself in future 
than a hidden one, and a hidden life, even with love, would have had no delights 
for her; still less a life  mingled with shame.  She knew no romances, and had 
only a feeble share in the feelings which are the source of romance, so that well-
read ladies may find it difflcult to understand her state of mind.  She was too 
igrorant of everything beyond the simple notions and habits in which she had 
been brought up to have any more definite idea of her probable future than that 
Arthur would take care of her somehow, and shelter her from anger and scorn.  
He would not marry her and make her a lady; and apart from that she could 
think of nothing he could give towards which she looked with longing and 
ambition.%

The next morning she rose early, and taking only some milk and bread for 
her breakfast, set out to walk on the road towards Ashby, under a leaden-
coloured sky, with a narrowing streak of yellow, like a departing hope, on the 
edge of the horizon.  Now in her faintness of heart at the length and difficulty of 
her journey, she was most of all afraid of spending her money, and becoming so 
destitute that she would have to ask people's charity; for Hettv had the pride not 
only of a proud nature but of a proud class--the class that pays the most poor-
rates, and most shudders at the idea of profiting by a poor-rate.  It had not yet 
occurred to her that she might get money for her locket and earrings which she 
carried with her, and she applied all her small arithmetic and knowledge of 
prices to calculating how many meals and how many rides were contained in 
her two guineas, and the odd shillings, which had a melancholy look, as if they 
were the pale ashes of the other bright-flaming coin. 
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ashes: (n) dust, cinders, remains, 
cinder, clay, earth, embers, clinker; 
(adj) scoriae, mother, precipitate. 

calculating: (adj) scheming, sly, 
shrewd, crafty, calculative, wily, 
wary, discreet, devious; (n) 
calculation; (adj, v) wise. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncalculating, 
unassuming, reckless, artless, rash, 
guileless, candid, unconscious. 

conceive: (v) think, imagine, 
comprehend, design, apprehend,  

realize, discover, cogitate, appreciate, 
invent, catch. ANTONYMS: (v) 
destroy, doubt, misunderstand, 
question, ruin. 

departing: (adj, v) parting; (adj, n) 
leaving, going away; (adj) outgoing, 
outbound, outward, passing, 
decedent, valedictory, retiring; (v) 
depart. ANTONYM: (n) arrival. 

earrings: (n) charms, bracelets, rings, 
ornaments, necklaces, jewels, jewelry, 
costume jewelry, trinkets. 

narrowing: (n) contraction, tightening, 
coarctation, stricture, angustation; 
(adj) dwindling, tapering, 
constrictive, constricting, binding; 
(adj, n) tapering off. ANTONYM: (n) 
expansion. 

romance: (n) love affair, fiction, story, 
figment, intrigue, affair, tale, vagary; 
(v) flirt, court, exaggerate. 

well-read: (adj) learned, erudite, 
informed, literary, scholarly, 
studious, educated. 
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For %the first few miles out of Stoniton, she walked on bravely, always fixing 
on some tree or gate or projecting bush at the most distant visible point in the 
road as a goal, and feeling a faint joy when she had reached it.  But when she 
came to the fourth milestone, the first she had happened to notice among the 
long grass by the roadside, and read that she was still only four miles beyond 
Stoniton, her courage sank.  She had come only this little way, and yet felt tired, 
and almost hungry again in the keen morning air; for though Hetty was 
accustomed to much movement and exertion indoors, she was not used to long 
walks which produced quite a different sort of fatigue from that of household 
activity.  As she was looking at the milestone she felt some drops falling on her 
face--it was beginning to rain.  Here was a new trouble which had not entered 
into her sad thoughts before, and quite weighed down by this sudden addition to 
her burden, she sat down on the step of a stile and began to sob hysterically.  
The beginning of hardship is like the first taste of bitter food--it seems for a 
moment unbearable; yet, if there is nothing else to satisfy our hunger, we take 
another bite and find it possible to go on.  When Hetty recovered from her burst 
of weeping, she rallied her fainting courage: it was raining, and she must try to 
get on to a village where she might find rest and shelter.  Presently, as she 
walked on wearily, she heard the rumbling of heavy wheels behind her; a 
covered waggon was coming, creeping slowly along with a slouching driver 
cracking his whip beside the horses.  She waited for it, thinking that if the 
waggoner were not a very sour-looking man, she would ask him to take her up.  
As the waggon approached her, the driver had fallen behind, but there was 
something in the front of the big vehicle which encouraged her.  At any previous 
moment in her life she would not have noticed it, but now, the new susceptibility 
that suffering had awakened in her caused this object to impress her strongly.  It 
was only a small white-and- liver-coloured spaniel which sat on the front ledge 
of the waggon, with large timid eyes, and an incessant trembling in the body, 
such as you may have seen in some of these small creatures.  Hetty cared little for 
animals, as you know, but at this moment she felt as if the helpless timid creature 
had some fellowship with her, and without being quite aware of the reason, she 
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bravely: (adv) courageously, fearlessly, 
valiantly, boldly, intrepidly, 
dauntlessly, gallantly, audaciously, 
undauntedly, heroically, doughtily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) timidly, fearfully, 
execrably, nervously. 

cracking: (n) crack, break, fracture; 
(adj) splitting, swell, smashing, 
corking, bully, great, keen, neat. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, slow. 

fainting: (n) swoon, syncope, 
deliquium, lipothymy, prostration,  

stupor; (adj) lipothymic. 
hysterically: (adv) feverishly, 

frantically, agitatedly, worriedly, 
wildly, violently, turbulently, 
excitedly, emotionally, passionately, 
stormily. ANTONYM: (adv) 
peacefully. 

ledge: (n) projection, bulge, jetty, 
board, shelf, rack, bench, hummock, 
protrusion, rim; (adj) escarpment. 
ANTONYM: (n) depression. 

milestone: (n) landmark, event,  

marker, breakthrough, happening, 
age, juncture, occasion, incident; (adj) 
milliary. 

projecting: (adj) projected, protruding, 
jutting, protrusive, pendent; (adj, v) 
overhanging, jutting over, salient; (v) 
beetling, protuberant, convex. 

rumbling: (adj, n) grumbling; (n) 
grumble, noise, boom, thunder, roll, 
roar; (adj) hollow, low; (v) 
bombination, berloque. 
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was less doubtful about speaking to the driver, who now came forward--a large 
ruddy man, with a sack over his shoulders, by way of scarf or mantle.%

"Could you take me up in your waggon, if you're going towards Ashby?" 
said Hetty.  "I'll pay you for it." 

"Aw," said the big fellow, with that slowly dawning smile which belongs to 
heavy faces, "I can take y' up fawst enough wi'out bein' paid for't if you dooant 
mind lyin' a bit closish a-top o' the wool-packs.  Where do you coom from?  And 
what do you want at Ashby?" 

"I come from Stoniton.  I'm going a long way--to Windsor." 
"What!  Arter some service, or what?" 
"Going to my brother--he's a soldier there." 
"Well, I'm going no furder nor Leicester--and fur enough too--but I'll take 

you, if you dooant mind being a bit long on the road.  Th' hosses wooant feel 
your weight no more nor they feel the little doog there, as I puck up on the road a 
fortni't agoo.  He war lost, I b'lieve, an's been all of a tremble iver sin'.  Come, gi' 
us your basket an' come behind and let me put y' in." 

To lie on the wool-packs, with a cranny left between the curtains of the 
awning to let in the air, was luxury to Hetty now, and she half-slept away the 
hours till the driver came to ask her if she wanted to get down and have "some 
victual"; he himself was going to eat his dinner at this "public."  Late at night they 
reached Leicester, and so this second day of Hetty's journey was past.  She had 
spent no money except what she had paid for her food, but she felt that this slow 
journeying would be intolerable for her another day, and in the morning she 
found her way to a coach- office to ask about the road to Windsor, and see if it 
would cost her too much to go part of the distance by coach again.  Yes!  The 
distance was too great--the coaches were too dear--she must give them up; but 
the elderly clerk at the office, touched by her pretty anxious face, wrote down for 
her the names of the chief places she must pass through.  This was the only 
comfort she got in Leicester, for the men stared at her as she went along the 
street, and for the first time in her life Hetty wished no one would look at her.  
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awning: (n) screen, shade, tilt, 
sunblind, marquee, umbrella, blind, 
canopy, cover, tarpaulin, shelter. 

cranny: (n) crack, chink, crevice, 
fissure, gap, chap, opening, hole, 
recess, fracture, interstice. 

hours: (n) period, duty period; (adv) 
o'clock. 

intolerable: (adj) unbearable, 
insupportable, painful, obnoxious, 
detestable, inexcusable, deplorable, 
undesirable, hard, excruciating,  

difficult. ANTONYMS: (adj) bearable, 
tolerable, acceptable, reasonable, 
nice, understandable, lovable, 
excusable, inoffensive, manageable. 

journeying: (adj) itinerant, wayfaring, 
vagabond; (n) excursion, digression, 
expedition, travelling, movement, 
outing, passage, pilgrimage. 

luxury: (n) comfort, luxuriousness, 
extravagance, opulence, wealth; (adj, 
n) delicacy, gratification, elegance; 
(adj) luxurious, deluxe, indulgence.  

ANTONYMS: (n) paucity, necessity, 
poverty, filth, discomfort, bareness, 
shabbiness; (adj) basic, inferior, 
cheap, Spartan. 

places: (n) chairs, seating, spaces. 
puck: (n) disk, hockey puck, imp, 

sprite, faerie, Robin Goodfellow, 
faery, disc. 

sack: (v) plunder, dismiss, ransack, 
despoil, rob; (n, v) bag, discharge, 
fire; (n) pocket, sac, pouch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hire, detain. 
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She %set out walking again; but this day she was fortunate, for she was soon 
overtaken by a carrier's cart which carried her to Hinckley, and by the help of a 
return chaise, with a drunken postilion--who frightened her by driving like Jehu 
the son of Nimshi, and shouting hilarious remarks at her, twisting himself 
backwards on his saddle--she was before night in the heart of woody 
Warwickshire: but still almost a hundred miles from Windsor, they told her.  Oh 
what a large world it was, and what hard work for her to find her way in it!  She 
went by mistake to Stratford-on-Avon, finding Stratford set down in her list of 
places, and then she was told she had come a long way out of the right road.  It 
was not till the fifth day that she got to Stony Stratford.  That seems but a slight 
journey as you look at the map, or remember your own pleasant travels to and 
from the meadowy banks of the Avon.  But how wearily long it was to Hetty!  It 
seemed to her as if this country of flat fields, and hedgerows, and dotted houses, 
and villages, and market-towns--all so much alike to her indifferent eyes--must 
have no end, and she must go on wandering among them for ever, waiting tired 
at toll-gates for some cart to come, and then finding the cart went only a little 
way--a very little way--to the miller's a mile off perhaps; and she hated going 
into the public houses, where she must go to get food and ask questions, because 
there were always men lounging there, who stared at her and joked her rudely.  
Her body was very weary too with these days of new fatigue and anxiety; they 
had made her look more pale and worn than all the time of hidden dread she 
had gone through at home.  When at last she reached Stony Stratford, her 
impatience and weariness had become too strong for her economical caution; she 
determined to take the coach for the rest of the way, though it should cost her all 
her remaining money.  She would need nothing at Windsor but to find Arthur.  
When she had paid the fare for the last coach, she had only a shilling; and as she 
got down at the sign of the Green Man in Windsor at twelve o'clock in the 
middle of the seventh day, hungry and faint, the coachman came up, and begged 
her to "remember him."  She put her hand in her pocket and took out the shilling, 
but the tears came with the sense of exhaustion and the thought that she was 
giving away her last means of getting food, which she really required before she 
could go in search of Arthur.  As she held out the shilling, she lifted up her dark 
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chaise: (n) shay, carriage, equipage, 
rig, coach, daybed, chaise longue, 
bed, cabriole chair, chair. 

dotted: (adj) speckled, dappled, 
specked, spotted, dashed, stippled, 
scattered, spotty, dot, mottled, 
broken. 

economical: (adj) prudent, economic, 
cheap, inexpensive, provident, 
sparing, careful, saving, cautious; 
(adj, n) frugal; (n) economy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) expensive,  

spendthrift, extravagant, wasteful, 
costly, lavish, uneconomical, fussy. 

fare: (n, v) do; (n) food, aliment, board, 
table, charge, chow, menu, traveller; 
(v) come, eat. ANTONYM: (v) stop. 

rudely: (adv) crudely, coarsely, 
uncivilly, indelicately, impolitely, 
roughly, harshly, vulgarly, brutally, 
meanly, wildly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
respectfully, graciously, decently, 
civilly, properly, attentively, 
agreeably, tactfully, thoughtfully,  

acceptably, gently. 
travels: (n) actions, expedition. 
wearily: (adv) sickly, boredly, dully, 

languidly, jadedly, exhaustedly, 
sadly, soberly, gravely, heavily, 
seriously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
hopefully, untiringly, energetically, 
dynamically. 

woody: (adj) arboreous, ligneous, 
wooden, forested, woodsy, 
arboraceous, arboreal, harder, hard, 
lignified, nemorous. 
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tear-filled eyes to the coachman's face and said, "Can you give me back 
sixpence?" 

"No, no," he said, gruffly, "never mind--put the shilling up again." 
The landlord of the Green Man had stood near enough to witness this scene, 

and he was a man whose abundant feeding served to keep his good nature, as 
well as his person, in high condition.  And that lovely tearful face of Hetty's 
would have found out the sensitive fibre in most men.%

"Come, young woman, come in," he said, "and have adrop o' something; 
you're pretty well knocked up, I can see that." 

He took her into the bar and said to his wife, "Here, missis, take this young 
woman into the parlour; she's a little overcome"--for Hetty's tears were falling 
fast.  They were merely hysterical tears: she thought she had no reason for 
weeping now, and was vexed that she was too weak and tired to help it.  She 
was at Windsor at last, not far from Arthur. 

She looked with eager, hungry eyes at the bread and meat and beer that the 
landlady brought her, and for some minutes she forgot everything else in the 
delicious sensations of satisfying hunger and recovering from exhaustion.  The 
landlady sat opposite to her as she ate, and looked at her earnestly.  No wonder: 
Hetty had thrown off her bonnet, and her curls had fallen down.  Her face was 
all the more touching in its youth and beauty because of its weary look, and the 
good woman's eyes presently wandered to her figure, which in her hurried 
dressing on her journey she had taken no pains to conceal; moreover, the 
stranger's eye detects what the familiar unsuspecting eye leaves unnoticed. 

"Why, you're not very fit for travelling," she said, glancing while she spoke at 
Hetty's ringless hand.  "Have you come far?" 

"Yes," said Hetty, roused by this question to exert more self- command, and 
feeling the better for the food she had taken.  "I've come a good long way, and it's 
very tiring.  But I'm better now.  Could you tell me which way to go to this 
place?"  Here Hetty took from her pocket a bit of paper: it was the end of 
Arthur's letter on which he had written his address. 
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exert: (v) wield, employ, act, use, 
apply, strain, operate, have recourse 
to, profit by; (n) excite, energize. 

gruffly: (adv) sullenly, hoarsely, 
harshly, abruptly, roughly, huskily, 
bluffly, grumpily, throatily, coarsely, 
rudely. ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
politely, gently, smoothly, tactfully. 

landlady: (n) landlord, madam, 
proprietor, hostess, innkeeper, 
landholder, lady of the house. 

tiring: (adj) tiresome, exhausting,  

wearing, hard, laborious, arduous, 
grueling, boring, wearisome, 
onerous, strenuous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) easy, undemanding, light, 
refreshing, empty, interesting. 

unnoticed: (v) unheeded, unthought 
of, unregarded; (adj) disregarded, 
unmarked, hidden, neglected, 
ignored, obscure; (adj, v) 
unremarked, unobserved. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) evident, seen, 
noticeable, noted, obvious. 

unsuspecting: (adj) gullible, naive, 
innocent, unsuspicious, credulous, 
unaware, trustful, unconscious, 
unwary, not suspicious, unwitting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) suspicious, 
shrewd, prepared, expecting, 
conscious, realizing. 

weeping: (adj) tearful, lachrymose, 
dolourous, dolorous; (n, v) lament, 
lamentation; (v) wailing; (n) sobbing, 
tears, cry; (adj, n) howling. 
ANTONYM: (n) celebration. 
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While she was speaking, the landlord had come in and had begun to look at 
her as earnestly as his wife had done.  He took up the piece of paper which Hetty 
handed across the table, and read the address.%

"Why, what do you want at this house?" he said.  It is in the nature of 
innkeepers and all men who have no pressing business of their own to ask as 
many questions as possible before giving any information. 

"I want to see a gentleman as is there," said Hetty. 
"But there's no gentleman there," returned the landlord.  "It's shut up--been 

shut up this fortnight.  What gentleman is it you want?  Perhaps I can let you 
know where to find him." 

"It's Captain Donnithorne," said Hetty tremulously, her heart beginning to 
beat painfully at this disappointment of her hope that she should find Arthur at 
once. 

"Captain Donnithorne?  Stop a bit," said the landlard, slowly.  "Was he in the 
Loamshire Militia?  A tall young officer with a fairish skin and reddish 
whiskers--and had a servant by the name o' Pym?" 

"Oh yes," said Hetty; "you know him--where is he?" 
"A fine sight o' miles away from here.  The Loamshire Militia's gone to 

Ireland; it's been gone this fortnight." 
"Look there!  She's fainting," said the landlady, hastening to support Hetty, 

who had lost her miserable consciousness and looked like a beautiful corpse.  
They carried her to the sofa and loosened her dress. 

"Here's a bad business, I suspect," said the landlord, as he brought in some 
water. 

"Ah, it's plain enough what sort of business it is," said the wife.  "She's not a 
common flaunting dratchell, I can see that.  She looks like a respectable country 
girl, and she comes from a good way off, to judge by her tongue.  She talks 
something like that ostler we had that come from the north.  He was as honest a 
fellow as we ever had about the house--they're all honest folks in the north." 
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corpse: (n) carcass, body, carcase, dead 
person, stiff, dead body, remains, 
corse, clay, dry bones; (adj) lich. 

fairish: (adj) moderate, bonny, 
reasonable, mediocre, so-so, medium, 
comely, bonnie, blonde, blond, 
average. 

hastening: (n) quickening, speed, 
hurrying, speeding up, faster, fast, 
stepping up. 

loosened: (adj) disentangled, loose, 
freed, disengaged, extricated,  

unsnarled. 
ostler: (n) groom, stableboy, 

stableman, hostleress, jockey, tiger, 
swineherd, herdsman, hired hand, 
hired man, gillie. 

painfully: (adv) sorely, grievously, 
distressingly, severely, tenderly, 
badly, agonizingly, laboriously, 
sadly, bitterly, poignantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) easily, tolerably. 

reddish: (adj) ruddy, rosy, crimson, 
cherry, rufescent, rufous, rubicund,  

scarlet, rubedinous, ruby, colorful. 
respectable: (adj) considerable, 

decorous, fair, estimable, decent, 
honorable, good, proper, creditable, 
passable, honest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bad, small, sordid, scruffy, 
inadequate, unrespectable, paltry, 
discourteous, inappropriate, sinful, 
unacceptable. 

sofa: (n) couch, lounge, divan, bench, 
davenport, seat, squab, chair, form, 
convertible, daybed. 
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"I never saw a prettier young woman in my life," said the husband.  "She's 
like a pictur in a shop-winder.  It goes to one's 'eart to look at her."%

"It 'ud have been a good deal better for her if she'd been uglier and had more 
conduct," said the landlady, who on any charitable construction must have been 
supposed to have more "conduct" than beauty.  "But she's coming to again.  
Fetch a drop more water." 
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beauty: (n) attractiveness, beaut, 
charm, pulchritude, loveliness, 
exquisiteness, grace, grandeur, 
looker, good looks; (adj) beautiful. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hag, plainness, 
shortcoming, flaw, witch, dog, 
disadvantage, detraction, 
repulsiveness, eyesore, 
awkwardness. 

charitable: (adj) kind, clement, gentle, 
benevolent, liberal, bountiful, 
philanthropic, generous, humane,  

kindly, lenient. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncharitable, mean, nasty, tightfisted, 
inhumane, selfish, miserly, hard, 
cruel, commercial, cheap. 

construction: (n) formation, structure, 
fabrication, fabric, assembly, 
organization, frame, production, 
creation, making, reading. 
ANTONYMS: (n) misconstruction, 
obliteration, razing, demolition. 

drop: (n, v) decline, dribble, deposit, 
decrease, jump, ebb; (adj, n, v)  

collapse; (v) droop, sink, cast, drip. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) increase; (v) lift, 
pour, sharpen, raise, recuperate; (n) 
growth, mass, lot, upswing, 
elevation. 

supposed: (adj) hypothetical, reputed, 
alleged, assumed, imaginary, 
putative, apparent, ostensible, 
suppositional, supposititious, 
suppositious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
actual. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI I  

 
THE  JO URNEY  IN  D ESPA IR  

 
 

Hetty was too ill through the rest of that day for any questions to be 
addressed to her--too ill even to think with any distinctness of the evils that were 
to come.  She only felt that all her hope was crushed, and that instead of having 
found a refuge she had only reached the borders of a new wilderness where no 
goal lay before her.  The sensations of bodily sickness, in a comfortable bed, and 
with the tendance of the good-natured landlady, made a sort of respite for her; 
such a respite as there is in the faint weariness which obliges a man to throw 
himself on the sand instead of toiling onward under the scorching sun.%

But when sleep and rest had brought back the strength necessary for the 
keenness of mental suffering--when she lay the next morning looking at the 
growing light which was like a cruel task- master returning to urge from her a 
fresh round of hated hopeless labour--she began to think what course she must 
take, to remember that all her money was gone, to look at the prospect of further 
wandering among strangers with the new clearness shed on it by the experience 
of her journey to Windsor.  But which way could she turn?  It was impossible for 
her to enter into any service, even if she could obtain it.  There was nothing but 
immediate beggary before her.  She thought of a young woman who had been 
found against the church wall at Hayslope one Sunday, nearly dead with cold 
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beggary: (n) poverty, want, begging, 
penury, pauperism, need, indigence, 
solicitation, misery, squalor, 
destitution. 

crushed: (adj) beaten, subdued, low, 
conquered, flattened, dispirited, 
compressed, overwhelmed, 
shattered; (v) victimized; (n) 
crushing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
victorious, euphoric. 

hopeless: (adj) incurable, despondent, 
forlorn, disconsolate, desperate,  

impossible, useless, abject, despair, 
dismal, irreparable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cheerful, competent, promising, 
optimistic, encouraging, helpful, 
useful, successful, practical, laudable, 
effective. 

onward: (adv) ahead, forwards, before, 
forth, onwards, along, in advance, 
frontward, forrader; (adv, prep) on; 
(adj) progressive. ANTONYM: (adv) 
backward. 

respite: (n, v) pause, rest, lull; (n)  

repose, intermission, recess, break, 
remission, relief, cessation, 
interruption. 

strangers: (n) stranger. 
tendance: (n) attendance. 
wilderness: (adj, n, v) desert; (adj, n) 

wild; (n) wasteland, solitude, 
badlands, wildness, frontier, 
boondocks, backwoods; (adj) Sahara; 
(v) squandering. ANTONYM: (n) 
metropolis. 
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and hunger--a tiny infant in her arms.  The woman was rescued and taken to the 
parish.  "The parish!" You can perhaps hardly understand the effect of that word 
on a mind like Hetty's, brought up among people who were somewhat hard in 
their feelings even towards poverty, who lived among the fields, and had little 
pity for want and rags as a cruel inevitable fate such as they sometimes seem in 
cities, but held them a mark of idleness and vice--and it was idleness and vice 
that brought burdens on the parish.  To Hetty the "parish" was next to the prison 
in obloquy, and to ask anything of strangers--to beg--lay in the same far-off 
hideous region of intolerable shame that Hetty had all her life thought it 
impossible she could ever come near.  But now the remembrance of that 
wretched woman whom she had seen herself, on her way from church, being 
carried into Joshua Rann's, came back upon her with the new terrible sense that 
there was very little now to divide her from the same lot.  And the dread of 
bodily hardship mingled with the dread of shame; for Hetty had the luxurious 
nature of a round soft-coated pet animal.%

How she yearned to be back in her safe home again, cherished and cared for 
as she had always been!  Her aunt's scolding about trifles would have been music 
to her ears now; she longed for it; she used to hear it in a time when she had only 
trifles to hide.  Could she be the same Hetty that used to make up the butter in 
the dairy with the Guelder roses peeping in at the window--she, a runaway 
whom her friends would not open their doors to again, lying in this strange bed, 
with the knowledge that she had no money to pay for what she received, and 
must offer those strangers some of the clothes in her basket?  It was then she 
thought of her locket and ear-rings, and seeing her pocket lie near, she reached it 
and spread the contents on the bed before her.  There were the locket and ear-
rings in the little velvet-lined boxes, and with them there was a beautiful silver 
thimble which Adam had bought her, the words "Remember me" making the 
ornament of the border; a steel purse, with her one shilling in it;and a small red-
leather case, fastening with a strap.  Those beautiful little ear-rings, with their 
delicate pearls and garnet, that she had tried in her ears with such longing in the 
bright sunshine on the 30th of July!  She had no longing to put them in her ears 
now: her head with its dark rings of hair lay back languidly on the pillow, and 
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cherished: (adj) dear, precious, loved, 
treasured, prized, intimate, wanted, 
valued, pet, valuable, close. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unremarkable, 
hated, distant. 

idleness: (n) lethargy, laziness, torpor, 
inactivity, idling, unemployment, 
sloth, inaction, inertia, faineance, 
idlesse. ANTONYMS: (n) energy, 
activity, bustle, liveliness, 
responsibility. 

infant: (n) child, babe, minor, nursling, 

youngster, chick, toddler, suckling, 
kid, pappoose; (adj, n) juvenile. 

obloquy: (n) libel, censure, aspersion, 
blame, defamation, disgrace, infamy, 
disparagement, shame, vilification; 
(adj, n) odium. 

ornament: (n) decoration, adornment, 
embellishment, decor; (v) beautify, 
decorate, deck, embellish, adorn; (n, 
v) garnish, dress. ANTONYM: (v) 
strip. 

runaway: (adj, n) renegade,  

delinquent; (n) deserter, romp, 
walkaway, refugee, absconder, 
runagate, escapee, laugher; (adj) 
decided. ANTONYM: (n) challenge. 

strap: (n, v) lash, whip; (n) strop, leash, 
rein, shoulder strap, band, bar; (v) 
bind, flog; (adj, n) tie. ANTONYM: (v) 
untie. 

thimble: (n) tablespoon, spoon, 
spatula, shovel, ladle, dipper, stirrer, 
cinder pot, containerful; (v) gauntlet, 
bulletproof vest. 
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the sadness that rested about her brow and eyes was something too hard for 
regretful memory.  Yet she put her hands up to her ears: it was because there 
were some thin gold rings in them, which were also worth a little money.  Yes, 
she could surely get some money for her ornaments: those Arthur had given her 
must have cost a great deal of money.  The landlord and landlady had been good 
to her; perhaps they would help her to get the money for these things.%

But this money would not keep her long.  What should she do when it was 
gone?  Where should she go?  The horrible thought of want and beggary drove 
her once to think she would go back to her uncle and aunt and ask them to 
forgive her and have pity on her.  But she shrank from that idea again, as she 
might have shrunk from scorching metal.  She could never endure that shame 
before her uncle and aunt, before Mary Burge, and the servants at the Chase, and 
the people at Broxton, and everybody who knew her.  They should never know 
what had happened to her.  What could she do?  She would go away from 
Windsor--travel again as she had done the last week, and get among the flat 
green fields with the high hedges round them, where nobody could see her or 
know her; and there, perhaps, when there was nothing else she could do, she 
should get courage to drown herself in some pond like that in the Scantlands.  
Yes, she would get away from Windsor as soon as possible: she didn't like these 
people at the inn to know about her, to know that she had come to look for 
Captain Donnithorne.  She must think of some reason to tell them why she had 
asked for him. 

With this thought she began to put the things back into her pocket, meaning 
to get up and dress before the landlady came to her.  She had her hand on the 
red-leather case, when it occurred to her that there might be something in this 
case which she had forgotten--something worth selling; for without knowing 
what she should do with her life, she craved the means of living as long as 
possible; and when we desire eagerly to find something, we are apt to search for 
it in hopeless places.  No, there was nothing but common needles and pins, and 
dried tulip-petals between the paper leaves where she had written down her 
little money-accounts.  But on one of these leaves there was a name, which, often 
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craved: (adj) coveted. 
drown: (v) drench, submerge, 

overwhelm, choke, engulf, flood, 
swamp, inundate, suffocate, 
asphyxiate; (adj, n, v) sink. 
ANTONYMS: (v) float, swim, 
amplify, dry. 

endure: (adj, n, v) continue, support; 
(n, v) bear, suffer, stand, be; (v) 
accept, undergo, allow, stay, tolerate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) perish, die, break, 
fall, discontinue, crumble, end, enjoy, 

resign, quit, collapse. 
forgive: (v) absolve, excuse, acquit, 

remit, pardon, justify, to forgive, 
exonerate, overlook, clear, to excuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) condemn, punish, 
castigate. 

needles: (adj) gratuitous, wanton, 
unwarranted, unprovoked, senseless; 
(n) nervousness, anxiety. 

ornaments: (n) stuff, trim, 
ornamentation, equipments, dress, 
disposition, custom, curios,  

condition, clothing, gaudery. 
pins: (v) feet, legs, pegs, trotters. 
pond: (n) lake, mere, pool, plash, loch, 

fishpond, sea, tank, reservoir, 
millpond, broad. 

regretful: (adj) penitent, sorry, 
apologetic, remorseful, nostalgic, 
bad, sad, melancholy, repentant, 
unhappy, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) joyful, unremorseful, glad, 
satisfied. 
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as she had seen it before, now flashed on Hetty's mind like a newly discovered 
message.  The name was--Dinah Morris, Snowfield.  There was a text above it, 
written, as well as the name, by Dinah's own hand with a little pencil, one 
evening that they were sitting together and Hetty happened to have the red case 
lying open before her.  Hetty did not read the text now: she was only arrested by 
the name.  Now, for the first time, she remembered without indifference the 
affectionate kindness Dinah had shown her, and those words of Dinah in the 
bed-chamber--that Hetty must think of her as a friend in trouble.  Suppose she 
were to go to Dinah, and ask her to help her?  Dinah did not think about things 
as other people did.  She was a mystery to Hetty, but Hetty knew she was always 
kind.  She couldn't imagine Dinah's face turning away from her in dark reproof 
or scorn, Dinah's voice willingly speaking ill of her, or rejoicing in her misery as a 
punishment.  Dinah did not seem to belong to that world of Hetty's, whose 
glance she dreaded like scorching fire.  But even to her Hetty shrank from 
beseeching and confession.  She could not prevail on herself to say, "I will go to 
Dinah": she only thought of that as a possible alternative, if she had not courage 
for death.%

The good landlady was amazed when she saw Hetty come downstairs soon 
after herself, neatly dressed, and looking resolutely self- possessed.  Hetty told 
her she was quite well this morning.  She had only been very tired and overcome 
with her journey, for she had come a long way to ask about her brother, who had 
run away, and they thought he was gone for a soldier, and Captain Donnithorne 
might know, for he had been very kind to her brother once.  It was a lame story, 
and the landlady looked doubtfully at Hetty as she told it; but there was a 
resolute air of self- reliance about her this morning, so different from the helpless 
prostration of yesterday, that the landlady hardly knew how to make a remark 
that might seem like prying into other people's affairs.  She only invited her to sit 
down to breakfast with them, and in the course of it Hetty brought out her ear-
rings and locket, and asked the landlord if he could help her to get money for 
them.  Her journey, she said, had cost her much more than she expected, and 
now she had no money to get back to her friends, which she wanted to do at 
once. 
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amazed: (adj) astounded, astonished, 
stunned, dumbfounded, 
flabbergasted, shocked, staggered, 
bewildered, surprised, 
thunderstruck, aghast. 

doubtfully: (adj, adv) hesitantly, 
distrustfully; (adv) suspiciously, 
uncertainly, doubtingly, tentatively, 
indecisively, unsurely, skeptically, 
precariously, shadily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) indisputably, surely, trustingly, 
inevitably, confidently,  

optimistically, plausibly. 
prevail: (n, v) triumph, control, 

govern; (v) dominate, overcome, 
outweigh, obtain, persist, carry, 
vanquish; (adj) preponderate. 
ANTONYM: (v) lose. 

prostration: (n) depression, 
exhaustion, kneeling, breakdown, 
weakness, dejection, inanition, 
genuflexion, curtsy; (adj) decline; (adj, 
n) syncope. 

reproof: (n, v) reprimand, censure,  

rebuke, lecture; (n) reproach, 
admonition, reprehension, blame, 
condemnation, objurgation, 
castigation. 

resolutely: (adv) determinedly, 
decidedly, steadfastly, decisively, 
unfalteringly, boldly, steadily, 
stubbornly, definitely, resolvedly, 
unwaveringly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
irresolutely, indecisively, uncertainly, 
feebly, hesitantly, aimlessly. 
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It was not the first time the landlady had seen the ornaments, for she had 
examined the contents of Hetty's pocket yesterday, and she and her husband had 
discussed the fact of a country girl having these beautiful things, with a stronger 
conviction than ever that Hetty had been miserably deluded by the fine young 
officer.%

"Well," said the landlord, when Hetty had spread the precious trifles before 
him, "we might take 'em to the jeweller's shop, for there's one not far off; but 
Lord bless you, they wouldn't give you a quarter o' what the things are worth.  
And you wouldn't like to part with 'em?" he added, looking at her inquiringly. 

"Oh, I don't mind," said Hetty, hastily, "so as I can get money to go back." 
"And they might think the things were stolen, as you wanted to sell 'em," he 

went on, "for it isn't usual for a young woman like you to have fine jew'llery like 
that." 

The blood rushed to Hetty's face with anger.  "I belong to respectable folks," 
she said; "I'm not a thief." 

"No, that you aren't, I'll be bound," said the landlady; "and you'd no call to 
say that," looking indignantly at her husband.  "The things were gev to her: 
that's plain enough to be seen." 

"I didn't mean as I thought so," said the husband, apologetically, "but I said it 
was what the jeweller might think, and so he wouldn't be offering much money 
for 'em." 

"Well," said the wife, "suppose you were to advance some money on the 
things yourself, and then if she liked to redeem 'em when she got home, she 
could.  But if we heard nothing from her after two months, we might do as we 
liked with 'em." 

I will not say that in this accommodating proposition the landlady had no 
regard whatever to the possible reward of her good nature in the ultimate 
possession of the locket and ear-rings: indeed, the effect they would have in that 
case on the mind of the grocer's wife had presented itself with remarkable 
vividness to her rapid imagination.  The landlord took up the ornaments and 
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accommodating: (adj) obliging, 
yielding, cooperative, docile, 
submissive, willing, kind, gracious, 
friendly, accommodative, easy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strict, alienating, 
disobliging, inflexible, intolerant, 
ungracious, unkind, unsympathetic, 
uncooperative, unaccommodating, 
resistant. 

apologetically: (adv) contritely, 
penitently, regretfully, repentantly, 
ruefully, sorrily, ashamedly,  

compunctiously. 
deluded: (adj) besotted, mistaken. 
indignantly: (adv) irately, angrily, 

wrathfully, enragedly, sorely, 
acrimoniously, cynically, sulkily, 
hotly, exasperatedly, furiously. 

jeweller: (n) goldsmith, silversmith, 
jewelry maker. 

miserably: (adv) pathetically, 
patheticly, pitiably, unhappily, 
sorrowfully, pessimistically, 
tragically; (adj, adv) piteously,  

grievously, woefully; (adj) miserable. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) happily, 
hopefully, brightly, affluently, 
enthusiastically, fortunately, 
profusely, contentedly. 

redeem: (v) recover, deliver, atone, 
recoup, expiate, ransom, reclaim, 
save, free, extricate, refund. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hock, pawn, lose. 

stolen: (adj) stealed, stole, stealing, 
steal, steals, furtive, stealthy, secret, 
taken, misbegotten, sly. 
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pushed out his lips in a meditative manner.  He wished Hetty well, doubtless; 
but pray, how many of your well-wishers would decline to make a little gain out 
of you?  Your landlady is sincerely affected at parting with you, respects you 
highly, and will really rejoice if any one else is generous to you; but at the same 
time she hands you a bill by which she gains as high a percentage as possible.%

"How much money do you want to get home with, young woman?" said the 
well-wisher, at length. 

"Three guineas," answered Hetty, fixing on the sum she set out with, for want 
of any other standard, and afraid of asking too much. 

"Well, I've ho objections to advance you three guineas," said the landlord; 
"and if you like to send it me back and get the jewellery again, you can, you 
know.  The Green Man isn't going to run away." 

"Oh yes, I'll be very glad if you'll give me that," said Hetty, relieved at the 
thought that she would not have to go to the jeweller's and be stared at and 
questioned. 

"But if you want the things again, you'll write before long," said the landlady, 
"because when two months are up, we shall make up our minds as you don't 
want 'em." 

"Yes," said Hetty indifferently. 
The husband and wife were equally content with this arrangement.  The 

husband thought, if the ornaments were not redeemed, he could make a good 
thing of it by taking them to London and selling them.  The wife thought she 
would coax the good man into letting her keep them.  And they were 
accommodating Hetty, poor thing--a pretty, respectable-looking young woman, 
apparently in a sad case.  They declined to take anything for her food and bed: 
she was quite welcome.  And at eleven o'clock Hetty said "Good-bye" to them 
with the same quiet, resolute air she had worn all the morning, mounting the 
coach that was to take her twenty miles back along the way she had come. 
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coax: (n, v) wheedle, allure, entice, 
charm, tempt, seduce; (v) cajole, 
beguile, blarney, blandish; (n) coaxial 
cable. ANTONYMS: (v) bully, 
compel, allow, dissuade. 

doubtless: (adv) assuredly, 
undoubtedly, probably, 
unquestionably, clearly, without 
doubt, presumably; (adj) sure; (adv, v) 
questionless; (adj, adv) no doubt, to be 
sure. ANTONYMS: (adj) improbably, 
uncertain, unlikely, questionable. 

gains: (n) income, proceeds, profits, 
winnings, receipts, revenue. 

jewellery: (n) jewel, bijou, gem, 
earring, band, clip, bracelet, bead, 
bangle, bijouterie, pearls. 

pray: (v) beg, implore, entreat, crave, 
invite, plead, beseech, appeal, 
importune, adjure, invoke. 
ANTONYM: (v) reject. 

relieved: (adj) alleviated, thankful, 
mitigated, prominent, pleased, joyful, 
fresh, delighted, comfortable,  

cheerful, happy. ANTONYM: (adj) 
worried. 

sincerely: (adv) candidly, honestly, 
really, genuinely, heartily, openly, 
earnestly, simply, truly, seriously, 
unreservedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
dishonestly, affectedly, flippantly, 
jokingly, untruthfully, 
unenthusiastically, pretentiously, 
mildly. 

well-wisher: (n) friend, patron, 
support, benefactor. 
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There is a strength of self-possession which is the sign that the last hope has 
departed.  Despair no more leans on others than perfect contentment, and in 
despair pride ceases to be counteracted by the sense of dependence.%

Hetty felt that no one could deliver her from the evils that would make life 
hateful to her; and no one, she said to herself, should ever know her misery and 
humiliation.  No; she would not confess even to Dinah.  She would wander out 
of sight, and drown herself where her body would never be found, and no one 
should know what had become of her. 

When she got off this coach, she began to walk again, and take cheap rides in 
carts, and get cheap meals, going on and on without distinct purpose, yet 
strangely, by some fascination, taking the way she had come, though she was 
determined not to go back to her own country.  Perhaps it was because she had 
fixed her mind on the grassy Warwickshire fields, with the bushy tree-studded 
hedgerows that made a hiding-place even in this leafless season.  She went more 
slowly than she came, often getting over the stiles and sitting for hours under the 
hedgerows, looking before her with blank, beautiful eyes; fancying herself at the 
edge of a hidden pool, low down, like that in the Scantlands; wondering if it 
were very painful to be drowned, and if there would be anything worse after 
death than what she dreaded in life.  Religious doctrines had taken no hold on 
Hetty's mind.  She was one of those numerous people who have had godfathers 
and godmothers, learned their catechism, been confirmed, and gone to church 
every Sunday, and yet, for any practical result of strength in life, or trust in 
death, have never appropriated a single Christian idea or Christian feeling.  You 
would misunderstand her thoughts during these wretched days, if you 
imagined that they were influenced either by religious fears or religious hopes. 

She chose to go to Stratford-on-Avon again, where she had gone before by 
mistake, for she remembered some grassy fields on her former way towards it--
fields among which she thought she might find just the sort of pool she had in 
her mind.  Yet she took care of her money still; she carried her basket; death 
seemed still a long way off, and life was so strong in her.  She craved food and 
rest--she hastened towards them at the very moment she was picturing to herself 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

appropriated: (adj) taken, destined, 
taken over, confiscate, confiscated, 
condemned, seized, reserved. 

humiliation: (n) degradation, 
disgrace, chagrin, abjection, 
comedown, indignity, 
embarrassment, mortification, 
dishonor, discredit; (adj, n) shame. 
ANTONYMS: (n) glorification, 
aggrandizement, pride, success, 
making. 

leafless: (adj) bald, bare, aphyllous,  

leaveless, hairless. ANTONYM: (adj) 
leafy. 

misunderstand: (v) misinterpret, 
misconstrue, mistake, misread, 
misjudge, miscomprehend, 
miscalculate, confuse, misapply; (n, 
v) misconceive; (n) 
misunderstanding. ANTONYMS: (v) 
grasp, appreciate, interpret. 

picturing: (n) depiction, delineation, 
envisioning, pictorial representation, 
photography, portrayal, picture  

taking, photographic, imagination, 
mental imagery, imaging. 

self-possession: (n) composure, poise, 
imperturbability, serenity, aplomb, 
coolness, balance, restraint, self-
control, morale, presence. 

wander: (n, v) stroll, saunter, tramp, 
drift; (v) stray, digress, err, travel, 
roam, deviate; (adj, v) rave. 
ANTONYMS: (v) settle, stay, think, 
converge. 
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the bank from which she would leap towards death.  It was already five days 
since she had left Windsor, for she had wandered about, always avoiding speech 
or questioning looks, and recovering her air of proud self-dependence whenever 
she was under observation, choosing her decent lodging at night, and dressing 
herself neatly in the morning, and setting off on her way steadily, or remaining 
under shelter if it rained, as if she had a happy life to cherish.%

And yet, even in her most self-conscious moments, the face was sadly 
different from that which had smiled at itself in the old specked glass, or smiled 
at others when they glanced at it admiringly.  A hard and even fierce look had 
come in the eyes, though their lashes were as long as ever, and they had all their 
dark brightness.  And the cheek was never dimpled with smiles now.  It was the 
same rounded, pouting, childish prettiness, but with all love and belief in love 
departed from it--the sadder for its beauty, like that wondrous Medusa-face, 
with the passionate, passionless lips. 

At last she was among the fields she had been dreaming of, on a long narrow 
pathway leading towards a wood.  If there should be a pool in that wood!  It 
would be better hidden than one in the fields.  No, it was not a wood, only a wild 
brake, where there had once been gravel-pits, leaving mounds and hollows 
studded with brushwood and small trees.  She roamed up and down, thinking 
there was perhaps a pool in every hollow before she came to it, till her limbs 
were weary, and she sat down to rest.  The afternoon was far advanced, and the 
leaden sky was darkening, as if the sun were setting behind it.  After a little 
while Hetty started up again, feeling that darkness would soon come on; and she 
must put off finding the pool till to-morrow, and make her way to some shelter 
for the night.  She had quite lost her way in the fields, and might as well go in 
one direction as another, for aught she knew.  She walked through field after 
field, and no village, no house was in sight; but there, at the corner of this 
pasture, there was a break in the hedges; the land seemed to dip down a little, 
and two trees leaned towards each other across the opening.  Hetty's heart gave a 
great heat as she thought there must be a pool there.  She walked towards it 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

brake: (n) bit, curb, brakes, pteridium 
aquilinum, airbrake, safety lock; (v) 
retard, hinder, halt, stop, slow. 
ANTONYMS: (n) move, start, 
incentive; (v) speed, go. 

brightness: (n) luminance, light, shine, 
clarity, lustre, glow, glare, glitter, 
luminosity; (n, v) illumination, gloss. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cloudiness, 
murkiness, dimness, darkness, 
mistiness, softness, sadness, 
bleakness, dirtiness, pessimism; (adv) 

seriously. 
darkening: (adj) dark, blue, gloomy, 

causing dejection; (v) darken; (n) 
change of color, eclipse. 

leaden: (adj) heavy, gray, sluggish, 
grey, inert, torpid, grave, languid, 
drab, burdensome, livid. 
ANTONYM: (adj) bright. 

passionless: (adj) frigid, indifferent, 
emotionless, soulless, spiritless, 
dispassionate, impassive, apathetical, 
unimpassioned, calm, unemotional. 

pathway: (n) lane, road, path, 
footpath, course, trail, alley, highway, 
way, tract, track. 

recovering: (v) recover, regain, restore; 
(adj) better; (n) rehabilitation, 
recovery, rescue, relaxation; (adv) 
getting better, on the road to 
recovery, improving. 

self-conscious: (adj) shy, abashed, 
bashful, sheepish, diffident, modest, 
conscious, self-consciously, inhibited, 
uncomfortable, mannered. 
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heavily over the tufted grass, with pale lips and a sense of trembling.  It was as if 
the thing were come in spite of herself, instead of being the object of her search.%

There it was, black under the darkening sky: no motion, no sound near.  She 
set down her basket, and then sank down herself on the grass, trembling.  The 
pool had its wintry depth now: by the time it got shallow, as she remembered the 
pools did at Hayslope, in the summer, no one could find out that it was her 
body.  But then there was her basket--she must hide that too.  She must throw it 
into the water--make it heavy with stones first, and then throw it in.  She got up 
to look about for stones, and soon brought five or six, which she laid down 
beside her basket, and then sat down again.  There was no need to hurry--there 
was all the night to drown herself in.  She sat leaning her elbow on the basket.  
She was weary, hungry.  There were some buns in her basket--three, which she 
had supplied herself with at the place where she ate her dinner.  She took them 
out now and ate them eagerly, and then sat still again, looking at the pool.  The 
soothed sensation that came over her from the satisfaction of her hunger, and 
this fixed dreamy attitude, brought on drowsiness, and presently her head sank 
down on her knees.  She was fast asleep. 

When she awoke it was deep night, and she felt chill.  She was frightened at 
this darkness--frightened at the long night before her.  If she could but throw 
herself into the water!  No, not yet.  She began to walk about that she might get 
warm again, as if she would have more resolution then.  Oh how long the time 
was in that darkness!  The bright hearth and the warmth and the voices of home, 
the secure uprising and lying down, the familiar fields, the familiar people, the 
Sundays and holidays with their simple joys of dress and feasting--all the sweets 
of her young life rushed before her now, and she seemed to be stretching her 
arms towards them across a great gulf.  She set her teeth when she thought of 
Arthur.  She cursed him, without knowing what her cursing would do.  She 
wished he too might know desolation, and cold, and a life of shame that he 
dared not end by death. 

The horror of this cold, and darkness, and solitude--out of all human reach--
became greater every long minute.  It was almost as if she were dead already, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

buns: (n) tush, rear, tail end, derriere, 
fanny, fundament, hind end, 
hindquarters, keister, buttocks, prat. 

cursed: (adj) damned, doomed, 
execrable, cussed, wretched, unlucky, 
accursed, blamed, blasted, 
confounded; (v) accurst. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) commendable, 
honorable, nice, sweet, kine. 

cursing: (adj) cursed, execrative; (n) 
blasphemy, anathema, swearing, 
swear word, malediction, execration, 

denunciation, cursedness; (v) 
beshrew. 

dreamy: (adj) faraway, romantic, 
impractical, somnolent, visionary, 
sleepy, pensive, moony, idealistic, 
drowsy; (v) balmy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cynical, vigorous, pragmatic, 
practical, awake, alert, ordinary, 
prosaic. 

gulf: (n) abyss, depth, creek, vortex, 
bay, loch, cove, abysm, gap, gorge, 
bight. 

sweets: (n) confectionery, julep, 
grocery, confiture, instantaneous 
sweet. 

tufted: (adj) hairy, cespitose, 
caespitose, topknotted, plumed, 
hirsute, rough, decorated, 
filamentous, fimbriated, bushy. 

uprising: (n) insurrection, mutiny, 
rebellion, revolt, insurgency, 
revolution, outbreak, sedition, 
disturbance, ascent; (adj, n) rising. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace; (adj) content. 
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and %knew that she was dead, and longed to get back to life again.  But no: she 
was alive still; she had not taken the dreadful leap.  She felt a strange 
contradictory wretchedness and exultation: wretchedness, that she did not dare 
to face death; exultation, that she was still in life--that she might yet know light 
and warmth again.  She walked backwards and forwards to warm herself, 
beginning to discern something of the objects around her, as her eyes became 
accustomed to the night-- the darker line of the hedge, the rapid motion of some 
living creature--perhaps a field-mouse--rushing across the grass.  She no longer 
felt as if the darkness hedged her in.  She thought she could walk back across the 
field, and get over the stile; and then, in the very next field, she thought she 
remembered there was a hovel of furze near a sheepfold.  If she could get into 
that hovel, she would be warmer.  She could pass the night there, for that was 
what Alick did at Hayslope in lambing-time.  The thought of this hovel brought 
the energy of a new hope.  She took up her basket and walked across the field, 
but it was some time before she got in the right direction for the stile.  The 
exercise and the occupation of finding the stile were a stimulus to her, however, 
and lightened the horror of the darkness and solitude.  There were sheep in the 
next field, and she startled a group as she set down her basket and got over the 
stile; and the sound of their movement comforted her, for it assured her that her 
impression was right--this was the field where she had seen the hovel, for it was 
the field where the sheep were.  Right on along the path, and she would get to it.  
She reached the opposite gate, and felt her way along its rails and the rails of the 
sheep-fold, till her hand encountered the pricking of the gorsy wall.  Delicious 
sensation!  She had found the shelter.  She groped her way, touching the prickly 
gorse, to the door, and pushed it open.  It was an ill-smelling close place, but 
warm, and there was straw on the ground.  Hetty sank down on the straw with a 
sense of escape.  Tears came--she had never shed tears before since she left 
Windsor--tears and sobs of hysterical joy that she had still hold of life, that she 
was still on the familiar earth, with the sheep near her.  The very consciousness 
of her own limbs was a delight to her: she turned up her sleeves, and kissed her 
arms with the passionate love of life.  Soon warmth and weariness lulled her in 
the midst of her sobs, and she fell continually into dozing, fancying herself at the 
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accustomed: (adj, n) habitual; (adj) 
familiar, normal, wonted, usual, 
natural, everyday, ordinary, 
habituated, common, traditional. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unusual, green, 
unseasoned, unconventional, 
untrained, abnormal, 
uncharacteristic, exceptional. 

furze: (n) gorse, Irish gorse, Ulex 
europaeus, Needle furze, shrub, 
bush, bramble, dyeweed. 

hedged: (v) qualified, conditioned,  

restricted; (adj) bounded. 
pricking: (adj, v) keen, poignant, 

sharp; (v) suffer, smart, penetrating; 
(adj) pointed, piercing, urchin, thistly; 
(n) Peter. 

prickly: (adj) barbed, thorny, briery, 
sharp, irritable, scratchy, 
cantankerous, spiky, biting, waspish, 
splenetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
easygoing, affable, easy, comfortable, 
blunt, calm, gentle, mild. 

sheepfold: (n) sheepcote, sheep pen,  

pen, bend, congregation, crease, 
crimp, faithful, folding, pew; (v) 
range. 

solitude: (n) desolation, loneliness, 
seclusion, privacy, aloneness, 
isolation, retirement, lonesomeness, 
retreat, desert, solitariness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) companionship, 
closeness. 

straw: (n) rush, stalk, drinking straw, 
chaff, fig, bran; (adj) feather, cobweb, 
mote, gossamer; (v) strew. 
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brink of the pool again--fancying that she had jumped into the water, and then 
awaking with a start, and wondering where she was.  But at last deep dreamless 
sleep came; her head, guarded by her bonnet, found a pillow against the gorsy 
wall, and the poor soul, driven to and fro between two equal terrors, found the 
one relief that was possible to it--the relief of unconsciousness.%

Alas!  That relief seems to end the moment it has begun.  It seemed to Hetty 
as if those dozen dreams had only passed into another dream--that she was in 
the hovel, and her aunt was standing over her with a candle in her hand.  She 
trembled under her aunt's glance, and opened her eyes.  There was no candle, 
but there was light in the hovel--the light of early morning through the open 
door.  And there was a face looking down on her; but it was an unknown face, 
belonging to an elderly man in a smock-frock. 

"Why, what do you do here, young woman?" the man said roughly. 
Hetty trembled still worse under this real fear and shame than she had done 

in her momentary dream under her aunt's glance.  She felt that she was like a 
beggar already--found sleeping in that place.  But in spite of her trembling, she 
was so eager to account to the man for her presence here, that she found words 
at once. 

"I lost my way," she said.  "I'm travelling--north'ard, and I got away from the 
road into the fields, and was overtaken by the dark.  Will you tell me the way to 
the nearest village?" 

She got up as she was speaking, and put her hands to her bonnet to adjust it, 
and then laid hold of her basket. 

The man looked at her with a slow bovine gaze, without giving her any 
answer, for some seconds.  Then he turned away and walked towards the door 
of the hovel, but it was not till he got there that he stood still, and, turning his 
shoulder half-round towards her, said, "Aw, I can show you the way to Norton, 
if you like.  But what do you do gettin' out o' the highroad?" he added, with a 
tone of gruff reproof.  "Y'ull be gettin' into mischief, if you dooant mind." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

beggar: (n) mendicant, mumper, 
pauper, tramp, sponger, joker, poor 
man, cadger, bloke; (v) beg, 
pauperize. ANTONYM: (n) giver. 

belonging: (adj) appertaining, 
appertinent, apropos, apposite; (n) 
household, family, appendage, 
appurtenance, intimacy, commodity, 
closeness. ANTONYM: (n) antipathy.

bovine: (adj) stolid, animal, crass, 
canine, fishy, vaccine, feline, 
lumbering, slothful; (n) ox, cattle. 

brink: (n, v) edge; (n) border, hem, 
threshold, boundary, brim, shore, 
periphery, lip, margin, limit. 
ANTONYMS: (n) middle, interior, 
end. 

dozen: (adj, n) XII; (n) dozens, boxcars.
gaze: (n, v) stare, regard, look, behold; 

(v) gape, see, contemplate, face, pry, 
view, glance. ANTONYMS: (v) 
glance, peek. 

gruff: (adj) bluff, abrupt, curt, crusty, 
brusque, brutal, husky; (adj, v) coarse, 

rough, hoarse, harsh. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) courteous, friendly, high, 
velvety, smooth, mellow, gentle, 
civil, polite. 

guarded: (adj) wary, careful, chary, 
circumspect, cagey, vigilant, 
watchful, conditional, discreet, 
gingerly, conservative. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) frank, careless, trusting, reckless, 
open, unwary, natural. 

seconds: (n) merchandise, retrees, 
goods; (adj) unacceptable, defective. 
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"Yes," said Hetty, "I won't do it again.  I'll keep in the road, if you'll be so 
good as show me how to get to it." 

"Why dooant you keep where there's a finger-poasses an' folks to ax the way 
on?" the man said, still more gruffly.  "Anybody 'ud think you was a wild 
woman, an' look at yer." 

Hetty was frightened at this gruff old man, and still more at this last 
suggestion that she looked like a wild woman.  As she followed him out of the 
hovel she thought she would give him a sixpence for telling her the way, and 
then he would not suppose she was wild.  As he stopped to point out the road to 
her, she put her hand in her pocket to get the six-pence ready, and when he was 
turning away, without saying good-morning, she held it out to him and said, 
"Thank you; will you please to take something for your trouble?" 

He looked slowly at the sixpence, and then said, "I want none o' your money.  
You'd better take care on't, else you'll get it stool from yer, if you go trapesin' 
about the fields like a mad woman a- thatway." 

The man left her without further speech, and Hetty held on her way.  
Another day had risen, and she must wander on.  It was no use to think of 
drowning herself--she could not do it, at least while she had money left to buy 
food and strength to journey on.  But the incident on her waking this morning 
heightened her dread of that time when her money would be all gone; she would 
have to sell her basket and clothes then, and she would really look like a beggar 
or a wild woman, as the man had said.  The passionate joy in life she had felt in 
the night, after escaping from the brink of the black cold death in the pool, was 
gone now.  Life now, by the morning light, with the impression of that man's 
hard wondering look at her, was as full of dread as death--it was worse; it was a 
dread to which she felt chained, from which she shrank and shrank as she did 
from the black pool, and yet could find no refuge from it.%

She took out her money from her purse, and looked at it.  She had still two-
and-twenty shillings; it would serve her for many days more, or it would help 
her to get on faster to Stonyshire, within reach of Dinah.  The thought of Dinah 
urged itself more strongly now, since the experience of the night had driven her 
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driven: (v) drive, impel, operate, 
propel; (adj) impelled, compulsive, 
motivated, involuntary, dynamic, 
successful; (n) drove. 

escaping: (n) evasion, getaway, break, 
breakout, running away, running off, 
run-around; (adj) fugitive. 

faster: (adv) sooner, fleet, swift, quick, 
express, earlier. 

frightened: (adj) fearful, timid, 
startled, terrified, scared, alarmed, 
anxious, apprehensive, horrified,  

intimidated, restless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unimpressed, confident, brave, 
fearless, reassured. 

impression: (n) feeling, idea, imprint, 
conception, depression, notion, mark, 
image, dent, feel, opinion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) certainty, hump, 
lump. 

incident: (n) fact, experience, 
circumstance, occasion, adventure, 
happening, occurrence, episode, 
instance, case, contingency.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) basic; (n) defense. 
pool: (n) plash, pond, lake, mere, 

cartel, swimming pool, syndicate, 
trust, kitty, basin; (v) merge. 

stool: (n) seat, bench, footstool, feces, 
dejection, faeces, ordure, fecal matter, 
droppings, bowel movement, form. 

suggestion: (n) advice, intimation, 
proposal, counsel, allusion, sign, 
trace, proposition, recommendation; 
(n, v) touch, dash. ANTONYMS: (n) 
warning, practice. 
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shuddering imagination away from the pool.  If it had been only going to Dinah-
-if nobody besides Dinah would ever know--Hetty could have made up her mind 
to go to her.  The soft voice, the pitying eyes, would have drawn her.  But 
afterwards the other people must know, and she could no more rush on that 
shame than she could rush on death.%

She must wander on and on, and wait for a lower depth of despair to give her 
courage.  Perhaps death would come to her, for she was getting less and less able 
to bear the day's weariness.  And yet-- such is the strange action of our souls, 
drawing us by a lurking desire towards the very ends we dread--Hetty, when 
she set out again from Norton, asked the straightest road northwards towards 
Stonyshire, and kept it all that day. 

Poor wandering Hetty, with the rounded childish face and the hard, 
unloving, despairing soul looking out of it--with the narrow heart and narrow 
thoughts, no room in them for any sorrows but her own, and tasting that sorrow 
with the more intense bitterness!  My heart bleeds for her as I see her toiling 
along on her weary feet, or seated in a cart, with her eyes fixed vacantly on the 
road before her, never thinking or caring whither it tends, till hunger comes and 
makes her desire that a village may be near. 

What will be the end, the end of her objectless wandering, apart from all 
love, caring for human beings only through her pride, clinging to life only as the 
hunted wounded brute clings to it? 

God preserve you and me from being the beginners of such miserty! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

brute: (adj) brutal, harsh, gruff, 
brutish; (adj, n) animal, savage; (n) 
barbarian, fiend, creature, monster; 
(adv) beastly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
weak, refined, mild, gentle; (n) 
gentleman. 

clinging: (adj) adhering, sticky, 
adherent, devoted, adhering closely, 
affectionate, dependent, tenacious, 
osculant; (n) coherence. 

ends: (n) tops, crook, band, bend, 
bind, limits, clippings, curve,  

trimmings, boundaries. 
hunted: (adj) coursed, afraid, wanted, 

required, sought, sought after; (n) 
victim. 

lurking: (n) ambush; (adj) snaky, 
backstair, backstairs, clandestine, 
concealed, dormant, latent, potential, 
skulking, sneaky. 

northwards: (adv) northward, 
northerly, north, in the north, to the 
north. 

objectless: (adj) purposeless, endless,  

endless bliss, endless clamor, endless 
praise, endless time, excessive, 
fruitless, interminable, random, 
infinite. 

shuddering: (adj, n) quivering, 
shaking; (adv) shudderingly; (n) cold 
sweat, tremor; (adj) rough, shaky, 
jumpy, quaking, shivery, bumpy. 
ANTONYM: (adj) smooth. 

unloving: (adj) loveless. 
whither: (adv) hither, thither, 

whereunto, whereto, for. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI I I  

 
THE  QUEST  

 
 

The first ten days after Hetty's departure passed as quietly as any other days 
with the family at the Hall Farm, and with Adam at his daily work.  They had 
expected Hetty to stay away a week or ten days at least, perhaps a little longer if 
Dinah came back with her, because there might then be somethung to detain 
them at Snowfield.  But when a fortnight had passed they began to feel a little 
surprise that Hetty did not return; she must surely have found it pleasanter to be 
with Dinah than any one could have supposed.  Adam, for his part, was getting 
very impatient to see her, and he resolved that, if she did not appear the next day 
(Saturday), he would set out on Sunday morning to fetch her.  There was no 
coach on a Sunday, but by setting out before it was light, and perhaps getting a 
lift in a cart by the way, he would arrive pretty early at Snowfield, and bring 
back Hetty the next day--Dinah too, if she were coming.  It was quite time Hetty 
came home, and he would afford to lose his Monday for the sake of bringing 
her.%

His project was quite approved at the Farm when he went there on Saturday 
evening.  Mrs. Poyser desired him emphatically not to come back without Hetty, 
for she had been quite too long away, considering the things she had to get 
ready by the middle of March, and a week was surely enough for any one to go 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

approved: (adj) sanctioned, certified, 
allowed, authorized, accredited, 
agreed, regular, conventional, 
standard, orthodox, official. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) informal, 
disapproved, incorrect, unorthodox. 

arrive: (n, v) come, appear; (v) mature, 
reach, attain, succeed, turn up, land, 
fall, get in, show. ANTONYMS: (v) 
go, depart, fail, fall, lose, exit. 

coach: (adj, v) prime; (n) trainer, 
teacher, instructor, stagecoach,  

charabanc, carriage, autobus, bus; (v) 
train, educate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
listen, learn; (n) pupil, student. 

considering: (conj, prep) because, 
bearing in mind; (conj) as, since; (adv) 
whereas, enough; (v) consider; (n) 
consideration, thought, deliberation; 
(prep) in view of. 

departure: (n, v) decease, demise; (n) 
exit, leave, deviation, divergence, 
depart, parting, aberration, passing, 
takeoff. ANTONYMS: (n)  

appearance, conformity, greeting, 
ingress, influx, homecoming, 
regularity, entrance, birth, coming, 
advance. 

desired: (adj) coveted, desirable, 
favorite, wanted, welcome, needed, 
beloved, required, most wanted; (adj, 
v) chosen; (v) consenting. 

sake: (n, v) interest, reason, motive, 
ground; (v) advantage, cause; (n) 
object, account, design, purpose, saki. 
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out for their health.  As for Dinah, Mrs. Poyser had small hope of their bringing 
her, unless they could make her believe the folks at Hayslope were twice as 
miserable as the folks at Snowfield.  "Though," said Mrs. Poyser, by way of 
conclusion, "you might tell her she's got but one aunt left, and she's wasted pretty 
nigh to a shadder; and we shall p'rhaps all be gone twenty mile farther off her 
next Michaelmas, and shall die o' broken hearts among strange folks, and leave 
the children fatherless and motherless." 

"Nay, nay," said Mr. Poyser, who certainly had the air of a man perfectly 
heart-whole, "it isna so bad as that.  Thee't looking rarely now, and getting flesh 
every day.  But I'd be glad for Dinah t' come, for she'd help thee wi' the little uns: 
they took t' her wonderful." 

So at daybreak, on Sunday, Adam set off.  Seth went with him the first mile 
or two, for the thought of Snowfield and the possibility that Dinah might come 
again made him restless, and the walk with Adam in the cold morning air, both 
in their best clothes, helped to give him a sense of Sunday calm.  It was the last 
morning in February, with a low grey sky, and a slight hoar- frost on the green 
border of the road and on the black hedges.  They heard the gurgling of the full 
brooklet hurrying down the hill, and the faint twittering of the early birds.  For 
they walked in silence, though with a pleased sense of companionship.%

"Good-bye, lad," said Adam, laying his hand on Seth's shoulder and looking 
at him affectionately as they were about to part.  "I wish thee wast going all the 
way wi' me, and as happy as I am." 

"I'm content, Addy, I'm content," said Seth cheerfully.  "I'll be an old 
bachelor, belike, and make a fuss wi' thy children." 

The'y turned away from each other, and Seth walked leisurely homeward, 
mentally repeating one of his favourite hymns--he was very fond of hymns: 

 
Dark and cheerless is the morn  
Unaccompanied by thee:  
Joyless is the day's return  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cheerfully: (adj, adv) gladly; (adv, v) 
happily; (adv) merrily, readily, 
brightly, jovially, cheerily, genially, 
chirpily, lively, blithely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) bleakly, dismally, 
grimly, sullenly, unhappily, 
somberly, sadly, grudgingly, 
gloomily, dourly, forlornly. 

cheerless: (adj) sad, dismal, dark, drab, 
dreary, gloomy, dull, murky, 
dispiriting; (adj, v) disconsolate, 
joyless. ANTONYMS: (adj) bright,  

happy, uplifting, lighthearted, sunny, 
smart, cheery, warm. 

fatherless: (adj) bastard, unfathered, 
misbegotten, bereaved, childless, 
parentless, orbate, unparented; (v) 
helpless, unfriended. 

frost: (n, v) freeze, chill; (n) cold, 
hoarfrost, icing, hoar, Robert lee frost, 
failure; (adj, n) rime; (v) ice; (adj) 
frozen. ANTONYMS: (n) hot, heat, 
warmth. 

homeward: (adj) oriented, orientated. 

leisurely: (adj) slow, deliberate, 
easygoing, leisure, at ease, unhurried, 
measured, idle; (adv) deliberately, 
slowly, at leisure. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rushed, hurried, formal, vigorous, 
speedy, fast; (adv) formally, quickly. 

restless: (adj) fidgety, uneasy, 
impatient, restive, agitated, fretful, 
turbulent, feverish; (adj, n) nervous, 
apprehensive; (adj, v) unquiet. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, peaceful, 
lethargic, unbroken, still, contented. 
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Till thy mercy's beams I see:  
Till thou inward light impart,  
Glad my eyes and warm my heart.%
 
Visit, then, this soul of mine,  
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief— 
Fill me, Radiancy Divine,  
Scatter all my unbelief. 
More and more thyself display,  
Shining to the perfect day. 

Adam walked much faster, and any one coming along the Oakbourne road at 
sunrise that morning must have had a pleasant sight in this tall broad-chested 
man, striding along with a carriage as upright and firm as any soldier's, glancing 
with keen glad eyes at the dark-blue hills as they began to show themselves on 
his way.  Seldom in Adam's life had his face been so free from any cloud of 
anxiety as it was this morning; and this freedom from care, as is usual with 
constructive practical minds like his, made him all the more observant of the 
objects round him and all the more ready to gather suggestions from them 
towards his own favourite plans and ingenious contrivances.  His happy love--
the knowledge that his steps were carrying him nearer and nearer to Hetty, who 
was so soon to be his--was to his thoughts what the sweet morning air was to his 
sensations: it gave him a consciousness of well-being that made activity 
delightful.  Every now and then there was a rush of more intense feeling towards 
her, which chased away other images than Hetty; and along with that would 
come a wondering thankfulness that all this happiness was given to him--that 
this life of ours had such sweetness in it.  For Adam had a devout mind, though 
he was perhaps rather impatient of devout words, and his tenderness lay very 
close to his reverence, so that the one could hardly be stirred without the other.  
But after feeling had welled up and poured itself out in this way, busy thought 
would come back with the greater vigour; and this morning it was intent on 
schemes by which the roads might be improved that were so imperfect all 
through the country, and on picturing all the benefits that might come from the 
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carriage: (n) attitude, conveyance, cab, 
air, walk, position, mien, shipping; 
(n, v) transport, behavior, port. 

impart: (v) give, convey, disclose, 
communicate, announce, grant, 
reveal, hand, bestow, divulge, confer. 
ANTONYMS: (v) withhold, 
withdraw. 

intent: (n) idea, intention, design, 
spirit, meaning, import, goal, 
purpose; (adj, n) attentive; (adj) 
absorbed, engrossed. 

observant: (adj) mindful, watchful, 
alert, cautious, circumspect, careful, 
aware, heedful, vigilant, awake, keen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unobservant, 
dreaming, insensitive, unprepared, 
oblivious. 

thankfulness: (n) appreciation, 
gratefulness, appreciativeness, 
thanks, credit, merit, recognition. 

thou: (n) chiliad, grand, m, g, one 
thousand, gramme, gram, gm, 
gigabyte, Gb, curtilage. 

unbelief: (n) atheism, incredulity, 
skepticism, distrust, scepticism, 
misbelief, agnosticism, doubt, heresy, 
suspicion, misgiving. ANTONYM: 
(n) faith. 

vigour: (n) force, strength, vigor, 
energy, power, potency, vim, vitality, 
athleticism, verve, intensity. 

well-being: (n) prosperity, good, 
health, comfort, happiness, interest, 
satisfaction, sake, rapture, peace of 
mind, luxury. 
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exertions of a single country gentleman, if he would set himself to getting the 
roads made good in his own district.%

It seemed a very short walk, the ten miles to Oakbourne, that pretty town 
within sight of the blue hills, where he break-fasted.  After this, the country grew 
barer and barer: no more rolling woods, no more wide-branching trees near 
frequent homesteads, no more bushy hedgerows, but greystone walls 
intersecting the meagre pastures, and dismal wide-scattered greystone houses 
on broken lands where mines had been and were no longer.  "A hungry land," 
said Adam to himself.  "I'd rather go south'ard, where they say it's as flat as a 
table, than come to live here; though if Dinah likes to live in a country where she 
can be the most comfort to folks, she's i' the right to live o' this side; for she must 
look as if she'd come straight from heaven, like th' angels in the desert, to 
strengthen them as ha' got nothing t' eat."  And when at last he came in sight of 
Snowfield, he thought it looked like a town that was "fellow to the country," 
though the stream through the valley where the great mill stood gave a pleasant 
greenness to the lower fields.  The town lay, grim, stony, and unsheltered, up 
the side of a steep hill, and Adam did not go forward to it at present, for Seth had 
told him where to find Dinah.  It was at a thatched cottage outside the town, a 
little way from the mill--an old cottage, standing sideways towards the road, 
with a little bit of potato-ground before it.  Here Dinah lodged with an elderly 
couple; and if she and Hetty happened to be out, Adam could learn where they 
were gone, or when they would be at home again.  Dinah might be out on some 
preaching errand, and perhaps she would have left Hetty at home.  Adam could 
not help hoping this, and as he recognized the cottage by the roadside before 
him, there shone out in his face that involuntary smile which belongs to the 
expectation of a near joy. 

He hurried his step along the narrow causeway, and rapped at the door.  It 
was opened by a very clean old woman, with a slow palsied shake of the head. 

"Is Dinah Morris at home?" said Adam. 
"Eh?...no," said the old woman, looking up at this tall stranger with a wonder 

that made her slower of speech than usual.  "Will you please to come in?" she 
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errand: (n) chore, mission, job, task, 
assignment, embassy, duty, charge, 
messenger, communication, work. 

greenness: (n) green, freshness, 
viridity, verdure, greenery, verdancy, 
emerald, chartreuse, richness, 
immatureness, profuseness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ripeness, 
experience. 

intersecting: (adj) decussate, 
intersectant, crossing, intersecant, 
interchanged, decisive, cruciform,  

crucial, contrary, angular, across. 
involuntary: (adj) instinctive, 

unconscious, unintentional, forced, 
mechanical, unthinking, reluctant, 
unwilling, compulsory, inadvertent, 
accidental. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
voluntary, intentional, intended, 
willing. 

lands: (n) park, estate, kingdom. 
lodged: (adj) wedged, stuck fast, stuck, 

jammed. 
meagre: (adj) exiguous, paltry,  

necessitous, miserable, marginal, 
meagerly, gaunt, emaciated, 
inadequate, deficient, beggarly. 
ANTONYM: (adj) ample. 

palsied: (adj) paralyzed, disabled, 
motionless, unsteady, weak, 
comatose, unconscious; (v) paralyse, 
paralyze, withered. 

stony: (adj) rocky, hard, rough, 
callous, cold, pitiless, flinty, 
unfeeling, obdurate, bleak, icy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, kind. 
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added, retiring from the door, as if recollecting herself.  "Why, ye're brother to 
the young man as come afore, arena ye?" 

"Yes," said Adam, entering.  "That was Seth Bede.  I'm his brother Adam.  He 
told me to give his respects to you and your good master." 

"Aye, the same t' him.  He was a gracious young man.  An' ye feature him, 
on'y ye're darker.  Sit ye down i' th' arm-chair.  My man isna come home from 
meeting." 

Adam sat down patiently, not liking to hurry the shaking old woman with 
questions, but looking eagerly towards the narrow twisting stairs in one corner, 
for he thought it was possible Hetty might have heard his voice and would come 
down them.%

"So you're come to see Dinah Morris?" said the old woman, standing opposite 
to him.  "An' you didn' know she was away from home, then?" 

"No," said Adam, "but I thought it likely she might be away, seeing as it's 
Sunday.  But the other young woman--is she at home, or gone along with 
Dinah?" 

The old woman looked at Adam with a bewildered air. 
"Gone along wi' her?" she said.  "Eh, Dinah's gone to Leeds, a big town ye 

may ha' heared on, where there's a many o' the Lord's people.  She's been gone 
sin' Friday was a fortnight: they sent her the money for her journey.  You may 
see her room here," she went on, opening a door and not noticing the effect of her 
words on Adam.  He rose and followed her, and darted an eager glance into the 
little room with its narrow bed, the portrait of Wesley on the wall, and the few 
books lying on the large Bible.  He had had an irrational hope that Hetty might 
be there.  He could not speak in the first moment after seeing that the room was 
empty; an undefined fear had seized him--something had happened to Hetty on 
the journey.  Still the old woman was so slow of; speech and apprehension, that 
Hetty might be at Snowfield after all. 

"It's a pity ye didna know," she said.  "Have ye come from your own country 
o' purpose to see her?" 
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apprehension: (n) alarm, 
comprehension, dread, misgiving, 
understanding, capture, foreboding, 
arrest, trepidation; (n, v) doubt, 
appreciation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
release, confidence, calmness, 
tranquility, freeing, 
misunderstanding, peace, relief, 
bravery, calm, equanimity. 

irrational: (adj) absurd, inconsistent, 
silly, unreasonable, blind, illogical, 
senseless, preposterous, imprudent,  

unsound, thoughtless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) logical, lucid, wise, sensible, 
worthwhile, systematic. 

patiently: (adv) perseveringly, 
invalidly, quietly, uncomplainingly, 
persistently, forbearingly, resignedly, 
steadily, doggedly, calmly, meekly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) eagerly. 

portrait: (n) effigy, image, likeness, 
icon, delineation, depiction, figure, 
portraiture, picture, photograph, 
painting. 

recollecting: (n) recollection. 
retiring: (adj) humble, diffident, 

bashful, reserved, unassuming, 
unobtrusive, timid, coy, shy, 
sheepish, meek. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assertive, bold, outgoing, forward, 
incoming, arrogant, brash, sociable. 

seized: (adj) confiscate, appropriated, 
condemned, apprehended, grasped, 
taken, held, seised, detained, 
obtained, arraught. 
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"But Hetty--Hetty Sorrel," said Adam, abruptly; "Where is she?" 
"I know nobody by that name," said the old woman, wonderingly.  "Is it 

anybody ye've heared on at Snowfield?" 
"Did there come no young woman here--very young and pretty--Friday was a 

fortnight, to see Dinah Morris?" 
"Nay; I'n seen no young woman." 
"Think; are you quite sure?  A girl, eighteen years old, with dark eyes and 

dark curly hair, and a red cloak on, and a basket on her arm? You couldn't forget 
her if you saw her." 

"Nay; Friday was a fortnight--it was the day as Dinah went away-- there 
come nobody.  There's ne'er been nobody asking for her till you come, for the 
folks about know as she's gone.  Eh dear, eh dear, is there summat the matter?" 

The old woman had seen the ghastly look of fear in Adam's face.  But he was 
not stunned or confounded: he was thinking eagerly where he could inquire 
about Hetty.%

"Yes; a young woman started from our country to see Dinah, Friday was a 
fortnight.  I came to fetch her back.  I'm afraid something has happened to her.  I 
can't stop.  Good-bye." 

He hastened out of the cottage, and the old woman followed him to the gate, 
watching him sadly with her shaking head as he almost ran towards the town.  
He was going to inquire at the place where the Oakbourne coach stopped. 

No!  No young woman like Hetty had been seen there.  Had any accident 
happened to the coach a fortnight ago?  No.  And there was no coach to take him 
back to Oakbourne that day.  Well, he would walk: he couldn't stay here, in 
wretched inaction.  But the innkeeper, seeing that Adam was in great anxiety, 
and entering into this new incident with the eagerness of a man who passes a 
great deal of time with his hands in his pockets looking into an obstinately 
monotonous street, offered to take him back to Oakbourne in his own "taxed 
cart" this very evening.  It was not five o'clock; there was plenty of time for 
Adam to take a meal and yet to get to Oakbourne before ten o'clock.  The 
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abruptly: (adv) precipitously, rudely, 
brusquely, curtly, gruffly, shortly, 
sharply, bluntly, hastily, 
unexpectedly, steeply. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) gradually, civilly, attentively, 
kindly, politely, verbosely, 
eventually, pleasantly, slowly, 
indirectly. 

curly: (adj) crinkly, kinky, curled, 
crimped, frizzed, permed, curved; 
(adv) wavily, kinkily, curledly, 
curlingly. ANTONYMS: (adj) unbent, 

uncoiled, flat. 
gate: (n) door, mouth, entry, doorway, 

port, exit, goal, barrier, approach, 
inlet, threshold. 

ghastly: (adj) awful, fearful, 
cadaverous, dreadful, grisly, 
gruesome, macabre, hideous, 
appalling, atrocious; (adv) 
gruesomely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, lovely, attractive, 
delightful. 

inaction: (n) idleness, inactivity,  

abeyance, apathy, standstill, 
dormancy, stagnancy, quiescency, 
quiescence, stagnation; (adj) latency. 
ANTONYM: (n) activity. 

innkeeper: (n) victualer, landlord, 
Boniface, hostess, hotel keeper, 
victualler, padrone, emcee, horde. 

shaking: (adj, n) quivering, tremor, 
jarring; (n) quiver, palpitation, quake; 
(adj) quaking, shaky, flutter, 
unsteady, shivering. 

wonderingly: (adv) quizzically. 
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innkeeper declared that he really wanted to go to Oakbourne, and might as well 
go to-night; he should have all Monday before him then.  Adam, after making an 
ineffectual attempt to eat, put the food in his pocket, and, drinking a draught of 
ale, declared himself ready to set off.  As they approached the cottage, it occurred 
to him that he would do well to learn from the old woman where Dinah was to 
be found in Leeds: if there was trouble at the Hall Farm--he only half-admitted 
the foreboding that there would be--the Poysers might like to send for Dinah.  
But Dinah had not left any address, and the old woman, whose memory for 
names was infirm, could not recall the name of the "blessed woman" who was 
Dinah's chief friend in the Society at Leeds.%

During that long, long journey in the taxed cart, there was time for all the 
conjectures of importunate fear and struggling hope.  In the very first shock of 
discovering that Hetty had not been to Snowfield, the thought of Arthur had 
darted through Adam like a sharp pang, but he tried for some time to ward off 
its return by busying himself with modes of accounting for the alarming fact, 
quite apart from that intolerable thought.  Some accident had happened.  Hetty 
had, by some strange chance, got into a wrong vehicle from Oakbourne: she had 
been taken ill, and did not want to frighten them by letting them know.  But this 
frail fence of vague improbabilities was soon hurled down by a rush of distinct 
agonizing fears.  Hetty had been deceiving herself in thinking that she could 
love and marry him: she had been loving Arthur all the while; and now, in her 
desperation at the nearness of their marriage, she had run away.  And she was 
gone to him.  The old indignation and jealousy rose again, and prompted the 
suspicion that Arthur had been dealing falsely--had written to Hetty--had 
tempted her to come to him--being unwilling, after all, that she should belong to 
another man besides himself.  Perhaps the whole thing had been contrived by 
him, and he had given her directions how to follow him to Ireland--for Adam 
knew that Arthur had been gone thither three weeks ago, having recently learnt 
it at the Chase.  Every sad look of Hetty's, since she had been engaged to Adam, 
returned upon him now with all the exaggeration of painful retrospect.  He had 
been foolishly sanguine and confident.  The poor thing hadn't perhaps known 
her own mind for a long while; had thought that she could forget Arthur; had 
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agonizing: (adj, v) excruciating; (adj) 
painful, harrowing, poignant, 
grievous, agonising, torturous, 
heartbreaking, sore, anguished, 
aching. ANTONYMS: (adj) restful, 
painless, enjoyable, easy, bearable, 
wonderful, unemotional. 

alarming: (adj) scary, alarm, awful, 
formidable, shocking, appalling, 
awesome, dire, horrid, horrible, 
dreadful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
soothing, lovely, normal. 

ineffectual: (adj) ineffective, futile, 
useless, feeble, abortive, powerless, 
idle, weak, unable, void, vain. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, effectual, 
effective, useful, viable, competent, 
invulnerable, helpful, decisive. 

infirm: (adj, n, v) feeble; (adj, v) faint, 
weak, sickly, debilitated; (adj) 
impotent, fragile, decrepit, ill, 
delicate, shaky. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
whole, well, hearty. 

nearness: (n) closeness, contiguity,  

vicinity, familiarity, adjacency, 
proximity, propinquity, presence, 
immediacy, neighborhood, nearby. 
ANTONYMS: (n) distance, farness, 
remoteness. 

sanguine: (adj) hopeful, optimistic, 
bloody, rubicund, confident, crimson, 
cheerful, buoyant, sanguineous; (adj, 
n) red, florid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pessimistic, gloomy, doubtful. 

taxed: (adj) laden. 
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been momentarily drawn towards the man who offered her a protecting, 
faithful love.  He couldn't bear to blame her: she never meant to cause him this 
dreadful pain.  The blame lay with that man who had selfishly played with her 
heart--had perhaps even deliberately lured her away.%

At Oakbourne, the ostler at the Royal Oak remembered such a young woman 
as Adam described getting out of the Treddleston coach more than a fortnight 
ago--wasn't likely to forget such a pretty lass as that in a hurry--was sure she had 
not gone on by the Buxton coach that went through Snowfield, but had lost sight 
of her while he went away with the horses and had never set eyes on her again.  
Adam then went straight to the house from which the Stonition coach started: 
Stoniton was the most obvious place for Hetty to go to first, whatever might be 
her destination, for she would hardly venture on any but the chief coach-roads.  
She had been noticed here too, and was remembered to have sat on the box by 
the coachman; but the coachman could not be seen, for another man had been 
driving on that road in his stead the last three or four days.  He could probably 
be seen at Stoniton, through inquiry at the inn where the coach put up.  So the 
anxious heart-stricken Adam must of necessity wait and try to rest till morning--
nay, till eleven o'clock, when the coach started. 

At Stoniton another delay occurred, for the old coachman who had driven 
Hetty would not be in the town again till night.  When he did come he 
remembered Hetty well, and remembered his own joke addressed to her, 
quoting it many times to Adam, and observing with equal frequency that he 
thought there was something more than common, because Hetty had not 
laughed when he joked her.  But he declared, as the people had done at the inn, 
that he had lost sight of Hetty directly she got down.  Part of the next morning 
was consumed in inquiries at every house in the town from which a coach 
started--(all in vain, for you know Hetty did not start from Stonition by coach, 
but on foot in the grey morning)--and then in walking out to the first toll-gates 
on the different lines of road, in the forlorn hope of finding some recollection of 
her there.  No, she was not to be traced any farther; and the next hard task for 
Adam was to go home and carry the wretched tidings to the Hall Farm.  As to 
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consumed: (adj) exhausted, finished, 
used up, worn, depleted, obsessed, 
possessed, lost, tired, immersed, 
gone. 

faithful: (adj, n) accurate, correct, 
exact, true; (adj) close, unfailing, 
dependable, devoted, sound, devout; 
(adj, v) constant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unreliable, false, inaccurate, 
unfaithful, unrealistic, faithless, 
perfidious, backstabbing, cheating, 
inexact, loose. 

forlorn: (adj) hopeless, desolate, 
despairing, unhappy, miserable, 
deserted, disconsolate, downcast, 
cheerless, wretched, abject. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, hopeful, 
fine. 

inquiries: (n) investigation, 
examination, study, enquiries, 
enquiry, inquiry, exploration. 

momentarily: (adv) transitorily, 
temporarily, momently, transiently, 
passingly, ephemerally, fugitively,  

provisionally, briefly, cursorily, in a 
moment. ANTONYM: (adv) slowly. 

quoting: (n) citation. 
selfishly: (adv) egotistically, stingily, 

meanly, thoughtlessly, selfish, 
egocentrically, self-centeredly, 
greedily, unkindly, insensitively, 
inconsiderately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
thoughtfully, unselfishly, generously, 
kindly, warmly. 

traced: (adj) graphic. 
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what he should do beyond that, he had come to two distinct resolutions amidst 
the tumult of thought and feeling which was going on within him while he went 
to and fro.  He would not mention what he knew of Arthur Donnithorne's 
behaviour to Hetty till there was a clear necessity for it: it was still possible Hetty 
might come back, and the disclosure might be an injury or an offence to her.  
And as soon as he had been home and done what was necessary there to prepare 
for his further absence, he would start off to Ireland: if he found no trace of Hetty 
on the road, he would go straight to Arthur Donnithorne and make himself 
certain how far he was acquainted with her movements.  Several times the 
thought occurred to him that he would consult Mr. Irwine, but that would be 
useless unless he told him all, and so betrayed the secret about Arthur.  It seems 
strange that Adam, in the incessant occupation of his mind about Hetty, should 
never have alighted on the probability that she had gone to Windsor, ignorant 
that Arthur was no longer there.  Perhaps the reason was that he could not 
conceive Hetty's throwing herself on Arthur uncalled; he imagined no cause that 
could have driven her to such a step, after that letter written in August.  There 
were but two alternatives in his mind: either Arthur had written to her again and 
enticed her away, or she had simply fled from her approaching marriage with 
himself because she found, after all, she could not love him well enough, and yet 
was afraid of her friends' anger if she retracted.%

With this last determination on his mind, of going straight to Arthur, the 
thought that he had spent two days in inquiries which had proved to be almost 
useless, was torturing to Adam; and yet, since he would not tell the Poysers his 
conviction as to where Hetty was gone, or his intention to follow her thither, he 
must be able to say to them that he had traced her as far as possible. 

It was after twelve o'clock on Tuesday night when Adam reached 
Treddleston; and, unwilling to disturb his mother and Seth, and also to 
encounter their questions at that hour, he threw himself without undressing on a 
bed at the "Waggon Overthrown," and slept hard from pure weariness.  Not 
more than four hours, however, for before five o'clock he set out on his way 
home in the faint morning twilight.  He always kept a key of the workshop door 
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approaching: (adj) future, 
forthcoming, impending, imminent, 
oncoming, near; (adj, n) coming; (n, v) 
approach; (adv) nearly, almost; (prep) 
toward. 

consult: (v) consider, negotiate, 
deliberate, advise, refer, discuss, ask, 
reason, look up, canvass; (n, v) talk. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore, bypass. 

disclosure: (n) discovery, exposure, 
declaration, confession, 
announcement, betrayal, display,  

divulgence, leak, manifestation, 
publication. ANTONYMS: (n) denial, 
hiding. 

disturb: (v) trouble, disorder, 
disconcert, distress, perturb, disquiet, 
distract, discompose, disrupt, upset, 
concern. ANTONYMS: (v) calm, 
please, soothe, smooth, order, 
reassure, sort, settle, respect, quiet, 
organize. 

enticed: (adj) interested. 
torturing: (n) torture, excruciation,  

crucifixion, torment, agony, anguish, 
dismemberment; (adj) harrowing, 
agonizing, torturesome, agonising. 

uncalled: (adj) spontaneous. 
unwilling: (adj) involuntary, loath, 

disinclined, averse, recalcitrant, 
backward, indisposed, grudging, 
loth, adverse, forced. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inclined, amenable, keen, 
prepared, ready, eager, disposed, 
agreeable, accepting, happy. 
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in his pocket, so that he could let himself in; and he wished to enter without 
awaking his mother, for he was anxious to avoid telling her the new trouble 
himself by seeing Seth first, and asking him to tell her when it should be 
necessary.  He walked gently along the yard, and turned the key gently in the 
door; but, as he expected, Gyp, who lay in the workshop, gave a sharp bark.  It 
subsided when he saw Adam, holding up his finger at him to impose silence, 
and in his dumb, tailless joy he must content himself with rubbing his body 
against his master's legs.%

Adam was too heart-sick to take notice of Gyp's fondling.  He threw himself 
on the bench and stared dully at the wood and the signs of work around him, 
wondering if he should ever come to feel pleasure in them again, while Gyp, 
dimly aware that there was something wrong with his master, laid his rough 
grey head on Adam's knee and wrinkled his brows to look up at him.  Hitherto, 
since Sunday afternoon, Adam had been constantly among strange people and in 
strange places, having no associations with the  details of his daily life, and now 
that by the light of this new morning he was come back to his home and 
surrounded by the familiar objects that seemed for ever robbed of their charm, 
the reality--the hard, inevitable reality of his troubles pressed upon him with a 
new weight.  Right before him was an unfinished chest of drawers, which he had 
been making in spare moments for Hetty's use, when his home should be hers. 

Seth had not heard Adam's entrance, but he had been roused by Gyp's bark, 
and Adam heard him moving about in the room above, dressing himself.  Seth's 
first thoughts were about his brother: he would come home to-day, surely, for 
the business would be wanting him sadly by to-morrow, but it was pleasant to 
think he had had a longer holiday than he had expected.  And would Dinah 
come too?  Seth felt that that was the greatest happiness he could look forward to 
for himself, though he had no hope left that she would ever love him well 
enough to marry him; but he had often said to himself, it was better to be Dinah's 
friend and brother than any other woman's husband.  If he could but be always 
near her, instead of living so far off! 
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bench: (n) banquette, chair, 
workbench, court, terrace, bank, bar, 
judicatory, Ottoman, board, form. 

brows: (n) brow. 
charm: (n, v) allure, captivate, appeal, 

spell, fascinate, bewitch, conjure; (adj, 
v) attract; (n) amulet; (v) enchant, 
entrance. ANTONYMS: (n) ugliness, 
repulsion, repulsiveness, 
awkwardness, hatefulness, 
unpleasantness; (v) repulse, offend, 
irritate, disgust, bore. 

drawers: (n) knickers, pants, tights, 
shorts, bloomers, briefs, underwear, 
breeches, underpants, underdrawers, 
trousers. 

dressing: (n) bandage, stuffing, 
fertilization, binding, bandaging, 
scolding, fertilizer, manure, 
compress, preparation, farce. 

dully: (adv) slowly, sluggishly, 
stupidly, tediously, drearily, heavily, 
tamely, boringly, monotonously, 
tiresomely, bluntly. ANTONYMS:  

(adv) animatedly, luminously, 
brightly, brilliantly. 

fondling: (n) caressing, pet, caress, 
cuddling, dalliance, foreplay, 
stimulation, indulgence, darling, 
kissing, necking. 

impose: (v) dictate, prescribe, enforce, 
exact, charge, clamp, deceive, enjoin, 
burden, set, lay. ANTONYM: (v) 
revoke. 

objects: (n) things, stuff, matter, 
material, substance. 
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He came downstairs and opened the inner door leading from the kitchen into 
the workshop, intending to let out Gyp; but he stood still in the doorway, 
smitten with a sudden shock at the sight of Adam seated listlessly on the bench, 
pale, unwashed, with sunken blank eyes, almost like a drunkard in the morning.  
But Seth felt in an instant what the marks meant--not drunkenness, but some 
great calamity.  Adam looked up at him without speaking, and Seth moved 
forward towards the bench, himself trembling so that speech did not come 
readily.%

"God have mercy on us, Addy," he said, in a low voice, sitting down on the 
bench beside Adam, "what is it?" 

Adam was unable to speak.  The strong man, accustomed to suppress the 
signs of sorrow, had felt his heart swell like a child's at this first approach of 
sympathy.  He fell on Seth's neck and sobbed. 

Seth was prepared for the worst now, for, even in his recollections of their 
boyhood, Adam had never sobbed before. 

"Is it death, Adam?  Is she dead?" he asked, in a low tone, when Adam raised 
his head and was recovering himself. 

"No, lad; but she's gone--gone away from us.  She's never been to Snowfield.  
Dinah's been gone to Leeds ever since last Friday was a fortnight, the very day 
Hetty set out.  I can't find out where she went after she got to Stoniton." 

Seth was silent from utter astonishment: he knew nothing that could suggest 
to him a reason for Hetty's going away. 

"Hast any notion what she's done it for?" he said, at last. 
"She can't ha' loved me.  She didn't like our marriage when it came nigh--that 

must be it," said Adam.  He had determined to mention no further reason. 
"I hear Mother stirring," said Seth.  "Must we tell her?" 
"No, not yet," said Adam, rising from the bench and pushing the hair from 

his face, as if he wanted to rouse himself.  "I can't have her told yet; and I must 
set out on another journey directly, after I've been to the village and th' Hall 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

astonishment: (n) admiration, 
wonder, wonderment, surprise, 
marvel, stupefaction, confusion, 
consternation, awe, alarm, startle. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calmness, belief, 
contempt. 

boyhood: (n) babyhood, adolescence, 
youth, youthhood, infancy, girlhood, 
age, boyism, puberty. ANTONYM: 
(n) adulthood. 

calamity: (n) disaster, adversity, 
affliction, misfortune, plague,  

catastrophe, tragedy, blow, bale, 
distress; (n, v) trouble. ANTONYMS: 
(n) blessing, boon, luck, joy, 
opportunity. 

drunkard: (n) alcoholic, drinker, 
boozer, dipsomaniac, rummy, 
inebriate, toper, sot, bibber, lush, 
imbiber. 

pushing: (adj) enterprising, pushy, 
pushful, ambitious, officious, 
adventurous; (n) push, propulsion, 
thrusting, actuation; (v) meddlesome.

recollections: (n) memories, 
reminiscences, recollection, 
biography. 

rouse: (v) provoke, excite, arouse, 
kindle, awaken, instigate, actuate, 
disturb, move, agitate, incite. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, 
dishearten, suppress, douse, inhibit, 
stifle, quench. 

smitten: (adj, v) stricken; (adj) in love, 
crazy, enamored, struck, nuts, dotty, 
besotted, gaga, taken with, affected. 
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Farm.  I can't tell thee where I'm going, and thee must say to her I'm gone on 
business as nobody is to know anything about.  I'll go and wash myself now."  
Adam moved towards the door of the workshop, but after a step or two he 
turned round, and, meeting Seth's eyes with a calm sad glance, he said, "I must 
take all the money out o' the tin box, lad; but if anything happens to me, all the 
rest 'll be thine, to take care o' Mother with." 

Seth was pale and trembling: he felt there was some terrible secret under all 
this.  "Brother," he said, faintly--he never called Adam "Brother" except in solemn 
moments--"I don't believe you'll do anything as you can't ask God's blessing on." 

"Nay, lad," said Adam, "don't be afraid.  I'm for doing nought but what's a 
man's duty." 

The thought that if he betrayed his trouble to his mother, she would only 
distress him by words, half of blundering affection, half of irrepressible triumph 
that Hetty proved as unfit to be his wife as she had always foreseen, brought 
back some of his habitual firmness and self-command.  He had felt ill on his 
journey home-- he told her when she came down--had stayed all night at 
Tredddleston for that reason; and a bad headache, that still hung about him this 
morning, accounted for his paleness and heavy eyes.%

He determined to go to the village, in the first place, attend to his business for 
an hour, and give notice to Burge of his being obliged to go on a journey, which 
he must beg him not to mention to any one; for he wished to avoid going to the 
Hall Farm near breakfast-time, when the children and servants would be in the 
house-place, and there must be exclamations in their hearing about his having 
returned without Hetty.  He waited until the clock struck nine before he left the 
work-yard at the village, and set off, through the fields, towards the Farm.  It was 
an immense relief to him, as he came near the Home Close, to see Mr. Poyser 
advancing towards him, for this would spare him the pain of going to the house.  
Mr. Poyser was walking briskly this March morning, with a sense of spring 
business on his mind: he was going to cast the master's eye on the shoeing of a 
new cart-horse, carrying his spud as a useful companion by the way.  His 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

briskly: (adv) busily, energetically, 
vigorously, quickly, freshly, actively, 
sharply, rapidly, vividly, brightly, 
merrily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
seriously, laboriously, civilly, 
pleasantly, languorously. 

distress: (n, v) pain, torment, trouble, 
concern, torture, upset, worry; (n) 
anguish, agony; (adj, n) difficulty, 
grief. ANTONYMS: (n, v) comfort; (v) 
please, soothe, relieve; (n) peace, 
encouragement, straightforwardness, 

solace, relieving, relief, prosperity. 
firmness: (adj, n) constancy; (n) 

determination, resolution, assurance, 
consistency, obstinacy, steadfastness, 
resolve, confidence, courage, 
backbone. ANTONYMS: (n) softness, 
instability, vacillation, unsteadiness, 
yielding, irresoluteness, droopiness, 
indefiniteness, indecisiveness, 
indecision, leniency. 

headache: (n) cephalalgia, pain, 
encumbrance, bother, migraine,  

vexation, pest, head ache, worry; (n, 
v) twinge; (v) gripe. 

irrepressible: (adj) uncontrollable, 
uncontainable, unmanageable, 
wanton, inextinguishable, rampant, 
effervescent; (v) ungovernable, 
volcanic, stanchless, simmering. 
ANTONYM: (adj) orderly. 

spud: (n) Irish potato, potato, white 
potato, tater, murphy; (v) burgeon 
forth, shoot, germinate, sprout, 
pullulate, bourgeon. 
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surprise was great when he caught sight of Adam, but he was not a man given to 
presentiments of evil. 

"Why, Adam, lad, is't you?  Have ye been all this time away and not brought 
the lasses back, after all?  Where are they?" 

"No, I've not brought 'em," said Adam, turning round, to indicate that he 
wished to walk back with Mr. Poyser.%

"Why," said Martin, looking with sharper attention at Adam, "ye look bad.  Is 
there anything happened?" 

"Yes," said Adam, heavily.  "A sad thing's happened.  I didna find Hetty at 
Snowfield." 

Mr. Poyser's good-natured face showed signs of troubled astonishment.  "Not 
find her?  What's happened to her?" he said, his thoughts flying at once to bodily 
accident. 

"That I can't tell, whether anything's happened to her.  She never went to 
Snowfield--she took the coach to Stoniton, but I can't learn nothing of her after 
she got down from the Stoniton coach." 

"Why, you donna mean she's run away?" said Martin, standing still, so 
puzzled and bewildered that the fact did not yet make itself felt as a trouble by 
him. 

"She must ha' done," said Adam.  "She didn't like our marriage when it came 
to the point--that must be it.  She'd mistook her feelings." 

Martin was silent for a minute or two, looking on the ground and rooting up 
the grass with his spud, without knowing what he was doing.  His usual 
slowness was always trebled when the subject of speech was painful.  At last he 
looked up, right in Adam's face, saying, "Then she didna deserve t' ha' ye, my 
lad.  An' I feel i' fault myself, for she was my niece, and I was allays hot for her 
marr'ing ye.  There's no amends I can make ye, lad--the more's the pity: it's a sad 
cut-up for ye, I doubt." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bodily: (adj) material, corporeal, 
corporal, animal, carnal, somatic, 
real, personal, sensual; (adv) 
altogether, fleshly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) mental, spiritual, soulful, 
intellectual; (adv) mentally. 

cut-up: (n) clown. 
evil: (adj) bad, criminal, corrupt, 

wicked, destructive, depraved; (adj, 
n) ill, detriment; (n) adversity, 
disaster, depravity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
goodness, righteousness, morality;  

(adj) kindhearted, righteous, benign, 
moral, pure, upright, virtuous, 
sinless. 

flying: (adj) fast, quick, rapid, swift, 
moving, flaring, aflare; (n) fly, flight, 
aviation, ballooning. 

pity: (n, v) compassion, ruth; (n) 
mercy, commiseration, condolence, 
sympathy, clemency, remorse; (v) 
sympathize, compassionate, feel 
sorry for. ANTONYMS: (n) blame, 
cruelty, indifference, harshness, joy. 

rooting: (n) growing, ontogenesis, 
growth, maturation, striking, 
ontogeny, taking root, applause. 

slowness: (n) dilatoriness, lethargy, 
lateness, backwardness, 
awkwardness, deliberation, dullness, 
sluggishness, stupidity, indolence; 
(adj, n) delay. ANTONYMS: (n) haste, 
quickness, rapidity, intelligence, 
cleverness, nimbleness, speediness, 
promptness, punctuality, vigor. 
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Adam could say nothing; and Mr. Poyser, after pursuing his walk for a little 
while, went on, "I'll be bound she's gone after trying to get a lady's maid's place, 
for she'd got that in her head half a year ago, and wanted me to gi' my consent.  
But I'd thought better on her"--he added, shaking his head slowly and sadly--"I'd 
thought better on her, nor to look for this, after she'd gi'en y' her word, an' 
everything been got ready." 

Adam had the strongest motives for encouraging this supposition in Mr. 
Poyser, and he even tried to believe that it might possibly be true.  He had no 
warrant for the certainty that she was gone to Arthur.%

"It was better it should be so," he said, as quietly as he could, "if she felt she 
couldn't like me for a husband.  Better run away before than repent after.  I hope 
you won't look harshly on her if she comes back, as she may do if she finds it 
hard to get on away from home." 

"I canna look on her as I've done before," said Martin decisively.  "She's acted 
bad by you, and by all of us.  But I'll not turn my back on her: she's but a young 
un, and it's the first harm I've knowed on her.  It'll be a hard job for me to tell her 
aunt.  Why didna Dinah come back wi' ye?  She'd ha' helped to pacify her aunt a 
bit." 

"Dinah wasn't at Snowfield.  She's been gone to Leeds this fortnight, and I 
couldn't learn from th' old woman any direction where she is at Leeds, else I 
should ha' brought it you." 

"She'd a deal better be staying wi' her own kin," said Mr. Poyser, indignantly, 
"than going preaching among strange folks a-that'n." 

"I must leave you now, Mr. Poyser," said Adam, "for I've a deal to see to." 
"Aye, you'd best be after your business, and I must tell the missis when I go 

home.  It's a hard job." 
"But," said Adam, "I beg particular, you'll keep what's happened quiet for a 

week or two.  I've not told my mother yet, and there's no knowing how things 
may turn out." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

certainty: (n) assurance, sureness, 
certain, trust, confidence, fact, 
reliability, surety, security, reality, 
certitude. ANTONYMS: (n) doubt, 
unpredictability, indecisiveness, 
skepticism, unknown, idealism, 
vagueness, fantasy, feeling, 
hesitation, insecurity. 

decisively: (adv) resolutely, 
conclusively, firmly, finally, fatefully, 
crucially, definitively, positively, 
absolutely, definitely, flatly.  

ANTONYMS: (adv) irresolutely, 
unconvincingly, indecisively, 
aimlessly, insignificantly, 
halfheartedly, hesitantly. 

encouraging: (adj) cheering, bright, 
promising, auspicious, comforting, 
rosy, reassuring, favourable, 
hortatory, hopeful, heartening. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) upsetting, 
warning, disappointing, 
discouraging, negative, disturbing, 
hopeless, unhelpful, depressing. 

pacify: (adj, n, v) calm, allay, compose, 
appease; (adj, v) mollify, lull, soothe; 
(n, v) ease; (v) conciliate, placate, 
moderate. ANTONYMS: (v) annoy, 
enrage, excite, infuriate, aggravate, 
displease, inflame, provoke. 

pursuing: (n) pursuit, search, hunt; 
(adj) coming, engaged. 

staying: (n) stays, arrest; (adj) 
continual, old, left. 
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"Aye, aye; least said, soonest mended.  We'n no need to say why the match is 
broke off, an' we may hear of her after a bit.  Shake hands wi' me, lad: I wish I 
could make thee amends." 

There was something in Martin Poyser's throat at that moment which caused 
him to bring out those scanty words in rather a broken fashion.  Yet Adam knew 
what they meant all the better, and the two honest men grasped each other's 
hard hands in mutual understanding.%

There was nothing now to hinder Adam from setting off.  He had told Seth to 
go to the Chase and leave a message for the squire, saying that Adam Bede had 
been obliged to start off suddenly on a journey--and to say as much, and no 
more, to any one else who made inquiries about him.  If the Poysers learned that 
he was gone away again, Adam knew they would infer that he was gone in 
search of Hetty. 

He had intended to go right on his way from the Hall Farm, but now the 
impulse which had frequently visited him before--to go to Mr. Irwine, and make 
a confidant of him--recurred with the new force which belongs to a last 
opportunity.  He was about to start on a long journey--a difficult one--by sea--
and no soul would know where he was gone.  If anything happened to him?  Or, 
if he absolutely needed help in any matter concerning Hetty?  Mr. Irwine was to 
be trusted; and the feeling which made Adam shrink from telling anything 
which was her secret must give way before the need there was that she should 
have some one else besides himself who would be prepared to defend her in the 
worst extremity.  Towards Arthur, even though he might have incurred no new 
guilt, Adam felt that he was not bound to keep silence when Hetty's interest 
called on him to speak. 

"I must do it," said Adam, when these thoughts, which had spread 
themselves through hours of his sad journeying, now rushed upon him in an 
instant, like a wave that had been slowly gathering; "it's the right thing.  I can't 
stand alone in this way any longer." 
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confidant: (n) confidante, buddy, 
friend, repository, confident, pal, 
fidus Achates, crony, bosom friend, 
fiduciary, privado. 

defend: (n, v) guard, shield, advocate; 
(v) justify, protect, assert, support, 
maintain, champion, apologize, 
shelter. ANTONYMS: (v) prosecute, 
abandon, endanger, surrender, 
renounce, oppose, forsake, assault, 
contradict, destroy, expose. 

guilt: (n) sin, criminality, fault,  

repentance, remorse, offence, guilty, 
error, culpability, complicity, 
delinquency. ANTONYM: (n) 
blamelessness. 

instant: (adj, n) present; (adj) 
immediate, prompt; (n) flash, minute, 
jiffy, point, second; (adj, v) exigent; 
(adj, n, v) pressing, urgent. 
ANTONYMS: (n) age, eternity; (adj) 
considered, delayed, slow. 

mutual: (adj) common, communal, 
joint, bilateral, collective, public,  

united, concerted, shared, alternate; 
(adv) mutually. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
individual, unilateral, private, 
solitary. 

throat: (n) orifice, pharynx, gorge, 
mouth, muzzle, nozzle, sucker, shaft, 
quarl, throat depth, nostril. 

trusted: (adj) intimate, confidential, 
sure, bosom, beloved, cherished, 
familiar, trustworthy, indisputable, 
trusty, reliable. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIX  

 
THE  T ID INGS  

 
 

Adam turned his face towards Broxton and walked with his swiftest stride, 
looking at his watch with the fear that Mr. Irwine might be gone out--hunting, 
perhaps.  The fear and haste together produced a state of strong excitement 
before he reached the rectory gate, and outside it he saw the deep marks of a 
recent hoof on the gravel.%

But the hoofs were turned towards the gate, not away from it, and though 
there was a horse against the stable door, it was not Mr. Irwine's: it had 
evidently had a journey this morning, and must belong to some one who had 
come on business.  Mr. Irwine was at home, then; but Adam could hardly find 
breath and calmness to tell Carroll that he wanted to speak to the rector.  The 
double suffering of certain and uncertain sorrow had begun to shake the strong 
man.  The butler looked at him wonderingly, as he threw himself on a bench in 
the passage and stared absently at the clock on the opposite wall.  The master 
had somebody with him, he said, but he heard the study door open--the stranger 
seemed to be coming out, and as Adam was in a hurry, he would let the master 
know at once. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

absently: (adv) absentmindedly, 
missingly, lackingly, inattentively, 
wantingly, offly, deficiently, lostly, 
removedly, preoccupiedly, outly. 

calmness: (n) calm, composure, 
quietness, poise, serenity, stillness, 
quiet, silence, placidity, peace; (adj, n) 
coolness. ANTONYMS: (n) anxiety, 
nervousness, restlessness, panic, fury, 
unrest, intensity, discomposure, 
bustle, annoyance, noise. 

evidently: (adv) clearly, patently,  

plainly, obviously, manifestly, 
openly, certainly, overtly, markedly, 
conspicuously, palpably. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) doubtfully, 
imperceptibly, obscurely, 
questionably, actually, ambiguously, 
inconspicuously. 

hoof: (n) toe, sole, hooves, bottom, 
keel, root, leg, ungula, unguis, animal 
foot; (v) step. 

hurry: (n) haste; (n, v) bustle, hasten, 
dispatch, flurry, rush; (v) scurry,  

dash, accelerate, expedite, run. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slowness, calmness, 
patience, unimportance; (v) dawdle, 
delay, linger, crawl, amble; (intj) 
wait. 

rectory: (n) parsonage, manse, 
vicarage, residence, habitation, home, 
glebe house, glebe, dwelling house, 
domicile, deanery. 

stride: (n, v) pace, tread, walk, stalk, 
rate, toddle, stump; (n) footstep, gait, 
progress; (v) march. 
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Adam sat looking at the clock: the minute-hand was hurrying along the last 
five minutes to ten with a loud, hard, indifferent tick, and Adam watched the 
movement and listened to the sound as if he had had some reason for doing so.  
In our times of bitter suffering there are almost always these pauses, when our 
consciousness is benumbed to everything but some trivial perception or 
sensation.  It is as if semi-idiocy came to give us rest from the memory and the 
dread which refuse to leave us in our sleep.%

Carroll, coming back, recalled Adam to the sense of his burden.  He was to go 
into the study immediately.  "I can't think what that strange person's come 
about," the butler added, from mere incontinence of remark, as he preceded 
Adam to the door, "he's gone i' the dining-room.  And master looks 
unaccountable--as if he was frightened."  Adam took no notice of the words: he 
could not care about other people's business.  But when he entered the study and 
looked in Mr. Irwine's face, he felt in an instant that there was a new expression 
in it, strangely different from the warm friendliness it had always worn for him 
before.  A letter lay open on the table, and Mr. Irwine's hand was on it, but the 
changed glance he cast on Adam could not be owing entirely to preoccupation 
with some disagreeable business, for he was looking eagerly towards the door, as 
if Adam's entrance were a matter of poignant anxiety to him. 

"You want to speak to me, Adam," he said, in that low constrainedly quiet 
tone which a man uses when he is determined to suppress agitation.  "Sit down 
here."  He pointed to a chair just opposite to him, at no more than a yard's 
distance from his own, and Adam sat down with a sense that this cold manner of 
Mr. Irwine's gave an additional unexpected difficulty to his disclosure.  But 
when Adam had made up his mind to a measure, he was not the man to 
renounce it for any but imperative reasons. 

"I come to you, sir," he said, "as the gentleman I look up to most of anybody.  
I've something very painful to tell you--something as it'll pain you to hear as well 
as me to tell.  But if I speak o' the wrong other people have done, you'll see I 
didn't speak till I'd good reason." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

benumbed: (adj) torpid, asleep, stiff, 
insensible, dull, dead, numbed, 
hardened, drugged, uninterested, 
cold. 

constrainedly: (adv) forcedly, boundly, 
strainedly, stiffly, restrictedly, 
awkwardly, limitedly, affectedly, 
rigidly, stiltedly, confinedly. 

friendliness: (n) friendship, geniality, 
amiability, affability, amicability, 
affection, hospitality, cordiality, 
brotherhood, amicableness,  

accessibility. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cruelty, aloofness, nastiness, hostility, 
aggression, resistance, resentment, 
frostiness, formality, contention, 
belligerence. 

imperative: (adj) essential, imperious, 
exigent, absolute, pressing, 
peremptory, vital, commanding, 
urgent; (adj, v) necessary; (adj, n) 
prerequisite. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trivial, unimportant, optional, 
submissive, beseeching; (n) option. 

incontinence: (n) dissoluteness, 
debauchery, voiding, urinary 
incontinence, undiscipline, 
indiscipline, faux pas, enuresis, 
evacuation, excretion; (adj) intrigue. 

poignant: (adj, v) acrid, biting, harsh, 
painful, penetrating, brisk; (adj) 
acute, cutting, moving, affecting; (adj, 
n) piquant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unemotional, cheerful, emotionless. 
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Mr. Irwine nodded slowly, and Adam went on rather tremulously, "You was 
t' ha' married me and Hetty Sorrel, you know, sir, o' the fifteenth o' this month.  I 
thought she loved me, and I was th' happiest man i' the parish.  But a dreadful 
blow's come upon me." 

Mr. Irwine started up from his chair, as if involuntarily, but then, determined 
to control himself, walked to the window and looked out.%

"She's gone away, sir, and we don't know where.  She said she was going to 
Snowfield o' Friday was a fortnight, and I went last Sunday to fetch her back; but 
she'd never been there, and she took the coach to Stoniton, and beyond that I 
can't trace her.  But now I'm going a long journey to look for her, and I can't trust 
t' anybody but you where I'm going." 

Mr. Irwine came back from the window and sat down. 
"Have you no idea of the reason why she went away?" he said. 
"It's plain enough she didn't want to marry me, sir," said Adam.  "She didn't 

like it when it came so near.  But that isn't all, I doubt.  There's something else I 
must tell you, sir.  There's somebody else concerned besides me." 

A gleam of something--it was almost like relief or joy--came across the eager 
anxiety of Mr. Irwine's face at that moment.  Adam was looking on the ground, 
and paused a little: the next words were hard to speak.  But when he went on, he 
lifted up his head and looked straight at Mr. Irwine.  He would do the thing he 
had resolved to do, without flinching. 

"You know who's the man I've reckoned my greatest friend," he said, "and 
used to be proud to think as I should pass my life i' working for him, and had felt 
so ever since we were lads...." 

Mr. Irwine, as if all self-control had forsaken him, grasped Adam's arm, 
which lay on the table, and, clutching it tightly like a man in pain, said, with pale 
lips and a low hurried voice, "No, Adam, no--don't say it, for God's sake!" 

Adam, surprised at the violence of Mr. Irwine's feeling, repented of the 
words that had passed his lips and sat in distressed silence.  The grasp on his 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

distressed: (adj) worried, distraught, 
anxious, sad, disturbed, downcast, 
hurt, distracted, wretched, shocked, 
troubled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
composed, content, euphoric, happy, 
comforted, glad, joyful, collected, 
unconcerned, unaffected. 

hurried: (adj) fast, sudden, speedy, 
rapid, quick, swift, headlong, abrupt, 
cursory, precipitate, prompt. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhurried, 
leisurely, considered, patient,  

meticulous, thorough. 
involuntarily: (adv) unconsciously, 

unintentionally, inadvertently, 
automatically, forcedly, 
mechanically, unthinkingly, 
reluctantly, accidentally, automaticly, 
unwillingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
voluntarily, consciously, willingly, 
purposely. 

self-control: (n) self-discipline, 
patience, forbearance, abstinence, 
temperance, temper, composure,  

discipline, self-command, self-
possession, balance. 

tightly: (adv) closely, steadily, tautly, 
strictly, securely, densely, stiffly, 
solidly, tipsily, stably, 
parsimoniously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
loosely, insecurely, sparsely. 

trace: (n, v) line, shadow, spot, hunt, 
trail; (n) dash, clue, indication, 
suggestion, sign; (v) pursue. 
ANTONYMS: (v) ignore; (n) lot, 
overtone. 
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arm gradually relaxed, and Mr. Irwine threw himself back in his chair, saying, 
"Go on--I must know it."%

"That man played with Hetty's feelings, and behaved to her as he'd no right 
to do to a girl in her station o' life--made her presents and used to go and meet 
her out a-walking.  I found it out only two days before he went away--found him 
a-kissing her as they were parting in the Grove.  There'd been nothing said 
between me and Hetty then, though I'd loved her for a long while, and she knew 
it.  But I reproached him with his wrong actions, and words and blows passed 
between us; and he said solemnly to me, after that, as it had been all nonsense 
and no more than a bit o' flirting.  But I made him write a letter to tell Hetty he'd 
meant nothing, for I saw clear enough, sir, by several things as I hadn't 
understood at the time, as he'd got hold of her heart, and I thought she'd belike 
go on thinking of him and never come to love another man as wanted to marry 
her.  And I gave her the letter, and she seemed to bear it all after a while better 
than I'd expected...and she behaved kinder and kinder to me...I daresay she 
didn't know her own feelings then, poor thing, and they came back upon her 
when it was too late...I don't want to blame her...I can't think as she meant to 
deceive me.  But I was encouraged to think she loved me, and--you know the 
rest, sir.  But it's on my mind as he's been false to me, and 'ticed her away, and 
she's gone to him--and I'm going now to see, for I can never go to work again till 
I know what's become of her." 

During Adam's narrative, Mr. Irwine had had time to recover his self-mastery 
in spite of the painful thoughts that crowded upon him.  It was a bitter 
remembrance to him now--that morning when Arthur breakfasted with him and 
seemed as if he were on the verge of a confession.  It was plain enough now 
what he had wanted to confess.  And if their words had taken another turn...if he 
himself had been less fastidious about intruding on another man's secrets...it was 
cruel to think how thin a film had shut out rescue from all this guilt and misery.  
He saw the whole history now by that terrible illumination which the present 
sheds back upon the past.  But every other feeling as it rushed upon his was 
thrown into abeyance by pity, deep respectful pity, for the man who sat before 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abeyance: (n) inaction, waiting, 
interruption, suspense, cessation, 
pause, reprieve, intermission, 
stoppage, inactiveness; (v) 
interregnum. ANTONYMS: (n) 
action, activity, continuance, 
continuation, prolongation, revival. 

confess: (adj, v) own, allow, admit, 
avow; (v) concede, profess, recognize, 
divulge, disclose, reveal, receive. 
ANTONYMS: (v) suppress, hide, 
dispute, conceal, repress, harbor. 

illumination: (n) brightness, 
illuminance, lighting, light, 
explanation, elucidation, edification, 
luminousness, luminosity, 
illustration; (adj, n) irradiation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) education, 
knowledge, confusion. 

intruding: (adj) aggressive, interfering, 
intrusive. 

respectful: (adj) deferential, mannerly, 
dutiful, courteous, attentive, 
obedient, reverential, regardful,  

reverent, polite, humble. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheeky, 
impudent, insolent, rude, 
contemptuous, disobedient, scornful, 
nasty, sneering, irreverent, impolite. 

solemnly: (adv) earnestly, gravely, 
majestically, stately, sternly, staidly, 
thoughtfully, soberly, formally, 
ceremoniously, importantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
flippantly. 

 

 

  



George Eliot 455

him--already so bruised, going forth with sad blind resignedness to an unreal 
sorrow, while a real one was close upon him, too far beyond the range of 
common trial for him ever to have feared it.  His own agitation was quelled by a 
certain awe that comes over us in the presence of a great anguish, for the anguish 
he must inflict on Adam was already present to him.  Again he put his hand on 
the arm that lay on the table, but very gently this time, as he said solemnly: 

"Adam, my dear friend, you have had some hard trials in your life.  You can 
bear sorrow manfully, as well as act manfully.  God requires both tasks at our 
hands.  And there is a heavier sorrow coming upon you than any you have yet 
known.  But you are not guilty--you have not the worst of all sorrows.  God help 
him who has!" 

The two pale faces looked at each other; in Adam's there was trembling 
suspense, in Mr. Irwine's hesitating, shrinking pity.  But he went on.%

"I have had news of Hetty this morning.  She is not gone to him.  She is in 
Stonyshire--at Stoniton." 

Adam started up from his chair, as if he thought he could have leaped to her 
that moment.  But Mr. Irwine laid hold of his arm again and said, persuasively, 
"Wait, Adam, wait."  So he sat down. 

"She is in a very unhappy position--one which will make it worse for you to 
find her, my poor friend, than to have lost her for ever." 

Adam's lips moved tremulously, but no sound came.  They moved again, and 
he whispered, "Tell me." 

"She has been arrested...she is in prison." 
It was as if an insulting blow had brought back the spirit of resistance into 

Adam.  The blood rushed to his face, and he said, loudly and sharply, "For 
what?" 

"For a great crime--the murder of her child." 
"It can't be!" Adam almost shouted, starting up from his cnair and making a 

stride towards the door; but he turned round again, setting his back against the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

inflict: (v) impose, cause, wreak, force, 
enforce, deal, deliver, administer, 
foist, put, obtrude. 

insulting: (adj) contemptuous, 
insolent, injurious, offensive, 
scurrilous, defamatory, opprobrious, 
rude, disgraceful, disdainful, 
impolite. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
courteous, conciliatory, polite, 
generous, cordial. 

manfully: (adv) gallantly, bravely, 
manlikely, virilely, mightily,  

masculinely, courageously, valiantly, 
doughtily, intrepidly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) unmanfully. 

persuasively: (adv) compellingly, 
potently, strongly, forcefully, 
powerfully, eloquently, effectively, 
soundly, cogently, movingly, slickly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineffectively, 
hesitantly, weakly. 

quelled: (adj) quenched, allayed, 
extinguished, extinct. 

suspense: (n) doubt, expectancy,  

anticipation, indecision, insecurity, 
unrest, expectation, irresolution, 
suspension, tension; (adj, n) 
hesitation. ANTONYM: (n) 
knowledge. 

unreal: (adj) illusory, fantastic, 
fanciful, imaginary, insubstantial, 
artificial, fictitious, visionary, untrue; 
(adj, v) ideal, fancied. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) genuine, natural, substantial, 
authentic, ordinary, plausible. 
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bookcase, and looking fiercely at Mr. Irwine.  "It isn't possible.  She never had a 
child.  She can't be guilty.  Who says it?" 

"God grant she may be innocent, Adam.  We can still hope she is." 
"But who says she is guilty?" said Adam violently.  "Tell me everything." 
"Here is a letter from the magistrate before whom she was taken, and the 

constable who arrested her is in the dining-room.  She will not confess her name 
or where she comes from; but I fear, I fear, there can be no doubt it is Hetty.  The 
description of her person corresponds, only that she is said to look very pale and 
ill.  She had a small red-leather pocket-book in her pocket with two names 
written in it--one at the beginning, 'Hetty Sorrel, Hayslope,' and the other near 
the end, 'Dinah Morris, Snowfield.'  She will not say which is her own name--she 
denies everything, and will answer no questions, and application has been made 
to me, as a magistrate, that I may take measures for identifying her, for it was 
thought probable that the name which stands first is her own name." 

"But what proof have they got against her, if it is Hetty?" said Adam, still 
violently, with an effort that seemed to shake his whole frame.  "I'll not believe it.  
It couldn't ha' been, and none of us know it." 

"Terrible proof that she was under the temptation to commit the crime; but 
we have room to hope that she did not really commit it.  Try and read that letter, 
Adam." 

Adam took the letter between his shaking hands and tried to fix his eyes 
steadily on it.  Mr. Irwine meanwhile went out to give some orders.  When he 
came back, Adam's eyes were still on the first page--he couldn't read--he could 
not put the words together and make out what they meant.  He threw it down at 
last and clenched his fist.%

"It's his doing," he said; "if there's been any crime, it's at his door, not at hers.  
He taught her to deceive--he deceived me first.  Let 'em put him on his trial--let 
him stand in court beside her, and I'll tell 'em how he got hold of her heart, and 
'ticed her t' evil, and then lied to me.  Is he to go free, while they lay all the 
punishment on her...so weak and young?" 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

arrested: (adj) apprehended, halted, 
backward, in remission, inactive, 
intermittent. 

bookcase: (n) bookshelf, cupboard, 
library, closet, furniture, cabinet, 
secretaire, article of furniture, 
davenport, till, sideboard. 

commit: (v) consign, assign, charge, 
confide, dedicate, apply, entrust, 
submit, intrust, leave, give. 
ANTONYMS: (v) stop, desist, divest, 
end, idle, withhold, wait, cease, keep, 

refuse. 
fiercely: (adv) violently, bitterly, 

strongly, savagely, brutally, 
intensely, wildly, cruelly, 
vehemently, grimly, furiously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, dully, 
tame, docilely, tamely, calmly, feebly.

identifying: (n) identification, 
recognition; (v) identify; (adj) 
distinctive, descriptive. 

lied: (n) song, hymn. 
probable: (adj) likely, plausible,  

possible, potential, presumable, 
feasible, hopeful, convincing, 
believable, to be expected, specious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) improbable, 
implausible, unbelievable. 

violently: (adj, adv) vehemently, hotly, 
madly, ardently; (adv) wildly, 
passionately, strongly, hard, 
furiously, turbulently; (adv, n) 
vigorously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
gently, nonviolently, feebly, 
impassively, peacefully, tamely. 
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The image called up by these last words gave a new direction to poor Adam's 
maddened feelings.  He was silent, looking at the corner of the room as if he saw 
something there.  Then he burst out again, in a tone of appealing anguish, "I can't 
bear it...O God, it's too hard to lay upon me--it's too hard to think she's wicked." 

Mr. Irwine had sat down again in silence.  He was too wise to utter soothing 
words at present, and indeed, the sight of Adam before him, with that look of 
sudden age which sometimes comes over a young face in moments of terrible 
emotion--the hard bloodless look of the skin, the deep lines about the quivering 
mouth, the furrows in the brow--the sight of this strong firm man shattered by 
the invisible stroke of sorrow, moved him so deeply that speech was not easy.  
Adam stood motionless, with his eyes vacantly fixed in this way for a minute or 
two; in that short space he was living through all his love again.%

"She can't ha' done it," he said, still without moving his eyes, as if he were 
only talking to himself: "it was fear made her hide it...I forgive her for deceiving 
me...I forgive thee, Hetty...thee wast deceived too...it's gone hard wi' thee, my 
poor Hetty...but they'll never make me believe it." 

He was silent again for a few moments, and then he said, with fierce 
abruptness, "I'll go to him--I'll bring him back--I'll make him go and look at her 
in her misery--he shall look at her till he can't forget it--it shall follow him night 
and day--as long as he lives it shall follow him--he shan't escape wi' lies this 
time-- I'll fetch him, I'll drag him myself." 

In the act of going towards the door, Adam paused automatically and looked 
about for his hat, quite unconscious where he was or who was present with him.  
Mr. Irwine had followed him, and now took him by the arm, saying, in a quiet 
but decided tone, "No, Adam, no; I'm sure you will wish to stay and see what 
good can be done for her, instead of going on a useless errand of vengeance.  The 
punishment will surely fall without your aid.  Besides, he is no longer in Ireland.  
He must be on his way home--or would be, long before you arrived, for his 
grandfather, I know, wrote for him to come at least ten days ago.  I want you 
now to go with me to Stoniton.  I have ordered a horse for you to ride with us, as 
soon as you can compose yourself." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abruptness: (n) gradient, shortness, 
slope, brusqueness, curtness, 
steepness, haste, hurriedness, 
rudeness, brevity, hastiness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) gradualness, 
courtesy, friendliness, gentleness, 
pleasantness. 

appealing: (adj) charming, adorable, 
prepossessing, enchanting, inviting, 
fascinating, engaging, absorbing, 
likable, pretty, magnetic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unappealing,  

repellent, disgusting, unattractive, 
unpleasant, horrifying, 
unsympathetic, uninteresting, 
repulsive, modern, forgettable. 

bloodless: (adj) white, livid, dead, 
pale, pasty, wan, exsanguine, 
blanched, anaemic, ghastly, watery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) robust, sanguine, 
rosy, bloody, florid, caring, lively. 

compose: (v) build, compile, write, 
weave; (adj, v) appease, tranquilize, 
allay, lull; (n, v) calm, constitute,  

settle. ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, ruin, 
unsettle, annihilate, discompose, 
demolish, disturb, fluster. 

maddened: (adj) angry, furious, 
deranged, angered, enraged, 
moonstruck, fierce, upset, 
aggravated, ferocious; (v) frantic. 

shattered: (adj) destroyed, smashed, 
done in, crazy, shaky, crushed; (adj, 
v) exhausted; (v) battered, dead beat, 
done up, lame. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fresh, energetic, lively, whole, strong. 
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While Mr. Irwine was speaking, Adam recovered his consciousness of the 
actual scene.  He rubbed his hair off his forehead and listened.%

"Remember," Mr. Irwine went on, "there are others to think of, and act for, 
besides yourself, Adam: there are Hetty's friends, the good Poysers, on whom 
this stroke will fall more heavily than I can bear to think.  I expect it from your 
strength of mind, Adam-- from your sense of duty to God and man--that you will 
try to act as long as action can be of any use." 

In reality, Mr. Irwine proposed this journey to Stoniton for Adam's own sake.  
Movement, with some object before him, was the best means of counteracting 
the violence of suffering in these first hours. 

"You will go with me to Stoniton, Adam?" he said again, after a moment's 
pause.  "We have to see if it is really Hetty who is there, you know." 

"Yes, sir," said Adam, "I'll do what you think right.  But the folks at th' Hall 
Farm?" 

"I wish them not to know till I return to tell them myself.  I shall have 
ascertained things then which I am uncertain about now, and I shall return as 
soon as possible.  Come now, the horses are ready." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

ascertained: (adj) discovered, 
determined; (v) absolute, recognized, 
received, noted, notorious, decisive, 
unmistakable, unequivocal, positive. 

counteracting: (adj) antagonist, 
antagonistic, corrective. 

forehead: (n) brow, front, foreland, 
lineament, mut, phiz, physiognomy, 
visage, eyebrow, skull; (adv) 
foremost. 

others: (n) rest, cessation, lie, lave, 
LAN, ease, acquiesce, intermission. 

pause: (n, v) halt, interruption, 
adjournment, delay, respite, stop; 
(adj, n, v) rest; (n) intermission, gap; 
(adj, v) discontinue; (v) hesitate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) decisiveness, 
continuation, start; (v) proceed. 

recovered: (adj) cured, retrieved, well, 
well again, healthier, aged, 
improved, whole, better, corned. 
ANTONYM: (adj) worse. 

rubbed: (adj) polished, refined, terse, 
attrite, marked, accomplished,  

fretten. 
stroke: (adj, n) blow; (n, v) touch, 

caress, mark, buffet, lick, pat; (n) beat, 
hit, knock, bang. 

uncertain: (adj) changeable, dubious, 
questionable, indistinct, equivocal, 
chancy, unsure, unsafe; (adj, v) 
indefinite, vague; (adj, n) doubtful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) definite, clear, 
decisive, sure, decided, 
unquestionable, inevitable, safe, 
unreserved, sealed, determined. 
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CHAPTER  XL  

 
THE  B ITTER  WATER S  SPREAD  

 
 

Mr. Irwine returned from Stoniton in a post-chaise that night, and the first 
words Carroll said to him, as he entered the house, were, that Squire 
Donnithorne was dead--found dead in his bed at ten o'clock that morning--and 
that Mrs. Irwine desired him to say she should be awake when Mr. Irwine came 
home, and she begged him not to go to bed without seeing her.%

"Well, Dauphin," Mrs. Irwine said, as her son entered her room, "you're come 
at last.  So the old gentleman's fidgetiness and low spirits, which made him send 
for Arthur in that sudden way, really meant something.  I suppose Carroll has 
told you that Donnithorne was found dead in his bed this morning.  You will 
believe my prognostications another time, though I daresay I shan't live to 
prognosticate anything but my own death." 

"What have they done about Arthur?" said Mr. Irwine.  "Sent a messenger to 
await him at Liverpool?" 

"Yes, Ralph was gone before the news was brought to us.  Dear Arthur, I shall 
live now to see him master at the Chase, and making good times on the estate, 
like a generous-hearted fellow as he is.  He'll be as happy as a king now." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

awake: (v) wake, awaken, realize, 
waken; (adj) alive, alert, attentive, 
conscious, keen, intelligent; (adj, v) 
broad awake. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconscious, sleeping, comatose, 
sleepy, relaxed; (v) deaden, lull, 
sleep. 

estate: (n) land, order, demesne, rank, 
domain, property, acres, substance, 
state, asset, assets. 

fidgetiness: (n) agitation, restlessness, 
uneasiness, impatience; (adj) bother,  

ado, bustle, stir, fidgets, pottering, 
movement. 

meant: (adj) destined, implied, sincere, 
preordained, intentional, 
predestined; (v) intend, designate. 

messenger: (n, v) herald; (n) harbinger, 
runner, emissary, bearer, 
ambassador, precursor, courier, 
carrier, apostle, errand. 

prognosticate: (v) augur, predict, 
forecast, presage, foretell, portend, 
anticipate, bode, divine, forebode,  

prophesy. 
seeing: (prep) because; (adj) Seely, 

considering; (n) sight, vision, 
beholding, fusion, visual sense; (v) 
conceive, comprehend, perceive. 

sudden: (adj) precipitous, quick, 
abrupt, hasty, rash, unexpected, 
steep, unforeseen, drastic, immediate, 
swift. ANTONYMS: (adj) considered, 
slow, gentle, leisurely, protracted, 
sensible, smooth. 
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Mr. Irwine could not help giving a slight groan: he was worn with anxiety 
and exertion, and his mother's light words were almost intolerable.%

"What are you so dismal about, Dauphin?  Is there any bad news?  Or are you 
thinking of the danger for Arthur in crossing that frightful Irish Channel at this 
time of year?" 

"No, Mother, I'm not thinking of that; but I'm not prepared to rejoice just 
now." 

"You've been worried by this law business that you've been to Stoniton about.  
What in the world is it, that you can't tell me?" 

"You will know by and by, mother.  It would not be right for me to tell you at 
present.  Good-night: you'll sleep now you have no longer anything to listen for." 

Mr. Irwine gave up his intention of sending a letter to meet Arthur, since it 
would not now hasten his return: the news of his grandfather's death would 
bring him as soon as he could possibly come.  He could go to bed now and get 
some needful rest, before the time came for the morning's heavy duty of carrying 
his sickening news to the Hall Farm and to Adam's home. 

Adam himself was not come back from Stoniton, for though he shrank from 
seeing Hetty, he could not bear to go to a distance from her again. 

"It's no use, sir," he said to the rector, "it's no use for me to go back.  I can't go 
to work again while she's here, and I couldn't bear the sight o' the things and 
folks round home.  I'll take a bit of a room here, where I can see the prison walls, 
and perhaps I shall get, in time, to bear seeing her." 

Adam had not been shaken in his belief that Hetty was innocent of the crime 
she was charged with, for Mr. Irwine, feeling that the belief in her guilt would be 
a crushing addition to Adam's load, had kept from him the facts which left no 
hope in his own mind.  There was not any reason for thrusting the whole burden 
on Adam at once, and Mr. Irwine, at parting, only said, "If the evidence should 
tell too strongly against her, Adam, we may still hope for a pardon.  Her youth 
and other circumstances will be a plea for her." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

crossing: (n) transit, ford, intersection, 
hybridization, crossbreeding, 
passage, voyage, mating, crossway, 
crosswalk, cruise. 

frightful: (adj, v) fearful; (adj) 
formidable, awful, fearsome, 
appalling, gruesome, horrible, 
terrible, dread, frightening, grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, 
calming, soothing, pleasant, lovely, 
fair. 

groan: (n, v) grumble, murmur, cry,  

sigh, mutter, squeak, rumble, scrape; 
(v) howl, complain; (n) complaint. 

pardon: (v) excuse, condone, forgive, 
acquit, spare; (n) amnesty, 
forgiveness, grace; (adj, v) justify, 
exonerate, exculpate. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) blame; (v) punish, castigate, 
condemn, convict; (n) intolerance. 

plea: (n) defense, answer, apology, 
pretext, appeal, defence, petition, 
claim, allegation, adjuration, call. 
ANTONYMS: (n) instruction,  

accusation, response. 
sending: (n) forwarding, dispatch, 

transmission, transmittal, send, 
despatch, mailing, transport, 
dispatching, dispatchment, 
conveyance. 

worn: (adj) haggard, tired, tattered, 
threadbare, ragged, drawn, jaded, 
fatigued, exhausted, faded, wasted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) new, smart, 
unused, unworn, pristine, original. 
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"Ah, and it's right people should know how she was tempted into the wrong 
way," said Adam, with bitter earnestness.  "It's right they should know it was a 
fine gentleman made love to her, and turned her head wi' notions.  You'll 
remember, sir, you've promised to tell my mother, and Seth, and the people at 
the farm, who it was as led her wrong, else they'll think harder of her than she 
deserves.  You'll be doing her a hurt by sparing him, and I hold him the guiltiest 
before God, let her ha' done what she may.  If you spare him, I'll expose him!" 

"I think your demand is just, Adam," said Mr. Irwine, "but when you are 
calmer, you will judge Arthur more mercifully.  I say nothing now, only that his 
punishment is in other hands than ours." 

Mr. Irwine felt it hard upon him that he should have to tell of Arthur's sad 
part in the story of sin and sorrow--he who cared for Arthur with fatherly 
affection, who had cared for him with fatherly pride.  But he saw clearly that the 
secret must be known before long, even apart from Adam's determination, since 
it was scarcely to be supposed that Hetty would persist to the end in her 
obstinate silence.  He made up his mind to withhold nothing from the Poysers, 
but to tell them the worst at once, for there was no time to rob the tidings of their 
suddenness.  Hetty's trial must come on at the Lent assizes, and they were to be 
held at Stoniton the next week.  It was scarcely to be hoped that Martin Poyser 
could escape the pain of being called as a witness, and it was better he should 
know everything as long beforehand as possible.%

Before ten o'clock on Thursday morning the home at the Hall Farm was a 
house of mourning for a misfortune felt to be worse than death.  The sense of 
family dishonour was too keen even in the kind-hearted Martin Poyser the 
younger to leave room for any compassion towards Hetty.  He and his father 
were simple-minded farmers, proud of their untarnished character, proud that 
they came of a family which had held up its head and paid its way as far back as 
its name was in the parish register; and Hetty had brought disgrace on them all--
disgrace that could never be wiped out.  That was the all-conquering feeling in 
the mind both of father and son--the scorching sense of disgrace, which 
neutralised all other sensibility--and Mr. Irwine was struck with surprise to 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

assizes: (n) court of assize. 
dishonour: (v) discredit, disgrace, 

attaint, shame, degrade, desecrate, 
violate, rape, outrage; (n) stigma, 
opprobrium. 

earnestness: (n) seriousness, sincerity, 
gravity, fervor, devotion, graveness, 
staidness, honesty; (adj, n) ardor, zeal, 
intentness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
slackness, lightness, carelessness, 
frivolousness, cheerfulness, 
insincerity, flippancy. 

kind-hearted: (adj) good-natured, 
good, kindly, clement, benevolent, 
humane, kindhearted, philanthropic, 
sympathetic, tolerant, warm. 

neutralised: (adj) neutral. 
obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, 

intractable, determined, inveterate, 
disobedient, willful, stubborn, 
contrary, wayward, dogged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
amenable, irresolute, cooperative, 
easygoing, docile, biddable,  

agreeable, accommodating, 
malleable, gentle. 

simple-minded: (adj) silly, naive, 
stupid, foolish, guileless, dumb, 
plain, innocent, retarded, dull. 

suddenness: (n) steepness, hastiness, 
precipitance, precipitancy, 
precipitateness, sudden, craggedness, 
surprise, precipitousness, 
brusqueness, curtness. 
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observe that Mrs. Poyser was less severe than her husband.  We are often 
startled by the severity of mild people on exceptional occasions; the reason is, 
that mild people are most liable to be under the yoke of traditional impressions.%

"I'm willing to pay any money as is wanted towards trying to bring her off," 
said Martin the younger when Mr. Irwine was gone, while the old grandfather 
was crying in the opposite chair, "but I'll not go nigh her, nor ever see her again, 
by my own will.  She's made our bread bitter to us for all our lives to come, an' 
we shall ne'er hold up our heads i' this parish nor i' any other.  The parson talks 
o' folks pitying us: it's poor amends pity 'ull make us." 

"Pity?" said the grandfather, sharply.  "I ne'er wanted folks's pity i' my life 
afore...an' I mun begin to be looked down on now, an' me turned seventy-two 
last St. Thomas's, an' all th' underbearers and pall-bearers as I'n picked for my 
funeral are i' this parish and the next to 't....It's o' no use now...I mun be ta'en to 
the grave by strangers." 

"Don't fret so, father," said Mrs. Poyser, who had spoken very little, being 
almost overawed by her husband's unusual hardness and decision.  "You'll have 
your children wi' you; an' there's the lads and the little un 'ull grow up in a new 
parish as well as i' th' old un." 

"Ah, there's no staying i' this country for us now," said Mr. Poyser, and the 
hard tears trickled slowly down his round cheeks.  "We thought it 'ud be bad 
luck if the old squire gave us notice this Lady day, but I must gi' notice myself 
now, an' see if there can anybody be got to come an' take to the crops as I'n put i' 
the ground; for I wonna stay upo' that man's land a day longer nor I'm forced 
to't.  An' me, as thought him such a good upright young man, as I should be glad 
when he come to be our landlord.  I'll ne'er lift my hat to him again, nor sit i' the 
same church wi' him...a man as has brought shame on respectable folks...an' 
pretended to be such a friend t' everybody....Poor Adam there...a fine friend he's 
been t' Adam, making speeches an' talking so fine, an' all the while poisoning the 
lad's life, as it's much if he can stay i' this country any more nor we can." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

exceptional: (adj) abnormal, excellent, 
particular, prodigious, extraordinary, 
uncommon, singular, unusual, 
outstanding, unique, superior. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) common, 
ordinary, average, normal, usual, 
poor, abysmal, inferior, 
unexceptional, regular, everyday. 

funeral: (n) entombment, interment, 
sepulture, funeral rite, wake, pyre, 
observance, funeral sermon, funeral 
pile; (adj) sepulchral; (v) bury. 

luck: (n) fortune, fate, accident, 
destiny, hazard, lot, advantage, 
providence, portion, happiness; (n, v) 
chance. ANTONYM: (n) design. 

observe: (n, v) comment, notice, note; 
(v) commemorate, mind, guard, 
mention, mark, see, discover; (int, v) 
look. ANTONYMS: (v) feel, 
disregard, break, overlook, disobey, 
disrespect, Miss, violate. 

poisoning: (n) intoxication, gassing, 
corruption, carbon monoxide  

poisoning, defoedation, 
discoloration, ergotism, caffeinism, 
alkali poisoning, Malathion 
poisoning, cyanide poisoning. 

upright: (adj) perpendicular, erect, 
fair, good, righteous, just, virtuous, 
true, honorable, plumb; (adj, n) 
vertical. ANTONYMS: (adj) prone, 
disreputable, degenerate, hanging, 
unwholesome, dishonest, 
dishonorable, lying, horizontal, 
falling; (adv) horizontally. 
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"An' you t' ha' to go into court, and own you're akin t' her," said the old man.  
"Why, they'll cast it up to the little un, as isn't four 'ear old, some day--they'll cast 
it up t' her as she'd a cousin tried at the 'sizes for murder."%

"It'll be their own wickedness, then," said Mrs. Poyser, with a sob in her voice.  
"But there's One above 'ull take care o' the innicent child, else it's but little truth 
they tell us at church.  It'll be harder nor ever to die an' leave the little uns, an' 
nobody to be a mother to 'em." 

"We'd better ha' sent for Dinah, if we'd known where she is," said Mr. Poyser; 
"but Adam said she'd left no direction where she'd be at Leeds." 

"Why, she'd be wi' that woman as was a friend t' her Aunt Judith," said Mrs. 
Poyser, comforted a little by this suggestion of her husbands.  "I've often heard 
Dinah talk of her, but I can't remember what name she called her by.  But there's 
Seth Bede; he's like enough to know, for she's a preaching woman as the 
Methodists think a deal on." 

"I'll send to Seth," said Mr. Poyser.  "I'll send Alick to tell him to come, or else 
to send up word o' the woman's name, an' thee canst write a letter ready to send 
off to Treddles'on as soon as we can make out a direction." 

"It's poor work writing letters when you want folks to come to you i' trouble," 
said Mrs. Poyser.  "Happen it'll be ever so long on the road, an' never reach her at 
last." 

Before Alick arrived with the message, Lisbeth's thoughts too had already 
flown to Dinah, and she had said to Seth, "Eh, there's no comfort for us i' this 
world any more, wi'out thee couldst get Dinah Morris to come to us, as she did 
when my old man died.  I'd like her to come in an' take me by th' hand again, an' 
talk to me.  She'd tell me the rights on't, belike--she'd happen know some good i' 
all this trouble an' heart-break comin' upo' that poor lad, as ne'er done a bit o' 
wrong in's life, but war better nor anybody else's son, pick the country round.  
Eh, my lad...Adam, my poor lad!" 

"Thee wouldstna like me to leave thee, to go and fetch Dinah?" said Seth, as 
his mother sobbed and rocked herself to and fro. 
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anybody: (adv) any, each; (n, pron) any 
person, a person; (n) everyone, 
somebody, nobody, everybody, 
someone; (pron) whoever. 

comfort: (n, v) ease, allay, support, aid, 
alleviate; (n) consolation, relief, 
amenity, assistance; (adj, n, v) 
assuage; (v) cheer. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discomfort, aggravation, agony; (v) 
alarm, annoy, frighten, afflict, 
aggravate, bother, burden, 
disappoint. 

message: (n) communication, 
information, errand, letter, mission, 
dispatch, statement, word, lesson, 
significance, note. 

nobody: (n) cipher, naught, zero, nil, 
nothing, nonentity, cypher, zip, 
whippersnapper, none; (n, pron) no 
one. ANTONYMS: (n) celebrity, 
notable, somebody; (pron) everyone, 
anyone, everybody. 

pick: (n) alternative, best, option, 
selection, choice; (adj, n) cream, elite; 

(adj, v) select; (v) opt, harvest, gather. 
ANTONYMS: (v) reject, refuse. 

reach: (n, v) fetch, stretch; (adj, v) 
overtake, pass, extend; (v) obtain, 
achieve, make, attain, get; (n) 
compass. ANTONYMS: (v) 
withdraw, differ, fail. 

writing: (n) script, print, composition, 
lettering, document, autograph, 
paper, record, inscription, 
authorship, handwriting. 
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"Fetch her?" said Lisbeth, looking up and pausing from her grief, like a crying 
child who hears some promise of consolation.  "Why, what place is't she's at, do 
they say?" 

"It's a good way off, mother--Leeds, a big town.  But I could be back in three 
days, if thee couldst spare me." 

"Nay, nay, I canna spare thee.  Thee must go an' see thy brother, an' bring me 
word what he's a-doin'.  Mester Irwine said he'd come an' tell me, but I canna 
make out so well what it means when he tells me.  Thee must go thysen, sin' 
Adam wonna let me go to him.  Write a letter to Dinah canstna?  Thee't fond 
enough o' writin' when nobody wants thee." 

"I'm not sure where she'd be i' that big town," said Seth.  "If I'd gone myself, I 
could ha' found out by asking the members o' the Society.  But perhaps if I put 
Sarah Williamson, Methodist preacher, Leeds, o' th' outside, it might get to her; 
for most like she'd be wi' Sarah Williamson." 

Alick came now with the message, and Seth, finding that Mrs. Poyser was 
writing to Dinah, gave up the intention of writing himself; but he went to the 
Hall Farm to tell them all he could suggest about the address of the letter, and 
warn them that there might be some delay in the delivery, from his not knowing 
an exact direction.%

On leaving Lisbeth, Mr. Irwine had gone to Jonathan Burge, who had also a 
claim to be acquainted with what was likely to keep Adam away from business 
for some time; and before six o'clock that evening there were few people in 
Broxton and Hayslope who had not heard the sad news.  Mr. Irwine had not 
mentioned Arthur's name to Burge, and yet the story of his conduct towards 
Hetty, with all the dark shadows cast upon it by its terrible consequences, was 
presently as well known as that his grandfather was dead, and that he was come 
into the estate.  For Martin Poyser felt no motive to keep silence towards the one 
or two neighbours who ventured to come and shake him sorrowfully by the 
hand on the first day of his trouble; and Carroll, who kept his ears open to all 
that passed at the rectory, had framed an inferential version of the story, and 
found early opportunities of communicating it. 
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communicating: (n) communication, 
intercommunication, suasion, 
expression, transmission, 
examination, intercourse, 
dramaturgy; (v) communicate; (adj) 
communicant, dramaturgic. 

exact: (adj, n) correct; (v) demand, 
claim, command, ask; (n, v) require; 
(adj, v) close, direct; (adj) precise, 
detailed, faithful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wrong, vague, imprecise, 
approximate, inexact, rough, careless, 

thoughtless, indeterminate; (v) 
tender, give. 

hears: (v) hear. 
inferential: (adj, v) deducible; (adj) 

deductive, implied, constructive, 
connotative, circumstantial, 
conclusive; (v) consectary, 
consequential, indirect, crooked. 

motive: (n, v) cause; (n) account, 
incentive, impulse, inducement, 
motif, motivation, incitement, reason, 
subject; (v) aim. ANTONYM: (n)  

disincentive. 
sorrowfully: (adv) dolefully, 

mournfully, gloomily, woefully, 
unhappily, sorrily, ruefully, 
dejectedly, grievously, forlornly, 
contritely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
happily, unrepentantly, joyfully, 
cheerfully. 

warn: (v) counsel, caution, admonish, 
advise, inform, alert, threaten, exhort, 
forewarn, tell, notify. ANTONYM: (v) 
protect. 
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One of those neighbours who came to Martin Poyser and shook him by the 
hand without speaking for some minutes was Bartle Massey.  He had shut up his 
school, and was on his way to the rectory, where he arrived about half-past 
seven in the evening, and, sending his duty to Mr. Irwine, begged pardon for 
troubling him at that hour, but had something particular on his mind.  He was 
shown into the study, where Mr. Irwine soon joined him.%

"Well, Bartle?" said Mr. Irwine, putting out his hand.  That was not his usual 
way of saluting the schoolmaster, but trouble makes us treat all who feel with us 
very much alike.  "Sit down." 

"You know what I'm come about as well as I do, sir, I daresay," said Bartle. 
"You wish to know the truth about the sad news that has reached you...about 

Hetty Sorrel?" 
"Nay, sir, what I wish to know is about Adam Bede.  I understand you left 

him at Stoniton, and I beg the favour of you to tell me what's the state of the poor 
lad's mind, and what he means to do.  For as for that bit o' pink-and-white 
they've taken the trouble to put in jail, I don't value her a rotten nut--not a rotten 
nut-- only for the harm or good that may come out of her to an honest man--a lad 
I've set such store by--trusted to, that he'd make my bit o' knowledge go a good 
way in the world....Why, sir, he's the only scholar I've had in this stupid country 
that ever had the will or the head-piece for mathematics.  If he hadn't had so 
much hard work to do, poor fellow, he might have gone into the higher 
branches, and then this might never have happened--might never have 
happened." 

Bartle was heated by the exertion of walking fast in an agitated frame of 
mind, and was not able to check himself on this first occasion of venting his 
feelings.  But he paused now to rub his moist forehead, and probably his moist 
eyes also. 

"You'll excuse me, sir," he said, when this pause had given him time to reflect, 
"for running on in this way about my own feelings, like that foolish dog of mine 
howling in a storm, when there's nobody wants to listen to me.  I came to hear 
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heated: (adj) fierce, burning, excited, 
ardent, fevered, passionate, hot, 
furious, fiery, fervent; (v) heat. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, cooled, 
mild, apathetic, quiet, impassive. 

howling: (n) howl, cry; (adj) fierce, 
fantastic, gross, glaring, marvelous, 
wonderful, wondrous; (adj, n) 
weeping, sniveling. 

mathematics: (n) arithmetic, maths, 
science, mathesis, calculation, 
applied mathematics, sums, applied  

math, liberal arts. 
moist: (adj) damp, wet, muggy, 

clammy, dank, damps, dampish, 
soggy, soppy, wettish, moisture. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dry, limp, fresh. 

rotten: (adj, v) decayed, musty; (adj) 
foul, poor, fetid, lousy, putrid, off, ill, 
shabby, wretched. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
fresh, superior, unrotten, good, 
incorruptible, honest, lovely, fair, 
great, respectful. 

scholar: (n) learner, academic, student, 

pundit, apprentice, intellectual, brain, 
exhibitioner, academician, professor, 
disciple. ANTONYM: (n) teacher. 

troubling: (adj) worrying, disquieting, 
distressing, distressful, disconcerting, 
alarming, perturbing, bad, annoying, 
sad, worrisome. ANTONYM: (adj) 
reassuring. 

venting: (n) discharge, run, release, 
firing, sack, sacking, firing off, 
electric arc, spark, expelling; (adj) 
vocal. 

 



Adam Bede 466

you speak, not to talk myself--if you'll take the trouble to tell me what the poor 
lad's doing."%

"Don't put yourself under any restraint, Bartle," said Mr. Irwine.  "The fact is, 
I'm very much in the same condition as you just now; I've a great deal that's 
painful on my mind, and I find it hard work to be quite silent about my own 
feelings and only attend to others.  I share your concern for Adam, though he is 
not the only one whose sufferings I care for in this affair.  He intends to remain 
at Stoniton till after the trial: it will come on probably a week to-morrow.  He has 
taken a room there, and I encouraged him to do so, because I think it better he 
should be away from his own home at present; and, poor fellow, he still believes 
Hetty is innocent--he wants to summon up courage to see her if he can; he is 
unwilling to leave the spot where she is." 

"Do you think the creatur's guilty, then?" said Bartle.  "Do you think they'll 
hang her?" 

"I'm afraid it will go hard with her.  The evidence is very strong.  And one 
bad symptom is that she denies everything--denies that she has had a child in the 
face of the most positive evidence.  I saw her myself, and she was obstinately 
silent to me; she shrank up like a frightened animal when she saw me.  I was 
never so shocked in my life as at the change in her.  But I trust that, in the worst 
case, we may obtain a pardon for the sake of the innocent who are involved." 

"Stuff and nonsense!" said Bartle, forgetting in his irritation to whom he was 
speaking.  "I beg your pardon, sir, I mean it's stuff and nonsense for the innocent 
to care about her being hanged.  For my own part, I think the sooner such 
women are put out o' the world the better; and the men that help 'em to do 
mischief had better go along with 'em for that matter.  What good will you do by 
keeping such vermin alive, eating the victual that 'ud feed rational beings?  But if 
Adam's fool enough to care about it, I don't want him to suffer more than's 
needful....Is he very much cut up, poor fellow?" Bartle added, taking out his 
spectacles and putting them on, as if they would assist his imagination. 

"Yes, I'm afraid the grief cuts very deep," said Mr. Irwine.  "He looks terribly 
shattered, and a certain violence came over him now and then yesterday, which 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

affair: (n) occurrence, event, business, 
concern, occasion, job, topic, duty, 
subject, amour, thing. 

irritation: (n) exasperation, anger, 
annoyance, displeasure, bother, 
excitation, temper, excitement, 
irritability, vexation, annoying. 
ANTONYMS: (n) satisfaction, balm, 
calm, calmness, equanimity, patience.

restraint: (n) bridle, reserve, 
moderation, modesty, constraint, 
control, restriction, curb; (n, v)  

hindrance, check, limit. 
ANTONYMS: (n) excess, abandon, 
incentive, decadence, freedom, 
unrestraint, depravity, disorderliness, 
indulgence, expression, incitement. 

summon: (v) assemble, convene, 
demand, ask, invoke, evoke, invite, 
muster, page, rally, convoke. 
ANTONYM: (v) disband. 

symptom: (n) indication, note, mark, 
evidence, manifestation, token, 
signal, characteristic, omen,  

Trousseau's sign, ague. 
terribly: (adv) horribly, awfully, 

terrifically, very, badly, awful, 
appallingly, atrociously, terrificly; 
(adj, adv) frightfully, shockingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wonderfully, 
slightly, superbly, fortunately, 
happily, laudably, little, marvelously, 
pleasantly, hardly, honorably. 

vermin: (n) bug, varmint, louse, trash, 
pest, brute, varment, scum, riffraff, 
ragtag and bobtail, rabble. 
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made me wish I could have remained near him.  But I shall go to Stoniton again 
to-morrow, and I have confidence enough in the strength of Adam's principle to 
trust that he will be able to endure the worst without being driven to anything 
rash." 

Mr. Irwine, who was involuntarily uttering his own thoughts rather than 
addressing Bartle Massey in the last sentence, had in his mind the possibility that 
the spirit of vengeance to-wards Arthur, which was the form Adam's anguish 
was continually taking, might make him seek an encounter that was likely to 
end more fatally than the one in the Grove.  This possibility heightened the 
anxiety with which he looked forward to Arthur's arrival.  But Bartle thought Mr. 
Irwine was referring to suicide, and his face wore a new alarm.%

"I'll tell you what I have in my head, sir," he said, "and I hope you'll approve 
of it.  I'm going to shut up my school--if the scholars come, they must go back 
again, that's all--and I shall go to Stoniton and look after Adam till this business 
is over.  I'll pretend I'm come to look on at the assizes; he can't object to that.  
What do you think about it, sir?" 

"Well," said Mr. Irwine, rather hesitatingly, "there would be some real 
advantages in that...and I honour you for your friendship towards him, Bartle.  
But...you must be careful what you say to him, you know.  I'm afraid you have 
too little fellow-feeling in what you consider his weakness about Hetty." 

"Trust to me, sir--trust to me.  I know what you mean.  I've been a fool myself 
in my time, but that's between you and me.  I shan't thrust myself on him only 
keep my eye on him, and see that he gets some good food, and put in a word 
here and there." 

"Then," said Mr. Irwine, reassured a little as to Bartle's discretion, "I think 
you'll be doing a good deed; and it will be well for you to let Adam's mother and 
brother know that you're going." 

"Yes, sir, yes," said Bartle, rising, and taking off his spectacles, "I'll do that, I'll 
do that; though the mother's a whimpering thing--I don't like to come within 
earshot of her; however, she's a straight-backed, clean woman, none of your 
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approve: (v) adopt, allow, accept, 
acknowledge, ratify, let, agree, 
endorse, admit, support, applaud. 
ANTONYMS: (v) condemn, censure, 
disapprove, veto, forbid, invalidate, 
disallow, disrespect, deny, desecrate, 
oppose. 

continually: (adv) perpetually, 
ceaselessly, incessantly, endlessly, 
unceasingly, continuously, 
persistently, eternally, steadily, 
frequently; (adj, adv) always.  

ANTONYMS: (adv) acutely, 
infrequently, spasmodically, 
sporadically. 

earshot: (n) earreach, audience, 
auditory modality, stone's throw, 
audition, auditory sense, range; (n, v) 
sound. 

fatally: (adv) lethally, fatefully, 
perniciously, disastrously, 
destructively, terminally, deadly, 
pestilently, killingly, calamitously; 
(adj, adv) dangerously. 

pretend: (adv, v) assume; (adj, v) sham, 
counterfeit, fake, play; (v) 
dissimulate, dissemble, make believe, 
imagine, affect, act. ANTONYMS: 
(adj, v) real; (adj) genuine, natural, 
sincere. 

reassured: (adj) hopeful, reinsured, 
secure, confident. 

suicide: (n) harikari, killer, suttee, 
putting to death, Juggernaut, assisted 
suicide, slayer; (adj) suicidal. 
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slatterns.  I wish you good-bye, sir, and thank you for the time you've spared me.  
You're everybody's friend in this business-- everybody's friend.  It's a heavy 
weight you've got on your shoulders."%

"Good-bye, Bartle, till we meet at Stoniton, as I daresay we shall." 
Bartle hurried away from the rectory, evading Carroll's conversational 

advances, and saying in an exasperated tone to Vixen, whose short legs pattered 
beside him on the gravel, "Now, I shall be obliged to take you with me, you 
good-for-nothing woman.  You'd go fretting yourself to death if I left you--you 
know you would, and perhaps get snapped up by some tramp.  And you'll be 
running into bad company, I expect, putting your nose in every hole and corner 
where you've no business!  But if you do anything disgraceful, I'll disown you--
mind that, madam, mind that!" 
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advances: (v) access, approach. 
conversational: (adj) chatty, 

conversable, communicative, 
companionable, informal, garrulous, 
sociable, voluble, clubbable, talkative, 
interlocutory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
taciturn, written, reticent. 

disgraceful: (adj) dishonorable, 
scandalous, shocking, degrading, 
disreputable, infamous, base, 
ignominious, outrageous, black, 
ignoble. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

admirable, honorable, reputable, 
exalted, commendable, respectable, 
noble, glorious. 

disown: (v) disavow, disinherit, 
abandon, renounce, disclaim, forsake, 
refuse, recant, repudiate, retract, 
disallow. ANTONYMS: (v) bequeath, 
accept, avow, adopt, admit, claim. 

evading: (n) avoidance, escaping, 
dodging; (v) evade; (adj) intangible, 
fugitive. 

exasperated: (adj) incensed, annoyed,  

enraged, angered, indignant, mad, 
irate, irritated, cheesed off, testy; (adj, 
prep) provoked. ANTONYM: (adj) 
pleased. 

good-for-nothing: (adj) worthless, 
feckless, pointless, asinine, unworthy; 
(n) loafer, do-nothing, rascal, rotter, 
cur, trash. 

madam: (n) dame, lady, ma'am, 
gentlewoman, missis, Mrs, brothel 
keeper, madames, signora, female, 
bawd. 
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CHAPTER  XL I  

 
THE  EVE  OF  THE  TR IAL  

 
 

An upper room in a dull Stoniton street, with two beds in it--one laid on the 
floor.  It is ten o'clock on Thursday night, and the dark wall opposite the window 
shuts out the moonlight that might have struggled with the light of the one dip 
candle by which Bartle Massey is pretending to read, while he is really looking 
over his spectacles at Adam Bede, seated near the dark window.%

You would hardly have known it was Adam without being told.  His face has 
got thinner this last week: he has the sunken eyes, the neglected beard of a man 
just risen from a sick-bed.  His heavy black hair hangs over his forehead, and 
there is no active impulse in him which inclines him to push it off, that he may be 
more awake to what is around him.  He has one arm over the back of the chair, 
and he seems to be looking down at his clasped hands.  He is roused by a knock 
at the door. 

"There he is," said Bartle Massey, rising hastily and unfastening the door.  It 
was Mr. Irwine. 

Adam rose from his chair with instinctive respect, as Mr. Irwine approached 
him and took his hand. 
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beard: (v) defy, dare; (adj, v) brave; 
(adj, n) hair; (n) whiskers, moustache, 
sloven, facial hair; (n, v) camouflage, 
disguise, mask. ANTONYM: (n) 
shaven. 

dull: (adj) dreary, dense, sluggish, 
dismal, slack, torpid; (adj, v) blunt, 
stupid; (v) deaden, dampen; (adj, n) 
cold. ANTONYMS: (adj) lively, 
sharp, stimulating, exciting, lustrous, 
interesting, exhilarating, varied, 
glossy, glittery, luminous. 

knock: (n, v) hit, blow, bang, bump, 
tap, strike, whack, bash, punch, cuff; 
(n) crash. ANTONYMS: (n) 
improvement, boost; (v) encourage, 
bolster, approve. 

pretending: (n, v) pretense; (n) 
affectation, appearance, acting, 
pretence, mannerism, dissembling, 
pretension, deception, deceit; (adv) 
pretendingly. 

rising: (n) revolt, rebellion, mutiny, 
ascent, ascension, climb, rise,  

outbreak, insurrection; (adj) climbing, 
uphill. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
plummeting, plunging, decreasing, 
falling, setting, downward, content; 
(n) fall. 

thinner: (n) dilutant, solvent, reducer, 
rarefied, phenylic acid, phenol, 
propanone, perchloromethane, 
resolvent, oxybenzene, 
methylbenzene. 

unfastening: (n) loosening, untying. 
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"I'm late, Adam," he said, sitting down on the chair which Bartle placed for 
him, "but I was later in setting off from Broxton than I intended to be, and I have 
been incessantly occupied since I arrived.  I have done everything now, however-
-everything that can be done to-night, at least.  Let us all sit down." 

Adam took his chair again mechanically, and Bartle, for whom there was no 
chair remaining, sat on the bed in the background.%

"Have you seen her, sir?" said Adam tremulously. 
"Yes, Adam; I and the chaplain have both been with her this evening." 
"Did you ask her, sir...did you say anything about me?" 
"Yes," said Mr. Irwine, with some hesitation, "I spoke of you.  I said you 

wished to see her before the trial, if she consented." 
As Mr. Irwine paused, Adam looked at him with eager, questioning eyes. 
"You know she shrinks from seeing any one, Adam.  It is not only you--some 

fatal influence seems to have shut up her heart against her fellow-creatures.  She 
has scarcely said anything more than 'No' either to me or the chaplain.  Three or 
four days ago, before you were mentioned to her, when I asked her if there was 
any one of her family whom she would like to see--to whom she could open her 
mind--she said, with a violent shudder, 'Tell them not to come near me--I won't 
see any of them.'" 

Adam's head was hanging down again, and he did not speak.  There was 
silence for a few minutes, and then Mr. Irwine said, "I don't like to advise you 
against your own feelings, Adam, if they now urge you strongly to go and see 
her to-morrow morning, even without her consent.  It is just possible, 
notwithstanding appearances to the contrary, that the interview might affect her 
favourably.  But I grieve to say I have scarcely any hope of that.  She didn't seem 
agitated when I mentioned your name; she only said 'No,' in the same cold, 
obstinate way as usual.  And if the meeting had no good effect on her, it would 
be pure, useless suffering to you--severe suffering, I fear.  She is very much 
changed..." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

appearances: (n) show, semblance, 
outlook, indicia. 

chaplain: (n) clergyman, parson, 
rector, minister, chaplaincy, 
chaplainship, vicar, padre, sky pilot, 
reverend, curate. 

contrary: (adj, n) contradictory, 
reverse; (adj) adverse, conflicting, 
unfavorable, perverse, cross, 
disobedient, alien, different, 
obstinate. ANTONYMS: (adj) similar, 
harmonious, helpful, obliging,  

compatible, complaisant, concordant, 
parallel, agreeable, cooperative, 
favorable. 

favourably: (adv) advantageously, 
well. 

mechanically: (adv) mechanistically, 
instinctively, routinely, involuntarily, 
industrially, unconsciously, 
automaticly, intuitively, impulsively, 
technically, technologically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) manually, 
consciously. 

shudder: (adj, n, v) shake, quake, 
tremble; (n, v) quiver, twitch, thrill; 
(n) quivering, shivering, chill, frisson; 
(v) flutter. 

urge: (v) push, press, advocate, 
persuade, impel, induce; (n, v) spur, 
drive, force; (n) impulse; (adj, v) 
incite. ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, hate, 
aversion, disinclination; (v) dissuade, 
oppose, demand, prevent, restrain. 
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Adam started up from his chair and seized his hat, which lay on the table.  
But he stood still then, and looked at Mr. Irwine, as if he had a question to ask 
which it was yet difficult to utter.  Bartle Massey rose quietly, turned the key in 
the door, and put it in his pocket.%

"Is he come back?" said Adam at last. 
"No, he is not," said Mr. Irwine, quietly.  "Lay down your hat, Adam, unless 

you like to walk out with me for a little fresh air.  I fear you have not been out 
again to-day." 

"You needn't deceive me, sir," said Adam, looking hard at Mr. Irwine and 
speaking in a tone of angry suspicion.  "You needn't be afraid of me.  I only want 
justice.  I want him to feel what she feels.  It's his work...she was a child as it 'ud 
ha' gone t' anybody's heart to look at...I don't care what she's done...it was him 
brought her to it.  And he shall know it...he shall feel it...if there's a just God, he 
shall feel what it is t' ha' brought a child like her to sin and misery." 

"I'm not deceiving you, Adam," said Mr. Irwine.  "Arthur Donnithorne is not 
come back--was not come back when I left.  I have left a letter for him: he will 
know all as soon as he arrives." 

"But you don't mind about it," said Adam indignantly.  "You think it doesn't 
matter as she lies there in shame and misery, and he knows nothing about it--he 
suffers nothing." 

"Adam, he will know--he will suffer, long and bitterly.  He has a heart and a 
conscience: I can't be entirely deceived in his character.  I am convinced--I am 
sure he didn't fall under temptation without a struggle.  He may be weak, but he 
is not callous, not coldly selfish.  I am persuaded that this will be a shock of 
which he will feel the effects all his life.  Why do you crave vengeance in this 
way?  No amount of torture that you could inflict on him could benefit her." 

"No--O God, no," Adam groaned out, sinking on his chair again; "but then, 
that's the deepest curse of all...that's what makes the blackness of it...it can never 
be undone.  My poor Hetty...she can never be my sweet Hetty again...the prettiest 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

callous: (adj) heartless, insensible, 
relentless, cruel, brutal, obdurate, 
hard, hardened, hardhearted, 
indifferent, insensitive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) caring, merciful, compassionate, 
sensitive, sympathetic, tender, nice, 
thoughtful, affectionate, concerned, 
flattering. 

crave: (v) covet, ask, want, beseech, 
implore, wish, long, entreat, desire, 
fancy, claim. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dislike, spurn, loathe, hate, detest,  

grant. 
curse: (n, v) blight, plague; (n) 

anathema, blasphemy, malediction, 
denunciation; (adj, v) beshrew; (v) 
swear, ban, damn, vituperate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, 
benediction, making; (v) 
communicate. 

deepest: (adj) inmost, center, cordial, 
earnest, genuine, hearty, warm, 
sincere, innermost. ANTONYM: (adj) 
outermost. 

sinking: (n) sinkage, settling, fall, 
descent, foundering, depression, 
immersion, submersion, 
submergence; (v) decrease, decline. 
ANTONYM: (adj) rising. 

torture: (n, v) pain, distress, agonize, 
afflict; (n) agony, anguish, suffering, 
excruciation, grief; (v) rack, 
excruciate. ANTONYMS: (n) relief, 
alleviation, content, ecstasy, joy, 
pleasure; (v) relieve, alleviate. 
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thing God had made-- smiling up at me...I thought she loved me...and was 
good..."%

Adam's voice had been gradually sinking into a hoarse undertone, as if he 
were only talking to himself; but now he said abruptly, looking at Mr. Irwine, 
"But she isn't as guilty as they say?  You don't think she is, sir?  She can't ha' done 
it." 

"That perhaps can never be known with certainty, Adam," Mr. Irwine 
answered gently.  "In these cases we sometimes form our judgment on what 
seems to us strong evidence, and yet, for want of knowing some small fact, our 
judgment is wrong.  But suppose the worst: you have no right to say that the 
guilt of her crime lies with him, and that he ought to bear the punishment.  It is 
not for us men to apportion the shares of moral guilt and retribution.  We find it 
impossible to avoid mistakes even in determining who has committed a single 
criminal act, and the problem how far a man is to be held responsible for the 
unforeseen consequences of his own deed is one that might well make us 
tremble to look into it.  The evil consequences that may lie folded in a single act 
of selfish indulgence is a thought so awful that it ought surely to awaken some 
feeling less presumptuous than a rash desire to punish.  You have a mind that 
can understand this fully, Adam, when you are calm.  Don't suppose I can't enter 
into the anguish that drives you into this state of revengeful hatred.  But think of 
this: if you were to obey your passion--for it is passion, and you deceive yourself 
in calling it justice--it might be with you precisely as it has been with Arthur; 
nay, worse; your passion might lead you yourself into a horrible crime." 

"No--not worse," said Adam, bitterly; "I don't believe it's worse-- I'd sooner 
do it--I'd sooner do a wickedness as I could suffer for by myself than ha' brought 
her to do wickedness and then stand by and see 'em punish her while they let me 
alone; and all for a bit o' pleasure, as, if he'd had a man's heart in him, he'd ha' 
cut his hand off sooner than he'd ha' taken it.  What if he didn't foresee what's 
happened?  He foresaw enough; he'd no right to expect anything but harm and 
shame to her.  And then he wanted to smooth it off wi' lies.  No--there's plenty o' 
things folks are hanged for not half so hateful as that.  Let a man do what he will, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

apportion: (v) allocate, assign, 
distribute, share, administer, award, 
dispense, deal, ration, portion out, 
divide. ANTONYMS: (v) hold, 
collect, assemble, keep. 

foresaw: (v) foresee. 
indulgence: (adj, n) gratification, 

delight; (n) allowance, extravagance, 
debauchery, hobby, tolerance, 
luxury, enjoyment, leniency, pardon. 
ANTONYMS: (n) denial, virtue, 
intolerance, uprightness, necessity,  

indifference, dismay, severity. 
presumptuous: (adj) arrogant, 

audacious, forward, assuming, 
insolent, impertinent, assumptive, 
familiar, haughty, proud; (adj, n) 
bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) respectful, 
shy, timid, humble, modest. 

retribution: (n) reprisal, judgment, 
penalty, punishment, requital, 
repayment, recompense, reward, 
revenge, retaliation, restitution. 
ANTONYM: (n) reward. 

revengeful: (adj) vengeful, vindictive, 
punitive, unforgiving, vindicative, 
resentful, despiteful, spiteful, 
implacable, rancorous, vengeable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) charitable. 

unforeseen: (adj, v) unexpected, 
unanticipated, unlooked for; (adj) 
sudden, accidental, contingent, 
casual, surprising, chance, incidental; 
(adj, adv) out of the blue. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) predicted, 
expected, direct. 
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if he knows he's to bear the punishment himself, he isn't half so bad as a mean 
selfish coward as makes things easy t' himself and knows all the while the 
punishment 'll fall on somebody else."%

"There again you partly deceive yourself, Adam.  There is no sort of wrong 
deed of which a man can bear the punishment alone; you can't isolate yourself 
and say that the evil which is in you shall not spread.  Men's lives are as 
thoroughly blended with each other as the air they breathe: evil spreads as 
necessarily as disease.  I know, I feel the terrible extent of suffering this sin of 
Arthur's has caused to others; but so does every sin cause suffering to others 
besides those who commit it.  An act of vengeance on your part against Arthur 
would simply be another evil added to those we are suffering under: you could 
not bear the punishment alone; you would entail the worst sorrows on every one 
who loves you.  You would have committed an act of blind fury that would leave 
all the present evils just as they were and add worse evils to them.  You may tell 
me that you meditate no fatal act of vengeance, but the feeling in your mind is 
what gives birth to such actions, and as long as you indulge it, as long as you do 
not see that to fix your mind on Arthur's punishment is revenge, and not justice, 
you are in danger of being led on to the commission of some great wrong.  
Remember what you told me about your feelings after you had given that blow 
to Arthur in the Grove." 

Adam was silent: the last words had called up a vivid image of the past, and 
Mr. Irwine left him to his thoughts, while he spoke to Bartle Massey about old 
Mr. Donnithorne's funeral and other matters of an indifferent kind.  But at length 
Adam turned round and said, in a more subdued tone, "I've not asked about 'em 
at th' Hall Farm, sir.  Is Mr. Poyser coming?" 

"He is come; he is in Stoniton to-night.  But I could not advise him to see you, 
Adam.  His own mind is in a very perturbed state, and it is best he should not 
see you till you are calmer." 

"Is Dinah Morris come to 'em, sir?  Seth said they'd sent for her." 
"No.  Mr. Poyser tells me she was not come when he left.  They're afraid the 

letter has not reached her.  It seems they had no exact address." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

coward: (n) cur, pantywaist, sneak, 
dastard, milksop, weakling, 
milquetoast; (adj) gutless, 
chickenhearted, pusillanimous, 
chicken-hearted. ANTONYMS: (n) 
daredevil, stalwart; (adj) brave. 

entail: (v) imply, involve, demand, 
mean, need, induce, evoke, implicate, 
require, to bar an entail, draw down. 

isolate: (v) cut off, detach, divide, 
maroon, sequester, dissociate, 
abstract, disunite, set apart, separate, 

segregate. ANTONYMS: (v) expose, 
involve, attach, unite. 

meditate: (n, v) muse; (v) contemplate, 
consider, cogitate, reflect, speculate, 
wonder, ruminate, ponder, think, 
bethink. 

perturbed: (adj) disturbed, agitated, 
hot and bothered, confused, uneasy, 
concerned, worried, unsettled, 
troubled, upset, distraught. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) untroubled, 
relaxed. 

selfish: (adj) mean, greedy, mercenary, 
egotistical, egotistic, egoistic, self-
interested, stingy, egocentric, self-
centered, covetous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) selfless, altruistic, generous, 
altruism, considerate, philanthropic, 
thoughtful, constructive, concerned, 
abstemious, kind. 

tone: (n) note, accent, timbre, spirit, 
tinge, shade, air, sound, tint, manner; 
(n, v) color. ANTONYMS: (n) 
atonicity, flaccidity; (v) jar. 
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Adam sat ruminating a little while, and then said, "I wonder if Dinah 'ud ha' 
gone to see her.  But perhaps the Poysers would ha' been sorely against it, since 
they won't come nigh her themselves.  But I think she would, for the Methodists 
are great folks for going into the prisons; and Seth said he thought she would.  
She'd a very tender way with her, Dinah had; I wonder if she could ha' done any 
good.  You never saw her, sir, did you?" 

"Yes, I did.  I had a conversation with her--she pleased me a good deal.  And 
now you mention it, I wish she would come, for it is possible that a gentle mild 
woman like her might move Hetty to open her heart.  The jail chaplain is rather 
harsh in his manner." 

"But it's o' no use if she doesn't come," said Adam sadly.%

"If I'd thought of it earlier, I would have taken some measures for finding her 
out," said Mr. Irwine, "but it's too late now, I fear...Well, Adam, I must go now.  
Try to get some rest to-night.  God bless you.  I'll see you early to-morrow 
morning." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

finding: (n) detection, judgment, 
determination, discovery, verdict, 
ruling, breakthrough, resolution, 
doom, decree, find. 

harsh: (adj, v) sharp, bitter; (adj, n) 
grating, coarse, austere, discordant; 
(adj) grim, cruel, crude, unkind, stern. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, soft, 
harmonious, pleasant, lenient, kind, 
melodious, sweet, mild, lush, 
friendly. 

jail: (v) imprison, incarcerate, confine, 

detain, immure; (n) prison, cell, clink, 
hoosegow; (n, v) cage, jug. 
ANTONYMS: (v) acquit, free, 
liberate; (n) freedom. 

mention: (n, v) comment, name, 
remark, call, hint; (v) cite, observe, 
commend; (n) allusion, citation, 
reference. ANTONYM: (v) conceal. 

pleased: (adj) contented, glad, 
delighted, content, joyful, thankful, 
gratified, appreciative, overjoyed, 
cheerful; (adj, v) elated. ANTONYMS: 

(adj) unhappy, annoyed, angry, 
worried, ashamed, disappointed, 
frustrated, sad, unsatisfied, 
ungrateful, uncomplimentary. 

ruminating: (adj) pensive, ruminal, 
ruminant; (n) abstraction. 

sorely: (adv) severely, tenderly, madly, 
very, greatly, highly, most, 
distressingly, extremely, hard, 
sensitively. 
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CHAPTER  % XL I I  

 
THE  MORNING  OF  THE  TR IAL  

 
 

At one o'clock the next day, Adam was alone in his dull upper room; his 
watch lay before him on the table, as if he were counting the long minutes.  He 
had no knowledge of what was likely to be said by the witnesses on the trial, for 
he had shrunk from all the particulars connected with Hetty's arrest and 
accusation.  This brave active man, who would have hastened towards any 
danger or toil to rescue Hetty from an apprehended wrong or misfortune, felt 
himself powerless to contemplate irremediable evil and suffering.  The 
susceptibility which would have been an impelling force where there was any 
possibility of action became helpless anguish when he was obliged to be passive, 
or else sought an active outlet in the thought of inflicting justice on Arthur.  
Energetic natures, strong for all strenuous deeds, will often rush away from a 
hopeless sufferer, as if they were hard-hearted.  It is the overmastering sense of 
pain that drives them.  They shrink by an ungovernable instinct, as they would 
shrink from laceration.  Adam had brought himself to think of seeing Hetty, if 
she would consent to see him, because he thought the meeting might possibly be 
a good to her--might help to melt away this terrible hardness they told him of.  If 
she saw he bore her no ill will for what she had done to him, she might open her 
heart to him.  But this resolution had been an immense effort--he trembled at the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

accusation: (n) complaint, charge, 
accusal, blame, allegation, 
condemnation, insinuation, 
denunciation, indictment, 
inculpation, impeachment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) exoneration, 
argument, compliment. 

apprehended: (adj) arrested, seized, 
understood, under arrest, in custody, 
detained, appreciated, 
comprehended. 

hard-hearted: (adj) remorseless,  

ruthless, unkind, obdurate, pitiless, 
heartless, merciless, unaffected, 
unconcerned, uninterested, cold-
blooded. 

impelling: (adj) communicating force, 
driving, impellent, effective, active, 
efficacious, exciting, moving, 
persuasive, urgent; (n) constraint. 

laceration: (n) cut, gash, injury, 
wound, tear, scratch, torture, pain, 
slit, lesion, tearing. 

overmastering: (adj) deeply felt, deep, 

lowly, profound. 
strenuous: (adj) arduous, energetic, 

hard, grueling, active, keen, tough, 
eager, dynamic, forward, difficult. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, 
undemanding, refreshing, effortless, 
feeble, light. 

ungovernable: (adj) unruly, 
uncontrollable, irrepressible, 
intractable, licentious, violent, wild, 
indocile, uncontrolled, turbulent; (adj, 
v) headstrong. 

 



Adam Bede 476

thought of seeing her changed face, as a timid woman trembles at the thought of 
the surgeon's knife, and he chose now to bear the long hours of suspense rather 
than encounter what seemed to him the more intolerable agony of witnessing her 
trial.%

Deep unspeakable suffering may well be called a baptism, a regeneration, 
the initiation into a new state.  The yearning memories, the bitter regret, the 
agonized sympathy, the struggling appeals to the Invisible Right--all the intense 
emotions which had filled the days and nights of the past week, and were 
compressing themselves again like an eager crowd into the hours of this single 
morning, made Adam look back on all the previous years as if they had been a 
dim sleepy existence, and he had only now awaked to full consciousness.  It 
seemed to him as if he had always before thought it a light thing that men should 
suffer, as if all that he had himself endured and called sorrow before was only a 
moment's stroke that had never left a bruise.  Doubtless a great anguish may do 
the work of years, and we may come out from that baptism of fire with a soul full 
of new awe and new pity. 

"O God," Adam groaned, as he leaned on the table and looked blankly at the 
face of the watch, "and men have suffered like this before...and poor helpless 
young things have suffered like her....Such a little while ago looking so happy 
and so pretty...kissing 'em all, her grandfather and all of 'em, and they wishing 
her luck....O my poor, poor Hetty...dost think on it now?" 

Adam started and looked round towards the door.  Vixen had begun to 
whimper, and there was a sound of a stick and a lame walk on the stairs.  It was 
Bartle Massey come back.  Could it be all over? 

Bartle entered quietly, and, going up to Adam, grasped his hand and said, 
"I'm just come to look at you, my boy, for the folks are gone out of court for a 
bit." 

Adam's heart beat so violently he was unable to speak--he could only return 
the pressure of his friend's hand--and Bartle, drawing up the other chair, came 
and sat in front of him, taking off his hat and his spectacles. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

agonized: (adj) distressed, painful, 
woeful, tormented, suffering, 
miserable, hurt. 

agony: (n) torture, suffering, torment, 
distress, misery, passion, pain, grief, 
pang, sorrow, throe. ANTONYMS: 
(n) pleasure, joy, euphoria, bliss, 
happiness, ecstasy, peace, content. 

baptism: (n) affusion, aspersion, 
chrism, sacrament, immersion, 
designation, entrance, introduction, 
initiation, blessing; (v) baptize. 

chose: (v) choose, opt, decide; (n) 
thing. 

initiation: (n) inception, 
commencement, beginning, 
inauguration, foundation, induction, 
opening, origination, start, 
introduction, launch. ANTONYMS: 
(n) finish, departure, completion, 
suppression, culmination. 

regeneration: (n) rebirth, renovation, 
revitalization, palingenesis, 
resurgence, regeneracy, renaissance, 

new edition, inspiration; (adj, n) 
sanctification; (adj) adoption. 
ANTONYMS: (n) decline, 
deterioration. 

whimper: (n, v) cry, wail, moan, 
groan, sigh; (v) sob, weep, howl, 
snivel, pule, blubber. ANTONYM: (v) 
laugh. 

wishing: (n) wish, want, velleity, 
option, need, privation, lack, 
deprivation, deficiency, choice; (adj) 
desirous. 
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"That's a thing never happened to me before," he observed, "to go out o' the 
door with my spectacles on.  I clean forgot to take 'em off." 

The old man made this trivial remark, thinking it better not to respond at all 
to Adam's agitation: he would gather, in an indirect way, that there was nothing 
decisive to communicate at present.%

"And now," he said, rising again, "I must see to your having a bit of the loaf, 
and some of that wine Mr. Irwine sent this morning.  He'll be angry with me if 
you don't have it.  Come, now," he went on, bringing forward the bottle and the 
loaf and pouring some wine into a cup, "I must have a bit and a sup myself.  
Drink a drop with me, my lad--drink with me." 

Adam pushed the cup gently away and said, entreatingly, "Tell me about it, 
Mr. Massey--tell me all about it.  Was she there?  Have they begun?" 

"Yes, my boy, yes--it's taken all the time since I first went; but they're slow, 
they're slow; and there's the counsel they've got for her puts a spoke in the wheel 
whenever he can, and makes a deal to do with cross-examining the witnesses 
and quarrelling with the other lawyers.  That's all he can do for the money they 
give him; and it's a big sum--it's a big sum.  But he's a 'cute fellow, with an eye 
that 'ud pick the needles out of the hay in no time.  If a man had got no feelings, 
it 'ud be as good as a demonstration to listen to what goes on in court; but a 
tender heart makes one stupid.  I'd have given up figures for ever only to have 
had some good news to bring to you, my poor lad." 

"But does it seem to be going against her?" said Adam.  "Tell me what they've 
said.  I must know it now--I must know what they have to bring against her." 

"Why, the chief evidence yet has been the doctors; all but Martin Poyser--
poor Martin.  Everybody in court felt for him--it was like one sob, the sound they 
made when he came down again.  The worst was when they told him to look at 
the prisoner at the bar.  It was hard work, poor fellow--it was hard work.  Adam, 
my boy, the blow falls heavily on him as well as you; you must help poor Martin; 
you must show courage.  Drink some wine now, and show me you mean to bear 
it like a man." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

counsel: (v) advise, consult, admonish, 
confer, warn; (n, v) caution, advocate; 
(n) barrister, advisement, 
consultation, admonition. 
ANTONYMS: (v) betray, trick, 
deceive, conceal, oppose; (n) 
warning. 

decisive: (adj) conclusive, crucial, 
critical, decided, important, final, 
authoritative; (adj, v) positive, 
definite, categorical, unqualified. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uncertain, weak,  

unsure, roundabout, questionable, 
indefinite, unconvincing, 
inconsequential, inconclusive, 
hesitant, insignificant. 

entreatingly: (adv) imploringly, 
suppliantly, pleadingly, 
importunately. 

pouring: (adj) gushing, teeming, 
flowing profusely, burbling, burbly; 
(n) casting, affusion, downpour, 
effusion, tapping, baptism. 
ANTONYM: (adj) light. 

quarrelling: (adj) at variance, in 
dispute, in disagreement, in conflict; 
(n) dissension. 

trivial: (adj) trifling, frivolous, little, 
small, commonplace, superficial, 
petty, paltry, inconsiderable, 
piddling, slight. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
important, vital, major, urgent, 
profound, crucial, consequential, 
considerable, enormous, mature, 
serious. 

witnesses: (n) audience. 
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Bartle had made the right sort of appeal.  Adam, with an air of quiet 
obedience, took up the cup and drank a little.%

"Tell me how she looked," he said presently. 
"Frightened, very frightened, when they first brought her in; it was the first 

sight of the crowd and the judge, poor creatur.  And there's a lot o' foolish 
women in fine clothes, with gewgaws all up their arms and feathers on their 
heads, sitting near the judge: they've dressed themselves out in that way, one 'ud 
think, to be scarecrows and warnings against any man ever meddling with a 
woman again.  They put up their glasses, and stared and whispered.  But after 
that she stood like a white image, staring down at her hands and seeming neither 
to hear nor see anything.  And she's as white as a sheet.  She didn't speak when 
they asked her if she'd plead 'guilty' or 'not guilty,' and they pleaded 'not guilty' 
for her.  But when she heard her uncle's name, there seemed to go a shiver right 
through her; and when they told him to look at her, she hung her head down, 
and cowered, and hid her face in her hands.  He'd much ado to speak poor man, 
his voice trembled so.  And the counsellors--who look as hard as nails mostly--I 
saw, spared him as much as they could.  Mr. Irwine put himself near him and 
went with him out o' court.  Ah, it's a great thing in a man's life to be able to 
stand by a neighbour and uphold him in such trouble as that." 

"God bless him, and you too, Mr. Massey," said Adam, in a low voice, laying 
his hand on Bartle's arm. 

"Aye, aye, he's good metal; he gives the right ring when you try him, our 
parson does.  A man o' sense--says no more than's needful.  He's not one of those 
that think they can comfort you with chattering, as if folks who stand by and 
look on knew a deal better what the trouble was than those who have to bear it.  
I've had to do with such folks in my time--in the south, when I was in trouble 
myself.  Mr. Irwine is to be a witness himself, by and by, on her side, you know, 
to speak to her character and bringing up." 

"But the other evidence...does it go hard against her!" said Adam.  "What do 
you think, Mr. Massey? Tell me the truth." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bringing: (n) delivery, consignment, 
serving, service, passage, post. 

chattering: (n) chatter, cackle, yak, 
grabbing, claver; (adj) talkative, 
loquacious, noisy, gabby, garrulous; 
(v) natter. 

gewgaws: (n) gay ornaments, fallals, 
frippery. 

meddling: (adj) busy, inquisitive, 
curious, meddlesome, intrusive, 
officious, nosy, dabbling, 
impertinent, busybodied; (adj, n)  

prying. 
neighbour: (adj) neighboring, 

neighbouring, neighborly, adjacent, 
contiguous; (v) abut, populate, 
adjoin, butt on, butt against; (n) 
neighbourhood. 

obedience: (n) meekness, submission, 
deference, obeisance, acquiescence, 
subordination, bow, observance, 
docility, loyalty, allegiance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disobedience, 
defiance, naughtiness, resistance,  

divergence, chaos, wildness. 
plead: (v) entreat, implore, beg, adjure, 

petition, ask, appeal, defend, invoke, 
sue; (n, v) allege. ANTONYMS: (v) 
answer, demand. 

uphold: (n, v) support; (v) preserve, 
defend, maintain, continue, endorse, 
confirm, countenance, bolster, 
encourage, back. ANTONYMS: (v) 
infringe, discontinue, weaken, 
contradict, endanger, abandon, 
oppose, quit, undermine, end. 
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"Yes, my lad, yes.  The truth is the best thing to tell.  It must come at last.  The 
doctors' evidence is heavy on her--is heavy.  But she's gone on denying she's had 
a child from first to last.  These poor silly women-things--they've not the sense to 
know it's no use denying what's proved.  It'll make against her with the jury, I 
doubt, her being so obstinate: they may be less for recommending her to mercy, 
if the verdict's against her.  But Mr. Irwine 'ull leave no stone unturned with the 
judge--you may rely upon that, Adam." 

"Is there nobody to stand by her and seem to care for her in the court?" said 
Adam.%

"There's the chaplain o' the jail sits near her, but he's a sharp ferrety-faced 
man--another sort o' flesh and blood to Mr. Irwine.  They say the jail chaplains 
are mostly the fag-end o' the clergy." 

"There's one man as ought to be there," said Adam bitterly.  Presently he 
drew himself up and looked fixedly out of the window, apparently turning over 
some new idea in his mind. 

"Mr. Massey," he said at last, pushing the hair off his forehead, "I'll go back 
with you.  I'll go into court.  It's cowardly of me to keep away.  I'll stand by her--
I'll own her--for all she's been deceitful.  They oughtn't to cast her off--her own 
flesh and blood.  We hand folks over to God's mercy, and show none ourselves.  I 
used to be hard sometimes: I'll never be hard again.  I'll go, Mr. Massey--I'll go 
with you." 

There was a decision in Adam's manner which would have prevented Bartle 
from opposing him, even if he had wished to do so.  He only said, "Take a bit, 
then, and another sup, Adam, for the love of me.  See, I must stop and eat a 
morsel.  Now, you take some." 

Nerved by an active resolution, Adam took a morsel of bread and drank 
some wine.  He was haggard and unshaven, as he had been yesterday, but he 
stood upright again, and looked more like the Adam Bede of former days. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cowardly: (adj, adv) dastardly, scared, 
shrinking; (adj) timid, afraid, craven, 
gutless, sneaky, fainthearted, faint; 
(adv) recreantly. ANTONYMS: (adj, 
adv) brave, daring, bold, courageous; 
(adj) intrepid, fearless, strong, 
determined; (adv) dauntless, gutsy, 
unafraid. 

deceitful: (adj) false, fraudulent, 
insincere, crooked, dishonest, untrue, 
sly, artful, untrustworthy, unreliable, 
treacherous. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

straightforward, genuine, 
trustworthy, truthful, loyal, open, 
principled, straight, upright, faithful, 
dependable. 

fixedly: (adv) steadily, steadfastly, 
regularly, intently, stably, setly, 
permanently, rigidly, unwaveringly, 
surely, resolutely. 

haggard: (adj) emaciated, gaunt, 
cadaverous, careworn, tired, worn, 
lean, thin, wasted, pinched, squalid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, carefree, 

healthy. 
opposing: (adj) conflicting, 

antagonistic, opponent, contrary, 
adverse, hostile, antithetical, anti, 
contradictory, rival; (prep) against. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compatible, 
consistent, allied, accepting. 

unshaven: (adj) unshaved, bearded, 
rough, not shaved, hairy, bristly, 
stubbly. 

unturned: (v) undeviating; (adj) not 
turned, unswerving, undistorted. 
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CHAPTER  XL I I I  

 
THE  VERDIC T  

 
 

The place fitted up that day as a court of justice was a grand old hall, now 
destroyed by fire.  The midday light that fell on the close pavement of human 
heads was shed through a line of high pointed windows, variegated with the 
mellow tints of old painted glass.  Grim dusty armour hung in high relief in 
front of the dark oaken gallery at the farther end, and under the broad arch of the 
great mullioned window opposite was spread a curtain of old tapestry, covered 
with dim melancholy figures, like a dozing indistinct dream of the past.  It was a 
place that through the rest of the year was haunted with the shadowy memories 
of old kings and queens, unhappy, discrowned, imprisoned; but to-day all those 
shadows had fled, and not a soul in the vast hall felt the presence of any but a 
living sorrow, which was quivering in warm hearts.%

But that sorrow seemed to have made it itself feebly felt hitherto, now when 
Adam Bede's tall figure was suddenly seen being ushered to the side of the 
prisoner's dock.  In the broad sunlight of the great hall, among the sleek shaven 
faces of other men, the marks of suffering in his face were startling even to Mr. 
Irwine, who had last seen him in the dim light of his small room; and the 
neighbours from Hayslope who were present, and who told Hetty Sorrel's story 
by their firesides in their old age, never forgot to say how it moved them when 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

haunted: (adj) ghostly, ghostlike, 
phantom, taken up, preoccupied, 
possessed, unearthly, magical, mad, 
infatuated, concerned. 

imprisoned: (adj) confined, jailed, 
fenced in, unfree, locked up, 
incarcerate, deeply moved, 
enraptured; (v) behind bars. 

mellow: (adj, v) ripe, mollify, smooth, 
soften; (adj) gentle, luscious, mild, 
soft, juicy; (v) melt, ripen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) harsh, frantic,  

fresh, bright, strict, young, frenetic. 
shadowy: (adj) indistinct, misty, dark, 

faint, obscure, hazy, gloomy, vague, 
shady, insubstantial, dusky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, palpable, 
light, distinct, open. 

shaven: (adj) bald, clipped, tonsured, 
not, smooth, hairless. 

sleek: (adj) glossy, silky, shiny, 
slippery, silken, satiny, satin, even; 
(adj, v) slick, smooth; (v) polish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rough, shaggy,  

coarse. 
startling: (adj) wonderful, shocking, 

surprising, striking, alarming, 
appalling, marvellous, dramatic, 
frightful, sensational, lurid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unremarkable, 
soothing, comforting. 

variegated: (adj) mottled, dappled, 
varicolored, varicoloured, various, 
piebald, speckled, assorted, different, 
multicolored, pied. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uniform. 

 



Adam Bede 482

Adam Bede, poor fellow, taller by the head than most of the people round him, 
came into court and took his place by her side.%

But Hetty did not see him.  She was standing in the same position Bartle 
Massey had described, her hands crossed over each other and her eyes fixed on 
them.  Adam had not dared to look at her in the first moments, but at last, when 
the attention of the court was withdrawn by the proceedings he turned his face 
towards her with a resolution not to shrink. 

Why did they say she was so changed?  In the corpse we love, it is the 
likeness we see--it is the likeness, which makes itself felt the more keenly 
because something else was and is not.  There they were--the sweet face and 
neck, with the dark tendrils of hair, the long dark lashes, the rounded cheek and 
the pouting lips--pale and thin, yes, but like Hetty, and only Hetty.  Others 
thought she looked as if some demon had cast a blighting glance upon her, 
withered up the woman's soul in her, and left only a hard despairing obstinacy.  
But the mother's yearning, that completest type of the life in another life which is 
the essence of real human love, feels the presence of the cherished child even in 
the debased, degraded man; and to Adam, this pale, hard-looking culprit was 
the Hetty who had smiled at him in the garden under the apple-tree boughs--she 
was that Hetty's corpse, which he had trembled to look at the first time, and then 
was unwilling to turn away his eyes from. 

But presently he heard something that compelled him to listen, and made the 
sense of sight less absorbing.  A woman was in the witness-box, a middle-aged 
woman, who spoke in a firm distinct voice.  She said, "My name is Sarah Stone.  I 
am a widow, and keep a small shop licensed to sell tobacco, snuff, and tea in 
Church Lane, Stoniton.  The prisoner at the bar is the same young woman who 
came, looking ill and tired, with a basket on her arm, and asked for a lodging at 
my house on Saturday evening, the 27th of February.  She had taken the house 
for a public, because there was a figure against the door.  And when I said I 
didn't take in lodgers, the prisoner began to cry, and said she was too tired to go 
anywhere else, and she only wanted a bed for one night.  And her prettiness, and 
her condition, and something respectable about her clothes and looks, and the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

absorbing: (adj) fascinating, 
engrossing, charming, enthralling, 
gripping, captivating, riveting, 
absorbent, attractive, readable; (adj, v) 
exciting. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
irksome, tedious, repellent, 
uninteresting. 

compelled: (adj) forced, obligate, 
enforced, constrained, responsible, 
answerable, unwilling, destined. 

debased: (adj) degraded, low, 
adulterated, base, degenerate,  

depraved, debauched, decadent, 
perverted, corrupted, impure. 
ANTONYM: (adj) moral. 

degraded: (adj) debased, low, ignoble, 
debauched, depraved, abject, sordid, 
dishonored, corrupted, contemptible, 
base. ANTONYM: (adj) good. 

demon: (n) ghost, fiend, incubus, 
monster, daemon, ogre, daimon, 
goblin, deuce, genie, elf. ANTONYM: 
(n) saint. 

likeness: (n) resemblance, copy, effigy, 

image, affinity, similarity, 
correspondence, facsimile; (adj, n) 
figure, form, semblance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) difference, 
diversity, dissimilarity, unlikeness, 
contrast. 

obstinacy: (n) stubbornness, firmness, 
bullheadedness, determination, 
contumacy, mulishness, impenitence, 
resolve, resoluteness, impenitency, 
pertinacity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cooperation, compliance. 
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trouble she seemed to be in made me as I couldn't find in my heart to send her 
away at once.  I asked her to sit down, and gave her some tea, and asked her 
where she was going, and where her friends were.  She said she was going home 
to her friends: they were farming folks a good way off, and she'd had a long 
journey that had cost her more money than she expected, so as she'd hardly any 
money left in her pocket, and was afraid of going where it would cost her much.  
She had been obliged to sell most of the things out of her basket, but she'd 
thankfully give a shilling for a bed.  I saw no reason why I shouldn't take the 
young woman in for the night.  I had only one room, but there were two beds in 
it, and I told her she might stay with me.  I thought she'd been led wrong, and 
got into trouble, but if she was going to her friends, it would be a good work to 
keep her out of further harm." 

The witness then stated that in the night a child was born, and she identified 
the baby-clothes then shown to her as those in which she had herself dressed the 
child.%

"Those are the clothes.  I made them myself, and had kept them by me ever 
since my last child was born.  I took a deal of trouble both for the child and the 
mother.  I couldn't help taking to the little thing and being anxious about it.  I 
didn't send for a doctor, for there seemed no need.  I told the mother in the day- 
time she must tell me the name of her friends, and where they lived, and let me 
write to them.  She said, by and by she would write herself, but not to-day.  She 
would have no nay, but she would get up and be dressed, in spite of everything I 
could say.  She said she felt quite strong enough; and it was wonderful what 
spirit she showed.  But I wasn't quite easy what I should do about her, and 
towards evening I made up my mind I'd go, after Meeting was over, and speak 
to our minister about it.  I left the house about half-past eight o'clock.  I didn't go 
out at the shop door, but at the back door, which opens into a narrow alley.  I've 
only got the ground-floor of the house, and the kitchen and bedroom both look 
into the alley.  I left the prisoner sitting up by the fire in the kitchen with the 
baby on her lap.  She hadn't cried or seemed low at all, as she did the night 
before.  I thought she had a strange look with her eyes, and she got a bit flushed 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

alley: (n) track, road, passage, lane, 
alleyway, aisle, path, runway, 
pathway, street, back street. 

bedroom: (n) bedchamber, dormitory, 
sleeping room, apartment, assembly, 
berth, boudoir, master bedroom; (adj) 
sexy. 

dressed: (adj) attired, clad, garbed, 
appareled, spruced up, spiffed up, 
covered, polished, garmented; (v) 
clothed, habited. 

farming: (n) cultivation, husbandry,  

culture, gardening, tillage, land, 
arboriculture, dairying, animal 
husbandry; (adj) agrarian, 
agricultural. 

identified: (adj) coherent, 
synonymous, recognized. 

prisoner: (n) captive, hostage, jailbird, 
accused, con, gaolbird, criminal, 
detainee, inmate, defendant, 
unfortunate. 

stated: (adj) set, declared, explicit, 
regular, certain, established, settled,  

avowed, alleged, definite; (adv) given. 
thankfully: (adv) gratefully, obligedly, 

beholdenly, indebtedly, pleasedly, 
fortunately, happily, unreservedly, 
with enthusiasm, with pleasure, 
freely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unfortunately, unwillingly. 

witness: (n, v) testimony, attest, 
evidence; (n) bystander, eyewitness, 
onlooker, observer; (v) observe, 
notice, see, view. ANTONYMS: (v) 
deny, participate, refute. 
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towards evening.  I was afraid of the fever, and I thought I'd call and ask an 
acquaintance of mine, an experienced woman, to come back with me when I 
went out.  It was a very dark night.  I didn't fasten the door behind me; there was 
no lock; it was a latch with a bolt inside, and when there was nobody in the 
house I always went out at the shop door.  But I thought there was no danger in 
leaving it unfastened that little while.  I was longer than I meant to be, for I had 
to wait for the woman that came back with me.  It was an hour and a half before 
we got back, and when we went in, the candle was standing burning just as I left 
it, but the prisoner and the baby were both gone.  She'd taken her cloak and 
bonnet, but she'd left the basket and the things in it....I was dreadful frightened, 
and angry with her for going.  I didn't go to give information, because I'd no 
thought she meant to do any harm, and I knew she had money in her pocket to 
buy her food and lodging.  I didn't like to set the constable after her, for she'd a 
right to go from me if she liked."%

The effect of this evidence on Adam was electrical; it gave him new force.  
Hetty could not be guilty of the crime--her heart must have clung to her baby--
else why should she have taken it with her? She might have left it behind.  The 
little creature had died naturally, and then she had hidden it.  Babies were so 
liable to death--and there might be the strongest suspicions without any proof of 
guilt.  His mind was so occupied with imaginary arguments against such 
suspicions, that he could not listen to the cross- examination by Hetty's counsel, 
who tried, without result, to elicit evidence that the prisoner had shown some 
movements of maternal affection towards the child.  The whole time this witness 
was being examined, Hetty had stood as motionless as before: no word seemed 
to arrest her ear.  But the sound of the next witness's voice touched a chord that 
was still sensitive, she gave a start and a frightened look towards him, but 
immediately turned away her head and looked down at her hands as before.  
This witness was a man, a rough peasant.  He said: 

"My name is John Olding.  I am a labourer, and live at Tedd's Hole, two miles 
out of Stoniton.  A week last Monday, towards one o'clock in the afternoon, I was 
going towards Hetton Coppice, and about a quarter of a mile from the coppice I 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

acquaintance: (n) connection, friend, 
acquaintanceship, mate, awareness, 
associate, buddy, friendship, 
intercourse, companion; (n, v) 
knowledge. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ignorance, inexperience, 
unfamiliarity, animosity, enemy. 

chord: (n) harmony, bowstring, catgut, 
arpeggio, ligament, sinew, tendon; 
(v) harmonize, harmonise, accord; 
(adj) subtense. 

coppice: (n) copse, brush, brake,  

underwood, thicket, wood, spinney, 
underbrush, undergrowth, grove, 
canebrake. 

elicit: (v) educe, derive, cause, fetch, 
evoke, extract, arouse, excite, 
provoke, draw out, discover. 
ANTONYMS: (v) cover, forgo, hide, 
halt. 

labourer: (n) laborer, toiler, peon, 
navvy, porter, docker, gravedigger, 
hodman, hewer, digger, drudge. 

peasant: (n) farmer, churl, bucolic,  

countryman, clown, cottar, cotter, 
hind, provincial, rustic, muzjik. 

suspicions: (adj) entertain doubts, 
have doubts; (n) doubts, misgivings, 
reservations, qualms, worries, fears, 
uncertainties. 

unfastened: (adj) open, movable, 
loose, unbuttoned, overt, opened, 
opened out, slack, undecided, 
undetermined, assailable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) buttoned, fixed, 
shut, tied. 
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saw the prisoner, in a red cloak, sitting under a bit of a haystack not far off the 
stile.  She got up when she saw me, and seemed as if she'd be walking on the 
other way.  It was a regular road through the fields, and nothing very 
uncommon to see a young woman there, but I took notice of her because she 
looked white and scared.  I should have thought she was a beggar-woman, only 
for her good clothes.  I thought she looked a bit crazy, but it was no business of 
mine.  I stood and looked back after her, but she went right on while she was in 
sight.  I had to go to the other side of the coppice to look after some stakes.  
There's a road right through it, and bits of openings here and there, where the 
trees have been cut down, and some of 'em not carried away.  I didn't go straight 
along the road, but turned off towards the middle, and took a shorter way 
towards the spot I wanted to get to.  I hadn't got far out of the road into one of 
the open places before I heard a strange cry.  I thought it didn't come from any 
animal I knew, but I wasn't for stopping to look about just then.  But it went on, 
and seemed so strange to me in that place, I couldn't help stopping to look.  I 
began to think I might make some money of it, if it was a new thing.  But I had 
hard work to tell which way it came from, and for a good while I kept looking up 
at the boughs.  And then I thought it came from the ground; and there was a lot 
of timber-choppings lying about, and loose pieces of turf, and a trunk or two.  
And I looked about among them, but could find nothing, and at last the cry 
stopped.  So I was for giving it up, and I went on about my business.  But when I 
came back the same way pretty nigh an hour after, I couldn't help laying down 
my stakes to have another look.  And just as I was stooping and laying down the 
stakes, I saw something odd and round and whitish lying on the ground under a 
nut-bush by the side of me.  And I stooped down on hands and knees to pick it 
up.  And I saw it was a little baby's hand." 

At these words a thrill ran through the court.  Hetty was visibly trembling; 
now, for the first time, she seemed to be listening to what a witness said.%

"There was a lot of timber-choppings put together just where the ground 
went hollow, like, under the bush, and the hand came out from among them.  
But there was a hole left in one place and I could see down it and see the child's 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

crazy: (adj) wild, mad, brainsick, 
absurd, eccentric, silly, wacky, 
cracked, crazed, demented; (adj, n) 
madcap. ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
sane, rational, indifferent, stable, 
reasonable, realistic, balanced, 
levelheaded, cool, calm. 

haystack: (n) rick, haycock, stack, 
crick, cock, standing wave. 

pieces: (n) debris, trash. 
stakes: (n) stake, ante, wager, kitty, 

jackpot, pool, pot, gamble, prize,  

interest, fence. 
stopping: (n) stoppage, cessation, 

shutdown, padding, fillet, 
suspension, stay, discontinuance, 
abeyance, interruption; (adv) 
haltingly. 

thrill: (n, v) delight, shudder, quiver, 
shiver; (v) excite, exhilarate, exalt, 
stir; (n) shake, excitement, chill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dishearten, 
discourage, disappoint, displease; (n) 
depression, calm, boredom, agony,  

sorrow; (n, v) bore. 
trunk: (n) stem, boot, torso, bole, body, 

stalk, snout, proboscis, stock, tree 
trunk, box. 

turf: (n) sward, greensward, ground, 
grass, field, peat, lawn, green, divot, 
Corso, race course. 

whitish: (adj) pale, milklike, fair, milk, 
creamy, light, colorless, not clear, 
achromatic, opaque, blond. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rosy, dark. 
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head; and I made haste and did away the turf and the choppings, and took out 
the child.  It had got comfortable clothes on, but its body was cold, and I thought 
it must be dead.  I made haste back with it out of the wood, and took it home to 
my wife.  She said it was dead, and I'd better take it to the parish and tell the 
constable.  And I said, 'I'll lay my life it's that young woman's child as I met 
going to the coppice.'  But she seemed to be gone clean out of sight.  And I took 
the child on to Hetton parish and told the constable, and we went on to Justice 
Hardy.  And then we went looking after the young woman till dark at night, and 
we went and gave information at Stoniton, as they might stop her.  And the next 
morning, another constable came to me, to go with him to the spot where I found 
the child.  And when we got there, there was the prisoner a- sitting against the 
bush where I found the child; and she cried out when she saw us, but she never 
offered to move.  She'd got a big piece of bread on her lap." 

Adam had given a faint groan of despair while this witness was speaking.  
He had hidden his face on his arm, which rested on the boarding in front of him.  
It was the supreme moment of his suffering: Hetty was guilty; and he was 
silently calling to God for help.  He heard no more of the evidence, and was 
unconscious when the case for the prosecution had closed--unconscious that Mr. 
Irwine was in the witness-box, telling of Hetty's unblemished character in her 
own parish and of the virtuous habits in which she had been brought up.  This 
testimony could have no influence on the verdict, but it was given as part of that 
plea for mercy which her own counsel would have made if he had been allowed 
to speak for her--a favour not granted to criminals in those stern times.%

At last Adam lifted up his head, for there was a general movement round 
him.  The judge had addressed the jury, and they were retiring.  The decisive 
moment was not far off Adam felt a shuddering horror that would not let him 
look at Hetty, but she  had long relapsed into her blank hard indifference.  All 
eyes were strained to look at her, but she stood like a statue of dull despair. 

'There was a mingled rustling, whispering, and low buzzing throughout the 
court during this interval.  The desire to listen was suspended, and every one 
had some feeling or opinion to express in undertones.  Adam sat looking blankly 
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boarding: (n) embarkation, 
embarkment, boards, construction, 
departure, going, leaving, escalade, 
structure, lodging, board fence. 
ANTONYM: (n) debarkation. 

interval: (n) intermission, interruption, 
distance, break, interlude, hiatus, 
interim, pause, period, respite, gap. 
ANTONYM: (n) intensification. 

statue: (n) figure, monument, 
statuette, effigy, idol, sculpture, 
carving, bust, sphinx, icon,  

representation. 
stern: (adj) rigid, rigorous, austere, 

hard, strict, grim, solemn, rough; (adj, 
v) harsh; (n) back; (adj, n) rear. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
approving, lenient, funny, genial, 
gentle, kindly, lax, liberal, cheerful, 
flexible. 

strained: (adj) tense, labored, intense, 
constrained, laboured, unnatural, 
nervous, affected, taut, artificial, 
tight. ANTONYMS: (adj) natural,  

calm. 
suspended: (adj) hanging, dormant, 

pendulous, abeyant, dangling, in 
abeyance, inactive, pendant, in 
suspension, pensile, suspensory. 

unblemished: (adj) clean, perfect, 
faultless, pure, immaculate, 
blameless, clear, irreproachable, 
unspotted, untarnished, flawless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) blemished, 
flawed, marked, imperfect, used, 
marred, guilty, infirm. 
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before him, but he did not see the objects that were right in front of his eyes-- the 
counsel and attorneys talking with an air of cool business, and Mr. Irwine in low 
earnest conversation with the judge--did not see Mr. Irwine sit down again in 
agitation and shake his head mournfully when somebody whispered to him.  
The inward action was too intense for Adam to take in outward objects until 
some strong sensation roused him.%

It was not very long, hardly more than a quarter of an hour, before the knock 
which told that the jury had come to their decision fell as a signal for silence on 
every ear.  It is sublime--that sudden pause of a great multitude which tells that 
one soul moves in them all.  Deeper and deeper the silence seemed to become, 
like the deepening night, while the jurymen's names were called over, and the 
prisoner was made to hold up her hand, and the jury were asked for their 
verdict. 

"Guilty." 
It was the verdict every one expected, but there was a sigh of disappointment 

from some hearts that it was followed by no recommendation to mercy.  Still the 
sympathy of the court was not with the prisoner.  The unnaturalness of her 
crime stood out the more harshly by the side of her hard immovability and 
obstinate silence.  Even the verdict, to distant eyes, had not appeared to move 
her, but those who were near saw her trembling. 

The stillness was less intense until the judge put on his black cap, and the 
chaplain in his canonicals was observed behind him.  Then it deepened again, 
before the crier had had time to command silence.  If any sound were heard, it 
must have been the sound of beating hearts.  The judge spoke, "Hester Sorrel...." 

The blood rushed to Hetty's face, and then fled back again as she looked up 
at the judge and kept her wide-open eyes fixed on him, as if fascinated by fear.  
Adam had not yet turned towards her, there was a deep horror, like a great gulf, 
between them.  But at the words "and then to be hanged by the neck till you be 
dead," a piercing shriek rang through the hall.  It was Hetty's shriek.  Adam 
started to his feet and stretched out his arms towards her.  But the arms could not 
reach her: she had fallen down in a fainting-fit, and was carried out of court. 
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attorneys: (n) lawyers, bar. 
canonicals: (n) vestment. 
crier: (n) herald, town crier, bellman, 

announcer, weeper, trumpeter, 
roarer, pursuivant, unfortunate, 
messenger, yeller. 

earnest: (adj, v) devout; (adj) eager, 
solemn, heartfelt, diligent, studious, 
sincere, intense, ardent, staid; (n) 
guarantee. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
flippant, halfhearted, uncertain, 
insincere, unimportant, nonchalant,  

lethargic, apathetic, unenthusiastic, 
indifferent, frivolous. 

immovability: (adj, n) firmness, 
stability, constancy; (n) fixedness, 
fixity, fastness, immobility, 
immovableness, steadiness, 
permanence, durableness. 
ANTONYM: (n) instability. 

mournfully: (adv) sadly, sorrowfully, 
glumly, woefully, unhappily, 
plaintively, grievously, funereally, 
dejectedly, dolorously, poignantly.  

ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
joyfully. 

shriek: (n, v) screech, cry, shout, call, 
howl, yell, yowl, screak; (v) bellow, 
caterwaul, shrill. ANTONYM: (v) 
sigh. 

unnaturalness: (n) supernaturalism, 
supernaturalness, affectedness, 
artificiality, pretentiousness, 
abnormality, oddity, restraint, 
pressure, quality. ANTONYM: (n) 
normality. 
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CHAPTER  XL IV  

 
ARTH U R 'S  RETURN  

 
 

When Arthur Donnithorne landed at Liverpool and read the letter from his 
Aunt Lydia, briefly announcing his grand-father's death, his first feeling was, 
"Poor Grandfather!  I wish I could have got to him to be with him when he died.  
He might have felt or wished something at the last that I shall never know now.  
It was a lonely death."%

It is impossible to say that his grief was deeper than that.  Pity and softened 
memory took place of the old antagonism, and in his busy thoughts about the 
future, as the chaise carried him rapidly along towards the home where he was 
now to be master, there was a continually recurring effort to remember anything 
by which he could show a regard for his grandfather's wishes, without 
counteracting his own cherished aims for the good of the tenants and the estate.  
But it is not in human nature--only in human pretence--for a young man like 
Arthur, with a fine constitution and fine spirits, thinking well of himself, 
believing that others think well of him, and having a very ardent intention to 
give them more and more reason for that good opinion--it is not possible for such 
a young man, just coming into a splendid estate through the death of a very old 
man whom he was not fond of, to feel anything very different from exultant joy.  
Now his real life was beginning; now he would have room and opportunity for 
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announcing: (n) publicity, 
communication; (adj) annunciative. 

antagonism: (n) enmity, resistance, 
antithesis, aversion, conflict, hate, 
hostility, ill will, hatred, aggression, 
opposition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
friendliness, accord, goodwill, 
harmony, agreement, calm, 
cooperation, friendship, gentleness. 

briefly: (adv) concisely, pithily, 
momentarily, curtly, tersely, 
succinctly, fleetingly, transitorily,  

transiently; (adj, adv) summarily, 
quickly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
permanently, endlessly, slowly, 
thoroughly, verbosely. 

exultant: (adj, v) jubilant, triumphant; 
(n) buoyant, buoyed up; (adj) gleeful, 
joyful, triumphal, victorious, 
exulting, ecstatic, glad. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) miserable, downhearted, 
depressed, sorrowful, unhappy. 

intention: (n) idea, intent, goal, 
purpose, cause, motive, mind; (n, v)  

aim, end, design, drift. 
landed: (adj) land, territorial, allodial, 

predial. 
splendid: (adj, n, v) illustrious, 

glorious; (adj) gorgeous, beautiful, 
royal, gallant, proud; (adj, n) 
magnificent, noble, grand; (adj, v) 
brilliant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unimpressive, modest, humble, 
ordinary, undistinguished, meager, 
awful, dire, lowly, inglorious, 
shabby. 

 



Adam Bede 490

action, and he would use them.  He would show the Loamshire people what a 
fine country gentleman was; he would not exchange that career for any other 
under the sun.  He felt himself riding over the hills in the breezy autumn days, 
looking after favourite plans of drainage and enclosure; then admired on sombre 
mornings as the best rider on the best horse in the hunt; spoken well of on 
market-days as a first-rate landlord; by and by making speeches at election 
dinners, and showing a wonderful knowledge of agriculture; the patron of new 
ploughs and drills, the severe upbraider of negligent landowners, and withal a 
jolly fellow that everybody must like--happy faces greeting him everywhere on 
his own estate, and the neighbouring families on the best terms with him.  The 
Irwines should dine with him every week, and have their own carriage to come 
in, for in some very delicate way that Arthur would devise, the lay-impropriator 
of the Hayslope tithes would insist on paying a couple of hundreds more to the 
vicar; and his aunt should be as comfortable as possible, and go on living at the 
Chase, if she liked, in spite of her old-maidish ways--at least until he was 
married, and that event lay in the indistinct background, for Arthur had not yet 
seen the woman who would play the lady-wife to the first-rate country 
gentleman.%

These were Arthur's chief thoughts, so far as a man's thoughts through hours 
of travelling can be compressed into a few sentences, which are only like the list 
of names telling you what are the scenes in a long long panorama full of colour, 
of detail, and of life.  The happy faces Arthur saw greeting him were not pale 
abstractions, but real ruddy faces, long familiar to him: Martin Poyser was there--
the whole Poyser family. 

What--Hetty? 
Yes; for Arthur was at ease about Hetty--not quite at ease about the past, for a 

certain burning of the ears would come whenever he thought of the scenes with 
Adam last August, but at ease about her present lot.  Mr. Irwine, who had been a 
regular correspondent, telling him all the news about the old places and people, 
had sent him word nearly three months ago that Adam Bede was not to marry 
Mary Burge, as he had thought, but pretty Hetty Sorrel.  Martin Poyser and 
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autumn: (n) fall, season, downfall, 
descent, declivity, harvest. 

breezy: (adj) windy, blowy, gusty, 
jaunty, gay, merry, jolly, blithe, 
jocund, chilly, bright. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) still, morose, spiritless, sad, 
quiet, peaceful, heavyhearted, heavy, 
depressed, bland, becalmed. 

compressed: (adj) flat, condensed, 
dense, concentrated, compacted, 
tight, pointed, packed, concise, close, 
brief. 

drills: (n) training, movements, 
workout, cardiovascular exercise, 
military exercises, aerobics, 
maneuvers, callisthenics. 

negligent: (adj) neglectful, heedless, 
forgetful, reckless, inattentive, 
inadvertent, indifferent, slow, lax, 
untidy; (adj, v) remiss. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) strict, diligent, conscientious, 
careful, dutiful, prompt, prudent, 
responsible, sensible, cautious. 

old-maidish: (adj) fussy, prim, prissy, 

prudish. 
panorama: (n) view, aspect, prospect, 

landscape, scene, vista, countryside, 
background, exposure, perspective, 
sight. 

upbraider: (n) reprover, giggle, 
rebuker, titter, twitter. 

withal: (adv) nevertheless, 
notwithstanding, however, even so, 
all the same, nonetheless, with; (adj) 
likewise; (n) sufficiency, adequacy, 
enough. 
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Adam himself had both told Mr. Irwine all about it-- that Adam had been deeply 
in love with Hetty these two years, and that now it was agreed they were to be 
married in March.  That stalwart rogue Adam was more susceptible than the 
rector had thought; it was really quite an idyllic love affair; and if it had not been 
too long to tell in a letter, he would have liked to describe to Arthur the blushing 
looks and the simple strong words with which the fine honest fellow told his 
secret.  He knew Arthur would like to hear that Adam had this sort of happiness 
in prospect.%

Yes, indeed!  Arthur felt there was not air enough in the room to satisfy his 
renovated life, when he had read that passage in the letter.  He threw up the 
windows, he rushed out of doors into the December air, and greeted every one 
who spoke to him with an eager gaiety, as if there had been news of a fresh 
Nelson victory.  For the first time that day since he had come to Windsor, he was 
in true boyish spirits.  The load that had been pressing upon him was gone, the 
haunting fear had vanished.  He thought he could conquer his bitterness 
towards Adam now--could offer him his hand, and ask to be his friend again, in 
spite of that painful memory which would still make his ears burn.  He had been 
knocked down, and he had been forced to tell a lie: such things make a scar, do 
what we will.  But if Adam were the same again as in the old days, Arthur 
wished to be the same too, and to have Adam mixed up with his business and 
his future, as he had always desired before the accursed meeting in August.  
Nay, he would do a great deal more for Adam than he should otherwise have 
done, when he came into the estate; Hetty's husband had a special claim on him--
Hetty herself should feel that any pain she had suffered through Arthur in the 
past was compensated to her a hundredfold.  For really she could not have felt 
much, since she had so soon made up her mind to marry Adam. 

You perceive clearly what sort of picture Adam and Hetty made in the 
panorama of Arthur's thoughts on his journey homeward.  It was March now; 
they were soon to be married: perhaps they were already married.  And now it 
was actually in his power to do a great deal for them.  Sweet--sweet little Hetty!  
The little puss hadn't cared for him half as much as he cared for her; for he was a 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

accursed: (adj) execrable, abominable, 
detestable, accurst, hateful, damned, 
damnable, maledict, blasted; (v) 
atrocious, stranded. 

compensated: (adj) remunerated, 
salaried, stipendiary, compensable. 

conquer: (n, v) capture; (v) subdue, 
vanquish, surmount, suppress, 
subjugate, overcome, overpower, 
quell, prevail; (adj, v) defeat. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, yield, 
succumb, retreat, forfeit, fall, bow,  

resist, fail, submit, incite. 
hundredfold: (adj) centuple. 
idyllic: (adj) rural, bucolic, perfect, 

peaceful, Arcadian, picturesque, 
perfecter, countrified, pleasant, 
model, delightful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
infernal, urban, miserable. 

renovated: (adj) sempervirent, vernal, 
recently discovered, not habituated, 
not familiar, newly come, new 
scenes, recent, fresh, altered, modern.

rogue: (n, v) rascal; (n) knave, imp,  

miscreant, crook, cheat, impostor, 
swindler, cad, villain, scoundrel. 

scar: (n, v) mark, blemish, seam, stain, 
brand; (n) cicatrix, cicatrice, defect, 
scratch, injury; (v) disfigure. 
ANTONYM: (v) enhance. 

susceptible: (adj) impressionable, 
receptive, sensitive, subject, liable, 
delicate, susceptive, vulnerable, 
pliable, irritable, open. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) resistant, impervious, resisting, 
safe, invulnerable, indifferent, smart. 
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great fool about her still--was almost afraid of seeing her--indeed, had not cared 
much to look at any other woman since he parted from her.  That little figure 
coming towards him in the Grove, those dark-fringed childish eyes, the lovely 
lips put up to kiss him-- that picture had got no fainter with the lapse of months.  
And she would look just the same.  It was impossible to think how he could meet 
her: he should certainly tremble.  Strange, how long this sort of influence lasts, 
for he was certainly not in love with Hetty now.  He had been earnestly desiring, 
for months, that she should marry Adam, and there was nothing that contributed 
more to his happiness in these moments than the thought of their marriage.  It 
was the exaggerating effect of imagination that made his heart still beat a little 
more quickly at the thought of her.  When he saw the little thing again as she 
really was, as Adam's wife, at work quite prosaically in her new home, he 
should perhaps wonder at the possibility of his past feelings.  Thank heaven it 
had turned out so well!  He should have plenty of affairs and interests to fill his 
life now, and not be in danger of playing the fool again.%

Pleasant the crack of the post-boy's whip!  Pleasant the sense of being hurried 
along in swift ease through English scenes, so like those round his own home, 
only not quite so charming.  Here was a market-town--very much like 
Treddleston--where the arms of the neighbouring lord of the manor were borne 
on the sign of the principal inn; then mere fields and hedges, their vicinity to a 
market-town carrying an agreeable suggestion of high rent, till the land began to 
assume a trimmer look, the woods were more frequent, and at length a white or 
red mansion looked down from a moderate eminence, or allowed him to be 
aware of its parapet and chimneys among the dense-looking masses of oaks and 
elms--masses reddened now with early buds.  And close at hand came the 
village: the small church, with its red-tiled roof, looking humble even among the 
faded half-timbered houses; the old green gravestones with nettles round them; 
nothing fresh and bright but the children, opening round eyes at the swift post-
chaise; nothing noisy and busy but the gaping curs of mysterious pedigree.  
What a much prettier village Hayslope was!  And it should not be neglected like 
this place: vigorous repairs should go on everywhere among farm-buildings and 
cottages, and travellers in post-chaises, coming along the Rosseter road, should 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

eminence: (n) distinction, elevation, 
altitude, celebrity, superiority, rank, 
excellence, fame, glory, prominence, 
status. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insignificance, cavity, depression, 
unimportance, dip, commonness, 
inferiority. 

gaping: (adj, n) agape; (adj) vast, 
yawning, cavernous, discontinuous, 
wide, ajar, drowsy, hollow, wide 
open; (adj, v) oscitant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cramped, narrow. 

parapet: (n) bulwark, breastwork, 
fortification, railing, bastion, 
battlement, wall, banister, handrail, 
earthwork; (v) sunk fence. 

parted: (adj) divided, separate, 
distributed, separated, divisible, 
disunited, compounder, compound, 
dividable. 

prosaically: (adv) tritely, prosily, 
humdrumly, commonly, trivially, 
dully, pedestrianly, ordinarily, 
boringly, commonplacely,  

unimaginatively. 
trimmer: (v) Vicar of Bray, timist; (n) 

trimming capacitor, hand shearer, 
timeserver, hedger, guillotine, 
lopper, electrical condenser, 
condenser; (adj) foes to nobleness. 

vicinity: (n) region, district, proximity, 
place, neighbourhood, locality, 
environs, vicinage, area, propinquity, 
nearness. 
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do nothing but admire as they went.  And Adam Bede should superintend all the 
repairs, for he had a share in Burge's business now, and, if he liked, Arthur 
would put some money into the concern and buy the old man out in another 
year or two.  That was an ugly fault in Arthur's life, that affair last summer, but 
the future should make amends.  Many men would have retained a feeling of 
vindictiveness towards Adam, but he would not--he would resolutely overcome 
all littleness of that kind, for he had certainly been very much in the wrong; and 
though Adam had been harsh and violent, and had thrust on him a painful 
dilemma, the poor fellow was in love, and had real provocation.  No, Arthur had 
not an evil feeling in his mind towards any human being: he was happy, and 
would make every one else happy that came within his reach.%

And here was dear old Hayslope at last, sleeping, on the hill, like a quiet old 
place as it was, in the late afternoon sunlight, and opposite to it the great 
shoulders of the Binton Hills, below them the purplish blackness of the hanging 
woods, and at last the pale front of the Abbey, looking out from among the oaks 
of the Chase, as if anxious for the heir's return.  "Poor Grandfather!  And he lies 
dead there.  He was a young fellow once, coming into the estate and making his 
plans.  So the world goes round!  Aunt Lydia must feel very desolate, poor thing; 
but she shall be indulged as much as she indulges her fat Fido." 

The wheels of Arthur's chaise had been anxiously listened for at the Chase, 
for to-day was Friday, and the funeral had already been deferred two days.  
Before it drew up on the gravel of the courtyard, all the servants in the house 
were assembled to receive him with a grave, decent welcome, befitting a house 
of death.  A month ago, perhaps, it would have been difficult for them to have 
maintained a suitable sadness in their faces, when Mr. Arthur was come to take 
possession; but the hearts of the head-servants were heavy that day for another 
cause than the death of the old squire, and more than one of them was longing to 
be twenty miles away, as Mr. Craig was, knowing what was to become of Hetty 
Sorrel--pretty Hetty Sorrel--whom they used to see every week.  They had the 
partisanship of household servants who like their places, and were not inclined 
to go the full length of the severe indignation felt against him by the farming 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

befitting: (adj) apt, becoming, suitable, 
apropos, decent, condign, fitting, fit; 
(adj, v) proper; (n) feat; (v) meet. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) improper, 
unbecoming, unfitting, unsuitable. 

deferred: (adj) put off, delayed, 
belated, late, later than usual. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hurried, hastened, 
expedited, advanced, early. 

littleness: (n) minuteness, smallness, 
pettiness, puniness, delicacy, size, a 
few, a little bit, a smidgen,  

insignificance, slightness. 
maintained: (adj) kept up, preserved, 

repaired, serviced, serviceable, safe, 
fixed. 

partisanship: (n) partiality, bias, 
prejudice, clannishness, 
anthropocentrism, 
anthropocentricity, esprit de corps, 
clanship, ethnocentrism, localism; 
(adj, n) party spirit. ANTONYM: (n) 
disloyalty. 

provocation: (n) challenge,  

aggravation, exasperation, 
incitement, instigation, annoyance, 
excitement, stimulation, affront, 
incentive, defiance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
conciliation, arbitration, deterrent, 
disincentive, pleasure. 

vindictiveness: (n) rancor, revenge, 
malice, spite, unkindness, nastiness, 
spitefulness, meanness, malignity, 
malevolence, implacability. 

wheels: (n) vehicle, truck, car, brush, 
force. 
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tenants, but rather to make excuses for him; nevertheless, the upper servants, 
who had been on terms of neighbourly intercourse with the Poysers for many 
years, could not help feeling that the longed-for event of the young squire's 
coming into the estate had been robbed of all its pleasantness.%

To Arthur it was nothing surprising that the servants looked grave and sad: 
he himself was very much touched on seeing them all again, and feeling that he 
was in a new relation to them.  It was that sort of pathetic emotion which has 
more pleasure than pain in it--which is perhaps one of the most delicious of all 
states to a good-natured man, conscious of the power to satisfy his good nature.  
His heart swelled agreeably as he said, "Well, Mills, how is my aunt?" 

But now Mr. Bygate, the lawyer, who had been in the house ever since the 
death, came forward to give deferential greetings and answer all questions, and 
Arthur walked with him towards the library, where his Aunt Lydia was 
expecting him.  Aunt Lydia was the only person in the house who knew nothing 
about Hetty.  Her sorrow as a maiden daughter was unmixed with any other 
thoughts than those of anxiety about funeral arrangements and her own future 
lot; and, after the manner of women, she mourned for the father who had made 
her life important, all the more because she had a secret sense that there was little 
mourning for him in other hearts. 

But Arthur kissed her tearful face more tenderly than he had ever done in his 
life before. 

"Dear Aunt," he said affectionately, as he held her hand, "your loss is the 
greatest of all, but you must tell me how to try and make it up to you all the rest 
of your life." 

"It was so sudden and so dreadful, Arthur," poor Miss Lydia began, pouring 
out her little plaints, and Arthur sat down to listen with impatient patience.  
When a pause came, he said: 

"Now, Aunt, I'll leave you for a quarter of an hour just to go to my own room, 
and then I shall come and give full attention to everything." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

dreadful: (adj) bad, awful, alarming, 
atrocious, fearful, terrible, 
abominable, appalling, direful, grisly; 
(adj, v) dread. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, great, lovely, fantastic, 
marvelous, admirable, successful, 
nice, joyous, honorable, fair. 

intercourse: (n) contact, coition, 
conversation, communication, coitus, 
dealings, converse, commerce, 
liaison, congress; (adj, n) 
acquaintance. 

lawyer: (n) counsel, barrister, attorney, 
jurist, counsellor, counselor, 
conveyancer, ambulance chaser, 
adviser, trial lawyer, pleader. 

pathetic: (adj) deplorable, miserable, 
pitiful, wretched, forlorn, lamentable, 
tragic, distressing; (adj, v) touching, 
affecting, sad. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
strong, comical, effective, impressive, 
admirable, spirited, praiseworthy, 
generous, fine, brilliant, decisive. 

patience: (n) endurance, fortitude,  

longanimity, equanimity, tolerance, 
resignation, restraint, composure, 
sufferance; (n, v) moderation, 
calmness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impatience, eagerness, intolerance, 
annoyance. 

unmixed: (adj, v) simple, sheer, mere, 
downright; (adj) absolute, unmingled, 
undiluted, straight, uncompounded, 
single, plain. ANTONYM: (adj) 
impure. 
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"My room is all ready for me, I suppose, Mills?" he said to the butler, who 
seemed to be lingering uneasily about the entrance- hall.%

"Yes, sir, and there are letters for you; they are all laid on the writing-table in 
your dressing-room." 

On entering the small anteroom which was called a dressing-room, but 
which Arthur really used only to lounge and write in, he just cast his eyes on the 
writing-table, and saw that there were several letters and packets lying there; but 
he was in the uncomfortable dusty condition of a man who has had a long 
hurried journey, and he must really refresh himself by attending to his toilette a 
little, before he read his letters.  Pym was there, making everything ready for 
him, and soon, with a delightful freshness about him, as if he were prepared to 
begin a new day, he went back into his dressing-room to open his letters.  The 
level rays of the low afternoon sun entered directly at the window, and as Arthur 
seated himself in his velvet chair with their pleasant warmth upon him, he was 
conscious of that quiet well-being which perhaps you and I have felt on a sunny 
afternoon when, in our brightest youth and health, life has opened a new vista 
for us, and long to-morrows of activity have stretched before us like a lovely 
plain which there was no need for hurrying to look at, because it was all our 
own. 

The top letter was placed with its address upwards: it was in Mr. Irwine's 
handwriting, Arthur saw at once; and below the address was written, "To be 
delivered as soon as he arrives."  Nothing could have been less surprising to him 
than a letter from Mr. Irwine at that moment: of course, there was something he 
wished Arthur to know earlier than it was possible for them to see each other.  At 
such a time as that it was quite natural that Irwine should have something 
pressing to say.  Arthur broke the seal with an agreeable anticipation of soon 
seeing the writer. 

 
"I send this letter to meet you on your arrival, Arthur, because I may then be at 

Stoniton, whither I am called by the most painful duty it has ever been given me to 
perform, and it is right that you should know what I have to tell you without delay. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

anteroom: (n) foyer, vestibule, 
antechamber, lobby, waiting room, 
room, hallway, sitting area, alcove, 
entrance hall. 

anticipation: (n) forecast, hope, 
foresight, prevention, augury, 
expectance, hopefulness, 
prefiguration, presentiment; (n, v) 
outlook, prospect. ANTONYMS: (n) 
despair, boredom. 

lounge: (n, v) loiter; (v) loll, loaf, 
recline, rest, dawdle, laze; (n) couch, 

saunter, divan, sofa. ANTONYM: (v) 
stand. 

refresh: (v) air, enliven, invigorate, 
update, comfort, regenerate, 
rejuvenate, cool, renew, restore; (adj) 
refreshing. ANTONYMS: (v) exhaust, 
tire, weary, stagnate, drain, kill. 

sunny: (adj) bright, clear, gay, 
cheerful, merry, blithe, shiny, 
shining, radiant, brilliant, fair. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) overcast, dull, 
shady, unhappy, cloudy, sad,  

miserable, gloomy, unpleasant. 
uneasily: (adv) apprehensively, 

restlessly, worriedly, nervously, 
solicitously, unquietly, constrainedly, 
awkwardly, fretfully, unsettledly, 
fearfully. ANTONYMS: (adv) calmly, 
confidently, unconcernedly, 
comfortably, fearlessly. 

velvet: (adj) velvety, down; (n) profit, 
gain, velour, velours, revenue, 
prosperity, receipts, satin, wealth. 
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"I will not attempt to add by one word of reproach to the retribution that is now 
falling on you: any other words that I could write at this moment must be weak and 
unmeaning by the side of those in which I must tell you the simple fact.%

"Hetty Sorrel is in prison, and will be tried on Friday for the crime of child-
murder."... 

 
Arthur read no more.  He started up from his chair and stood for a single 

minute with a sense of violent convulsion in his whole frame, as if the life were 
going out of him with horrible throbs; but the next minute he had rushed out of 
the room, still clutching the letter--he was hurrying along the corridor, and down 
the  stairs into the hall.  Mills was still there, but Arthur did not see him, as he 
passed like a hunted man across the hall and out along the gravel.  The butler 
hurried out after him as fast as his elderly limbs could run: he guessed, he knew, 
where the young squire was going. 

When Mills got to the stables, a horse was being saddled, and Arthur was 
forcing himself to read the remaining words of the letter.  He thrust it into his 
pocket as the horse was led up to him, and at that moment caught sight of Mills' 
anxious face in front of him. 

"Tell them I'm gone--gone to Stoniton," he said in a muffled tone of agitation-
-sprang into the saddle, and set off at a gallop. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

convulsion: (adj, n, v) spasm; (n) fit, 
paroxysm, commotion, attack, 
clonus, shake, seizure, upheaval, 
cramp; (adj, n) disturbance. 
ANTONYM: (n) peace. 

corridor: (n) aisle, lobby, hall, lane, 
hallway, vestibule, artery, alley, 
gallery, way; (n, v) passage. 

forcing: (adj) pressing, constraining, 
penetrating, compulsatory; (n) push. 

horrible: (adj) awful, fearful, frightful, 
abominable, grisly, formidable, dire, 

ghastly, dreadful, fearsome; (adj, v) 
horrid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
wonderful, lovely, nice, lovable, fair, 
delightful, slight, appealing, minor, 
attractive, great. 

muffled: (adj) hushed, muted, hollow, 
inarticulate, faint, soft, subdued, low, 
quiet; (v) allusive, covert. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, distinct, 
audible, slight. 

unmeaning: (adj) insignificant, 
meaningless, senseless, nonsensical,  

irrational, expressionless, gibberish, 
foolish, peanut, weetless, 
undistinguished. 

violent: (adj, n) rough, furious, 
tempestuous, severe, turbulent, 
boisterous, powerful; (adj, v) 
vehement; (adj) raging, intense, 
sharp. ANTONYMS: (adj) gentle, 
calm, nonviolent, mild, passive, 
moderate, pleasant, slight, refined, 
relaxed, friendly. 

 

 

  



George Eliot 497

 
CHAPTER  XLV  

 
IN  THE  PR ISON  

 
 

Near sunset that evening an elderly gentleman was standing with his back 
against the smaller entrance-door of Stoniton jail, saying a few last words to the 
departing chaplain.  The chaplain walked away, but the elderly gentleman stood 
still, looking down on the pavement and stroking his chin with a ruminating air, 
when he was roused by a sweet clear woman's voice, saying, "Can I get into the 
prison, if you please?" 

He turned his head and looked fixedly at the speaker for a few moments 
without answering.%

"I have seen you before," he said at last.  "Do you remember preaching on the 
village green at Hayslope in Loamshire?" 

"Yes, sir, surely.  Are you the gentleman that stayed to listen on horseback?" 
"Yes.  Why do you want to go into the prison?" 
"I want to go to Hetty Sorrel, the young woman who has been condemned to 

death--and to stay with her, if I may be permitted.  Have you power in the 
prison, sir?" 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

chin: (n) jaw, Kuki, jawbone, 
lineament, rap, jowl; (v) elevate, 
speak, chin up, confer, bring up. 

condemned: (adj) censured, convicted, 
doomed, destined, appropriated, 
taken, taken over, fated, seized, 
predestined; (adj, v) guilty. 

pavement: (n) walk, paving, path, 
pathway, road surface, pave, 
sidewalk, floor, curbside, trottoir, 
earth. 

permitted: (adj) allowed, permissible, 

allowable, admissible, lawful, free, 
approved, legitimate, legal, legalized, 
venial. ANTONYMS: (adj) unlawful, 
constrained. 

stayed: (v) staid, serious, philosophic, 
sedate, platonic, stoical; (n) stays; 
(adj) late. 

stroking: (v) caress, strike, blow; (n) 
cam stroke, feeling, effleurage, 
diagonal, CVA, commendation, 
glide, slash. 

sunset: (n) dusk, sundown, nightfall,  

twilight, night, sunsetting, periodic 
event, crepuscule, atmospheric 
phenomenon, hour, recurrent event. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sunrise, daybreak. 

sweet: (adj) fresh, mellow, lovable, 
dear, pleasant, musical, melodious, 
pleasing, sugary; (adj, v) lovely; (adj, 
n) beloved. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
discordant, bitter, acid, sharp, acidic, 
pungent, salty, harsh, detestable, 
cacophonous, dry. 
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"Yes; I am a magistrate, and can get admittance for you.  But did you know 
this criminal, Hetty Sorrel?" 

"Yes, we are kin.  My own aunt married her uncle, Martin Poyser.  But I was 
away at Leeds, and didn't know of this great trouble in time to get here before to-
day.  I entreat you, sir, for the love of our heavenly Father, to let me go to her 
and stay with her." 

"How did you know she was condemned to death, if you are only just come 
from Leeds?" 

"I have seen my uncle since the trial, sir.  He is gone back to his home now, 
and the poor sinner is forsaken of all.  I beseech you to get leave for me to be 
with her." 

"What!  Have you courage to stay all night in the prison?  She is very sullen, 
and will scarcely make answer when she is spoken to." 

"Oh, sir, it may please God to open her heart still.  Don't let us delay." 
"Come, then," said the elderly gentleman, ringing and gaining admission, "I 

know you have a key to unlock hearts." 
Dinah mechanically took off her bonnet and shawl as soon as they were 

within the prison court, from the habit she had of throwing them off when she 
preached or prayed, or visited the sick; and when they entered the jailer's room, 
she laid them down on a chair unthinkingly.  There was no agitation visible in 
her, but a deep concentrated calmness, as if, even when she was speaking, her 
soul was in prayer reposing on an unseen support.%

After speaking to the jailer, the magistrate turned to her and said, "The 
turnkey will take you to the prisoner's cell and leave you there for the night, if 
you desire it, but you can't have a light during the night--it is contrary to rules.  
My name is Colonel Townley: if I can help you in anything, ask the jailer for my 
address and come to me.  I take some interest in this Hetty Sorrel, for the sake of 
that fine fellow, Adam Bede.  I happened to see him at Hayslope the same 
evening I heard you preach, and recognized him in court to-day, ill as he 
looked." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

admittance: (n) access, accession, 
introduction, door, matriculation, 
inlet, permit, entrance, entree, entry, 
input. 

entreat: (v) beg, beseech, ask, implore, 
pray, adjure, appeal, request, conjure, 
crave, bid. ANTONYMS: (v) demand, 
reject. 

gaining: (n) acceptance, acquisition, 
attainment, capture; (adj) ahead, 
fortunate. ANTONYM: (n) loss. 

jailer: (n) prison guard, guard, keeper, 

screw, turnkey, warder, jailor, custos, 
custodian, goaler, lawman. 

reposing: (adj) calm, asleep. 
sinner: (n) criminal, miscreant, culprit, 

sinful, trespasser, transgressor, 
evildoer, magdalen, rascal, villain, 
sinners. 

turnkey: (n) jailer, gaoler, keeper, 
warder, jailor, guard, custodian, 
screw, ranger, prison guard, custos. 

unseen: (adj, v) unknown; (adj) 
invisible, concealed, hidden,  

unobserved, secret, veiled, latent; (v) 
unheeded, unperceived; (n) spiritual 
world. ANTONYMS: (adj) seen, 
visible, open, famous, noticeable. 

unthinkingly: (adv) inconsiderately, 
carelessly, rashly, incautiously, 
mindlessly, imprudently, foolishly, 
involuntarily, heedlessly, negligently, 
recklessly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
consciously, deliberately, carefully, 
anxiously, discreetly, sensibly, 
tactfully, considerately. 
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"Ah, sir, can you tell me anything about him?  Can you tell me where he 
lodges?  For my poor uncle was too much weighed down with trouble to 
remember." 

"Close by here.  I inquired all about him of Mr. Irwine.  He lodges over a 
tinman's shop, in the street on the right hand as you entered the prison.  There is 
an old school-master with him.  Now, good-bye: I wish you success." 

"Farewell, sir.  I am grateful to you." 
As Dinah crossed the prison court with the turnkey, the solemn evening light 

seemed to make the walls higher than they were by day, and the sweet pale face 
in the cap was more than ever like a white flower on this background of gloom.  
The turnkey looked askance at her all the while, but never spoke.  He somehow 
felt that the sound of his own rude voice would be grating just then.  He struck a 
light as they entered the dark corridor leading to the condemned cell, and then 
said in his most civil tone, "It'll be pretty nigh dark in the cell a'ready, but I can 
stop with my light a bit, if you like." 

"Nay, friend, thank you," said Dinah.  "I wish to go in alone." 
"As you like," said the jailer, turning the harsh key in the lock and opening 

the door wide enough to admit Dinah.  A jet of light from his lantern fell on the 
opposite corner of the cell, where Hetty was sitting on her straw pallet with her 
face buried in her knees.  It seemed as if she were asleep, and yet the grating of 
the lock would have been likely to waken her.%

The door closed again, and the only light in the cell was that of the evening 
sky, through the small high grating--enough to discern human faces by.  Dinah 
stood still for a minute, hesitating to speak because Hetty might be asleep, and 
looking at the motionless heap with a yearning heart.  Then she said, softly, 
"Hetty!" 

There was a slight movement perceptible in Hetty's frame--a start such as 
might have been produced by a feeble electrical shock--but she did not look up.  
Dinah spoke again, in a tone made stronger by irrepressible emotion, "Hetty...it's 
Dinah." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

askance: (adj) asquint, awry, askant, 
sidelong, oblique, indirect, squint; 
(adv) suspiciously, obliquely, 
mistrustfully, edgewise. ANTONYM: 
(adv) trustingly. 

electrical: (adj) electrics, thrilling, 
electricity, galvanic, automated. 

emotion: (n) love, feeling, passion, 
heart, commotion, mood, pathos, 
excitement, sensibility; (n, v) 
sensation; (v) impression. 
ANTONYMS: (n) detachment,  

coldness, unfeelingness, calmness. 
heap: (n, v) pile, aggregate, amass; (n) 

collection, accumulation, mound, 
mass, group, lot; (v) bank, collect. 
ANTONYM: (v) tidy. 

lantern: (n) beacon, light, dormer, 
tube, lighting fitting, bedside light, 
street light, street lamp, oil lamp, 
lime light, lanthorn. 

pallet: (n) bed, stillage, berth, range, 
tester, stretcher, shakedown, scope, 
reach, bunk, paillasse. 

rude: (adj, n) rough, impudent, coarse, 
abrupt, bold; (adj) blunt, 
discourteous, impolite, brutal, crude, 
mean. ANTONYMS: (adj) polite, 
refined, courteous, chivalrous, civil, 
proper, decent, exact, clean, gentle, 
inoffensive. 

waken: (v) stir, awaken, wake, wake 
up, arouse, awake, excite, call, kindle, 
evoke, provoke. 

weighed: (adj) determined, deliberate, 
tared. 
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Again there was a slight startled movement through Hetty's frame, and 
without uncovering her face, she raised her head a little, as if listening.%

"Hetty...Dinah is come to you." 
After a moment's pause, Hetty lifted her head slowly and timidly from her 

knees and raised her eyes.  The two pale faces were looking at each other: one 
with a wild hard despair in it, the other full of sad yearning love.  Dinah 
unconsciously opened her arms and stretched them out. 

"Don't you know me, Hetty?  Don't you remember Dinah?  Did you think I 
wouldn't come to you in trouble?" 

Hetty kept her eyes fixed on Dinah's face--at first like an animal that gazes, 
and gazes, and keeps aloof. 

"I'm come to be with you, Hetty--not to leave you--to stay with you--to be 
your sister to the last." 

Slowly, while Dinah was speaking, Hetty rose, took a step forward, and was 
clasped in Dinah's arms. 

They stood so a long while, for neither of them felt the impulse to move apart 
again.  Hetty, without any distinct thought of it, hung on this something that was 
come to clasp her now, while she was sinking helpless in a dark gulf; and Dinah 
felt a deep joy in the first sign that her love was welcomed by the wretched lost 
one.  The light got fainter as they stood, and when at last they sat down on the 
straw pallet together, their faces had become indistinct. 

Not a word was spoken.  Dinah waited, hoping for a spontaneous word from 
Hetty, but she sat in the same dull despair, only clutching the hand that held hers 
and leaning her cheek against Dinah's.  It was the human contact she clung to, 
but she was not the less sinking into the dark gulf. 

Dinah began to doubt whether Hetty was conscious who it was that sat 
beside her.  She thought suffering and fear might have driven the poor sinner out 
of her mind.  But it was borne in upon her, as she afterwards said, that she must 
not hurry God's work: we are overhasty to speak--as if God did not manifest 
himself by our silent feeling, and make his love felt through ours.  She did not 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cheek: (n) audacity, nerve, brass, 
boldness, impertinence, face, lip, 
mouth, gall, insolence, impudence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) respect, cowardice, 
timidity, humbleness, meekness, 
reticence, seriousness; (v) praise. 

frame: (n, v) construct, design, 
fabricate, make, fashion, border, 
build, forge; (v) draft, erect, contrive. 

manifest: (adj) evident, distinct, 
conspicuous, clear, patent, plain; (v) 
display, demonstrate, exhibit,  

evidence; (n, v) declare. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hide; (adj) hidden, 
obscure, secret, inconspicuous, 
veiled, furtive, avoidable, 
ambiguous; (adv) absent. 

spontaneous: (adj, v) gratuitous, free; 
(adj) instinctive, natural, automatic, 
impromptu, improvised, offhand, 
impetuous, impulsive, 
extemporaneous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
forced, prearranged, prepared, 
induced, considered, calculated,  

inhibited, welcome, affected, 
voluntary, premeditated. 

stretched: (adj) extended, stiff, tight, 
tense, stretched out, strained, 
expanded, outstretched, elongated, 
outspread, prolonged. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) loose, short. 

uncovering: (n) breakthrough, 
detection, revelation, baring, find, 
denudation, disforestation, espial, 
catching, husking, stripping. 
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know how long they sat in that way, but it got darker and darker, till there was 
only a pale patch of light on the opposite wall: all the rest was darkness.  But she 
felt the Divine presence more and more--nay, as if she herself were a part of it, 
and it was the Divine pity that was beating in her heart and was willing the 
rescue of this helpless one.  At last she was prompted to speak and find out how 
far Hetty was conscious of the present.%

"Hetty," she said gently, "do you know who it is that sits by your side?" 
"Yes," Hetty answered slowly, "it's Dinah." 
"And do you remember the time when we were at the Hall Farm together, 

and that night when I told you to be sure and think of me as a friend in trouble?" 
"Yes," said Hetty.  Then, after a pause, she added, "But you can do nothing for 

me.  You can't make 'em do anything.  They'll hang me o' Monday--it's Friday 
now." 

As Hetty said the last words, she clung closer to Dinah, shuddering. 
"No, Hetty, I can't save you from that death.  But isn't the suffering less hard 

when you have somebody with you, that feels for you--that you can speak to, 
and say what's in your heart?...Yes, Hetty: you lean on me: you are glad to have 
me with you." 

"You won't leave me, Dinah?  You'll keep close to me?" 
"No, Hetty, I won't leave you.  I'll stay with you to the last....But, Hetty, there 

is some one else in this cell besides me, some one close to you." 
Hetty said, in a frightened whisper, "Who?" 
"Some one who has been with you through all your hours of sin and trouble--

who has known every thought you have had--has seen where you went, where 
you lay down and rose up again, and all the deeds you have tried to hide in 
darkness.  And on Monday, when I can't follow you--when my arms can't reach 
you--when death has parted us--He who is with us now, and knows all, will be 
with you then.  It makes no difference--whether we live or die, we are in the 
presence of God." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

conscious: (adj) alive, premeditated, 
mindful, deliberate, cognizant, 
calculated, intended, discerning, self-
conscious, studied, voluntary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unaware, 
ignorant, unintentional, dead, 
accidental, inanimate, spontaneous, 
subconscious, unplanned, 
inadvertent, oblivious. 

hang: (adj, n, v) suspend; (v) dangle, 
depend, drape, float, fall, hover, 
append, string up; (n, v) delay; (adj)  

hung. 
pale: (adj) faint, wan, dull, weak, light, 

bloodless, pallid; (adj, v) dim; (n) 
boundary, confine; (v) blanch. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, rosy, 
brown, well, glowing, vivid, healthy, 
clear, colorful; (v) redden, darken. 

prompted: (adj) impelled, driven, 
encouraged, provoked, pressed; (n) 
contumely, abuse, discussions, 
dictated, insult, invective. 

rescue: (n, v) release, ransom, salvage; 

(n) deliverance, delivery, relieve; (v) 
extricate, recover, free, save, redeem. 
ANTONYMS: (n) involvement, loss, 
abandonment, downfall; (n, v) 
capture; (v) endanger, lose, 
aggravate. 

suffering: (n) distress, agony, 
affliction, anguish, torture, grief, 
torment, misery, hardship; (adj, n) 
hurt; (adj) miserable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj, n) content; (n) peace, ecstasy, joy, 
pleasure. 
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"Oh, Dinah, won't nobody do anything for me?  Will they hang me for 
certain?...I wouldn't mind if they'd let me live." 

"My poor Hetty, death is very dreadful to you.  I know it's dreadful.  But if 
you had a friend to take care of you after death--in that other world--some one 
whose love is greater than mine--who can do everything?...If God our Father was 
your friend, and was willing to save you from sin and suffering, so as you should 
neither know wicked feelings nor pain again?  If you could believe he loved you 
and would help you, as you believe I love you and will help you, it wouldn't be 
so hard to die on Monday, would it?" 

"But I can't know anything about it," Hetty said, with sullen sadness.%

"Because, Hetty, you are shutting up your soul against him, by trying to hide 
the truth.  God's love and mercy can overcome all things--our ignorance, and 
weakness, and all the burden of our past wickedness--all things but our wilful 
sin, sin that we cling to, and will not give up.  You believe in my love and pity 
for you, Hetty, but if you had not let me come near you, if you wouldn't have 
looked at me or spoken to me, you'd have shut me out from helping you.  I 
couldn't have made you feel my love; I couldn't have told you what I felt for you.  
Don't shut God's love out in that way, by clinging to sin....He can't bless you 
while you have one falsehood in your soul; his pardoning mercy can't reach you 
until you open your heart to him, and say, 'I have done this great wickedness; O 
God, save me, make me pure from sin.'  While you cling to one sin and will not 
part with it, it must drag you down to misery after death, as it has dragged you 
to misery here in this world, my poor, poor Hetty.  It is sin that brings dread, and 
darkness, and despair: there is light and blessedness for us as soon as we cast it 
off.  God enters our souls then, and teaches us, and brings us strength and peace.  
Cast it off now, Hetty--now: confess the wickedness you have done--the sin you 
have been guilty of against your Heavenly Father.  Let us kneel down together, 
for we are in the presence of God." 

Hetty obeyed Dinah's movement, and sank on her knees.  They still held each 
other's hands, and there was long silence. Then Dinah said, "Hetty, we are before 
God.  He is waiting for you to tell the truth." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

drag: (v) attract, draw, lug, cart, heave, 
tow; (n, v) pull, puff; (adv, v) trail; (n) 
bother; (adj) dragging. ANTONYMS: 
(n) pleasure; (v) hasten, hurry, shove, 
speed, rush, propel, fly. 

dragged: (adj) depressed, dejected, 
upset, unhappy, spent, dispirited, 
somber, melancholy, gloomy, joyless, 
low. 

pardoning: (adj) forgiving, lenient, 
easy; (adv) forgivingly; (v) forgive. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unforgiving. 

shutting: (n) closing, conclusion, end, 
closure, ending, finish, mop up, 
culmination, closedown; (adj) 
confining, claudent. ANTONYM: (n) 
opening. 

weakness: (adj, n) failing, fault, 
debility, defect, infirmity, fragility, 
feebleness, deficiency, imperfection, 
foible; (n) flaw. ANTONYMS: (n) 
power, dislike, intensity, supremacy, 
determination, advantage, 
brightness, superiority, resistance,  

robustness, energy. 
wicked: (adj) bad, sinful, atrocious, 

evil, vile, depraved, mischievous, 
immoral, unholy, nasty, naughty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) innocent, pure, 
pious, moral, kind, admirable, 
kindhearted, helpful, decent, 
assisting, aiding. 

wilful: (adj) headstrong, deliberate, 
intentional, knowing, designed, 
wayward, obstinate, willful, 
stubborn, studied, persistent. 
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Still there was silence.  At last Hetty spoke, in a tone of beseeching-- 
"Dinah...help me...I can't feel anything like you...my heart is hard." 
Dinah held the clinging hand, and all her soul went forth in her voice: 
"Jesus, thou present Saviour!  Thou hast known the depths of all sorrow: thou 

hast entered that black darkness where God is not, and hast uttered the cry of the 
forsaken.  Come Lord, and gather of the fruits of thy travail and thy pleading.  
Stretch forth thy hand, thou who art mighty to save to the uttermost, and rescue 
this lost one.  She is clothed round with thick darkness.  The fetters of her sin are 
upon her, and she cannot stir to come to thee.  She can only feel her heart is hard, 
and she is helpless.  She cries to me, thy weak creature....Saviour!  It is a blind cry 
to thee.  Hear it!  Pierce the darkness!  Look upon her with thy face of love and 
sorrow that thou didst turn on him who denied thee, and melt her hard heart.%

"See, Lord, I bring her, as they of old brought the sick and helpless, and thou 
didst heal them.  I bear her on my arms and carry her before thee.  Fear and 
trembling have taken hold on her, but she trembles only at the pain and death of 
the body.  Breathe upon her thy life-giving Spirit, and put a new fear within her-
- the fear of her sin.  Make her dread to keep the accursed thing within her soul.  
Make her feel the presence of the living God, who beholds all the past, to whom 
the darkness is as noonday; who is waiting now, at the eleventh hour, for her to 
turn to him, and confess her sin, and cry for mercy--now, before the night of 
death comes, and the moment of pardon is for ever fled, like yesterday that 
returneth not. 

"Saviour!  It is yet time--time to snatch this poor soul from everlasting 
darkness.  I believe--I believe in thy infinite love.  What is my love or my 
pleading?  It is quenched in thine.  I can only clasp her in my weak arms and 
urge her with my weak pity.  Thou--thou wilt breathe on the dead soul, and it 
shall arise from the unanswering sleep of death. 

"Yea, Lord, I see thee, coming through the darkness coming, like the morning, 
with healing on thy wings.  The marks of thy agony are upon thee--I see, I see 
thou art able and willing to save-- thou wilt not let her perish forever.  "Come, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

clothed: (adj) dressed, wrapped, 
cloaked, robed, covered, attired, 
vested, absorbed, decent; (v) 
accustomed, arrayed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unclothed. 

fetters: (n) chains, captivity, bond, 
restraint, irons, handcuffs, iron, 
enduring; (v) confine, fee, embellish. 
ANTONYM: (n) liberation. 

fruits: (n) revenue. 
life-giving: (adj) vital. 
perish: (v) expire, pass away, decease, 

go, fade, decay, depart, fall, pass, 
ruin, annihilate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
survive, live, appear. 

quenched: (adj) extinct, quelled, out, 
slaked, squelched, dead, kayoed, 
permanently inactive, prohibited, 
proscribed, put out. 

saviour: (n) deliverer, rescuer, savior, 
redeemer, Christ, saver, liberator, 
recoverer, messianic, Jesus Christ, 
Jesus. 

snatch: (n, v) pinch, snap, catch, grip;  

(v) abduct, clutch, kidnap, seize, jerk, 
capture, pluck. ANTONYM: (v) 
release. 

travail: (n, v) labor, toil, labour, grind, 
childbirth, confinement; (v) drudge, 
moil; (n) effort, sweat, exertion. 

uttermost: (adj, n) extreme; (adj, adv) 
farthest; (n) maximum, level best; 
(adj) furthest, utter, last, farthermost, 
furthermost, ultimate, most. 
ANTONYM: (adj) moderate. 
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mighty Saviour!  Let the dead hear thy voice.  Let the eyes of the blind be 
opened.  Let her see that God encompasses her.  Let her tremble at nothing but at 
the sin that cuts her off from him.  Melt the hard heart.  Unseal the closed lips: 
make her cry with her whole soul, 'Father, I have sinned.'..." 

"Dinah," Hetty sobbed out, throwing her arms round Dinah's neck, "I will 
speak...I will tell...I won't hide it any more." 

But the tears and sobs were too violent.  Dinah raised her gently from her 
knees and seated her on the pallet again, sitting down by her side.  It was a long 
time before the convulsed throat was quiet, and even then they sat some time in 
stillness and darkness, holding each other's hands.  At last Hetty whispered, "I 
did do it, Dinah...I buried it in the wood...the little baby...and it cried...I heard it 
cry...ever such a way off...all night...and I went back because it cried." 

She paused, and then spoke hurriedly in a louder, pleading tone.%

"But I thought perhaps it wouldn't die--there might somebody find it.  I didn't 
kill it--I didn't kill it myself.  I put it down there and covered it up, and when I 
came back it was gone....It was because I was so very miserable, Dinah...I didn't 
know where to go...and I tried to kill myself before, and I couldn't.  Oh, I tried so 
to drown myself in the pool, and I couldn't.  I went to Windsor--I ran away--did 
you know? I went to find him, as he might take care of me; and he was gone; and 
then I didn't know what to do.  I daredn't go back home again--I couldn't bear it.  
I couldn't have bore to look at anybody, for they'd have scorned me.  I thought o' 
you sometimes, and thought I'd come to you, for I didn't think you'd be cross 
with me, and cry shame on me.  I thought I could tell you.  But then the other 
folks 'ud come to know it at last, and I couldn't bear that.  It was partly thinking 
o' you made me come toward Stoniton; and, besides, I was so frightened at going 
wandering about till I was a beggar-woman, and had nothing; and sometimes it 
seemed as if I must go back to the farm sooner than that.  Oh, it was so dreadful, 
Dinah...I was so miserable...I wished I'd never been born into this world.  I 
should never like to go into the green fields again--I hated 'em so in my misery." 

Hetty paused again, as if the sense of the past were too strong upon her for 
words. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blind: (n) curtain, shutter, veil, drape, 
awning, trick; (v) bedazzle, dazzle, 
daze; (adj) sightless; (adj, v) obscure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sighted, 
uncovered, understanding, sharp, 
seeing, revealed, quick, perceptive, 
open, controlled, cautious. 

bore: (v) dig, tire, pierce, tap, annoy, 
perforate; (n, v) bother, plague; (n) 
auger, well, gimlet. ANTONYMS: (v) 
fascinate, excite, hypnotize, engage, 
entertain, stimulate; (n) charmer,  

exciter, excitement, pleasure. 
buried: (adj) hidden, covert, interred, 

underground, inhumed, profound, 
covered, ulterior; (v) perdu, imbed, 
embed. ANTONYMS: (adj) explicit, 
overt. 

hated: (adj) despised, disliked, not 
liked, reviled, scorned, unloved, 
unpopular. ANTONYM: (adj) 
precious. 

hurriedly: (adv) rapidly, quickly, 
swiftly, abruptly, promptly, fast, in  

haste, suddenly, speedily, rashly, 
precipitately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
calmly, unhurriedly, patiently, 
carefully, gradually, thoroughly. 

scorned: (adj) detested, hated, abject, 
neglected, contemptuous, despicable, 
insolent, undesirable, unloved, 
unpopular, mean. 

whispered: (adj) low, voiceless, 
unvoiced, nonvocal, weak, unheard, 
surd, supposed, sharp, thought, 
quiet. 
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"And %then I got to Stoniton, and I began to feel frightened that night, 
because I was so near home.  And then the little baby was born, when I didn't 
expect it; and the thought came into my mind that I might get rid of it and go 
home again.  The thought came all of a sudden, as I was lying in the bed, and it 
got stronger and stronger...I longed so to go back again...I couldn't bear being so 
lonely and coming to beg for want.  And it gave me strength and resolution to 
get up and dress myself.  I felt I must do it...I didn't know how...I thought I'd 
find a pool, if I could, like that other, in the corner of the field, in the dark.  And 
when the woman went out, I felt as if I was strong enough to do anything...I 
thought I should get rid of all my misery, and go back home, and never let 'em 
know why I ran away I put on my bonnet and shawl, and went out into the dark 
street, with the baby under my cloak; and I walked fast till I got into a street a 
good way off, and there was a public, and I got some warm stuff to drink and 
some bread.  And I walked on and on, and I hardly felt the ground I trod on; and 
it got lighter, for there came the moon-- oh, Dinah, it frightened me when it first 
looked at me out o' the clouds--it never looked so before; and I turned out of the 
road into the fields, for I was afraid o' meeting anybody with the moon shining 
on me.  And I came to a haystack, where I thought I could lie down and keep 
myself warm all night.  There was a place cut into it, where I could make me a 
bed, and I lay comfortable, and the baby was warm against me; and I must have 
gone to sleep for a good while, for when I woke it was morning, but not very 
light, and the baby was crying.  And I saw a wood a little way off...I thought 
there'd perhaps be a ditch or a pond there...and it was so early I thought I could 
hide the child there, and get a long way off before folks was up.  And then I 
thought I'd go home--I'd get rides in carts and go home and tell 'em I'd been to 
try and see for a place, and couldn't get one.  I longed so for it, Dinah, I longed so 
to be safe at home.  I don't know how I felt about the baby.  I seemed to hate it--it 
was like a heavy weight hanging round my neck; and yet its crying went through 
me, and I daredn't look at its little hands and face. But I went on to the wood, 
and I walked about, but there was no water...." 

Hetty shuddered.  She was silent for some moments, and when she began 
again, it was in a whisper. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bread: (n) livelihood, bun, 
maintenance, cash, currency, loot, 
dough, pelf, food, sustenance, kale. 

ditch: (n) canal, channel, dike; (v) 
desert, dump, chuck, abandon, 
discard, cut, leave; (n, v) moat. 
ANTONYMS: (v) accept, take, adopt, 
maintain; (n) ridge. 

dress: (n, v) attire, costume, clothe, 
apparel, clothing, array, trim, garb, 
rig, cover; (n) dressing. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) undress; (v) uncover, disrobe,  

rumple, strip, wrinkle. 
hate: (v) abhor, detest, loathe, 

abominate; (n) enmity, abhorrence, 
detestation, hatred, animosity, 
antipathy, aversion. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) like; (v) adore, cherish, admire; (n) 
attraction, liking, delight, adoration. 

moon: (adj) lunar; (n) month, 
moonshine, satellite, moonlight, luck, 
lunar month, GHURRY, epoch, orb of 
night; (v) daydream. 

resolution: (n) determination,  

purpose, firmness, conclusion, 
answer, solution, resolve, 
decomposition, resoluteness, 
perseverance, settlement. 
ANTONYMS: (n) problem, 
feebleness, indecision, irresoluteness, 
irresolution, weakness, indifference. 

stronger: (adj) reprobate, insensible, 
reproof, iniquity, hardening, 
shameless, graceless, immoralities, 
ministry; (v) Milman, misery. 

woke: (v) arouse. 
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"I %came to a place where there was lots of chips and turf, and I sat down on 
the trunk of a tree to think what I should do.  And all of a sudden I saw a hole 
under the nut-tree, like a little grave.  And it darted into me like lightning--I'd lay 
the baby there and cover it with the grass and the chips.  I couldn't kill it any 
other way.  And I'd done it in a minute; and, oh, it cried so, Dinah--I couldn't 
cover it quite up--I thought perhaps somebody 'ud come and take care of it, and 
then it wouldn't die.  And I made haste out of the wood, but I could hear it 
crying all the while; and when I got out into the fields, it was as if I was held fast-
-I couldn't go away, for all I wanted so to go.  And I sat against the haystack to 
watch if anybody 'ud come.  I was very hungry, and I'd only a bit of bread left, 
but I couldn't go away.  And after ever such a while--hours and hours--the man 
came--him in a smock-frock, and he looked at me so, I was frightened, and I 
made haste and went on.  I thought he was going to the wood and would 
perhaps find the baby.  And I went right on, till I came to a village, a long way 
off from the wood, and I was very sick, and faint, and hungry.  I got something 
to eat there, and bought a loaf.  But I was frightened to stay.  I heard the baby 
crying, and thought the other folks heard it too--and I went on.  But I was so 
tired, and it was getting towards dark.  And at last, by the roadside there was a 
barn--ever such a way off any house--like the barn in Abbot's Close, and I 
thought I could go in there and hide myself among the hay and straw, and 
nobody 'ud be likely to come.  I went in, and it was half full o' trusses of straw, 
and there was some hay too.  And I made myself a bed, ever so far behind, where 
nobody could find me; and I was so tired and weak, I went to sleep....But oh, the 
baby's crying kept waking me, and I thought that man as looked at me so was 
come and laying hold of me.  But I must have slept a long while at last, though I 
didn't know, for when I got up and went out of the barn, I didn't know whether 
it was night or morning.  But it was morning, for it kept getting lighter, and I 
turned back the way I'd come.  I couldn't help it, Dinah; it was the baby's crying 
made me go--and yet I was frightened to death.  I thought that man in the 
smock-frock 'ud see me and know I put the baby there.  But I went on, for all 
that.  I'd left off thinking about going home--it had gone out o' my mind.  I saw 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

chips: (n) money, potato crisps, sticks, 
featherings, coin. 

grass: (v) denounce, betray; (n) forage, 
cannabis, hay, pasture, fink, sward, 
pasturage; (adj, n) green, marijuana. 
ANTONYM: (n) patriot. 

hole: (adj, n) gap; (n) aperture, den, 
hollow, crack, pocket, break, lair, pit, 
fix, depression. ANTONYMS: (n) 
mansion, mend. 

lots: (adj, n) plenty, heaps; (adj) a lot, 
galore; (n) many, scores, scads,  

oodles, much, masses; (adv) a great 
deal. ANTONYM: (n) few. 

sick: (adj) ill, queasy, poorly, ailing, 
weary, diseased, sickly, morbid; (adj, 
v) indisposed, unwell; (adj, n) invalid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, fond, 
wholesome. 

tired: (adj, v) fatigued, weary, 
exhausted, stale; (adj) threadbare, 
commonplace, trite, banal, haggard, 
stock, jaded. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
invigorated, alert, refreshed,  

energetic, original, strong, awake, 
energized, lively, rested, relaxed. 

tree: (n) gallows, gibbet, stem, 
pedigree, kurchee, quandong, poon, 
platan, lemonwood, lancewood, 
lacebark. 

weak: (adj, n) frail; (adj) flat, watery, 
fragile, flimsy, faint, thin, light, 
sickly, soft, nerveless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) concentrated, firm, brave, safe, 
forceful, effective, healthy, intense, 
determined, powerful, robust. 
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nothing but that place in the wood where I'd buried the baby...I see it now.  Oh 
Dinah! shall I allays see it?" 

Hetty clung round Dinah and shuddered again.  The silence seemed long 
before she went on.%

"I met nobody, for it was very early, and I got into the wood....I knew the way 
to the place...the place against the nut-tree; and I could hear it crying at every 
step....I thought it was alive....I don't know whether I was frightened or glad...I 
don't know what I felt.  I only know I was in the wood and heard the cry.  I don't 
know what I felt till I saw the baby was gone.  And when I'd put it there, I 
thought I should like somebody to find it and save it from dying; but when I saw 
it was gone, I was struck like a stone, with fear.  I never thought o' stirring, I felt 
so weak.  I knew I couldn't run away, and everybody as saw me 'ud know about 
the baby.  My heart went like a stone.  I couldn't wish or try for anything; it 
seemed like as if I should stay there forever, and nothing 'ud ever change.  But 
they came and took me away." 

Hetty was silent, but she shuddered again, as if there was still something 
behind; and Dinah waited, for her heart was so full that tears must come before 
words.  At last Hetty burst out, with a sob, "Dinah, do you think God will take 
away that crying and the place in the wood, now I've told everything?" 

"Let us pray, poor sinner.  Let us fall on our knees again, and pray to the God 
of all mercy." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

burst: (adj, n, v) crack; (adj, v) split, 
blow up, explode, splinter, detonate; 
(n, v) rupture, blast; (adj, n) flash; (v) 
break out, belch. ANTONYMS: (v) 
attach, join, connect, fasten, trickle. 

everybody: (adv) each, any; (n, pron) 
anyone, anybody; (n) every person, 
world, everything, horde, throng; 
(pron) any person, someone. 
ANTONYMS: (n, pron) nobody. 

forever: (adv) always, eternally, 
evermore, everlastingly, continually, 

permanently; (adj) eternal, 
permanent; (n) eternity; (adj, adv) 
interminably, ad infinitum. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) occasionally, 
never, sporadically; (adv) briefly, 
intermittently. 

silence: (adj, n, v) calm, still; (int, n, v) 
hush; (n, v) lull; (n) mum; (adj, v) 
appease; (v) mute, allay, pacify, 
muzzle; (int, v) shut up. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sound, openness, 
uproar, movement; (v) amplify,  

Louden, encourage, rouse. 
silent: (adj, adv) motionless; (adj) 

dumb, tacit, mute, noiseless, 
reserved, placid, reticent, mum, 
taciturn, hush. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spoken, talkative, loud, explicit, 
open, live, forthcoming, verbal, 
audible, talking, moving. 

tears: (n) cry, crying, snivel, brine, 
weeping, activity, bawling, bodily 
function, bodily process, body 
process, lacerations. 
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CHAPTER  XLV I  

 
THE  HOURS  OF  SUSPENSE  

 
 

On Sunday morning, when the church bells in Stoniton were ringing for 
morning service, Bartle Massey re-entered Adam's room, after a short absence, 
and said, "Adam, here's a visitor wants to see you." 

Adam was seated with is back towards the door, but he started up and 
turned round instantly, with a flushed face and an eager look.  His face was even 
thinner and more worn than we have seen it before, but he was washed and 
shaven this Sunday morning.%

"Is it any news?" he said. 
"Keep yourself quiet, my lad," said Bartle; "keep quiet.  It's not what you're 

thinking of.  It's the young Methodist woman come from the prison.  She's at the 
bottom o' the stairs, and wants to know if you think well to see her, for she has 
something to say to you about that poor castaway; but she wouldn't come in 
without your leave, she said.  She thought you'd perhaps like to go out and 
speak to her.  These preaching women are not so back'ard commonly," Bartle 
muttered to himself. 

"Ask her to come in," said Adam. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bells: (n) addition, approval, 
matrimony, marriage, approbation, 
wedding. 

castaway: (adj, n) outcast, pariah; (adj) 
rejected, shipwrecked, pilgarlic; (n) 
recreant, defaulter, abject, derelict, 
abandoned person, heretic. 

eager: (adj) avid, ardent, agog, acute, 
zealous, enthusiastic, keen, 
ambitious, industrious, studious; (adj, 
n) earnest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indifferent, unconcerned, apathetic,  

disinterested, unwilling, 
unenthusiastic, lukewarm, patient, 
reluctant, listless, bored. 

instantly: (adv, n) directly; (adj, adv) 
immediately, at once; (adv) 
instantaneously, promptly, forthwith, 
now, readily, quickly, momently, 
momentarily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
later, slowly, gradually. 

muttered: (adj) garbled, incoherent, 
broken, inarticulate. 

ringing: (n) buzz, peal, resonance,  

ring, sound; (adj) reverberant, 
jingling, loud, resounding, tinkling, 
hollow. 

stairs: (n) stair, ladder, staircase, 
stairway, flight of steps, flight, steps, 
flight of stairs, escalator, 
companionway, backstairs. 

started: (adv) happening, in progress, 
ongoing; (v) stert, leaped. 

visitor: (n) visitant, tourist, company, 
traveler, caller, inspector, stranger, 
foreigner, alien, sightseer, surveyor. 
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He was standing with his face towards the door, and as Dinah entered, lifting 
up her mild grey eyes towards him, she saw at once the great change that had 
come since the day when she had looked up at the tall man in the cottage.  There 
was a trembling in her clear voice as she put her hand into his and said, "Be 
comforted, Adam Bede, the Lord has not forsaken her." 

"Bless you for coming to her," Adam said.  "Mr. Massey brought me word 
yesterday as you was come." 

They could neither of them say any more just yet, but stood before each other 
in silence; and Bartle Massey, too, who had put on his spectacles, seemed 
transfixed, examining Dinah's face.  But he recovered himself first, and said, "Sit 
down, young woman, sit down," placing the chair for her and retiring to his old 
seat on the bed.%

"Thank you, friend; I won't sit down," said Dinah, "for I must hasten back.  
She entreated me not to stay long away.  What I came for, Adam Bede, was to 
pray you to go and see the poor sinner and bid her farewell.  She desires to ask 
your forgiveness, and it is meet you should see her to-day, rather than in the 
early morning, when the time will be short." 

Adam stood trembling, and at last sank down on his chair again. 
"It won't be," he said, "it'll be put off--there'll perhaps come a pardon.  Mr. 

Irwine said there was hope.  He said, I needn't quite give it up." 
"That's a blessed thought to me," said Dinah, her eyes filling with tears.  "It's 

a fearful thing hurrying her soul away so fast." 
"But let what will be," she added presently.  "You will surely come, and let 

her speak the words that are in her heart.  Although her poor soul is very dark 
and discerns little beyond the things of the flesh, she is no longer hard.  She is 
contrite, she has confessed all to me.  The pride of her heart has given way, and 
she leans on me for help and desires to be taught.  This fills me with trust, for I 
cannot but think that the brethren sometimes err in measuring the Divine love by 
the sinner's knowledge.  She is going to write a letter to the friends at the Hall 
Farm for me to give them when she is gone, and when I told her you were here, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

contrite: (adj) apologetic, sorry, 
remorseful, regretful, rueful, bad, 
ashamed, humble, sorrowful, dreary; 
(adj, v) repentant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrepentant, indifferent, hurtful, 
mean, proud, unremorseful. 

examining: (v) examine, investigate; 
(adj) investigative, curious, 
disquisitive, exploratory, inquiring. 

fearful: (adj, n) afraid; (adj, v) dreadful, 
cowardly; (adj) terrible, 
apprehensive, awful, timid, anxious, 

craven, frightful, eerie. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) rational, calm, confident, bold, 
unimpressed, charming, fearless, 
courageous, reassuring, unafraid, 
wonderful. 

filling: (n) filler, weft, contents, 
loading, plug, packing, pad, 
replenishment, padding, impletion, 
stuffing. ANTONYMS: (adj) light, 
insufficient. 

flesh: (adj) carnality, concupiscence; 
(n) mortality, beef, form, figure,  

frame, person, mankind, humanity, 
meat. 

pride: (n) arrogance, conceit, egotism, 
vanity, lordliness, assumption, 
insolence, disdain, hauteur; (n, v) 
boast; (v) plume. ANTONYMS: (n) 
modesty, sorrow, dregs, disgrace, 
shame, baseness. 

taught: (adj) instructed, educated, 
schooled, instruct, well-bred, 
scholarly, provided; (v) firm, fast, 
close, taut. 
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she said, 'I should like to say good-bye to Adam and ask him to forgive me.'  You 
will come, Adam?  Perhaps you will even now come back with me." 

"I can't," Adam said.  "I can't say good-bye while there's any hope.  I'm 
listening, and listening--I can't think o' nothing but that.  It can't be as she'll die 
that shameful death--I can't bring my mind to it." 

He got up from his chair again and looked away out of the window, while 
Dinah stood with compassionate patience.  In a minute or two he turned round 
and said, "I will come, Dinah...to-morrow morning...if it must be.  I may have 
more strength to bear it, if I know it must be.  Tell her, I forgive her; tell her I will 
come-- at the very last." 

"I will not urge you against the voice of your own heart," said Dinah.  "I must 
hasten back to her, for it is wonderful how she clings now, and was not willing to 
let me out of her sight.  She used never to make any return to my affection 
before, but now tribulation has opened her heart.  Farewell, Adam.  Our 
heavenly Father comfort you and strengthen you to bear all things."  Dinah put 
out her hand, and Adam pressed it in silence.%

Bartle Massey was getting up to lift the stiff latch of the door for her, but 
before he could reach it, she had said gently, "Farewell, friend," and was gone, 
with her light step down the stairs. 

"Well," said Bartle, taking off his spectacles and putting them into his pocket, 
"if there must be women to make trouble in the world, it's but fair there should 
be women to be comforters under it; and she's one--she's one.  It's a pity she's a 
Methodist; but there's no getting a woman without some foolishness or other." 

Adam never went to bed that night.  The excitement of suspense, heightening 
with every hour that brought him nearer the fatal moment, was too great, and in 
spite of his entreaties, in spite of his promises that he would be perfectly quiet, 
the schoolmaster watched too. 

"What does it matter to me, lad?" Bartle said: "a night's sleep more or less?  I 
shall sleep long enough, by and by, underground.  Let me keep thee company in 
trouble while I can." 
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compassionate: (adj) merciful, 
clement, benevolent, kind, humane, 
tender; (adj, v) pitiful; (v) pity; (adj, n) 
gentle, sympathetic, caring. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfeeling, harsh, 
severe, cruel, indifferent, mean, 
uncompassionate, nasty, merciless, 
uncaring, unhelpful. 

fatal: (adj) deadly, pestilent, lethal, 
disastrous, destructive, dangerous, 
deathly, fateful, murderous, critical; 
(adj, v) mortal. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

harmless, nourishing, healthful, 
benign, uncritical, mild. 

heavenly: (adj) celestial, blissful, 
ethereal, delightful, angelic, blessed, 
elysian, holy, unearthly, godlike, 
sacred. ANTONYMS: (adj) worldly, 
miserable, infernal, hellish, 
unappealing, dreadful, turbulent. 

pressed: (adj) compact, urgent, 
printed, pressing, press, stamped, 
pushed, impelled, incited, bound, 
driven. 

strengthen: (v) confirm, corroborate, 
brace, enhance, encourage, 
invigorate, intensify, fortify, toughen, 
stiffen, increase. ANTONYMS: (v) 
undermine, damage, sap, decrease, 
atrophy, demoralize, dilute, 
diminish, exhaust, reduce. 

tribulation: (n) trial, misery, distress, 
ordeal, calamity, trouble, affliction, 
suffering, hardship, pain, grief. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, ease, 
opportunity. 
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It was a long and dreary night in that small chamber.  Adam would 
sometimes get up and tread backwards and forwards along the short space from 
wall to wall; then he would sit down and hide his face, and no sound would be 
heard but the ticking of the watch on the table, or the falling of a cinder from the 
fire which the schoolmaster carefully tended.  Sometimes he would burst out into 
vehement speech, "If I could ha' done anything to save her--if my bearing 
anything would ha' done any good...but t' have to sit still, and know it, and do 
nothing...it's hard for a man to bear...and to think o' what might ha' been now, if 
it hadn't been for him....O God, it's the very day we should ha' been married."%

"Aye, my lad," said Bartle tenderly, "it's heavy--it's heavy.  But you must 
remember this: when you thought of marrying her, you'd a notion she'd got 
another sort of a nature inside her.  You didn't think she could have got 
hardened in that little while to do what she's done." 

"I know--I know that," said Adam.  "I thought she was loving and tender-
hearted, and wouldn't tell a lie, or act deceitful.  How could I think any other 
way?  And if he'd never come near her, and I'd married her, and been loving to 
her, and took care of her, she might never ha' done anything bad.  What would it 
ha' signified-- my having a bit o' trouble with her?  It 'ud ha' been nothing to 
this." 

"There's no knowing, my lad--there's no knowing what might have come.  
The smart's bad for you to bear now: you must have time-- you must have time.  
But I've that opinion of you, that you'll rise above it all and be a man again, and 
there may good come out of this that we don't see." 

"Good come out of it!" said Adam passionately.  "That doesn't alter th' evil: 
Her ruin can't be undone.  I hate that talk o' people, as if there was a way o' 
making amends for everything.  They'd more need be brought to see as the 
wrong they do can never be altered.  When a man's spoiled his fellow-creatur's 
life, he's no right to comfort himself with thinking good may come out of it.  
Somebody else's good doesn't alter her shame and misery." 

"Well, lad, well," said Bartle, in a gentle tone, strangely in contrast with his 
usual peremptoriness and impatience of contradiction, "it's likely enough I talk 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

alter: (v) change, adapt, move, convert, 
adjust, amend, affect, transform, 
correct, vary, shift. ANTONYMS: (v) 
continue, keep, leave, preserve, 
worsen, retain, standardize, 
straighten, clarify. 

cinder: (n) clinker, scoria, charcoal, 
scum, ashes, ember, dross, slag, 
chark, bastard. 

forwards: (adv) ahead, forth, onwards, 
onward, before, fore, forrader, forrad, 
forrard, on, in advance.  

ANTONYMS: (adv) back, behind. 
hardened: (adj) hard, callous, 

confirmed, tough, indurated, 
tempered, unfeeling, inured, 
habitual, enured, veteran. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inexperienced, 
smooth, unaccustomed, untempered, 
feeling, mild. 

passionately: (adv) fervently, 
vehemently, violently, fiercely, 
eagerly, zealously, fervidly, fierily, 
enthusiastically, heatedly, stormily.  

ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
apathetically, calmly, halfheartedly, 
impassively, jokingly, gently. 

peremptoriness: (n) positiveness, 
confidence, certainty, actualness. 

vehement: (adj) fierce, intense, violent, 
strong, furious, passionate, ferocious, 
eager, hot, fervent, fervid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impassionate, 
indifferent, mild, calm. 
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foolishness.  I'm an old fellow, and it's a good many years since I was in trouble 
myself.  It's easy finding reasons why other folks should be patient." 

"Mr. Massey," said Adam penitently, "I'm very hot and hasty.  I owe you 
something different; but you mustn't take it ill of me." 

"Not I, lad--not I." 
So the night wore on in agitation till the chill dawn and the growing light 

brought the tremulous quiet that comes on the brink of despair.  There would 
soon be no more suspense.%

"Let us go to the prison now, Mr. Massey," said Adam, when he saw the hand 
of his watch at six.  "If there's any news come, we shall hear about it." 

The people were astir already, moving rapidly, in one direction, through the 
streets.  Adam tried not to think where they were going, as they hurried past him 
in that short space between his lodging and the prison gates.  He was thankful 
when the gates shut him in from seeing those eager people. 

No; there was no news come--no pardon--no reprieve. 
Adam lingered in the court half an hour before he could bring himself to send 

word to Dinah that he was come.  But a voice caught his ear: he could not shut 
out the words. 

"The cart is to set off at half-past seven." 
It must be said--the last good-bye: there was no help. 
In ten minutes from that time, Adam was at the door of the cell.  Dinah had 

sent him word that she could not come to him; she could not leave Hetty one 
moment; but Hetty was prepared for the meeting. 

He could not see her when he entered, for agitation deadened his senses, and 
the dim cell was almost dark to him.  He stood a moment after the door closed 
behind him, trembling and stupefied. 

But he began to see through the dimness--to see the dark eyes lifted up to 
him once more, but with no smile in them.  O God, how sad they looked!  The 
last time they had met his was when he parted from her with his heart full of 
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dawn: (adj, n) break of day, daybreak; 
(n) beginning, commencement, 
cockcrow, onset, morning, prime, 
aurora; (v) break, begin. 
ANTONYMS: (n) twilight, sunset, 
nightfall, close, departure, demise, 
conclusion, ending; (n, v) end, finish; 
(v) set. 

deadened: (adj) dead, numb, numbed, 
without sensation, duller, unfeeling, 
under, frozen, insensible, insensitive, 
knocked out. 

penitently: (adv) remorsefully, 
penitentially, regretfully, 
apologetically, sorrily, contritely, 
ruefully, sorrowfully, ashamedly, 
repentingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unrepentantly, impenitently, 
unapologetically. 

rapidly: (adv) promptly, speedily, 
swiftly, quick, fleetly, hastily, 
cursorily, readily, expeditiously, fast; 
(adj, adv) immediately. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) permanently, gradually,  

thoroughly, eventually, later, now. 
reprieve: (n, v) pause, postponement, 

pardon, stay; (n) relief, delay, 
abatement, remission, grace; (v) 
remit, adjournment. ANTONYM: (n) 
charge. 

shut: (v) seal, bar, fasten, obstruct, 
lock, exclude; (adj) closed, cut; (n) 
shutting, end, finish. ANTONYMS: 
(v) admit, undo. 

streets: (n) street. 
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joyous hopeful love, and they looked out with a tearful smile from a pink, 
dimpled, childish face.  The face was marble now; the sweet lips were pallid and 
half-open and quivering; the dimples were all gone--all but one, that never went; 
and the eyes--O, the worst of all was the likeness they had to Hetty's.  They were 
Hetty's eyes looking at him with that mournful gaze, as if she had come back to 
him from the dead to tell him of her misery.%

She was clinging close to Dinah; her cheek was against Dinah's.  It seemed as 
if her last faint strength and hope lay in that contact, and the pitying love that 
shone out from Dinah's face looked like a visible pledge of the Invisible Mercy. 

When the sad eyes met--when Hetty and Adam looked at each other-- she felt 
the change in him too, and it seemed to strike her with fresh fear.  It was the first 
time she had seen any being whose face seemed to reflect the change in herself: 
Adam was a new image of the dreadful past and the dreadful present.  She 
trembled more as she looked at him. 

"Speak to him, Hetty," Dinah said; "tell him what is in your heart." 
Hetty obeyed her, like a little child. 
"Adam...I'm very sorry...I behaved very wrong to you...will you forgive 

me...before I die?" 
Adam answered with a half-sob, "Yes, I forgive thee Hetty.  I forgave thee 

long ago." 
It had seemed to Adam as if his brain would burst with the anguish of 

meeting Hetty's eyes in the first moments, but the sound of her voice uttering 
these penitent words touched a chord which had been less strained.  There was a 
sense of relief from what was becoming unbearable, and the rare tears came--
they had never come before, since he had hung on Seth's neck in the beginning of 
his sorrow. 

Hetty made an involuntary movement towards him, some of the love that she 
had once lived in the midst of was come near her again.  She kept hold of Dinah's 
hand, but she went up to Adam and said timidly, "Will you kiss me again, 
Adam, for all I've been so wicked?" 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

forgave: (v) to excuse. 
lips: (n) lip, inlet, logical inference per 

second, chops, porch, portal, portico, 
propylon, snout, door, orifice. 

mournful: (adj) sad, miserable, 
melancholy, funereal, dolorous, dark, 
pensive, gloomy, lugubrious, 
lamentable; (adj, n) plaintive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) joyful, happy, 
emotionless. 

pledge: (n, v) bond, gage, wager, 
engage, promise, plight, guarantee,  

bet, contract; (n) assurance; (v) 
covenant. ANTONYM: (v) redeem. 

touched: (adj) insane, cracked, tinged, 
not right, daft, crazy, nutty; (v) 
compassionate, sympathetic, pitiful, 
mucid. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
untouched, sane, unemotional, 
unmoved, well. 

unbearable: (adj) insufferable, 
excruciating, insupportable, 
unendurable, hateful, unacceptable, 
repugnant, impossible, grievous,  

enormous, dreadful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) bearable, manageable, 
imperceptible, tolerable, wonderful, 
lovable, nice, pleasant. 

visible: (adj) obvious, conspicuous, 
apparent, open, evident, clear, plain, 
manifest, discernible; (adj, adv) 
noticeable, observable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) invisible, imperceptible, unclear, 
obscured, concealed, hidden, 
obscure, undetectable, 
inconspicuous; (adv) absent. 
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Adam took the blanched wasted hand she put out to him, and they gave each 
other the solemn unspeakable kiss of a lifelong parting.%

"And tell him," Hetty said, in rather a stronger voice, "tell him...for there's 
nobody else to tell him...as I went after him and couldn't find him...and I hated 
him and cursed him once...but Dinah says I should forgive him...and I try...for 
else God won't forgive me." 

There was a noise at the door of the cell now--the key was being turned in 
the lock, and when the door opened, Adam saw indistinctly that there were 
several faces there.  He was too agitated to see more--even to see that Mr. 
Irwine's face was one of them.  He felt that the last preparations were beginning, 
and he could stay no longer.  Room was silently made for him to depart, and he 
went to his chamber in loneliness, leaving Bartle Massey to watch and see the 
end. 
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cell: (n) cage, jail, cadre, hole, cave, 
booth, cavity, compartment, coop, 
cubicle; (adj) cellular. 

chamber: (n) hall, bedchamber, cavity, 
cell, council, compartment, assembly, 
apartment, ventricle, dormitory, 
cubicle. 

depart: (v) go, deviate, decease, 
diverge, start, stray, wander, leave, 
die, vary, part. ANTONYMS: (v) stay, 
arrive, enter, come, abide, conform, 
continue, remain, appear, converge,  

return. 
indistinctly: (adv) vaguely, dimly, 

hazily, mistily, inarticulately, 
shadowily, obscurely, unclearly, 
fuzzily, confusedly, ambiguously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) precisely, 
audibly, coherently, distinctly. 

lock: (n, v) bar, hug; (v) close, latch, 
fasten, engage, hold; (adj, n) hair; (n) 
curl, padlock, hook. ANTONYMS: (v) 
open, undo, disengage, flex; (n) key; 
(adv) partially, partly. 

noise: (n, v) clatter, echo; (n) clamor, 
hubbub, racket, sound, disturbance, 
uproar, din, buzz, clang. 
ANTONYMS: (n) silence, quiet, 
quietness, sense. 

wasted: (adj, v) squandered, rotten, 
decayed, effete; (adj) thin, 
cadaverous, emaciated, gaunt, 
devastated, pointless, haggard. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bloated, 
hypertrophied, strong, plump, obese, 
fruitful, useful. 
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CHAPTER  XLV I I  

 
THE  LAST  M O MENT  

 
 

It was a sight that some people remembered better even than their own 
sorrows--the sight in that grey clear morning, when the fatal cart with the two 
young women in it was descried by the waiting watching multitude, cleaving its 
way towards the hideous symbol of a deliberately inflicted sudden death.%

All Stoniton had heard of Dinah Morris, the young Methodist woman who 
had brought the obstinate criminal to confess, and there was as much eagerness 
to see her as to see the wretched Hetty. 

But Dinah was hardly conscious of the multitude.  When Hetty had caught 
sight of the vast crowd in the distance, she had clutched Dinah convulsively. 

"Close your eyes, Hetty," Dinah said, "and let us pray without ceasing to 
God." 

And in a low voice, as the cart went slowly along through the midst of the 
gazing crowd, she poured forth her soul with the wrestling intensity of a last 
pleading, for the trembling creature that clung to her and clutched her as the 
only visible sign of love and pity. 

Dinah did not know that the crowd was silent, gazing at her with a sort of 
awe--she did not even know how near they were to the fatal spot, when the cart 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

ceasing: (n) stopping, subsidence. 
cleaving: (adj) adapted, coherent, 

accordant. 
clutched: (adj) tense, worried, anxious, 

neurotic. 
convulsively: (adv) spasmodically, 

paroxysmally, spasticly, with 
convulsions. 

creature: (n) being, brute, animal, tool, 
individual, person, body, entity, 
human, puppet, somebody. 

forth: (adv) away, along, onward,  

ahead, before, on, off, on the high 
road, on the road, on the way, under 
way. 

hideous: (adj) dreadful, frightful, 
fearful, ghastly, horrid, ugly, 
repulsive, lurid, horrible, grisly, 
grim. ANTONYMS: (adj) lovely, 
pleasant, beautiful, wonderful. 

intensity: (adj, n) strength; (n) force, 
forcefulness, volume, depth, 
fierceness, emphasis, energy, forte, 
fury, ferocity. ANTONYMS: (n)  

weakness, dullness, indifference, 
mildness, softness, scarcity, 
quietness, calmness, apathy, 
gentleness, faintness. 

multitude: (n) flock, horde, crowd, 
host, throng, concourse, mob, masses, 
mass, herd, swarm. ANTONYM: (n) 
trickle. 

wrestling: (n) grapple, grappling, 
rassling, bout, event, clamshell, 
athletics, boxing, braving, pugilism; 
(adj) fighting. 
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stopped, and she shrank appalled at a loud shout hideous to her ear, like a vast 
yell of demons.  Hetty's shriek mingled with the sound, and they clasped each 
other in mutual horror.%

But it was not a shout of execration--not a yell of exultant cruelty. 
It was a shout of sudden excitement at the appearance of a horseman 

cleaving the crowd at full gallop.  The horse is hot and distressed, but answers to 
the desperate spurring; the rider looks as if his eyes were glazed by madness, 
and he saw nothing but what was unseen by others.  See, he has something in his 
hand--he is holding it up as if it were a signal. 

The Sheriff knows him: it is Arthur Donnithorne, carrying in his hand a hard-
won release from death. 
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appalled: (adj) dismayed, scared, 
shocked, horrified, afraid, fright, 
amazed, astonished, stunned, 
outraged, scandalized. ANTONYM: 
(adj) indifferent. 

cruelty: (n) brutality, cruelness, 
oppression, barbarity, ferociousness, 
tyranny, violence, atrocity, ferocity, 
mercilessness, harshness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) compassion, 
gentleness, friendliness, humanity, 
benevolence, sensitivity, liberty,  

decency. 
hard-won: (adj) difficult. 
looks: (n) aspect, countenance, 

expression, manner, complexion, 
fashion, costume, garb. 

madness: (n) frenzy, insanity, lunacy, 
idiocy, folly, delirium, insaneness; 
(adj, n) furor, rage, desperation, 
furore. ANTONYMS: (n) sense, 
calmness, order. 

rider: (n) horseman, appendix, 
passenger, equestrian, supplement,  

codicil, provision, clause, addition, 
condition, corollary. 

shout: (n, v) cry, clamor, scream, yell, 
roar, call, bellow, screech; (v) bawl, 
hollo; (n) cheer. 

spurring: (n) spur, goad, prodding, 
prod, goading, gad, encouragement, 
branch line, acceleration, urging, 
spine. 

yell: (n, v) cry, roar, scream, howl, call, 
bellow, whoop, shriek, outcry; (v) 
bawl, holler. 
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CHAPTER  X LV I I I  

 
ANOTHER  MEETING  IN  THE  WOOD 

 
 

The next day, at evening, two men were walking from opposite points 
towards the same scene, drawn thither by a common memory.  The scene was 
the Grove by Donnithorne Chase: you know who the men were.%

The old squire's funeral had taken place that morning, the will had been read, 
and now in the first breathing-space, Arthur Donnithorne had come out for a 
lonely walk, that he might look fixedly at the new future before him and confirm 
himself in a sad resolution.  He thought he could do that best in the Grove. 

Adam too had come from Stontion on Monday evening, and to-day he had 
not left home, except to go to the family at the Hall Farm and tell them 
everything that Mr. Irwine had left untold.  He had agreed with the Poysers that 
he would follow them to their new neighbourhood, wherever that might be, for 
he meant to give up the management of the woods, and, as soon as it was 
practicable, he would wind up his business with Jonathan Burge and settle with 
his mother and Seth in a home within reach of the friends to whom he felt bound 
by a mutual sorrow. 

"Seth and me are sure to find work," he said.  "A man that's got our trade at 
his finger-ends is at home everywhere; and we must make a new start.  My 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

confirm: (v) corroborate, verify, 
approve, validate, bear out, prove, 
clinch, assert, demonstrate, 
authenticate; (adj, v) establish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) contradict, deny, 
weaken, cancel, void, veto, 
undermine, repudiate, question, 
open, negate. 

friends: (n) circle, associates, 
connections, links, support group, 
acquaintances. 

neighbourhood: (n) neighborhood,  

adjacency, locality, near, nearness, 
proximity, place, community, street, 
vicinity, nearby. 

practicable: (adj) possible, operable, 
practical, executable, workable, 
viable, doable, achievable, attainable, 
likely, handy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
impossible, impracticable, unrealistic, 
impractical. 

settle: (adj, n, v) fix, establish, confirm; 
(n, v) place, set; (v) resolve, clarify, 
pay, regulate, adjudicate, agree.  

ANTONYMS: (v) float, wander, 
prolong, owe, bungle, open, provoke, 
rise, weaken, worsen, complicate. 

untold: (adj) infinite, incalculable, 
innumerable, vast, uncounted, 
unnumbered, unlimited, endless; (v) 
unsaid, untalked of, unpublished. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) little, minor, 
small, tiny, open, slight. 

wherever: (adv) anywhere, 
wheresoever, everywhere, where'er; 
(n) anyplace. 

 



Adam Bede 520

mother won't stand in the way, for she's told me, since I came home, she'd made 
up her mind to being buried in another parish, if I wished it, and if I'd be more 
comfortable elsewhere.  It's wonderful how quiet she's been ever since I came 
back.  It seems as if the very greatness o' the trouble had quieted and calmed her.  
We shall all be better in a new country, though there's some I shall be loath to 
leave behind.  But I won't part from you and yours, if I can help it, Mr. Poyser.  
Trouble's made us kin." 

"Aye, lad," said Martin.  "We'll go out o' hearing o' that man's name.  But I 
doubt we shall ne'er go far enough for folks not to find out as we've got them 
belonging to us as are transported o'er the seas, and were like to be hanged.  We 
shall have that flyin' up in our faces, and our children's after us." 

That was a long visit to the Hall Farm, and drew too strongly on Adam's 
energies for him to think of seeing others, or re-entering on his old occupations 
till the morrow.  "But to-morrow," he said to himself, "I'll go to work again.  I 
shall learn to like it again some time, maybe; and it's right whether I like it or 
not." 

This evening was the last he would allow to be absorbed by sorrow: 
suspense was gone now, and he must bear the unalterable.  He was resolved not 
to see Arthur Donnithorne again, if it were possible to avoid him.  He had no 
message to deliver from Hetty now, for Hetty had seen Arthur.  And Adam 
distrusted himself--he had learned to dread the violence of his own feeling.  That 
word of Mr. Irwine's--that he must remember what he had felt after giving the 
last blow to Arthur in the Grove--had remained with him.%

These thoughts about Arthur, like all thoughts that are charged with strong 
feeling, were continually recurring, and they always called up the image of the 
Grove--of that spot under the overarching boughs where he had caught sight of 
the two bending figures, and had been possessed by sudden rage. 

"I'll go and see it again to-night for the last time," he said; "it'll do me good; 
it'll make me feel over again what I felt when I'd knocked him down.  I felt what 
poor empty work it was, as soon as I'd done it, before I began to think he might 
be dead." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

absorbed: (adj) rapt, intent, immersed, 
fixed, deep, engaged, preoccupied, 
pensive, fascinated, enthralled, held. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bored, 
disinterested, distracted, restless, 
unfocused, uninterested, indifferent, 
shallow, superficial, detached. 

calmed: (adj) composed, thankful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) worried. 

distrusted: (adj) suspect. 
figures: (n) statistics, numbers, 

information, facts, poll. 

possessed: (adj) mad, obsessed, 
frantic, hysterical, furious, fanatical, 
infatuated, insane; (v) ought, owed, 
behoove. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninterested. 

quieted: (adj) composed. 
rage: (adj, n, v) fume, bluster; (adj, n) 

wrath, indignation, frenzy, mania; (n) 
passion, anger, craze, exasperation; 
(n, v) storm. ANTONYMS: (n) 
gentleness, composure, calm, 
equanimity, pleasure, serenity. 

transported: (adj) ecstatic, rapt, elated, 
inspirited, spellbound, exultant, 
puffed up, proud, delighted, elate; 
(adv) on cloud nine. ANTONYM: 
(adj) dejected. 

unalterable: (adj) constant, inalterable, 
immutable, permanent, invariable, 
firm, changeless, rigid, stable, 
irrevocable, unchangeable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) alterable, 
impermanent, temporary, fluid, 
flexible. 
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In this way it happened that Arthur and Adam were walking towards the 
same spot at the same time.%

Adam had on his working-dress again, now, for he had thrown off the other 
with a sense of relief as soon as he came home; and if he had had the basket of 
tools over his shoulder, he might have been taken, with his pale wasted face, for 
the spectre of the Adam Bede who entered the Grove on that August evening 
eight months ago.  But he had no basket of tools, and he was not walking with 
the old erectness, looking keenly round him; his hands were thrust in his side 
pockets, and his eyes rested chiefly on the ground.  He had not long entered the 
Grove, and now he paused before a beech.  He knew that tree well; it was the 
boundary mark of his youth--the sign, to him, of the time when some of his 
earliest, strongest feelings had left him.  He felt sure they would never return.  
And yet, at this moment, there was a stirring of affection at the remembrance of 
that Arthur Donnithorne whom he had believed in before he had come up to this 
beech eight months ago.  It was affection for the dead: that Arthur existed no 
longer. 

He was disturbed by the sound of approaching footsteps, but the beech stood 
at a turning in the road, and he could not see who was coming until the tall slim 
figure in deep mourning suddenly stood before him at only two yards' distance.  
They both started, and looked at each other in silence.  Often, in the last 
fortnight, Adam had imagined himself as close to Arthur as this, assailing him 
with words that should be as harrowing as the voice of remorse, forcing upon 
him a just share in the misery he had caused; and often, too, he had told himself 
that such a meeting had better not be.  But in imagining the meeting he had 
always seen Arthur, as he had met him on that evening in the Grove, florid, 
careless, light of speech; and the figure before him touched him with the signs of 
suffering.  Adam knew what suffering was--he could not lay a cruel finger on a 
bruised man.  He felt no impulse that he needed to resist.  Silence was more just 
than reproach.  Arthur was the first to speak. 

"Adam," he said, quietly, "it may be a good thing that we have met here, for I 
wished to see you.  I should have asked to see you to- morrow." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

assailing: (v) assail; (n) attack; (adj) 
aggressive, assailant, offensive. 

beech: (n) Black beech, copper beech, 
tree, common beech, wood, beech 
tree, beech wood. 

careless: (adj) forgetful, inattentive, 
insouciant, haphazard, cursory, 
reckless, lax, unwary, sloppy; (adj, 
adv) thoughtless; (adj, v) heedless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cautious, prudent, 
meticulous, thoughtful, diligent, 
attentive, thorough, wary, guarded,  

methodical, strict. 
erectness: (n) stance, verticalness, 

uprightness, verticality. 
florid: (adj) flamboyant, fancy, 

flowery, aureate, flashy, fresh, 
figurative, gorgeous; (adj, v) ornate, 
gaudy; (adj, n) ruddy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pale, plain. 

harrowing: (adj) agonizing, 
excruciating, painful, distressing, 
torturous, disturbing, tormenting, 
traumatic, frightful, terrible; (v)  

rending. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heartening, pleasing, safe. 

slim: (adj, v) thin; (adj) slight, narrow, 
lean, remote, fine, skinny, tiny, 
meager; (v) reduce, lose weight. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) heavy, hefty, 
plump, stocky, wide, considerable, 
substantial, strong, stout; (v) gain. 

spectre: (n) phantasm, shadow, shade, 
phantom, apparition, ghost, spook, 
wraith, revenant, terror, eidolon. 
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He paused, but Adam said nothing.%

"I know it is painful to you to meet me," Arthur went on, "but it is not likely 
to happen again for years to come." 

"No, sir," said Adam, coldly, "that was what I meant to write to you to-
morrow, as it would be better all dealings should be at an end between us, and 
somebody else put in my place." 

Arthur felt the answer keenly, and it was not without an effort that he spoke 
again. 

"It was partly on that subject I wished to speak to you.  I don't want to lessen 
your indignation against me, or ask you to do anything for my sake.  I only wish 
to ask you if you will help me to lessen the evil consequences of the past, which 
is unchangeable.  I don't mean consequences to myself, but to others.  It is but 
little I can do, I know.  I know the worst consequences will remain; but 
something may be done, and you can help me.  Will you listen to me patiently?" 

"Yes, sir," said Adam, after some hesitation; "I'll hear what it is.  If I can help 
to mend anything, I will.  Anger 'ull mend nothing, I know.  We've had enough 
o' that." 

"I was going to the Hermitage," said Arthur.  "Will you go there with me and 
sit down?  We can talk better there." 

The Hermitage had never been entered since they left it together, for Arthur 
had locked up the key in his desk.  And now, when he opened the door, there 
was the candle burnt out in the socket; there was the chair in the same place 
where Adam remembered sitting; there was the waste-paper basket full of 
scraps, and deep down in it, Arthur felt in an instant, there was the little pink silk 
handkerchief.  It would have been painful to enter this place if their previous 
thoughts had been less painful. 

They sat down opposite each other in the old places, and Arthur said, "I'm 
going away, Adam; I'm going into the army." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

lessen: (v) decrease, abate, fall, 
decline, dwindle, assuage, allay, 
alleviate; (adj, v) abridge, curtail, 
contract. ANTONYMS: (v) increase, 
exacerbate, intensify, raise, grow, 
aggravate, accelerate, bolster, 
worsen, strengthen, rise. 

locked: (adj) bolted, closed, fast, 
barred, blocked, fixed, guaranteed, 
barricaded, safe, protected, fastened. 

opposite: (adj, n) contrary, 
contradictory, opponent; (adj)  

adverse, different, opposing, hostile, 
diametric, opposed; (adj, pron) other; 
(adj, adv) counter. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
allied, alternate, identical, like, same, 
parallel; (n) sameness, alikeness, 
confirmation. 

painful: (adj) hard, difficult, sharp, 
harrowing, grievous, afflictive, bad, 
irritating; (adj, v) distressing, harsh, 
bitter. ANTONYMS: (adj) content, 
heartwarming, soothing, comfortable, 
bearable, agreeable, effortless, dull,  

slight, wonderful, happy. 
socket: (n) cavity, receptacle, outlet, 

alveolus, hole, pit, dent, sleeve, 
hollow, pocket, depression. 

unchangeable: (adj) invariable, firm, 
immutable, permanent, irrevocable, 
irreversible, unalterable, immovable, 
inflexible, determined, definite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) changing, 
inconstant, flexible, uncertain, fluid, 
unconfirmed, impermanent. 
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Poor Arthur felt that Adam ought to be affected by this announcement--
ought to have a movement of sympathy towards him.  But Adam's lips remained 
firmly closed, and the expression of his face unchanged.%

"What I want to say to you," Arthur continued, "is this: one of my reasons for 
going away is that no one else may leave Hayslope--may leave their home on my 
account.  I would do anything, there is no sacrifice I would not make, to prevent 
any further injury to others through my--through what has happened." 

Arthur's words had precisely the opposite effect to that he had anticipated.  
Adam thought he perceived in them that notion of compensation for 
irretrievable wrong, that self-soothing attempt to make evil bear the same fruits 
as good, which most of all roused his indignation.  He was as strongly impelled 
to look painful facts right in the face as Arthur was to turn away his eyes from 
them.  Moreover, he had the wakeful suspicious pride of a poor man in the 
presence of a rich man.  He felt his old severity returning as he said, "The time's 
past for that, sir.  A man should make sacrifices to keep clear of doing a wrong; 
sacrifices won't undo it when it's done.  When people's feelings have got a 
deadly wound, they can't be cured with favours." 

"Favours!" said Arthur, passionately; "no; how can you suppose I meant that?  
But the Poysers--Mr. Irwine tells me the Poysers mean to leave the place where 
they have lived so many years--for generations.  Don't you see, as Mr. Irwine 
does, that if they could be persuaded to overcome the feeling that drives them 
away, it would be much better for them in the end to remain on the old spot, 
among the friends and neighbours who know them?" 

"That's true," said Adam coldly.  "But then, sir, folks's feelings are not so 
easily overcome.  It'll be hard for Martin Poyser to go to a strange place, among 
strange faces, when he's been bred up on the Hall Farm, and his father before 
him; but then it 'ud be harder for a man with his feelings to stay.  I don't see how 
the thing's to be made any other than hard.  There's a sort o' damage, sir, that 
can't be made up for." 

Arthur was silent some moments.  In spite of other feelings dominant in him 
this evening, his pride winced under Adam's mode of treating him.  Wasn't he 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

anticipated: (adj) expected, foreseen, 
predictable, due, estimated, 
appointed, awaited, coming, 
forthcoming, natural, planned. 

deadly: (adj, adv) deathly; (adj) 
baneful, lethal, fatal, destructive, 
mortal, pernicious, virulent, toxic; 
(adv) lifelessly, lethally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
uplifting, readable, mild, healthy, 
healthful, benign, innocuous, 
exciting. 

generations: (n) generation, family. 
impelled: (adj) prompted, provoked, 

determined, compulsive, encouraged, 
goaded, motivated, bound. 

irretrievable: (adj) irrecoverable, 
irremediable, irreversible, remediless, 
irreclaimable, irrevocable, 
unrecoverable, incurable, 
irredeemable, desperate; (v) 
indefeasible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
superficial, flexible, impermanent, 
temporary. 

sacrifice: (n, v) oblation, forfeit; (v) 
offer, immolate, offer up, give, give 
up, relinquish; (n) immolation, loss, 
forfeiture. 

sacrifices: (n) holocaust. 
treating: (adj) remedial. 
wound: (n, v) bruise, cut, harm, pain, 

damage, scratch, stab, sting; (n) 
injury; (v) offend, injure. 
ANTONYMS: (v) heal, appease, aid, 
cure, repair. 
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himself suffering?  Was not he too obliged to renounce his most cherished hopes?  
It was now as it had been eight months ago--Adam was forcing Arthur to feel 
more intensely the irrevocableness of his own wrong-doing.  He was presenting 
the sort of resistance that was the most irritating to Arthur's eager ardent nature.  
But his anger was subdued by the same influence that had subdued Adam's 
when they first confronted each other--by the marks of suffering in a long 
familiar face.  The momentary struggle ended in the feeling that he could bear a 
great deal from Adam, to whom he had been the occasion of bearing so much; 
but there was a touch of pleading, boyish vexation in his tone as he said, "But 
people may make injuries worse by unreasonable conduct--by giving way to 
anger and satisfying that for the moment, instead of thinking what will be the 
effect in the future.%

"If I were going to stay here and act as landlord," he added presently, with 
still more eagerness--"if I were careless about what I've done--what I've been the 
cause of, you would have some excuse, Adam, for going away and encouraging 
others to go.  You would have some excuse then for trying to make the evil 
worse.  But when I tell you I'm going away for years--when you know what that 
means for me, how it cuts off every plan of happiness I've ever formed--it is 
impossible for a sensible man like you to believe that there is any real ground for 
the Poysers refusing to remain.  I know their feeling about disgrace--Mr. Irwine 
has told me all; but he is of opinion that they might be persuaded out of this idea 
that they are disgraced in the eyes of their neighbours, and that they can't remain 
on my estate, if you would join him in his efforts--if you would stay yourself and 
go on managing the old woods." 

Arthur paused a moment and then added, pleadingly, "You know that's a 
good work to do for the sake of other people, besides the owner.  And you don't 
know but that they may have a better owner soon, whom you will like to work 
for.  If I die, my cousin Tradgett will have the estate and take my name.  He is a 
good fellow." 

Adam could not help being moved: it was impossible for him not to feel that 
this was the voice of the honest warm-hearted Arthur whom he had loved and 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

disgraced: (adj) shamed, dishonored, 
abashed, ashamed, damaged, 
dishonest, humiliated, mortified, 
disfigured. 

ended: (adj) concluded, finished, over, 
done, completed, closed, through, 
terminated, consummate, all over; 
(adj, v) past. 

intensely: (adj, adv) extremely; (adv) 
strongly, powerfully, severely, 
violently, vehemently, acutely, 
keenly, brightly, profoundly, fiercely. 

ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, calmly, 
gently, dully, indifferently, 
impassively, jokingly, slightly, 
hardly, superficially, 
unexceptionally. 

pleadingly: (adv) imploringly, 
importunately, entreatingly, 
suppliantly, pleading, appealingly. 

presenting: (adj) featuring. 
refusing: (adj) negative, dismissive, 

denying, recusative, noncompliant. 
satisfying: (adj) satisfactory, pleasant, 

enjoyable, gratifying, pleasurable, 
welcome, good, comforting, hearty, 
delightful, satisfy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unrewarding, disappointing, trying, 
light, frustrating, unwelcome, 
unflattering, insufficient, 
disagreeable. 

warm-hearted: (adj) warm, 
affectionate, cordial, amiable, 
benevolent, compassionate, 
demonstrative, genial, good-natured, 
kind-hearted, loving. 
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been proud of in old days; but nearer memories would not be thrust away.  He 
was silent; yet Arthur saw an answer in his face that induced him to go on, with 
growing earnestness.%

"And then, if you would talk to the Poysers--if you would talk the matter 
over with Mr. Irwine--he means to see you to-morrow--and then if you would 
join your arguments to his to prevail on them not to go....I know, of course, that 
they would not accept any favour from me--I mean nothing of that kind--but I'm 
sure they would suffer less in the end.  Irwine thinks so too.  And Mr. Irwine is to 
have the chief authority on the estate--he has consented to undertake that.  They 
will really be under no man but one whom they respect and like.  It would be the 
same with you, Adam, and it could be nothing but a desire to give me worse 
pain that could incline you to go." 

Arthur was silent again for a little while, and then said, with some agitation 
in his voice, "I wouldn't act so towards you, I know.  If you were in my place and 
I in yours, I should try to help you to do the best." 

Adam made a hasty movement on his chair and looked on the ground.  
Arthur went on, "Perhaps you've never done anything you've had bitterly to 
repent of in your life, Adam; if you had, you would be more generous.  You 
would know then that it's worse for me than for you." 

Arthur rose from his seat with the last words, and went to one of the 
windows, looking out and turning his back on Adam, as he continued, 
passionately, "Haven't I loved her too?  Didn't I see her yesterday?  Shan't I carry 
the thought of her about with me as much as you will?  And don't you think you 
would suffer more if you'd been in fault?" 

There was silence for several minutes, for the struggle in Adam's mind was 
not easily decided.  Facile natures, whose emotions have little permanence, can 
hardly understand how much inward resistance he overcame before he rose 
from his seat and turned towards Arthur.  Arthur heard the movement, and 
turning round, met the sad but softened look with which Adam said, "It's true 
what you say, sir.  I'm hard--it's in my nature.  I was too hard with my father, for 
doing wrong.  I've been a bit hard t' everybody but her.  I felt as if nobody pitied 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bitterly: (adv) bitingly, sourly, fiercely, 
cruelly, caustically, harshly, 
poignantly, piercingly, cuttingly, 
rancorously, acrimoniously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) harmoniously, 
sweetly, warmly, gladly, agreeably, 
kindly, friendly. 

emotions: (n) reputation, emotion, 
feeling, temperament, personality, 
character, disposition, breast, bosom.

generous: (adj) ample, abundant, 
copious, benevolent, bountiful, kind, 

charitable, flush, fair, liberal; (adj, n) 
free. ANTONYMS: (adj) meager, 
tightfisted, miserly, measly, mean, 
small, ungenerous, avaricious, 
greedy, petty, pitiful. 

incline: (v) cant, dispose, bend; (n, v) 
slope, bias, dip, tilt; (n) ascent, 
gradient, grade, inclination. 
ANTONYMS: (v) indispose, level; (n) 
hollow, descent. 

memories: (n) recollections, 
reminiscences, nostalgia, memento  

Mori. 
permanence: (n) constancy, stability, 

endurance, strength, immortality, 
firmness, perdurability, lastingness, 
duration, perpetuity; (adj, n) 
continuance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
interruption, flimsiness, instability. 

undertake: (v) attempt, take on, try, 
covenant, guarantee, accept, tackle, 
contract, take, begin, engage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) forego, abstain, 
forget, relinquish. 
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her enough--her suffering cut into me so; and when I thought the folks at the 
farm were too hard with her, I said I'd never be hard to anybody myself again.  
But feeling overmuch about her has perhaps made me unfair to you.  I've known 
what it is in my life to repent and feel it's too late.  I felt I'd been too harsh to my 
father when he was gone from me--I feel it now, when I think of him.  I've no 
right to be hard towards them as have done wrong and repent." 

Adam spoke these words with the firm distinctness of a man who is resolved 
to leave nothing unsaid that he is bound to say; but he went on with more 
hesitation.%

"I wouldn't shake hands with you once, sir, when you asked me--but if you're 
willing to do it now, for all I refused then..." 

Arthur's white hand was in Adam's large grasp in an instant, and with that 
action there was a strong rush, on both sides, of the old, boyish affection. 

"Adam," Arthur said, impelled to full confession now, "it would never have 
happened if I'd known you loved her.  That would have helped to save me from 
it.  And I did struggle.  I never meant to injure her.  I deceived you afterwards--
and that led on to worse; but I thought it was forced upon me, I thought it was 
the best thing I could do.  And in that letter I told her to let me know if she were 
in any trouble: don't think I would not have done everything I could.  But I was 
all wrong from the very first, and horrible wrong has come of it.  God knows, I'd 
give my life if I could undo it." 

They sat down again opposite each other, and Adam said, tremulously, "How 
did she seem when you left her, sir?" 

"Don't ask me, Adam," Arthur said; "I feel sometimes as if I should go mad 
with thinking of her looks and what she said to me, and then, that I couldn't get a 
full pardon--that I couldn't save her from that wretched fate of being 
transported--that I can do nothing for her all those years; and she may die under 
it, and never know comfort any more." 

"Ah, sir," said Adam, for the first time feeling his own pain merged in 
sympathy for Arthur, "you and me'll often be thinking o' the same thing, when 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

affection: (n) charity, attachment, 
fondness, heart, love, disease, nature, 
feeling, affectionateness, tenderness, 
kindness. ANTONYMS: (n) disgust, 
neglect, malice, loathing, dislike, 
detachment, coldness, roughness. 

confession: (n) admission, 
acknowledgment, recognition, 
acknowledgement, concession, 
divulgence, disclosure, shrift, 
penance, profession, admission of 
guilt. ANTONYMS: (n) disavowal,  

refutation. 
fate: (n, v) doom; (n) chance, luck, 

fatality, fortune, kismet, allotment, 
portion, lot; (v) destine, designate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) will, design, choice, 
accident, chance. 

grasp: (adj, n, v) catch; (n, v) clutch, 
clasp, hold, clinch; (v) comprehend, 
embrace, grapple, apprehend, 
conceive, cling. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
Miss; (v) overlook, lose, give; (n) 
ignorance. 

overmuch: (n) excess, surfeit, 
overabundance; (adj) inordinate, 
exorbitant, superabundant, undue; 
(adv) overly, too, unduly, too much. 

refused: (adj) forbidden, refuse, 
prohibited, hence. 

unsaid: (adj) implicit, unvoiced, tacit, 
understood, unexpressed, wordless, 
untold, unwritten, unverbalized; (v) 
unsung, untalked of. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stated, explicit, expressed, 
spoken. 
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we're a long way off one another.  I'll pray God to help you, as I pray him to help 
me."%

"But there's that sweet woman--that Dinah Morris," Arthur said, pursuing his 
own thoughts and not knowing what had been the sense of Adam's words, "she 
says she shall stay with her to the very last moment--till she goes; and the poor 
thing clings to her as if she found some comfort in her.  I could worship that 
woman; I don't know what I should do if she were not there.  Adam, you will see 
her when she comes back.  I could say nothing to her yesterday--nothing of what 
I felt towards her.  Tell her," Arthur went on hurriedly, as if he wanted to hide 
the emotion with which he spoke, while he took off his chain and watch, "tell her 
I asked you to give her this in remembrance of me--of the man to whom she is 
the one source of comfort, when he thinks of...I know she doesn't care about such 
things--or anything else I can give her for its own sake.  But she will use the 
watch--I shall like to think of her using it." 

"I'll give it to her, sir," Adam said, "and tell her your words.  She told me she 
should come back to the people at the Hall Farm." 

"And you will persuade the Poysers to stay, Adam?" said Arthur, reminded 
of the subject which both of them had forgotten in the first interchange of 
revived friendship.  "You will stay yourself, and help Mr. Irwine to carry out the 
repairs and improvements on the estate?" 

"There's one thing, sir, that perhaps you don't take account of," said Adam, 
with hesitating gentleness, "and that was what made me hang back longer.  You 
see, it's the same with both me and the Poysers: if we stay, it's for our own 
worldly interest, and it looks as if we'd put up with anything for the sake o' that.  
I know that's what they'll feel, and I can't help feeling a little of it myself.  When 
folks have got an honourable independent spirit, they don't like to do anything 
that might make 'em seem base-minded." 

"But no one who knows you will think that, Adam.  That is not a reason 
strong enough against a course that is really more generous, more unselfish than 
the other.  And it will be known--it shall be made known, that both you and the 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

friendship: (n) association, familiarity, 
affection, companionship, 
friendliness, intimacy, company, 
attachment, relationship; (n, v) amity, 
concord. ANTONYMS: (n) hostility, 
animosity, antagonism, conflict, 
formality, rivalry, hatred, 
detachment, distance, isolation. 

gentleness: (adj, n) kindness, courtesy, 
benignity, compassion; (n) kindliness, 
lenity, mildness, sweetness, softness, 
benevolence, mercy. ANTONYMS:  

(n) severity, harshness, fierceness, 
cruelty, ferocity, brusqueness, 
abruptness, rage, callousness, 
sharpness, roughness. 

honourable: (adj) estimable, reverend, 
venerable, glorious, honorable, 
distinguished, above-board, good, 
worthy, right, noble. 

persuade: (v) convince, coax, assure, 
allure, entice, influence, induce, 
cajole, argue, exhort, lure. 
ANTONYMS: (v) discourage,  

dissuade, deter, restrain, force. 
revived: (adj) fresh, refreshed, 

animated, revitalized, alive, 
invigorated, new. 

worship: (n) adoration, veneration, 
adulation, cult, homage; (n, v) 
reverence, respect, honor, revere, 
adore, glorify. ANTONYMS: (v) 
disrespect, dishonor, despise, 
deprecate, scorn; (n) disdain, 
disparagement, contempt, 
detestation. 
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Poysers stayed at my entreaty.  Adam, don't try to make things worse for me; I'm 
punished enough without that." 

"No, sir, no," Adam said, looking at Arthur with mournful affection.  "God 
forbid I should make things worse for you.  I used to wish I could do it, in my 
passion--but that was when I thought you didn't feel enough.  I'll stay, sir, I'll do 
the best I can.  It's all I've got to think of now--to do my work well and make the 
world a bit better place for them as can enjoy it." 

"Then we'll part now, Adam.  You will see Mr. Irwine to-morrow, and consult 
with him about everything." 

"Are you going soon, sir?" said Adam.%

"As soon as possible--after I've made the necessary arrangements.  Good-bye, 
Adam.  I shall think of you going about the old place." 

"Good-bye, sir.  God bless you." 
The hands were clasped once more, and Adam left the Hermitage, feeling 

that sorrow was more bearable now hatred was gone. 
As soon as the door was closed behind him, Arthur went to the waste-paper 

basket and took out the little pink silk handkerchief. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

arrangements: (n) arranging, 
disposition, fixing, schedule, travels, 
activities, actions, accompaniments, 
movements. 

closed: (v) close, tight; (adj) blind, 
finished, blocked, shut, congested, 
enclosed, folded, fastened, not open. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) beginning, 
running, started, starting, welcoming, 
continuing. 

enjoy: (v) hold, have, relish, bask, 
appreciate, own, rejoice, revel, love,  

experience; (adj, v) like. ANTONYMS: 
(v) need, suffer, loathe, lack, hate, 
detest, despise, want. 

feeling: (n) affection, feel, emotion, 
sensitivity, mood, hunch, opinion, 
belief, impression, atmosphere; (adj, 
n) sentiment. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, overtone, insensibility, 
certainty, insensitivity, hatred, trust; 
(adj) unfeeling. 

hatred: (n, v) detestation, enmity, 
animosity; (n) aversion, antipathy,  

disgust, abhorrence, grudge, anger, 
abomination, hostility. ANTONYMS: 
(n) liking, adoration, affection, 
attraction, goodwill, kindness, 
delight, friendliness, admiration. 

worse: (adj) worser, subordinate, 
waur, worsened, warre, unrelieved, 
minor, lesser, junior, poorer; (n) 
badness. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
improved, healthier, higher. 
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CHAPTER  XL IX  

 
AT  THE  HAL L  FARM 

 
 

The first autumnal afternoon sunshine of 1801--more than eighteen months 
after that parting of Adam and Arthur in the Hermitage--was on the yard at the 
Hall Farm; and the bull-dog was in one of his most excited moments, for it was 
that hour of the day when the cows were being driven into the yard for their 
afternoon milking.  No wonder the patient beasts ran confusedly into the wrong 
places, for the alarming din of the bull-dog was mingled with more distant 
sounds which the timid feminine creatures, with pardonable superstition, 
imagined also to have some relation to their own movements--with the 
tremendous crack of the waggoner's whip, the roar of his voice, and the booming 
thunder of the waggon, as it left the rick-yard empty of its golden load.%

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

The milking of the cows was a sight Mrs. Poyser loved, and at this hour on 
mild days she was usually standing at the house door, with her knitting in her 
hands, in quiet contemplation, only heightened to a keener interest when the 
vicious yellow cow, who had once kicked over a pailful of precious milk, was 
about to undergo the preventive punishment of having her hinder-legs strapped. 

To-day, however, Mrs. Poyser gave but a divided attention to the arrival of 
the cows, for she was in eager discussion with Dinah, who was stitching Mr. 

 

 Thesaurus  

autumnal: (adj) maturer, vespertine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) summery, vernal, 
wintry. 

booming: (adj) thriving, roaring, 
flourishing, successful, loud, 
blooming, prospering, palmy, 
resonant, wealthy, deep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) failing, quiet, 
poor, weak, shrill, thin. 

keener: (v) Indian giver, floater, 
repeater. 

pailful: (n) bucket, bucketful,  

containerful. 
pardonable: (adj, v) defensible; (adj) 

forgivable, justifiable, venial, 
remissible, allowed, not heinous, 
understandable, veniable, explicable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unpardonable. 

roar: (n, v) bellow, cry, shout, howl, 
bark, clatter, holler; (adj, n, v) 
thunder; (v) bawl; (adj, v) bluster; (adj, 
n) peal. ANTONYMS: (v) cry, week. 

stitching: (n) seam, needlework, stitch, 
needlecraft, mending, darning,  

suturing, suture, cover, edging, wire 
stitching. 

strapped: (adj) impecunious, poor, 
penniless, late, poverty-stricken, 
short of money, impoverished, 
destitute, insolvent, indigent. 

superstition: (n) superstitious, taboo, 
religion, old wives' tale, superstitious 
notion, lore, folklore, fanaticism, 
fallacy, belief, magic. ANTONYMS: 
(n) science, truth. 
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Poyser's shirt-collars, and had borne patiently to have her thread broken three 
times by Totty pulling at her arm with a sudden insistence that she should look 
at "Baby," that is, at a large wooden doll with no legs and a long skirt, whose 
bald head Totty, seated in her small chair at Dinah's side, was caressing and 
pressing to her fat cheek with much fervour.  Totty is larger by more than two 
years' growth than when you first saw her, and she has on a black frock under 
her pinafore.  Mrs. Poyser too has on a black gown, which seems to heighten the 
family likeness between her and Dinah.  In other respects there is little outward 
change now discernible in our old friends, or in the pleasant house-place, bright 
with polished oak and pewter.%

"I never saw the like to you, Dinah," Mrs. Poyser was saying, "when you've 
once took anything into your head: there's no more moving you than the rooted 
tree.  You may say what you like, but I don't believe that's religion; for what's the 
Sermon on the Mount about, as you're so fond o' reading to the boys, but doing 
what other folks 'ud have you do?  But if it was anything unreasonable they 
wanted you to do, like taking your cloak off and giving it to 'em, or letting 'em 
slap you i' the face, I daresay you'd be ready enough.  It's only when one 'ud 
have you do what's plain common sense and good for yourself, as you're 
obstinate th' other way." 

"Nay, dear Aunt," said Dinah, smiling slightly as she went on with her work, 
"I'm sure your wish 'ud be a reason for me to do anything that I didn't feel it was 
wrong to do." 

"Wrong!  You drive me past bearing.  What is there wrong, I should like to 
know, i' staying along wi' your own friends, as are th' happier for having you 
with 'em an' are willing to provide for you, even if your work didn't more nor 
pay 'em for the bit o' sparrow's victual y' eat and the bit o' rag you put on?  An' 
who is it, I should like to know, as you're bound t' help and comfort i' the world 
more nor your own flesh and blood--an' me th' only aunt you've got above-
ground, an' am brought to the brink o' the grave welly every winter as comes, an' 
there's the child as sits beside you 'ull break her little heart when you go, an' the 
grandfather not been dead a twelvemonth, an' your uncle 'ull miss you so as 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bald: (adj) hairless, simple, austere, 
meager, raw, barefaced, stark, plain, 
nude, naked; (adj, v) threadbare. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) ornate, furry, 
hirsute, woolly, embellished, 
adorned, decorated. 

bearing: (n, v) demeanor; (n) manner, 
direction, deportment, conduct, 
attitude, aspect, approach, 
appearance, respect, air. 
ANTONYMS: (n) insignificance, 
irrelevance; (adj) nonbearing. 

doll: (n) baby, chick, figurine, girl, 
dolly, dummy, marionette, toy, 
blockhead-board, bird, dame. 

insistence: (n) stubbornness, 
adherence, pressure, steadfastness, 
press, insistency, urgency, insisting, 
instancy, persistence, imperativeness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) flexibility, 
weakness. 

letting: (n) lease, rental, let, renting, 
hire, leasing, rent, belongings, 
permission; (adj) lenient. 

rooted: (adj, v) fixed; (adj) ingrained, 
immovable, inveterate, firm, set, 
frozen, riveted, irremovable; (v) 
imbedded, posited. 

skirt: (n, v) border, edge, fringe, hem, 
flap, verge; (n) brim, kilt, apron; (v) 
evade, circumvent. 

thread: (n) screw thread, yarn, rope, 
wire, twine, ligature; (adj, n, v) line, 
file; (n, v) string together; (adj, v) 
range; (v) penetrate. 
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never was--a-lighting his pipe an' waiting on him, an' now I can trust you wi' the 
butter, an' have had all the trouble o' teaching you, and there's all the sewing to 
be done, an' I must have a strange gell out o' Treddles'on to do it--an' all because 
you must go back to that bare heap o' stones as the very crows fly over an' won't 
stop at."%

"Dear Aunt Rachel," said Dinah, looking up in Mrs. Poyser's face, "it's your 
kindness makes you say I'm useful to you.  You don't really want me now, for 
Nancy and Molly are clever at their work, and you're in good health now, by the 
blessing of God, and my uncle is of a cheerful countenance again, and you have 
neighbours and friends not a few--some of them come to sit with my uncle 
almost daily.  Indeed, you will not miss me; and at Snowfield there are brethren 
and sisters in great need, who have none of those comforts you have around 
you.  I feel that I am called back to those amongst whom my lot was first cast.  I 
feel drawn again towards the hills where I used to be blessed in carrying the 
word of life to the sinful and desolate." 

"You feel!  Yes," said Mrs. Poyser, returning from a parenthetic glance at the 
cows, "that's allays the reason I'm to sit down wi', when you've a mind to do 
anything contrairy.  What do you want to be preaching for more than you're 
preaching now?  Don't you go off, the Lord knows where, every Sunday a-
preaching and praying?  An' haven't you got Methodists enow at Treddles'on to 
go and look at, if church-folks's faces are too handsome to please you?  An' isn't 
there them i' this parish as you've got under hand, and they're like enough to 
make friends wi' Old Harry again as soon as your back's turned?  There's that 
Bessy Cranage--she'll be flaunting i' new finery three weeks after you're gone, I'll 
be bound.  She'll no more go on in her new ways without you than a dog 'ull 
stand on its hind-legs when there's nobody looking.  But I suppose it doesna 
matter so much about folks's souls i' this country, else you'd be for staying with 
your own aunt, for she's none so good but what you might help her to be better." 

There was a certain something in Mrs. Poyser's voice just then, which she did 
not wish to be noticed, so she turned round hastily to look at the clock, and said: 
"See there!  It's tea-time; an' if Martin's i' the rick-yard, he'll like a cup.  Here, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

cheerful: (adj, v) buoyant; (adj) breezy, 
merry, optimistic, pleasant, glad, 
blithe, carefree, bright, lively, happy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) depressed, 
gloomy, sad, depressing, grim, 
hopeless, miserable, morose, somber, 
dejected, unwelcoming. 

clever: (adj) capable, acute, intelligent, 
able, apt, expert, skillful, cunning, 
sharp; (adj, v) brilliant, smart. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, 
unintelligent, dim, dull, inept, thick,  

naive, idiotic, moronic, incompetent, 
open. 

clock: (n) chronometer, horologe, 
alarm, alarm clock, clepsydra, ticker, 
cuckoo clock, clock radio; (n, v) time, 
stopwatch; (v) measure. 

comforts: (n) amenities, bread and 
butter, convenience, conveniences. 

glance: (n, v) look, peek, flash, peep; 
(n) gaze, glimpse, coup d'oeil, 
gander; (v) bounce, glint, ricochet. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) study; (n)  

examination, perusal; (v) stick, stare. 
handsome: (adj) fair, beautiful, fine, 

generous, charming, comely, 
attractive, bountiful, considerable, 
bonny, prepossessing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ugly, unattractive, meager, 
ungenerous, measly, plain. 

sinful: (adj) wicked, impious, bad, 
iniquitous, ungodly, depraved, 
immoral, profane, criminal, wrong, 
unholy. ANTONYMS: (adj) pious, 
virtuous, moral, right, pure. 
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Totty, my chicken, let mother put your bonnet on, and then you go out into the 
rick-yard and see if Father's there, and tell him he mustn't go away again without 
coming t' have a cup o' tea; and tell your brothers to come in too." 

Totty trotted off in her flapping bonnet, while Mrs. Poyser set out the bright 
oak table and reached down the tea-cups.%

"You talk o' them gells Nancy and Molly being clever i' their work," she 
began again; "it's fine talking.  They're all the same, clever or stupid--one can't 
trust 'em out o' one's sight a minute.  They want somebody's eye on 'em constant 
if they're to be kept to their work.  An' suppose I'm ill again this winter, as I was 
the winter before last?  Who's to look after 'em then, if you're gone?  An' there's 
that blessed child--something's sure t' happen to her-- they'll let her tumble into 
the fire, or get at the kettle wi' the boiling lard in't, or some mischief as 'ull lame 
her for life; an' it'll be all your fault, Dinah." 

"Aunt," said Dinah, "I promise to come back to you in the winter if you're ill.  
Don't think I will ever stay away from you if you're in real want of me.  But, 
indeed, it is needful for my own soul that I should go away from this life of ease 
and luxury in which I have all things too richly to enjoy--at least that I should go 
away for a short space.  No one can know but myself what are my inward needs, 
and the besetments I am most in danger from.  Your wish for me to stay is not a 
call of duty which I refuse to hearken to because it is against my own desires; it 
is a temptation that I must resist, lest the love of the creature should become like 
a mist in my soul shutting out the heavenly light." 

"It passes my cunning to know what you mean by ease and luxury," said Mrs. 
Poyser, as she cut the bread and butter.  "It's true there's good victual enough 
about you, as nobody shall ever say I don't provide enough and to spare, but if 
there's ever a bit o' odds an' ends as nobody else 'ud eat, you're sure to pick it 
out...but look there!  There's Adam Bede a-carrying the little un in.  I wonder 
how it is he's come so early." 

Mrs. Poyser hastened to the door for the pleasure of looking at her darling in 
a new position, with love in her eyes but reproof on her tongue. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

boiling: (adj) hot, ebullient, heated, 
burning, scalding, torrid, humid; (adj, 
v) effervescent; (v) seethe, effervesce; 
(n) ebullience. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cold, happy, frozen, cooled, cool, 
collected, calm, fresh, airy. 

chicken: (n) fowl, hen, broiler, coward, 
cock, poultry, weakling, nestling; 
(adj) yellow, fearful, chicken-hearted. 
ANTONYM: (n) daredevil. 

darling: (adj, n) beloved, pet, favorite, 
sweet; (adj) costly, cute, pretty; (adj, v) 

precious; (n) love, deary, angel. 
ANTONYMS: (n) foe, rival. 

flapping: (adj) loose, detached, baggy, 
streaming, flying, slack; (n) fluttering, 
flutter, flaps, dither, disturbance. 

hearken: (v) hark, harken, attend, 
listen, hear, heed, list, listen in, listen 
to, regard, look out. 

mist: (n, v) cloud; (v) blur, cover, 
obscure, befog, drizzle, bedim; (n) 
haze, vapor, brume; (adj) misty. 

odds: (n) likelihood, probability,  

possibility, chance, advantage, 
likeliness, chances, disparity, 
prospect; (v) dissension; (adj) odd. 
ANTONYM: (n) unlikelihood. 

richly: (adv) wealthily, copiously, 
opulently, lavishly, abundantly, 
sumptuously, affluently, profusely, 
amply, plentifully, fully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) meagerly, poorly, 
simply, barely. 
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"Oh for shame, Totty!  Little gells o' five year old should be ashamed to be 
carried.  Why, Adam, she'll break your arm, such a big gell as that; set her down-
-for shame!" 

"Nay, nay," said Adam, "I can lift her with my hand--I've no need to take my 
arm to it." 

Totty, looking as serenely unconscious of remark as a fat white puppy, was 
set down at the door-place, and the mother enforced her reproof with a shower 
of kisses.%

"You're surprised to see me at this hour o' the day," said Adam. 
"Yes, but come in," said Mrs. Poyser, making way for him; "there's no bad 

news, I hope?" 
"No, nothing bad," Adam answered, as he went up to Dinah and put out his 

hand to her.  She had laid down her work and stood up, instinctively, as he 
approached her.  A faint blush died away from her pale cheek as she put her 
hand in his and looked up at him timidly. 

"It's an errand to you brought me, Dinah," said Adam, apparently 
unconscious that he was holding her hand all the while; "mother's a bit ailing, 
and she's set her heart on your coming to stay the night with her, if you'll be so 
kind.  I told her I'd call and ask you as I came from the village.  She overworks 
herself, and I can't persuade her to have a little girl t' help her.  I don't know 
what's to be done." 

Adam released Dinah's hand as he ceased speaking, and was expecting an 
answer, but before she had opened her lips Mrs. Poyser said, "Look there now!  I 
told you there was folks enow t' help i' this parish, wi'out going further off.  
There's Mrs. Bede getting as old and cas'alty as can be, and she won't let anybody 
but you go a-nigh her hardly.  The folks at Snowfield have learnt by this time to 
do better wi'out you nor she can." 

"I'll put my bonnet on and set off directly, if you don't want anything done 
first, Aunt," said Dinah, folding up her work. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

ailing: (adj) sickly, poorly, ill, unwell, 
bad, indisposed, unhealthy, invalid, 
morbid, weak; (n) illness. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) well, healthy, fit, 
robust, vigorous. 

enforced: (adj) required, obligatory, 
compulsory, applied, compelled, 
binding, essential, requisite, 
necessary, mandatory, legal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) optional, 
unenforced, voluntary. 

instinctively: (adv) involuntarily,  

mechanically, spontaneously, 
automatically, intuitively, inherently, 
automaticly, unconsciously, 
impulsively, unthinkingly, 
instinctually. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
consciously, objectively. 

laid: (adj) layed, lay, place, placed, put, 
situated, arranged, determined, 
dictated, hardened, ordered. 

puppy: (n) pup, cub, youth, doggy, 
whelp, younker, dog, brat, child, 
youngster, frankfurter. 

serenely: (adv) calmly, composedly, 
quietly, placidly, stilly, steadily, 
impassively, peacefully, Pacifically, 
clearly, coolly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
nervously, agitatedly, boisterously, 
manically. 

shower: (n, v) wash, rain, hail, drizzle, 
bath; (v) sprinkle, bathe, shed, scatter; 
(n) rain shower, rainfall. ANTONYM: 
(n) trickle. 

 

 



Adam Bede 536

"Yes, I do want something done.  I want you t' have your tea, child; it's all 
ready--and you'll have a cup, Adam, if y' arena in too big a hurry." 

"Yes, I'll have a cup, please; and then I'll walk with Dinah.  I'm going straight 
home, for I've got a lot o' timber valuations to write out." 

"Why, Adam, lad, are you here?" said Mr. Poyser, entering warm and 
coatless, with the two black-eyed boys behind him, still looking as much like him 
as two small elephants are like a large one.  "How is it we've got sight o' you so 
long before foddering-time?" 

"I came on an errand for Mother," said Adam.  "She's got a touch of her old 
complaint, and she wants Dinah to go and stay with her a bit." 

"Well, we'll spare her for your mother a little while," said Mr. Poyser.  "But 
we wonna spare her for anybody else, on'y her husband." 

"Husband!" said Marty, who was at the most prosaic and literal period of the 
boyish mind.  "Why, Dinah hasn't got a husband." 

"Spare her?" said Mrs. Poyser, placing a seed-cake on the table and then 
seating herself to pour out the tea.  "But we must spare her, it seems, and not for 
a husband neither, but for her own megrims.  Tommy, what are you doing to 
your little sister's doll?  Making the child naughty, when she'd be good if you'd 
let her.  You shanna have a morsel o' cake if you behave so." 

Tommy, with true brotherly sympathy, was amusing himself by turning 
Dolly's skirt over her bald head and exhibiting her truncated body to the general 
scorn--an indignity which cut Totty to the heart.%

"What do you think Dinah's been a-telling me since dinner-time?" Mrs. 
Poyser continued, looking at her husband. 

"Eh!  I'm a poor un at guessing," said Mr. Poyser. 
"Why, she means to go back to Snowfield again, and work i' the mill, and 

starve herself, as she used to do, like a creatur as has got no friends." 
Mr. Poyser did not readily find words to express his unpleasant 

astonishment; he only looked from his wife to Dinah, who had now seated 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

elephants: (n) Elephantidae. 
exhibiting: (n) advertising; (adj) 

exhibitory, ostensive. 
indignity: (n) dishonor, contumely, 

humiliation, contempt, outrage, 
disdain, offence, disgrace, 
degradation; (n, v) insult, abuse. 
ANTONYMS: (n) honor, glory, pride.

literal: (adj) exact, bare, verbal, 
accurate, genuine, faithful, actual, 
plain, true; (n) misprint, erratum. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) figurative,  

symbolic, loose, imprecise, 
metaphorical, broad, approximate, 
false. 

naughty: (adj) mischievous, impish, 
blue, improper, disobedient, 
insubordinate, wicked, evil, lewd, 
dark, unruly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
decent, behaved, obedient, clean. 

prosaic: (adj) commonplace, dull, 
monotonous, pedestrian, prosy, 
ordinary, uninteresting, trite, boring, 
humdrum, everyday. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) idealistic, imaginative, sensitive, 
inspired, exciting, inspiring, 
interesting, original, romantic. 

starve: (v) fast, crave, lust, hunger, 
thirst, perish, be hungry, deprive, 
benumb; (adj, v) pinch; (adj) gripe. 
ANTONYMS: (v) feed, eat. 

truncated: (adj) shortened, truncate, 
lopped, garbled, docked, cut, 
mutilated, abridged, curtailed, short, 
scarce. 
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herself beside Totty, as a bulwark against brotherly playfulness, and was 
busying herself with the children's tea.  If he had been given to making general 
reflections, it would have occurred to him that there was certainly a change come 
over Dinah, for she never used to change colour; but, as it was, he merely 
observed that her face was flushed at that moment.  Mr. Poyser thought she 
looked the prettier for it: it was a flush no deeper than the petal of a monthly 
rose.  Perhaps it came because her uncle was looking at her so fixedly; but there 
is no knowing, for just then Adam was saying, with quiet surprise, "Why, I 
hoped Dinah was settled among us for life.  I thought she'd given up the notion 
o' going back to her old country."%

"Thought!  Yes," said Mrs. Poyser, "and so would anybody else ha' thought, 
as had got their right end up'ards.  But I suppose you must be a Methodist to 
know what a Methodist 'ull do.  It's ill guessing what the bats are flying after." 

"Why, what have we done to you.  Dinah, as you must go away from us?" 
said Mr. Poyser, still pausing over his tea-cup.  "It's like breaking your word, 
welly, for your aunt never had no thought but you'd make this your home." 

"Nay, Uncle," said Dinah, trying to be quite calm.  "When I first came, I said it 
was only for a time, as long as I could be of any comfort to my aunt." 

"Well, an' who said you'd ever left off being a comfort to me?" said Mrs. 
Poyser.  "If you didna mean to stay wi' me, you'd better never ha' come.  Them as 
ha' never had a cushion don't miss it." 

"Nay, nay," said Mr. Poyser, who objected to exaggerated views.  "Thee 
mustna say so; we should ha' been ill off wi'out her, Lady day was a 
twelvemont'.  We mun be thankful for that, whether she stays or no.  But I canna 
think what she mun leave a good home for, to go back int' a country where the 
land, most on't, isna worth ten shillings an acre, rent and profits." 

"Why, that's just the reason she wants to go, as fur as she can give a reason," 
said Mrs. Poyser.  "She says this country's too comfortable, an' there's too much t' 
eat, an' folks arena miserable enough.  And she's going next week.  I canna turn 
her, say what I will.  It's allays the way wi' them meek-faced people; you may's 
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acre: (n) agrimensor, Akka. 
bats: (adj) nutty, loony, crackers, 

cracked, barmy, batty, balmy, goofy, 
wacky, nuts, loopy. 

bulwark: (n, v) shield, safeguard, 
guard; (n) rampart, wall, barrier, 
breakwater, bastion, defense, 
battlement, buffer. ANTONYM: (n) 
weakness. 

calm: (adj, n, v) assuage, appease, lull; 
(adj, v) cool, pacify, peaceful, easy, 
steady; (adj, adv, n, v) still; (n, v) allay; 

(v) mollify. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
agitated, wild, stormy, nervous, 
angry, scared, terrified, tense; (v) 
agitate, provoke; (adj, v) upset. 

flush: (adj, n, v) blush, glow; (adj) flat, 
affluent, rich; (adj, v) even, smooth, 
level; (n) bloom; (n, v) color; (v) 
redden. ANTONYMS: (n) pallor; (v) 
blanch, blench; (adj) empty, low, 
poor. 

monthly: (adj) menstrual, mensal, 
periodic; (adv) each month, every  

month, month by month; (n) 
magazine, periodical, journal, series, 
review. 

petal: (n) corolla, flower, valve, petal 
of marguerite, flower petal, floral 
leaf. 

rent: (n, v) breach, fissure, lease, let; 
(adj, n) cleft; (n) crevice, tear, crack, 
break; (v) charter, engage. 

stays: (n) bodice, stay, girdle, panty 
girdle, stayed, staying, foundation, 
corselette, sash, slip, corselet. 
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well pelt a bag o' feathers as talk to 'em.  But I say it isna religion, to be so 
obstinate--is it now, Adam?" 

Adam saw that Dinah was more disturbed than he had ever seen her by any 
matter relating to herself, and, anxious to relieve her, if possible, he said, looking 
at her affectionately, "Nay, I can't find fault with anything Dinah does.  I believe 
her thoughts are better than our guesses, let 'em be what they may.  I should ha' 
been thankful for her to stay among us, but if she thinks well to go, I wouldn't 
cross her, or make it hard to her by objecting.  We owe her something different 
to that." 

As it often happens, the words intended to relieve her were just too much for 
Dinah's susceptible feelings at this moment.  The tears came into the grey eyes 
too fast to be hidden and she got up hurriedly, meaning it to be understood that 
she was going to put on her bonnet.%

"Mother, what's Dinah crying for?" said Totty.  "She isn't a naughty dell." 
"Thee'st gone a bit too fur," said Mr. Poyser.  "We've no right t' interfere with 

her doing as she likes.  An' thee'dst be as angry as could be wi' me, if I said a 
word against anything she did." 

"Because you'd very like be finding fault wi'out reason," said Mrs. Poyser.  
"But there's reason i' what I say, else I shouldna say it.  It's easy talking for them 
as can't love her so well as her own aunt does.  An' me got so used to her!  I shall 
feel as uneasy as a new sheared sheep when she's gone from me.  An' to think of 
her leaving a parish where she's so looked on.  There's Mr. Irwine makes as much 
of her as if she was a lady, for all her being a Methodist, an' wi' that maggot o' 
preaching in her head-- God forgi'e me if I'm i' the wrong to call it so." 

"Aye," said Mr. Poyser, looking jocose; "but thee dostna tell Adam what he 
said to thee about it one day.  The missis was saying, Adam, as the preaching 
was the only fault to be found wi' Dinah, and Mr. Irwine says, 'But you mustn't 
find fault with her for that, Mrs. Poyser; you forget she's got no husband to 
preach to.  I'll answer for it, you give Poyser many a good sermon.'  The parson 
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aunt: (n) uncle, auntie, aunty, father's 
younger brother's wife, father's older 
brother's wife, mother's sister, 
kinswoman, nephew, niece, paternal 
aunt, maternal uncle's wife. 

disturbed: (adj, v) concerned; (adj) 
anxious, disquieted, upset, confused, 
worried, restless, disordered, 
unsettled, distressed, turbulent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rational, relaxed, 
calm, sane, unaffected, unbroken, 
peaceful, stable, carefree,  

unconcerned, untroubled. 
interfere: (n, v) interpose; (v) 

intercede, obstruct, disturb, conflict, 
impede, hinder, meddle, intervene; 
(n) interference; (adj, v) intermeddle. 

objecting: (adj) disappointed, 
disinclined, opposed. 

pelt: (n) hide, skin, fell, coat; (v) 
pepper, bombard, hurry, beat, hit, 
batter, pour. 

relating: (prep) concerning, connecting, 
involving, linking, between; (n)  

comparison, fellow feeling, telling, 
practice; (adj) like, germane. 

relieve: (n, v) ease, assuage, mitigate, 
alleviate, allay, calm, redress; (v) free, 
help, console, excuse. ANTONYMS: 
(v) burden, aggravate, exacerbate, 
harbor, enforce, include, upset, 
depress. 

sheared: (adj) Sheard, Shearn, cut. 
sheep: (n) goat, ram, tup, ewe, cattle, 

follower, Bovidae, stock, simple, 
simpleton, family Bovidae. 
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had thee there," Mr. Poyser added, laughing unctuously.  "I told Bartle Massey 
on it, an' he laughed too." 

"Yes, it's a small joke sets men laughing when they sit a-staring at one another 
with a pipe i' their mouths," said Mrs. Poyser.  "Give Bartle Massey his way and 
he'd have all the sharpness to himself.  If the chaff-cutter had the making of us, 
we should all be straw, I reckon.  Totty, my chicken, go upstairs to cousin Dinah, 
and see what she's doing, and give her a pretty kiss." 

This errand was devised for Totty as a means of checking certain threatening 
symptoms about the corners of the mouth; for Tommy, no longer expectant of 
cake, was lifting up his eyelids with his forefingers and turning his eyeballs 
towards Totty in a way that she felt to be disagreeably personal.%

"You're rare and busy now--eh, Adam?" said Mr. Poyser.  "Burge's getting so 
bad wi' his asthmy, it's well if he'll ever do much riding about again." 

"Yes, we've got a pretty bit o' building on hand now," said Adam, "what with 
the repairs on th' estate, and the new houses at Treddles'on." 

"I'll bet a penny that new house Burge is building on his own bit o' land is for 
him and Mary to go to," said Mr. Poyser.  "He'll be for laying by business soon, 
I'll warrant, and be wanting you to take to it all and pay him so much by th' 'ear.  
We shall see you living on th' hill before another twelvemont's over." 

"Well," said Adam, "I should like t' have the business in my own hands.  It 
isn't as I mind much about getting any more money.  We've enough and to spare 
now, with only our two selves and mother; but I should like t' have my own way 
about things--I could try plans then, as I can't do now." 

"You get on pretty well wi' the new steward, I reckon?" said Mr. Poyser. 
"Yes, yes; he's a sensible man enough; understands farming--he's carrying on 

the draining, and all that, capital.  You must go some day towards the Stonyshire 
side and see what alterations they're making.  But he's got no notion about 
buildings.  You can so seldom get hold of a man as can turn his brains to more 
nor one thing; it's just as if they wore blinkers like th' horses and could see 
nothing o' one side of 'em.  Now, there's Mr. Irwine has got notions o' building 
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checking: (n) examination, 
verification, audit, inspection, 
scrutiny, going-over, arrest, 
interference, supervision, collation, 
approval of plans. 

devised: (adj) invented, trumped up, 
formulated, fabulous. 

disagreeably: (adv) nastily, 
unappealingly, offensively, 
cheerlessly, badly, distastefully, 
objectionably, unsympathetically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) agreeably,  

sweetly, warmly, attractively. 
draining: (n) drainage, emptying, 

refinement; (adj) wearing, ruinous, 
tiresome, fatiguing, irksome, tiring, 
strenuous; (v) consume. ANTONYM: 
(adj) undemanding. 

seldom: (adj) scarce, rare, few, 
infrequent; (adv) occasionally, 
infrequently, uncommonly, hardly, 
scarcely, not often, once in a blue 
moon. ANTONYMS: (adv) often, 
seldom. 

threatening: (adj) ominous, 
forbidding, sinister, minatory, black, 
imminent, perilous, impending, 
dangerous, grave, sullen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reassuring, nice, 
approachable, pleasant, promising, 
favorable, friendly, harmless, 
hospitable, soothing. 

unctuously: (adv) fulsomely, oily, 
sanctimoniously, smoothly, 
oleaginously, fatly, greasily, 
butterily, adiposely, suavely. 
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more nor most architects; for as for th' architects, they set up to be fine fellows, 
but the most of 'em don't know where to set a chimney so as it shan't be 
quarrelling with a door.  My notion is, a practical builder that's got a bit o' taste 
makes the best architect for common things; and I've ten times the pleasure i' 
seeing after the work when I've made the plan myself." 

Mr. Poyser listened with an admiring interest to Adam's discourse on 
building, but perhaps it suggested to him that the building of his corn-rick had 
been proceeding a little too long without the control of the master's eye, for 
when Adam had done speaking, he got up and said, "Well, lad, I'll bid you good-
bye now, for I'm off to the rick-yard again." 

Adam rose too, for he saw Dinah entering, with her bonnet on and a little 
basket in her hand, preceded by Totty.%

"You're ready, I see, Dinah," Adam said; "so we'll set off, for the sooner I'm at 
home the better." 

"Mother," said Totty, with her treble pipe, "Dinah was saying her prayers and 
crying ever so." 

"Hush, hush," said the mother, "little gells mustn't chatter." 
Whereupon the father, shaking with silent laughter, set Totty on the white 

deal table and desired her to kiss him.  Mr. and Mrs. Poyser, you perceive, had 
no correct principles of education. 

"Come back to-morrow if Mrs. Bede doesn't want you, Dinah," said Mrs. 
Poyser: "but you can stay, you know, if she's ill." 

So, when the good-byes had been said, Dinah and Adam left the Hall Farm 
together. 
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architect: (n) producer, maker, 
founder, inventor, creator, designer, 
prime mover, generator, builder, 
author, artificer. ANTONYM: (n) 
destroyer. 

builder: (n) architect, constructor, 
founder, artificer, contractor, 
bricklayer, creator, developer, maker, 
manufacturer, Wright. 

chimney: (n) fireplace, smokestack, 
shaft, flue, hearth, vent, lamp 
chimney, chimneys, nostril, throat,  

weasand. 
discourse: (n, v) address, lecture, 

sermon, converse, harangue, chat; (n) 
talk, colloquy, conversation, 
discussion, homily. 

entering: (n) entry, entrance, 
admission, enrollment, penetration, 
ingress, registration, encroachment, 
entree; (adj, n) incoming; (v) go in. 

hush: (adj, n, v) calm, silence, quiet, 
still, lull; (n) peace; (v) shut up, gag, 
quieten, muffle; (adj, v) soothe.  

ANTONYMS: (n) noise, turmoil; (v) 
Louden. 

principles: (n) principle, cause, 
morals, conscience, law, philosophy, 
dogma, doctrine, honor, ideas, 
knowledge. 

proceeding: (n) matter, transaction, 
affair, procedure, lawsuit, 
proceedings; (v) deed, act; (n, v) 
measure; (adv, n) happening; (adj, adv, 
v) going on. 
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CHAPTER  L  

 
IN  THE  COTTAGE  

 
 

Adam did not ask Dinah to take his arm when they got out into the lane.  He 
had never yet done so, often as they had walked together, for he had observed 
that she never walked arm-in-arm with Seth, and he thought, perhaps, that kind 
of support was not agreeable to her.  So they walked apart, though side by side, 
and the close poke of her little black bonnet hid her face from him.%

"You can't be happy, then, to make the Hall Farm your home, Dinah?" Adam 
said, with the quiet interest of a brother, who has no anxiety for himself in the 
matter.  "It's a pity, seeing they're so fond of you." 

"You know, Adam, my heart is as their heart, so far as love for them and care 
for their welfare goes, but they are in no present need.  Their sorrows are healed, 
and I feel that I am called back to my old work, in which I found a blessing that I 
have missed of late in the midst of too abundant worldly good.  I know it is a 
vain thought to flee from the work that God appoints us, for the sake of finding 
a greater blessing to our own souls, as if we could choose for ourselves where we 
shall find the fulness of the Divine Presence, instead of seeking it where alone it 
is to be found, in loving obedience.  But now, I believe, I have a clear showing 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

anxiety: (n) disquiet, trouble, fear, 
care, alarm, anxiousness, uneasiness, 
worry, anguish, concern; (adj, n) 
solicitude. ANTONYMS: (n) calm, 
bravery, confidence, reassurance, 
security, relaxation, indifference, 
serenity, tranquility, peace, 
satisfaction. 

apart: (adj, adv) aloof; (adv) aside, 
asunder, especially; (adj) alone, 
distant, detached, isolated, only; (adj, 
v) separate; (v) segregate.  

ANTONYMS: (adv) adjoining, near, 
surrounded; (adj) connected, nearby. 

appoints: (v) appoint. 
flee: (v) bolt, break out, fly, desert, 

break, abscond, elope, elude, run 
away, run, leave. ANTONYMS: (v) 
appear, advance. 

missed: (adj) lost, irretrievable, 
incomprehensible, bemused, 
confounded, befuddled, baffled, 
disoriented, helpless, at sea, 
bewildered. 

observed: (adj) ascertained, empirical, 
discovered, viewed, experimental, 
experiential, determined, visual, 
disclosed. 

poke: (n, v) dig, jab, nudge, push, 
punch, prod, thrust; (n) bag, sack, 
pocket; (v) shove. 

seeking: (n) hunt, pursuit, hunting, 
effort, pursuance; (adj) searching, 
zetetic; (prep) looking for. 
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that my work lies elsewhere--at least for a time.  In the years to come, if my 
aunt's health should fail, or she should otherwise need me, I shall return."%

"You know best, Dinah," said Adam.  "I don't believe you'd go against the 
wishes of them that love you, and are akin to you, without a good and sufficient 
reason in your own conscience.  I've no right to say anything about my being 
sorry: you know well enough what cause I have to put you above every other 
friend I've got; and if it had been ordered so that you could ha' been my sister, 
and lived with us all our lives, I should ha' counted it the greatest blessing as 
could happen to us now.  But Seth tells me there's no hope o' that: your feelings 
are different, and perhaps I'm taking too much upon me to speak about it." 

Dinah made no answer, and they walked on in silence for some yards, till 
they came to the stone stile, where, as Adam had passed through first and turned 
round to give her his hand while she mounted the unusually high step, she 
could not prevent him from seeing her face.  It struck him with surprise, for the 
grey eyes, usually so mild and grave, had the bright uneasy glance which 
accompanies suppressed agitation, and the slight flush in her cheeks, with which 
she had come downstairs, was heightened to a deep rose-colour.  She looked as if 
she were only sister to Dinah.  Adam was silent with surprise and conjecture for 
some moments, and then he said, "I hope I've not hurt or displeased you by what 
I've said, Dinah.  Perhaps I was making too free.  I've no wish different from 
what you see to be best, and I'm satisfied for you to live thirty mile off, if you 
think it right.  I shall think of you just as much as I do now, for you're bound up 
with what I can no more help remembering than I can help my heart beating." 

Poor Adam!  Thus do men blunder.  Dinah made no answer, but she 
presently said, "Have you heard any news from that poor young man, since we 
last spoke of him?" 

Dinah always called Arthur so; she had never lost the image of him as she 
had seen him in the prison. 

"Yes," said Adam.  "Mr. Irwine read me part of a letter from him yesterday.  
It's pretty certain, they say, that there'll be a peace soon, though nobody believes 
it'll last long; but he says he doesn't mean to come home.  He's no heart for it yet, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

blunder: (n, v) mistake, stumble, slip, 
botch; (adj, n) fault; (n) error, gaffe, 
trip; (v) fail, fumble; (adj, n, v) miss. 
ANTONYMS: (v) succeed, correct, 
accomplish, achieve; (n) achievement.

grey: (adj) ashen, dim, dull, cloudy, 
bleak, dismal, drab, gloomy, greyish, 
leaden; (n) grayness. 

mile: (n) MI, nautical mile, land mile, 
knot, Swedish mile, international 
nautical mile, Admiralty mile, air 
mile, geographical mile, Roman mile; 

(v) furlong. 
satisfied: (adj) happy, content, full, 

pleased, confident, complacent, 
persuaded, fulfilled; (adj, v) certain, 
sure; (v) convinced. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) frustrated, anxious, disgruntled, 
hungry, insistent, pensive, unsure, 
dissatisfied, ashamed. 

slight: (adj, adv) light; (adj) thin, flimsy, 
slender, fragile, petty, little; (adv, n, v) 
neglect; (n, v) insult, scorn; (v) ignore. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) considerable,  

major, obvious, thickset, severe, 
wide, fat, intense, heavy, likely; (v) 
acknowledge. 

unusually: (adj, adv) uncommonly, 
particularly, outstandingly, 
remarkably, singularly, curiously; 
(adv) rarely, peculiarly, 
extraordinarily, signally, abnormally. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) usually, 
regularly, typically, frequently, 
slightly, commonly, ordinarily. 
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and it's better for others that he should keep away.  Mr. Irwine thinks he's in the 
right not to come.  It's a sorrowful letter.  He asks about you and the Poysers, as 
he always does.  There's one thing in the letter cut me a good deal: 'You can't 
think what an old fellow I feel,' he says; 'I make no schemes now.  I'm the best 
when I've a good day's march or fighting before me.'"%

"He's of a rash, warm-hearted nature, like Esau, for whom I have always felt 
great pity," said Dinah.  "That meeting between the brothers, where Esau is so 
loving and generous, and Jacob so timid and distrustful, notwithstanding his 
sense of the Divine favour, has always touched me greatly.  Truly, I have been 
tempted sometimes to say that Jacob was of a mean spirit.  But that is our trial: 
we must learn to see the good in the midst of much that is unlovely." 

"Ah," said Adam, "I like to read about Moses best, in th' Old Testament.  He 
carried a hard business well through, and died when other folks were going to 
reap the fruits.  A man must have courage to look at his life so, and think what'll 
come of it after he's dead and gone.  A good solid bit o' work lasts: if it's only 
laying a floor down, somebody's the better for it being done well, besides the 
man as does it." 

They were both glad to talk of subjects that were not personal, and in this 
way they went on till they passed the bridge across the Willow Brook, when 
Adam turned round and said, "Ah, here's Seth.  I thought he'd be home soon.  
Does he know of you're going, Dinah?" 

"Yes, I told him last Sabbath." 
Adam remembered now that Seth had come home much depressed on 

Sunday evening, a circumstance which had been very unusual with him of late, 
for the happiness he had in seeing Dinah every week seemed long to have 
outweighed the pain of knowing she would never marry him.  This evening he 
had his habitual air of dreamy benignant contentment, until he came quite close 
to Dinah and saw the traces of tears on her delicate eyelids and eyelashes.  He 
gave one rapid glance at his brother, but Adam was evidently quite outside the 
current of emotion that had shaken Dinah: he wore his everyday look of 
unexpectant calm.  Seth tried not to let Dinah see that he had noticed her face, 
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circumstance: (n) affair, incident, 
matter, event, occasion, chance, 
accident, opportunity, adventure, 
casualty, fact. 

depressed: (adj) low, blue, dejected, 
sad, dispirited, downhearted, 
downcast, down, gloomy, hollow, 
disappointed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, happy, convex, booming, 
elated, encouraged, euphoric, 
exhilarated, flourishing, optimistic, 
prospering. 

distrustful: (adj) suspicious, doubtful, 
diffident, distrust, jealous, leery, shy, 
apprehensive, skeptical, scrupulous, 
disbelieving. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trusting, trustful, aggressive, assured, 
believing, faithful, unwary, certain, 
optimistic. 

marry: (n, v) wed, espouse; (v) get 
married, link, conjoin, wive, splice, 
tie, unite, couple; (n) marriage. 
ANTONYMS: (v) divorce, separate, 
split. 

rash: (adj, n) foolhardy, hasty, 
precipitate, eruption; (adj) imprudent, 
reckless, impetuous, heedless, 
audacious, sudden; (adj, adv) 
thoughtless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cautious, careful, sensible, wise, 
considered, deliberate, prudent, 
modest, slow, responsible, patient. 

reap: (v) harvest, gain, glean, gather, 
obtain, cut, receive, earn, acquire; 
(adj, v) mow; (adj) clip. ANTONYMS: 
(v) lose, scatter. 

 



Adam Bede 544

and only said, "I'm thankful you're come, Dinah, for Mother's been hungering 
after the sight of you all day.  She began to talk of you the first thing in the 
morning." 

When they entered the cottage, Lisbeth was seated in her arm- chair, too tired 
with setting out the evening meal, a task she always performed a long time 
beforehand, to go and meet them at the door as usual, when she heard the 
approaching footsteps.%

"Coom, child, thee't coom at last," she said, when Dinah went towards her.  
"What dost mane by lavin' me a week an' ne'er coomin' a-nigh me?" 

"Dear friend," said Dinah, taking her hand, "you're not well.  If I'd known it 
sooner, I'd have come." 

"An' how's thee t' know if thee dostna coom?  Th' lads on'y know what I tell 
'em.  As long as ye can stir hand and foot the men think ye're hearty.  But I'm 
none so bad, on'y a bit of a cold sets me achin'.  An' th' lads tease me so t' ha' 
somebody wi' me t' do the work--they make me ache worse wi' talkin'.  If 
thee'dst come and stay wi' me, they'd let me alone.  The Poysers canna want thee 
so bad as I do.  But take thy bonnet off, an' let me look at thee." 

Dinah was moving away, but Lisbeth held her fast, while she was taking off 
her bonnet, and looked at her face as one looks into a newly gathered snowdrop, 
to renew the old impressions of purity and gentleness. 

"What's the matter wi' thee?" said Lisbeth, in astonishment; "thee'st been a-
cryin'." 

"It's only a grief that'll pass away," said Dinah, who did not wish just now to 
call forth Lisbeth's remonstrances by disclosing her intention to leave Hayslope.  
"You shall know about it shortly--we'll talk of it to-night.  I shall stay with you to- 
night." 

Lisbeth was pacified by this prospect.  And she had the whole evening to talk 
with Dinah alone; for there was a new room in the cottage, you remember, built 
nearly two years ago, in the expectation of a new inmate; and here Adam always 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

ache: (n, v) hunger, pain, hurt, yen; (n) 
twinge, thirst; (v) long, yearn, itch, 
smart, pine. ANTONYMS: (v) help, 
assist; (n) comfort, ease, health, relief, 
joy. 

disclosing: (n) confession, 
communication. 

expectation: (n) expectancy, belief, 
hope, possibility, outlook, trust, 
confidence, arithmetic mean, 
thought, suspense; (n, v) prospect. 
ANTONYMS: (n) despair,  

hopelessness, discouragement, 
distrust. 

hungering: (adj) starving, famished; 
(n) longing. 

inmate: (n) captive, convict, gaolbird, 
denizen, prisoner, con, patient, 
jailbird, lodger, occupant, resident. 
ANTONYM: (n) outpatient. 

pacified: (adj) appeased. 
purity: (n) holiness, cleanness, 

cleanliness, virtue, honor, perfection, 
pureness, sanctity, chastity, elegance; 

(adj, n) clearness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
coarseness, impurity, contamination, 
clutter, dirtiness, corruption, 
mustiness. 

renew: (v) renovate, rejuvenate, 
restore, refresh, refurbish, modernize, 
revive, overhaul, reinstate, reiterate, 
mend. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, kill. 

tease: (n, v) annoy; (adj, v) molest, 
harry, worry, bait; (v) taunt, kid, 
pester, plague, provoke, mock. 
ANTONYM: (v) placate. 
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sat when he had writing to do or plans to make.  Seth sat there too this evening, 
for he knew his mother would like to have Dinah all to herself.%

There were two pretty pictures on the two sides of the wall in the cottage.  On 
one side there was the broad-shouldered, large- featured, hardy old woman, in 
her blue jacket and buff kerchief, with her dim-eyed anxious looks turned 
continually on the lily face and the slight form in the black dress that were either 
moving lightly about in helpful activity, or seated close by the old woman's arm-
chair, holding her withered hand, with eyes lifted up towards her to speak a 
language which Lisbeth understood far better than the Bible or the hymn-book.  
She would scarcely listen to reading at all to-night.  "Nay, nay, shut the book," 
she said.  "We mun talk.  I want t' know what thee was cryin' about.  Hast got 
troubles o' thy own, like other folks?" 

On the other side of the wall there were the two brothers so like each other in 
the midst of their unlikeness: Adam with knit brows, shaggy hair, and dark 
vigorous colour, absorbed in his "figuring"; Seth, with large rugged features, the 
close copy of his brother's, but with thin, wavy, brown hair and blue dreamy 
eyes, as often as not looking vaguely out of the window instead of at his book, 
although it was a newly bought book--Wesley's abridgment of Madame Guyon's 
life, which was full of wonder and interest for him.  Seth had said to Adam, "Can 
I help thee with anything in here to-night?  I don't want to make a noise in the 
shop." 

"No, lad," Adam answered, "there's nothing but what I must do myself.  
Thee'st got thy new book to read." 

And often, when Seth was quite unconscious, Adam, as he paused after 
drawing a line with his ruler, looked at his brother with a kind smile dawning in 
his eyes.  He knew "th' lad liked to sit full o' thoughts he could give no account 
of; they'd never come t' anything, but they made him happy," and in the last year 
or so, Adam had been getting more and more indulgent to Seth.  It was part of 
that growing tenderness which came from the sorrow at work within him. 

For Adam, though you see him quite master of himself, working hard and 
delighting in his work after his inborn inalienable nature, had not outlived his 
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abridgment: (n) summary, 
abridgement, synopsis, epitome, 
abbreviation, digest, precis, 
contraction, compendium, 
condensation, retrenchment. 
ANTONYM: (n) exposition. 

buff: (n) devotee, fan, addict, 
enthusiast, afficionado, admirer; (adj, 
n) tan, beige; (v) shine, furbish, 
polish. ANTONYMS: (v) corrode, 
dull, erode; (n) detractor. 

delighting: (adj) satisfactory,  

attractive. 
featured: (adj) faced, obvious, 

countenanced, conspicuous, aided, 
favored. 

inalienable: (adj) untransferable, 
unassailable, absolute, inviolable, 
indefeasible, inseparable, inherent, 
unassignable, unforfeitable; (v) 
incommunicable. 

lily: (adj) chalk, tiger lily, snow, paper, 
effeminate, milk; (n) daffodil, kentan, 
martagon, leopard lily, ivory. 

rugged: (adj, n) rough, jagged, ragged; 
(adj) difficult, rocky, tough, broken, 
robust, hilly, strong, craggy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delicate, easy, 
smooth, flimsy, fragile, soft, weak, 
feeble. 

unlikeness: (n) disparity, 
dissimilitude, dissimilarity, 
difference, inequality, variation, 
dissemblance, divergence, 
discrepancy, disagreement, contrast. 
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sorrow--had not felt it slip from him as a temporary burden, and leave him the 
same man again.  Do any of us?  God forbid.  It would be a poor result of all our 
anguish and our wrestling if we won nothing but our old selves at the end of it-- 
if we could return to the same blind loves, the same self- confident blame, the 
same light thoughts of human suffering, the same frivolous gossip over blighted 
human lives, the same feeble sense of that Unknown towards which we have 
sent forth irrepressible cries in our loneliness.  Let us rather be thankful that our 
sorrow lives in us as an indestructible force, only changing its form, as forces do, 
and passing from pain into sympathy--the one poor word which includes all our 
best insight and our best love.  Not that this transformation of pain into 
sympathy had completely taken place in Adam yet.  There was still a great 
remnant of pain, and this he felt would subsist as long as her pain was not a 
memory, but an existing thing, which he must think of as renewed with the light 
of every new morning.  But we get accustomed to mental as well as bodily pain, 
without, for all that, losing our sensibility to it.  It becomes a habit of our lives, 
and we cease to imagine a condition of perfect ease as possible for us.  Desire is 
chastened into submission, and we are contented with our day when we have 
been able to bear our grief in silence and act as if we were not suffering.  For it is 
at such  periods that the sense of our lives having visible and invisible relations, 
beyond any of which either our present or prospective self is the centre, grows 
like a muscle that we are obliged to lean on and exert.%

That was Adam's state of mind in this second autumn of his sorrow.  His 
work, as you know, had always been part of his religion, and from very early 
days he saw clearly that good carpentry was God's will--was that form of God's 
will that most immediately concerned him.  But now there was no margin of 
dreams for him beyond this daylight reality, no holiday-time in the working-day 
world, no moment in the distance when duty would take off her iron glove and 
breast-plate and clasp him gently into rest.  He conceived no picture of the future 
but one made up of hard-working days such as he lived through, with growing 
contentment and intensity of interest, every fresh week.  Love, he thought, could 
never be anything to him but a living memory--a limb lopped off, but not gone 
from consciousness.  He did not know that the power of loving was all the while 
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blighted: (v) broken, wasted, rotten, 
moldering, effete, cankered; (adj) 
spoilt, ill-fated, bleak, blasted, bad. 

carpentry: (n) woodwork, 
woodworking, cabinetmaking, 
cabinetwork, craft, trade, cabinetry, 
carpentering. 

chastened: (v) lamblike, resigned, 
content; (adj) refined, reprimanded, 
rebuked, reproved, subdued, 
contrite, remorseful. 

frivolous: (adj) empty, foolish, dizzy,  

petty, idle, light, flighty, 
unimportant, flippant, trivial, 
superficial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
important, solemn, worthwhile, vital, 
weighty, staid, significant, sensible, 
responsible, crucial, heavy. 

hard-working: (adj) studious, 
industrious, painstaking, active, 
dedicated, tireless. 

includes: (v) involve; (adj) included. 
indestructible: (adj) immortal, eternal, 

everlasting, undestroyable, undying, 

durable, perdurable, permanent, 
indelible, incorruptible, lasting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fragile, 
destructible, vulnerable, ephemeral, 
soft, perishable, temporary. 

lopped: (adj) docked, truncated, 
lopped off, cropped, mutilated. 

periods: (n) period. 
subsist: (v) exist, be, survive, abide, 

last, reside, live on, dwell, obtain, 
continue, breathe. ANTONYM: (v) 
perish. 
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gaining %new force within him; that the new sensibilities bought by a deep 
experience were so many new fibres by which it was possible, nay, necessary to 
him, that his nature should intertwine with another.  Yet he was aware that 
common affection and friendship were more precious to him than they used to 
be--that he clung more to his mother and Seth, and had an unspeakable 
satisfaction in the sight or imagination of any small addition to their happiness.  
The Poysers, too--hardly three or four days passed but he felt the need of seeing 
them and interchanging words and looks of friendliness with them.  He would 
have felt this, probably, even if Dinah had not been with them, but he had only 
said the simplest truth in telling Dinah that he put her above all other friends in 
the world.  Could anything be more natural?  For in the darkest moments of 
memory the thought of her always came as the first ray of returning comfort.  
The early days of gloom at the Hall Farm had been gradually turned into soft 
moonlight by her presence; and in the cottage, too, for she had come at every 
spare moment to soothe and cheer poor Lisbeth, who had been stricken with a 
fear that subdued even her querulousness at the sight of her darling Adam's 
grief-worn face.  He had become used to watching her light quiet movements, 
her pretty loving ways to the children, when he went to the Hall Farm; to listen 
for her voice as for a recurrent music; to think everything she said and did was 
just right, and could not have been better.  In spite of his wisdom, he could not 
find fault with her for her overindulgence of the children, who had managed to 
convert Dinah the preacher, before whom a circle of rough men had often 
trembled a little, into a convenient household slave--though Dinah herself was 
rather ashamed of this weakness, and had some inward conflict as to her 
departure from the precepts of Solomon.  Yes, there was one thing that might 
have been better; she might have loved Seth and consented to marry him.  He felt 
a little vexed, for his brother's sake, and he could not help thinking regretfully 
how Dinah, as Seth's wife, would have made their home as happy as it could be 
for them all--how she was the one being that would have soothed their mother's 
last days into peacefulness and rest. 

"It's wonderful she doesn't love th' lad," Adam had said sometimes to 
himself, "for anybody 'ud think he was just cut out for her.  But her heart's so 
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circle: (n) association, field, range, 
beat, set; (n, v) ring, band, compass, 
turn, whirl; (v) encircle. 

intertwine: (adj, v) interlace; (v) 
entwine, braid, entangle, enlace, 
interweave, knot, splice, knit, fold, 
lace. ANTONYMS: (v) disentangle, 
undo, unpick. 

overindulgence: (n) excess, 
intemperance, indulgence, self-
indulgence, indulging, nimiety, orgy, 
overeating, surfeit, overabundance,  

humoring. 
peacefulness: (n) calm, calmness, 

peace of mind, serenity, tranquillity, 
stillness, repose, quietness, ease, 
hush, heartsease. ANTONYMS: (n) 
bustle, wildness, upheaval, turmoil, 
agitation, disturbance, harshness. 

recurrent: (adj) repeated, recurring, 
perennial, continual, frequent, 
intermittent, periodical, serial, 
persistent, cyclical, habitual. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) occasional,  

intermittent, irregular, isolated, rare, 
single, unique, spasmodic. 

regretfully: (adv) remorsefully, 
repentantly, sadly, contritely, 
apologetically, penitently, unhappily, 
sorrily, mournfully, sorrowfully, 
ashamedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unrepentantly, joyfully. 

stricken: (adj) smitten, struck, beaten, 
laid low, affected, hurt, low, 
impaired, dotty; (v) heavy laden, 
victimized. 
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taken up with other things.  She's one o' those women that feel no drawing 
towards having a husband and children o' their own.  She thinks she should be 
filled up with her own life then, and she's been used so to living in other folks's 
cares, she can't bear the thought of her heart being shut up from 'em.  I see how it 
is, well enough.  She's cut out o' different stuff from most women: I saw that long 
ago.  She's never easy but when she's helping somebody, and marriage 'ud 
interfere with her ways--that's true.  I've no right to be contriving and thinking it 
'ud be better if she'd have Seth, as if I was wiser than she is-- or than God either, 
for He made her what she is, and that's one o' the greatest blessings I've ever had 
from His hands, and others besides me." 

This self-reproof had recurred strongly to Adam's mind when he gathered 
from Dinah's face that he had wounded her by referring to his wish that she had 
accepted Seth, and so he had endeavoured to put into the strongest words his 
confidence in her decision as right--his resignation even to her going away from 
them and ceasing to make part of their life otherwise than by living in their 
thoughts, if that separation were chosen by herself.  He felt sure she knew quite 
well enough how much he cared to see her continually--to talk to her with the 
silent consciousness of a mutual great remembrance.  It was not possible she 
should hear anything but self-renouncing affection and respect in his assurance 
that he was contented for her to go away; and yet there remained an uneasy 
feeling in his mind that he had not said quite the right thing--that, somehow, 
Dinah had not understood him.%

Dinah must have risen a little before the sun the next morning, for she was 
downstairs about five o'clock.  So was Seth, for, through Lisbeth's obstinate 
refusal to have any woman-helper in the house, he had learned to make himself, 
as Adam said, "very handy in the housework," that he might save his mother 
from too great weariness; on which ground I hope you will not think him 
unmanly, any more than you can have thought the gallant Colonel Bath 
unmanly when he made the gruel for his invalid sister.  Adam, who had sat up 
late at his writing, was still asleep, and was not likely, Seth said, to be down till 
breakfast-time.  Often as Dinah had visited Lisbeth during the last eighteen 
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blessings: (n) blessing, godsend. 
gallant: (adj) fearless, brave, daring, 

courageous, chivalrous, bold, manly, 
heroic, dashing, courteous, fine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boorish, rude, 
selfish. 

gruel: (n) mess, congee, loblolly, paste, 
waste, porridge, mush, pap, skilly, 
wet feed. 

handy: (adj) convenient, adroit, apt, 
expert, clever, deft, dexterous, good, 
accessible; (adj, n) available; (adj, n, v) 

ready. ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, 
fixed, inept, unwieldy, inconvenient, 
faraway, far, difficult, distant, 
cumbersome, worthless. 

invalid: (adj) false, illogical, 
unreasonable, null, weak, void, 
unhealthy, sick, flawed; (n) infirm; (v) 
disable. ANTONYMS: (adj) valid, 
legitimate, current, healthy, true, 
watertight, correct. 

referring: (adj) relative, relevant, 
pertaining, not absolute; (v) refer; (n) 

delegation. 
unmanly: (adj) pusillanimous, fearful, 

unmanlike, unchivalric, unknightly, 
unmanful, craven, weak; (adv) 
unmanfully, cowardly, effeminately. 
ANTONYM: (adv) manfully. 

wounded: (adj, v) hurt; (n) casualty, 
maimed; (adj) bruised, injured, 
bloody, aggrieved, saddened; (v) 
stricken, wound, struck. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unaffected. 
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months, she had never slept in the cottage since that night after Thias's death, 
when, you remember, Lisbeth praised her deft movements and even gave a 
modified approval to her porridge.  But in that long interval Dinah had made 
great advances in household cleverness, and this morning, since Seth was there 
to help, she was bent on bringing everything to a pitch of cleanliness and order 
that would have satisfied her Aunt Poyser.  The cottage was far from that 
standard at present, for Lisbeth's rheumatism had forced her to give up her old 
habits of dilettante scouring and polishing.  When the kitchen was to her mind, 
Dinah went into the new room, where Adam had been writing the night before, 
to see what sweeping and dusting were needed there.  She opened the window 
and let in the fresh morning air, and the smell of the sweet-brier, and the bright 
low-slanting rays of the early sun, which made a glory about her pale face and 
pale auburn hair as she held the long brush, and swept, singing to herself in a 
very low tone--like a sweet summer murmur that you have to listen for very 
closely--one of Charles Wesley's hymns: 

 
Eternal Beam of Light Divine,  
Fountain of unexhausted love,  
In whom the Father's glories shine,  
Through earth beneath and heaven above; 
 
Jesus! the weary wanderer's rest,  
Give me thy easy yoke to bear;  
With steadfast patience arm my breast,  
With spotless love and holy fear.%
 
Speak to my warring passions, "Peace!"  
Say to my trembling heart, "Be still!"  
Thy power my strength and fortress is,  
For all things serve thy sovereign will. 
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cleverness: (n) ingenuity, adroitness, 
wisdom, aptitude, acumen, 
intelligence, skill, dexterity, 
astuteness, brightness, smartness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slowness, 
clumsiness, imbecility, foolishness, 
ineptness, simplicity, 
straightforwardness, uselessness, 
frankness. 

dilettante: (n) dabbler, sciolist, 
virtuoso, connoisseur, trifler, layman, 
smatterer; (adj) amateurish, green,  

unversed; (adj, n) rookie. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) professional; 
(adj) accomplished, skilled, gifted, 
finicky, expertly; (n) master, expert. 

dusting: (n) sprinkling, dry spraying, 
film, coating. 

steadfast: (adj, v) solid, firm, 
permanent, loyal, fast, fixed, 
immovable, faithful; (adj) resolute, 
determined, steady. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) irresolute, disloyal, unreliable, 
undependable, uncommitted, weak,  

transient, fickle, compliant, 
acquiescent, inconstant. 

unexhausted: (v) unwasted; (adj) 
unweakened, unwithered, unshaken, 
not spent, not exhausted, not 
emptied, inexhausted, unworn. 
ANTONYM: (adj) exhausted. 

warring: (adj) militant, fighting, 
hostile, opposed, inconsistent, war, 
brawling, factious, opposing, 
oppugnant, rebellious. 
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She laid by the brush and took up the duster; and if you had ever lived in 
Mrs. Poyser's household, you would know how the duster behaved in Dinah's 
hand--how it went into every small corner, and on every ledge in and out of 
sight--how it went again and again round every bar of the chairs, and every leg, 
and under and over everything that lay on the table, till it came to Adam's papers 
and rulers and the open desk near them.  Dinah dusted up to the  very edge of 
these and then hesitated, looking at them with a longing but timid eye.  It was 
painful to see how much dust there was among them.  As she was looking in this 
way, she heard Seth's step just outside the open door, towards which her back 
was turned, and said, raising her clear treble, "Seth, is your brother wrathful 
when his papers are stirred?" 

"Yes, very, when they are not put back in the right places," said a deep strong 
voice, not Seth's.%

It was as if Dinah had put her hands unawares on a vibrating chord.  She was 
shaken with an intense thrill, and for the instant felt nothing else; then she knew 
her cheeks were glowing, and dared not look round, but stood still, distressed 
because she could not say good-morning in a friendly way.  Adam, finding that 
she did not look round so as to see the smile on his face, was afraid she had 
thought him serious about his wrathfulness, and went up to her, so that she was 
obliged to look at him. 

"What!  You think I'm a cross fellow at home, Dinah?" he said, smilingly. 
"Nay," said Dinah, looking up with timid eyes, "not so.  But you might be put 

about by finding things meddled with; and even the man Moses, the meekest of 
men, was wrathful sometimes." 

"Come, then," said Adam, looking at her affectionately, "I'll help you move 
the things, and put 'em back again, and then they can't get wrong.  You're getting 
to be your aunt's own niece, I see, for particularness." 

They began their little task together, but Dinah had not recovered herself 
sufficiently to think of any remark, and Adam looked at her uneasily.  Dinah, he 
thought, had seemed to disapprove him somehow lately; she had not been so 
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brush: (n, v) broom, touch, kiss; (v) 
sweep, polish, graze, clean; (n) 
brushwood, conflict, copse, 
encounter. 

disapprove: (v) deprecate, object, 
blame, repudiate, censure, disallow, 
reject, turn down, refuse, 
discountenance, deny. ANTONYMS: 
(v) approve, endorse, accept, 
embrace, praise, agree, sanction, pass.

dust: (v) sprinkle, clean, spray, wipe, 
spread; (n) dirt, earth, relics, grit,  

remains, soil. ANTONYMS: (n) 
newness; (v) dirty. 

duster: (n) rag, smock, dustcloth, dust 
storm, dusting machine, spray, 
dishcloth, dustrag; (v) doily, doyley, 
sponge. 

intense: (adj) acute, deep, brilliant, 
fervent, fierce, ardent, burning, 
severe, furious, extreme; (adj, v) 
vivid. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, calm, 
weak, slight, imperceptible, 
superficial, shallow, gentle, dim,  

insignificant, relaxed. 
raising: (n) bringing up, nurture, 

elevation, lift, raise, culture, heave, 
ascent, ascension, upbringing, 
rearing. 

unawares: (adv) suddenly, pop, 
plump, abruptly, a l'improviste, 
unaware, all at once, unexpectedly, 
inadvertently; (adj) unwary, 
unsuspecting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
prepared; (adv) knowingly, 
consciously. 
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kind and open to him as she used to be.  He wanted her to look at him, and be as 
pleased as he was himself with doing this bit of playful work.  But Dinah did not 
look at him--it was easy for her to avoid looking at the tall man--and when at last 
there was no more dusting to be done and no further excuse for him to linger 
near her, he could bear it no longer, and said, in rather a pleading tone, "Dinah, 
you're not displeased with me for anything, are you?  I've not said or done 
anything to make you think ill of me?" 

The question surprised her, and relieved her by giving a new course to her 
feeling.  She looked up at him now, quite earnestly, almost with the tears coming, 
and said, "Oh, no, Adam! how could you think so?" 

"I couldn't bear you not to feel as much a friend to me as I do to you," said 
Adam.  "And you don't know the value I set on the very thought of you, Dinah.  
That was what I meant yesterday, when I said I'd be content for you to go, if you 
thought right.  I meant, the thought of you was worth so much to me, I should 
feel I ought to be thankful, and not grumble, if you see right to go away.  You 
know I do mind parting with you, Dinah?" 

"Yes, dear friend," said Dinah, trembling, but trying to speak calmly, "I know 
you have a brother's heart towards me, and we shall often be with one another in 
spirit; but at this season I am in heaviness through manifold temptations.  You 
must not mark me.  I feel called to leave my kindred for a while; but it is a trial-- 
the flesh is weak." 

Adam saw that it pained her to be obliged to answer.%

"I hurt you by talking about it, Dinah," he said.  "I'll say no more.  Let's see if 
Seth's ready with breakfast now." 

That is a simple scene, reader.  But it is almost certain that you, too, have been 
in love--perhaps, even, more than once, though you may not choose to say so to 
all your feminine friends.  If so, you will no more think the slight words, the 
timid looks, the tremulous touches, by which two human souls approach each 
other gradually, like two little quivering rain-streams, before they mingle into 
one--you will no more think these things trivial than you will think the first-
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calmly: (adv) stilly, tranquilly, coolly, 
serenely, placidly, sedately, 
smoothly, peacefully, easily, 
undisturbedly, steadily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) anxiously, 
hysterically, nervously, agitatedly, 
uncontrollably, histrionically, 
restlessly, frantically, irritably, 
emotionally, tensely. 

feminine: (adj) effeminate, womanly, 
maidenly, delicate, not male, 
pistillate, wifely, mild; (n) girl, lady,  

gender. ANTONYMS: (adj) male, 
unwomanly, neuter. 

heaviness: (n) dullness, fatness, 
sadness, ponderosity, 
ponderousness, weightiness, weight, 
darkness, gloom, wideness, pressure. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slenderness, 
nimbleness, weightlessness. 

linger: (v) loiter, delay, dally, hover, 
stay, hesitate, hang around, 
procrastinate, dawdle, tarry, saunter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hurry, end, rush,  

depart, lead. 
manifold: (adj) diverse, different, 

many, various, multiplex, multiplied, 
frequent; (v) duplicate, copy, 
multiply; (n) diversity. 

playful: (adj) frisky, humorous, 
kittenish, mischievous, skittish, 
impish, naughty, merry, lighthearted, 
frivolous, frolicsome. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) serious, lethargic, solemn, staid, 
subdued, heavy. 
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detected signs of coming spring trivial, though they be but a faint indescribable 
something in the air and in the song of the birds, and the tiniest perceptible 
budding on the hedge-row branches.  Those slight words and looks and touches 
are part of the soul's language; and the finest language, I believe, is chiefly made 
up of unimposing words, such as "light," "sound," "stars," "music"--words really 
not worth looking at, or hearing, in themselves, any more than "chips" or 
"sawdust."  It is only that they happen to be the signs of something unspeakably 
great and beautiful.  I am of opinion that love is a great and beautiful thing too, 
and if you agree with me, the smallest signs of it will not be chips and sawdust to 
you: they will rather be like those little words,"light" and "music," stirring the 
long- winding fibres of your memory and enriching your present with your 
most precious past.%
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branches: (n) branch, brushwood. 
budding: (adj) blossoming, emergent, 

green, juvenile, youthful, incipient, 
puisne, sappy, under age, 
flourishing; (n) shooting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shrinking, 
unlikely, withering. 

enriching: (n) enrichment; (v) enrich; 
(adj) uplifting, educational, inspiring, 
elevating, edifying, artistic, 
enlightening. 

indescribable: (adj) indefinable,  

ineffable, unutterable, vague, beyond 
expression, nameless, inexpressible, 
nondescript, terrible, intangible, 
termless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
explainable, conceivable, concrete. 

tiniest: (adj) minimum, smallest 
possible, least possible, lowest, 
lowest possible, smallest. 
ANTONYM: (adj) maximum. 

unimposing: (adj) not noteworthy. 
unspeakably: (adv) indescribably, 

horrifically, horrifyingly,  

staggeringly, inexcusably, 
unbearably, unkindly, unpleasantly, 
unutterably, offensively, 
horrendously. ANTONYM: (adv) 
pleasantly. 

winding: (n) twist, wind, turn; (adj) 
indirect, crooked, circuitous, 
meandering, twisty, wandering; (adj, 
n) twisting, twisted. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) direct, unbent. 
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CHAPTER  L I  

 
SUNDAY  MORNING  

 
 

Lisbeth's touch of rheumatism could not be made to appear serious enough 
to detain Dinah another night from the Hall Farm, now she had made up her 
mind to leave her aunt so soon, and at evening the friends must part.  "For a long 
while," Dinah had said, for she had told Lisbeth of her resolve.%

"Then it'll be for all my life, an' I shall ne'er see thee again," said Lisbeth.  
"Long while!  I'n got no long while t' live.  An' I shall be took bad an' die, an' thee 
canst ne'er come a-nigh me, an' I shall die a-longing for thee." 

That had been the key-note of her wailing talk all day; for Adam was not in 
the house, and so she put no restraint on her complaining.  She had tried poor 
Dinah by returning again and again to the question, why she must go away; and 
refusing to accept reasons, which seemed to her nothing but whim and 
"contrairiness"; and still more, by regretting that she "couldna' ha' one o' the lads" 
and be her daughter. 

"Thee couldstna put up wi' Seth," she said.  "He isna cliver enough for thee, 
happen, but he'd ha' been very good t' thee--he's as handy as can be at doin' 
things for me when I'm bad, an' he's as fond o' the Bible an' chappellin' as thee art 
thysen.  But happen, thee'dst like a husband better as isna just the cut o' thysen: 
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accept: (v) acknowledge, take, admit, 
recognize, yield, abide, accede, 
acquiesce, adopt, believe, assume. 
ANTONYMS: (v) refuse, reject, deny, 
snub, renounce, oppose, resist, 
disbelieve, dispute, repudiate, 
quibble. 

appear: (v) occur, seem, sound, come 
out, turn up, show, emerge, break, 
arrive, feel, arise. ANTONYMS: (v) 
vanish, hide, stop, sink, recede, go, 
depart. 

daughter: (n) child, son, maiden, 
young woman, daughterly, lass, 
unmarried woman, damsel, miss, 
missy, virgin. 

happen: (n, v) betide; (v) arise, befall, 
develop, go, come, fall, chance, come 
about, occur, get. ANTONYM: (v) 
disappear. 

returning: (adj) regressive, return, 
reversive, recurrent, coming back, 
ebbing, flowing back, new, newly 
appointed, newly elected, next.  

ANTONYMS: (adj) outgoing, unique, 
occasional. 

touch: (v) hit, affect, border, adjoin, 
strike, reach; (n, v) contact, stroke, 
tinge, regard, tap. ANTONYMS: (v) 
shrink, secrete, separate, diverge, 
abstain, leave; (n) lot. 

tried: (adj) reliable, tested, 
trustworthy, dependable, proven, 
proved, experienced, practiced, just, 
conquered, believable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) untried, unreliable. 
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the runnin' brook isna athirst for th' rain.  Adam 'ud ha' done for thee--I know he 
would--an' he might come t' like thee well enough, if thee'dst stop.  But he's as 
stubborn as th' iron bar--there's no bending him no way but's own.  But he'd be a 
fine husband for anybody, be they who they will, so looked-on an' so cliver as he 
is.  And he'd be rare an' lovin': it does me good on'y a look o' the lad's eye when 
he means kind tow'rt me." 

Dinah tried to escape from Lisbeth's closest looks and questions by finding 
little tasks of housework that kept her moving about, and as soon as Seth came 
home in the evening she put on her bonnet to go.  It touched Dinah keenly to say 
the last good-bye, and still more to look round on her way across the fields and 
see the old woman still standing at the door, gazing after her till she must have 
been the faintest speck in the dim aged eyes.  "The God of love and peace be with 
them," Dinah prayed, as she looked back from the last stile.  "Make them glad 
according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted them, and the years wherein 
they have seen evil.  It is thy will that I should part from them; let me have no 
will but thine." 

Lisbeth turned into the house at last and sat down in the workshop near Seth, 
who was busying himself there with fitting some bits of turned wood he had 
brought from the village into a small work-box, which he meant to give to Dinah 
before she went away.%

"Thee't see her again o' Sunday afore she goes," were her first words.  "If thee 
wast good for anything, thee'dst make her come in again o' Sunday night wi' 
thee, and see me once more." 

"Nay, Mother," said Seth.  "Dinah 'ud be sure to come again if she saw right to 
come.  I should have no need to persuade her.  She only thinks it 'ud be troubling 
thee for nought, just to come in to say good-bye over again." 

"She'd ne'er go away, I know, if Adam 'ud be fond on her an' marry her, but 
everything's so contrairy," said Lisbeth, with a burst of vexation. 
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athirst: (adj, v) thirsty; (adj) solicitous, 
avid, dry, eager, keen, agog; (v) 
lickerish, craving, ravening, with an 
empty stomach. 

closest: (adv) nearest, nighest; (adj) 
proximate, immediate, contiguous, 
bordering, adjacent, nearby, 
adjoining, neighboring. ANTONYM: 
(adj) distant. 

fitting: (n) adaptation, adjustment, 
appointment; (adj) apt, appropriate, 
applicable, felicitous, just, decorous,  

becoming, suitable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) improper, wrong, incompatible, 
inconvenient, undue, unfit, 
unsatisfactory, unseemly, unsuitable.

glad: (adj) jubilant, cheerful, gay, 
blithe, delighted, festive, content, 
delightful, genial, bright, willing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhappy, 
apologetic, dismayed, unwilling, 
disappointed, sorry. 

housework: (n) housekeeping, chore, 
work. 

stubborn: (adj) contrary, hard, 
intractable, perverse, rigid, 
determined, persistent, refractory, 
tenacious, obdurate, inveterate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) compliant, 
irresolute, flexible, amenable, docile, 
easygoing, malleable, agreeable, 
accommodating, cooperative, feeble. 

tasks: (n) farm duties, household 
tasks, odd Jobs, errands. 
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Seth paused a moment and looked up, with a slight blush, at his mother's 
face.  "What!  Has she said anything o' that sort to thee, Mother?" he said, in a 
lower tone.%

"Said?  Nay, she'll say nothin'.  It's on'y the men as have to wait till folks say 
things afore they find 'em out." 

"Well, but what makes thee think so, Mother?  What's put it into thy head?" 
"It's no matter what's put it into my head.  My head's none so hollow as it 

must get in, an' nought to put it there.  I know she's fond on him, as I know th' 
wind's comin' in at the door, an' that's anoof.  An' he might be willin' to marry 
her if he know'd she's fond on him, but he'll ne'er think on't if somebody doesna 
put it into's head." 

His mother's suggestion about Dinah's feeling towards Adam was not quite a 
new thought to Seth, but her last words alarmed him, lest she should herself 
undertake to open Adam's eyes.  He was not sure about Dinah's feeling, and he 
thought he was sure about Adam's. 

"Nay, Mother, nay," he said, earnestly, "thee mustna think o' speaking o' such 
things to Adam.  Thee'st no right to say what Dinah's feelings are if she hasna 
told thee, and it 'ud do nothing but mischief to say such things to Adam.  He 
feels very grateful and affectionate toward Dinah, but he's no thoughts towards 
her that 'ud incline him to make her his wife, and I don't believe Dinah 'ud marry 
him either.  I don't think she'll marry at all." 

"Eh," said Lisbeth, impatiently.  "Thee think'st so 'cause she wouldna ha' thee.  
She'll ne'er marry thee; thee mightst as well like her t' ha' thy brother." 

Seth was hurt.  "Mother," he said, in a remonstrating tone, "don't think that of 
me.  I should be as thankful t' have her for a sister as thee wouldst t' have her for 
a daughter.  I've no more thoughts about myself in that thing, and I shall take it 
hard if ever thee say'st it again." 

"Well, well, then thee shouldstna cross me wi' sayin' things arena as I say 
they are." 
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cross: (adj) crabby, angry, grumpy, 
grouchy, cantankerous; (v) intersect, 
cover, thwart, baffle; (adj, v) traverse; 
(n) crisscross. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calm, cheerful, happy; (v) uncross, 
assist, separate, remain, help, stay, 
unmix, aid. 

feelings: (n) emotions, opinion, 
bosom, emotion, thought, reputation, 
honor, feeling, sentiments, thoughts, 
manner. 

grateful: (adj, n) welcome; (adj)  

agreeable, appreciative, beholden, 
pleasing, pleasant, acceptable, 
indebted, obliged, pleasurable; (v) 
appreciate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
ungrateful, unwelcome, 
unappreciative. 

hurt: (adj, n, v) damage, detriment; 
(adj, n) evil; (n, v) wound, pain, ache, 
distress; (n) disadvantage, lesion; (v) 
afflict; (adj, v) injure. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unhurt, unaffected, healed; (v) 
encourage, please, protect, repair,  

defend; (n, v) help; (n) reparation, 
pleasure. 

impatiently: (adv) petulantly, 
restlessly, keenly, intolerantly, 
hastily, avidly, uneasily, 
enthusiastically, edgily, fidgetily, 
restively. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
uncomplainingly, calmly, 
unenthusiastically, lightly. 

none: (n) nought, naught, nobody, 
zilch, anything; (adv) not, neither, 
any; (adj) whatsoever, no, whatever. 
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"But, Mother," said Seth, "thee'dst be doing Dinah a wrong by telling Adam 
what thee think'st about her.  It 'ud do nothing but mischief, for it 'ud make 
Adam uneasy if he doesna feel the same to her.  And I'm pretty sure he feels 
nothing o' the sort." 

"Eh, donna tell me what thee't sure on; thee know'st nought about it.  What's 
he allays goin' to the Poysers' for, if he didna want t' see her?  He goes twice 
where he used t' go once.  Happen he knowsna as he wants t' see her; he 
knowsna as I put salt in's broth, but he'd miss it pretty quick if it warna there.  
He'll ne'er think o' marrying if it isna put into's head, an' if thee'dst any love for 
thy mother, thee'dst put him up to't an' not let her go away out o' my sight, when 
I might ha' her to make a bit o' comfort for me afore I go to bed to my old man 
under the white thorn." 

"Nay, Mother," said Seth, "thee mustna think me unkind, but I  should be 
going against my conscience if I took upon me to say what Dinah's feelings are.  
And besides that, I think I should give offence to Adam by speaking to him at all 
about marrying; and I counsel thee not to do't.  Thee may'st be quite deceived 
about Dinah.  Nay, I'm pretty sure, by words she said to me last Sabbath, as she's 
no mind to marry." 

"Eh, thee't as contrairy as the rest on 'em.  If it war summat I didna want, it 
'ud be done fast enough." 

Lisbeth rose from the bench at this, and went out of the workshop, leaving 
Seth in much anxiety lest she should disturb Adam's mind about Dinah.  He 
consoled himself after a time with reflecting that, since Adam's trouble, Lisbeth 
had been very timid about speaking to him on matters of feeling, and that she 
would hardly dare to approach this tenderest of all subjects.  Even if she did, he 
hoped Adam would not take much notice of what she said.%

Seth was right in believing that Lisbeth would be held in restraint by 
timidity, and during the next three days, the intervals in which she had an 
opportunity of speaking to Adam were too rare and short to cause her any strong 
temptation.  But in her long solitary hours she brooded over her regretful 
thoughts about Dinah, till they had grown very near that point of unmanageable 
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dare: (n, v) venture; (v) defy, brave, 
hazard, confront, risk, resist, make 
bold; (n) adventure, daring, defiance. 
ANTONYMS: (v) avoid, flee, pass, 
refrain, retreat, obey. 

reflecting: (adv) reflectingly; (adj) 
reflective, thoughtful, calculating, 
reflected, shiny, shimmering, 
reflectent; (n) mirroring, reflection, 
reflexion. 

regretful: (adj) penitent, sorry, 
apologetic, remorseful, nostalgic,  

bad, sad, melancholy, repentant, 
unhappy, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) joyful, unremorseful, glad, 
satisfied. 

salt: (adj) salty, saline, briny, brackish, 
pungent; (v) cure, pickle; (n) salinity, 
common salt, alkali; (adj, n) spice. 

solitary: (adj) forlorn, only, alone, 
single, lonely, lone, sole, 
unaccompanied, isolated; (adj, n) 
recluse; (n) hermit. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sociable, combined, common,  

outgoing. 
timidity: (n) shyness, fear, 

bashfulness, nervousness, reserve, 
cowardice, fearfulness, timidness, 
modesty, humility, coyness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) confidence, 
boastfulness, swagger, brashness, 
security. 
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strength when thoughts are apt to take wing out of their secret nest in a startling 
manner.  And on Sunday morning, when Seth went away to chapel at 
Treddleston, the dangerous opportunity came.%

Sunday morning was the happiest time in all the week to Lisbeth, for as there 
was no service at Hayslope church till the afternoon, Adam was always at home, 
doing nothing but reading, an occupation in which she could venture to 
interrupt him.  Moreover, she had always a better dinner than usual to prepare 
for her sons--very frequently for Adam and herself alone, Seth being often away 
the entire day--and the smell of the roast meat before the clear fire in the clean 
kitchen, the clock ticking in a peaceful Sunday manner, her darling Adam seated 
near her in his best clothes, doing nothing very important, so that she could go 
and stroke her hand across his hair if she liked, and see him look up at her and 
smile, while Gyp, rather jealous, poked his muzzle up between them--all these 
things made poor Lisbeth's earthly paradise. 

The book Adam most often read on a Sunday morning was his large pictured 
Bible, and this morning it lay open before him on the round white deal table in 
the kitchen; for he sat there in spite of the fire, because he knew his mother liked 
to have him with her, and it was the only day in the week when he could indulge 
her in that way.  You would have liked to see Adam reading his Bible.  He never 
opened it on a weekday, and so he came to it as a holiday book, serving him for 
history, biography, and poetry.  He held one hand thrust between his waistcoat 
buttons, and the other ready to turn the pages, and in the course of the morning 
you would have seen many changes in his face.  Sometimes his lips moved in 
semi- articulation--it was when he came to a speech that he could fancy himself 
uttering, such as Samuel's dying speech to the people; then his eyebrows would 
be raised, and the corners of his mouth would quiver a little with sad sympathy--
something, perhaps old Isaac's meeting with his son, touched him closely; at 
other times, over the New Testament, a very solemn look would come upon his 
face, and he would every now and then shake his head in serious assent, or just 
lift up his hand and let it fall again.  And on some mornings, when he read in the 
Apocrypha, of which he was very fond, the son of Sirach's keen-edged words 
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assent: (n) acceptance, acquiescence, 
approval, agreement, compliance, 
admission, approbation; (v) accede, 
accord, agree; (adj, v) acquiesce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) resist, disagree, 
disapprove, reject, refuse; (n) 
disagreement, refusal, resistance. 

earthly: (adj, n) terrestrial; (adj) carnal, 
worldly, conceivable, human, geotic, 
secular, terrene, temporal, telluric, 
sublunary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, divine, ethereal, immortal,  

impossible, improbable, 
inconceivable, celestial. 

interrupt: (v) disturb, break, hinder, 
intermit, stop, cut, break in, arrest, 
check; (n, v) suspend; (adj, v) pause. 
ANTONYMS: (v) cheer, respect, 
restore. 

paradise: (n) Elysium, bliss, Eden, 
Zion, promised land, Garden of 
Eden, Elysian Fields, ecstasy, 
nirvana, Valhalla, utopia. 
ANTONYM: (n) misery. 

roast: (v) burn, grill, bake, joke, heat, 
quiz, fry, cook, scorch; (n, v) ridicule; 
(n) joint. ANTONYMS: (v) cool, 
praise. 

semi: (n) articulated lorry, motortruck, 
rig, tractor trailer, trailer truck, truck, 
trucking rig, semitrailer; (adv) partly; 
(adj) fractional, similar. 

weekday: (n) working day, Tuesday, 
sat, Saturday, day of the week, feria, 
Th, Friday, Thursday, Monday; (adj) 
ferial. 
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would bring a delighted smile, though he also enjoyed the freedom of 
occasionally differing from an Apocryphal writer.  For Adam knew the Articles 
quite well, as became a good churchman.%

Lisbeth, in the pauses of attending to her dinner, always sat opposite to him 
and watched him, till she could rest no longer without going up to him and 
giving him a caress, to call his attention to her.  This morning he was reading the 
Gospel according to St. Matthew, and Lisbeth had been standing close by him for 
some minutes, stroking his hair, which was smoother than usual this morning, 
and looking down at the large page with silent wonderment at the mystery of 
letters.  She was encouraged to continue this caress, because when she first went 
up to him, he had thrown himself back in his chair to look at her affectionately 
and say, "Why, Mother, thee look'st rare and hearty this morning.  Eh, Gyp 
wants me t' look at him.  He can't abide to think I love thee the best."  Lisbeth 
said nothing, because she wanted to say so many things.  And now there was a 
new leaf to be turned over, and it was a picture--that of the angel seated on the 
great stone that has been rolled away from the sepulchre.  This picture had one 
strong association in Lisbeth's memory, for she had been reminded of it when 
she first saw Dinah, and Adam had no sooner turned the page, and lifted the 
book sideways that they might look at the angel, than she said, "That's her--that's 
Dinah." 

Adam smiled, and, looking more intently at the angel's face, said, "It is a bit 
like her; but Dinah's prettier, I think." 

"Well, then, if thee think'st her so pretty, why arn't fond on her?" 
Adam looked up in surprise.  "Why, Mother, dost think I don't set store by 

Dinah?" 
"Nay," said Lisbeth, frightened at her own courage, yet feeling that she had 

broken the ice, and the waters must flow, whatever mischief they might do.  
"What's th' use o' settin' store by things as are thirty mile off?  If thee wast fond 
enough on her, thee wouldstna let her go away." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

attending: (v) attend; (n) presence, 
nursing, care, appearing, observation; 
(adj) concomitant, attendant, 
ministrant, in attendance, ancillary. 
ANTONYMS: (n) nonattendance, 
inattention. 

differing: (adj) divergent, opposite, 
disagreeing, different, diverse, 
heretical, dissonant, dissentaneous, 
discrepant; (adv) differingly; (n) 
divergence. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
similar, parallel. 

intently: (adv) fixedly, attentively, 
seriously, raptly, intensely, closely, 
steadily, eagerly, absorbedly, hard, 
steadfastly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
absently. 

leaf: (n) page, folio, foliage, petal, 
frond, leafage, slip, verdure, leaflet; 
(n, v) sheet; (v) leave. 

sepulchre: (n) mausoleum, burial, 
monument, repository, crypt, 
sepulture, burial chamber, tomb, bier; 
(v) inter, bury. 

sideways: (adj) side, crabwise, 
crosswise, indirect; (adv) obliquely, 
laterally, sidelong, sideway, sidewise, 
sidewards; (adj, adv) aslant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) level, direct; (adv) 
across. 

smoother: (n) drum sander, electric 
sander, sander, power tool. 

wonderment: (n) wonder, admiration, 
amazement, astonishment, surprise, 
awe, bewilderment, marvel, 
curiosity, annus Mirabilis, esteem. 
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"But I've no right t' hinder her, if she thinks well," said Adam, looking at his 
book as if he wanted to go on reading.  He foresaw a series of complaints 
tending to nothing.  Lisbeth sat down again in the chair opposite to him, as she 
said: 

"But she wouldna think well if thee wastna so contrairy."  Lisbeth dared not 
venture beyond a vague phrase yet.%

"Contrairy, mother?" Adam said, looking up again in some anxiety.  "What 
have I done?  What dost mean?" 

"Why, thee't never look at nothin', nor think o' nothin', but thy figurin, an' thy 
work," said Lisbeth, half-crying.  "An' dost think thee canst go on so all thy life, 
as if thee wast a man cut out o' timber?  An' what wut do when thy mother's 
gone, an' nobody to take care on thee as thee gett'st a bit o' victual comfortable i' 
the mornin'?" 

"What hast got i' thy mind, Mother?" said Adam, vexed at this whimpering.  
"I canna see what thee't driving at.  Is there anything I could do for thee as I don't 
do?" 

"Aye, an' that there is.  Thee might'st do as I should ha' somebody wi' me to 
comfort me a bit, an' wait on me when I'm bad, an' be good to me." 

"Well, Mother, whose fault is it there isna some tidy body i' th' house t' help 
thee?  It isna by my wish as thee hast a stroke o' work to do.  We can afford it--
I've told thee often enough.  It 'ud be a deal better for us." 

"Eh, what's the use o' talking o' tidy bodies, when thee mean'st one o' th' 
wenches out o' th' village, or somebody from Treddles'on as I ne'er set eyes on i' 
my life?  I'd sooner make a shift an' get into my own coffln afore I die, nor ha' 
them folks to put me in." 

Adam was silent, and tried to go on reading.  That was the utmost severity he 
could show towards his mother on a Sunday morning.  But Lisbeth had gone too 
far now to check herself, and after scarcely a minute's quietness she began again. 
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afford: (v) offer, yield, provide, give, 
supply, get, furnish, impart, deliver, 
originate, sustain. ANTONYM: (v) 
withhold. 

driving: (adj) energetic, impulsive, 
enterprising, pushing, vigorous; (n) 
drive, travel, drove, direction, 
motoring, push. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
lethargic, weak, light. 

fault: (adj, n, v) deficiency; (n) error, 
blot, delinquency, flaw, break, 
blunder; (adj, n) failing, blemish; (n,  

v) blame, crime. ANTONYMS: (n) 
strength, virtue, capability, 
innocence, perfection, credit, ease; (v) 
praise, absolve. 

herself: (adj) oneself, self, himself, 
myself, yourself, yourselves, 
themselves, ourselves, itself. 

phrase: (v) formulate, couch, put, 
articulate; (n) expression, idiom, 
diction, speech, passage, locution; (n, 
v) word. 

shift: (n, v) change, exchange, turn,  

interchange, quibble, switch, move; 
(v) remove, budge, convert, alter. 
ANTONYMS: (v) restore, leave, 
straighten; (n) preservation, stillness. 

tending: (n) care, hairdressing, aid, 
treatment, attention, babysitting, 
incubation; (adj) apt, conducive, 
prone, disposed. 

venture: (n, v) hazard, chance, stake, 
peril, attempt, gamble, adventure; 
(adj, n, v) dare; (n) speculation, 
danger; (v) endanger. 
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"Thee mightst know well enough who 'tis I'd like t' ha' wi' me.  It isna many 
folks I send for t' come an' see me.  I reckon.  An' thee'st had the fetchin' on her 
times enow." 

"Thee mean'st Dinah, Mother, I know," said Adam.  "But it's no use setting 
thy mind on what can't be.  If Dinah 'ud be willing to stay at Hayslope, it isn't 
likely she can come away from her aunt's house, where they hold her like a 
daughter, and where she's more bound than she is to us.  If it had been so that 
she could ha' married Seth, that 'ud ha' been a great blessing to us, but we can't 
have things just as we like in this life.  Thee must try and make up thy mind to 
do without her." 

"Nay, but I canna ma' up my mind, when she's just cut out for thee; an' 
nought shall ma' me believe as God didna make her an' send her there o' purpose 
for thee.  What's it sinnify about her bein' a Methody!  It 'ud happen wear out on 
her wi' marryin'." 

Adam threw himself back in his chair and looked at his mother.  He 
understood now what she had been aiming at from the beginning of the 
conversation.  It was as unreasonable, impracticable a wish as she had ever 
urged, but he could not help being moved by so entirely new an idea.  The chief 
point, however, was to chase away the notion from his mother's mind as quickly 
as possible.%

"Mother," he said, gravely, "thee't talking wild.  Don't let me  hear thee say 
such things again.  It's no good talking o' what can never be.  Dinah's not for 
marrying; she's fixed her heart on a different sort o' life." 

"Very like," said Lisbeth, impatiently, "very like she's none for marr'ing, when 
them as she'd be willin' t' marry wonna ax her.  I shouldna ha' been for marr'ing 
thy feyther if he'd ne'er axed me; an' she's as fond o' thee as e'er I war o' Thias, 
poor fellow." 

The blood rushed to Adam's face, and for a few moments he was not quite 
conscious where he was.  His mother and the kitchen had vanished for him, and 
he saw nothing but Dinah's face turned up towards his.  It seemed as if there 
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bound: (n, v) leap, jump, border, 
bounce, limit, edge, vault, recoil; (n) 
boundary, barrier, compass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, amble, 
crawl, limp, permit; (adj) permitted, 
released, unbound, allowed, unlikely.

chase: (v) pursue, trail, follow, track, 
stalk, expel, banish, go after; (n, v) 
hunt, search; (n) game. ANTONYMS: 
(v) escape, lead, find, precede. 

impracticable: (adj) unfeasible, 
infeasible, impractical, unrealistic,  

unworkable, impervious, unusable, 
unattainable, useless; (v) crotchety, 
fussy. ANTONYMS: (adj) viable, 
feasible, possible, accustomed. 

notion: (n) belief, idea, impression, 
fancy, image, imagination, opinion, 
conception, concept; (adj, n, v) 
judgment; (n, v) caprice. 
ANTONYMS: (n) trust, certainty, 
fact, reality. 

vanished: (adj, v) extinct, lost; (adj) 
disappeared, departed, missing, died 

out, absent, dead, wiped out, bygone; 
(v) exhausted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
found, living. 

willing: (adj, adv) disposed; (adj) 
spontaneous, voluntary, ready, 
amenable, inclined, prepared, 
enthusiastic, unforced, obliging; (adj, 
v) consenting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unwilling, reluctant, compulsory, 
disagreeable, unprepared, forced, 
unenthusiastic, unhelpful. 
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were a resurrection of his dead joy.  But he woke up very speedily from that 
dream (the waking was chill and sad), for it would have been very foolish in him 
to believe his mother's words--she could have no ground for them.  He was 
prompted to express his disbelief very strongly-- perhaps that he might call 
forth the proofs, if there were any to be offered.%

"What dost say such things for, Mother, when thee'st got no foundation for 
'em?  Thee know'st nothing as gives thee a right to say that." 

"Then I knowna nought as gi'es me a right to say as the year's turned, for all I 
feel it fust thing when I get up i' th' morning.  She isna fond o' Seth, I reckon, is 
she?  She doesna want to marry him?  But I can see as she doesna behave tow'rt 
thee as she daes tow'rt Seth.  She makes no more o' Seth's coming a-nigh her nor 
if he war Gyp, but she's all of a tremble when thee't a-sittin' down by her at 
breakfast an' a-looking at her.  Thee think'st thy mother knows nought, but she 
war alive afore thee wast born." 

"But thee canstna be sure as the trembling means love?" said Adam 
anxiously. 

"Eh, what else should it mane?  It isna hate, I reckon.  An' what should she do 
but love thee?  Thee't made to be loved--for where's there a straighter cliverer 
man?  An' what's it sinnify her bein' a Methody?  It's on'y the marigold i' th' 
parridge." 

Adam had thrust his hands in his pockets, and was looking down at the book 
on the table, without seeing any of the letters.  He was trembling like a gold-
seeker who sees the strong promise of gold but sees in the same moment a 
sickening vision of disappointment.  He could not trust his mother's insight; she 
had seen what she wished to see.  And yet--and yet, now the suggestion had 
been made to him, he remembered so many things, very slight things, like the 
stirring of the water by an imperceptible breeze, which seemed to him some 
confirmation of his mother's words. 
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anxiously: (adv) uneasily, restlessly, 
carefully, worriedly, fearfully, 
nervously, concernedly, solicitously, 
timidly, keenly, enthusiastically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) calmly, 
confidently, merrily, indifferently, 
fearlessly, nonchalantly, patiently, 
unconcernedly. 

disbelief: (n) discredit, incredulity, 
doubt, distrust, agnosticism, atheism, 
misgiving, mistrust, uncertainty, 
suspicion, wonder. ANTONYMS: (n) 

trust, credulity, faith, understanding, 
certainty. 

imperceptible: (adj) invisible, 
intangible, insensible, faint, 
evanescent, inaudible, negligible, 
indiscernible, unseen, unnoticeable, 
gentle. ANTONYMS: (adj) obvious, 
overwhelming, clear, visible, 
perceptible, heavy, noticeable, 
definite, considerable, conspicuous, 
strong. 

marigold: (adj) day lily, daffodil,  

buttercup, asphodel, anemone; (n) 
aster family, dandelion, compositae, 
big marigold, family Asteraceae, 
Asteraceae. 

resurrection: (n) renewal, rebirth, 
revival, regeneration, restoration, 
resurgence, reanimation, restitution, 
renaissance, resumption, 
resuscitation. ANTONYM: (n) 
disappearance. 
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Lisbeth noticed that he was moved.  She went on, "An' thee't find out as thee't 
poorly aff when she's gone.  Thee't fonder on her nor thee know'st.  Thy eyes 
follow her about, welly as Gyp's follow thee." 

Adam could sit still no longer.  He rose, took down his hat, and went out into 
the fields. 

The sunshine was on them: that early autumn sunshine which we should 
know was not summer's, even if there were not the touches of yellow on the lime 
and chestnut; the Sunday sunshine too, which has more than autumnal calmness 
for the working man; the morning sunshine, which still leaves the dew-crystals 
on the fine gossamer webs in the shadow of the bushy hedgerows.%

Adam needed the calm influence; he was amazed at the way in which this 
new thought of Dinah's love had taken possession of him, with an overmastering 
power that made all other feelings give way before the impetuous desire to know 
that the thought was true.  Strange, that till that moment the possibility of their 
ever being lovers had never crossed his mind, and yet now, all his longing 
suddenly went out towards that possibility.  He had no more doubt or hesitation 
as to his own wishes than the bird that flies towards the opening through which 
the daylight gleams and the breath of heaven enters. 

The autumnal Sunday sunshine soothed him, but not by preparing him with 
resignation to the disappointment if his mother--if he himself--proved to be 
mistaken about Dinah.  It soothed him by gentle encouragement of his hopes.  
Her love was so like that calm sunshine that they seemed to make one presence 
to him, and he believed in them both alike.  And Dinah was so bound up with 
the sad memories of his first passion that he was not forsaking them, but rather 
giving them a new sacredness by loving her.  Nay, his love for her had grown 
out of that past: it was the noon of that morning. 

But Seth?  Would the lad be hurt?  Hardly; for he had seemed quite contented 
of late, and there was no selfish jealousy in him; he had never been jealous of his 
mother's fondness for Adam.  But had he seen anything of what their mother 
talked about?  Adam longed to know this, for he thought he could trust Seth's 
observation better than his mother's.  He must talk to Seth before he went to see 
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chestnut: (adj, n) auburn, 
commonplace; (n) chestnut tree, 
sweet chestnut, wood, anecdote, joke, 
banality; (adj) bay, trite, castaneous. 

forsaking: (n) abandonment, 
desertion, apostasy, exposure, 
defection, bolt, renunciation, 
surrender, leaving, acquiescence, 
neglect. 

gossamer: (adj) thin, sheer, filmy, 
diaphanous, delicate, fine, cobwebby, 
gauzy, down; (adj, n) cobweb; (n)  

gauze. ANTONYMS: (adj) opaque, 
robust, thick, heavy. 

lime: (n) basswood, calx, lemon, 
limestone, quicklime, lime tree, 
cement, linden, calcined lime, caustic 
lime, burnt lime. 

poorly: (adv) inadequately, meanly, 
bad, meagrely, unfortunately, 
insufficiently, imperfectly; (adj, adv) 
ill, sickly; (adj, v) indisposed, sick. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) opulently, 
satisfactorily, graciously, clearly,  

fully, excellently, perfectly, 
outstandingly, affluently, smartly; 
(adj) healthy. 

preparing: (n) preparation, 
manufacturing; (v) brewing, prepare; 
(adj) preliminary, forthcoming, 
coming. 

sacredness: (n) sanctity, inviolability, 
godliness, saintliness, innocence, 
piety, devotion, blessedness, 
sanctitude, righteousness, goodness. 
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Dinah, and, with this intention in his mind, he walked back to the cottage and 
said to his mother, "Did Seth say anything to thee about when he was coming 
home?  Will he be back to dinner?" 

"Aye, lad, he'll be back for a wonder.  He isna gone to Treddles'on.  He's gone 
somewhere else a-preachin' and a-prayin'." 

"Hast any notion which way he's gone?" said Adam.%

"Nay, but he aften goes to th' Common.  Thee know'st more o's goings nor I 
do." 

Adam wanted to go and meet Seth, but he must content himself with walking 
about the near fields and getting sight of him as soon as possible.  That would 
not be for more than an hour to come, for Seth would scarcely be at home much 
before their dinner-time, which was twelve o'clock.  But Adam could not sit 
down to his reading again, and he sauntered along by the brook and stood 
leaning against the stiles, with eager intense eyes, which looked as if they saw 
something very vividly; but it was not the brook or the willows, not the fields or 
the sky.  Again and again his vision was interrupted by wonder at the strength 
of his own feeling, at the strength and sweetness of this new love--almost like the 
wonder a man feels at the added power he finds in himself for an art which he 
had laid aside for a space.  How is it that the poets have said so many fine things 
about our first love, so few about our later love?  Are their first poems their best?  
Or are not those the best which come from their fuller thought, their larger 
experience, their deeper-rooted affections?  The boy's flutelike voice has its own 
spring charm; but the man should yield a richer deeper music. 

At last, there was Seth, visible at the farthest stile, and Adam hastened to 
meet him.  Seth was surprised, and thought something unusual must have 
happened, but when Adam came up, his face said plainly enough that it was 
nothing alarming. 

"Where hast been?" said Adam, when they were side by side. 
"I've been to the Common," said Seth.  "Dinah's been speaking the Word to a 

little company of hearers at Brimstone's, as they call him.  They're folks as never 
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aside: (adv) apart, away, beside, 
alongside, in reserve, off, abreast; 
(adj, adv) by; (n) digression, 
divagation, parenthesis. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) erectly, 
uprightly, vertically. 

flutelike: (adj) channeled, fine. 
fuller: (adj) rotund; (n) roller; (v) 

tucker. 
interrupted: (adj) discontinuous, fitful, 

intermittent, discontinued, 
disconnected, unsuccessive,  

intervallic, episodic, gaping, periodic; 
(prep) interrupt. 

poems: (n) metrical composition, 
verse, poesy. 

surprised: (adj) amazed, 
dumbfounded, shocked, astounded, 
stunned, taken aback, bewildered, 
startled, surprise, aghast, to be 
astonished. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unsurprised. 

twelve: (adj, n) dozen, XII; (n) boxcars, 
large integer. 

vision: (n) view, dream, imagination, 
daydream, outlook, specter, ghost, 
spirit, image, apparition; (n, v) fancy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sightlessness, fact, 
actuality, blindness. 

yield: (n, v) produce, return, allow, 
give; (v) surrender, concede, submit, 
give up, grant, cede; (n) output. 
ANTONYMS: (v) persevere, survive, 
stand, withstand, repel, reject, 
prevent, withhold, acquire, oppose, 
veto. 

 



Adam Bede 564

go to church hardly--them on the Common--but they'll go and hear Dinah a bit.  
She's been speaking with power this forenoon from the words, 'I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance.'  And there was a little thing happened 
as was pretty to see.  The women mostly bring their children with 'em, but to-
day there was one stout curly headed fellow about three or four year old, that I 
never saw there before.  He was as naughty as could be at the beginning while I 
was praying, and while we was singing, but when we all sat down and Dinah 
began to speak, th' young un stood stock still all at once, and began to look at her 
with's mouth open, and presently he ran away from's mother and went to Dinah, 
and pulled at her, like a little dog, for her to take notice of him.  So Dinah lifted 
him up and held th' lad on her lap, while she went on speaking; and he was as 
good as could be till he went to sleep--and the mother cried to see him." 

"It's a pity she shouldna be a mother herself," said Adam, "so fond as the 
children are of her.  Dost think she's quite fixed against marrying, Seth?  Dost 
think nothing 'ud turn her?" 

There was something peculiar in his brother's tone, which made Seth steal a 
glance at his face before he answered.%

"It 'ud be wrong of me to say nothing 'ud turn her," he answered.  "But if thee 
mean'st it about myself, I've given up all thoughts as she can ever be my wife.  
She calls me her brother, and that's enough." 

"But dost think she might ever get fond enough of anybody else to be willing 
to marry 'em?" said Adam rather shyly. 

"Well," said Seth, after some hesitation, "it's crossed my mind sometimes o' 
late as she might; but Dinah 'ud let no fondness for the creature draw her out o' 
the path as she believed God had marked out for her.  If she thought the leading 
was not from Him, she's not one to be brought under the power of it.  And she's 
allays seemed clear about that--as her work was to minister t' others, and make 
no home for herself i' this world." 

"But suppose," said Adam, earnestly, "suppose there was a man as 'ud let her 
do just the same and not interfere with her--she might do a good deal o' what she 
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crossed: (adj) crossbred, mixed, 
hybrid, interbred, decussated, 
intercrossed; (v) matted, disconcerted 
dashed, unhinged, frustrated. 

headed: (n) maturer; (adj) oriented. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unheaded. 

marked: (adj) conspicuous, noticeable, 
pronounced, remarkable, 
distinguished, apparent, definite, 
notable, obvious, signal, striking. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plain, 
imperceptible, unmarked, unclear,  

obscure, inconspicuous, ordinary, 
loose, slight. 

mostly: (adv) generally, chiefly, for the 
most part, ordinarily, in general, 
above all, mainly, primarily, 
principally, more often than not, by 
and large. ANTONYM: (adv) 
partially. 

shyly: (adv) timidly, shily, coyly, 
diffidently, timorously, with reserve, 
embarrassedly, clumsily, uncertainly, 
tentatively, unremarkably.  

ANTONYMS: (adv) boldly, brashly, 
brazenly, urbanely, conspicuously, 
confidently, decisively. 

singing: (v) sing; (n) chanting, 
caroling, crooning, hymnody, 
humming, intonation, scat, 
psalmody, harmonization; (adj) 
cantabile. ANTONYM: (adj) silent. 

steal: (v) purloin, abstract, sneak, filch, 
pinch, creep, misappropriate, rob, 
pilfer; (n) bargain; (n, v) snatch. 
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does now, just as well when she was married as when she was single.  Other 
women of her sort have married--that's to say, not just like her, but women as 
preached and attended on the sick and needy.  There's Mrs. Fletcher as she talks 
of." 

A new light had broken in on Seth.  He turned round, and laying his hand on 
Adam's shoulder, said, "Why, wouldst like her to marry thee, Brother?" 

Adam looked doubtfully at Seth's inquiring eyes and said, "Wouldst be hurt 
if she was to be fonder o' me than o' thee?" 

"Nay," said Seth warmly, "how canst think it?  Have I felt thy trouble so little 
that I shouldna feel thy joy?" 

There was silence a few moments as they walked on, and then Seth said, "I'd 
no notion as thee'dst ever think of her for a wife." 

"But is it o' any use to think of her?" said Adam.  "What dost say?  Mother's 
made me as I hardly know where I am, with what she's been saying to me this 
forenoon.  She says she's sure Dinah feels for me more than common, and 'ud be 
willing t' have me.  But I'm afraid she speaks without book.  I want to know if 
thee'st seen anything." 

"It's a nice point to speak about," said Seth, "and I'm afraid o' being wrong; 
besides, we've no right t' intermeddle with people's feelings when they wouldn't 
tell 'em themselves." 

Seth paused.%

"But thee mightst ask her," he said presently.  "She took no offence at me for 
asking, and thee'st more right than I had, only thee't not in the Society.  But 
Dinah doesn't hold wi' them as are for keeping the Society so strict to 
themselves.  She doesn't mind about making folks enter the Society, so as they're 
fit t' enter the kingdom o' God.  Some o' the brethren at Treddles'on are 
displeased with her for that." 

"Where will she be the rest o' the day?" said Adam. 
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intermeddle: (n, v) interpose; (v) 
meddle, interlope, intervene, mingle, 
intercede, entermete, intrude, clash, 
monkey, intermell. 

needy: (adj) indigent, poor, 
impoverished, necessitous, 
underprivileged, penniless, 
impecunious, deficient, miserable, 
deprived, poverty-stricken. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rich, affluent, 
independent, solvent, privileged, 
satisfied. 

offence: (n) insult, injury, guilt, error, 
delinquency, fault, misdeed, 
infraction, infringement, attack, 
offense. 

strict: (adj) severe, stern, rigid, correct, 
austere, rigorous, harsh, scrupulous; 
(adj, v) exact, accurate, precise. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lenient, lax, free, 
negligent, imprecise, flexible, relaxed, 
loose, gentle, inaccurate, liberal. 

talks: (n) parley, discussion, dialogue, 
diplomacy, arbitration, mediation,  

conversation, discussions, 
conference, meeting, dialog. 

warmly: (adv) cordially, ardently, 
hotly, genially, affectionately, 
vigorously, fervently, zealously, 
eagerly, strongly, pleasantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) coolly, 
inhospitably, sourly, disagreeably, 
indifferently, frostily, roughly, 
rudely, apathetically. 
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"She said she shouldn't leave the farm again to-day," said Seth, "because it's 
her last Sabbath there, and she's going t' read out o' the big Bible wi' the 
children." %

Adam thought--but did not say--"Then I'll go this afternoon; for if I go to 
church, my thoughts 'ull be with her all the while.  They must sing th' anthem 
without me to-day." 
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afternoon: (n) Pm, farewell, greeting, 
P, salutation, in the afternoon, 
daytime, noon, postmeridian, 
midday, daylight. ANTONYMS: (n) 
morning, nighttime. 

anthem: (n) song, hymn, chorale, 
canticle, chant, choral, carol, psalm, 
paean, national anthem, chaunt. 

church: (n) cathedral, abbey, chapel, 
meetinghouse, denomination, 
minster, place of worship, kirk, Fane, 

 

Christian church, Christianity. 
farm: (n) farming, grange, dairy, croft, 

farmstead, estate; (v) raise, cultivate, 
hire, plant, produce. 

leave: (v) depart, go, abandon, desert, 
lead; (adj, v) forsake, quit; (n) 
furlough, permission, holiday; (n, v) 
escape. ANTONYMS: (v) enter, 
arrive, stay, remain, come, approach, 
change, reposition, disinherit, 
occupy, participate. 

 

read: (v) say, decipher, understand, 
learn, construe, perceive, gather, 
indicate, demonstrate, translate, 
comprehend. ANTONYM: (v) write. 

without: (adv, n, prep) outside; (adj, 
adv) except; (adj) lacking, save 
barring; (prep) out of, sans; (n) minus, 
provisionally; (adv) save, beyond; 
(adv, prep) besides. ANTONYMS: 
(prep) with, having; (adv) inside. 
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CHAPTER  L I I  

 
ADAM  AND  D I NAH  

 
 

It was about three o'clock when Adam entered the farmyard and roused 
Alick and the dogs from their Sunday dozing.  Alick said everybody was gone to 
church "but th' young missis"--so he called Dinah--but this did not disappoint 
Adam, although the "everybody" was so liberal as to include Nancy the 
dairymaid, whose works of necessity were not unfrequently incompatible with 
church-going.%

There was perfect stillness about the house.  The doors were all closed, and 
the very stones and tubs seemed quieter than usual.  Adam heard the water 
gently dripping from the pump--that was the only sound--and he knocked at the 
house door rather softly, as was suitable in that stillness. 

The door opened, and Dinah stood before him, colouring deeply with the 
great surprise of seeing Adam at this hour, when she knew it was his regular 
practice to be at church.  Yesterday he would have said to her without any 
difficulty, "I came to see you, Dinah: I knew the rest were not at home."  But to-
day something prevented him from saying that, and he put out his hand to her in 
silence.  Neither of them spoke, and yet both wished they could speak, as Adam 
entered, and they sat down.  Dinah took the chair she had just left; it was at the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

colouring: (n) coloration, painting, 
colour, coloring, color, tincture, tint, 
hue, colouration, dyeing, exterior 
condition. 

disappoint: (v) fail, defeat, balk, baffle, 
disenchant, betray, circumvent, bilk, 
mock, foil; (n, v) put out. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please, satisfy, 
encourage, fulfill, succeed, comfort, 
inspire. 

dogs: (n) foxes, Canidae, Carnivora, 
cats, family Canidae, forceps, order  

Carnivora, bears; (adj) dogging. 
dripping: (adj) wet, damp, drenched, 

sodden, soaked, soggy; (adj, adv) 
sopping, soaking; (adj, v) reeking; (n) 
dribble, a drop. ANTONYM: (adj) 
lacking. 

incompatible: (adj) incongruous, 
inappropriate, inconsistent, 
discrepant, discordant, conflicting, 
irreconcilable, clashing; (adj, v) 
antagonistic, repugnant, hostile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) consistent,  

matching, identical, befitting, 
complementary, congenial, 
synergistic, friendly. 

softly: (adv) quietly, mildly, lightly, 
tenderly, delicately, gently, soft, 
quiet, silently, kindly, slowly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) hoarsely, 
roughly, loudly, clearly, harshly, 
forte, severely, strongly, heavily, 
convincingly, brightly. 

unfrequently: (adv) not much, not 
often, unoften, rarely. 
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corner of the table near the window, and there was a book lying on the table, but 
it was not open.  She had been sitting perfectly still, looking at the small bit of 
clear fire in the bright grate.  Adam sat down opposite her, in Mr. Poyser's three-
cornered chair.%

"Your mother is not ill again, I hope, Adam?" Dinah said, recovering herself.  
"Seth said she was well this morning." 

"No, she's very hearty to-day," said Adam, happy in the signs of Dinah's 
feeling at the sight of him, but shy. 

"There's nobody at home, you see," Dinah said; "but you'll wait.  You've been 
hindered from going to church to-day, doubtless." 

"Yes," Adam said, and then paused, before he added, "I was thinking about 
you: that was the reason." 

This confession was very awkward and sudden, Adam felt, for he thought 
Dinah must understand all he meant.  But the frankness of the words caused her 
immediately to interpret them into a renewal of his brotherly regrets that she 
was going away, and she answered calmly, "Do not be careful and troubled for 
me, Adam.  I have all things and abound at Snowfield.  And my mind is at rest, 
for I am not seeking my own will in going." 

"But if things were different, Dinah," said Adam, hesitatingly.  "If you knew 
things that perhaps you don't know now...." 

Dinah looked at him inquiringly, but instead of going on, he reached a chair 
and brought it near the corner of the table where she was sitting.  She wondered, 
and was afraid--and the next moment her thoughts flew to the past: was it 
something about those distant unhappy ones that she didn't know? 

Adam looked at her.  It was so sweet to look at her eyes, which had now a 
self-forgetful questioning in them--for a moment he forgot that he wanted to say 
anything, or that it was necessary to tell her what he meant. 

"Dinah," he said suddenly, taking both her hands between his, "I love you 
with my whole heart and soul.  I love you next to God who made me." 
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frankness: (n) honesty, truth, 
forthrightness, candidness, freedom, 
sincerity, candour, plainness, 
bluffness, outspokenness, 
ingenuousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cunning, tact, delicacy, deceit, 
conformity, reticence, indirectness, 
evasiveness. 

grate: (v) grind, creak, scrape, abrade, 
gall, gnash, fret, rub, aggravate, 
provoke; (n) lattice. 

hindered: (adj) obstructed, blocked,  

delayed, stalled, slowed down, slow, 
in an inferior position, in a weak 
position, impedite, thwarted, 
frustrated. 

interpret: (v) clarify, understand, 
elucidate, illustrate, read, construe, 
comment, gloss, render, explain, 
explicate. 

lying: (adj) false, deceptive, 
mendacious, untrue, misleading, 
fraudulent; (n) lie, falsehood, 
fabrication, deceit, dishonesty.  

ANTONYMS: (n) honesty, 
truthfulness; (adj) truthful. 

regrets: (n) regret, declination, RSVP 
regrets only, acknowledgement, 
acknowledgment, celestial latitude, 
excuse, Dec. 

renewal: (n) revival, renaissance, 
renovation, rehabilitation, 
restoration, reclamation, update, 
rebirth, reform, regeneration, 
innovation. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deterioration, disappearance. 
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Dinah's lips became pale, like her cheeks, and she trembled violently under 
the shock of painful joy.  Her hands were cold as death between Adam's.  She 
could not draw them away, because he held them fast.%

"Don't tell me you can't love me, Dinah.  Don't tell me we must part and pass 
our lives away from one another." 

The tears were trembling in Dinah's eyes, and they fell before she could 
answer.  But she spoke in a quiet low voice. 

"Yes, dear Adam, we must submit to another Will.  We must part." 
"Not if you love me, Dinah--not if you love me," Adam said passionately.  

"Tell me--tell me if you can love me better than a brother?" 
Dinah was too entirely reliant on the Supreme guidance to attempt to 

achieve any end by a deceptive concealment.  She was recovering now from the 
first shock of emotion, and she looked at Adam with simple sincere eyes as she 
said, "Yes, Adam, my heart is drawn strongly towards you; and of my own will, 
if I had no clear showing to the contrary, I could find my happiness in being near 
you and ministering to you continually.  I fear I should forget to rejoice and 
weep with others; nay, I fear I should forget the Divine presence, and seek no 
love but yours." 

Adam did not speak immediately.  They sat looking at each other in delicious 
silence--for the first sense of mutual love excludes other feelings; it will have the 
soul all to itself. 

"Then, Dinah," Adam said at last, "how can there be anything contrary to 
what's right in our belonging to one another and spending our lives together?  
Who put this great love into our hearts?  Can anything be holier than that?  For 
we can help one another in everything as is good.  I'd never think o' putting 
myself between you and God, and saying you oughtn't to do this and you 
oughtn't to do that.  You'd follow your conscience as much as you do now." 

"Yes, Adam," Dinah said, "I know marriage is a holy state for those who are 
truly called to it, and have no other drawing; but from my chilhood upwards I 
have been led towards another path; all my peace and my joy have come from 
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deceptive: (adj) deceitful, dishonest, 
false, fallacious, lying, deceiving, 
misleading, untrue, spurious, 
insidious, unfounded. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) real, honest, straightforward, 
open, frank, upright, genuine, 
correct, actual, valid, innocent. 

guidance: (n, v) direction, 
government, control, management, 
administration, charge; (n) advice, 
counsel, lead, instruction, regulation.

holy: (adj) devout, divine, heavenly,  

religious, blessed, hallowed, 
spiritual, devotional, pure; (adj, adv) 
saintly; (adv) sacredly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) irreligious, unholy. 

ministering: (adj) assisting, helpful, 
latreutical, ministrative, ministrant. 

reliant: (adj) dependent on, reliable, 
confident, trusting, subject, relative, 
conditional, contingent, needy, 
reliant on. 

spending: (n) expense, outlay, 
disbursement, outgo, expenses,  

disbursal, outgoings, expenditures, 
use, expending, pay. ANTONYMS: 
(n) income, conservation. 

spoke: (n) bar, rung, radius, rule, shoe, 
skid, rundle, line, clog, round; (v) 
said. 

submit: (v) comply, obey, acquiesce, 
give in, present, hand in, put 
forward, hand over, propose, give; 
(n, v) resign. ANTONYMS: (v) resist, 
persevere, defy, overpower, face, 
disobey, conquer. 
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having no life of my own, no wants, no wishes for myself, and living only in God 
and those of his creatures whose sorrows and joys he has given me to know.  
Those have been very blessed years to me, and I feel that if I was to listen to any 
voice that would draw me aside from that path, I should be turning my back on 
the light that has shone upon me, and darkness and doubt would take hold of 
me.  We could not bless each other, Adam, if there were doubts in my soul, and if 
I yearned, when it was too late, after that better part which had once been given 
me and I had put away from me."%

"But if a new feeling has come into your mind, Dinah, and if you love me so 
as to be willing to be nearer to me than to other people, isn't that a sign that it's 
right for you to change your life?  Doesn't the love make it right when nothing 
else would?" 

"Adam, my mind is full of questionings about that; for now, since you tell me 
of your strong love towards me, what was clear to me has become dark again.  I 
felt before that my heart was too strongly drawn towards you, and that your 
heart was not as mine; and the thought of you had taken hold of me, so that my 
soul had lost its freedom, and was becoming enslaved to an earthly affection, 
which made me anxious and careful about what should befall myself.  For in all 
other affection I had been content with any small return, or with none; but my 
heart was beginning to hunger after an equal love from you.  And I had no doubt 
that I must wrestle against that as a great temptation, and the command was 
clear that I must go away." 

"But now, dear, dear Dinah, now you know I love you better than you love 
me...it's all different now.  You won't think o' going.  You'll stay, and be my dear 
wife, and I shall thank God for giving me my life as I never thanked him before." 

"Adam, it's hard to me to turn a deaf ear...you know it's hard; but a great fear 
is upon me.  It seems to me as if you were stretching out your arms to me, and 
beckoning me to come and take my ease and live for my own delight, and Jesus, 
the Man of Sorrows, was standing looking towards me, and pointing to the 
sinful, and suffering, and afflicted.  I have seen that again and again when I have 
been sitting in stillness and darkness, and a great terror has come upon me lest I 
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deaf: (adj) earless, hard of hearing, 
blind, unhearing, indifferent, 
deafened, regardless, surd; (v) 
deafen, desensitize; (n) deafness. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) listening, aware, 
attentive. 

ease: (v) alleviate, assuage, relieve, 
allay; (n) convenience, rest, leisure, 
relief, satisfaction; (adj, v) facilitate; 
(n, v) relax. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discomfort, formality, awkwardness, 
worry, toil, problem, pain,  

maladroitness; (v) aggravate, worsen, 
impede. 

enslaved: (adj) captive, locked up, 
charmed, incarcerated, in bondage, in 
prison, bound, subject, beguiled, 
cringing; (v) subjected. 

hunger: (n, v) thirst, want, wish, itch; 
(n) craving, appetite, eagerness, 
famine; (v) crave, ache; (adj) hungry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) moderation, 
aversion, dislike, apathy. 

listen: (v) hear, heed, hearken, attend, 

harken, list, listening, eavesdrop, 
mind, concentrate, pay attention. 

pointing: (n) punctuation, indication, 
scoring. 

stretching: (n) tension, stretch, 
expansion, workout, reach, 
amplification, stretchiness, 
enlargement; (adj) stretched, long; (v) 
extend. 

wrestle: (v) struggle, scuffle, fight, 
strive, battle, wrench, tussle, contest, 
scramble, clash; (n, v) grapple. 
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should become hard, and a lover of self, and no more bear willingly the 
Redeemer's cross."%

Dinah had closed her eyes, and a faint shudder went through her.  "Adam," 
she went on, "you wouldn't desire that we should seek a good through any 
unfaithfulness to the light that is in us; you wouldn't believe that could be a 
good.  We are of one mind in that." 

"Yes, Dinah," said Adam sadly, "I'll never be the man t' urge you against your 
conscience.  But I can't give up the hope that you may come to see different.  I 
don't believe your loving me could shut up your heart--it's only adding to what 
you've been before, not taking away from it.  For it seems to me it's the same 
with love and happiness as with sorrow--the more we know of it the better we 
can feel what other people's lives are or might be, and so we shall only be more 
tender to 'em, and wishful to help 'em.  The more knowledge a man has, the 
better he'll do's work; and feeling's a sort o' knowledge." 

Dinah was silent; her eyes were fixed in contemplation of something visible 
only to herself.  Adam went on presently with his pleading, "And you can do 
almost as much as you do now.  I won't ask you to go to church with me of a 
Sunday.  You shall go where you like among the people, and teach 'em; for 
though I like church best, I don't put my soul above yours, as if my words was 
better for you to follow than your own conscience.  And you can help the sick 
just as much, and you'll have more means o' making 'em a bit comfortable; and 
you'll be among all your own friends as love you, and can help 'em and be a 
blessing to 'em till their dying day.  Surely, Dinah, you'd be as near to God as if 
you was living lonely and away from me." 

Dinah made no answer for some time.  Adam was still holding her hands and 
looking at her with almost trembling anxiety, when she turned her grave loving 
eyes on his and said, in rather a sad voice, "Adam there is truth in what you say, 
and there's many of the brethren and sisters who have greater strength than I 
have,  and find their hearts enlarged by the cares of husband and kindred.  But I 
have not faith that it would be so with me, for since my affections have been set 
above measure on you, I have had less peace and joy in God.  I have felt as it 
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adding: (n) addition, calculation, 
reckoning. 

lover: (n) dear, darling, fan, devotee, 
beau, buff, love, admirer, beloved, 
amorist, man. 

sadly: (adv) pitifully, dolefully, 
unfortunately, mournfully, 
sorrowfully, woefully, dejectedly, 
pathetically, wretchedly, forlornly; 
(adj, adv) seriously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) cheerfully, contentedly, gladly, 
joyfully, fortunately, luckily,  

enthusiastically. 
seek: (n, v) ask, inquire; (v) hunt, 

endeavor, attempt, look, aspire, 
pursue, beg, quest, explore. 
ANTONYMS: (v) answer, grant. 

self: (n) ego, person, me, individual, 
being; (pron) myself, herself, itself; 
(adj) same; (v) own; (adv) personally. 

teach: (v) enlighten, educate, instruct, 
coach, indoctrinate, drill, learn, 
lecture, school; (adj, v) guide, show. 

unfaithfulness: (n) falseness,  

infidelity, perfidy, faithlessness, 
inconstancy, deceitfulness, falsity, 
deceit, dishonesty, inaccuracy, 
fickleness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
faithfulness, honesty, fidelity, loyalty. 

willingly: (adv) readily, voluntarily, 
cheerfully, spontaneously, helpfully, 
disposedly, actively, openly, 
obligingly, eagerly; (adj, adv) freely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) grudgingly, 
reluctantly, uncooperatively, 
unenthusiastically. 
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were a division in my heart.  And think how it is with me, Adam.  That life I 
have led is like a land I have trodden in blessedness since my childhood; and if I 
long for a moment to follow the voice which calls me to another land that I know 
not, I cannot but fear that my soul might hereafter yearn for that early 
blessedness which I had forsaken; and where doubt enters there is not perfect 
love.  I must wait for clearer guidance.  I must go from you, and we must submit 
ourselves entirely to the Divine Will.  We are sometimes required to lay our 
natural lawful affections on the altar." 

Adam dared not plead again, for Dinah's was not the voice of caprice or 
insincerity.  But it was very hard for him; his eyes got dim as he looked at her.%

"But you may come to feel satisfied...to feel that you may come to me again, 
and we may never part, Dinah?" 

"We must submit ourselves, Adam.  With time, our duty will be made clear.  
It may be when I have entered on my former life, I shall find all these new 
thoughts and wishes vanish, and become as things that were not.  Then I shall 
know that my calling is not towards marriage.  But we must wait." 

"Dinah," said Adam mournfully, "you can't love me so well as I love you, else 
you'd have no doubts.  But it's natural you shouldn't, for I'm not so good as you.  
I can't doubt it's right for me to love the best thing God's ever given me to know." 

"Nay, Adam.  It seems to me that my love for you is not weak, for my heart 
waits on your words and looks, almost as a little child waits on the help and 
tenderness of the strong on whom it depends.  If the thought of you took slight 
hold of me, I should not fear that it would be an idol in the temple.  But you will 
strengthen me--you will not hinder me in seeking to obey to the uttermost." 

"Let us go out into the sunshine, Dinah, and walk together.  I'll speak no 
word to disturb you." 

They went out and walked towards the fields, where they would meet the 
family coming from church.  Adam said, "Take my arm, Dinah," and she took it.  
That was the only change in their manner to each other since they were last 
walking together.  But no sadness in the prospect of her going away--in the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

calls: (n) securities, puts, bonds, 
preferred stock, common stock. 

caprice: (n) fancy, fantasy, humor, 
quirk, freak, notion, impulse, fit, 
capriccio, fad, vagary. ANTONYMS: 
(n) plan, strategy, blueprint, reality. 

idol: (n) fetish, deity, effigy, divinity, 
graven image, image, hero, favorite, 
star, simulacrum, beloved. 

insincerity: (n, v) duplicity; (n) falsity, 
falseness, cant, dishonesty, 
hollowness, dissimulation,  

affectation, disingenuousness, 
faithlessness; (v) double dealing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sincerity, 
genuineness. 

lawful: (adj) legal, just, rightful, 
constitutional, true, right, justifiable, 
licit, regular; (n, v) allowable; (adj, v) 
permissible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unlawful, prohibited, 
unconstitutional. 

obey: (v) comply, listen, keep, fulfill, 
hear, conform, abide by, serve,  

comply with; (n, v) mind, heed. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disobey, defy, 
break, transgress, infringe, challenge, 
deny. 

temple: (n) church, place of worship, 
shrine, Fane, house of worship, 
pantheon, pagoda, synagogue, brow, 
sanctuary, mosque. 

yearn: (v) languish, pine, wish, hanker, 
aspire, miss, ache, desire, cherish, 
yen, want. 
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uncertainty of the issue-- could rob the sweetness from Adam's sense that Dinah 
loved him.  He thought he would stay at the Hall Farm all that evening.  He 
would be near her as long as he could.%

"Hey-day!  There's Adam along wi' Dinah," said Mr. Poyser, as he opened the 
far gate into the Home Close.  "I couldna think how he happened away from 
church.  Why," added good Martin, after a moment's pause, "what dost think has 
just jumped into my head?" 

"Summat as hadna far to jump, for it's just under our nose.  You mean as 
Adam's fond o' Dinah." 

"Aye! hast ever had any notion of it before?" 
"To be sure I have," said Mrs. Poyser, who always declined, if possible, to be 

taken by surprise.  "I'm not one o' those as can see the cat i' the dairy an' wonder 
what she's come after." 

"Thee never saidst a word to me about it." 
"Well, I aren't like a bird-clapper, forced to make a rattle when the wind 

blows on me.  I can keep my own counsel when there's no good i' speaking." 
"But Dinah 'll ha' none o' him.  Dost think she will?" 
"Nay," said Mrs. Poyser, not sufficiently on her guard against a possible 

surprise, "she'll never marry anybody, if he isn't a Methodist and a cripple." 
"It 'ud ha' been a pretty thing though for 'em t' marry," said Martin, turning 

his head on one side, as if in pleased contemplation of his new idea.  "Thee'dst 
ha' liked it too, wouldstna?" 

"Ah!  I should.  I should ha' been sure of her then, as she wouldn't go away 
from me to Snowfield, welly thirty mile off, and me not got a creatur to look to, 
only neighbours, as are no kin to me, an' most of 'em women as I'd be ashamed 
to show my face, if my dairy things war like their'n.  There may well be streaky 
butter i' the market.  An' I should be glad to see the poor thing settled like a 
Christian woman, with a house of her own over her head; and we'd stock her 
well wi' linen and feathers, for I love her next to my own children.  An' she 
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guard: (n) defense, protection, escort, 
bulwark, watchman, custody, fender; 
(n, v) care, shield, cover; (adj, n, v) 
ward. ANTONYMS: (v) endanger, 
expose, neglect, reveal; (n) attacker. 

jump: (n, v) bound, start, bounce, hop, 
caper, startle, dive, rise; (v) spring, 
hurdle; (adj, v) skip. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) decrease; (v) surface, drop, 
hesitate. 

loved: (adj) beloved, pet, cherished, 
precious, liked, adored, respected,  

treasured, esteemed, valued; (n) 
darling. ANTONYM: (adj) hated. 

nose: (n) hooter, neb, nozzle, 
proboscis, honker, bow, odour; (v) 
wind, pry, scent; (n, v) sniff. 

streaky: (adj) striate. 
sufficiently: (adv) fully, satisfactorily, 

enough, amply, quite, properly, 
competently, decently, abundantly, 
goodly, completely. ANTONYM: 
(adv) inadequately. 

turning: (n) turn, revolution, bend,  

rotation, deviation, gyration, 
conversion, veering; (adj) rotating, 
revolving, rotary. 

uncertainty: (n) doubtfulness, 
suspicion, distrust, indecision, 
suspense, irresolution, hesitation, 
incertitude, dubiety, question, 
dubiousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
certainty, decisiveness, confidence, 
clarity, sureness, definiteness, 
resolution, predictability, security, 
certitude, understanding. 
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makes one feel safer when she's i' the house, for she's like the driven snow: 
anybody might sin for two as had her at their elbow." 

"Dinah," said Tommy, running forward to meet her, "mother says you'll 
never marry anybody but a Methodist cripple.  What a silly you must be!" a 
comment which Tommy followed up by seizing Dinah with both arms, and 
dancing along by her side with incommodious fondness.%

"Why, Adam, we missed you i' the singing to-day," said Mr. Poyser.  "How 
was it?" 

"I wanted to see Dinah--she's going away so soon," said Adam. 
"Ah, lad!  Can you persuade her to stop somehow?  Find her a good husband 

somewhere i' the parish.  If you'll do that, we'll forgive you for missing church.  
But, anyway, she isna going before the harvest supper o' Wednesday, and you 
must come then.  There's Bartle Massey comin', an' happen Craig.  You'll be sure 
an' come, now, at seven?  The missis wunna have it a bit later." 

"Aye," said Adam, "I'll come if I can.  But I can't often say what I'll do 
beforehand, for the work often holds me longer than I expect.  You'll stay till the 
end o' the week, Dinah?" 

"Yes, yes!" said Mr. Poyser.  "We'll have no nay." 
"She's no call to be in a hurry," observed Mrs. Poyser.  "Scarceness o' victual 

'ull keep: there's no need to be hasty wi' the cooking.  An' scarceness is what 
there's the biggest stock of i' that country." 

Dinah smiled, but gave no promise to stay, and they talked of other things 
through the rest of the walk, lingering in the sunshine to look at the great flock of 
geese grazing, at the new corn-ricks, and at the surprising abundance of fruit on 
the old pear-tree; Nancy and Molly having already hastened home, side by side, 
each holding, carefully wrapped in her pocket-handkerchief, a prayer-book, in 
which she could read little beyond the large letters and the Amens. 

Surely all other leisure is hurry compared with a sunny walk through the 
fields from "afternoon church"--as such walks used to be in those old leisurely 
times, when the boat, gliding sleepily along the canal, was the newest 
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cripple: (adj, v) maim, prostrate; (v) 
mutilate, enfeeble, injure, 
incapacitate, weaken, becripple; (n, v) 
damage; (n) invalid; (adj) paralyze. 
ANTONYMS: (v) support, 
strengthen, invigorate, help, fortify, 
enable, aid. 

geese: (n) ducks, goose, game birds, 
order Anseriformes, wildfowl, birds, 
Anatidae, Anseriformes, family 
Anatidae. 

grazing: (n) pasturage, feeding,  

shaving, farming, Estancia, eating, 
skimming. 

incommodious: (adj) awkward, 
cumbersome, embarrassing, 
unhandy, uncomfortable, cramped, 
troublesome, discommodious, 
disadvantageous, bothersome, 
narrow. ANTONYM: (adj) roomy. 

pocket-handkerchief: (n) 
handkerchief. 

scarceness: (n) paucity, rareness, 
rarity, deficiency, lack, scarcity,  

insufficiency, want, infrequency, 
inadequacy, defect. ANTONYM: (n) 
plethora. 

sleepily: (adv) drowsily, slowly, 
somnolently, lethargically, lazily, 
sluggishly, dreamily, tiredly, 
indolently, torpidly, languorously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) vigorously. 
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locomotive wonder; %when Sunday books had most of them old brown-leather 
covers, and opened with remarkable precision always in one place.  Leisure is 
gone--gone where the spinning-wheels are gone, and the pack-horses, and the 
slow waggons, and the pedlars, who brought bargains to the door on sunny 
afternoons.  Ingenious philosophers tell you, perhaps, that the great work of the 
steam-engine is to create leisure for mankind.  Do not believe them: it only 
creates a vacuum for eager thought to rush in.  Even idleness is eager now--eager 
for amusement; prone to excursion-trains, art museums, periodical literature, 
and exciting novels; prone even to scientific theorizing and cursory peeps 
through microscopes.  Old Leisure was quite a different personage.  He only read 
one newspaper, innocent of leaders, and was free from that periodicity of 
sensations which we call post-time.  He was a contemplative, rather stout 
gentleman, of excellent digestion; of quiet perceptions, undiseased by 
hypothesis; happy in his inability to know the causes of things, preferring the 
things themselves.  He lived chiefly in the country, among pleasant seats and 
homesteads, and was fond of sauntering by the fruit-tree wall and scenting the 
apricots when they were warmed by the morning sunshine, or of sheltering 
himself under the orchard boughs at noon, when the summer pears were falling.  
He knew nothing of weekday services, and thought none the worse of the 
Sunday sermon if it allowed him to sleep from the text to the blessing; liking the 
afternoon service best, because the prayers were the shortest, and not ashamed 
to say so; for he had an easy, jolly conscience, broad- backed like himself, and 
able to carry a great deal of beer or port-wine, not being made squeamish by 
doubts and qualms and lofty aspirations.  Life was not a task to him, but a 
sinecure.  He fingered the guineas in his pocket, and ate his dinners, and slept 
the sleep of the irresponsible, for had he not kept up his character by going to 
church on the Sunday afternoons? 

Fine old Leisure!  Do not be severe upon him, and judge him by our modern 
standard.  He never went to Exeter Hall, or heard a popular preacher, or read 
Tracts for the Times or Sartor Resartus. 
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contemplative: (adj, v) reflective, 
pensive, wistful, meditative, 
introspective; (adj) broody, brooding, 
speculative, ruminative, musing; (v) 
museful. ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, 
vacuous, blank, thoughtless, 
disregarding, unreflective, satisfied. 

cursory: (adj) careless, passing, 
fleeting, perfunctory, ephemeral, 
superficial, slapdash, facile, 
evanescent, sketchy, shallow. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) complete,  

comprehensive, meticulous, long. 
digestion: (n, v) concoction; (n) 

assimilation, chemical change, 
coction, biological process, chemical 
process, disgestion; (v) classification, 
analysis, clustering; (adj) digestive. 

periodical: (n) journal, magazine, 
newspaper, review, organ, 
publication, book; (adj) intermittent, 
cyclic, recurrent, annual. 

periodicity: (n) frequency, rhythm, 
regularity, cycle, intermittence,  

repetition, periodicalness. 
qualms: (n) nausea, doubts, 

unwillingness. ANTONYM: (n) 
willingness. 

shortest: (adj) direct, brusk, brusque, 
choleric, curt, directer, hotheaded, 
least, irascible, lowest, most direct. 

squeamish: (adj) fastidious, finicky, 
delicate, queasy, dainty, prudish, 
prissy, finical, difficult, touchy, 
overnice. 
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CHAPTER  L I I I  

 
THE  HARVEST  SUPPER  

 
 

As Adam was going homeward, on Wednesday evening, in the six o'clock 
sunlight, he saw in the distance the last load of barley winding its way towards 
the yard-gate of the Hall Farm, and heard the chant of "Harvest Home!" rising 
and sinking like a wave.  Fainter and fainter, and more musical through the 
growing distance, the falling dying sound still reached him, as he neared the 
Willow Brook.  The low westering sun shone right on the shoulders of the old 
Binton Hills, turning the unconscious sheep into bright spots of light; shone on 
the windows of the cottage too, and made them a-flame with a glory beyond that 
of amber or amethyst.  It was enough to make Adam feel that he was in a great 
temple, and that the distant chant was a sacred song.%

"It's wonderful," he thought, "how that sound goes to one's heart almost like a 
funeral bell, for all it tells one o' the joyfullest time o' the year, and the time when 
men are mostly the thankfullest.  I suppose it's a bit hard to us to think 
anything's over and gone in our lives; and there's a parting at the root of all our 
joys.  It's like what I feel about Dinah.  I should never ha' come to know that her 
love 'ud be the greatest o' blessings to me, if what I counted a blessing hadn't 
been wrenched and torn away from me, and left me with a greater need, so as I 
could crave and hunger for a greater and a better comfort." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

amber: (n) yellow, yellowness, 
electrum, ambergris, gold, brown, 
electron, gum; (adj) chromatic. 

amethyst: (adj, n) mauve, lavender, 
pale purple; (n) quartz, hyacinth, 
jacinth; (adj) gridelin, light purple, 
plum, chromatic, wine. 

chant: (v) cantillate, sing, recite, 
intone, intonate, utter, vocalize; (n) 
hymn, song, melody; (n, v) chaunt. 

glory: (n) celebrity, brightness, honor, 
distinction, glorification, eclat,  

dignity; (n, v) halo, pride; (v) exult, 
boast. ANTONYMS: (v) blasphemy, 
lament, profanity; (n) dishonor, 
disrepute, ugliness, blame, criticism. 

root: (n) foundation, base, origin, 
basis, radix, cause, derivation, reason, 
fountainhead; (adj, n) radical; (v) 
establish. ANTONYMS: (n) 
descendant, effect. 

sacred: (adj) holy, hallowed, dedicated, 
consecrated, divine, religious, pious, 
spiritual, inviolable, blessed; (adj, v)  

solemn. ANTONYMS: (adj) profane, 
unconsecrated, cursed, breakable. 

torn: (adj, prep) lacerated, rent, 
mangled; (adj) ripped, tattered, 
blasted, lacerate, shabby, 
goddamned, infernal, made 
uninhabitable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pristine, sure, resolute, healed, 
decided, mended. 

wrenched: (adj) strained, weakened. 
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He expected to see Dinah again this evening, and get leave to accompany her 
as far as Oakbourne; and then he would ask her to fix some time when he might 
go to Snowfield, and learn whether the last best hope that had been born to him 
must be resigned like the rest.  The work he had to do at home, besides putting 
on his best clothes, made it seven before he was on his way again to the Hall 
Farm, and it was questionable whether, with his longest and quickest strides, he 
should be there in time even for the roast beef, which came after the plum 
pudding, for Mrs. Poyser's supper would be punctual.%

Great was the clatter of knives and pewter plates and tin cans when Adam 
entered the house, but there was no hum of voices to this accompaniment: the 
eating of excellent roast beef, provided free of expense, was too serious a 
business to those good farm- labourers to be performed with a divided attention, 
even if they had had anything to say to each other--which they had not.  And Mr. 
Poyser, at the head of the table, was too busy with his carving to listen to Bartle 
Massey's or Mr. Craig's ready talk. 

"Here, Adam," said Mrs. Poyser, who was standing and looking on to see that 
Molly and Nancy did their duty as waiters, "here's a place kept for you between 
Mr. Massey and the boys.  It's a poor tale you couldn't come to see the pudding 
when it was whole." 

Adam looked anxiously round for a fourth woman's figure, but Dinah was 
not there.  He was almost afraid of asking about her; besides, his attention was 
claimed by greetings, and there remained the hope that Dinah was in the house, 
though perhaps disinclined to festivities on the eve of her departure. 

It was a goodly sight--that table, with Martin Poyser's round good-humoured 
face and large person at the head of it helping his servants to the fragrant roast 
beef and pleased when the empty plates came again.  Martin, though usually 
blest with a good appetite, really forgot to finish his own beef to-night--it was so 
pleasant to him to look on in the intervals of carving and see how the others 
enjoyed their supper; for were they not men who, on all the days of the year 
except Christmas Day and Sundays, ate their cold dinner, in a makeshift manner, 
under the hedgerows, and drank their beer out of wooden bottles--with relish 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

accompaniment: (n) concomitant, part, 
backing, escort, support, occurrence, 
protection, companionship, addition; 
(adv) second, bass. 

appetite: (n, v) desire; (n) appetence, 
appetency, relish, inclination, 
stomach, taste, thirst, passion, liking, 
gusto. ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, 
repulsion, revulsion, apathy, distaste.

beef: (n, v) grumble, moan, grouse, 
squawk, groan; (n) complaint, ox, 
fuss, beeves; (v) grouch, complain.  

ANTONYMS: (n) impotence, praise; 
(v) rejoice. 

carving: (n) sculpture, carve, cut, 
statue, engraving, art, image, figure, 
etching, woodcut, bust. 

claimed: (adj) personal. 
goodly: (adv) benignly, kindly, 

strongly, rightly, graciously, 
virtuously, soundly, uprightly; (adj) 
sizable, handsome, respectable. 

longest: (adj) best, lengest, fastest, top, 
record, best ever, greatest. 

plates: (n) dishes, tableware, flake 
powder, dishware, dinner service. 

questionable: (adj) arguable, 
debatable, fishy, equivocal, 
suspicious, uncertain, doubtful, 
moot, controversial, disputable; (adj, 
v) fallible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unquestionable, indisputable, certain, 
irrefutable, trustworthy, 
acknowledged, plausible, 
unambiguous, conclusive, strong, 
reputable. 
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certainly, but with their mouths towards the zenith, after a fashion more 
endurable to ducks than to human bipeds.  Martin Poyser had some faint 
conception of the flavour such men must find in hot roast beef and fresh-drawn 
ale.  He held his head on one side and screwed up his mouth, as he nudged 
Bartle Massey, and watched half-witted Tom Tholer, otherwise known as "Tom 
Saft," receiving his second plateful of beef.  A grin of delight broke over Tom's 
face as the plate was set down before him, between his knife and fork, which he 
held erect, as if they had been sacred tapers.  But the delight was too strong to 
continue smouldering in a grin--it burst out the next instant in a long-drawn 
"haw, haw!" followed by a sudden collapse into utter gravity, as the knife and 
fork darted down on the prey.  Martin Poyser's large person shook with his silent 
unctuous laugh.  He turned towards Mrs. Poyser to see if she too had been 
observant of Tom, and the eyes of husband and wife met in  a glance of good-
natured amusement.%

"Tom Saft" was a great favourite on the farm, where he played the part of the 
old jester, and made up for his practical deficiencies by his success in repartee.  
His hits, I imagine, were those of the flail, which falls quite at random, but 
nevertheless smashes an insect now and then.  They were much quoted at sheep-
shearing and haymaking times, but I refrain from recording them here, lest 
Tom's wit should prove to be like that of many other bygone jesters eminent in 
their day--rather of a temporary nature, not dealing with the deeper and more 
lasting relations of things. 

Tom excepted, Martin Poyser had some pride in his servants and labourers, 
thinking with satisfaction that they were the best worth their pay of any set on 
the estate.  There was Kester Bale, for example (Beale, probably, if the truth were 
known, but he was called Bale, and was not conscious of any claim to a fifth 
letter), the old man with the close leather cap and the network of wrinkles on his 
sun-browned face.  Was there any man in Loamshire who knew better the 
"natur" of all farming work?  He was one of those invaluable labourers who can 
not only turn their hand to everything, but excel in everything they turn their 
hand to.  It is true Kester's knees were much bent outward by this time, and he 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bygone: (adj) ancient, former, gone, 
obsolete, outmoded, previous, 
archaic, old, late; (n) preterite, 
antique. ANTONYMS: (adj) future, 
current, coming, modern. 

ducks: (n) geese, family Anatidae, 
birds, Anseriformes, Anatidae, game 
birds, order Anseriformes, wildfowl. 

endurable: (adj) bearable, supportable, 
tolerable, livable, sufferable, 
acceptable, sustainable, 
unobjectionable, manageable, patible. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) intolerable, 
unbearable, unendurable. 

excepted: (v) except; (adj) let off, 
excused. 

flail: (n, v) maul, flutter, wave; (v) 
thrash, flap, thresh, buffet, hit, beat 
up, hurt; (n) hammer. 

half-witted: (adj) imbecile, idiotic, 
foolish, weak-minded, simple, half-
baked, dull, retarded, dense. 

jester: (n) joker, fool, buffoon, comic, 
clown, zany, harlequin, humorist,  

spark, wit, droll. 
plateful: (n) helping, portion, home, 

crustal plate, serving, collection plate, 
catcher, photographic plate, home 
plate, containerful, denture. 

repartee: (n) answer, retort, wit, joke, 
riposte, raillery, comeback, rejoinder, 
rebutter, badinage, wordplay. 

unctuous: (adj) greasy, oleaginous, 
smooth, buttery, fulsome, fat, 
adipose, fatty; (adj, v) sanctimonious; 
(v) soapy, pietistical. 
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walked with a perpetual curtsy, as if he were among the, most reverent of men.  
And so he was; but I am obliged to admit that the object of his reverence was his 
own skill, towards which he performed some rather affecting acts of worship.  
He always thatched the ricks--for if anything were his forte more than another, it 
was thatching--and when the last touch had been put to the last beehive rick, 
Kester, whose home lay at some distance from the farm, would take a walk to the 
rick-yard in his best clothes on a Sunday morning and stand in the lane, at a due 
distance, to contemplate his own thatching walking about to get each rick from 
the proper point of view.  As he curtsied along, with his eyes upturned to the 
straw knobs imitative of golden globes at the summits of the beehive ricks, 
which indeed were gold of the best sort, you might have imagined him to be 
engaged in some pagan act of adoration.  Kester was an old bachelor and reputed 
to have stockings full of coin, concerning which his master cracked a joke with 
him every pay-night: not a new unseasoned joke, but a good old one, that had 
been tried many times before and had worn well.  "Th' young measter's a merry 
mon," Kester frequently remarked; for having begun his career by frightening 
away the crows under the last Martin Poyser but one, he could never cease to 
account the reigning Martin a young master.  I am not ashamed of 
commemorating old Kester.  You and I are indebted to the hard hands of such 
men--hands that have long ago mingled with the soil they tilled so faithfully, 
thriftily making the best they could of the earth's fruits, and receiving the 
smallest share as their own wages.%

Then, at the end of the table, opposite his master, there was Alick, the 
shepherd and head-man, with the ruddy face and broad shoulders, not on the 
best terms with old Kester; indeed, their intercourse was confined to an 
occasional snarl, for though they probably differed little concerning hedging and 
ditching and the treatment of ewes, there was a profound difference of opinion 
between them as to their own respective merits.  When Tityrus and Meliboeus 
happen to be on the same farm, they are not sentimentally polite to each other.  
Alick, indeed, was not by any means a honeyed man.  His speech had usually 
something of a snarl in it, and his broad-shouldered aspect something of the bull-
dog expression--"Don't you meddle with me, and I won't meddle with you."  But 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

beehive: (n) hive, skep, yard, 
workplace, wharf, usine, receptacle, 
hairdo, forcing pit; (v) aviary, 
alveary. 

commemorating: (adj) 
commemorative, commemorate. 

honeyed: (adj) honied, dulcet, 
luscious, syrupy, mellifluous, 
melodic, melodious, sugary, 
saccharine, complimentary, candied. 

imitative: (adj) mock, counterfeit, 
derivative, fake, false, fictitious,  

bogus, bastard, onomatopoeic, base, 
sham. ANTONYMS: (adj) genuine, 
real, nonimitative. 

reverent: (adj, v) pious, devout, 
religious; (adj) respectful, holy, 
deferential, godly, reverential, 
worshipful, pietistic; (v) devotional. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) blasphemous, 
disrespectful, impious, irreverent. 

sentimentally: (adv) romanticly, 
romantically, gushingly, mushily, 
slushily, effusively, softly, maudlinly, 

silly, tenderly, mawkishly. 
thriftily: (adv) economically, 

sparingly, carefully, prudently, 
savingly, parsimoniously, meagerly, 
becomingly, cautiously, sparely, 
stingily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
extravagantly, generously. 

unseasoned: (adj) inexperienced, raw, 
green, immature, unsalted, tasteless, 
unmellowed, untrained, young, 
unripe, fresh. ANTONYM: (adj) 
seasoned. 
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he was honest even to the splitting of an oat-grain rather than he would take 
beyond his acknowledged share, and as "close-fisted" with his master's property 
as if it had been his own--throwing very small handfuls of damaged barley to the 
chickens, because a large handful affected his imagination painfully with a sense 
of profusion.  Good-tempered Tim, the waggoner, who loved his horses, had his 
grudge against Alick in the matter of corn.  They rarely spoke to each other, and 
never looked at each other, even over their dish of cold potatoes; but then, as this 
was their usual mode of behaviour towards all mankind, it would be an unsafe 
conclusion that they had more than transient fits of unfriendliness.  The bucolic 
character at Hayslope, you perceive, was not of that entirely genial, merry, 
broad-grinning sort, apparently observed in most districts visited by artists.  The 
mild radiance of a smile was a rare sight on a field-labourer's face, and there was 
seldom any gradation between bovine gravity and a laugh.  Nor was every 
labourer so honest as our friend Alick.  At this very table, among Mr. Poyser's 
men, there is that big Ben Tholoway, a very powerful thresher, but detected 
more than once in carrying away his master's corn in his pockets--an action 
which, as Ben was not a philosopher, could hardly be ascribed to absence of 
mind.  However, his master had forgiven him, and continued to employ him, for 
the Tholoways had lived on the Common time out of mind, and had always 
worked for the Poysers.  And on the whole, I daresay, society was not much the 
worse because Ben had not six months of it at the treadmill, for his views of 
depredation were narrow, and the House of Correction might have enlarged 
them.  As it was, Ben ate his roast beef to-night with a serene sense of having 
stolen nothing more than a few peas and beans as seed for his garden since the 
last harvest supper, and felt warranted in thinking that Alick's suspicious eye, 
for ever upon him, was an injury to his innocence.%

But now the roast beef was finished and the cloth was drawn, leaving a fair 
large deal table for the bright drinking-cans, and the foaming brown jugs, and 
the bright brass candlesticks, pleasant to behold.  Now, the great ceremony of the 
evening was to begin--the harvest-song, in which every man must join.  He 
might be in tune, if he liked to be singular, but he must not sit with closed lips.  
The movement was obliged to be in triple time; the rest was ad libitum. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

depredation: (n, v) foray; (v) 
brigandage, rapine, raid; (n) 
devastation, pillage, robbery, ravage, 
theft, despoliation, destruction. 

foaming: (adj) foamy, effervescent, 
effervescing, bubbly, bubbling, 
sparkling, spumy; (adj, n) frothing; 
(n) surging, effervescence, scum. 

gradation: (n) degree, scale, ablaut, 
progression, graduation, tier, step, 
level, shade, form, extent. 

radiance: (n) gleam, glory, brilliance,  

luster, lustre, beam, brightness, 
effulgence, sparkle, light; (adj, n) 
brilliancy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
darkness, gloominess. 

thresher: (n) threshing machine, fox 
shark, thresher shark, shark, 
harvester, farm machine, mocking 
thrush, single dressing thresher. 

treadmill: (n) exercise device, galleys, 
grind, grinder, groove, rat race, 
routine, rut, treadwheel; (adj) 
humdrum, monotonous. 

unfriendliness: (n) disaffection, 
aggression, enmity, alienation, 
dislike, rancor, ill will, misanthropy, 
animosity, unkindness, bad 
constitution. ANTONYMS: (n) 
friendliness, closeness, warmth, 
welcome, harmony. 

warranted: (adj) legitimate, secured, 
bonded, legal, locked, mistaken, 
necessary; (v) privileged, sanctioned, 
allowed; (n) securer. 
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As to the origin of this song--whether it came in its actual state from the brain 
of a single rhapsodist, or was gradually perfected by a school or succession of 
rhapsodists, I am ignorant.  There is a stamp of unity, of individual genius upon 
it, which inclines me to the former hypothesis, though I am not blind to the 
consideration that this unity may rather have arisen from that consensus of 
many minds which was a condition of primitive thought, foreign to our modern 
consciousness.  Some will perhaps think that they detect in the first quatrain an 
indication of a lost line, which later rhapsodists, failing in imaginative vigour, 
have supplied by the feeble device of iteration.  Others, however, may rather 
maintain that this very iteration is an original felicity, to which none but the 
most prosaic minds can be insensible.%

The ceremony connected with the song was a drinking ceremony.  (That is 
perhaps a painful fact, but then, you know, we cannot reform our forefathers.)  
During the first and second quatrain, sung decidedly forte, no can was filled. 

 
Here's a health unto our master,  
The founder of the feast;  
Here's a health unto our master   
And to our mistress! 
 
And may his doings prosper,  
Whate'er he takes in hand,  
For we are all his servants,   
And are at his command. 

 
But now, immediately before the third quatrain or chorus, sung fortissimo, 

with emphatic raps of the table, which gave the effect of cymbals and drum 
together, Alick's can was filled, and he was bound to empty it before the chorus 
ceased. 

 
Then drink, boys, drink!  
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arisen: (adj) risen. 
cymbals: (n) piatti. 
drum: (adj, n) barrel; (n) cask, tympan, 

cylinder, timbrel, tambour, 
tambourine; (v) beat, roll, bone up, 
ram. 

felicity: (n) happiness, bliss, 
blessedness, beatitude, luck, 
felicitousness, joy, fortune, ecstasy, 
enjoyment, appropriateness. 
ANTONYM: (n) infelicity. 

fortissimo: (adv) very loudly.  

ANTONYM: (adv) pianissimo. 
genius: (adj, n) capacity, ability, 

endowment, faculty, gift, cleverness; 
(n) flair, brain, prodigy, bent, 
aptitude. ANTONYM: (n) amateur. 

iteration: (n) iterance, reiteration, run, 
succession, frequency, repeating, 
recurrence, rehearsal, backbone, 
stereotypy, grit. 

prosper: (v) advance, flower, thrive, 
grow, bloom, succeed, boom, get 
ahead, get on; (adj) luxuriate; (n, v)  

fare. ANTONYMS: (v) deteriorate, 
collapse, decrease, dwindle, decline. 

quatrain: (n) distich, couplet, canto, 
line, heroic stanza, elegiac stanza, 
verse, triplet. 

rhapsodist: (n) seer, rhapsode, 
highflier, fanatic, enthusiast, poet, 
fanatico. 

sung: (v) sing; (n) call, sung dynasty, 
strain, song dynasty, song, birdsong, 
birdcall; (adj) spoken, outspoken, 
choral. 

 

  



George Eliot 583

And see ye do not spill,  
For if ye do, ye shall drink two,  
For 'tis our master's will.%

 
When Alick had gone successfully through this test of steady- handed 

manliness, it was the turn of old Kester, at his right hand--and so on, till every 
man had drunk his initiatory pint under the stimulus of the chorus.  Tom Saft--
the rogue--took care to spill a little by accident; but Mrs. Poyser (too officiously, 
Tom thought) interfered to prevent the exaction of the penalty. 

To any listener outside the door it would have been the reverse of obvious 
why the "Drink, boys, drink!" should have such an immediate and often-repeated 
encore; but once entered, he would have seen that all faces were at present sober, 
and most of them serious--it was the regular and respectable thing for those 
excellent farm-labourers to do, as much as for elegant ladies and gentlemen to 
smirk and bow over their wine-glasses.  Bartle Massey, whose ears were rather 
sensitive, had gone out to see what sort of evening it was at an early stage in the 
ceremony, and had not finished his contemplation until a silence of five minutes 
declared that "Drink, boys, drink!" was not likely to begin again for the next 
twelvemonth.  Much to the regret of the boys and Totty: on them the stillness fell 
rather flat, after that glorious thumping of the table, towards which Totty, seated 
on her father's knee, contributed with her small might and small fist. 

When Bartle re-entered, however, there appeared to be a general desire for 
solo music after the choral.  Nancy declared that Tim the waggoner knew a song 
and was "allays singing like a lark i' the stable," whereupon Mr. Poyser said 
encouragingly, "Come, Tim, lad, let's hear it."  Tim looked sheepish, tucked 
down his head, and said he couldn't sing, but this encouraging invitation of the 
master's was echoed all round the table.  It was a conversational opportunity: 
everybody could say, "Come, Tim," except Alick, who never relaxed into the 
frivolity of unnecessary speech.  At last, Tim's next neighbour, Ben Tholoway, 
began to give emphasis to his speech by nudges, at which Tim, growing rather 
savage, said, "Let me alooan, will ye?  Else I'll ma' ye sing a toon ye wonna like."  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

exaction: (n) extortion, demand, 
blackmail, reclamation, 
revendication, tax, requirement, 
enforcement, force, imposition, 
assessment. 

frivolity: (n) flippancy, giddiness, 
flightiness, frivolousness, silliness, 
triviality, frippery, prank; (adj, n) 
trifling, inconsistency; (adj) folly. 
ANTONYMS: (n) solemnity, 
substance, importance, reliability, 
responsibility. 

initiatory: (adj) initiative, first, 
inaugural, maiden, preliminary, 
introductory, inceptive, incipient, 
foremost, rudimentary, elementary. 

manliness: (n) manfulness, manhood, 
masculinity, energy, maleness, 
courage, gallantry, valor, sex, 
comeliness, developed manhood. 
ANTONYM: (n) femininity. 

officiously: (adv) meddlesomely, 
overbearingly, busily, impertinently, 
meddlingly, bossily, intrusively,  

obtrusively, imperiously, rudely, 
dictatorially. 

sheepish: (adj) coy, diffident, 
shamefaced, bashful, shy, guilty, 
embarrassed, nervous, skittish, faint-
hearted, pusillanimous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unabashed, 
proud. 

smirk: (n, v) simper, grin, grimace, 
beam; (v) leer, snicker, laugh; (adj) 
affected, smirky; (n) expression, 
grinning. 
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A good-tempered waggoner's patience has limits, and Tim was not to be urged 
further.%

"Well, then, David, ye're the lad to sing," said Ben, willing to show that he 
was not discomfited by this check.  "Sing 'My loove's a roos wi'out a thorn.'" 

The amatory David was a young man of an unconscious abstracted 
expression, which was due probably to a squint of superior intensity rather than 
to any mental characteristic; for he was not indifferent to Ben's invitation, but 
blushed and laughed and rubbed his sleeve over his mouth in a way that was 
regarded as a symptom of yielding.  And for some time the company appeared 
to be much in earnest about the desire to hear David's song.  But in vain.  The 
lyricism of the evening was in the cellar at present, and was not to be drawn 
from that retreat just yet. 

Meanwhile the conversation at the head of the table had taken a political 
turn.  Mr. Craig was not above talking politics occasionally, though he piqued 
himself rather on a wise insight than on specific information.  He saw so far 
beyond the mere facts of a case that really it was superfluous to know them. 

"I'm no reader o' the paper myself," he observed to-night, as he filled his pipe, 
"though I might read it fast enough if I liked, for there's Miss Lyddy has 'em and 
's done with 'em i' no time.  But there's Mills, now, sits i' the chimney-corner and 
reads the paper pretty nigh from morning to night, and when he's got to th' end 
on't he's more addle-headed than he was at the beginning.  He's full o' this peace 
now, as they talk on; he's been reading and reading, and thinks he's got to the 
bottom on't.  'Why, Lor' bless you, Mills,' says I, 'you see no more into this thing 
nor you can see into the middle of a potato.  I'll tell you what it is: you think it'll 
be a fine thing for the country.  And I'm not again' it--mark my words--I'm not 
again' it.  But it's my opinion as there's them at the head o' this country as are 
worse enemies to us nor Bony and all the mounseers he's got at 's back; for as for 
the mounseers, you may skewer half-a-dozen of 'em at once as if they war 
frogs.'" 

"Aye, aye," said Martin Poyser, listening with an air of much intelligence and 
edification, "they ne'er ate a bit o' beef i' their lives.  Mostly sallet, I reckon." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

abstracted: (adj) absentminded, 
separate, absent-minded, abstract, 
distrait, inattentive, pensive, 
preoccupied, remote, lost, vacant. 
ANTONYM: (adj) alert. 

addle-headed: (adj) addle-pated. 
amatory: (adj) amative, erotic, loving, 

amatorial, amatorious, amatorian, 
romantic, erotical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indifferent, unfriendly, cool. 

edification: (n) enlightenment, 
education, illumination, building,  

disenchantment, architecture, 
disillusionment, civilization, 
schooling, teaching, learning. 

good-tempered: (adj) good-natured, 
easy, complaisant, good-humored. 

lyricism: (n) musicalness, musicality, 
songfulness, ebullience, enthusiasm, 
exuberance. 

piqued: (adj) irritated, irate, hurt, 
irked, intoxicated, indignant, up in 
arms, in a huff, offended, huffy, 
excited. ANTONYM: (adj)  

unconcerned. 
regarded: (adj) reputed. 
sallet: (n) helmet. 
skewer: (v) spit, impale, spike, spear, 

pierce, transfix, prick; (n) corking pin, 
nail, brad, staple. 

sleeve: (n) arm, liner, cover, cuff, 
wristband, collar, socket, skin, 
sheath; (v) plexus, skein. 

squint: (n) look, strabismus, cast; (v) 
leer, skew, blink, squinch; (adj) 
sidelong, askant, cross-eyed, asquint. 
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"And says I to Mills," continued Mr. Craig, "'Will you try to make me believe 
as furriners like them can do us half th' harm them ministers do with their bad 
government?  If King George 'ud turn 'em all away and govern by himself, he'd 
see everything righted.  He might take on Billy Pitt again if he liked; but I don't 
see myself what we want wi' anybody besides King and Parliament.  It's that 
nest o' ministers does the mischief, I tell you.'"%

"Ah, it's fine talking," observed Mrs. Poyser, who was now seated near her 
husband, with Totty on her lap--"it's fine talking.  It's hard work to tell which is 
Old Harry when everybody's got boots on." 

"As for this peace," said Mr. Poyser, turning his head on one side in a 
dubitative manner and giving a precautionary puff to his pipe between each 
sentence, "I don't know.  Th' war's a fine thing for the country, an' how'll you 
keep up prices wi'out it?  An' them French are a wicked sort o' folks, by what I 
can make out.  What can you do better nor fight 'em?" 

"Ye're partly right there, Poyser," said Mr. Craig, "but I'm not again' the 
peace--to make a holiday for a bit.  We can break it when we like, an' I'm in no 
fear o' Bony, for all they talk so much o' his cliverness.  That's what I says to Mills 
this morning.  Lor' bless you, he sees no more through Bony!...why, I put him up 
to more in three minutes than he gets from's paper all the year round.  Says I, 
'Am I a gardener as knows his business, or arn't I, Mills?  Answer me that.'  'To 
be sure y' are, Craig,' says he-- he's not a bad fellow, Mills isn't, for a butler, but 
weak i' the head. 'Well,' says I, 'you talk o' Bony's cliverness; would it be any use 
my being a first-rate gardener if I'd got nought but a quagmire to work on?'  
'No,' says he.  'Well,' I says, 'that's just what it is wi' Bony.  I'll not deny but he 
may be a bit cliver--he's no Frenchman born, as I understand--but what's he got 
at's back but mounseers?'" 

Mr. Craig paused a moment with an emphatic stare after this triumphant 
specimen of Socratic argument, and then added, thumping the table rather 
fiercely, "Why, it's a sure thing--and there's them 'ull bear witness to't--as i' one 
regiment where there was one man a-missing, they put the regimentals on a big 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

deny: (v) controvert, rebuff, contradict, 
disavow, gainsay, reject, oppose, 
refuse, disown, abnegate, renounce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) affirm, claim, 
acknowledge, declare, maintain, 
agree, spoil, accept, accede, allow, 
argue. 

govern: (n, v) direct, control, reign, 
rule; (v) administer, dictate, 
dominate, manage, check, bridle, 
regulate. ANTONYM: (v) deregulate.

harm: (adj, n, v) damage, hurt; (adj, n)  

evil, detriment, injury; (n, v) abuse, 
wound, blemish, disadvantage; (n) 
bruise; (adj, v) injure. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) benefit, respect, help; (n) 
reparation, service; (v) enable, spoil, 
protect, defend, repair. 

nest: (n) den, lair, hole, burrow, home, 
beehive; (adj) brood, hive, litter; (adj, 
n) herd; (v) embed. 

precautionary: (adj) precautional, 
precaution, preventative, cautionary, 
precautious, provident, protective,  

preparatory, defensive. 
quagmire: (n) bog, marsh, morass, 

swamp, fen, quag, marish, moss, 
marshland; (adj) mud, slough. 
ANTONYM: (n) desert. 

regiment: (n) corps, battalion, legion, 
host, brigade, division, multitude, 
cohort; (v) control, organize, regulate. 

thumping: (adj) spanking, whacking, 
roaring, thudding, lubberly, 
walloping, lumpish, gaunt; (n) thud, 
thump, clump. 
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monkey, and they fit him as the shell fits the walnut, and you couldn't tell the 
monkey from the mounseers!" 

"Ah!  Think o' that, now!" said Mr. Poyser, impressed at once with the 
political bearings of the fact and with its striking interest as an anecdote in 
natural history.%

"Come, Craig," said Adam, "that's a little too strong.  You don't believe that.  
It's all nonsense about the French being such poor sticks.  Mr. Irwine's seen 'em 
in their own country, and he says they've plenty o' fine fellows among 'em.  And 
as for knowledge, and contrivances, and manufactures, there's a many things as 
we're a fine sight behind 'em in.  It's poor foolishness to run down your enemies.  
Why, Nelson and the rest of 'em 'ud have no merit i' beating 'em, if they were 
such offal as folks pretend." 

Mr. Poyser looked doubtfully at Mr. Craig, puzzled by this opposition of 
authorities.  Mr. Irwine's testimony was not to be disputed; but, on the other 
hand, Craig was a knowing fellow, and his view was less startling.  Martin had 
never "heard tell" of the French being good for much.  Mr. Craig had found no 
answer but such as was implied in taking a long draught of ale and then looking 
down fixedly at the proportions of his own leg, which he turned a little outward 
for that purpose, when Bartle Massey returned from the fireplace, where he had 
been smoking his first pipe in quiet, and broke the silence by saying, as he thrust 
his forefinger into the canister, "Why, Adam, how happened you not to be at 
church on Sunday?  Answer me that, you rascal.  The anthem went limping 
without you.  Are you going to disgrace your schoolmaster in his old age?" 

"No, Mr. Massey," said Adam.  "Mr. and Mrs. Poyser can tell you where I 
was.  I was in no bad company." 

"She's gone, Adam--gone to Snowfield," said Mr. Poyser, reminded of Dinah 
for the first time this evening.  "I thought you'd ha' persuaded her better.  
Nought 'ud hold her, but she must go yesterday forenoon.  The missis has hardly 
got over it.  I thought she'd ha' no sperrit for th' harvest supper." 
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anecdote: (n) tale, account, yarn, 
narrative, story, fable, relation, ana, 
fiction, trait, gossip. 

canister: (n) container, tin, case shot, 
case, cannister, box, bin, drum, jar, 
cartridge, canister shot. 

disputed: (adj) moot, disputable, 
opposed, open to discussion, 
uncertain, dubious, doubtful, 
debatable. 

fireplace: (n) chimney, fire, hearth, 
oven, stove, fire place, fireside,  

kitchen, niche, recess, furnace. 
limping: (n) lameness, gimp, 

claudication, gimpiness, gameness; 
(adj) hobbling, crippled, halting, 
inefficient, imperfect, claudicant. 

monkey: (n) imp, primate, scamp, 
rascal, battering ram; (v) tinker, 
meddle, tamper, trifle, cuckoo, echo. 

offal: (n) litter, waste, junk, leavings, 
trash, refuse, rubbish, dross, residue, 
organs, debris. 

proportions: (n) size, magnitude,  

capacity, scope, figure, confines, 
acreage. 

sticks: (n) backwoods, firewood, 
frontier, outskirts, suburb, town, 
wilderness, brushwood, high sticks; 
(adj) distant. 

walnut: (n) wood, walnut tree; (v) 
succotash, waffle, vanilla, trepang, 
porterhouse steak, supawn, salmis, 
sea slug, sauerkraut. 
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Mrs. Poyser had thought of Dinah several times since Adam had come in, but 
she had had "no heart" to mention the bad news.%

"What!" said Bartle, with an air of disgust.  "Was there a woman  concerned?  
Then I give you up, Adam." 

"But it's a woman you'n spoke well on, Bartle," said Mr. Poyser.  "Come now, 
you canna draw back; you said once as women wouldna ha' been a bad 
invention if they'd all been like Dinah." 

"I meant her voice, man--I meant her voice, that was all," said Bartle.  "I can 
bear to hear her speak without wanting to put wool in my ears.  As for other 
things, I daresay she's like the rest o' the women--thinks two and two 'll come to 
make five, if she cries and bothers enough about it." 

"Aye, aye!" said Mrs. Poyser; "one 'ud think, an' hear some folks talk, as the 
men war 'cute enough to count the corns in a bag o' wheat wi' only smelling at it.  
They can see through a barn-door, they can.  Perhaps that's the reason they can 
see so little o' this side on't." 

Martin Poyser shook with delighted laughter and winked at Adam, as much 
as to say the schoolmaster was in for it now. 

"Ah!" said Bartle sneeringly, "the women are quick enough--they're quick 
enough.  They know the rights of a story before they hear it, and can tell a man 
what his thoughts are before he knows 'em himself." 

"Like enough," said Mrs. Poyser, "for the men are mostly so slow, their 
thoughts overrun 'em, an' they can only catch 'em by the tail.  I can count a 
stocking-top while a man's getting's tongue ready an' when he outs wi' his 
speech at last, there's little broth to be made on't.  It's your dead chicks take the 
longest hatchin'.  Howiver, I'm not denyin' the women are foolish: God Almighty 
made 'em to match the men." 

"Match!" said Bartle.  "Aye, as vinegar matches one's teeth.  If a man says a 
word, his wife 'll match it with a contradiction; if he's a mind for hot meat, his 
wife 'll match it with cold bacon; if he laughs, she'll match him with 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bacon: (n) Francis bacon, statesman, 
solon, philosopher, lard, gammon, 
livelihood, pay, middlings, Roger 
bacon, salary. 

delighted: (adj) glad, cheerful, blissful, 
jubilant, happy, overjoyed, joyful, 
captivated, pleasant; (adj, v) pleased, 
elated. ANTONYMS: (adj) shocked, 
unhappy, sorrowful, depressed, 
melancholy, miserable, desolate, 
sorry, sad, down. 

disgust: (n) antipathy, aversion,  

abhorrence, abomination, detestation, 
dislike, repugnance; (n, v) shock, 
distaste; (v) nauseate, displease. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) delight; (n) love, 
attraction, liking, adoration; (v) 
attract, allure, charm, entice, please. 

invention: (n) fabrication, conception, 
fiction, imagination, creation, 
discovery, device, innovation, 
excogitation, artifice; (n, v) forgery. 
ANTONYM: (n) truth. 

laughs: (n) diversion, comedy,  

amusement, sport, recreation, 
merriment, entertainment, levity. 

smelling: (n) smell, flavor, scent, 
olfactory modality, sensing, sense of 
smell; (adj) redolent, scented, 
odorous, stinking, rotten. 

sneeringly: (adv) disdainfully, 
contemptuously, derisively, 
superciliously, snidely, scornfully, 
disrespectfully, condescendingly, 
sarcastically, sneering. 
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whimpering.  She's such a match as the horse-fly is to th' horse: she's got the right 
venom to sting him with--the right venom to sting him with." 

"Yes," said Mrs. Poyser, "I know what the men like--a poor soft, as 'ud simper 
at 'em like the picture o' the sun, whether they did right or wrong, an' say thank 
you for a kick, an' pretend she didna know which end she stood uppermost, till 
her husband told her.  That's what a man wants in a wife, mostly; he wants to 
make sure o' one fool as 'ull tell him he's wise.  But there's some men can do 
wi'out that--they think so much o' themselves a'ready.  An' that's how it is there's 
old bachelors." 

"Come, Craig," said Mr. Poyser jocosely, "you mun get married pretty quick, 
else you'll be set down for an old bachelor; an' you see what the women 'ull think 
on you." 

"Well," said Mr. Craig, willing to conciliate Mrs. Poyser and setting a high 
value on his own compliments, "I like a cleverish woman--a woman o' sperrit--a 
managing woman." 

"You're out there, Craig," said Bartle, dryly; "you're out there.  You judge o' 
your garden-stuff on a better plan than that.  You pick the things for what they 
can excel in--for what they can excel in.  You don't value your peas for their 
roots, or your carrots for their flowers.  Now, that's the way you should choose 
women.  Their cleverness 'll never come to much--never come to much--but they 
make excellent simpletons, ripe and strong- flavoured." 

"What dost say to that?" said Mr. Poyser, throwing himself back and looking 
merrily at his wife.%

"Say!" answered Mrs. Poyser, with dangerous fire kindling in her eye.  "Why, 
I say as some folks' tongues are like the clocks as run on strikin', not to tell you 
the time o' the day, but because there's summat wrong i' their own inside..." 

Mrs. Poyser would probably have brought her rejoinder to a further climax, 
if every one's attention had not at this moment been called to the other end of the 
table, where the lyricism, which had at first only manifested itself by David's 
sotto voce performance of "My love's a rose without a thorn," had gradually 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

conciliate: (v) appease, reconcile, 
assuage, propitiate, placate, mollify, 
pacify, calm, accommodate, mediate, 
allay. ANTONYM: (v) enrage. 

excel: (v) top, surpass, cap, outdo, 
pass, eclipse, beat, transcend, lead, 
outshine; (adj, v) better. 
ANTONYMS: (v) flunk, trail. 

jocosely: (adv) waggishly, jokingly, 
humorously, comically, in jest, 
facetiously, sportively, playfully, 
funnily, gaily, jestingly. 

kindling: (n) combustion, firing, 
ignition, lighting, tinder, fire, 
firewood, dismissal; (v) ignite, 
agitate, kindle. 

merrily: (adv) gaily, cheerfully, 
blithely, cheerily, gladly, gleefully, 
mirthfully, brightly, jovially, joyfully, 
gayly. ANTONYMS: (adv) sadly, 
anxiously, miserably, unhappily, 
carefully, despondently. 

rejoinder: (n) reply, comeback, 
response, riposte, return, reaction,  

demurrer, plea, replication, retort, 
objection. 

roots: (n) heredity, family, origin, line, 
extraction, ancestry. 

simper: (n, v) smile; (v) grin, sneer, 
leer, attitudinize, laugh; (n) 
expression. 

uppermost: (adj) top, upmost, upper, 
highest, chief, maximum, supreme, 
greatest, major, outermost; (n) main. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bottom, lowest, 
trivial, lower. 
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assumed a rather deafening and complex character.  Tim, thinking slightly of 
David's vocalization, was impelled to supersede that feeble buzz by a spirited 
commencement of "Three Merry Mowers," but David was not to be put down so 
easily, and showed himself capable of a copious crescendo, which was rendering 
it doubtful whether the rose would not predominate over the mowers, when old 
Kester, with an entirely unmoved and immovable aspect, suddenly set up a 
quavering treble--as if he had been an alarum, and the time was come for him to 
go off.%

The company at Alick's end of the table took this form of vocal entertainment 
very much as a matter of course, being free from musical prejudices; but Bartle 
Massey laid down his pipe and put his fingers in his ears; and Adam, who had 
been longing to go ever since he had heard Dinah was not in the house, rose and 
said he must bid good-night. 

"I'll go with you, lad," said Bartle; "I'll go with you before my ears are split." 
"I'll go round by the Common and see you home, if you like, Mr. Massey," 

said Adam. 
"Aye, aye!" said Bartle; "then we can have a bit o' talk together.  I never get 

hold of you now." 
"Eh!  It's a pity but you'd sit it out," said Martin Poyser.  "They'll all go soon, 

for th' missis niver lets 'em stay past ten." 
But Adam was resolute, so the good-nights were said, and the two friends 

turned out on their starlight walk together. 
"There's that poor fool, Vixen, whimpering for me at home," said Bartle.  "I 

can never bring her here with me for fear she should be struck with Mrs. Poyser's 
eye, and the poor bitch might go limping for ever after." 

"I've never any need to drive Gyp back," said Adam, laughing.  "He always 
turns back of his own head when he finds out I'm coming here." 

"Aye, aye," said Bartle.  "A terrible woman!--made of needles, made of 
needles.  But I stick to Martin--I shall always stick to Martin.  And he likes the 
needles, God help him!  He's a cushion made on purpose for 'em." 
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alarum: (n) alarm, alert, bell, alarm 
bell, alarm-bell, alerts, beat of drum, 
cry, sound of trumpet, signaling, 
signal of distress. 

bitch: (n, v) gripe, moan; (n) harlot, 
beef, slut, shrew, trollop, kick, hen, 
cunt; (v) complain. 

crescendo: (n) swell, intensity, 
volume, loudness, culmination, 
apogee; (adv) diminuendo, 
rallentando, staccato, legato; (adj) 
increasing. 

deafening: (adj) earsplitting, 
thunderous, shrill, piercing, noisy, 
massive, roaring, enormous, gigantic, 
tremendous; (v) thundering. 
ANTONYM: (adj) tranquil. 

quavering: (adj) trembling, tremulous, 
unsteady, shaky, shivering, shaking, 
decrepit, doddery, doddering. 

supersede: (n, v) supplant, displace; 
(v) substitute, replace, succeed, 
commute, annul, deputize, cut out, 
overrule; (n) remove. 

unmoved: (adj) apathetic, unaffected, 
indifferent, unconcerned, 
unimpressed, uninspired, 
dispassionate, imperturbable, calm, 
undisturbed, fixed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) affected, compliant, uptight, 
concerned, enthusiastic, tolerant, 
sensitive. 

vocalization: (n) voice, phonation, 
language, interpreter, vocalism, vox, 
communication, part, speech, 
representative, spokesperson. 
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"But she's a downright good-natur'd woman, for all that," said Adam, "and as 
true as the daylight.  She's a bit cross wi' the dogs when they offer to come in th' 
house, but if they depended on her, she'd take care and have 'em well fed.  If her 
tongue's keen, her heart's tender: I've seen that in times o' trouble.  She's one o' 
those women as are better than their word."%

"Well, well," said Bartle, "I don't say th' apple isn't sound at the core; but it 
sets my teeth on edge--it sets my teeth on edge." 
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apple: (n) Malus pumila, pome, earth, 
city, world, orchard apple tree; (v) 
apple slump, ball; (adj) green. 

core: (n) heart, essence, bosom, center, 
stone, kernel, mind, base; (adj, n) gist, 
marrow, quintessence. ANTONYMS: 
(n) exterior, outside, perimeter, 
surface, body, periphery, edge; (adj) 
secondary. 

downright: (adj, n) absolute; (adj, v) 
sheer, clear; (adj) dead, blunt, candid, 
plain; (adv) absolutely, thoroughly,  

wholly, decidedly. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) semi, limited, incomplete, 
questionable, slight; (adv) hardly. 

keen: (adj, v) eager, fresh, biting, brisk, 
avid; (adj) sharp, intense, intelligent, 
enthusiastic, exquisite, piercing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indifferent, 
apathetic, unenthusiastic, blunt, 
unwilling, reluctant, passive, stupid, 
unconcerned, lukewarm, 
disinterested. 

offer: (v) give, bestow, put, tender,  

extend, impart, introduce, advance, 
propose; (n) proposal, proposition. 
ANTONYMS: (v) refuse, withhold, 
take. 

trouble: (n, v) inconvenience, pain, 
bother, disquiet, disorder, worry, 
annoy, fuss, afflict, torment; (adj, n) 
difficulty. ANTONYMS: (v) please, 
help, assist, aid, placate, soothe, 
comfort; (n) fitness, pleasure, 
advantage, ease. 
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CHAPTER  L IV  

 
THE  MEETING  ON  THE  H ILL  

 
 

Adam understood Dinah's haste to go away, and drew hope rather than 
discouragement from it.  She was fearful lest the strength of her feeling towards 
him should hinder her from waiting and listening faithfully for the ultimate 
guiding voice from within.%

"I wish I'd asked her to write to me, though," he thought.  "And yet even that 
might disturb her a bit, perhaps.  She wants to be quite quiet in her old way for a 
while.  And I've no right to be impatient and interrupting her with my wishes.  
She's told me what her mind is, and she's not a woman to say one thing and 
mean another.  I'll wait patiently." 

That was Adam's wise resolution, and it throve excellently for the first two 
or three weeks on the nourishment it got from the remembrance of Dinah's 
confession that Sunday afternoon.  There is a wonderful amount of sustenance in 
the first few words of love.  But towards the middle of October the resolution 
began to dwindle perceptibly, and showed dangerous symptoms of exhaustion.  
The weeks were unusually long: Dinah must surely have had more than enough 
time to make up her mind.  Let a woman say what she will after she has once 
told a man that she loves him, he is a little too flushed and exalted with that first 
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discouragement: (n) dismay, 
disappointment, despair, determent, 
depression, deterrent, despondency, 
check, dejection, dissuasion, alarm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) incentive, boost, 
hopefulness. 

dwindle: (v) abate, diminish, decline, 
decrease, contract, recede, fade, fall, 
lessen, reduce, wane. ANTONYMS: 
(v) mushroom, accumulate, enlarge, 
expand, extend, grow, strengthen, 
rise. 

excellently: (adv) splendidly, 
beautifully, exquisitely, 
magnificently, finely, marvelously, 
goodly, worthily, grandly, primely, 
superbly. ANTONYMS: (adv) poorly, 
badly, terribly. 

interrupting: (adj) cross, interchanged, 
interpelling, meddlesome, adverse, 
defensive, contrary, interpellant, 
interruptive. 

perceptibly: (adv) discernibly, 
apparently, appreciably, manifestly,  

clearly, sensibly, markedly, 
conspicuously, recognizably, really, 
patently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
inaudibly, invisibly. 

sustenance: (n) living, food, 
maintenance, subsistence, fare, 
sustentation, provisions, 
nourishment, nutriment, aliment, 
livelihood. ANTONYM: (n) extras. 

write: (v) pen, indite, draw up, 
correspond, spell, record, publish, 
compile, draw, outline, type. 
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draught she offers him to care much about the taste of the second.  He treads the 
earth with a very elastic step as he walks away from her, and makes light of all 
difficulties.  But that sort of glow dies out: memory gets sadly diluted with time, 
and is not strong enough to revive us.  Adam was no longer so confident as he 
had been.  He began to fear that perhaps Dinah's old life would have too strong a 
grasp upon her for any new feeling to triumph.  If she had not felt this, she 
would surely have written to him to give him some comfort; but it appeared that 
she held it right to discourage him.  As Adam's confidence waned, his patience 
waned with it, and he thought he must write himself.  He must ask Dinah not to 
leave him in painful doubt longer than was needful.  He sat up late one night to 
write her a letter, but the next morning he burnt it, afraid of its effect.  It would 
be worse to have a discouraging answer by letter than from her own lips, for her 
presence reconciled him to her will.%

You perceive how it was: Adam was hungering for the sight of Dinah, and 
when that sort of hunger reaches a certain stage, a lover is likely to still it though 
he may have to put his future in pawn. 

But what harm could he do by going to Snowfield?  Dinah could not be 
displeased with him for it.  She had not forbidden him to go.  She must surely 
expect that he would go before long.  By the second Sunday in October this view 
of the case had become so clear to Adam that he was already on his way to 
Snowfield, on horseback this time, for his hours were precious now, and he had 
borrowed Jonathan Burge's good nag for the journey. 

What keen memories went along the road with him!  He had often been to 
Oakbourne and back since that first journey to Snowfield, but beyond 
Oakbourne the greystone walls, the broken country, the meagre trees, seemed to 
be telling him afresh the story of that painful past which he knew so well by 
heart.  But no story is the same to us after a lapse of time--or rather, we who read 
it are no longer the same interpreters--and Adam this morning brought with him 
new thoughts through that grey country, thoughts which gave an altered 
significance to its story of the past. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

borrowed: (adj) foreign, rubato, 
secondary. 

diluted: (adj) thin, watery, weak, 
insipid, tasteless, bland, sparse, rare, 
cut, washy, tame. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
straight, concentrated, undiluted, 
thickened, strengthened, enriched, 
thick. 

discourage: (n, v) daunt, intimidate, 
dampen, cow, abash; (v) dishearten, 
demoralize, depress, dismay, deject, 
dispirit. ANTONYMS: (v) encourage, 

promote, persuade, support, endorse, 
cheer, advocate, convince, urge, 
embolden, inspire. 

elastic: (adj) flexible, springy, soft, 
pliable, resilient, limber, pliant, 
yielding, ductile, buoyant; (n) rubber 
band. ANTONYMS: (adj) rigid, stiff, 
inflexible, inelastic, unadaptable, 
intolerant, firm, hard, unyielding. 

forbidden: (adj) banned, taboo, illegal, 
prohibited, contraband, illicit, 
verboten, proscribed, outlawed,  

illegitimate; (adj, adv) off-limits. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) allowed, 
permitted, permissible, legal, open. 

glow: (n, v) flush, gleam, shine, 
glimmer, glare, color, sparkle, beam; 
(v) burn, flare, kindle. ANTONYMS: 
(n) wanness, darkness, paleness; (v) 
pale, struggle. 

reconciled: (adj) consistent, resigned, 
serene, meet; (v) made friends, 
affriended. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unreconciled. 
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That is a base and selfish, even a blasphemous, spirit which rejoices and is 
thankful over the past evil that has blighted or crushed another, because it has 
been made a source of unforeseen good to ourselves.  Adam could never cease to 
mourn over that mystery of human sorrow which had been brought so close to 
him; he could never thank God for another's misery.  And if I were capable of 
that narrow-sighted joy in Adam's behalf, I should still know he was not the 
man to feel it for himself.  He would have shaken his head at such a sentiment 
and said, "Evil's evil, and sorrow's sorrow, and you can't alter it's natur by 
wrapping it up in other words.  Other folks were not created for my sake, that I 
should think all square when things turn out well for me." 

But it is not ignoble to feel that the fuller life which a sad experience has 
brought us is worth our own personal share of pain.  Surely it is not possible to 
feel otherwise, any more than it would be possible for a man with cataract to 
regret the painful process by which his dim blurred sight of men as trees walking 
had been exchanged for clear outline and effulgent day.  The growth of higher 
feeling within us is like the growth of faculty, bringing with it a sense of added 
strength.  We can no more wish to return to a narrower sympathy than a painter 
or a musician can wish to return to his cruder manner, or a philosopher to his 
less complete formula.%

Something like this sense of enlarged being was in Adam's mind this Sunday 
morning, as he rode along in vivid recollection of the past.  His feeling towards 
Dinah, the hope of passing his life with her, had been the distant unseen point 
towards which that hard journey from Snowfield eighteen months ago had been 
leading him.  Tender and deep as his love for Hetty had been--so deep that the 
roots of it would never be torn away--his love for Dinah was better and more 
precious to him, for it was the outgrowth of that fuller life which had come to 
him from his acquaintance with deep sorrow.  "It's like as if it was a new strength 
to me," he said to himself, "to love her and know as she loves me.  I shall look t' 
her to help me to see things right.  For she's better than I am-- there's less o' self 
in her, and pride.  And it's a feeling as gives you a sort o' liberty, as if you could 
walk more fearless, when you've more trust in another than y' have in yourself.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

behalf: (n) sake, part, interest, behoof, 
defense, lieu, good, stead, score, 
service, side. 

blasphemous: (adj, v) profane, 
irreverent, sacrilegious; (adj) 
ungodly, impious, irreligious, 
unconsecrated, godless, unholy, 
wicked; (v) desecrate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) reverent, devout, godly, 
religious. 

cataract: (n) waterfall, torrent, falls, 
deluge, cataclysm, amaurosis,  

blindness, angel, flood, prestriction; 
(v) pour. 

effulgent: (adj) beamy, beaming, 
brilliant, radiant, lucid, lustrous, 
luminous, resplendent, shining, 
incandescent; (adj, v) refulgent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, gloomy, 
murky, dark. 

ignoble: (adj) contemptible, abject, 
base, dishonorable, disgraceful, 
beggarly, mean, humble, degraded, 
despicable, caddish. ANTONYMS:  

(adj) honorable, glorious. 
musician: (n) singer, composer, 

instrumentalist, minstrel, clarinettist, 
lutenist, director, choirmaster, 
accompanist, harpsichordist, harpist. 

outgrowth: (n) excrescence, offshoot, 
growth, branch, process, offset, 
consequence, issue, appendix, result, 
outcome. 

wrapping: (n) covering, wrapper, 
envelope, bandage, wrap, swathe, 
case, packaging, plaster, film, lint. 
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I've always been thinking I knew better than them as belonged to me, and that's a 
poor sort o' life, when you can't look to them nearest to you t' help you with a bit 
better thought than what you've got inside you a'ready." 

It was more than two o'clock in the afternoon when Adam came in sight of 
the grey town on the hill-side and looked searchingly towards the green valley 
below, for the first glimpse of the old thatched roof near the ugly red mill.  The 
scene looked less harsh in the soft October sunshine than it had in the eager time 
of early spring, and the one grand charm it possessed in common with all wide-
stretching woodless regions--that it filled you with a new consciousness of the 
overarching sky--had a milder, more soothing influence than usual, on this 
almost cloudless day.  Adam's doubts and fears melted under this influence as 
the delicate weblike clouds had gradually melted away into the clear blue above 
him.  He seemed to see Dinah's gentle face assuring him, with its looks alone, of 
all he longed to know.%

He did not expect Dinah to be at home at this hour, but he got down from his 
horse and tied it at the little gate, that he might ask where she was gone to-day.  
He had set his mind on following her and bringing her home.  She was gone to 
Sloman's End, a hamlet about three miles off, over the hill, the old woman told 
him--had set off directly after morning chapel, to preach in a cottage there, as her 
habit was.  Anybody at the town would tell him the way to Sloman's End.  So 
Adam got on his horse again and rode to the town, putting up at the old inn and 
taking a hasty dinner there in the company of the too chatty landlord, from 
whose friendly questions and reminiscences he was glad to escape as soon as 
possible and set out towards Sloman's End.  With all his haste it was nearly four 
o'clock before he could set off, and he thought that as Dinah had gone so early, 
she would perhaps already be near returning.  The little, grey, desolate-looking 
hamlet, unscreened by sheltering trees, lay in sight long before he reached it, and 
as he came near he could hear the sound of voices singing a hymn.  "Perhaps 
that's the last hymn before they come away," Adam thought.  "I'll walk back a bit 
and turn again to meet her, farther off the village."  He walked back till he got 
nearly to the top of the hill again, and seated himself on a loose stone, against the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

chatty: (adj) gabby, garrulous, 
loquacious, familiar, informal, 
communicative, gossipy, voluble, 
talky, conversable, expansive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) taciturn, quiet, 
formal, silent, laconic, reticent, 
restrained, reserved. 

delicate: (adj) accurate, tender, dainty, 
refined, breakable, fragile, beautiful, 
brittle, soft, nice, frail. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inelegant, robust, heavy, sturdy, 
tough, careless, inaccurate, rough,  

well, substantial, unscrupulous. 
fears: (n) worries, uncertainties, 

doubts, qualms, misgivings. 
hamlet: (n) dorp, community, kraal, 

settlement, campong, crossroads, 
city, place, colony, neighborhood; 
(adv, n) town. 

reminiscences: (n) memoirs. 
searchingly: (adv) closely, piercingly, 

cuttingly, inquisitively, 
penetratingly, trenchantly, acutely, 
exhaustively, curiously, inquiringly,  

exploratorily. 
ugly: (adj, adv) surly; (adj) nasty, 

repulsive, frightful, forbidding, 
disagreeable, hideous, gruesome, 
evil, offensive, shocking. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, 
flowing, ornamental, nice, lovely, 
pleasant, safe, kind, gentle, 
appealing, agreeable. 

weblike: (adj) netted, lacy, webby, 
webbed, netlike, reticulated, 
reticular, reticulate, lacelike. 

 

  



George Eliot 595

low wall, to watch till he should see the little black figure leaving the hamlet and 
winding up the hill.  He chose this spot, almost at the top of the hill, because it 
was away from all eyes--no house, no cattle, not even a nibbling sheep near--no 
presence but the still lights and shadows and the great embracing sky.%

She was much longer coming than he expected.  He waited an hour at least 
watching for her and thinking of her, while the afternoon shadows lengthened 
and the light grew softer.  At last he saw the little black figure coming from 
between the grey houses and gradually approaching the foot of the hill.  Slowly, 
Adam thought, but Dinah was really walking at her usual pace, with a light quiet 
step.  Now she was beginning to wind along the path up the hill, but Adam 
would not move yet; he would not meet her too soon; he had set his heart on 
meeting her in this assured loneliness.  And now he began to fear lest he should 
startle her too much.  "Yet," he thought, "she's not one to be overstartled; she's 
always so calm and quiet, as if she was prepared for anything." 

What was she thinking of as she wound up the hill?  Perhaps she had found 
complete repose without him, and had ceased to feel any need of his love.  On 
the verge of a decision we all tremble: hope pauses with fluttering wings. 

But now at last she was very near, and Adam rose from the stone wall.  It 
happened that just as he walked forward, Dinah had paused and turned round 
to look back at the village--who does not pause and look back in mounting a hill?  
Adam was glad, for, with the fine instinct of a lover, he felt that it would be best 
for her to hear his voice before she saw him.  He came within three paces of her 
and then said, "Dinah!" She started without looking round, as if she connected 
the sound with no place.  "Dinah!" Adam said again.  He knew quite well what 
was in her mind.  She was so accustomed to think of impressions as purely 
spiritual monitions that she looked for no material visible accompaniment of the 
voice. 

But this second time she looked round.  What a look of yearning love it was 
that the mild grey eyes turned on the strong dark-eyed man!  She did not start 
again at the sight of him; she said nothing, but moved towards him so that his 
arm could clasp her round. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

connected: (adj, v) related; (adj) 
attached, allied, affiliated, coherent, 
linked, committed, conjoint, 
combined, relevant, consecutive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unrelated, 
separate, unimportant, disjoined, 
unaffiliated, disconnected, 
unattached, irrelevant. 

embracing: (n) embrace, hugging, 
kissing, taking on, implementation, 
espousal, clutches; (adj) twining, 
osculant, grasping, close. 

instinct: (n) impulse, urge, aptitude, 
gift, feeling, sixth sense, inherent 
aptitude, knack, inspiration, talent, 
genius. 

nibbling: (n) rate cutting, feeding, 
eating. 

pace: (n, v) walk, gait, rate, march, 
stride, footstep; (n) speed, tempo, 
rapidity, tread, celerity. 

spiritual: (adj) religious, holy, 
immaterial, incorporeal, pious, 
ethereal, mental, psychic, divine,  

metaphysical, unworldly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) physical, worldly, 
secular, earthly, tangible, 
uncommitted. 

startle: (n, v) start, jump; (v) frighten, 
scare, astonish, shock, astound, 
amaze, shake, threaten, electrify. 
ANTONYM: (v) soothe. 

verge: (n, v) edge, skirt; (n) boundary, 
brink, margin, limit, rim, bound, 
brim, side; (v) bend. ANTONYMS: 
(n) end, middle; (v) retreat. 
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And they walked on so in silence, while the warm tears fell.  Adam was 
content, and said nothing.  It was Dinah who spoke first.%

"Adam," she said, "it is the Divine Will.  My soul is so knit to yours that it is 
but a divided life I live without you.  And this moment, now you are with me, 
and I feel that our hearts are filled with the same love.  I have a fulness of 
strength to bear and do our heavenly Father's Will that I had lost before." 

Adam paused and looked into her sincere eyes. 
"Then we'll never part any more, Dinah, till death parts us." 
And they kissed each other with a deep joy. 
What greater thing is there for two human souls than to feel that they are 

joined for life--to strengthen each other in all labour, to rest on each other in all 
sorrow, to minister to each other in all pain, to be one with each other in silent 
unspeakable memories at the moment of the last parting? 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bear: (v) accept, take, stand, acquit, 
abide, allow, wear, comport, tolerate, 
convey, teem. ANTONYMS: (v) 
release, avoid, destroy, dodge, take, 
eradicate, evade, kill, refuse, erase; 
(n) bull. 

content: (n) meaning, matter, capacity, 
contents, subject; (n, v) contentment; 
(v) appease, please, satisfy, suffice; 
(adj) happy. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
discontent; (adj) tormented, unhappy, 
dissatisfied, rebellious, discontented, 

troubled; (adj, v) upset; (n) 
unhappiness, sadness; (v) trouble. 

divided: (adj) cleft, detached, 
distributed, forked, shared, 
separated, separate, disjointed, 
branched, pronged, disunited. 

joined: (adj) coupled, united, allied, 
connected, joint, associated, linked, 
amalgamated, concerted, 
incorporated; (n) joining. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disjointed, rival. 

pain: (n, v) hurt, afflict, ache, bother,  

torment, trouble, grieve, anguish; (n) 
ill, agony, nuisance. ANTONYMS: (v) 
encourage, cheer; (n) joy, peace, 
content, balm, ecstasy. 

warm: (adj) hot, affectionate, tender, 
ardent, cordial, fervent, lively, fond, 
loving, earnest, tepid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cold, unfriendly, aloof, reserved, 
hostile, uncaring, unenthusiastic, 
unwelcoming, stale, offhand; (v) chill. 

 

 

  



George Eliot 597

 
CHAPTER  LV  

 
MARRIAGE  BELLS  

 
 

In little more than a month after that meeting on the hill--on a rimy morning 
in departing November--Adam and Dinah were married.%

It was an event much thought of in the village.  All Mr. Burge's men had a 
holiday, and all Mr. Poyser's, and most of those who had a holiday appeared in 
their best clothes at the wedding.  I think there was hardly an inhabitant of 
Hayslope specially mentioned in this history and still resident in the parish on 
this November morning who was not either in church to see Adam and Dinah 
married, or near the church door to greet them as they came forth.  Mrs. Irwine 
and her daughters were waiting at the churchyard gates in their carriage (for 
they had a carriage now) to shake hands with the bride and bridegroom and 
wish them well; and in the absence of Miss Lydia Donnithorne at Bath, Mrs. Best, 
Mr. Mills, and Mr. Craig had felt it incumbent on them to represent "the family" 
at the Chase on the occasion.  The churchyard walk was quite lined with familiar 
faces, many of them faces that had first looked at Dinah when she preached on 
the Green.  And no wonder they showed this eager interest on her marriage 
morning, for nothing like Dinah and the history which had brought her and 
Adam Bede together had been known at Hayslope within the memory of man. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bride: (n) fiance, Bridget, Brigid, saint 
Brigid, saint Bridget, honeymooner, 
prioress, newlywed, participant, 
wife, bridegroom. ANTONYMS: (n) 
bridegroom, groom. 

greet: (n, v) receive; (v) address, 
acknowledge, hail, welcome, cry, 
salute, bid, weep, meet, recognize. 

incumbent: (adj, v) superimposed; (n) 
functionary, official, householder, 
occupant, parson, locum tenens, 
sojourner; (adj) compulsory; (v)  

supernatant, overlying. 
inhabitant: (n) denizen, resident, 

occupant, citizen, tenant, occupier, 
population, native, liver, indweller; 
(v) habitant. ANTONYM: (n) 
stranger. 

lined: (adj) wrinkled, creased, wrinkly, 
striped, streaked, ruled, banded, 
paved, worn, with stripes, 
windswept. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, plain, unlined, straight. 

occasion: (n, v) cause; (n) case, event,  

juncture, episode, incident; (v) bring 
about, create, beget, make, induce. 

resident: (n) occupant, dweller, tenant, 
occupier, lodger, denizen, citizen, 
house physician; (adj, n) native; (adj, 
n, v) resiant; (adj) inmate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) drifter, tramp, 
stranger, visitor, foreigner; (adj) 
migratory, nonresident. 

rimy: (adj) frosted, rimed, cold, icy, 
nipping, nippy, parky, rhyming, 
riming, rhymed, glacial. 
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Bessy Cranage, in her neatest cap and frock, was crying, though she did not 
exactly know why; for, as her cousin Wiry Ben, who stood near her, judiciously 
suggested, Dinah was not going away, and if Bessy was in low spirits, the best 
thing for her to do was to follow Dinah's example and marry an honest fellow 
who was ready to have her.  Next to Bessy, just within the church door, there 
were the Poyser children, peeping round the corner of the pews to get a sight of 
the mysterious ceremony; Totty's face wearing an unusual air of anxiety at the 
idea of seeing cousin Dinah come back looking rather old, for in Totty's 
experience no married people were young.%

I envy them all the sight they had when the marriage was fairly ended and 
Adam led Dinah out of church.  She was not in black this morning, for her Aunt 
Poyser would by no means allow such a risk of incurring bad luck, and had 
herself made a present of the wedding dress, made all of grey, though in the 
usual Quaker form, for on this point Dinah could not give way.  So the lily face 
looked out with sweet gravity from under a grey Quaker bonnet, neither smiling 
nor blushing, but with lips trembling a little under the weight of solemn feelings.  
Adam, as he pressed her arm to his side, walked with his old erectness and his 
head thrown rather backward as if to face all the world better.  But it was not 
because he was particularly proud this morning, as is the wont of bridegrooms, 
for his happiness was of a kind that had little reference to men's opinion of it.  
There was a tinge of sadness in his deep joy; Dinah knew it, and did not feel 
aggrieved. 

There were three other couples, following the bride and bridegroom: first, 
Martin Poyser, looking as cheery as a bright fire on this rimy morning, led quiet 
Mary Burge, the bridesmaid; then came Seth serenely happy, with Mrs. Poyser 
on his arm; and last of all Bartle Massey, with Lisbeth--Lisbeth in a new gown 
and bonnet, too busy with her pride in her son and her delight in possessing the 
one daughter she had desired to devise a single pretext for complaint. 

Bartle Massey had consented to attend the wedding at Adam's earnest 
request, under protest against marriage in general and the marriage of a sensible 
man in particular.  Nevertheless, Mr. Poyser had a joke against him after the 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

aggrieved: (adj) injured, offended, 
hurt, persecuted, harmed, pained, 
resentful, indignant, bitter, angry, 
affronted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assisted, comforted, happy, pleased, 
unaffected. 

bridesmaid: (v) bridesman; (n) 
woman, adult female, flower girl. 

devise: (v) contrive, conceive, invent, 
plan, create, concoct, design, arrange, 
frame, formulate, excogitate. 

envy: (v) begrudge, want; (n)  

enviousness, desire, heartburning, 
resentment, envies, heartburn, 
jealousy, hatred; (adj) jealous. 
ANTONYM: (n) generosity. 

joke: (n, v) banter; (n) hoax, fun, quip, 
gag, caper, game, antic, prank, 
humor; (v) tease. 

judiciously: (adv) prudently, 
sagaciously, shrewdly, discreetly, 
discerningly, politically, cautiously, 
logically, rationally, sensibly, 
soundly. ANTONYMS: (adv)  

foolishly, injudiciously, unwisely, 
illogically, imprudently. 

possessing: (adj) fruitive. 
tinge: (n, v) color, hue, tint, dye, stain, 

touch, tincture; (n) shade, cast, 
undertone; (adj, n, v) dash. 
ANTONYMS: (v) whiten, pale; (n) 
white, information, pallor. 

wont: (adj, n) use, custom, usage; (n) 
practice, tradition, cleanliness, 
assuetude, assuefaction, convention, 
rut; (v) practise. 
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wedding dinner, to the effect that in the vestry he had given the bride one more 
kiss than was necessary.%

Behind this last couple came Mr. Irwine, glad at heart over this good 
morning's work of joining Adam and Dinah.  For he had seen Adam in the worst 
moments of his sorrow; and what better harvest from that painful seed-time 
could there be than this?  The love that had brought hope and comfort in the 
hour of despair, the love that had found its way to the dark prison cell and to 
poor Hetty's darker soul--this strong gentle love was to be Adam's companion 
and helper till death. 

There was much shaking of hands mingled with "God bless you's" and other 
good wishes to the four couples, at the churchyard gate, Mr. Poyser answering 
for the rest with unwonted vivacity of tongue,  for he had all the appropriate 
wedding-day jokes at his command.  And the women, he observed, could never 
do anything but put finger in eye at a wedding.  Even Mrs. Poyser could not trust 
herself to speak as the neighbours shook hands with her, and Lisbeth began to 
cry in the face of the very first person who told her she was getting young again. 

Mr. Joshua Rann, having a slight touch of rheumatism, did not join in the 
ringing of the bells this morning, and, looking on with some contempt at these 
informal greetings which required no official co-operation from the clerk, began 
to hum in his musical bass, "Oh what a joyful thing it is," by way of preluding a 
little to the effect he intended to produce in the wedding psalm next Sunday. 

"That's a bit of good news to cheer Arthur," said Mr. Irwine to his mother, as 
they drove off.  "I shall write to him the first thing when we get home." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

answering: (adj) respondent, 
responsive, according, agreeing, 
responsory; (n) respondency. 

bass: (adj) deep, resonant, rich, 
sonorous, abstruse; (n) bass voice, 
basso, sea bass, bass clef, bast; (adv) 
accompaniment. ANTONYM: (adj) 
shrill. 

cheer: (v) animate, applaud, amuse, 
hearten, inspire, lighten; (n, v) 
comfort, delight, cry; (adj, v) 
embolden; (n) consolation.  

ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, boo, 
uncheerfulness, hiss, pessimism, 
raspberry; (v) depress, discourage, 
dissuade, complain, jeer. 

contempt: (n, v) scorn; (v) despise; (n) 
disrespect, derision, mockery, 
disregard, ridicule, shame, slight, 
reproach, discourtesy. ANTONYMS: 
(n) approval, admiration, regard, 
honor, esteem. 

helper: (n, v) assistant, aid, assistance; 
(n) acolyte, attendant, ally, associate, 

supporter, colleague, auxiliary, 
coadjutor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
detractor, enemy. 

tongue: (n) lingua, speech, idiom, 
dialect, clapper, glossa, natural 
language, striker, talk; (v) lick; (adj) 
flowing. 

vivacity: (adj, n) life, liveliness; (n) 
energy, vitality, enthusiasm, dash, 
spirit, vigor, happiness, sparkle, 
effervescence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
apathy, dullness, sluggishness. 

 





George Eliot 601

 
EP ILOGUE  

 
 

It is near the end of June, in 1807.  The workshops have been shut up half an 
hour or more in Adam Bede's timber-yard, which used to be Jonathan Burge's, 
and the mellow evening light is falling on the pleasant house with the buff walls 
and the soft grey thatch, very much as it did when we saw Adam bringing in the 
keys on that June evening nine years ago.%

There is a figure we know well, just come out of the house, and shading her 
eyes with her hands as she looks for something in the distance, for the rays that 
fall on her white borderless cap and her pale auburn hair are very dazzling.  But 
now she turns away from the sunlight and looks towards the door. 

We can see the sweet pale face quite well now: it is scarcely at all altered--
only a little fuller, to correspond to her more matronly figure, which still seems 
light and active enough in the plain black dress. 

"I see him, Seth," Dinah said, as she looked into the house.  "Let us go and 
meet him.  Come, Lisbeth, come with Mother." 

The last call was answered immediately by a small fair creature with pale 
auburn hair and grey eyes, little more than four years old, who ran out silently 
and put her hand into her mother's. 

"Come, Uncle Seth," said Dinah. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

fair: (adj) clear, beautiful, sweet, 
reasonable, dispassionate, average, 
fine, impartial; (adj, v) bright; (adj, 
adv) clean; (n) blonde. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) biased, unjust, exceptional, dark, 
partial, mismatched, unwarranted, 
foul, imbalanced, prejudiced, poor. 

falling: (n) descent, fall, downfall, 
degradation, depreciation; (adj) 
descending, decreasing, declining, 
tumbling, ebb, down. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) standing, increasing,  

burgeoning. 
plain: (adj) ordinary, comprehensible, 

intelligible, apparent, manifest, 
obvious, clear, simple; (adj, n) flat, 
homely, humble. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
elaborate, unclear, multicolored, 
mottled, ornate, concealed, attractive, 
confused, fussy, obscure, patterned. 

pleasant: (adj) jolly, amiable, 
agreeable, acceptable, nice, charming, 
kindly, facetious, joyful, pretty; (adj, 
v) pleasing. ANTONYMS: (adj)  

disgusting, horrible, repugnant, 
nasty, gruesome, unwelcome, harsh, 
shocking, disagreeable, foul, terrible. 

soft: (adj, adv) easy, quiet; (adj) limp, 
light, balmy, delicate, slack, loose, 
smooth; (adj, v) feeble; (adj, adv, v) 
low. ANTONYMS: (adj) hard, firm, 
harsh, loud, hoarse, stiff, rough, 
solid, strong, shrill, alcoholic. 

walls: (n) brickwork, buttresses, 
defenses, masonry, ramparts, 
fortifications. 
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"Aye, aye, we're coming," Seth answered from within, and presently 
appeared stooping under the doorway, being taller than usual by the black head 
of a sturdy two-year-old nephew, who had caused some delay by demanding to 
be carried on uncle's shoulder.%

"Better take him on thy arm, Seth," said Dinah, looking fondly at the stout 
black-eyed fellow.  "He's troublesome to thee so." 

"Nay, nay: Addy likes a ride on my shoulder.  I can carry him so for a bit."  A 
kindness which young Addy acknowledged by drumming his heels with 
promising force against Uncle Seth's chest.  But to walk by Dinah's side, and be 
tyrannized over by Dinah's and Adam's children, was Uncle Seth's earthly 
happiness. 

"Where didst see him?" asked Seth, as they walked on into the adjoining 
field.  "I can't catch sight of him anywhere." 

"Between the hedges by the roadside," said Dinah.  "I saw his hat and his 
shoulder.  There he is again." 

"Trust thee for catching sight of him if he's anywhere to be seen," said Seth, 
smiling.  "Thee't like poor mother used to be.  She was always on the look out for 
Adam, and could see him sooner than other folks, for all her eyes got dim." 

"He's been longer than he expected," said Dinah, taking Arthur's watch from 
a small side pocket and looking at it; "it's nigh upon seven now." 

"Aye, they'd have a deal to say to one another," said Seth, "and the meeting 
'ud touch 'em both pretty closish.  Why, it's getting on towards eight years since 
they parted." 

"Yes," said Dinah, "Adam was greatly moved this morning at the thought of 
the change he should see in the poor young man, from the sickness he has 
undergone, as well as the years which have changed us all.  And the death of the 
poor wanderer, when she was coming back to us, has been sorrow upon sorrow." 

"See, Addy," said Seth, lowering the young one to his arm now and pointing, 
"there's Father coming--at the far stile." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

adjoining: (adj) contiguous, neighbor, 
near, abutting, touching, 
conterminous, neighboring, 
immediate, next, vicinal; (adj, v) close. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) separate, divided, 
detached, apart, far. 

chest: (n) bosom, ark, bust, box, chest 
of drawers, case, hutch, bureau, 
caisson, casket, dresser. 

drumming: (n) roll, drums, sound, 
thump, pulse, barrelling, percussion, 
buzzing, stress, tapping, throb. 

lowering: (adj) heavy, dismal, gloomy, 
threatening, dark, glum, murky; (n) 
fall, drop, cut, decline. 

nephew: (n) aunt, grandnephew, 
brother's son, niece, cousin, uncle, 
kinsman. 

sturdy: (adj) strong, stout, solid, 
rugged, firm, mighty, robust, healthy, 
muscular; (adj, n) burly, brawny. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flimsy, puny, 
fragile, rickety, slight, ramshackle, 
infirm, frail, feeble, delicate, soft. 

troublesome: (adj) difficult, hard, 
arduous, bothersome, inconvenient, 
onerous, awkward, annoying, 
laborious, tough, heavy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, helpful, 
useful, advantageous, convenient, 
uncomplicated, delightful. 

wanderer: (n) vagabond, roamer, 
tramp, nomad, drifter, traveler, 
wayfarer, stranger, hobo, traveller; 
(n, v) rambler. 
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Dinah hastened her steps, and little Lisbeth ran on at her utmost speed till she 
clasped her father's leg.  Adam patted her head and lifted her up to kiss her, but 
Dinah could see the marks of agitation on his face as she approached him, and he 
put her arm within his in silence.%

"Well, youngster, must I take you?" he said, trying to smile, when Addy 
stretched out his arms--ready, with the usual baseness of  infancy, to give up his 
Uncle Seth at once, now there was some rarer patronage at hand. 

"It's cut me a good deal, Dinah," Adam said at last, when they were walking 
on. 

"Didst find him greatly altered?" said Dinah. 
"Why, he's altered and yet not altered.  I should ha' known him anywhere.  

But his colour's changed, and he looks sadly.  However, the doctors say he'll 
soon be set right in his own country air.  He's all sound in th' inside; it's only the 
fever shattered him so.  But he speaks just the same, and smiles at me just as he 
did when he was a lad.  It's wonderful how he's always had just the same sort o' 
look when he smiles." 

"I've never seen him smile, poor young man," said Dinah. 
"But thee wilt see him smile, to-morrow," said Adam.  "He asked after thee 

the first thing when he began to come round, and we could talk to one another.  
'I hope she isn't altered,' he said, 'I remember her face so well.'  I told him 'no,'" 
Adam continued, looking fondly at the eyes that were turned towards his, "only 
a bit plumper, as thee'dst a right to be after seven year.  'I may come and see her 
to-morrow, mayn't I?' he said; 'I long to tell her how I've thought of her all these 
years.'" 

"Didst tell him I'd always used the watch?" said Dinah. 
"Aye; and we talked a deal about thee, for he says he never saw a woman a 

bit like thee.  'I shall turn Methodist some day,' he said, 'when she preaches out of 
doors, and go to hear her.'  And I said, 'Nay, sir, you can't do that, for Conference 
has forbid the women preaching, and she's given it up, all but talking to the 
people a bit in their houses.'" 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

anywhere: (adv, n) anyplace; (adv) 
someplace, wherever, everywhere. 

baseness: (n) meanness, despicability, 
evil, depravity, wickedness, dirtiness, 
unworthiness, iniquity, infamy, 
lowness, villainy. ANTONYM: (n) 
goodness. 

greatly: (adv) badly, enormously, 
considerably, extremely, highly, 
vastly, immensely, mightily, hugely; 
(adj, adv) far, deeply. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) mildly, hardly, superficially,  

poorly, lightly, insignificantly, barely, 
moderately. 

infancy: (n) babyhood, cradle, 
beginning, birth, genesis, minority, 
early childhood, youth, nonage, 
adolescence, early days. ANTONYM: 
(n) maturity. 

marks: (v) score; (n) first baron marks 
of Broughton, footprint, imprints, 
inscription, path, script, Simon 
marks, symbols, trace, track. 

patronage: (n) condescension, aegis,  

clientele, favor, trade, backing, 
assistance, countenance, auspices, 
aid, championship. 

plumper: (n) election, referendum, 
initiative, vote, suffrage, voice, recall, 
poll. 

walking: (n) gait, ambulation, wading, 
shuffling, shambling, marching, 
noctambulism, traveling; (adv) afoot; 
(adj) moving, active. 

 

 



Adam Bede 604

"Ah," said Seth, who could not repress a comment on this point, "and a sore 
pity it was o' Conference; and if Dinah had seen as I did, we'd ha' left the 
Wesleyans and joined a body that 'ud put no bonds on Christian liberty."%

"Nay, lad, nay," said Adam, "she was right and thee wast wrong.  There's no 
rules so wise but what it's a pity for somebody or other.  Most o' the women do 
more harm nor good with their preaching--they've not got Dinah's gift nor her 
sperrit--and she's seen that, and she thought it right to set th' example o' 
submitting, for she's not held from other sorts o' teaching.  And I agree with her, 
and approve o' what she did." 

Seth was silent.  This was a standing subject of difference rarely alluded to, 
and Dinah, wishing to quit it at once, said, "Didst remember, Adam, to speak to 
Colonel Donnithorne the words my uncle and aunt entrusted to thee?" 

"Yes, and he's going to the Hall Farm with Mr. Irwine the day after to-
morrow.  Mr. Irwine came in while we were talking about it, and he would have 
it as the Colonel must see nobody but thee to-morrow.  He said--and he's in the 
right of it--as it'll be bad for him t' have his feelings stirred with seeing many 
people one after another.  'We must get you strong and hearty,' he said, 'that's the 
first thing to be done Arthur, and then you shall have your own way.  But I shall 
keep you under your old tutor's thumb till then.'  Mr. Irwine's fine and joyful at 
having him home again." 

Adam was silent a little while, and then said, "It was very cutting when we 
first saw one another.  He'd never heard about poor Hetty till Mr. Irwine met 
him in London, for the letters missed him on his journey.  The first thing he said 
to me, when we'd got hold o' one another's hands was, 'I could never do 
anything for her, Adam--she lived long enough for all the suffering--and I'd 
thought so of the time when I might do something for her.  But you told me the 
truth when you said to me once, "There's a sort of wrong that can never be made 
up for."'" 

"Why, there's Mr. and Mrs. Poyser coming in at the yard gate," said Seth. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

bonds: (n) securities, stock, stocks, 
handcuffs, irons, chains, servitude, 
common stock, confinement, 
preferred stock. 

cutting: (adj) biting, keen, caustic, 
bitter, acrimonious, incisive, raw; 
(adj, n) acute; (n) cut, slip; (adj, v) 
satirical. ANTONYMS: (adj) blunt, 
complimentary, flattering, kind, 
pleasant, hot, consoling; (n) 
extension, freedom, expansion, 
addition. 

gift: (adj, n, v) endowment, faculty, 
ability, talent; (n) donation, flair, 
bestowal; (n, v) award, present, boon; 
(adj, n) capacity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
penalty, forfeiture, failing. 

rules: (n) regulations, laws, law, 
ordinance, statute, etiquette, system, 
instructions, policy. 

submitting: (n) submission, 
delegation; (v) submit; (adj) ductile. 

thumb: (v) feel, flip, handle, leaf, 
touch, flick, hitch, riff; (n) pollex, bull 

nose, forefinger. 
wise: (adj) reasonable, sensible, sound, 

rational, sagacious, intelligent, 
prudent, shrewd, discreet; (adj, n) 
knowing; (n) method. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwise, stupid, ignorant, 
mistaken, illogical, reckless, naive, 
irrational, dense. 

yard: (n) court, courtyard, garden, 
backyard, barnyard, grounds, 
farmyard, quadrangle, close, 
enclosure, junkyard. 
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"So %there is," said Dinah.  "Run, Lisbeth, run to meet Aunt Poyser. Come in, 
Adam, and rest; it has been a hard day for thee." 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Thesaurus  

hard: (adj, n) austere, rough; (adj, v) 
grave, severe, acute; (adj) bad, 
difficult, strong, callous, cruel, tough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) easy, kind, soggy, 
tender, merciful, yielding, simple; 
(adv) lightly, gently, lackadaisically; 
(adj, adv) flexible. 

meet: (v) find, converge, assemble, 
gather, fulfill, congregate, answer, 
cross, confront, intersect; (adv, v) 
encounter. ANTONYMS: (v) diverge, 
disperse, separate, part, leave, differ, 

disband. 
rest: (adj, n) remnant, remainder, 

residue; (n, v) pause, balance, nap, 
relaxation, sleep; (n) recess, leisure; 
(v) remain. ANTONYMS: (n) activity, 
agitation, intensification; (v) change, 
stand, deteriorate. 
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GLOSSARY  

 
abbreviated: (adj) short, abridged, 

abbreviate, condensed, truncated, 
brief, compendious, cut, truncate, 
concise, reduced 

abeyance: (n) inaction, waiting, 
interruption, suspense, cessation, 
pause, reprieve, intermission, 
stoppage, inactiveness; (v) 
interregnum. ANTONYMS: (n) 
action, activity, continuance, 
continuation, prolongation, revival 

abide: (v) endure, bide, undergo, 
tolerate, take, suffer, stomach, bear, 
brook; (adj, v) stay, dwell. 
ANTONYMS: (v) check, depart, 
disallow, disapprove, disbelieve, 
journey, dodge, leave, migrate, 
move, pass 

abound: (v) swarm, teem, flow, 
overflow, burst; (n) exuberate, 
shower down, stream, rain, 
abundance; (adj) abundant. 
ANTONYM: (v) disperse 

abridgment: (n) summary, 
abridgement, synopsis, epitome, 
abbreviation, digest, precis, 
contraction, compendium, 
condensation, retrenchment. 
ANTONYM: (n) exposition 

abruptness: (n) gradient, shortness, 
slope, brusqueness, curtness, 
steepness, haste, hurriedness, 
rudeness, brevity, hastiness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) gradualness, 
courtesy, friendliness, gentleness, 
pleasantness 

absently: (adv) absentmindedly, 
missingly, lackingly, inattentively, 
wantingly, offly, deficiently, lostly, 
removedly, preoccupiedly, outly 

absolution: (n) remission, exemption, 
forgiveness, justification, release, 
exoneration, condonation, remittal, 
dispensation, redemption; (n, v) 
excuse. ANTONYMS: (n) 
conviction, intolerance 

absorbing: (adj) fascinating, 

engrossing, charming, enthralling, 
gripping, captivating, riveting, 
absorbent, attractive, readable; (adj, 
v) exciting. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
irksome, tedious, repellent, 
uninteresting 

abstracted: (adj) absentminded, 
separate, absent-minded, abstract, 
distrait, inattentive, pensive, 
preoccupied, remote, lost, vacant. 
ANTONYM: (adj) alert 

abstractedly: (adv) absently, 
distractedly, distantly, pensively, 
separately, preoccupiedly, 
abstractly, removedly, dreamily, 
absent-mindedly, scatterbrainedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) carefully, 
clearly, calmly 

abundantly: (adv) copiously, richly, 
fully, generously, bounteously, 
plentifully, plenteously, freely, 
exuberantly, largely, bountifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) fruitlessly, 
insufficiently, stingily, meagerly, 
scantily 

accommodated: (adj) meet 
accommodating: (adj) obliging, 

yielding, cooperative, docile, 
submissive, willing, kind, gracious, 
friendly, accommodative, easy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strict, alienating, 
disobliging, inflexible, intolerant, 
ungracious, unkind, unsympathetic, 
uncooperative, unaccommodating, 
resistant 

accompaniment: (n) concomitant, 
part, backing, escort, support, 
occurrence, protection, 
companionship, addition; (adv) 
second, bass 

accomplishment: (n) attainment, 
completion, exploit, performance, 
deed, skill, fulfillment, feat, action, 
act, acquisition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
abandonment, washout, flop, 
debacle, defeat 

accordance: (n) harmony, agreement, 

conformity, unison, concordance, 
coincidence, accordancy, admission, 
fitness, consensus, concent 

accordant: (adj) consonant, 
consistent, compatible, congruous, 
conformable, agreeable, concordant, 
consentient, unanimous, suitable; 
(adj, v) congenial. ANTONYM: (adj) 
discordant 

according: (adj) pursuant, consonant, 
equal, agreeable, harmonious, 
conformable, consistent, 
corresponding, respondent; (adv) 
correspondingly, accordingly 

accursed: (adj) execrable, abominable, 
detestable, accurst, hateful, damned, 
damnable, maledict, blasted; (v) 
atrocious, stranded 

accustomed: (adj, n) habitual; (adj) 
familiar, normal, wonted, usual, 
natural, everyday, ordinary, 
habituated, common, traditional. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unusual, green, 
unseasoned, unconventional, 
untrained, abnormal, 
uncharacteristic, exceptional 

acerbity: (adj, n) tartness; (n) 
bitterness, austerity, asperity, huff, 
rancour, disagreeableness, rudeness, 
fury; (adj) petulance, protervity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) kindness, 
mellowness, mildness, nectarous, 
sweetness 

ache: (n, v) hunger, pain, hurt, yen; 
(n) twinge, thirst; (v) long, yearn, 
itch, smart, pine. ANTONYMS: (v) 
help, assist; (n) comfort, ease, health, 
relief, joy 

aching: (adj) sore, achy, hurt, 
uncomfortable, tender, hurtful, 
agonizing; (n) ache, pain, hurting; 
(v) griped 

acorn: (n) acorn-shell, acorn squash, 
truck 

acquaintances: (n) associates 
acquainted: (adj) knowledgeable, 

informed, aware, cognizant, 
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conversant, hand and glove, 
intimate, thick; (adv) abreast; (v) 
inform, acquaint 

acrid: (adj, v) pungent; (adj) bitter, 
acerbic, caustic, sour, sharp, acerb, 
corrosive, hot, harsh, tart. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, savory, 
palatable, nice, flattering, delicious, 
kind, complimentary, amicable 

acutely: (adv) sharply, keenly, 
severely, astutely, piercingly, shrilly, 
cleverly; (adj, adv) intensely, 
extremely, gravely, critically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) chronically, 
mildly, slightly, faintly, vaguely, 
unexceptionally 

acuteness: (n) acuity, sharpness, 
acumen, discrimination, gravity, 
insight, sensitivity, perspicacity, 
penetration, keenness, intensity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) faintness, 
insignificance, dullness 

a-day: (n) target date 
addle-headed: (adj) addle-pated 
adept: (adj, n) expert; (adj) skillful, 

able, accomplished, experienced, 
capable, smart, clever, adroit; (n) 
virtuoso, whiz. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
incompetent, inept, awkward, 
bumbling, fumbling, unskilled 

adherence: (n) observance, loyalty, 
coherence, cohesion, commitment, 
tenacity, constancy, fidelity, 
devotion, attachment, faithfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) disloyalty, 
disobedience 

administering: (adj) administrative; 
(n) administration 

admirer: (n) enthusiast, fan, devotee, 
supporter, votary, worshiper, 
wooer, beau, fancier; (adj) suitor; 
(adj, n) lover 

admiring: (adj) admire, admiringly, 
loving, respectful, glowing, 
affectionate, amatory, appreciative, 
enthusiastic, flattering, approving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defamatory, 
critical, disdainful, disapproving, 
disrespectful, uncomplimentary 

admiringly: (adv) admire, lovingly, 
respectfully, reverently, 
approvingly, enthusiastically, 
affectionately, indulgently, kindly, 
dotingly, tenderly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) disrespectfully, ill 

admissible: (adj) receivable, 
plausible, permissible, passable, 
tolerable, justifiable, legitimate, 
unobjectionable, allowable, 
admittable; (adj, n) relevant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inadmissible, 
illegitimate, illegal, inapplicable, 

intolerable, irrelevant, unallowable, 
unfair, unsuitable, wrong, unjust 

admittance: (n) access, accession, 
introduction, door, matriculation, 
inlet, permit, entrance, entree, entry, 
input 

adoration: (n) admiration, adulation, 
cult, appreciation, reverence, 
glorification, idolization, homage, 
praise; (adj, n) devotion, passion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) hatred, 
detestation, despising, 
disparagement, revulsion, repulsion, 
disgust, disdain 

adoring: (adj) doting, adoringly, 
worship, adore, loving, worshiping, 
worshipping, warm, fervent, 
fanatical, devout. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) uncaring, disapproving, cold 

adorn: (v) deck, dress, embellish, 
ornament, beautify, enrich, grace, 
trim, garnish, gild, blazon. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mar, disfigure, 
deform, deface, damage, hurt 

adorning: (adj) decorative, 
ornamental, cultural; (n) adornment, 
decoration; (v) adorn 

advantageous: (adj) expedient, 
useful, auspicious, helpful, gainful, 
serviceable, convenient, lucky, 
worthwhile, beneficial; (adj, v) 
profitable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
useless, disadvantageous, 
detrimental, unhelpful, unfortunate, 
inauspicious, worthless, unpleasant 

adversary: (n) antagonist, foe, enemy, 
competitor, rival, opposition, 
opposer, contestant, match, 
somebody; (adj) hostile. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ally, supporter, 
friend, partner, helper, assistant 

affability: (n) geniality, courtesy, 
cordiality, amiability, affableness, 
politeness, friendliness, amenity, 
sociability, kindness, amiableness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unfriendliness, 
frostiness, incivility, remoteness, 
reserve, rudeness 

affectionate: (adj) fond, tender, kind, 
mild, devoted, ardent, warm, 
cordial, caring, brotherly; (adj, adv) 
fatherly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncaring, callous, undemonstrative, 
aloof, cool, disapproving, reserved, 
antagonistic, paternal, rough 

affectionately: (adv) lovingly, 
tenderly, warmly, dearly, caringly, 
devotedly, kindly, ardently, 
cordially, amorously, dotingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disapprovingly, 
frostily, roughly 

affections: (n) bosom 

afflicted: (adj) miserable, distressed, 
stricken, pitiful, sorrowful, ill, 
woeful, dejected, sorry; (v) afflict, 
displeased 

affliction: (n, v) adversity; (n) 
distress, regret, martyrdom, 
torment, curse, trial, bane, 
misadventure, sorrow, agony. 
ANTONYMS: (n) gift, godsend, 
solace, blessing 

afire: (adj) flaming, burning, blazing, 
fiery, on fire, glowing, aflare, 
aflame, in flames, passionate; (adj, v) 
alight 

afore: (adv) ahead, along, before, 
forwards, formerly, beforehand, 
previously; (adj) erewhile, 
aforehand, theretofore, preceding 

aforehand: (adj) theretofore, 
erewhile, ere; (adv) beforehand 

afresh: (adv) again, newly, over 
again, new, once again, freshly, once 
more, often; (adj) the other day, just 
now, only yesterday 

afterglow: (n) twilight, luster, 
glimmering, afterimage, radiance, 
glow, light, luminosity, persistance, 
ruddiness, spark 

aggravated: (adj) angry, infuriated, 
incensed, annoyed, vexed, intense, 
grievous, provoked, exasperated, 
afflictive. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
pleased 

aggrieved: (adj) injured, offended, 
hurt, persecuted, harmed, pained, 
resentful, indignant, bitter, angry, 
affronted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assisted, comforted, happy, pleased, 
unaffected 

agitated: (adj) upset, excited, 
nervous, restive, tumultuous, 
distressed, tense, jumpy, 
overwrought, anxious, alarmed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, lethargic, 
tranquil, relaxed, assured, cool, still 

agitating: (adj) stirring, provoking, 
poignant, vexatious, sensational, 
provocative, afflictive, terrific 

agoing: (adv) agate, afoot; (v) set on 
foot, set up 

agonized: (adj) distressed, painful, 
woeful, tormented, suffering, 
miserable, hurt 

agonizing: (adj, v) excruciating; (adj) 
painful, harrowing, poignant, 
grievous, agonising, torturous, 
heartbreaking, sore, anguished, 
aching. ANTONYMS: (adj) restful, 
painless, enjoyable, easy, bearable, 
wonderful, unemotional 

agreeable: (adj) accordant, nice, 
sweet, consistent, suitable, amusing, 
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enjoyable, affable; (adj, v) pleasant, 
desirable; (adj, n) acceptable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
discordant, unpleasant, nasty, 
unwilling, resistant, aggressive, 
repugnant, averse, stubborn, 
unacceptable 

agreeably: (adv) enjoyably, 
pleasantly, sympathetically, 
pleasingly, suitably, well, 
melodically, accordingly, affably, 
genially; (adv, v) happily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) disagreeably, 
incongruously, uncooperatively, 
unhelpfully, badly, stubbornly, 
harshly 

ailing: (adj) sickly, poorly, ill, unwell, 
bad, indisposed, unhealthy, invalid, 
morbid, weak; (n) illness. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) well, healthy, fit, 
robust, vigorous 

airs: (n, v) pretension; (n) affectation, 
pride, pose, pretensions, attitude; 
(adj, n) arrogance; (v) precisianism, 
euphuism, purism, pedantry. 
ANTONYMS: (n) humility, 
personality, realness, truthfulness, 
honesty 

airy: (adj) light, windy, aery, aerial, 
ethereal, insubstantial, sprightly, 
perky, volatile, aeriform, aired. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) airless, hot, 
massive, wooden, weighty, 
substantial, stifling, sluggish, 
ponderous, musty, lumbering 

akin: (adj) near, like, allied, 
equivalent, alike, similar, analogous, 
parallel, cognate, kindred, 
corresponding. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unconnected, alien, disconnected, 
dissimilar, different 

alacrity: (n) rapidity, speed, 
promptness, activity, preparedness, 
velocity, haste, swiftness, quickness, 
expedition; (adj) life. ANTONYMS: 
(n) aversion, reservation, reluctance, 
indifference, hesitance, dullness, 
disinclination, apathy, tardiness, 
delay 

alarming: (adj) scary, alarm, awful, 
formidable, shocking, appalling, 
awesome, dire, horrid, horrible, 
dreadful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
soothing, lovely, normal 

alarum: (n) alarm, alert, bell, alarm 
bell, alarm-bell, alerts, beat of drum, 
cry, sound of trumpet, signaling, 
signal of distress 

alehouse: (n) beerhouse, tavern, pub, 
public house, saloon, taphouse, 
mughouse, bar; (v) change 

alias: (n) pseudonym, pen name, nom 

de plume, name, assumed name, 
nickname, stage name, soubriquet, 
title, nom de Guerre; (adv) also 
called 

alienation: (n) estrangement, 
abalienation, disaffection, dislike, 
separation, transfer, breach, frenzy, 
insanity, conveyance; (adj) madness 

alight: (v) light, land, perch, 
dismount, get down, settle, get off, 
descend; (adj) ablaze, burning, 
blazing. ANTONYM: (v) mount 

allayed: (adj) quenched, slaked 
all-seeing: (adj) omniscient, almighty 
allusion: (n) innuendo, reference, 

cue, suggestion, mention, 
intimation, pointer, insinuation, 
implication, indication, clue 

almanac: (n) calendar, annual, year-
book, schedule, yearbook, almanack, 
record, instruction book, index, 
address list, annual report 

almighty: (adj) omnipotent, 
powerful, potent, great, supreme; 
(adj, n) divine; (n) lord, Jehovah, 
deity, God, godhead. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ineffectual, insignificant, lay, 
powerless, lowly 

alms-giving: (n) generosity, charity 
aloft: (adj, adv) overhead; (adv) up, 

on high, over, aloof, upwards, 
uphill, above ground; (prep) upon; 
(adj) eminent, lofty 

aloof: (adj) distant, reserved, cool, 
standoffish, unconcerned, 
indifferent, unfriendly, frigid, 
arrogant, cold; (adv) afar. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) friendly, 
involved, approachable, sociable, 
outgoing, open, enthusiastic, 
relaxed, communicative, affable, 
respectful 

alphabet: (n) rudiments, rudiment, 
elements, grammar, ABC, 
fundamentals, basics, first rudiment, 
first principle, outlines, abecedary 

alternately: (adv) alternatively, by 
turns, in turn, secondarily, 
reciprocally, mutually, off-and-on, 
rather, anthemwise, secondly; (adj, 
adv) on and off 

alternating: (adj) intermittent, 
recurrent, irregular, regular, every 
other, blinking, successive; (adv) 
back and forth. ANTONYM: (adj) 
direct 

amatory: (adj) amative, erotic, loving, 
amatorial, amatorious, amatorian, 
romantic, erotical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) indifferent, unfriendly, cool 

amber: (n) yellow, yellowness, 
electrum, ambergris, gold, brown, 

electron, gum; (adj) chromatic 
amen: (adj) right, correct; (n) Amon; 

(adv) positively, yes 
amends: (n) atonement, 

compensation, recompense, 
satisfaction, redress, damages, 
reprisal, indemnity, requital; (n, v) 
restitution, restoration 

amethyst: (adj, n) mauve, lavender, 
pale purple; (n) quartz, hyacinth, 
jacinth; (adj) gridelin, light purple, 
plum, chromatic, wine 

amiability: (n) geniality, affableness, 
kindness, friendliness, courtesy, 
cordiality, amiableness, affability, 
kindliness, joviality, hospitality. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unfriendliness, 
hostility, unkindness 

amiable: (adj) friendly, genial, 
agreeable, benign, complaisant, 
sweet, cordial, pleasant, likable, 
nice, lovely. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disagreeable, argumentative, 
aggressive, antisocial, unkind, 
hateful, mean, quarrelsome, rude, 
surly, cold 

amphitheatre: (n) amphitheater, 
arena, stadium, gallery, bowl, 
coliseum, colosseum 

amply: (adj, adv) abundantly, 
sufficiently; (adv) fully, well, 
lavishly, plentifully, richly, 
generously, enough, adequately, 
capaciously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
meagerly, inadequately, illiberally, 
sparingly, poorly 

amuse: (v) please, beguile, absorb, 
entertain, enjoy, disport, distract, 
delight, occupy, recreate, rejoice. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bore, dull, tire, 
annoy, anger, cloy, depress, weary, 
disappoint 

analytic: (adj) logical, calculable, 
computable, docimastic, numerable, 
statistical, clinical, methodical, 
psychic, questioning; (adv) 
analytically. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
synthetic, illogical 

anecdote: (n) tale, account, yarn, 
narrative, story, fable, relation, ana, 
fiction, trait, gossip 

angered: (adj) enraged, annoyed, 
angry, furious, incensed, anger, 
vexed, irritated, raging, exasperated, 
huffy 

angularity: (n) angular, angularness, 
bend, triangularity, rectangularity, 
plication, oblongness, jog, furcation, 
fold, crease 

annihilated: (adj) exterminated, lost, 
uncreated, wiped out, annihilate; (v) 
perished 
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annihilating: (adj) crushing, 
annihilative, destructive, withering, 
disrespectful 

anointed: (adj) hallowed, divine, 
greasy; (v) anoint 

anomaly: (n) aberration, 
anomalousness, deviation, 
abnormity, aberrant, peculiarity, 
irregularity, exception, deflection, 
informality, anachronism. 
ANTONYM: (n) normality 

anon: (adv) directly, immediately, 
early, readily, soon, instantly, again, 
forthwith, promptly, shortly, rath 

antagonism: (n) enmity, resistance, 
antithesis, aversion, conflict, hate, 
hostility, ill will, hatred, aggression, 
opposition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
friendliness, accord, goodwill, 
harmony, agreement, calm, 
cooperation, friendship, gentleness 

anteroom: (n) foyer, vestibule, 
antechamber, lobby, waiting room, 
room, hallway, sitting area, alcove, 
entrance hall 

anthem: (n) song, hymn, chorale, 
canticle, chant, choral, carol, psalm, 
paean, national anthem, chaunt 

antidote: (n) remedy, counterpoison, 
antifebrile, antipoison, antivenin, 
antispasmodic, curative, corrective, 
answer, antitoxin, solution. 
ANTONYM: (n) venom 

antithetic: (adj) antithetical, different, 
opposing, polar, contradictory 

anvil: (n) stithy, anvil blade, 
fulciment, block, stiddy, prop, anvil 
roll, Stith, stand 

apocryphal: (adj) untrue, 
questionable, fallacious, fictitious, 
spurious, antiscriptural, bogus, 
unreal, unauthenticated, 
ungrounded; (v) problematical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) authentic, 
doubtless, real, substantiated 

apollo: (adj) Aphrodite, Hyperion, 
narcissus, peri, houri; (n) aurora, 
Terpsichore, Euterpe, Phoebus 
Apollo, Orpheus, orb of day 

apologetic: (adj) regretful, sorry, 
contrite, penitent, rueful, alleged, 
ashamed, compunctious, 
deprecatory, apologize, regret. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) defensive, 
defiant, glad, recalcitrant, stubborn, 
unapologetic, unremorseful 

apologetically: (adv) contritely, 
penitently, regretfully, repentantly, 
ruefully, sorrily, ashamedly, 
compunctiously 

apparition: (n) ghost, phantom, 
spirit, spectre, hallucination, spook, 

shade, eidolon, wraith, advent; (n, v) 
vision 

appellation: (n) designation, 
denomination, title, name, 
nickname, epithet, moniker, term, 
appellative, cognomen, degree 

appoints: (v) appoint 
apportion: (v) allocate, assign, 

distribute, share, administer, award, 
dispense, deal, ration, portion out, 
divide. ANTONYMS: (v) hold, 
collect, assemble, keep 

apprehend: (v) arrest, comprehend, 
grasp, catch, understand, fathom, 
realize, sense, follow, nail; (adj, v) 
conceive. ANTONYMS: (v) 
misunderstand, discharge, free, 
liberate 

apprehended: (adj) arrested, seized, 
understood, under arrest, in 
custody, detained, appreciated, 
comprehended 

approbation: (n, v) praise; (n) 
applause, agreement, approval, 
acclaim, sanction, commendation, 
admiration, permission, 
appreciation, favor. ANTONYMS: 
(n) condemnation, disapproval, 
criticism 

appropriated: (adj) taken, destined, 
taken over, confiscate, confiscated, 
condemned, seized, reserved 

apricot: (n) apricot tree, peach, 
abricock, abricot, apricots, pink, 
orange, salmon pink, yellowish pink 

apropos: (adj) appropriate, 
applicable, apposite, eligible, apt, 
pertinent, germane, pat; (adv) 
timely, seasonably, incidentally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inappropriate, 
irrelevant, malapropos, unsuitable; 
(adv) irrelevantly, untimely, 
inopportunely 

aquiline: (adj) hooked, aduncous, 
angular, jagged, serrated, curved, 
bent, uncinated 

arabesque: (n) fret, molding, flourish, 
tracery, strapwork, listel, 
embroidery, decoration, coquillage, 
fillet 

arbour: (n) bower, pergola, 
summerhouse 

arcadia: (n) Happy Valley, Bowers of 
bliss, Agapemone, Elysian Fields, 
Shangri-la, Saturnia regna, paradise, 
utopia, heaven 

arched: (adj, v) bowed, arcuate; (adj) 
bent, vaulted, convex, arciform, 
arced, domed, hooked, hunched, 
crooked 

archway: (n) arcade, entry, 
entranceway, entryway, entree, 

doorway, entrance 
ardent: (adj, n) enthusiastic, glowing; 

(adj, v) burning, fervent, 
impassioned; (adj) keen, vehement, 
eager, warm, acute, fervid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) apathetic, cool, 
unenthusiastic, traitorous, mild, 
frigid, dispassionate, cold, disloyal, 
impassive, calm 

arduous: (adj) laborious, difficult, 
strenuous, onerous, heavy, uphill, 
severe, painful, trying, tough, 
troublesome. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
facile, simple, painless, refreshing, 
relaxing, insignificant, light, 
undemanding 

arduously: (adv) difficultly, 
troublesomely, toughly, hardly, 
severely, strenuously, heavily, 
toilsomely, exhaustingly, onerously, 
painstakingly 

argumentative: (adj) quarrelsome, 
litigious, controversial, 
cantankerous, combative, forensic, 
hostile, polemic, disputative, 
contrary, ratiocinative. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) amiable, 
friendly, agreeable, conciliatory, 
passive, gentle 

arithmetic: (adj) arithmetical, 
numerical; (n) calculation, 
computation, algorism, 
mathematics, math, estimate, 
weighing up; (v) fluxions, geometry 

artisan: (n) craftsman, artist, 
operative, machinist, journeyman, 
worker, workman, Wright, 
carpenter, tradesman; (adj) 
mechanic 

ascending: (adj) uphill, rising, 
assurgent, climbing, ascendent; (n) 
ascension, ascent, rise, advance, 
movement; (v) go up 

ascertained: (adj) discovered, 
determined; (v) absolute, 
recognized, received, noted, 
notorious, decisive, unmistakable, 
unequivocal, positive 

ascribed: (adj) accredited, qualified, 
credited, ascriptitious, additional, 
added. ANTONYM: (adj) unofficial 

askance: (adj) asquint, awry, askant, 
sidelong, oblique, indirect, squint; 
(adv) suspiciously, obliquely, 
mistrustfully, edgewise. 
ANTONYM: (adv) trustingly 

aslant: (adj) oblique, inclined, 
slanting, diagonal, sloping, wry, 
awry; (adj, adv) aslope; (adv) 
slantingly, obliquely, athwart. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) level; (adv) 
straight 
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assailing: (v) assail; (n) attack; (adj) 
aggressive, assailant, offensive 

assent: (n) acceptance, acquiescence, 
approval, agreement, compliance, 
admission, approbation; (v) accede, 
accord, agree; (adj, v) acquiesce. 
ANTONYMS: (v) resist, disagree, 
disapprove, reject, refuse; (n) 
disagreement, refusal, resistance 

assenting: (adj) assentient, 
consenting, acquiescent, unanimous, 
in accord, favorable; (n) agreement, 
accession, confession; (adv) 
consentingly; (v) agree. ANTONYM: 
(adj) conflicting 

assiduity: (n) application, diligence, 
assiduities, assiduousness, attention, 
ardour, tenacity, industriousness, 
persistence, perseverance, intentness 

assisting: (adj) aiding, auxiliary, 
subsidiary, suffragan, adjuvant, 
supporting, support, secondary, 
supplementary, assistant; (n) 
helping. ANTONYM: (adj) main 

assizes: (n) court of assize 
associating: (n) connection, reference 
assorted: (adj) different, 

miscellaneous, sundry, various, 
motley, varied, diverse, 
heterogeneous, multiple, manifold, 
pied. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
homogeneous, uniform, same, 
identical, matching, limited, few 

assuring: (adj) ensuring, insure, 
insuring, assure, ensure, giving 
confidence, securing, likely, 
promising 

asthmatically: (adv) wheezily, 
wheezingly 

astir: (adj) agog, lively, wakeful; 
(adv) afoot, abroach, about; (v) 
sparkling, up the qui vive, wrought 
up. ANTONYM: (adj) asleep 

astonish: (adj, v) astound; (adj, n, v) 
surprise; (adj) astonishing, 
surprised; (v) flabbergast, daze, 
confound, dazzle, stun, alarm, 
nonplus. ANTONYMS: (v) expect, 
bore 

astray: (adj, adv) adrift, off course; 
(adj) lost, wrong, disoriented, awry; 
(adv) amiss, widely, far, afield, 
aside. ANTONYM: (adj) accurate 

asunder: (adj, v) separate; (adv) 
aside, in two; (adj, adv) in Twain; 
(adj) loose, distant, adrift, aloof; (v) 
discrete, far between, free. 
ANTONYM: (adv) together 

athirst: (adj, v) thirsty; (adj) 
solicitous, avid, dry, eager, keen, 
agog; (v) lickerish, craving, 
ravening, with an empty stomach 

athwart: (adj, adv, n, prep) across; 
(adv, prep) aslant, cross; (adj, adv, 
prep) thwart; (adj, adv) crosswise; 
(adv) sideways, obliquely, 
transversely, traverse, overthwart, 
crossways 

atonement: (n) amends, reparation, 
satisfaction, compensation, penance, 
redress, redemption, reconciliation, 
recompense, propitiation, penitence 

attaching: (n) fastening; (adj) 
adhesive 

attire: (n, v) array, garb, apparel, 
wear; (n) costume, garment, outfit, 
clothes; (v) enrobe, clothe, dress up. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disrobe, bare, 
strip, unclothe; (n) nakedness 

attorneys: (n) lawyers, bar 
attributing: (n) reference 
auburn: (adj) bay, russet, reddish, 

foxy, coloured, dapple, coffee, 
chocolate, brunette; (adj, n) brown, 
tawny 

auctioneer: (n) broker, agent, 
attorney, secretary, solicitor, clerk, 
seller, underwriter, proctor, 
commission agent; (v) auction off 

audibly: (adv) loudly, clearly, out 
loud. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
imperceptibly, inaudibly, 
indistinctly, silently 

aught: (n) nil, zero, anything, ought, 
cypher, nix, cipher, naught, null, 
zip; (adj) any 

autumnal: (adj) maturer, vespertine. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) summery, 
vernal, wintry 

avail: (n, v) advantage, assist, aid, 
profit, benefit, help; (adj, n) service; 
(n) good, assistance, utility; (v) do. 
ANTONYMS: (v) useless, hurt, 
hinder, harm; (n) inappropriateness 

awaited: (adj) expected, appointed, 
scheduled, forthcoming, prospective 

awaken: (v) arouse, wake, rouse, call, 
stir, kindle, get up, raise, wake up, 
waken, revive. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dampen, calm, retire, suppress, 
spoil, quench, douse, stifle 

awakened: (adj) excited, aroused, 
awakens, awoke, interested 

awakening: (n) arousal, waking up, 
revival, disenchantment, 
awakenment, introduction, 
provocation; (adj) arousing, moving, 
animating; (v) awake. ANTONYM: 
(n) suppression 

awakens: (adj) awakened 
awaking: (n) waking, awakening 
awning: (n) screen, shade, tilt, 

sunblind, marquee, umbrella, blind, 
canopy, cover, tarpaulin, shelter 

awoke: (adj) awakened 
babble: (n, v) drivel, gossip, chat, 

burble, prattle; (v) ripple, gab, talk, 
blab, smatter, bubble. ANTONYMS: 
(n, v) stillness, quietness; (n) sense 

bachelor: (adj) single, unmarried, 
unattached; (n) unmarried man, 
graduate, knight bachelor, widower, 
old bachelor, spinster, adult male, 
agamist. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
married; (n) husband 

bachelorhood: (n) single, unmarried, 
spinsterhood, bachelorship, 
bachelorism 

backbone: (n) back, strength, nerve, 
courage, mainstay, pluck, spine, 
vertebral column, grit, stamina; (adj, 
n) bottom. ANTONYMS: (n) 
powerlessness, spinelessness, 
timidity, weakness 

backstairs: (adj) undercover, secret, 
cryptic, furtive, clandestine, 
confidential, hole-and-corner, 
subterranean, backdoor; (n) steps, 
staircase 

bagpipe: (n) wind, bagpipes, musette 
bailiff: (n) officer, underwriter, 

castellan, solicitor, seneschal, 
secretary, proctor, official, 
middleman, functionary, broker 

bake: (v) roast, broil, fire, fry, cook, 
stew, to bake, grill, scorch, toast, 
heat 

bakehouse: (n) bakeshop, backhouse, 
washhouse, patisserie, hothouse 

baking: (adj) hot, scorching, roasting, 
burning, boiling, sweltering, torrid; 
(n) cookery, cooking, stoving, firing. 
ANTONYM: (adj) fresh 

baldness: (n) nakedness, hairlessness, 
austerity, condition, status, 
bareness, starkness, bluntness, 
emptiness, male pattern baldness, 
phalacrosis. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hairiness, furriness 

bale: (n) load, affliction, package, 
misadventure, woe, shipment, 
cargo, pack, calamity, grief, accident 

balk: (n, v) frustrate; (n) hindrance, 
setback, barrier; (v) retard, prevent, 
flinch, traverse, hamper, baffle, foil. 
ANTONYMS: (v) aid, facilitate, 
help, proceed, progress, agree, 
approve 

ballad: (n) song, folk song, carol, 
poem, ballade, recitative, solfeggio, 
pastoral, recitativo, ditty, bravura 

ballast: (n) weight, ballasting, 
counterbalance, substance, freight; 
(adj) aplomb, unperturbed; (v) 
stabilize, load, poise, stabilise 

ballroom: (n) hall, commercial dance 
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hall, room, concert room, dance 
palace, music hall 

banish: (v) dispel, expel, displace, 
relegate, oust, expatriate, eject, 
dismiss, transport, cast out; (adj, v) 
exile. ANTONYMS: (v) keep, 
embrace, adopt, invite, include 

bank-note: (n) greenback 
barbarity: (n) atrocity, barbarousness, 

brutality, cruelty, savagery, 
viciousness, inhumanity, 
atrociousness, inhumaneness, 
boorishness, ruffianism. 
ANTONYMS: (n) refinement, nicety 

barbarous: (adj) barbaric, savage, 
gothic, brutal, heathen, truculent, 
rude, fell, ferocious, fierce, 
uncivilized. ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, 
cultured, civilized, sophisticated, 
refined, humane 

barking: (adj) latrant; (n) abay, 
latration 

barren: (adj, n) sterile; (adj) infertile, 
deserted, arid, void, dry, stark, 
meagre, fruitless, abortive; (n) 
waste. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
productive, lush, fruitful, 
developing, growing, profitable, 
rewarding, rich, sheltered, humid, 
populous 

barytone: (adj, n, v) baritone; (n) 
vocalist, singer, baritone horn, 
baritone voice 

basan: (n) Bazan 
baseness: (n) meanness, 

despicability, evil, depravity, 
wickedness, dirtiness, unworthiness, 
iniquity, infamy, lowness, villainy. 
ANTONYM: (n) goodness 

bashful: (adj) timid, diffident, 
ashamed, coy, backward, modest, 
shy, retiring, shrinking, mousy, 
blate. ANTONYMS: (adj) confident, 
loud, unabashed, swaggering, 
forward, brazen, brave, outgoing 

bassoon: (n) basset horn, serpent, 
contrafagotto, double bassoon, oboe, 
corno di bassetto, cor anglais, bass 
clarinet, corno Inglese, hautboy 

bated: (adj) weak, faint, decreased 
bathed: (adj) sweaty 
bats: (adj) nutty, loony, crackers, 

cracked, barmy, batty, balmy, goofy, 
wacky, nuts, loopy 

batter: (v) hammer, baste, break, club, 
slam, beat, mangle, buffet, smite, 
pound; (n) batsman 

beaming: (adj) bright, radiant, 
glowing, glad, beamy, cheerful, 
refulgent, sunny, luminous, 
resplendent, incandescent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gloomy, dark, 

dusky, frowning, sad, sullen, 
tenebrous 

bearable: (adj) endurable, sufferable, 
supportable, livable, admissible, 
allowable, sustainable, possible, 
reasonable, permissible, acceptable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) insufferable, 
intolerable 

bearings: (n) bearing, direction, crest, 
position 

beasts: (n) stock 
beatified: (adj) happy, joyful, blest, 

blissful, hallowed, holy 
beats: (n) beat, beatniks, Beat 

Generation 
beckon: (n, v) attract; (v) signal, 

summon, call, motion, sign, invite, 
gesture, nod, brandish, lure. 
ANTONYM: (v) repel 

beckoning: (adj) irresistible 
bedchamber: (n) bedroom, 

dormitory, room, sleeping room, 
master bedroom, boudoir 

bede: (n) St Baeda, saint Bede, saint 
Baeda, Baeda, the venerable Bede 

bedgown: (n) sac de Nuit 
beeches: (n) Fagus 
beehive: (n) hive, skep, yard, 

workplace, wharf, usine, receptacle, 
hairdo, forcing pit; (v) aviary, 
alveary 

befall: (v) bechance, become, happen, 
fall, arise, come about, occur, betide, 
chance, transpire, pass 

befalling: (adj) incident 
befitting: (adj) apt, becoming, 

suitable, apropos, decent, condign, 
fitting, fit; (adj, v) proper; (n) feat; 
(v) meet. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
improper, unbecoming, unfitting, 
unsuitable 

befriend: (v) friend, help, assist, 
sustain, promote, patronize, back, 
uphold; (n, v) favor; (adj) friendly; 
(n) take in hand. ANTONYMS: (v) 
shun, ignore, neglect, reject 

beggar: (n) mendicant, mumper, 
pauper, tramp, sponger, joker, poor 
man, cadger, bloke; (v) beg, 
pauperize. ANTONYM: (n) giver 

beggary: (n) poverty, want, begging, 
penury, pauperism, need, indigence, 
solicitation, misery, squalor, 
destitution 

begging: (n) mendicancy, request, 
plea; (v) asking, beg; (adj) 
beseeching, entreating, mendicant, 
imploring, suppliant, vagabond 

beginner: (n) novice, abecedarian, 
learner, entrant, freshman, 
greenhorn, founder, tenderfoot, 
recruit, newcomer, colt. 

ANTONYMS: (n) master, veteran, 
teacher, trainer 

beguiled: (adj) entranced, rapt, 
fascinated, infatuated, enchanted, 
delighted, charmed, captive, 
captivated 

beheld: (adj) visual 
behold: (v) see, view, contemplate, 

regard, perceive, observe, look, 
consider, discern, descry, watch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, disregard, 
ignore, overlook 

beholding: (n) fusion, seeing, visual 
perception, look 

believer: (adj, n) convert; (n) apostle, 
supporter, devotee, worshipper, 
abiogenist, zealot, religionist, 
proselyte, layman; (adj) pietist. 
ANTONYMS: (n) skeptic, 
nonbeliever, guru, God, leader, 
opponent 

belike: (adv) probably, likely, 
presumably, perhaps, believably, in 
all probability 

bellowing: (n) roaring, roar, bellows, 
hollo, holloa, rout, yowl, boation, 
mugiency, hollering; (adj) mugient 

bellows: (n) blower, lung, bellowing, 
blowpipe, organ; (v) air blower, air 
pump, fan, punkah, ventilator 

benches: (n) bleachers 
benefactor: (n) sponsor, patron, 

backer, supporter, giver, Good 
Samaritan, contributor, benefactress, 
philanthropist, helper, 
humanitarian. ANTONYMS: (n) 
antagonist, opposer, detractor 

beneficent: (adj) benevolent, kind, 
philanthropic, good, gracious, 
munificent, merciful, generous, 
eleemosynary, bounteous; (n) kindly 

benevolent: (adj) good, charitable, 
generous, kind, philanthropic, 
gracious, loving, amiable; (adj, n) 
beneficent, compassionate, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) malicious, 
unfeeling, mean, selfish, unkind, 
misanthropic, nasty, hardhearted, 
inhumane 

benignant: (adj) benevolent, benign, 
gracious, merciful, humane, kindly, 
kind, good, mild, genial, fond. 
ANTONYM: (adj) malign 

benignly: (adv) benignantly, genially, 
nicely, graciously, goodly, mildly, 
generously, complaisantly, 
benevolently, obligingly, humanely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) malevolently, 
cruelly, unkindly 

benumbed: (adj) torpid, asleep, stiff, 
insensible, dull, dead, numbed, 
hardened, drugged, uninterested, 
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cold 
beseech: (v) beg, crave, implore, ask, 

request, adjure, pray, sue, appeal, 
solicit, plead. ANTONYMS: (v) give, 
offer, grant, reject 

beseeching: (adj) begging, suppliant, 
imploring, pleading, precative, 
supplicatory, precatory, 
importunate; (n) prayer; (v) plead; 
(adv) beseechingly. ANTONYM: 
(adj) imperative 

besetment: (n) plague, nuisance, 
exasperation 

bestow: (v) give, confer, grant, 
impart, contribute, donate, apply, 
award; (adj, v) accord, allow, 
present. ANTONYMS: (v) deprive, 
refuse, withhold, retrieve, withdraw 

bestowal: (n) conferral, presentation, 
gift, endowment, contribution, 
bestowment, conferment, delivery, 
benefaction, gratuity, donation 

bethink: (v) recollect, mull, remind, 
recall, think, reflect, ponder, 
speculate, ruminate, consider, 
contemplate 

betimes: (adv) early, soon, anon, rath, 
betime, ahead of time, rathe 

betray: (v) deceive, bewray, sell, 
grass, dupe, reveal, mislead, 
disclose, accuse, befool, bamboozle. 
ANTONYMS: (v) protect, 
undeceive, hide, defend, withhold 

betrothal: (n) troth, espousal, 
betrothment, affiance, betroth, 
battle, alliance, ritual, betrothing, 
conflict, employment 

bewildering: (adj) astonishing, 
puzzling, perplexing, confusing, 
marvelous, mystifying, amazing, 
astounding, discomfit, upsetting, 
staggering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enlightening, simple, soothing 

bewitched: (adj) enchanted, 
fascinated, infatuated, magical, 
ensorcelled, doomed, captive, rapt, 
enamored, obsessed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) disgusted 

bewitching: (adj, v) charming, 
fascinating, captivating, engaging; 
(adj) attractive, seductive, lovely, 
winning, entrancing, enthralling; (v) 
bewitch 

bewitchment: (n) bewitchery, 
enchantment, glamour, spell, 
witchcraft, incantation, black magic, 
black art, charm, enthrallment, 
fascination 

bide: (v) abide, await, endure, bear, 
remain, last, dwell; (adj, v) tarry, 
wait; (adj) tolerate, stand. 
ANTONYMS: (v) go, move, hurry 

bilious: (adj) atrabilious, liverish, 
dyspeptic, queasy, irascible, 
saturnine, touchy, testy, splenetic, 
peppery; (v) jaundiced 

bitten: (adj) stung, rabid, annoyed; 
(v) smitten 

blackberry: (v) bloater, bouilli, 
bouillon, breadfruit, chop suey, 
blancmange; (n) drupelet, mulberry, 
bramble, black haw, blackberry 
bush 

blackness: (n) black, darkness, sable, 
gloom, nigritude, night, inkiness, 
dark, murk, murkiness, obscurity 

blacksmith: (n) farrier, horseshoer, 
forger, locksmith, metalworker, 
sailmaker, wheelwright, smithy, 
smith 

blameless: (adj) irreproachable, 
perfect, faultless, unimpeachable, 
pure, spotless, innocent, guiltless, 
inculpable, not guilty, clean. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) culpable, 
blameworthy, responsible, wrong, 
bad, sinful, shameful, flawed 

blanched: (adj) ashen, colorless, 
white, bleached, bloodless, 
benevolent, wan, pale, lightened, 
fair, faded 

blandishment: (n) cajolery, palaver, 
flattery, persuasion, blarney, 
sycophancy, blandiloquence, 
fascination, wheedling, temptation; 
(adj) augury 

blankly: (adj, adv) inanely, 
vacuously, expressionlessly; (adv) 
emptily, hollowly, voidly, cleanly, 
impassively, stupidly, whitely, 
inexpressively. ANTONYM: (adv) 
brightly 

blankness: (n) void, emptiness, 
vacancy, nothingness, space, 
bareness, inanition, vacuity, 
vacuum, disbelief, barrenness 

blasphemous: (adj, v) profane, 
irreverent, sacrilegious; (adj) 
ungodly, impious, irreligious, 
unconsecrated, godless, unholy, 
wicked; (v) desecrate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) reverent, devout, godly, 
religious 

blazing: (adj) flaming, afire, burning, 
ardent, aflame, glaring, bright, 
blatant, alight, passionate; (n) blaze. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) freezing, quiet 

bleached: (adj) blanched, artificial, 
attenuate, attenuated, biased, 
colored, coloured, dyed, faded, 
faint, fair 

bleating: (n) bleat, baaing 
blemish: (n, v) stain, scar, flaw, blot, 

slur; (n) defect, stigma, fault; (v) 

deface; (adj, n) imperfection; (adj, v) 
disfigure. ANTONYMS: (v) 
enhance, beautify, embellish, 
improve; (n) perfection, 
enhancement 

blended: (adj) mixed, miscellaneous, 
composite, assorted, alloyed, 
amalgamated, beaten, adulterate, 
conglomerate; (n) medley; (v) 
mingle 

blending: (n) mixture, amalgamation, 
combination, incorporation, union, 
synthesis, fusion, intermixture, 
concoction, centralization; (adj) 
merging. ANTONYM: (n) 
separation 

blessedness: (n) happiness, bliss, 
felicity, holiness, welfare, blessing, 
good luck, prosperity, ecstasy 

blessings: (n) blessing, godsend 
blest: (adj) blessed, fortunate, 

beatified, blissful, blame, blasted, 
blamed, golden, glorious, favored 

blight: (n, v) blast, decay, plague; (v) 
damage, wither, blemish, perish; (n) 
bane, pest, curse, rust. ANTONYMS: 
(v) aid, help, guard, protect, 
enhance, improve; (n) health, boon, 
bounty 

blighted: (v) broken, wasted, rotten, 
moldering, effete, cankered; (adj) 
spoilt, ill-fated, bleak, blasted, bad 

blighting: (adj) biting 
blinded: (adj) blindfolded, blinder, 

blindly, reckless, unsighted, 
blindfold, dizzy 

blindly: (adv) darkly, dimly, 
blindfoldly, purblindly, obscurely, 
heedlessly, unreasoningly, 
blindfold, unsightedly, 
inconsiderately, ignorantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sensibly, 
carefully, considerately, purposely 

blindness: (n) cecity, sightlessness, 
ablepsy, ignorance, prestriction, 
excecation, cataract, fog, anopia; 
(adj, n) darkness; (adj) anopsy 

blinking: (adj) flickering, bally, 
blooming; (adj, n) winking; (n) 
shimmer, blink, wink, twinkling, 
nictation, blink of an eye, nictitation 

blockhead: (n) dunderhead, ass, 
idiot, beetlehead, dunce, dolt, fool, 
loggerhead, muttonhead, 
knucklehead; (n, v) block 

bloodless: (adj) white, livid, dead, 
pale, pasty, wan, exsanguine, 
blanched, anaemic, ghastly, watery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) robust, 
sanguine, rosy, bloody, florid, 
caring, lively 

bloodshot: (n) inflamed 
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blooming: (adj) rosy, thriving, 
flourishing, healthy, prosperous, 
ruddy, booming, blossoming, 
cherry, verdant, green. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) arid, pale 

blossom: (adj, n, v) flower, blow; (n, 
v) bud; (n) blooming, heyday, 
efflorescence; (v) prosper, flourish, 
thrive, progress, unfold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) wither, 
deteriorate, struggle, shrivel, shrink, 
fade, die; (n) withering 

blossoming: (n) bloom, florescence, 
flowering, anthesis, blossom, 
efflorescence, inflorescence, 
ontogeny, ontogenesis; (adj) 
budding, growing. ANTONYM: 
(adj) failing 

blotched: (adj) splotched, maculate 
blowsy: (adj) slatternly, untidy, 

sluttish, dowdy, ruddy 
blunder: (n, v) mistake, stumble, slip, 

botch; (adj, n) fault; (n) error, gaffe, 
trip; (v) fail, fumble; (adj, n, v) miss. 
ANTONYMS: (v) succeed, correct, 
accomplish, achieve; (n) 
achievement 

blunderer: (n) fumbler, incompetent, 
blunder, blunderhead, oaf, blooper, 
bumbler, butcher, fuckup, bloomer, 
stumbler 

blundering: (adj) clumsy, tactless, 
inept, maladroit, ungainly, 
unthinking, ridiculous, obtuse, 
oblivious, lumbering, insensitive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) graceful, 
sensitive, dexterous 

blurred: (adj) fuzzy, indistinct, foggy, 
blurry, bleary, vague, out of focus, 
blear, cloudy, clouded, dim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sharp, definite, 
distinct, precise, certain 

blush: (n, v) glow, color; (v) redden, 
crimson; (n) red, bloom, rosiness, 
ruddiness, redness; (adj) bashful; 
(adv) blushingly. ANTONYMS: (v) 
blanch, pale, blench; (n) paleness 

blushing: (adj) rosy, coy, blushful, 
flushed, red, shy, bashful, 
overmodest, ruddy; (adv) 
blushingly, ablush. ANTONYM: 
(adj) pale 

boarding: (n) embarkation, 
embarkment, boards, construction, 
departure, going, leaving, escalade, 
structure, lodging, board fence. 
ANTONYM: (n) debarkation 

boasting: (n) bluster, bravado, 
rodomontade, swagger, 
braggadocio, ostentation, show; (v) 
brag; (adj) swaggering, vaporing, 
strutting 

bolted: (adj) barred, Bolten, secured, 
firm, barricaded, blockaded, bolted 
attachment, fast, fastened, latched, 
tight 

bonhomie: (n) geniality, affability, 
affableness, amiability, friendliness, 
munificence, cordiality, joviality; 
(adj) naivete, candor, sincerity 

bonnet: (n) cap, protection, chapeau, 
tile, wimple, beret, lid, cowling, 
castor, poke bonnet, sunbonnet 

bonny: (adj) fine, comely, bonnie, 
lovely, neat, beautiful, bunny, Idzo, 
pleasant, dainty, becoming 

bony: (adj) osseous, gaunt, lean, thin, 
emaciated, scrawny, skinny, 
angular, lanky, meager, boney. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plump, boneless, 
fat, stout 

bookcase: (n) bookshelf, cupboard, 
library, closet, furniture, cabinet, 
secretaire, article of furniture, 
davenport, till, sideboard 

booming: (adj) thriving, roaring, 
flourishing, successful, loud, 
blooming, prospering, palmy, 
resonant, wealthy, deep. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) failing, quiet, 
poor, weak, shrill, thin 

booted: (adj) shod, shoder 
bordered: (adj) fringed, edged, 

delimited, surrounded 
bordering: (adj) abutting, adjoining, 

conterminous, contiguous, frontier, 
next, neighboring, nearby, near, 
approximate, fringent 

bosom: (n) heart, interior, boob, 
thorax, chest, bust, tit; (n, v) 
embrace; (v) cherish, hug; (adj) 
intimate. ANTONYMS: (n) outside, 
exteriority 

bottomless: (adj) limitless, infinite, 
deep, unlimited, profound, 
immeasurable, fathomless, 
boundless, unfounded, groundless, 
unplumbed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shallow, bottomed, limited, 
restricted 

boudoir: (n) bedchamber, bedroom, 
master bedroom 

bough: (n) arm, limb, bow, member, 
tigella, ramage, offshoot, 
ramification, spray, sprig, stem 

boulder: (n) bowlder, rock, cliff; (adj) 
ball, sphere, globe 

bovine: (adj) stolid, animal, crass, 
canine, fishy, vaccine, feline, 
lumbering, slothful; (n) ox, cattle 

bowing: (n) obeisance, playing, 
gesticulation, capitulation, 
genuflection, scraping, submission; 
(adj) bowed, bent, fawning, 

submissive 
boyhood: (n) babyhood, adolescence, 

youth, youthhood, infancy, 
girlhood, age, boyism, puberty. 
ANTONYM: (n) adulthood 

boyish: (adj) young, puerile, 
adolescent, youthful, babyish, 
childish, girlish, kittenish, boylike, 
callow, immature. ANTONYM: (adj) 
mature 

bracelets: (n) trinkets, jewels, 
necklaces, charms, costume jewelry, 
ornaments 

branched: (adj) bifurcate, branching, 
ramous, ramose, divided, biramous, 
branchy, prongy, bearing branches, 
split, pronged 

brand-new: (adj) fresh, new, up-to-
date, virgin, early 

bravely: (adv) courageously, 
fearlessly, valiantly, boldly, 
intrepidly, dauntlessly, gallantly, 
audaciously, undauntedly, 
heroically, doughtily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) timidly, fearfully, execrably, 
nervously 

bravo: (v) murderer, slayer, Cain, 
matador, sabreur; (n) thug, 
liquidator; (adj) bully, hotspur, 
enfant perdu, scapegrace 

brawny: (adj, n) hefty, burly; (adj) 
strong, athletic, sturdy, strapping, 
beefy, powerful, robust, stalwart, 
mighty. ANTONYMS: (adj) skinny, 
puny, weak, frail, powerless, 
delicate, feeble 

breeches: (n) knickers, inexpressibles, 
knickerbockers, brogues, short, 
smalls, overalls, small clothes, pants, 
trousers, pantaloons 

breezy: (adj) windy, blowy, gusty, 
jaunty, gay, merry, jolly, blithe, 
jocund, chilly, bright. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) still, morose, spiritless, sad, 
quiet, peaceful, heavyhearted, 
heavy, depressed, bland, becalmed 

brethren: (n) congregation, assembly, 
brother, people, laity, family, flock, 
fold 

brewed: (adj) alcoholic, done, 
meshed 

brewing: (v) preparing, forthcoming, 
culinary art, brooding; (n) 
production; (adj) impending, 
destined, imminent 

bribed: (prep) bought 
bridegroom: (v) bride; (n) 

honeymooner, newlywed, 
participant, fiance, husband. 
ANTONYM: (n) wife 

bridesmaid: (v) bridesman; (n) 
woman, adult female, flower girl 
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bridle: (n, v) curb, check, control, 
snaffle, rein, leash; (n) arrest, reins, 
brake; (v) inhibit, contain. 
ANTONYMS: (v) unbridle, 
unharness, release 

brighten: (adj, v) clear up; (v) light, 
illuminate, burnish, clear, gild, 
glow, perk up, cheer, irradiate, 
enliven. ANTONYMS: (v) upset, 
sadden, overcast, fade, dim, depress, 
blacken, spoil 

bright-eyed: (adj) well 
brightness: (n) luminance, light, 

shine, clarity, lustre, glow, glare, 
glitter, luminosity; (n, v) 
illumination, gloss. ANTONYMS: 
(n) cloudiness, murkiness, dimness, 
darkness, mistiness, softness, 
sadness, bleakness, dirtiness, 
pessimism; (adv) seriously 

brimstone: (n) native sulphur, sulfur, 
native sulfur, atomic number 

brink: (n, v) edge; (n) border, hem, 
threshold, boundary, brim, shore, 
periphery, lip, margin, limit. 
ANTONYMS: (n) middle, interior, 
end 

bristles: (n) beard, five o'clock 
shadow 

bristly: (adj) barbed, thorny, rough, 
spiny, stiff, hairy, setaceous, briery, 
bristled, barbellate, briary. 
ANTONYM: (adj) soft 

britannia: (n) United Kingdom 
briton: (n) Breton , Englishman, brit, 

patrial 
broached: (adv) astir, afoot 
broadening: (n) widening, extension, 

expansion, increase, enlargement, 
lengthening; (v) widen; (adj) 
cultural. ANTONYM: (n) narrowing 

brocade: (n) brocatelle, cloth, fabric, 
fringe, galloon, lace, trapping, 
edging, embroidery 

brocaded: (adj) raised, decorated, 
kincob 

bronzed: (adj) bronze, browned, tan, 
suntanned, sunburned, ruddy, 
brunet, brown, brunette. 
ANTONYM: (adj) pale 

brood: (n, v) breed; (v) sulk, think, 
incubate; (n) offspring, issue, 
progeny, young, posterity, family; 
(adj, n) herd. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reassure, delight, console 

brooding: (adj) pondering, 
thoughtful, contemplative, hatching, 
meditative, pensive, wistful; (v) 
brewing, batching; (n) chick 
management, parturition. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shallow, 
cheerful 

brooklet: (v) streamlet; (n) creek 
broth: (n) bouillon, gravy, consomm, 

beef tea, stock, brew; (n, v) liquor, 
puree; (v) pottage, potage, beverage 

brotherly: (adj) brotherlike, 
sympathetic, cordial, neighborly, 
harmonious, amicable, affectionate, 
sisterly, fatherly; (adv) 
sympathetically, fraternally. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sisterly, 
uncompassionate, unfriendly, 
unneighborly, sororal, antagonistic, 
uncompanionable 

brows: (n) brow 
bruise: (n, v) hurt, wound; (v) crush, 

pound, mash, contuse, grind, bray; 
(n) contusion, hematoma; (adj, n) 
buffet 

bruised: (adj) wounded, hurt, raw, 
sore, livid, tender, sensitive, rotten, 
surbet, sore to the touch, painful 

brunette: (adj) dark, brown, swarthy, 
tan, russet, chocolate; (n) tanned, 
person, somebody, soul, someone. 
ANTONYM: (n) blonde 

brushwood: (n) brush, underwood, 
undergrowth, brake, scrub, 
underbrush, firewood, spinney, 
thicket, bushes, copse 

brusque: (adj) blunt, curt, 
discourteous, short, gruff, surly, 
brief, bluff, rude, uncouth, hasty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) gracious, 
courteous, considerate, kind, civil, 
gentle, friendly, rambling, hesitant 

brute: (adj) brutal, harsh, gruff, 
brutish; (adj, n) animal, savage; (n) 
barbarian, fiend, creature, monster; 
(adv) beastly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
weak, refined, mild, gentle; (n) 
gentleman 

buckled: (v) wreathy, frizzly, crepe; 
(adj) warped, misshapen, 
malformed, distorted, askew, 
deformed 

bucolic: (adj, n) pastoral, provincial; 
(adj) rural, rustic, idyllic, country, 
countrified; (n) eclogue, idyl, idyll, 
peasant 

budding: (adj) blossoming, emergent, 
green, juvenile, youthful, incipient, 
puisne, sappy, under age, 
flourishing; (n) shooting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shrinking, 
unlikely, withering 

buff: (n) devotee, fan, addict, 
enthusiast, afficionado, admirer; 
(adj, n) tan, beige; (v) shine, furbish, 
polish. ANTONYMS: (v) corrode, 
dull, erode; (n) detractor 

bull-headed: (adj) intractable, 
opinionated, stubborn 

bulwark: (n, v) shield, safeguard, 
guard; (n) rampart, wall, barrier, 
breakwater, bastion, defense, 
battlement, buffer. ANTONYM: (n) 
weakness 

bulwarks: (n) breakwater, barrier 
bumper: (n) buffer, fender, cushion, 

shock absorber, brimmer, defense, 
bumper shield, Atlantic bumper; (v) 
fill; (adj) abundant, plentiful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) meager 

buns: (n) tush, rear, tail end, derriere, 
fanny, fundament, hind end, 
hindquarters, keister, buttocks, prat 

buoyant: (adj) cheerful, light, 
optimistic, lighthearted, airy, 
hopeful, floaty, bright, blithe, elastic; 
(adj, n) sanguine. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) heavy, weighted, down, 
depressed, somber, miserable, 
serious, melancholy, downbeat 

burdened: (adj) loaded, encumbered, 
oppressed, overburdened, 
overloaded, beleaguered, heavy, 
haggard, gestant; (adv) dishonestly, 
unfairly. ANTONYMS: (adj) lacking, 
unburdened, carefree; (adv) 
genuinely 

burly: (adj) rugged, beefy, brawny, 
strapping, hefty, muscular, husky, 
stout, strong; (adv) beefily, sturdily. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) slight, skinny, 
thin, slim, small, anorexic, feeble, 
delicate, weak 

burr: (n) bit, birrus, bureau, burrel, 
borel, flash, pericarp; (v) pipe, 
jangle, clink, clank 

bushy: (adj) dense, shagged, shaggy, 
hairy, bearded, brushy, gross, 
bushies, pilous, pappous, hispid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bald, neat, 
unhealthy, tidy, thin, sparse, sleek 

butt: (v) bunt, abut; (n) extremity, 
stump, grip, stub, rump, cask, rear, 
tail; (n, v) edge 

buxom: (adj) bosomy, chubby, bonny, 
plump, sonsy, voluptuous, 
curvaceous, shapely, full, crummy, 
fat. ANTONYMS: (adj) skinny, bony 

buzzed: (n) woozy; (adj) intoxicated, 
drunk 

buzzing: (n) noise, murmur; (adj) 
humming, abuzz, bustling, lively, 
droning, purring, vibrant, vivacious, 
full of beans 

bygone: (adj) ancient, former, gone, 
obsolete, outmoded, previous, 
archaic, old, late; (n) preterite, 
antique. ANTONYMS: (adj) future, 
current, coming, modern 

cackle: (n, v) giggle, snicker, chatter; 
(v) gaggle, crow, chortle; (adj) 
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prattle, prate; (n) laugh, yack, 
laughter 

cadence: (n) beat, tempo, measure, 
rhythm, cadency, descent, time; (n, 
v) pace; (v) gait, step, rate 

calamity: (n) disaster, adversity, 
affliction, misfortune, plague, 
catastrophe, tragedy, blow, bale, 
distress; (n, v) trouble. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, boon, 
luck, joy, opportunity 

calenture: (adj) fever, temperature 
callous: (adj) heartless, insensible, 

relentless, cruel, brutal, obdurate, 
hard, hardened, hardhearted, 
indifferent, insensitive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) caring, merciful, 
compassionate, sensitive, 
sympathetic, tender, nice, 
thoughtful, affectionate, concerned, 
flattering 

calmed: (adj) composed, thankful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) worried 

calmer: (n) placid, quiet 
calmness: (n) calm, composure, 

quietness, poise, serenity, stillness, 
quiet, silence, placidity, peace; (adj, 
n) coolness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
anxiety, nervousness, restlessness, 
panic, fury, unrest, intensity, 
discomposure, bustle, annoyance, 
noise 

cambric: (n) calico, cambric-muslin, 
cashmere, fabric, textile, material, 
cloth, linen 

camel: (adj, n) beige; (n) Camel's hair, 
elephant, llama, artiodactyl 
mammal; (adj) Manila, fawn 

camomile: (n) chamomile, Anthemis 
nobilis, herb 

canary: (n, v) fink, snitch, tattletale; 
(n) informer, singer, canary bird, 
canary yellow, yellowness, warbler, 
vocalist, squealer 

candid: (adj) blunt, outspoken, 
ingenuous, direct, sincere, open, 
forthright, artless, equitable, honest, 
guileless. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
scheming, tricky, artful, deceitful, 
dishonest, guarded, indirect, 
insincere, inhibited, disingenuous, 
evasive 

candidly: (adv) openly, ingenuously, 
sincerely, outspokenly, honestly, 
forthrightly, straightforwardly, 
plainly, bluntly, directly; (adj, adv) 
freely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
deceitfully, hesitantly, dishonestly, 
untruthfully, guardedly, 
ambiguously, shyly 

candour: (n) candidness, frankness, 
forthrightness, fairness, rectitude, 

purity, straightforwardness, equity, 
truth, sincerity, simplicity 

canine: (n) canine tooth, canid, 
dogtooth, eyetooth, cuspid, fang; 
(adj) laniary, bovine, animal, feline, 
fishy 

canister: (n) container, tin, case shot, 
case, cannister, box, bin, drum, jar, 
cartridge, canister shot 

canker: (n) cancer, corruption, blight; 
(v) corrode, erode; (adj, n) rot; (adj, 
v) pollute, vitiate; (adj) contaminate, 
poison, taint. ANTONYMS: (v) help, 
protect 

canna: (n) Indian shot, herb, achira 
canonicals: (n) vestment 
canter: (n, v) run, jump; (n) amble, 

caracole, caracoler, Fisk, frisk, 
prance; (v) gallop, jog, sit 

canting: (v) righteous over much, 
pietistical, pharisaical, 
overrighteous; (adj) hypocritical, 
false, unctuous, insincere, fulsome, 
self-righteous, impious 

caprice: (n) fancy, fantasy, humor, 
quirk, freak, notion, impulse, fit, 
capriccio, fad, vagary. ANTONYMS: 
(n) plan, strategy, blueprint, reality 

carelessly: (adv) incautiously, hastily, 
recklessly, heedlessly, casually, 
sloppily, imprudently, 
inconsiderately, rashly, negligently, 
unwarily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
thoroughly, diligently, carefully, 
warily, laboriously, thoughtfully, 
attentively, daintily, methodically, 
discreetly, economically 

carelessness: (n) negligence, 
inattention, indifference, 
nonchalance, thoughtlessness, 
abandon, incaution, disregard, 
omission, forgetfulness, dereliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) attention, caution, 
alertness, vigilance, carefulness, 
thoughtfulness, assiduousness, 
economy, regard, prudence, 
forethought 

caress: (v) stroke, fondle, tickle, pat, 
pet, kiss, nuzzle, cuddle, coddle; (n, 
v) touch; (n) endearment. 
ANTONYM: (n) hit 

caressing: (adj) caressive, soft; (n) 
petting, foreplay, stimulation, 
dalliance, smooching, snuggling, 
arousal, hugging, cuddling 

carnal: (adj, adv) fleshly; (adj) bodily, 
earthly, sensual, brutal, sexual, 
worldly, physical, erotic, fleshy, 
brute. ANTONYMS: (adj) chaste, 
godly, moral, pure, spiritual 

carnivorous: (adj) phytivorous, 
graminivorous, granivorous, 

herbivorous, insectivorous, 
predaceous, predacious, 
zoophagous, hungry, omnivorous, 
sarcophagous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
vegetarian, omnivorous, 
insectivorous 

carp: (v) complain, criticize, quibble, 
grumble, gripe, object, whine, 
knock, cavil, censure, moan. 
ANTONYMS: (v) compliment, 
please, assuage, accept, rejoice 

carpentry: (n) woodwork, 
woodworking, cabinetmaking, 
cabinetwork, craft, trade, cabinetry, 
carpentering 

carroll: (n) Dodgson, Lewis Carroll, 
Charles Dodgson, reverend 
Dodgson 

carte: (n) card, bill of fare, bill, quarte, 
batting order, carte du jour, calling 
card, board, a LA carte 

carving: (n) sculpture, carve, cut, 
statue, engraving, art, image, figure, 
etching, woodcut, bust 

case-hardened: (adj) hardened 
cask: (n) bucket, butt, tun, tub, drum, 

vat, hogshead, keg, coffin, 
containerful, vessel 

castaway: (adj, n) outcast, pariah; 
(adj) rejected, shipwrecked, 
pilgarlic; (n) recreant, defaulter, 
abject, derelict, abandoned person, 
heretic 

cataract: (n) waterfall, torrent, falls, 
deluge, cataclysm, amaurosis, 
blindness, angel, flood, prestriction; 
(v) pour 

catechism: (n) interrogation, creed, 
education, question, test; (v) 
challenge 

caterpillar: (n) cutworm, larva, 
Aurelia, cabbageworm, armyworm, 
bollworm, cankerworm, worm, 
maggot, orphan, cocoon 

causeway: (n) pathway, sidewalk, 
path, track, alley, footpath, jetty, 
causey, walkway; (v) furnish, 
provide 

ceasing: (n) stopping, subsidence 
cedar: (n) true cedar, pahautea, 

kawaka, deodar, cedar tree 
celestial: (adj) ethereal, divine, 

supernal, angelic, holy, sacred, 
astronomical, unworldly, 
superlunary, from on high; (n) 
heaven. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mundane, secular, terrestrial, mortal 

cent: (adj) picayune, mill, pistareen; 
(n) subunit, rupee, red cent, centime 

cessation: (n) pause, abatement, 
close, stop, respite, suspension, 
surcease, standstill, rest, 
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termination; (n, v) death. 
ANTONYMS: (n) beginning, 
continuation, commencement, 
persistence 

chad: (n) Republic of Chad, Chadic, 
Chadic language, lake Chad, Tchad; 
(adj) Chadian 

chained: (adj) in chains, enchained, 
bound 

chaise: (n) shay, carriage, equipage, 
rig, coach, daybed, chaise longue, 
bed, cabriole chair, chair 

chancel: (n) sanctuary, Golgotha, 
quire, transept, vestry, crypt, nave, 
presbytery, choir, calvary, asylum 

chancery: (n) chancellery, archive, 
archives, judicature, court, tribunal, 
court of chancery 

chancy: (adj) uncertain, iffy, perilous, 
precarious, risky, fluky, hazardous, 
unsafe, dodgy, chanceful, dicey. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) certain, assured, 
guaranteed, sure 

changeful: (adj) fluid, fickle, 
capricious, astatic, variable, volatile, 
unstable, mercurial, mobile, 
unsettled, erratic 

chant: (v) cantillate, sing, recite, 
intone, intonate, utter, vocalize; (n) 
hymn, song, melody; (n, v) chaunt 

chaplain: (n) clergyman, parson, 
rector, minister, chaplaincy, 
chaplainship, vicar, padre, sky pilot, 
reverend, curate 

charitably: (adv) benevolently, 
kindly, sympathetically, 
beneficently, altruistically, 
humanely, philanthropicly, 
munificently, openhandedly, 
liberally, humanitarianly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unkindly, 
ungenerously, harshly 

charmingly: (adv) pleasingly, 
prettily, alluringly, attractively, 
fascinatingly, pleasantly, 
enchantingly, temptingly, 
engagingly, sweetly, beautifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unpleasantly, 
unattractively, horribly, awkwardly 

charms: (n) trinkets, jewelry, jewels 
chastened: (v) lamblike, resigned, 

content; (adj) refined, reprimanded, 
rebuked, reproved, subdued, 
contrite, remorseful 

chatter: (n, v) babble, gossip, prattle, 
gab, cackle, natter; (adj, n, v) jabber; 
(adj, v) prate, palaver; (v) blabber, 
patter. ANTONYM: (v) drawl 

chattering: (n) chatter, cackle, yak, 
grabbing, claver; (adj) talkative, 
loquacious, noisy, gabby, garrulous; 
(v) natter 

chatty: (adj) gabby, garrulous, 
loquacious, familiar, informal, 
communicative, gossipy, voluble, 
talky, conversable, expansive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) taciturn, quiet, 
formal, silent, laconic, reticent, 
restrained, reserved 

cheapening: (n) blasphemous 
behavior, blasphemy, profanation 

cheat: (n, v) trick, con, fake, sham; (n) 
fraud, bilk, impostor; (v) defraud, 
beguile, betray, fleece. 
ANTONYMS: (v) support, repay, 
help, contribute, aid 

cheating: (n) cheat, dishonesty, 
imposition, imposture, fraud, 
duplicity, deception, chicanery; (adj) 
dirty, cunning, deceiving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) honest, faithful; 
(n) honesty, truthfulness 

checkered: (adj) check, chequered, 
varied, ever changing, motley, plaid, 
dappled, variable, mutable, 
multicolored, mottled 

cheering: (adj, n) encouraging, 
inspiriting; (adj) comforting, hearty, 
exhilarating, heartening, amusing; 
(n) applause, acclaim, ovation, 
cheers. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disheartening, heartbreaking, 
discouraging, depressing, dejecting, 
disturbing 

cheerless: (adj) sad, dismal, dark, 
drab, dreary, gloomy, dull, murky, 
dispiriting; (adj, v) disconsolate, 
joyless. ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, 
happy, uplifting, lighthearted, 
sunny, smart, cheery, warm 

cheery: (adj) bright, joyful, jovial, 
buoyant, sunny, gay, genial, glad, 
upbeat, vivacious, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sad, depressing, 
miserable, funereal, unwelcoming, 
unfriendly, serious, dull, downbeat, 
down, troubled 

cherish: (v) care for, nurture, 
treasure, entertain, cultivate, bosom, 
prize, esteem, harbor; (n, v) hug, 
foster. ANTONYMS: (v) hate, scorn, 
reject, denounce, despise, neglect 

cherished: (adj) dear, precious, loved, 
treasured, prized, intimate, wanted, 
valued, pet, valuable, close. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unremarkable, 
hated, distant 

cherub: (n) baby, seraph, infant, 
cherubim, guardian angel, child, 
babe, archangel, cherubin 

chewing: (n) chew, mastication, 
chaw, change of state; (adj) 
masticatory 

chicks: (n) brood 

childishness: (n) youngness, navet, 
boyhood, boyism, frivolity, 
puerilism, ridiculousness, stupidity, 
childhood. ANTONYMS: (n) 
maturity, sense 

chilled: (adj) frozen, freezing, cool, 
refrigerated, icy, inhibited, 
restrained, confined, shivering, iced, 
stiff 

chilling: (adj) icy, bloodcurdling, 
wintry, macabre, ghastly, cold, 
scary, apathetic; (n) cooling, 
freezing, refrigeration. ANTONYM: 
(adj) reassuring 

chimneys: (n) chimney 
chine: (n) ridge, backbone, crest, 

rachis, spinal column, spine, nape, 
occiput; (v) cut; (adj) mottle 

chiselled: (adj) chiseled, clean-cut 
choked: (adj) clogged, smothered, 

congested, annoyed, high-strung, 
strained, neurotic, tense, angry, 
anxious, insecure 

chopping: (adj) jolly 
choral: (adj) vocal, operatic, lyric, 

singing, voiced, speaking, musical, 
instrumental; (n) anthem, chorale; 
(adj, adv) a cappella 

chorister: (n) choirboy, singer, 
quirister , choir, vocalist, quire, 
chorist 

christening: (n) naming, 
denomination, chrism, designation, 
identification 

churchman: (n) clergyman, 
ecclesiastic, chaplain, parson, pastor, 
minister, priest, cleric, clergy, rector, 
hierophant 

churn: (v) seethe, agitate, toss, 
bubble, eddy, whirl, roil, shake, stir, 
buffet; (n) butter churn 

churning: (n) emulsifying; (adj) 
turbulent, roily, roiled, annoyed, 
agitated, roiling 

cinder: (n) clinker, scoria, charcoal, 
scum, ashes, ember, dross, slag, 
chark, bastard 

circumscribed: (adj) bounded, finite, 
confined, delimited, restricted, 
insular, narrow, bigoted, qualified, 
close, accurate 

civilities: (n) propriety 
civility: (n) politeness, courtesy, 

comity, attention, propriety, 
affability, amenity, cultivation, 
complaisance, courteousness, 
civilization. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rudeness, incivility, coarseness 

civilly: (adv) politely, respectfully, 
graciously, complaisantly, urbanely, 
polishedly, considerately, 
domestically, genteelly, obligingly, 
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refinedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
abruptly, uncivilly 

clad: (adj) dressed, attired, clothed, 
coated, garbed; (n) cladding; (prep) 
gowned; (v) costume, shod, dress, 
attire. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undressed, unclothed 

clammy: (adj) viscous, sweaty, sticky, 
muggy, moist, humid, damp, viscid, 
sultry, dank; (n) ropy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) arid, dried, fresh 

clapping: (n) clap, acclaim, hand, 
clapping of hands, cheering, 
handclap, ovation, slapping, 
plaudit, round, approval 

claret: (v) cider, Brazil tea, ice water; 
(n) blood, red wine, Bordeaux, red; 
(adj) dark red, burgundy, cherry, 
crimson 

clasp: (n, v) embrace, hug, grip, 
grasp, squeeze, clutch, buckle, 
brooch; (adj, n, v) pin; (v) stick, 
cling. ANTONYMS: (v) unbuckle, 
loose, unclasp, relax, detach 

clasping: (adj) tendril 
clatter: (n, v) rattle, jingle, bang, 

clank, clang, roll, clink; (v) clash, 
chatter; (n) noise, racket. 
ANTONYM: (n) quiet 

clattering: (n) crash; (adj) clattery 
claws: (v) tentacle, tenaculum, 

unguis, hook, fangs, teeth; (n) 
clutches, jaws 

cleanliness: (n) tidiness, neatness, 
chastity, wont, trait, hygiene, 
sanitation, purity, clarity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dirtiness, 
impurity, squalor, uncleanliness, 
grime 

cleansing: (n) cleaning, wash, 
cleanup, purgation, purification; 
(adj) purging, purifying, detersive, 
detergent; (v) cathartic, abstergent 

clearness: (n) clarity, brightness, 
distinctness, perspicuity, lucidity, 
explicitness, sharpness, simplicity, 
purity, limpidity, intelligibility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ambiguity, 
opacity, dirtiness, vagueness, 
unclearness, obscureness, 
indistinctness, clutter, haziness, 
mustiness 

clear-sighted: (adj) discerning, 
perspicacious, clairvoyant, 
intelligent, observant, judicious 

cleave: (adj, v) adhere, cohere; (v) 
split, divide, burst, stick, tear, sever, 
rive, cling, break. ANTONYMS: (v) 
forsake, abandon, meld, relinquish, 
separate, unite, attach 

cleaving: (adj) adapted, coherent, 
accordant 

clergyman: (n) minister, chaplain, 
priest, pastor, churchman, preacher, 
parson, rector, dominie, vicar; (adj) 
divine. ANTONYMS: (n) layman, 
layperson 

clergymen: (n) clergyman 
cleverness: (n) ingenuity, adroitness, 

wisdom, aptitude, acumen, 
intelligence, skill, dexterity, 
astuteness, brightness, smartness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slowness, 
clumsiness, imbecility, foolishness, 
ineptness, simplicity, 
straightforwardness, uselessness, 
frankness 

cling: (v) adhere, cleave, stick, cohere, 
hang, attach, grasp, adjoin, clutch, 
grip, hold. ANTONYMS: (v) detach, 
repel, unfasten 

clingingly: (adv) adheringly, 
affectionately 

clink: (n, v) clank, jingle, chink, ring, 
rattle; (v) tinkle, sound; (n) clang, 
jail, clash, click 

clinking: (adj) tinkle, jingle, tinkling, 
cacophonous, reverberant, ringing 

clipping: (n) trimming, snip, pruning, 
cutting, trim, cutting off, selection, 
shaving, paring, shearing; (adj) hair 

clockwork: (n) wheelwork. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inaccuracy, 
impreciseness, inconsistency 

cloisters: (n) walkway, arcade, 
churchyard, covered passage, 
doorway, pergola, portico 

close-fisted: (adj) miserly, grasping, 
covetous, thrifty 

clothed: (adj) dressed, wrapped, 
cloaked, robed, covered, attired, 
vested, absorbed, decent; (v) 
accustomed, arrayed. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unclothed 

cloudless: (adj) bright, clean, fair, 
light, sunny, unclouded, pure, 
distinct, legible, perspicuous; (v) 
unalloyed 

cloudy: (adj) dull, gloomy, nebulous, 
murky, dark, turbid, foggy, muddy, 
misty, sunless, vaporous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, bright, 
sunny, cloudless 

clump: (n, v) cluster, bundle; (n) 
lump, group, clot, knot, tuft, chunk, 
clod, ball; (v) plod 

clumsiness: (n) stiffness, roughness, 
gracelessness, maladroitness, 
gaucherie, ineptitude, gawkiness, 
posture, ungracefulness, inelegance, 
unskillfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
deftness, flamboyance, competence, 
cleverness, grace, gracefulness, 
skillfulness, diplomacy, urbanity, 

smoothness, elegance 
clustering: (n) bunch, clusterization, 

clunk, Pleiades, tussock, tuft, swad; 
(v) classification, analysis, division, 
digestion 

clutched: (adj) tense, worried, 
anxious, neurotic 

coachman: (n) teamster, cabman, 
charioteer, carter, carman, Jehu, 
postboy, drayman, wagoner, 
postilion; (v) whip 

coax: (n, v) wheedle, allure, entice, 
charm, tempt, seduce; (v) cajole, 
beguile, blarney, blandish; (n) 
coaxial cable. ANTONYMS: (v) 
bully, compel, allow, dissuade 

coaxing: (n) blarney, flattery, sweet 
talk, temptation, enticement, soft 
soap; (adv) coaxingly; (adj) 
ingratiatory, persuasive, oily 

cobblers: (n) nonsense, baloney, 
bosh, claptrap, absurdity 

cocked: (adj) erect, upright, vertical 
coercion: (n) force, compulsion, 

duress, pressure, restraint, threat, 
terrorism, extortion, enforcement, 
intimidation, violence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wish, volition, 
liberty 

cognizant: (adj) mindful, conscious, 
sensible, knowing, knowledgeable, 
familiar, cognisant, perceptive, 
witting, conversant, acquainted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unwitting, 
ignorant, incognizant, oblivious, 
uninformed 

coincident: (adj) concurrent, 
simultaneous, consistent, 
coincidental, identical, congruent, 
accordant, concomitant, coexisting, 
at the same time, corresponding. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inconsistent 

coldness: (n) chilliness, coolness, 
indifference, distance, apathy, 
iciness, reserve, frost, frigidity, 
unconcern; (adj, n) cold. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
sympathy, sensitivity, hotness, heat, 
responsiveness, concern, brightness, 
kindness 

collogue: (v) confabulate, confab, 
conspire, consult, earwig, talk, 
confer 

colouring: (n) coloration, painting, 
colour, coloring, color, tincture, tint, 
hue, colouration, dyeing, exterior 
condition 

comb: (v) brush, ransack, search, 
dress, eliminate, groom; (adj) weed; 
(n) crest, combing, caruncle, 
currycomb 

comely: (adj) beautiful, good-looking, 
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decent, fair, attractive, decorous, 
shapely, proper; (adj, adv, v) 
seemly; (adj, adv) sightly, lovely. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) repulsive, 
homely, plain, revolting, 
unattractive, ugly 

comer: (n) newcomer, arriver, 
traveler, traveller, contender, 
competitor, competition, visitor, 
whiz kid, Young Turk; (adj) fresh 

comforted: (adj) thankful, pleased, 
comfortable, calmed 

comforting: (adj) soothing, consoling, 
consolatory, satisfying, gratifying, 
encouraging, restful, placatory, 
tranquil, appeasing; (n) relief. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hostile, 
discomforting, disconcerting, 
distressing, disturbing, 
overwhelming, surprising, 
troublesome, irritating, tense, 
upsetting 

comforts: (n) amenities, bread and 
butter, convenience, conveniences 

commemorating: (adj) 
commemorative, commemorate 

commencement: (n) opening, start, 
origin, birth, kickoff, inauguration, 
inception, onset, outset, origination, 
source. ANTONYMS: (n) middle, 
termination, finishing, finish, 
ending, conclusion, culmination 

commencing: (adj) initial, incipient; 
(v) commence; (adv) startingly; 
(prep) starting, from; (n) start, 
initiation, commencement, 
origination, inauguration 

commodious: (adj) capacious, wide, 
roomy, spacious, comfortable, 
voluminous, extensive, useful, large; 
(adj, v) convenient, easy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) small, 
uncomfortable, tight, 
incommodious, confined, squeezed 

commoner: (n) burgher, layman, 
plebeian, common man, common 
person, proletary, proletaire, 
democrat, roturier, republican, pleb 

compactness: (n) denseness, solidity, 
tightness, thickness, firmness, 
closeness, spacing, conciseness, 
consistency, strength; (v) 
compression. ANTONYMS: (n) 
distribution, softness, looseness 

companionship: (n) company, 
society, fellowship, camaraderie, 
partnership, friendship, fraternity, 
amity, coexistence, brotherhood, 
communion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
animosity, enmity, solitude 

compassionate: (adj) merciful, 
clement, benevolent, kind, humane, 

tender; (adj, v) pitiful; (v) pity; (adj, 
n) gentle, sympathetic, caring. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfeeling, harsh, 
severe, cruel, indifferent, mean, 
uncompassionate, nasty, merciless, 
uncaring, unhelpful 

compel: (v) force, coerce, pressure, 
necessitate, enforce, command, 
oblige, require, make, obligate, 
press. ANTONYMS: (v) impede, 
deter, check, block, request, prevent 

compensated: (adj) remunerated, 
salaried, stipendiary, compensable 

complacency: (n) contentment, 
conceit, satisfaction, self-satisfaction, 
comfort, entire satisfaction, peace of 
mind, gratification; (adj) amiability, 
soft tongue, mansuetude 

complacently: (adv) contently, 
conceitedly, self-satisfiedly, 
graciously, arrogantly, satisfiedly, 
contentedly, virtuously, 
sanctimoniously 

complainingly: (adv) querulously, 
petulantly, grumpily, grouchily, 
peevishly, crabbily, crossly, tetchily, 
cantankerously, crankily, 
complaining. ANTONYM: (adv) 
calmly 

completeness: (n) thoroughness, 
entirety, fullness, entireness, unity, 
integrality, plenitude, 
comprehensiveness, perfection, 
totality, wholeness. ANTONYM: (n) 
incompleteness 

complexion: (n, v) tint; (n) cast, 
character, appearance, look, hue, 
aspect, flush, glow, dye, fashion 

complimentary: (adj, adv) free, 
gratis, without charge, at no cost; 
(adj) gratuitous, adulatory, 
flattering, costless, approving, on 
the house; (v) commendatory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disparaging, 
offensive, disapproving, critical, 
uncomplimentary, derogatory, 
denouncing, negative, costly, 
scornful, unflattering 

compliments: (n) respects, 
commendation, wish, greetings, 
salutation, respect, applause, 
flattery, acclamation, regards, 
approbation 

comport: (v) bear, act, carry, acquit, 
behave, hold, demean, do, suit, 
agree, accord 

compose: (v) build, compile, write, 
weave; (adj, v) appease, tranquilize, 
allay, lull; (n, v) calm, constitute, 
settle. ANTONYMS: (v) destroy, 
ruin, unsettle, annihilate, 
discompose, demolish, disturb, 

fluster 
comprehend: (v) grasp, catch, see, 

comprise, appreciate, feel, sense, 
apperceive, read; (adj, v) 
understand; (n, v) embrace. 
ANTONYMS: (v) mistake, 
misapprehend, exclude, 
misunderstand, misconceive 

comprehends: (v) comprehend 
compressed: (adj) flat, condensed, 

dense, concentrated, compacted, 
tight, pointed, packed, concise, 
close, brief 

compressing: (n) pressure, 
compression, squeezing, 
condensation, applying pressure; 
(adj) pinching. ANTONYM: (n) 
decompression 

compromising: (adj) conciliatory, 
moderate, vulnerable, awkward, 
intermediate, flexible, inculpatory; 
(adv) halfway 

compunction: (n) repentance, 
remorse, contrition, qualm, penance, 
regret, compassion, rue, scruple, 
sorrow, guilt. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hardness, indifference, meanness, 
remorselessness 

concealment: (n) suppression, 
confidentiality, concealing, secrecy, 
screen, disguise, hiding, privacy, 
camouflage, blind, covering. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discovery, 
disclosure, exposure, expression, 
openness, uncovering, revelation 

conceit: (n) pretension, vanity, self-
esteem, pride, assumption, egotism, 
fancy, haughtiness, conception, 
caprice, quip. ANTONYMS: (n) 
humility, timidity, selflessness, 
humbleness, reserve 

conceited: (adj) arrogant, cocky, vain, 
boastful, proud, smug, affected, 
assuming, egotistical, haughty, 
pompous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
modest, insecure, meek, selfless, 
unassuming 

conceivable: (adj) imaginable, 
thinkable, believable, 
comprehensible, likely, earthly, 
potential, credible, plausible, 
cogitable, reasonable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unthinkable, difficult, 
implausible, impossible, 
unimaginable 

conciliate: (v) appease, reconcile, 
assuage, propitiate, placate, mollify, 
pacify, calm, accommodate, 
mediate, allay. ANTONYM: (v) 
enrage 

conciliating: (adj) conciliatory, 
conciliative 
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conciliation: (n) mediation, 
appeasement, settlement, peace, 
placation, pacification, propitiation, 
alliance, conciliate, compromise, 
harmony. ANTONYMS: (n) 
provocation, confrontation, 
incitement 

conciliatory: (adj) complaisant, 
pacific, mollifying, propitiatory, 
friendly, appeasing, conciliating, 
compromising, pacificatory, 
assuaging, quiet. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
provocative, challenging, hostile, 
aggressive, stubborn, bellicose, 
belligerent, fighting, antagonizing, 
uncompromising, antagonistic 

concur: (v) accede, accord, assent, 
acquiesce, consent, accept, yield, 
concede, comply, admit; (n, v) 
coincide. ANTONYMS: (v) disagree, 
altercate, dispute, argue, resist, 
object, oppose, diverge, conflict 

condescending: (adj) arrogant, 
snobbish, superior, haughty, 
gracious, patronizing, supercilious, 
arch, benign, affable, merciful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humble, 
unassuming, approachable, 
unpretentious, friendly, admiring, 
modest, respectful, deferential 

condole: (v) pity, sympathize, 
comfort, compassionate, lament 

conferred: (adj) given, presented 
confessing: (v) confess 
confessor: (n) priest, penitentiary, 

communicator, shriver, minister, 
Holy Father, father 

confidant: (n) confidante, buddy, 
friend, repository, confident, pal, 
fidus Achates, crony, bosom friend, 
fiduciary, privado 

confide: (v) commit, trust, entrust, 
intrust, consign, rely, charge, 
unbosom, whisper, lean, hope. 
ANTONYMS: (v) suppress, keep, 
conceal, retain 

confiding: (adj) unsuspecting, 
trustful, artless, credulous, 
untutored, ingenu, inartificial, lain, 
simple, unaffected, unsophisticated 

conflicting: (adj) repugnant, 
opposed, incompatible, clashing, 
inconsistent, opposite, contrary, 
divergent, adverse, paradoxical; (v) 
antagonistic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
consistent, compatible, parallel, 
peaceful, harmonious, 
corresponding, agreeing, agreeable, 
congruous 

confound: (v) bewilder, baffle, 
nonplus, perplex, astonish, puzzle, 
amaze, astound, mistake; (adj, v) 

confuse, stupefy. ANTONYMS: (v) 
explain, clarify, comfort, lose, 
distinguish; (n) understanding 

confounded: (adj) bemused, 
accursed, execrable, baffled, cursed, 
befuddled, confused, puzzled, 
aghast, perplexed; (adj, v) abashed 

confoundedly: (adj) tremendously, 
severely, desperately, with a 
vengeance; (adv) confusedly, 
accursedly, abashedly, 
bewilderedly, cursedly, puzzledly, 
extremely 

confounding: (adj) baffling, puzzling, 
contradictory, devious, difficult, 
marvelous, misleading, astounding; 
(v) confound; (n) misunderstanding, 
confusion 

confusedly: (adv) obscurely, 
disorderedly, perplexedly, cloudily, 
dazedly, befuddledly, muddily, 
bemusedly, dizzily, bewilderedly, 
puzzledly 

conical: (adj) pyramidal, tapering, 
copped, conelike, coniform, taper, 
cone, tapered, coppled, pointed 

conjecture: (n) supposition, 
speculation, assumption, surmise, 
hypothesis; (v) suppose, believe, 
anticipate, assume, speculate; (n, v) 
estimate. ANTONYMS: (n) 
certainty; (v) demonstrate, know, 
learn, prove 

conjugal: (adj, v) marital; (adj) 
connubial, nuptial, bridal, married, 
wedded, spousal, marriage, 
wedding, house, familial. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unmarried, 
single, public, divorced 

conjure: (v) invoke, entreat, arouse, 
juggle, bewitch, beseech, bid, 
conjure up, evoke, implore, bring up 

conquer: (n, v) capture; (v) subdue, 
vanquish, surmount, suppress, 
subjugate, overcome, overpower, 
quell, prevail; (adj, v) defeat. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, yield, 
succumb, retreat, forfeit, fall, bow, 
resist, fail, submit, incite 

conservatism: (n) Toryism, 
temperance, conservatism principle, 
maintenance, prudence concept, 
reaction, support 

considerate: (adj, n) thoughtful, 
benevolent, nice, gentle, 
sympathetic, humane; (adj) 
magnanimous, kind, polite, delicate, 
discreet. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncaring, thoughtless, tactless, 
inconsiderate, selfish, rude, unkind, 
unforgiving, offhand, disrespectful, 
unsympathetic 

console: (v) cheer, soothe, quiet, 
relieve, reassure, encourage; (n, v) 
solace; (n) cabinet, allay, control 
console, control panel. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hurt, discourage, 
grieve, sadden, distress, dispirit, 
dishearten, upset 

consoling: (adj) consolatory, 
cheering, encouraging, grateful, 
reassuring, soothing, calming; (n) 
encouragement. ANTONYM: (adj) 
upsetting 

constrainedly: (adv) forcedly, 
boundly, strainedly, stiffly, 
restrictedly, awkwardly, limitedly, 
affectedly, rigidly, stiltedly, 
confinedly 

constraining: (prep) cogent, 
conclusive, forcible, powerful; (adj) 
compelling, exigent, awkward, 
close, limiting, forceful; (v) constrain 

contagious: (adj) catching, 
communicable, pestiferous, 
transmissible, epidemic, 
transmittable, poisonous, spreading, 
pestilent; (n) infection; (v) infect. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) noncontagious, 
noninfectious 

contemplation: (n) consideration, 
reflection, thought, attention, 
cogitation, musing, introspection, 
speculation, animus, deliberation; 
(n, v) study 

contemplative: (adj, v) reflective, 
pensive, wistful, meditative, 
introspective; (adj) broody, 
brooding, speculative, ruminative, 
musing; (v) museful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) shallow, vacuous, blank, 
thoughtless, disregarding, 
unreflective, satisfied 

contemptible: (adj) abject, mean, 
base, pitiful, little, worthless, 
unworthy, miserable, ignoble, 
abominable, shameful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) estimable, 
admired, deserving, worthy, 
honorable, respectable, respectful, 
noble, generous, commendable, 
good 

contemptuous: (adj) scornful, 
disdainful, insulting, arrogant, 
proud, haughty, derisive, cynical, 
sarcastic, disrespectful; (adj, v) 
supercilious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
approving, complimentary, 
deferential, humble, polite, 
respected, admiring 

contemptuously: (adv) scornfully, 
sneeringly, insultingly, 
disparagingly, superciliously, 
derisively, condescendingly, 
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disrespectfully, haughtily, 
contumeliously, sardonically. 
ANTONYM: (adv) approvingly 

contented: (adj) content, happy, 
comfortable, quiet, cheerful, smug, 
complacent, satisfied, easy, proud, 
delighted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
discontented, unhappy, depressed, 
unsatisfied, sad, anxious 

contentment: (n) content, happiness, 
pleasure, fulfillment, ease, delight, 
comfort, complacency, bliss, joy, 
contentedness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dissatisfaction, sadness, discomfort, 
discontentment, misery, 
unhappiness, displeasure, 
discontent, panic, anxiety 

contour: (n) contour line, outline, 
form, profile, shape, line, 
configuration, silhouette, curve, 
circuit, edge. ANTONYM: (n) core 

contradict: (v) deny, oppose, belie, 
conflict, confute, controvert, 
contravene, disprove, refute, 
invalidate, impugn. ANTONYMS: 
(v) agree, match, correspond, 
approve, corroborate, prove, 
support, reinforce 

contrasted: (adj) opposed, 
antagonistic, opposing, contrary, 
antipodean, counter, diverse, 
heterogeneous, opposite, unlike, 
adverse 

contrite: (adj) apologetic, sorry, 
remorseful, regretful, rueful, bad, 
ashamed, humble, sorrowful, 
dreary; (adj, v) repentant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unrepentant, 
indifferent, hurtful, mean, proud, 
unremorseful 

contrivance: (n) device, appliance, 
gadget, artifice, plot, dodge, 
resource, plan, contraption, 
machine, apparatus 

contrive: (v) plan, invent, design, 
concoct, devise, cast, concert, 
excogitate, frame, formulate; (n, v) 
manage. ANTONYMS: (v) 
demolish, destroy, ruin, waste, 
wreck, fail 

contrived: (adj) affected, unnatural, 
false, forced, labored, spurious, 
feigned, unreal, strained, built, 
artificially formal. ANTONYM: (adj) 
sincere 

contriving: (adj) designing, deep, 
calculating, shifty 

convalescence: (n) recuperation, 
rally, convalesce, upturn, 
improvement, rehabilitation, 
restitution, restoration, retrieval, 
healing, progress. ANTONYM: (n) 

decline 
conversational: (adj) chatty, 

conversable, communicative, 
companionable, informal, garrulous, 
sociable, voluble, clubbable, 
talkative, interlocutory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) taciturn, written, 
reticent 

converse: (n, v) chat, discourse, 
argue; (v) confer, confabulate, speak; 
(n) conversation, colloquy, contrast; 
(adj, n) opposite; (adj) counter. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) equal; (adj) 
similar, complementary; (n) 
similarity 

converting: (n) conversion, 
converting operation 

convivial: (adj) companionable, 
happy, friendly, frolicsome, genial, 
social, sociable, pleasant, hospitable, 
gregarious, jovial. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) solemn, taciturn, sober, serious, 
grim, dull, unfriendly, antisocial, 
unwelcoming, frosty, shy 

convulsion: (adj, n, v) spasm; (n) fit, 
paroxysm, commotion, attack, 
clonus, shake, seizure, upheaval, 
cramp; (adj, n) disturbance. 
ANTONYM: (n) peace 

convulsive: (adj) spastic, galvanic, 
fitful, paroxysmal, violent, choreic, 
unsteady, hysterical; (v) unquiet, 
restless, saltatory 

convulsively: (adv) spasmodically, 
paroxysmally, spasticly, with 
convulsions 

coolness: (n) chill, cool, composure, 
assurance, cold, calmness, 
alienation, frigidity, equanimity, 
chilliness, poise. ANTONYMS: (n) 
friendliness, panic, approachability, 
mustiness, turbulence, agitation 

coom: (n) anticlinal valley 
copious: (adj) bountiful, ample, 

affluent, plentiful, rich, plenteous, 
much, many, generous, large; (adj, 
n) luxuriant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
small, meager, sparse, lacking, rare, 
scant, scanty, thin, few; (adv) 
partially 

coppice: (n) copse, brush, brake, 
underwood, thicket, wood, spinney, 
underbrush, undergrowth, grove, 
canebrake 

coquette: (n) vamp, jilt, minx, 
woman; (v) coquet, dally, romance, 
chat up, puritan, speak, prude 

coquettish: (adj) flirtatious, coy, 
kittenish, charming, coquet, arch, 
fickle 

cordial: (adj) genial, warm, affable, 
amiable, friendly, genuine, ardent, 

unaffected, gracious, honest; (n) 
liqueur. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unfriendly, stern, cold, cool, 
disagreeable, aloof, reserved, 
distant, rude, uncordial, unpleasant 

cordiality: (adj, n) friendliness, 
geniality, sympathy, sociability; (n) 
hospitality, sincerity, affability, 
amity, kindness, amiability; (v) 
heartiness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
frostiness, disapproval, 
disapprobation, disagreement, 
difference, misunderstanding, 
hostility, rudeness 

cords: (n) trousers, bands, line, 
strings, corduroys, raised bands 

corked: (adj) bad 
cornelian: (n) chalcedony, calcedony 
cornered: (adj) corner, at bay, 

angular, cornering, corners, between 
the devil and the deep blue sea, 
unfree, treed, pointed, 
disadvantaged 

cornfield: (n) corn field 
coronal: (n) garland, crown, wreath, 

corolla, anthology, bay wreath, lei, 
laurels; (adj) coronary 

corpulent: (adj, adv) portly; (adj) 
stout, obese, overweight, fleshy, 
plump, lusty, tubby, chubby, beefy, 
bulky. ANTONYMS: (adj) slight, 
bony, underweight, slender, 
anorexic, thin, slim 

correlative: (adj, n) correlate; (adj) 
correlated, reciprocal, interrelated, 
commutual, mutual, 
complementary, related, similar, 
comparative, coordinate 

corroborating: (v) confirm; (adj) 
corroborant 

coughing: (n) coughs, breathing out 
countenance: (n) aspect, expression, 

brow, complexion; (n, v) face, 
sanction, support, favor; (v) allow, 
tolerate, uphold. ANTONYMS: (v) 
reject, oppose, discourage, 
disapprove, prohibit 

counteracting: (adj) antagonist, 
antagonistic, corrective 

countryman: (n) peasant, villager, 
rustic, native, churl, compatriot, 
carle, fellow countryman, clown, 
hick, swain. ANTONYMS: (n) 
foreigner, outlander 

courageous: (adj, n) bold; (adj) 
audacious, fearless, valiant, gallant, 
intrepid, spirited, heroic, 
undaunted, manly, confident. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) timid, wimpy, 
weak, spineless, pusillanimous, 
fearful, fainthearted, afraid, 
despicable 
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courtier: (n) aristocrat, official, 
attendant, suckling 

courting: (n) wooing, courtship, 
bundling, appeal, attraction, case, 
causa, cause, flirtation, suit 

covetous: (adj) avid, envious, greedy, 
grasping, acquisitive, miserly, 
hungry, jealous; (adj, n) desirous; 
(adj, v) sordid, mercenary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) giving, 
benevolent, sharing 

coward: (n) cur, pantywaist, sneak, 
dastard, milksop, weakling, 
milquetoast; (adj) gutless, 
chickenhearted, pusillanimous, 
chicken-hearted. ANTONYMS: (n) 
daredevil, stalwart; (adj) brave 

cowardly: (adj, adv) dastardly, 
scared, shrinking; (adj) timid, afraid, 
craven, gutless, sneaky, 
fainthearted, faint; (adv) recreantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, adv) brave, 
daring, bold, courageous; (adj) 
intrepid, fearless, strong, 
determined; (adv) dauntless, gutsy, 
unafraid 

crab: (n) cancer, grouch, Phthirius 
pubis, decapod, rowing, crosspatch, 
crayfish, grumbler, grump, 
sourpuss; (v) gripe 

cracking: (n) crack, break, fracture; 
(adj) splitting, swell, smashing, 
corking, bully, great, keen, neat. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, slow 

cradle: (n) cot, birthplace, nursery, 
berth, crib, nest, hammock, bassinet, 
origin; (v) hold, groundwork 

crafty: (adj) cunning, adroit, sly, 
astute, artful, wily, clever, tricky, 
shifty, designing, scheming. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) naive, open, 
honest, guileless, artless, 
straightforward, trustworthy, 
ingenuous, blatant, straight 

cramped: (adj) cramp, limited, close, 
constrained, contracted, crowded, 
narrow, poky, restricted, small, 
tight. ANTONYMS: (adj) roomy, 
open, uncrowded, vast, liberated 

cranny: (n) crack, chink, crevice, 
fissure, gap, chap, opening, hole, 
recess, fracture, interstice 

cravat: (n) neckerchief, neckcloth, 
stock, ascot, collar, handkerchief, 
scarf, neckwear, necktie, ruff 

crave: (v) covet, ask, want, beseech, 
implore, wish, long, entreat, desire, 
fancy, claim. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dislike, spurn, loathe, hate, detest, 
grant 

craved: (adj) coveted 
crawling: (adj, n) creeping; (n) creep, 

itch; (adj) slow, teeming, thick, 
swarming, reptant, populous, 
packed, moving 

creamy: (adj) greasy, sandy, buttery, 
pearly, soft, oily, rich, smooth, thick, 
fatty, unctuous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
light, lumpy, clear, watery 

creditably: (adv) commendably, 
laudably, admirably, honorably, 
worthily, best 

credulous: (adj) gullible, 
unsuspecting, simple, unsuspicious, 
unquestioning, green, trusting, 
unwary, innocent, believing, 
illogical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
suspicious, wary, disbelieving, 
suspecting, skeptical, cynical, 
untrusting, shrewd, rational, smart, 
mistrustful 

creeping: (n) creep, crawl, 
locomotion, spreading; (v) lentor; 
(adj) reptile, slow, reptant, 
reptatory, serpiginous, moving 

crescendo: (n) swell, intensity, 
volume, loudness, culmination, 
apogee; (adv) diminuendo, 
rallentando, staccato, legato; (adj) 
increasing 

crier: (n) herald, town crier, bellman, 
announcer, weeper, trumpeter, 
roarer, pursuivant, unfortunate, 
messenger, yeller 

crimson: (adj, n) carmine, ruby, 
scarlet, maroon; (v) blush, flush, 
redden; (adj) bloody, ruddy, cherry; 
(n) deep red 

crinoline: (n) farthingale, fabric, 
material, panier, petticoat, textile, 
underskirt, pinafore, hoop, 
hoopskirt, bustle 

cripple: (adj, v) maim, prostrate; (v) 
mutilate, enfeeble, injure, 
incapacitate, weaken, becripple; (n, 
v) damage; (n) invalid; (adj) 
paralyze. ANTONYMS: (v) support, 
strengthen, invigorate, help, fortify, 
enable, aid 

criticize: (v) denounce, scold, 
censure, reprimand, attack, chide, 
comment, berate, rebuke, blame, 
belittle. ANTONYMS: (v) approve, 
commend, admire, compliment, 
flatter, suppose, guess, estimate, 
applaud, laud, cheer 

croaking: (adj) hollow, raucous, 
sepulchral, dry, cacophonic, harsh, 
guttural, gruff, croaky, 
cacophonous, husky 

crockery: (n) chinaware, dishes, 
porcelain, earthenware, bowls, 
dishware, ovenware, plates, 
tableware; (v) ceramics, pottery 

croft: (n) cabin, chalet, stall, hovel, 
shanty, shed, wigwam, dugout, 
farm, carafe, bothy 

crossways: (adj, adv) crosswise; (adv) 
transversely, diagonally, obliquely, 
slantwise, athwart, slantways; (adj) 
slanting, sloping, diagonal, oblique 

crow: (n, v) brag, cry, snigger; (v) 
exult, triumph, cackle, chuckle, talk 
big; (n) gasconade, crowing; (adj) 
raven 

crowding: (n) plough crowding, 
bunch, jostlement, overcrowding 

crowned: (adj) laureled, fulfilled, 
browbound, incoronate, successful 

crowning: (adj) top, ultimate, 
topmost, complementary, final; (adj, 
v) paramount, supreme; (n) 
tapering, coronation, finishing piece; 
(v) preeminent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bathetic, indecisive 

cruelly: (adv) harshly, ferociously, 
fiercely, viciously, inhumanly, 
mercilessly, pitilessly, heartlessly, 
roughly, unkindly; (adj, adv) 
bitterly. ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
mercifully, sympathetically, tamely, 
peacefully, humanely, 
compassionately, sensitively, 
respectfully, innocently, genially 

crushing: (adj) overpowering, 
overwhelming, destructive; (n) 
grinding, quelling, stifling, 
suppression, flattening, pressure; (v) 
shatter; (adv) crushingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, wonderful 

cuckoos: (n) order Cuculiformes 
cullender: (n) sieve, strainer 
culpable: (adj) guilty, blameworthy, 

censurable, reprehensible, 
blameable, blameful, condemnable, 
liable, criminal, to blame, 
responsible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
innocent, inculpable, blameless 

culprit: (adj, n) convict; (n) 
delinquent, accused, malefactor, 
perpetrator, transgressor, prisoner, 
sinner, offender; (adj) guilty, felon 

cultivate: (v) civilize, educate, train, 
produce, polish, farm, crop, 
develop, domesticate, raise; (adj, v) 
promote. ANTONYMS: (v) neglect, 
sterilize, brutalize, stunt, retard, 
pollute, ignore, harm, discourage 

cumber: (v) throttle, limit, restrict, 
encumber, bound, constrain, 
hamper; (n) load, weight; (adj, v) 
press, weigh 

cunning: (adj) crafty, canny, adroit, 
wily, sly, shrewd, tricky, artful; (n) 
craftiness, craft, cleverness. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, honest, 
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stupid, unimaginative, gullible, 
ingenuous, straightforward, candid, 
sincere; (n) frankness, 
straightforwardness 

cunningly: (adv) craftily, artfully, 
cleverly, ingeniously, trickily, 
shrewdly, astutely, insidiously, 
smartly, foxily, slipperily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineptly, openly 

cured: (adj) recovered, corned, aged, 
mellow, whole, better, pickle cured, 
salted, vulcanised, well, vulcanized 

curl: (n, v) crimp, loop, kink, roll, 
wave; (adj, v) bow; (adj, n) lock, 
tress; (v) crinkle, fold; (adj) crisp. 
ANTONYMS: (v) align, straighten, 
uncurl, unwind 

cursed: (adj) damned, doomed, 
execrable, cussed, wretched, 
unlucky, accursed, blamed, blasted, 
confounded; (v) accurst. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) commendable, 
honorable, nice, sweet, kine 

curses: (n) abuse 
cursing: (adj) cursed, execrative; (n) 

blasphemy, anathema, swearing, 
swear word, malediction, 
execration, denunciation, 
cursedness; (v) beshrew 

cursory: (adj) careless, passing, 
fleeting, perfunctory, ephemeral, 
superficial, slapdash, facile, 
evanescent, sketchy, shallow. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) complete, 
comprehensive, meticulous, long 

curtsy: (n, v) bob, curtsey; (adj, n, v) 
courtesy, kowtow; (v) nod, kneel, 
bow submission, recognize; (n) 
obeisance; (adj) salaam, kotow 

curving: (adj) curved, winding, 
crooked, bowed, devious, falciform, 
smooth, serpentine; (n) bending, 
curve, curvature. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
straight, jerky 

cushioned: (adj) spongy, cushiony 
cute: (adj) charming, clever, smart, 

beautiful, amiable, pretty, cunning, 
adorable, bright, adroit, intelligent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unattractive, 
unappealing, homely, detestable, 
despicable 

cuteness: (n) sabe, savvy, loveliness, 
charm, cunning, good looks, 
lovability, nice looks, prettiness, 
attractiveness 

cut-up: (n) clown 
cymbals: (n) piatti 
dairymaid: (n) farmhand, fieldhand, 

dey 
dais: (n) platform, podium, rostrum, 

stage, chair, pedestal, pulpit, seat, 
ambo, woolsack, estrade 

damask: (n) fabric, napery, purple, 
magenta, red, fancier, cloth 

damsel: (n) demoiselle, damosel, 
damozel, damoiselle, wench, 
maiden, maid, girl, nymph, 
unmarried woman, virgin 

dandelion: (n) herb, taraxacum, 
family Compositae, family 
Asteraceae, daisy, compositae, 
common dandelion, aster family, 
Asteraceae 

daresay: (v) assume, deem 
darkening: (adj) dark, blue, gloomy, 

causing dejection; (v) darken; (n) 
change of color, eclipse 

darkly: (adv) murkily, dimly, 
obscurely, duskily, somberly, 
shadily, mistily, secretly, dismally, 
heavily, overcastly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) openly 

dart: (n, v) dash, run, flit; (v) bound, 
flash, shoot, rush, race, gallop; (adj, 
n) arrow, rocket. ANTONYMS: (v) 
plod, trudge, slog, linger, dawdle, 
dally, delay, amble; (n) tonic 

dashing: (adj) stylish, dapper, 
gallant, showy, smart, snappy, 
impetuous, rakish, raffish, brave; 
(adj, n) spruce. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
boring, unstylish, dull, bumbling, 
bland, awkward, drab, graceless 

dastardly: (adj) dastard, craven, base, 
fearful, low, shameful, ignoble, 
sneaky, timorous; (n) coward; (adv) 
recreantly. ANTONYM: (adj) honest 

daunted: (adj) downcast, dispirited, 
discouraged, frightened, 
intimidated, disheartened, 
dismayed, afraid, abashed, bashful, 
discomposed 

dauphin: (n) crown prince 
dawning: (n) daybreak, sunrise, start, 

beginning, aurora, cockcrow, 
dayspring, morning, birth, first 
light, break of day. ANTONYM: (n) 
sunset 

daybreak: (adj, n) break of day; (n) 
sunrise, prime, morning, light, 
dawning, cockcrow, dayspring, 
aurora, sunup, daylight. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sunset, sundown, 
darkness, eventide, nightfall 

dazzle: (v) bedazzle, blind, captivate; 
(n, v) sparkle, shine, flash, glare, 
awe; (adj) dazzling, confuse; (n) 
brightness. ANTONYMS: (v) bore; 
(n) dullness 

dazzling: (adj) brilliant, blinding, 
splendid, glaring, vivid, stunning, 
dazzlingly, striking, sparkling, 
fulgent, resplendent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dim, ugly, uninspired, 

unremarkable, unexceptional, 
gradual, abysmal, humdrum, dark 

deadened: (adj) dead, numb, 
numbed, without sensation, duller, 
unfeeling, under, frozen, insensible, 
insensitive, knocked out 

deadness: (n) inanimateness, inertia, 
coldness, numbness, lifelessness, 
inelasticity, indifference, dullness, 
tedium, marble, stock and stone 

deafen: (adj) stun, render deaf; (v) 
desensitize, soften, weaken, muffle, 
deave, dampen, blindfold 

deafened: (adj) dead, deaf corn, 
stunned, deadened 

deafening: (adj) earsplitting, 
thunderous, shrill, piercing, noisy, 
massive, roaring, enormous, 
gigantic, tremendous; (v) 
thundering. ANTONYM: (adj) 
tranquil 

dearest: (n) dear, darling, love, 
honey, lover, sweetheart, loved one, 
baby; (adj) precious, intimate, sweet 

debased: (adj) degraded, low, 
adulterated, base, degenerate, 
depraved, debauched, decadent, 
perverted, corrupted, impure. 
ANTONYM: (adj) moral 

decanter: (n) carafe, jar, flask, jug, 
flagon, amphora, cag, drum, firkin, 
cask, butt 

deceit: (n) guile, artifice, deception, 
falsehood, ruse, pretense, fraud, 
trickery; (adj, n) cunning, craft, art. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sincerity, 
truthfulness, fairness, frankness, 
loyalty, straightforwardness, 
uprightness, truth 

deceitful: (adj) false, fraudulent, 
insincere, crooked, dishonest, 
untrue, sly, artful, untrustworthy, 
unreliable, treacherous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straightforward, 
genuine, trustworthy, truthful, loyal, 
open, principled, straight, upright, 
faithful, dependable 

deceive: (v) cheat, circumvent, 
bamboozle, pretend, hoax, fool, 
cozen, trick, beguile; (n, v) dupe; (n) 
fraud. ANTONYMS: (v) guide, 
inform, undeceive, protect 

deceived: (adj) mistaken, misguided 
deceiver: (n) trickster, impostor, 

cheater, hypocrite, liar, fraud, 
swindler, chiseler, counterfeiter, 
bluffer, dodger 

deceiving: (adj) deceptive, deceitful, 
cheating, fallacious, dishonest, lying, 
treacherous, imposing, delusive, 
sanctimonious, mistaken. 
ANTONYM: (adj) correct 
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decently: (adv) becomingly, 
decorously, fairly, correctly, seemly, 
fitly, courteously, justly, 
appropriately, rightly, right. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) rudely, 
improperly, disreputably, 
inappropriately, immorally 

deceptive: (adj) deceitful, dishonest, 
false, fallacious, lying, deceiving, 
misleading, untrue, spurious, 
insidious, unfounded. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) real, honest, straightforward, 
open, frank, upright, genuine, 
correct, actual, valid, innocent 

decidedly: (adv) clearly, positively, 
definitely, absolutely, emphatically, 
decisively, resolutely, firmly, 
markedly, surely, determinedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) uncertainly, 
equivocally, slightly, vaguely 

decisively: (adv) resolutely, 
conclusively, firmly, finally, 
fatefully, crucially, definitively, 
positively, absolutely, definitely, 
flatly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
irresolutely, unconvincingly, 
indecisively, aimlessly, 
insignificantly, halfheartedly, 
hesitantly 

decked: (adj) bedecked, decked out, 
ornamented, decorated, festooned 

deepened: (adj) concentrated, 
gathered 

deepening: (n) amplification, 
aggravation 

defer: (v) adjourn, postpone, comply, 
procrastinate, bow, suspend, retard, 
accede, protract; (adj, v) put off; (n, 
v) delay. ANTONYMS: (v) advance, 
rush, hurry, hasten, forge, disagree, 
expedite, continue, resist 

deference: (n) homage, respect, 
compliance, admiration, allegiance, 
reverence, obedience, submission, 
compliancy, duty, complaisance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contempt, 
opposition, rebellion, resistance, 
disobedience 

deferential: (adj, v) respectful; (adj) 
dutiful, deferent, reverential, 
regardful, reverent, obedient, 
submissive, subservient, 
complaisant, humble. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disobedient, inconsiderate, 
irreverent, patronizing, rude, 
noncompliant, assertive, 
uncomplimentary 

defiance: (n) challenge, opposition, 
rebellion, insubordination, 
rebelliousness, disobedience, 
resistance, contempt, 
intractableness, mutiny, 

contradiction. ANTONYMS: (n) 
acceptance, surrender, deference, 
conformance, submission, 
acquiescence, cooperation, loyalty, 
meekness, support, agreement 

deficient: (adj) wanting, inadequate, 
scanty, imperfect, short, scarce, less, 
lacking, low, meager, insufficient. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sufficient, 
perfect, ample, flawless, enough, 
excessive, complete, present, sound, 
strong, confident 

deft: (adj) dexterous, cunning, neat, 
handy, expert, quick, apt, adept, 
able, artful, nimble. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unskilled, bumbling, inept, 
awkward, inelegant, rough 

deftness: (n) adroitness, dexterity, 
ability, agility, facility, adeptness, 
touch, prowess, legerdemain, 
sensitivity, address. ANTONYMS: 
(n) inaccuracy, inelegance 

degeneracy: (n) corruption, 
depravity, decadence, degeneration, 
decline, debasement, decay, 
degenerateness, depravation, 
immorality; (adj, n) meanness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) morality, purity, 
righteousness 

degraded: (adj) debased, low, 
ignoble, debauched, depraved, 
abject, sordid, dishonored, 
corrupted, contemptible, base. 
ANTONYM: (adj) good 

deliberateness: (n) intentionality, 
pace, rate, thoughtfulness, 
circumspection, prudence, careful 
consideration, clumsiness, 
dilatoriness, calculation, 
backwardness 

delicacies: (n) food, delices, cates, 
regalia 

delicacy: (adj, n) weakness, fragility, 
tidbit; (n) finesse, daintiness, 
delicate, elegance, sensitivity, 
luxury, treat, airiness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sturdiness, toughness, durability, 
frankness, inelegance, ruggedness, 
vulgarity, tactlessness, insensitivity, 
inaccuracy, clumsiness 

delicately: (adv) exquisitely, softly, 
tenderly, gracefully, subtlely, 
sensitively, daintily, precisely, 
elegantly, ticklishly, weakly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) inelegantly, 
tactlessly, thickly, imprecisely, 
clumsily, ungracefully, unsubtly, 
heavily, carelessly, roughly, severely 

delighting: (adj) satisfactory, 
attractive 

delights: (n) delices 
delirious: (adj) crazy, wild, frantic, 

wandering, demented, excited, 
insane, mad, frenetic, doting, drunk. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unexcited, 
rational, composed, relaxed, 
reasonable, balanced, lucid, 
collected, clearheaded, calm, 
dejected 

delirium: (n) craze, insanity, mania, 
disturbance, fever, ecstasy, 
derangement; (adj, n) fury; (adj) 
furor, rage, distraction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
dejection 

dell: (n) vale, valley, dingle, clearing, 
gorge, holler, ravine, hollow, glen, 
cove, basin 

deluded: (adj) besotted, mistaken 
delusion: (n) hallucination, 

deception, cheat, chimera, 
misunderstanding, mirage, trick, 
fallacy, error, aberration, falsehood. 
ANTONYMS: (n) comprehension, 
fact, truth 

demarcation: (n) boundary, 
definition, line, confine, border, 
partition, bound, division, limit, 
separation, dividing line. 
ANTONYMS: (n) unity, fuzziness 

demean: (v) abase, lower, disgrace, 
debase, humiliate, conduct, cheapen, 
disparage, humble, behave, mortify. 
ANTONYMS: (v) heighten, dignify, 
boost, idolize, upgrade, honor, 
enhance, elevate, uplift, praise, 
glorify 

demeanour: (n) behavior, behaviour, 
conduct, demeanor, comportment, 
deportment, manner, citizenship, 
correctitude, carriage, attitude 

demon: (n) ghost, fiend, incubus, 
monster, daemon, ogre, daimon, 
goblin, deuce, genie, elf. 
ANTONYM: (n) saint 

demonstrably: (adv) provably, 
clearly, blatantly, boldly, 
deliberately, incontrovertibly, 
measurably, noticeably, obviously, 
visibly. ANTONYM: (adv) secretly 

demure: (adj) humble, modest, coy, 
reserved, prim, bashful, shy, 
retiring, timid; (adj, v) sober, grave. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bold, outgoing, 
extroverted, loudmouthed, 
boisterous, decadent, exciting, 
indecorous, brazen 

demurely: (adv) soberly, primly, 
virtuously, staidly, reservedly, 
solemnly, sedately, bashfully, 
seriously, gravely, properly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) improperly, 
brazenly, brashly, boldly 

denomination: (n) appellation, title, 
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cognomen, class, communion, 
appellative, designation, sect, name, 
value, degree 

dent: (v) indent, cut; (n, v) hollow, 
nick, dint, pit, impress; (n) recess, 
depression, indentation, blemish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bolster, repair, fill; 
(n) hump, boost, lump 

denunciation: (n) accusation, curse, 
malediction, criticism, 
denouncement, invective, 
execration, disapproval, tirade, 
anathema, censure. ANTONYMS: 
(n) advocation, appreciation, 
compliment, approval, praise, 
agreement, commendation, 
confirmation 

denunciatory: (adj) denunciative, 
comminatory, abusive, objurgatory, 
threatening, reproachful, minatory, 
clamorous; (v) condemnatory, 
damnatory, vituperative 

depart: (v) go, deviate, decease, 
diverge, start, stray, wander, leave, 
die, vary, part. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stay, arrive, enter, come, abide, 
conform, continue, remain, appear, 
converge, return 

departing: (adj, v) parting; (adj, n) 
leaving, going away; (adj) outgoing, 
outbound, outward, passing, 
decedent, valedictory, retiring; (v) 
depart. ANTONYM: (n) arrival 

deportment: (n, v) bearing, 
demeanor, conduct, carriage; (n) 
manner, attitude, demeanour, 
behaviour, comportment, dealing, 
air 

deprecating: (adj) deprecatory, 
belittling, ironic, deprecative, 
slighting, deadpan, critical, captious, 
depreciatory, depreciative, insulting 

deprecation: (n) defamation, 
condemnation, disparagement, 
denigration, calumny, aspersion, 
censure, disfavour, denunciation, 
blame, criticism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
approval, commendation 

depredation: (n, v) foray; (v) 
brigandage, rapine, raid; (n) 
devastation, pillage, robbery, 
ravage, theft, despoliation, 
destruction 

descending: (v) descend; (adj) 
downhill, down, descendent, 
decreasing, dropping, falling, 
sloping, degressive, occasive; (adv) 
downward. ANTONYM: (adj) 
upward 

deserts: (n) desert, just deserts, due, 
compensation, comeupance 

deserving: (adj) meritorious, 

admirable, creditable, 
commendable, laudable, fit, good, 
deserved, condign; (v) deserve, 
worthy of. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unworthy, undeserving, 
unimpressive 

desiring: (adj) envious, insatiable, 
desirous, eager; (adv) fleshly 

desirous: (adj) wistful, avid, 
ambitious, greedy, longing, eager, 
hungry, covetous, envious, agog; 
(adj, v) willing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undesirous, reluctant, undesiring, 
unconcerned 

desolate: (adj, v) desert, forlorn; (adj) 
bare, barren, alone, bleak, deserted, 
cheerless, disconsolate; (v) 
devastate, destroy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cheerful, inhabited, happy, 
sheltered, mobbed, overcrowded, 
ecstatic, hopeful; (v) create, 
construct, build 

desolation: (n) devastation, misery, 
destruction, depression, grief, 
wretchedness, bleakness, loneliness, 
waste, ruin; (adj, n) desertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ecstasy, joy, 
productiveness, fertileness, 
fecundity, cheer, fruitfulness, 
preservation, hopefulness, 
cheerfulness 

despairing: (adj) hopeless, desperate, 
despondent, forlorn, desolate, 
dejected, pessimistic, sad, 
brokenhearted, miserable, 
inconsolable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
hopeful, optimistic, rosy, happy, 
confident, cheerful 

despise: (v) disdain, loathe, 
depreciate, abhor, dislike, detest, 
slight, hate; (n, v) contemn; (n) 
contempt, deride. ANTONYMS: (v) 
respect, love, adore, appreciate, 
cherish, like, praise, accept 

despised: (adj) scorned, despicable, 
hated, abject, disparaged, mean, 
attaching disgrace, unpopular, 
unloved, reviled, opprobrious 

despondingly: (adv) sombrely 
destitute: (adj) impoverished, needy, 

bankrupt, broke, poor, helpless, 
impecunious, penniless, necessitous; 
(adj, v) forlorn, devoid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wealthy, 
privileged, prosperous, solvent 

desultory: (adj) indiscriminate, 
aimless, spasmodic, purposeless, 
capricious, superficial, cursory, 
random, rambling, immethodical, 
fitful. ANTONYM: (adj) 
wholehearted 

detain: (v) arrest, confine, catch, 

capture, apprehend, stay, keep, jail, 
imprison, incarcerate, retard. 
ANTONYMS: (v) free, liberate, rush 

detecting: (n) spotting, investigation, 
catching, detective work, sleuthing, 
police investigation, hearing; (adj) 
observant 

detriment: (n, v) cost, loss; (adj, n) 
injury; (n) prejudice, harm, hurt, 
disadvantage, lesion, impairment, 
mischief, drawback. ANTONYMS: 
(n) help, benefit 

devilishly: (adv) diabolically, 
satanically, infernally, devilish, 
hellishly, demoniacally, madly, 
wickedly; (adj, adv) deucedly; (adj) 
desperately, confoundedly 

devising: (n) cartography, devisal, 
mapmaking, making; (adj) 
cartographical, original, 
cartographic 

devout: (adj) pious, devoted, saintly, 
heartfelt, holy, dear, devotional, 
hearty, earnest; (adj, v) pure; (adj, n) 
godly. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
irreligious, agnostic, impious, 
irreverent, unbelieving, undevout, 
unholy, atheistic, secular, 
uncommitted 

dewy: (adj) wet, dank, bedewed, 
humid, moist, damp, fresh, new, 
roric, undried, rorid 

dial: (n) face, disc, control, selector, 
gnomon, pendulum, hourglass, 
clock, gauge; (v) telephone, operate 

dialect: (n) language, speech, 
vernacular, tongue, accent, lingo, 
conversation, say, talk, patois, 
phraseology 

dialogues: (n) dialog 
diction: (n, v) style; (n) phraseology, 

language, phrasing, articulation, 
choice of words, locution, parlance, 
enunciation, expression, speech 

didactic: (adj) didactical, tutorial, 
preceptive, moralistic, enlightening, 
academic, edifying, informative, 
moralizing, pedantic, sentimental 

differing: (adj) divergent, opposite, 
disagreeing, different, diverse, 
heretical, dissonant, dissentaneous, 
discrepant; (adv) differingly; (n) 
divergence. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
similar, parallel 

diffident: (adj) coy, modest, reserved, 
shy, timid, tentative, unassuming, 
retiring, hesitant, backward, self-
conscious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
outgoing, confident, brash, 
assertive, unrepentant, brave, 
arrogant, approachable 

dignified: (adj) exalted, majestic, 
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noble, grand, lofty, respectable, 
solemn, distinguished, lordly, high; 
(adj, v) great. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
undignified, foolish, dishonorable, 
boisterous, unceremonious, 
unseemly, vulgar, poor, lowly, 
modest, base 

dilated: (adj) wide, inflated, 
ampulliform 

dilettante: (n) dabbler, sciolist, 
virtuoso, connoisseur, trifler, 
layman, smatterer; (adj) amateurish, 
green, unversed; (adj, n) rookie. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) professional; 
(adj) accomplished, skilled, gifted, 
finicky, expertly; (n) master, expert 

diluted: (adj) thin, watery, weak, 
insipid, tasteless, bland, sparse, rare, 
cut, washy, tame. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) straight, concentrated, 
undiluted, thickened, strengthened, 
enriched, thick 

diminishing: (adj) abating, declining, 
dwindling, lessening, waning; (n) 
decrease, shrinking, reducing, 
reduction; (adv) diminishingly; (v) 
diminish. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
increasing, growing, burgeoning 

dimly: (adv) obscurely, darkly, 
faintly, dully, duskily, vaguely, 
shadowily, hazily, gloomily, 
somberly; (adj, adv) palely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) clearly, 
strongly, distinctly 

dimness: (n) darkness, gloom, 
shadow, haze, faintness, obscurity, 
dusk, dark, cloudiness, duskiness, 
gloominess. ANTONYMS: (n) light, 
brightness, intelligence, clearness, 
strength, clarity 

dimpled: (adj) dimply, hollow 
dine: (v) feed, lunch, breakfast, 

dining, meal, give, have supper, 
take tea, grub, consume, entertain. 
ANTONYM: (v) abstain 

dingy: (adj) dark, black, drab, dull, 
muddy, impure, dim, seedy, dowdy, 
unclean, grimy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
immaculate, spotless, sparkling, 
bright, neat, brilliant, interesting, 
smart 

dinnertime: (n) breakfast time, 
mealtime, lunchtime, meal, 
suppertime 

diorama: (n) cyclorama, ikon, icon, 
georama, illuminated poster, 
cosmorama, aspect 

dipping: (n) dipping treatment, 
immersion, sinking, dipping 
method, deep engagedness, run, dip 
coating; (adj) plunging, falling, 
plummeting. ANTONYM: (adj) 

rising 
disagreeable: (adj) nasty, offensive, 

uncomfortable, distasteful, 
cantankerous, cross, ungrateful, 
abhorrent, horrible, bad, painful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
friendly, amiable, inoffensive, 
acceptable, desirable, easygoing, 
happy, pleasing, sweet, nice 

disagreeably: (adv) nastily, 
unappealingly, offensively, 
cheerlessly, badly, distastefully, 
objectionably, unsympathetically. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) agreeably, 
sweetly, warmly, attractively 

disappoint: (v) fail, defeat, balk, 
baffle, disenchant, betray, 
circumvent, bilk, mock, foil; (n, v) 
put out. ANTONYMS: (v) please, 
satisfy, encourage, fulfill, succeed, 
comfort, inspire 

disapprobation: (n) condemnation, 
animadversion, displeasure, 
discountenance, disapproval, blame, 
objection, dissatisfaction, disfavor, 
anger, dislike 

disapproval: (n) condemnation, 
disapprobation, censure, blame, 
criticism, dislike, disfavor, dissent, 
objection, dispraise, denunciation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) blessing, 
commendation, favor, respect, 
pleasure, acceptance, praise, 
admiration, enthusiasm 

disapprove: (v) deprecate, object, 
blame, repudiate, censure, disallow, 
reject, turn down, refuse, 
discountenance, deny. 
ANTONYMS: (v) approve, endorse, 
accept, embrace, praise, agree, 
sanction, pass 

disapproved: (adj) old-fashioned, 
contraband, chid 

disapproving: (adj) critical, 
unfavorable, severe, disapprove, 
serious, reproachful, reproving, 
unconstructive, dim, depressing, 
stern. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
complimentary, affectionate, 
hopeful, cordial, admiring, 
favorable, constructive 

disburdened: (adj) disembarrassed, 
disencumbered, unburdened, 
unembarrassed 

discern: (v) differentiate, see, 
comprehend, detect, distinguish, 
make out, perceive, find, note; (n, v) 
descry; (adj, v) recognize. 
ANTONYMS: (v) Miss, neglect, 
disregard, observe, overlook 

discernible: (adj) observable, 
apparent, visible, appreciable, 

conspicuous, detectable, evident, 
noticeable, obvious, audible, 
palpable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indiscernible, unrecognizable, 
indistinguishable, obscure, 
obscured, unnoticeable, invisible, 
undetectable 

discerning: (adj) apprehensive, 
perceptive, acute, shrewd, 
discriminating, discreet, penetrating, 
refined, judicious, sharp, conscious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indiscriminate, 
undiscriminating, disregardful, 
negligent, overlooking, 
undiscerning, unobservant, 
unperceptive, insensitive, obtuse, 
tasteless 

discernment: (n, v) appreciation, 
sense, apprehension; (n) 
comprehension, discretion, taste, 
understanding, insight, 
discrimination, perception, 
recognition. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ignorance, tastelessness, 
uncouthness, clumsiness 

discharging: (n) unloading, 
discharge, fulfillment, acquittal; (v) 
unload 

disclosing: (n) confession, 
communication 

discomfited: (adj) uncomfortable, ill 
at ease, disappointed, embarrassed, 
frustrated, thwarted, self-conscious, 
mortified, humiliated, unsuccessful; 
(adj, n) defeated 

discomfiture: (n) embarrassment, 
confusion, perturbation, discomfort, 
discomfit, disconcertion, 
discomposure, humiliation, 
consternation; (adj) rebuff, rout. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
honor 

discontent: (n) disapproval, 
discontentment, disaffection, 
displeasure, disappointment, 
discontentedness, unrest; (adj) 
melancholy, dissatisfied, 
disgruntled, discontented. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
pleasure, accord, happiness; (v) 
content; (adj, n) happy; (adj) 
contented 

discouragement: (n) dismay, 
disappointment, despair, determent, 
depression, deterrent, despondency, 
check, dejection, dissuasion, alarm. 
ANTONYMS: (n) incentive, boost, 
hopefulness 

discouraging: (adj) discouragingly, 
chill, disappointing, disheartening, 
bad, bleak, gloomy, sad, 
demoralizing, daunting, dispiriting. 

  



George Eliot 627

ANTONYMS: (adj) encouraging, 
uplifting, inspiring, heartening, 
comfortable, hopeful 

discoverable: (adj) determinable, 
visible, observable, discernible, 
calculable, findable 

disengaged: (adj) vacant, 
unemployed, disentangled, free, 
freed, untrammelled, devoid, 
unreserved, detached, liberated, 
loosened 

disgraced: (adj) shamed, dishonored, 
abashed, ashamed, damaged, 
dishonest, humiliated, mortified, 
disfigured 

disgraceful: (adj) dishonorable, 
scandalous, shocking, degrading, 
disreputable, infamous, base, 
ignominious, outrageous, black, 
ignoble. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
admirable, honorable, reputable, 
exalted, commendable, respectable, 
noble, glorious 

disgusted: (adj) fed up, ill, weary, 
sickened, nauseated, queasy, 
indisposed, demented, shocked, 
crazy, horrified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attracted, happy, pleased 

dishonour: (v) discredit, disgrace, 
attaint, shame, degrade, desecrate, 
violate, rape, outrage; (n) stigma, 
opprobrium 

disinclination: (n) dislike, distaste, 
indisposition, reluctance, antipathy, 
opposition, disaffection, disrelish, 
unwillingness, disfavor; (n, v) 
disgust. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inclination, disposition, desire, 
tendency, keenness, willingness 

disinclined: (adj) reluctant, loath, 
averse, indisposed, loth, backward, 
not content, opposed, dubious, 
afraid, not in the vein. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tending, willing, leaning, eager, 
bent, keen, disposed 

disinterested: (adj) indifferent, 
detached, fair, unbiased, objective, 
neutral, dispassionate, equitable, 
evenhanded, uninterested, 
impassive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
biased, interested, prejudiced, eager, 
passionate, riveted, concerned, 
partial, personal 

dismally: (adv) gloomily, sadly, 
unhappily, murkily, dolefully, 
forbiddingly, darkly, somberly, 
depressingly, cheerlessly, grimly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) brightly, 
smartly 

dismissing: (v) dismiss; (n) acquittal, 
denial, dimission 

disobedience: (n) contumacy, 

intractableness, rebelliousness, 
breach, recalcitrance, rebellion, 
refusal, noncompliance, mutiny, 
contravention, defiance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) compliance, 
meekness, conformity, devotion, 
order, fulfillment, loyalty 

disordered: (adj) chaotic, upset, sick, 
disorganized, broken, incoherent, 
deranged, messy, disjointed, 
disconnected, ill. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
neat, ordered, organized, arranged, 
quiet, regulated, systematic, 
systematized, straightforward, tidy 

disorderly: (adj) wild, disordered, 
chaotic, boisterous, jumbled, 
disorganized, unruly, rowdy, 
untidy, irregular; (adj, v) lawless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) orderly, neat, 
arranged, peaceful, organized, 
systematized, conforming, ordered, 
restrained, behaved, coherent 

disown: (v) disavow, disinherit, 
abandon, renounce, disclaim, 
forsake, refuse, recant, repudiate, 
retract, disallow. ANTONYMS: (v) 
bequeath, accept, avow, adopt, 
admit, claim 

dispatch: (n, v) speed, rush; (n) 
consignment, expedition, celerity, 
quickness; (v) send, accelerate, 
deliver, quicken, slay. ANTONYMS: 
(n) receiving, receipt, dawdling, 
delay, loitering, silence; (v) keep, 
start, begin, hold, retain 

dispensing: (n) dispensation, 
distribution, giving out, supply, 
administration, dispensary, 
provision, central weighing 

displease: (v) annoy, disgust, bother, 
anger, vex, affront, offend, rile, 
irritate, nark, nettle. ANTONYMS: 
(v) please, satisfy, pacify, delight 

displeased: (adj) disgruntled, 
dissatisfied, angry, annoyed, 
unhappy, peeved, irritated, 
disgusted, indignant; (v) pained, 
afflicted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
contented, satisfied, calm 

displeasure: (n) resentment, 
discomfort, dissatisfaction, dislike, 
discontent, exasperation, disfavor, 
annoyance, offense, pique, 
disapproval. ANTONYMS: (n) 
satisfaction, pleasure, enjoyment, 
happiness, delight, contentment, 
equanimity, approval 

disposing: (adv) disposingly; (v) 
dispose; (adj) decretive, dispositive; 
(n) distribution 

disputing: (adj) opposed; (v) 
disputant 

disrespectful: (adj) impertinent, 
insolent, impolite, impious, 
irreverent, contemptuous, 
sacrilegious, audacious, uncivil, 
rude, bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
deferential, gracious, reverent, 
courteous, mannered, mannerly, 
pious, polite 

dissatisfied: (adj) discontent, 
disgruntled, disappointed, put out, 
displeased, malcontent, grumpy, 
annoyed, disaffected; (adj, v) 
querulous, complaining. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) content, 
contented, happy, fulfilled, gratified, 
pleased, idealistic 

dissenter: (n, v) dissident; (n) 
contestant, separatist, maverick, 
dissentient, sectarian, objector, 
protester, rebel, demonstrator, 
recusant. ANTONYM: (n) 
conformist 

dissenting: (adj) dissident, heretical, 
discordant, profane, unorthodox, 
uncooperative, skeptical, 
sacrilegious, recalcitrant; (v) 
disagreeing, disagree. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) conformist, cooperative 

distinctness: (n) clearness, sharpness, 
definition, otherness, perspicuity, 
discreteness, articulate sound, 
separation, uncloudedness, 
dissimilarity; (adj) conspicuousness. 
ANTONYM: (n) indistinctness 

distinguishable: (adj, adv) 
appreciable, perceptible, definite, 
visible; (adj) distinct, apparent, 
marked, differentiable, recognizable; 
(adv) observable, noticeable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inseparable 

distracting: (adj) unsettling, 
vociferous, unruly, troublesome, 
troublemaking, misleading, 
embarrassing, divulsive, disruptive; 
(v) riveting, exciting 

distressed: (adj) worried, distraught, 
anxious, sad, disturbed, downcast, 
hurt, distracted, wretched, shocked, 
troubled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
composed, content, euphoric, 
happy, comforted, glad, joyful, 
collected, unconcerned, unaffected 

distrusted: (adj) suspect 
distrustful: (adj) suspicious, 

doubtful, diffident, distrust, jealous, 
leery, shy, apprehensive, skeptical, 
scrupulous, disbelieving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) trusting, 
trustful, aggressive, assured, 
believing, faithful, unwary, certain, 
optimistic 

divest: (v) bereave, dispossess, 
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dismantle, denude, despoil, strip, 
disrobe, free, relieve, discharge, 
unclothe. ANTONYMS: (v) invest, 
clothe, cover, dress, provide, 
bequeath, harbor, add 

divination: (n) augury, prediction, 
necromancy, palmistry, sorcery, 
witchcraft, fortune telling, oracle, 
prophecy, foretelling, soothsaying 

divining: (adj) oracular; (n) dowsing 
divinity: (n) God, theology, 

divineness, immortal, godship, 
godhead, spirit, demiurge, 
apologetics, demigod; (adj, n) the 
Deity. ANTONYM: (n) devil 

dizziness: (n) giddiness, swimming, 
faint, symptom, nausea, perkiness, 
playfulness, flightiness, 
lightheartedness, laughing and 
joking; (v) scotomy 

doctrinal: (v) academic, relating to 
belief, scholastic; (adj) dogmatical, 
orthodox, religious, theological, 
traditional, conventional 

doings: (n) conduct, behavior, 
behaviour, deportment, demeanour, 
proceeding, episode, traffic; (v) act, 
deed, job 

dolefully: (adv) sadly, mournfully, 
disconsolately, gloomily, dismally, 
glumly, somberly, ruefully, 
melancholy, funereally, unhappily 

dolt: (n) ass, fool, dummy, dunce, 
clod, dumbbell, dullard, stupid, 
pudding head, oaf, numskull. 
ANTONYMS: (n) intellect, whiz 

don't: (adv) not; (n) taboo, 
prohibition 

door-place: (n) doorway 
dote: (adj, v) drivel; (v) maturate, 

fond, doat; (adj) ramble, wander, 
rave, trifle 

doting: (adj) fond, loving, 
affectionate, devoted, delirious, 
caring, amorous, wandering, silly, 
lovesome; (v) dote. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) inattentive, indifferent, 
neglectful, uncaring, disapproving, 
cold 

dotted: (adj) speckled, dappled, 
specked, spotted, dashed, stippled, 
scattered, spotty, dot, mottled, 
broken 

doubtfully: (adj, adv) hesitantly, 
distrustfully; (adv) suspiciously, 
uncertainly, doubtingly, tentatively, 
indecisively, unsurely, skeptically, 
precariously, shadily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) indisputably, surely, 
trustingly, inevitably, confidently, 
optimistically, plausibly 

downfall: (n) ruin, decline, 

destruction, debacle, defeat, descent, 
decadence, failure, undoing, 
devastation, bane. ANTONYMS: (n) 
making, ascension, lift, salvation, 
victory, creation, beginning 

downright: (adj, n) absolute; (adj, v) 
sheer, clear; (adj) dead, blunt, 
candid, plain; (adv) absolutely, 
thoroughly, wholly, decidedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) semi, limited, 
incomplete, questionable, slight; 
(adv) hardly 

downy: (adj) flossy, fuzzy, soft, hairy, 
fleecy, silken, nappy, furry, 
downlike; (v) flocculent, flaccid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) coarse, hard 

doze: (n, v) snooze, sleep, slumber, 
drowse, siesta, forty winks, rest; (v) 
catnap, nod, coma, nod off. 
ANTONYM: (v) wake 

dozing: (adj) drowsy, dozy, nodding, 
napping, asleep, sleepy, tired 

drab: (adj) dreary, gloomy, dingy, 
cheerless, somber, boring, dowdy, 
dark, colorless, dull, depressing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) colorful, vivid, 
brilliant, chic, flashy, interesting, 
cheerful, distinctive, smart, strong 

draining: (n) drainage, emptying, 
refinement; (adj) wearing, ruinous, 
tiresome, fatiguing, irksome, tiring, 
strenuous; (v) consume. 
ANTONYM: (adj) undemanding 

dramatist: (n) author, writer, 
mimographer, screenwriter, Ibsen, 
wilder, Vega, Shaw, Shakespearean, 
senecas, scribe 

drapery: (n) drape, clothing, dress, 
blind, raiment, costume, toilette, 
furnishings, trim, guise, toilet 

draught: (n, v) draft, sketch, design, 
potation, plan; (n) dose, air current, 
wind, gulp, outline; (v) blueprint 

draughts: (n) solitaire, go bang, 
backgammon, misere chess, chess, 
dominos, board game 

dreaded: (adj) awful, terrible, 
cowardly, causing horror, dire, 
direful, desperate, dreadful, fearful, 
fearsome; (v) drad 

dreadfully: (adj, adv) frightfully, 
shockingly; (adv) fearfully, 
appallingly, hideously, 
horrendously, horribly, atrociously, 
ghastly, tremendously, horridly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) pleasantly, 
wonderfully, happily, hardly, 
superbly, well 

dreading: (adj) anxious 
dreamily: (adv) languorously, 

moonily, pensively, sleepily, 
dreamfully, vaguely, visionarily, 

slowly, shadowily, idealistically, 
lethargically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
vigorously, alertly, calmly, carefully 

dreaminess: (n) relaxation, lethargy, 
easiness, reverie, stillness, slowness, 
torpor, sleepiness, rest, pensiveness, 
languor. ANTONYMS: (n) vigor, 
concentration 

dreamy: (adj) faraway, romantic, 
impractical, somnolent, visionary, 
sleepy, pensive, moony, idealistic, 
drowsy; (v) balmy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cynical, vigorous, pragmatic, 
practical, awake, alert, ordinary, 
prosaic 

dreariness: (n) desolation, tedium, 
dullness, gloominess, boringness, 
dulness, depression, boredom, 
sadness, bleakness, gloom. 
ANTONYMS: (n) brightness, 
cheerfulness, splendor 

dreary: (adj) depressing, drab, dull, 
cheerless, drear, miserable, gloomy, 
dark, dismal, stuffy, disconsolate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) interesting, 
cheerful, sunny, brilliant, lively, 
light, exciting, clear, cheery, 
pleasant, exotic 

dribble: (n, v) trickle, drop, drool, 
slobber, drivel, flow; (v) distill, ooze, 
trill, spout; (n) spit. ANTONYMS: 
(v) swamp, stream, pour, gush, 
inundate 

drills: (n) training, movements, 
workout, cardiovascular exercise, 
military exercises, aerobics, 
maneuvers, callisthenics 

dripping: (adj) wet, damp, drenched, 
sodden, soaked, soggy; (adj, adv) 
sopping, soaking; (adj, v) reeking; 
(n) dribble, a drop. ANTONYM: 
(adj) lacking 

drown: (v) drench, submerge, 
overwhelm, choke, engulf, flood, 
swamp, inundate, suffocate, 
asphyxiate; (adj, n, v) sink. 
ANTONYMS: (v) float, swim, 
amplify, dry 

drowning: (n) masking, demersion 
drowsiness: (n) sleepiness, lethargy, 

dullness, doziness, laziness, 
somnolency, inertia, drowse, 
lassitude, languor, sluggishness. 
ANTONYM: (n) alertness 

druggist: (n) apothecary, chemist, 
pharmacy, pharmaceutist, 
dispensatory, drug store, 
pharmacopolist, pill roller, drugger, 
drugster, medical attendant 

drumming: (n) roll, drums, sound, 
thump, pulse, barrelling, percussion, 
buzzing, stress, tapping, throb 
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drunkard: (n) alcoholic, drinker, 
boozer, dipsomaniac, rummy, 
inebriate, toper, sot, bibber, lush, 
imbiber 

drunkenness: (n) alcoholism, 
inebriety, ebriety, drinking, drink, 
intoxication, crapulence, grogginess, 
insobriety, tipsiness, alcohol 
addiction 

dryly: (adv) coldly, sternly, sourly, 
sarcastically, laconically, huskily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) interestingly, 
warmly 

dues: (n) tax, obligation, tallage, 
assessment, sess, cost, contribution, 
impost, toll, union dues, deficit 

duet: (n) twosome, deuce, brace, pair, 
duo, duetto, dyad, two, Twain, 
Gemini, twins 

dully: (adv) slowly, sluggishly, 
stupidly, tediously, drearily, 
heavily, tamely, boringly, 
monotonously, tiresomely, bluntly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) animatedly, 
luminously, brightly, brilliantly 

dulness: (n) dullness, matt, 
dreariness, dimness, bluntness, 
flatness, boringness, vapidity, 
jejunity, mat, tedium. ANTONYMS: 
(n) brightness, asperity 

duster: (n) rag, smock, dustcloth, 
dust storm, dusting machine, spray, 
dishcloth, dustrag; (v) doily, doyley, 
sponge 

dusting: (n) sprinkling, dry spraying, 
film, coating 

dwell: (adj, v) inhabit; (v) reside, 
bide, live, stay, lodge, delay, occupy, 
continue, be, settle. ANTONYM: (v) 
wander 

dwelt: (v) dwell, inhabit 
dwindle: (v) abate, diminish, decline, 

decrease, contract, recede, fade, fall, 
lessen, reduce, wane. ANTONYMS: 
(v) mushroom, accumulate, enlarge, 
expand, extend, grow, strengthen, 
rise 

dwindling: (adj) decreasing, 
declining, abating, diminishing, 
waning; (n) lessening, narrowing, 
dwindlement, shrinking; (v) 
dwindle; (adv) diminishingly. 
ANTONYMS: (n) growth; (adj) 
burgeoning, high 

dyed: (adj) colored, tinted, coloured, 
bleached, stained, painted, 
artificially coloured, biased, 
artificial, unreal, colorful 

eagerness: (n, v) desire, aspiration; 
(n) enthusiasm, avidity, cupidity, 
readiness, passion, keenness, 
ambition, fervor, avidness. 

ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
unwillingness, aloofness, disinterest, 
lethargy, listlessness, patience, 
gloom, reluctance 

earnest: (adj, v) devout; (adj) eager, 
solemn, heartfelt, diligent, studious, 
sincere, intense, ardent, staid; (n) 
guarantee. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
flippant, halfhearted, uncertain, 
insincere, unimportant, nonchalant, 
lethargic, apathetic, unenthusiastic, 
indifferent, frivolous 

earnestly: (adj, adv) seriously; (adv) 
eagerly, intently, zealously, 
solemnly, ardently, fervently, 
heartily, gravely, warmly, 
passionately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
indifferently, insincerely, 
unconcernedly, jokingly 

earnestness: (n) seriousness, 
sincerity, gravity, fervor, devotion, 
graveness, staidness, honesty; (adj, 
n) ardor, zeal, intentness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) slackness, 
lightness, carelessness, 
frivolousness, cheerfulness, 
insincerity, flippancy 

earrings: (n) charms, bracelets, rings, 
ornaments, necklaces, jewels, 
jewelry, costume jewelry, trinkets 

earshot: (n) earreach, audience, 
auditory modality, stone's throw, 
audition, auditory sense, range; (n, 
v) sound 

earthenware: (v) China, porcelain, 
pottery, ceramic ware; (adj) ceramic; 
(n) ceramics, delft, clay, stoneware, 
faience, majolica 

earthly: (adj, n) terrestrial; (adj) 
carnal, worldly, conceivable, 
human, geotic, secular, terrene, 
temporal, telluric, sublunary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) spiritual, divine, 
ethereal, immortal, impossible, 
improbable, inconceivable, celestial 

earthy: (adj) coarse, mundane, 
earthly, realistic, vulgar, worldly, 
gross, terrestrial, natural, terrene, 
rude. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sophisticated, cultured, clean 

eastward: (adj) eastbound, eastern; 
(adv) eastwards 

eats: (n) grub, chuck, food, meat, 
meal, diet, nurture, eat, dinner, 
board, feed 

echoing: (adj) resonant, hollow, 
resounding, deep, booming, loud, 
ringing, spacious, vast; (n) imitation, 
roll. ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, weak, 
cramped 

eclipse: (v) darken, overshadow, 
cloud, shade, outdo, surpass, dim, 

transcend, outshine, outweigh; (n) 
disappearance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rise; (v) fail, brighten, clear, disclose 

ecstatic: (adj) delighted, excited, 
rhapsodic, rapt, exultant, blissful, 
joyful, elated, happy, transported; 
(n, v) thrilling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
depressed, down, unhappy, 
dejected, desolate, despairing, 
miserable, troubled, sad, calm 

edged: (adj) cutting, sharp, bordered, 
pointed, bounded, keen, 
penetrating, sharper, stinging, 
unkind, bleak 

edification: (n) enlightenment, 
education, illumination, building, 
disenchantment, architecture, 
disillusionment, civilization, 
schooling, teaching, learning 

edifying: (adj) enlightening, didactic, 
instructive, educational, 
advantageous, rewarding, 
benignant, improving, profitable, 
illuminating, helpful. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unedifying 

e'er: (adv) ever, forever 
effectually: (adv) efficaciously, 

effectively, validly, adequately, 
potently, tellingly, strongly, 
decisively; (adj) nicely, fully, head 
and shoulders. ANTONYM: (adv) 
ineffectually 

effulgent: (adj) beamy, beaming, 
brilliant, radiant, lucid, lustrous, 
luminous, resplendent, shining, 
incandescent; (adj, v) refulgent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, gloomy, 
murky, dark 

egoism: (n) selfishness, egocentrism, 
self-love, trait, pride, vanity, 
egocentricity, egomism, narcissism, 
introspection, insensitivity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) selflessness, 
conformity 

elaboration: (n) amplification, 
complexity, development, 
elaborateness, decoration, finish, 
expansion, intricacy, exaggeration; 
(n, v) refinement; (v) correction 

elastic: (adj) flexible, springy, soft, 
pliable, resilient, limber, pliant, 
yielding, ductile, buoyant; (n) 
rubber band. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rigid, stiff, inflexible, inelastic, 
unadaptable, intolerant, firm, hard, 
unyielding 

elasticity: (n) spring, tone, buoyancy, 
suppleness, springiness, flexibility, 
resiliency, resilience, pliability, 
tonicity; (adj) elastic force. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stiffness, 
inflexibility, rigidity 
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elation: (n) bliss, excitement, delight, 
euphoria, rapture, joy, happiness, 
joyousness, high spirits, 
exhilaration, exultation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) depression, 
sorrow, unhappiness, misery, 
sadness, despair, agony, dejection, 
dislike, desolation 

elegantly: (adv) exquisitely, 
tastefully, genteelly, neatly, 
delicately, handsomely, finely, 
stylishly, refinedly, polishedly, 
beautifully. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
coarsely, clumsily, tastelessly, 
untidily, awkwardly, vigorously 

elevating: (adj) inspiring, 
exhilarating 

elicit: (v) educe, derive, cause, fetch, 
evoke, extract, arouse, excite, 
provoke, draw out, discover. 
ANTONYMS: (v) cover, forgo, hide, 
halt 

elongation: (n) extension, stretch, 
expansion, longness, improver, 
length, production, renewal, 
continuation, protraction, 
lengthening 

eloquence: (n) style, fluency, oratory, 
rhetoric, articulateness, expression, 
volubility, persuasiveness, 
articulacy, facundity, way with 
words. ANTONYM: (n) 
inarticulateness 

embarrass: (v) baffle, bother, 
confound, hinder, disconcert, block, 
complicate, impede, discomfit; (adj, 
v) bewilder, encumber. 
ANTONYMS: (v) comfort, please, 
soothe, relieve 

embers: (v) cinder, ash, scoriae; (n) 
fire, ashes 

embittering: (adj) onerous 
embodied: (adj) incarnate, corporate, 

corporeal, corporal, bodied, 
personified, incorporated, 
combined, tangible, associated, in 
person 

embodiment: (n) shape, epitome, 
incarnation, avatar, amalgamation, 
union, unification, incorporation, 
coalescence, cast; (adj) integration 

embonpoint: (adj) chubby, buxom, 
lustihood, flesh and blood, plump, 
busty, curvaceous, curvy; (n) 
obesity, fleshiness, corporation 

embracing: (n) embrace, hugging, 
kissing, taking on, implementation, 
espousal, clutches; (adj) twining, 
osculant, grasping, close 

embroidered: (adj) ornate, inflated, 
exaggerated, bewrought, decorated 

eminence: (n) distinction, elevation, 

altitude, celebrity, superiority, rank, 
excellence, fame, glory, prominence, 
status. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insignificance, cavity, depression, 
unimportance, dip, commonness, 
inferiority 

emphatic: (adj) decided, categorical, 
expressive, forceful, pronounced, 
assertive, loud, important, 
emphatical, insistent; (adj, v) 
absolute. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
insignificant, unassertive, 
understated, unemphatic, 
halfhearted 

emphatically: (adv) decidedly, 
definitely, positively, categorically, 
flatly, distinctly, absolutely, 
explicitly, forcefully, firmly, 
expressly 

empress: (n) emperor, margravine, 
sultana, infanta, queen, princess, 
noble, monarch, lady, ruler, 
emperess 

emptying: (n) evacuation, draining, 
discharge, voidance, drainage, 
remotion, removal, voiding, 
elimination, unloading; (adj) 
cathartic 

encircling: (adj, prep) surrounding; 
(prep) around; (adj) comprehensive, 
encompassing, roundabout, 
circuitous, rotary, circumferential, 
inclusive; (v) encircle 

encore: (adv) again, ditto, afresh, 
once more, de Novo; (v) cheer, 
applaud, call for; (n) performance, 
repetition, Godspeed 

encouragingly: (adv) promisingly, 
inspiritingly, encourage, hopefully, 
propitiously, positively, 
sympathetically, cheeringly, 
hortatorily, brightly, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) negatively, 
inauspiciously 

endurable: (adj) bearable, 
supportable, tolerable, livable, 
sufferable, acceptable, sustainable, 
unobjectionable, manageable, 
patible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
intolerable, unbearable, 
unendurable 

endurance: (adj, n) sufferance; (n) 
stamina, tolerance, courage, 
permanence, continuance, energy, 
fortitude, tenacity, duration, 
toughness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
weakness, inconsistency, 
impatience, frailty, discontinuation, 
discontinuance, death 

enervating: (adj) enfeebling, 
weakening, debilitative, debilitating, 
weaken, tedious, causing 

debilitation, taxing 
enlarge: (v) expand, aggrandize, 

augment, dilate, distend, widen, 
increase, elaborate, extend, blow up, 
grow. ANTONYMS: (v) reduce, 
shrink, contract, decrease, compress, 
condense, diminish, lessen, 
minimize, narrow, abridge 

enlarging: (adj) growing, 
augmenting, increscent, expanding; 
(n) amplification, addition 

enlightened: (adj) liberal, 
disillusioned, progressive, cultured, 
aware, informed, learned, lettered; 
(adj, v) wise; (n, v) savant; (v) 
shrewd. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
puzzled, unenlightened, 
uninformed, confounded, confused, 
ignorant, perplexed, wild, 
reactionary, traditional; (n) 
uninitiate 

enriching: (n) enrichment; (v) enrich; 
(adj) uplifting, educational, 
inspiring, elevating, edifying, 
artistic, enlightening 

enslaved: (adj) captive, locked up, 
charmed, incarcerated, in bondage, 
in prison, bound, subject, beguiled, 
cringing; (v) subjected 

entail: (v) imply, involve, demand, 
mean, need, induce, evoke, 
implicate, require, to bar an entail, 
draw down 

entangled: (adj) complicated, 
intricate, embroiled, complex, foul, 
confused, matted, tangled, 
inextricable, knotty; (v) entangle 

entice: (n, v) lure, attract, seduce, 
tempt; (v) cajole, bait, draw, charm, 
coax, allure, captivate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dissuade, repulse, 
discourage, force 

enticed: (adj) interested 
enticing: (adj, v) alluring; (adj) 

tempting, attractive, beguiling, 
inviting, seductive, engaging, 
fetching, appealing, fascinating, 
enthralling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unappealing, unattractive, revolting 

entrancing: (adj) captivating, 
enthralling, bewitching, fascinating, 
charming, attractive, magnetic, 
glamorous, tempting, engaging, 
enticing. ANTONYM: (adj) boring 

entreat: (v) beg, beseech, ask, 
implore, pray, adjure, appeal, 
request, conjure, crave, bid. 
ANTONYMS: (v) demand, reject 

entreatingly: (adv) imploringly, 
suppliantly, pleadingly, 
importunately 

entreaty: (n) plea, prayer, request, 
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petition, adjuration, supplication, 
suit, demand, desire, invocation; (v) 
solicitation 

entwine: (n, v) twine; (v) coil, wind, 
curl, knit, tangle, interlace, enlace, 
lace, fold; (n) wreathe. 
ANTONYMS: (v) untwist, 
straighten, uncoil, untwine, unwind, 
disentangle, unpick, undo 

envying: (adj) invidious 
epicurean: (n) gastronome, gourmet, 

bon vivant, sensualist, hedonist, 
connoisseur; (adj) sybaritic, 
voluptuary, voluptuous, luxurious, 
luscious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
austere, humble, modest, plain, 
simple 

epigram: (n) aphorism, joke, 
witticism, expression, locution, 
saying, crack, wisecrack, moral, jeu 
d'esprit, smart saying 

epilogue: (n) epilog, ending, 
afterword, end, close, closing, 
conclusion, finale, peroration, 
speech, sequel. ANTONYMS: (n) 
foreword, preface, prelude, 
prologue, introduction 

epoch: (n) era, date, period, day, 
season, time, term, cycle, crisis, date 
of reference, times 

equable: (adj) equal, temperate, 
stable, mild, balanced, peaceful, 
halcyon, placid, pacific, sedate, 
moderate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spasmodic, vacillating, variable, 
unequal, irregular, intemperate, 
fluctuating, inequable, jumpy, 
senseless 

equanimity: (n) aplomb, poise, 
calmness, calm, temper, peace, 
imperturbability, temperament, 
serenity, tranquility; (adj, n) 
stoicism. ANTONYMS: (n) panic, 
anger, excitableness, fear, hysteria, 
nervousness, agitation, anxiety 

erectness: (n) stance, verticalness, 
uprightness, verticality 

eros: (adj) yearning 
errand: (n) chore, mission, job, task, 

assignment, embassy, duty, charge, 
messenger, communication, work 

erring: (adj) devious, sinful, fallible, 
wrong, amiss, at fault, guilty, 
perverse, reprehensible; (n) 
transgression 

erroneous: (adj) incorrect, inaccurate, 
false, untrue, wrongful, improper, 
fallacious, amiss, unsound, faulty; 
(adj, v) mistaken. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) valid, right, accurate, true, 
reliable, real, wise, logical 

esteem: (n) deference, admiration; (n, 

v) respect, value, consideration, 
account; (v) appreciate, deem, adore, 
admire, count. ANTONYMS: (v) 
scorn, hate, disdain, insult, despise, 
abominate, abhor, dislike, reject; (n) 
disesteem, disapproval 

estimable: (adj) creditable, reputable, 
valuable, admirable, respectable, 
computable, honorable, good; (adj, 
n) worthy, meritorious, deserving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dishonorable, 
disliked, disregarded, disreputable, 
disrespected, scorned, contemptible, 
lamentable, unimpressive 

evade: (v) escape, avoid, parry, 
dodge, skirt, duck, sidestep, 
circumvent, hedge, fudge; (adj, v) 
equivocate. ANTONYMS: (v) face, 
address, accept, meet, acquire 

evading: (n) avoidance, escaping, 
dodging; (v) evade; (adj) intangible, 
fugitive 

evangelicalism: (n) revivalism; (adj) 
revivalistic 

everlasting: (adj) eternal, ceaseless, 
endless, constant, continual, 
perpetual, immortal, deathless, 
ageless, aeonian; (adj, n) lasting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) finite, 
ephemeral, fleeting, mortal, ending, 
terminating, inconstant, fragile, 
perishable 

evermore: (adj, adv) always, forever, 
ever; (adv) everlastingly, 
forevermore, perpetually, ever and 
again, for all time, until the end of 
time. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
temporarily, suddenly 

evils: (n) mala 
evil-smelling: (adj) rank, rancid 
exacting: (adj) fastidious, austere, 

strict, trying, stern, difficult, hard, 
finicky, nice; (adj, v) exigent; (adj, n) 
exact. ANTONYMS: (adj) lenient, 
relaxed, tolerant, unexacting, 
unfastidious, basic, careless, 
relaxing 

exaction: (n) extortion, demand, 
blackmail, reclamation, 
revendication, tax, requirement, 
enforcement, force, imposition, 
assessment 

exactitude: (n) precision, exactness, 
correctness, punctuality, fidelity, 
trueness, truth, veracity, rigor, 
thoroughness, promptitude. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vagueness, 
inaccuracy, inexactness 

exaggeration: (n) distortion, 
magnification, enlargement, 
overstatement, hyperbole, 
misrepresentation, caricatura, 

embellishment, elaboration, trope, 
romance. ANTONYMS: (n) irony, 
minimizing, reduction 

exaltation: (n) elation, ecstasy, 
apotheosis, worship, praise, rapture, 
deification, grandeur, adoration; (n, 
v) sublimation; (v) laud. 
ANTONYMS: (n) abasement, 
belittlement, debasement, 
degradation, humiliation, sorrow, 
derogation, disparagement 

exalted: (adj) elevated, eminent, 
noble, high, August, elated, 
dignified, great, sublime, grand, big. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) belittled, 
condemned, criticized, debased, 
humble, humiliated, low, lowly, 
minor, ridiculed, base 

exalting: (adj) exalt, ennobling, 
inspiring, humane, generous, 
exhilarating, dignifying, 
courageous, benevolent, abundant 

exasperated: (adj) incensed, annoyed, 
enraged, angered, indignant, mad, 
irate, irritated, cheesed off, testy; 
(adj, prep) provoked. ANTONYM: 
(adj) pleased 

exasperating: (adj) annoying, 
bothersome, maddening, 
infuriating, trying, irritating, 
tedious, vexatious, vexing, galling, 
exacerbating. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
pleasing, pleasant, satisfying 

exasperation: (adj, n) exacerbation; 
(n) wrath, annoyance, anger, 
resentment, rage, irritation, ire, 
indignation, heat, displeasure. 
ANTONYMS: (n) delight, calmness, 
satisfaction 

exceeding: (prep) beyond, more than, 
greater than; (adj) excessive, 
transcendent, extraordinary, 
exceptional, prodigious, surpassing, 
Olympian; (v) exceed 

excel: (v) top, surpass, cap, outdo, 
pass, eclipse, beat, transcend, lead, 
outshine; (adj, v) better. 
ANTONYMS: (v) flunk, trail 

excellently: (adv) splendidly, 
beautifully, exquisitely, 
magnificently, finely, marvelously, 
goodly, worthily, grandly, primely, 
superbly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
poorly, badly, terribly 

excepted: (v) except; (adj) let off, 
excused 

excessively: (adj, adv) immoderately, 
exorbitantly, inordinately; (adv) 
extremely, enormously, exceedingly, 
very, profusely, overly, 
exaggeratedly, intemperately. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) justifiably, 
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moderately, insufficiently 
excitable: (adj) nervous, irritable, 

combustible, hasty, edgy, fiery, 
sensitive, volatile, passionate, warm, 
quick. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unexcitable, calm, unflappable, 
easygoing, easy, tranquil, reliable, 
mild 

exclaim: (v) call out, call, shout, cry 
out, ejaculate, clamor, outcry, 
scream, shout out, speak, vociferate 

exclamation: (n) clamor, ejaculation, 
exclaiming, utterance, whoop, 
interjection, shout, expletive, deuce, 
Dickens, ecphonesis 

excommunicate: (v) curse, exclude, 
damn, proscribe, denounce, banish, 
fulminate, thunder against; (adj) 
blackball, exile, expatriate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, include, 
welcome 

excursion: (n) expedition, jaunt, 
outing, digression, drive, tour, 
airing, voyage, deviation, stroll; (n, 
v) journey 

execute: (v) do, achieve, complete, 
perform, accomplish, act, effect, 
carry out, enforce, make, fulfill. 
ANTONYMS: (v) abandon, ignore, 
disregard, Miss, forget, shirk, revive 

exemplary: (adj) model, typical, 
representative, classic, admonitory, 
ideal, warning, commendable, 
worthy, excellent, virtuous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) awful, lousy, 
poor, unconventional, 
reprehensible, wrong, substandard, 
blameworthy 

exertion: (n) application, exercise, 
endeavor, attempt, struggle, trouble, 
diligence, strain, labor, pull, essay. 
ANTONYMS: (n) idleness, 
inactivity, inertia, relaxation, 
laziness, ease 

exhausting: (adj) difficult, grueling, 
tiring, tiresome, exhaustingly, 
strenuous, draining, wearing, 
wearisome, wearying, hard. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) undemanding, 
refreshing, easy, light 

exhaustive: (adj) comprehensive, 
thorough, detailed, profound, close, 
full, sweeping, thoroughgoing, 
outright, perfect, full-scale. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) superficial, 
sketchy, perfunctory, incomplete, 
careless, cursory, restricted, rough 

exhibiting: (n) advertising; (adj) 
exhibitory, ostensive 

exhortation: (n) warning, monition, 
persuasion, suggestion, counsel, 
incitement, sermon, admonition, 

exhort, hortation, admonishment 
exorbitance: (n) excess, excessiveness, 

inordinateness, lavishment, 
exorbitancy, luxury, excessive 
excess, prosperity, outrageousness, 
enormity; (adj) extortion 

expansive: (adj) comprehensive, 
broad, effusive, communicative, 
outgoing, open, capacious, 
extensive, ample, spacious, 
demonstrative. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
restricted, restrained, reserved, 
withdrawn, silent, quiet, mean, 
inhibited, cramped, constricted, 
confined 

expectant: (adj) hopeful, enceinte, 
anticipative, big, gravid, eager, 
heavy, confident, with child, 
watchful; (adj, v) pregnant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uninterested, 
apathetic, indifferent 

expel: (v) evict, banish, exclude, exile, 
eliminate, discharge, deport, excrete, 
dispossess, dislodge; (adj, v) 
dismiss. ANTONYMS: (v) welcome, 
retain, invite, appoint, admit, allow, 
block 

exposition: (n) comment, exhibition, 
show, explanation, elucidation, 
clarification, exhibit, description, 
demonstration, dissertation, fair 

exquisitely: (adv) excellently, finely, 
magnificently, perfectly, beautifully, 
gorgeously, superbly, keenly, 
subtlely; (adj, adv) intensely, 
exceedingly 

extenuated: (adj) marcid, tabid, 
rawboned, shriveled, lanky; (n) 
barebone 

extinguished: (adj) extinct, out, dead, 
quenched, allayed, destroyed; (n) 
defunctness, complete annihilation, 
experimental extinction, 
extermination, extinction 

extravagance: (n) dissipation, luxury, 
excess, profligacy, lavishness, 
squandering, recklessness, waste, 
prodigality, magnificence, 
immoderateness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
economy, frugality, parsimony, 
prudence, paucity, moderation, 
austerity, necessity, bareness 

extremity: (n) end, member, 
boundary, bound, close, appendage, 
limit, limb, ending, fringe, 
conclusion. ANTONYMS: (n) trunk, 
average, minimum, head, leniency 

exultant: (adj, v) jubilant, triumphant; 
(n) buoyant, buoyed up; (adj) 
gleeful, joyful, triumphal, victorious, 
exulting, ecstatic, glad. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) miserable, 

downhearted, depressed, sorrowful, 
unhappy 

exultation: (n) jubilation, joy, delight, 
ecstasy, elation, rejoicing, revelling, 
transport, joyousness, bliss, glee. 
ANTONYMS: (n) depression, 
desolation, misery, sorrow 

eyelash: (n) cilium, eyelashes, cut, 
eyewinker, hair 

eyelashes: (n) cilia 
fable: (n) legend, fiction, tale, story, 

fabrication, fairy tale, lie, myth, 
anecdote; (adj, n) apologue, parable. 
ANTONYMS: (n) fact, history 

facetious: (adj) humorous, comical, 
frivolous, funny, comic, whimsical, 
laughable, jocose, jocular; (adj, n) 
witty; (n) amusing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) grave, lugubrious, sober, 
somber, formal 

facile: (adj, v) easy, comfortable; (adj) 
effortless, cushy, dexterous, fluent, 
expert, indulgent, light, deft, glib. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) laborious, 
complicated, hard, difficult, original 

faculties: (n) mother wit 
fading: (n) attenuation, bleaching, 

discoloration, disappearance, 
evaporation, colour fading, decay; 
(adj) disappearing, paling, 
weakening, decaying. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) thriving, increasing, growing 

fainting: (n) swoon, syncope, 
deliquium, lipothymy, prostration, 
stupor; (adj) lipothymic 

faintness: (n) weakness, debility, 
indistinctness, languor, fuzziness, 
blurriness, fogginess, dullness, 
ambiguity, lassitude, infirmity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) acuteness, 
strength, harshness, clearness, 
loudness, clarity 

fair-haired: (n) blonde; (adj) pet, 
favorite, beloved, favored, dear, 
precious 

fairish: (adj) moderate, bonny, 
reasonable, mediocre, so-so, 
medium, comely, bonnie, blonde, 
blond, average 

fair-minded: (adj) even-handed, just, 
impartial, neutral, sane 

faithfully: (adv) exactly, accurately, 
sincerely, staunchly, precisely, truly, 
authentically, dutifully, literally, 
steadfastly, truely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) unfaithfully, approximately, 
falsely, insincerely, carelessly, 
inaccurately 

fallow: (adj) dormant, yellow, 
unbroken, uncultivated, citrine, 
aureate, idle, unplanted, unseeded; 
(n) tillage, tilth. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
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planted, fertile, cultivated, active, 
prolific, creative 

falsehood: (n) fable, fabrication, 
deception, untruth, lie, fib, fiction, 
invention, dishonesty; (adj, n) 
deceit, falsity. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
honesty, reality 

falsity: (n) deceit, fabrication, lie, 
falsification, falseness, deception, 
fable, disloyalty, dishonesty, 
unreality, fiction. ANTONYMS: (n) 
validity, verity 

familiarly: (adv) intimately, usually, 
ordinarily, nearly, frequently, 
commonly, regularly, informally, 
closely, acquaintedly, 
conventionally. ANTONYM: (adv) 
distantly 

fancies: (n) stock 
fancying: (n) daydream, fantasy 
fanning: (n) ventilation 
farce: (n) comedy, travesty, joke, 

mockery, sham, play, charade, 
caricature, dressing, forcemeat, 
buffoonery. ANTONYMS: (n) 
tragedy, drama 

farmyard: (n) yard, barton 
far-off: (adj) distant, far, faraway, 

outlying, extreme, inaccessible, last, 
long, obscure, unknown, wide 

farthest: (adj) ultimate, extreme, 
farthermost, utmost, uttermost, last, 
furthermost, endmost, greatest, 
most distant; (adj, adv) remotest. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) closest, nearest 

farthing: (n) craps, faro, ante, chuck, 
doit, small change; (adj) bulrush, 
pinch of snuff, peppercorn, old son, 
jot 

fashioned: (adj) formed, featured, 
fictitious, intentional, bent, wrought 

fashioning: (n) devising, 
cartography, making, cartographic, 
cartographical, mapmaking 

fasten: (adj, v) attach, fix, affix; (v) 
connect, bind, tie, tack, pin, stick, 
clasp, anchor. ANTONYMS: (v) 
detach, undo, unlock, loosen, 
release, open, disconnect, untie, 
separate, unscrew 

fastened: (adj) tied, fast, buttoned, 
closed, tight, secure, pinned, 
binding, empight, steady, firm. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unfastened, 
unbuttoned 

fastening: (n) clasp, clip, buckle, 
attachment, lock, catch, link, 
bonding; (n, v) bond; (v) tie, bind 

fastidious: (adj, n) exacting, critical, 
accurate; (adj) delicate, particular, 
careful, exigent, dainty, 
discriminating, nice, fussy. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unfastidious, careless, uncouth, 
uncritical, easy, indifferent, 
undemanding, slapdash, relaxed, 
easygoing 

fasting: (n) abstinence, white sheet, 
shrift, sackcloth and ashes, 
maceration, lustration, flagellation, 
watching one's weight, hunger 
strike, penance; (v) calorie counting 

fatalistic: (adj) pessimistic, accepting, 
calm, negative, patient, stoical, 
unruffled 

fatally: (adv) lethally, fatefully, 
perniciously, disastrously, 
destructively, terminally, deadly, 
pestilently, killingly, calamitously; 
(adj, adv) dangerously 

fatherless: (adj) bastard, unfathered, 
misbegotten, bereaved, childless, 
parentless, orbate, unparented; (v) 
helpless, unfriended 

fatherly: (adj) fatherlike, loving, 
motherly, sisterly, parental, 
affectionate, benevolent, benign; 
(adj, adv) kind; (adv) patriarchal, 
indulgent. ANTONYM: (adv) 
motherly 

fatigued: (adj) tired, weary, beat, 
worn, tired out, jaded, spent, worn 
out, done in, fagged, run-down. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refreshed, alert, 
lively, energized, energetic 

fatty: (adj) adipose, greasy, oily, 
obese, rich, heavy, unctuous, suety, 
chubby; (n) fat person, fatso. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lean, thin, 
nonfat, light 

fearless: (adj, n) daring; (adj) brave, 
dauntless, courageous, undaunted, 
intrepid, heroic, audacious, gallant, 
confident, valiant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) afraid, frightened, scared, 
apprehensive, terrified, timid 

feat: (n) deed, accomplishment, 
achievement, act, effort, 
performance, action, triumph, 
attainment, trick; (adj) fetis . 
ANTONYM: (n) inaction 

feathered: (adj) plumy, plumelike, 
featherlike, plumose, plumed, 
plumaged, fledged, plumigerous, 
flighted, decorated; (v) fledge 

feebly: (adv) faintly, 
unenthusiastically, dimly, 
hopelessly, unproductively, 
unpersuasively, unconvincingly, 
uncertainly, reluctantly, 
powerlessly, insipidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) robustly, 
confidently, domineeringly, 
vehemently, stubbornly, strongly, 

effectively, convincingly, 
competently, admirably, 
wholeheartedly 

feeds: (n) feeding 
feigned: (adj) false, affected, 

assumed, dummy, unnatural, 
fictitious; (adj, v) sham, counterfeit, 
spurious, mock, pretended. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sincere, genuine, 
natural, wholehearted, heartfelt, real 

felicity: (n) happiness, bliss, 
blessedness, beatitude, luck, 
felicitousness, joy, fortune, ecstasy, 
enjoyment, appropriateness. 
ANTONYM: (n) infelicity 

feller: (n) chap, faller, fella, fellow, 
lumberjack, logger, dude, Dick, 
woodcutter, guy, comrade 

fellow-feeling: (n) kindness 
fend: (v) repel, resist, dispel, guard, 

counteract, obstruct, ward off, 
protect, safeguard, fend off; (n) fen 

fender: (n) wing, cushion, barrier, 
mudguard, dashboard, guard, 
mudguard seat, cowcatcher, 
framework, sheer log, framing 

fern: (n) maidenhair, davallia, 
christella, pteridophyte, fan fern, 
bristle fern, button fern, buckler 
fern, cliff brake, beech fern, canker 
brake 

ferret: (n) detective, Mustela nigripes, 
foulmart, fitch, musteline, mustelid; 
(v) grub, ferret out, search, seek, 
ransack 

fervid: (adj) ardent, burning, hot, 
vehement, eager, passionate, 
impassioned, fiery, enthusiastic; 
(adj, v) warm, glowing 

fervour: (n) ardour, fervidness, 
fervency, fervor, ardor, enthusiasm, 
eagerness, zest, elan, ardency, fire 

fetching: (adj) attractive, engaging, 
tempting, winning, fetch, charming, 
catching, catchy, taking, fetchingly, 
fascinating. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unattractive, repulsive, ugly 

fete: (n) feast, festival, carnival, party, 
banquet, celebration, gala, festivity, 
fiesta, eisteddfod; (v) celebrate 

fetters: (n) chains, captivity, bond, 
restraint, irons, handcuffs, iron, 
enduring; (v) confine, fee, embellish. 
ANTONYM: (n) liberation 

fevered: (adj) febrile, hectic, hot, fiery 
feverish: (adj) febrile, feverous, fiery, 

frenzied, fevered, excited, sick, 
fanatical; (adj, v) hot, flushed; (adj, 
n) hysterical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
calm, afebrile, collected, composed, 
mellow 

fiddle: (n, v) con, cheat, trick; (v) 
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tamper, play, diddle, meddle, tinker; 
(n) kit, swindle, fraud 

fidget: (adj) bustle, bother, hurry, 
fuss, stir; (n) agitation, fidgetiness, 
restlessness; (v) agitate, squirm, 
wiggle 

fidgetiness: (n) agitation, 
restlessness, uneasiness, impatience; 
(adj) bother, ado, bustle, stir, fidgets, 
pottering, movement 

fidgety: (adj, n) nervous; (adj) 
unquiet, fretful, fussy, anxious, 
hasty, jittery, jumpy, mercurial, 
restive; (n) apprehensive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, calm 

fierceness: (n) ferocity, violence, 
cruelty, force, brutality, rage, 
intensity, strength, vehemence, 
wildness, ferociousness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) friendliness, 
calmness, meekness 

fife: (n) flute, whistle, flageolet, 
piccolo, pipe 

figurative: (adj) metaphorical, 
figural, emblematic, representative, 
florid, flowery, symbolic, allusive, 
graphic, not literal; (n) tropical. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) factual, 
nonfigurative 

figuring: (n) calculation, reckoning, 
estimation, computing, figure, 
approximation, conversion, 
derivative, differential, estimate, 
derived function 

filial: (adj) dutiful 
finery: (n) regalia, clothing, attire, 

decoration, dress, pinchbeck, 
spangle, trimmings, gimcrack; (adj, 
n) tinsel, gewgaw. ANTONYM: (n) 
rags 

firelight: (adj) light, rushlight, 
starlight 

firmness: (adj, n) constancy; (n) 
determination, resolution, 
assurance, consistency, obstinacy, 
steadfastness, resolve, confidence, 
courage, backbone. ANTONYMS: 
(n) softness, instability, vacillation, 
unsteadiness, yielding, 
irresoluteness, droopiness, 
indefiniteness, indecisiveness, 
indecision, leniency 

first-born: (adj) older 
first-rate: (adj) excellent, stunning, 

capital, posh, tiptop, dandy, ace, 
superior, classic, fine, clinking 

fishy: (adj) questionable, shady, 
suspect, suspicious, queer, devious, 
doubtful, uncertain, problematic, 
equivocal, ambiguous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) trustworthy, 
aboveboard, doubtless 

fitfully: (adv) intermittently, 
spasmodically, inconstantly, 
sporadically, unsteadily, unevenly, 
uncertainly, randomly, 
interruptedly, flickeringly, 
occasionally. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
recurrently, peacefully 

fives: (n) LA grace, battledore and 
shuttlecock, rackets, court game 

fixedly: (adv) steadily, steadfastly, 
regularly, intently, stably, setly, 
permanently, rigidly, unwaveringly, 
surely, resolutely 

fixity: (n) fixedness, fastness, 
firmness, fixing, immutability, 
constancy, inalterability, 
inflexibility, immobility, stronghold, 
fixture 

flail: (n, v) maul, flutter, wave; (v) 
thrash, flap, thresh, buffet, hit, beat 
up, hurt; (n) hammer 

flank: (n) side, aspect, wing, 
abdomen, facet, subfigure, 
formation; (v) border, skirt; (adj) 
cover, ward 

flannel: (n) washcloth, cloth, face 
cloth, pants, trousers, flannelette, 
white, tweed, gabardine; (v) blanket, 
fur 

flapping: (adj) loose, detached, 
baggy, streaming, flying, slack; (n) 
fluttering, flutter, flaps, dither, 
disturbance 

flare: (n, v) blaze, flame, burst, glare; 
(v) burn, glint, blaze up, burn up; (n) 
fire; (adj) detonate, explode 

flattered: (adj) pleased 
flattering: (adj) ingratiating, 

complimentary, courtly, obsequious, 
adulatory, fulsome, bland, candied, 
smooth, encouraging; (n) flattery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, 
critical, unflattering, unattractive, 
wounding, uncomplimentary, 
negative; (adv) partially 

flaunting: (adj, v) showy; (adj) 
flaunty, glittering, arty, blatant, 
pompous, bombastic, garish, gaudy; 
(n) parade, ostentation 

flavoured: (adj) seasoned, spiced, 
spicy, tasteful, flavorful 

flaw: (n, v) crevice, blemish, crack; 
(adj, n) fault, blot, blunder; (n) 
chink, demerit, cranny, break, chap. 
ANTONYMS: (n) strength, 
perfection 

flax: (n) hemp, lint, line, feature, 
clothesline, flex, figure, boundary; 
(v) hit, trounce, flog 

fledged: (adj) feathered, ripe, vaned, 
fledge, flidge 

fleeting: (adj) brief, momentary, 

ephemeral, passing, transient, short, 
fugitive, evanescent, transitory, 
temporal, short-lived. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) permanent, lasting, enduring, 
unforgettable, thorough, lengthy, 
long, slow 

flick: (n) film, motion picture, 
moving picture, movie, show, 
picture; (v) flip, click, jerk, snap, 
flicker 

flickering: (adj) sparkling, aflicker, 
desultory, capricious, glistening, 
shimmering, glittering; (n) 
twinkling, flicker, fluttering; (adv) 
flickeringly 

flimsy: (adj) light, weak, slight, 
sleazy, feeble, delicate, fragile, 
slender, tenuous, fine; (adj, v) limp. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sturdy, strong, 
weighty, heavy, persuasive, reliable, 
robust, convincing, durable, good, 
abundant 

flinching: (adj) diffident 
fling: (n, v) toss, throw, pitch, slam, 

hurl; (v) chuck, shoot, dash, rush, 
discard; (n) crack. ANTONYM: (v) 
collect 

flirt: (n, v) coquette; (v) dally, coquet, 
toy, romance, trifle, spoon; (n) 
dalliance, vamp, tease, flirting 

flirtation: (n) flirt, coquetry, flirting, 
romp, trifling, tease, play, frolic, 
gambol, amour, gallantry 

flirting: (n) flirtation, dalliance, flirt, 
coquetry, flirtingly, dawdling, 
coquette, toying, caper, frivolity 

flitting: (adj) fleeting, fugitive, 
momentary, transient, ephemeral; 
(v) migration 

florid: (adj) flamboyant, fancy, 
flowery, aureate, flashy, fresh, 
figurative, gorgeous; (adj, v) ornate, 
gaudy; (adj, n) ruddy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pale, plain 

flourishing: (adj) thriving, palmy, 
healthy, successful, luxuriant, 
booming, verdant, lush, auspicious, 
favorable, rich. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
arid, declining, fading, poor, 
unhealthy 

flowery: (adj, v) florid; (adj) bloomy, 
floral, blossomy, figurative, fancy, 
verbose, rhetorical, elaborate, 
ornamented; (v) gay. ANTONYM: 
(adj) concise 

fluctuating: (adj) variable, 
unpredictable, unstable, erratic, 
inconstant, irresolute, mutable, 
unsteady, irregular, fickle; (v) 
fluctuate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
constant, fixed 

fluently: (adv) easily, glibly, 
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eloquently, liquidly, flowingly, 
articulately, clearly, persuasively, 
verbosely, talkatively, fluidly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) awkwardly 

flurried: (adj) frightened, agitated; (v) 
gallied 

flushing: (n) rinsing, blush, flashing, 
Flushing process, Flushing system, 
histamine flush, hushing, water 
Flushing 

flustered: (adj) nervous, 
disconcerted, perturbed, unsettled, 
anxious, troubled, upset, 
bewildered, hurried, ill at ease; (n) 
groggy 

flutelike: (adj) channeled, fine 
flutter: (adj, n, v) bustle, flurry; (n, v) 

beat, palpitate, flap, wave, waver, 
quiver; (v) flit, flitter; (n) excitement 

fluttering: (adj) flying, palpitating, 
flittering, flaring, aflare, waving; (n) 
flutter, flapping, flicker, flitting; 
(adv) flutteringly 

foal: (n) filly, pony, calf, horse, Arab, 
charger, thoroughbred, racer, 
palfrey, nag, jument 

foaming: (adj) foamy, effervescent, 
effervescing, bubbly, bubbling, 
sparkling, spumy; (adj, n) frothing; 
(n) surging, effervescence, scum 

fogy: (n) fogey, fossil, oldster, die-
hard, fuddy-duddy, reactionary, 
hunker, dotard, stick-in-the-mud, 
fogie 

folding: (n) foldaway, plication, 
foldable, bend, crease, bending, 
flexure, pleating, collapsable, 
collapsible, doubling 

folio: (n) leaf, sheet, number, page 
number, flyleaf, quarto, octavo, 
blade, foliage, number the folios, 
book 

folks: (n) people, folk, tribe, relations, 
household, house, relatives, relative, 
kindred, lineage, kin 

fondling: (n) caressing, pet, caress, 
cuddling, dalliance, foreplay, 
stimulation, indulgence, darling, 
kissing, necking 

fondly: (adv) lovingly, tenderly, 
warmly, kindly, caringly, adoringly, 
devotedly, amorously, dearly, 
dotingly, foolishly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) coldly, ill 

fondness: (n) affection, attachment, 
love, taste, regard, appetite, 
tenderness, partiality, endearment, 
liking, relish. ANTONYMS: (n) 
aversion, indifference, neglect, 
antipathy, detachment, hatred 

foolery: (n) folly, tomfoolery, 
foolishness, buffoonery, clowning, 

inanity, romp, gambol, frolic, 
imbecility, lunacy 

foolishly: (adv) idiotically, 
ridiculously, stupidly, indiscreetly, 
silly, insanely, injudiciously, 
preposterously, absurdly, 
senselessly; (adj, adv) madly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) sensibly, 
solemnly, shrewdly, prudently, 
responsibly, judiciously, carefully, 
rationally 

foolishness: (n) folly, fatuity, 
craziness, nonsense, stupidity, 
indiscretion, ineptitude, mistake, 
fatuousness, irrationality; (adj, n) 
silliness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
prudence, sense, sensibleness, 
understanding, forethought, 
responsibility 

footman: (n) attendant, butler, 
follower, flunkey, flunky, varlet, 
servitor, valet de chambre, boy, 
knave; (n, v) lackey 

footpath: (n) track, walk, path, trail, 
sidewalk, footway, walkway, 
trottoir, way, lane, pavement 

footstep: (n) pace, footfall, track, 
footmark, vestige, tread, trail, stride, 
degree; (n, v) step, action 

forbearance: (n) patience, clemency, 
pardon, abstention, abstinence, 
mercy, longanimity, avoidance, 
postponement, indulgence, restraint. 
ANTONYMS: (n) impatience, 
intolerance 

forbid: (v) prohibit, ban, disallow, 
bar, obstruct, exclude, deny, avert, 
frustrate, to prohibit, enjoin. 
ANTONYMS: (v) allow, let, 
approve, authorize, stand 

forearm: (v) make sure, fortify, have 
a rod in pickle, prearm, build up, 
warn; (n) limb 

foreboding: (n) apprehension, 
boding, presentiment, fear, anxiety, 
premonition, misgiving, 
anticipation, sign; (adj) ominous, 
sinister. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
favorable; (n) calmness, bravery, 
equanimity 

forefathers: (n) patriarchs, forefather, 
ancestor, colony, lineage, family 

forefinger: (n) index finger, index, 
forefingers, paw, thumb, hand, 
exponent, antenna, feeler 

foregone: (adj) past, bypast, 
departed, gone, previous, preceding, 
precedent, former, dead, deceased, 
decided 

foreground: (n) front, scene, 
panorama, window, vista; (v) bring 
out, emphasize, highlight, cozy up, 

cotton up, accentuate. ANTONYM: 
(v) background 

forelock: (n) foretop, hair, ringlet, 
whorl, cotter, lock, quiff, curl, key 

foreman: (n) boss, master, overseer, 
gaffer, supervisor, ganger, 
craftsman, straw boss, foreperson, 
leader, foremen. ANTONYM: (n) 
worker 

forenoon: (n) morning, morn, am, 
period, daybreak, break of the day, 
morning time, first light, dayspring, 
a, cockcrow 

forepart: (n) front, fore, head, side, 
face, bow, figurehead, fore part, 
front end, battlefront 

foresaw: (v) foresee 
foresee: (v) expect, forecast, 

anticipate, envisage, previse, 
foreknow, prophesy, provide, 
foresaw, predict, see 

foreseen: (v) foresee, long expected; 
(adj) envisioned, foretold, 
contingent, concourse, coming, 
casual, adventitious, accidental, 
predictable 

foreshadow: (v) betoken, augur, 
bode, forebode, presage, 
prognosticate, prefigure, portend, 
bespeak, foreshow, signal 

forethought: (n) caution, care, 
forecast, anticipation, deliberation, 
premeditation, precaution, counsel, 
circumspection, consideration, 
discretion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
hindsight, unpreparedness, neglect, 
impulsiveness, carelessness 

forfeited: (adj) forfeit, lost, 
disfranchised, confiscated, 
appropriated, condemned 

forgave: (v) to excuse 
forge: (adj, v) falsify; (v) fake, devise, 

fabricate, fashion, contrive, coin, 
invent, construct, mould; (n, v) mint 

forgetfulness: (n) neglect, amnesia, 
obliviousness, inattention, memory 
loss, omission, unknowingness, 
unawareness, Lethe, carelessness, 
loss of memory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
awareness, concentration, 
remembering, attention 

forgiveness: (n) mercy, condonation, 
clemency, kindness, pity, remission, 
leniency, absolution, grace, 
compassion; (n, v) pardon. 
ANTONYMS: (n) condemnation, 
cruelty, harshness 

forlorn: (adj) hopeless, desolate, 
despairing, unhappy, miserable, 
deserted, disconsolate, downcast, 
cheerless, wretched, abject. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) happy, hopeful, 
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fine 
formless: (adj) shapeless, unformed, 

indistinct, unstructured, unbodied, 
nebulous, vague, indistinguishable, 
soft, fuzzy, rude. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
organized, clear, distinct 

forrard: (adv) fore, forrader, forward, 
forwards, frontward, frontwards, 
ahead 

forsake: (v) abandon, ditch, 
relinquish, abdicate, fail, leave, 
forgo, chuck, disclaim; (n, v) drop; 
(adj, v) quit. ANTONYM: (v) 
support 

forsaken: (adj) deserted, abandoned, 
lonely, forlorn, derelict, desert, 
empty, solitary, friendless; (adj, v) 
jilted; (v) crossed in love. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unforsaken 

forsaking: (n) abandonment, 
desertion, apostasy, exposure, 
defection, bolt, renunciation, 
surrender, leaving, acquiescence, 
neglect 

forte: (adj, n) faculty, ability, 
endowment; (n) strong point, 
strength, specialty, strong suit, 
metier; (adj) loud, strong; (adv) 
loudly. ANTONYMS: (n) weakness, 
failing 

forthwith: (adv) directly, 
immediately, at once, now, 
instantly, straight, presently, 
straightaway, incontinently; (adj, 
adv) quickly; (adj) immediate 

fortified: (adj) secure, watched over, 
shielded, securer, secured, carrying 
weapons, safeguarded, protected, 
fast, equipped, defended. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unarmed 

fortify: (n, v) brace, nerve, invigorate; 
(v) build up, confirm, consolidate, 
secure, buttress, encourage, 
reinforce, enhance. ANTONYMS: 
(v) subdue, disarm, enfeeble, 
demoralize, undermine 

fortissimo: (adv) very loudly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) pianissimo 

fowl: (n) poultry, bird, domestic fowl, 
chick, cochin, birds, partlet, poult, 
hen, fowls, rooster 

fowls: (n) poultry 
foxes: (n) dogs, Canidae, family 

Canidae, Vulpes, genus Vulpes 
fragmentary: (adj) broken, scrappy, 

incomplete, partial, fragmental, 
unfinished, odd, fractionary, 
inconsiderable, fragmented; (adj, 
adv) piecemeal. ANTONYM: (adj) 
entire 

fragrance: (n, v) aroma, perfume, 
scent, smell; (n) bouquet, odor, 

essence, odour, redolence, 
sweetness; (adj) fragrant. 
ANTONYMS: (n) stink, stench 

fragrant: (adj) spicy, odorous, balmy, 
sweet, odorant, scented, redolent, 
savory, fragrance, odoriferous, 
scent. ANTONYMS: (adj) smelly, 
putrid, malodorous, odorless 

framing: (n) frame, casing, sash, 
doorcase, cornice, cowcatcher, 
coaming, deckle, clotheshorse, 
buffer, derrick 

frankness: (n) honesty, truth, 
forthrightness, candidness, freedom, 
sincerity, candour, plainness, 
bluffness, outspokenness, 
ingenuousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cunning, tact, delicacy, deceit, 
conformity, reticence, indirectness, 
evasiveness 

fraternal: (adj) brotherly, brotherlike, 
biovular, sympathetic, kind, hearty, 
amicable, unhostile, affectionate, 
thick, related. ANTONYM: (adj) 
identical 

fraught: (v) replete; (adj) pregnant, 
laden, frantic, anxious, worried, 
distressed, filled, plenary, charged, 
distracted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
relaxed, carefree, devoid, calm 

freak: (n, v) crotchet, caprice; (adj, n) 
eccentric; (n) oddity, crank, fanatic, 
nut, monster, fit, whim, fad 

freer: (adj) unconfined 
frequenter: (n) patron, regular, 

customer, habitue, attender, guest, 
client, resorter 

freshness: (adj) coolness; (n) 
impertinence, gall, greenness, 
impudence, insolence, newness, 
viridity, originality, crust, crispness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) oldness, clutter, 
humidity, mustiness 

fret: (n, v) gall, irritate, trouble, 
worry; (v) agitate, chafe, rub, fray, 
upset, annoy; (n) anxiety 

fretful: (adj, v) querulous; (adj) 
restless, anxious, testy, sullen, 
irritable, impatient, uneasy, 
petulant, fidgety, crabbed. 
ANTONYM: (adj) carefree 

fretfully: (adv) restlessly, uneasily, 
anxiously, querulously, testily, 
snappishly, fractiously, petulantly, 
crossly, nervously, worriedly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unconcernedly 

fretfulness: (n) disquiet, crossness, 
impatience, peevishness, irritability, 
testiness, chagrin, ill humor, 
vexation, surliness, pettishness 

fretted: (adj) latticed, haggard, 
magged, latticelike, reticulated, 

reticular, interlaced. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unfretted 

fretting: (adj) irritable, dissatisfied, 
peevish; (n) festering, friction, 
exulceration 

friendliness: (n) friendship, geniality, 
amiability, affability, amicability, 
affection, hospitality, cordiality, 
brotherhood, amicableness, 
accessibility. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cruelty, aloofness, nastiness, 
hostility, aggression, resistance, 
resentment, frostiness, formality, 
contention, belligerence 

fright: (n, v) dismay, alarm, scare, 
affright; (n) awe, fear, dread, terror, 
horror, consternation, apprehension. 
ANTONYMS: (n) calm, fearlessness, 
courage, confidence, security 

frightful: (adj, v) fearful; (adj) 
formidable, awful, fearsome, 
appalling, gruesome, horrible, 
terrible, dread, frightening, grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wonderful, 
calming, soothing, pleasant, lovely, 
fair 

frisking: (n) search, hunt, hunting, 
searching 

frisky: (adj) playful, brisk, lively, 
coltish, perky, blithe, breezy, 
kittenish, tricksy, buoyant, mirthful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lethargic, 
demure, sedate, solemn 

frivolity: (n) flippancy, giddiness, 
flightiness, frivolousness, silliness, 
triviality, frippery, prank; (adj, n) 
trifling, inconsistency; (adj) folly. 
ANTONYMS: (n) solemnity, 
substance, importance, reliability, 
responsibility 

frivolous: (adj) empty, foolish, dizzy, 
petty, idle, light, flighty, 
unimportant, flippant, trivial, 
superficial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
important, solemn, worthwhile, 
vital, weighty, staid, significant, 
sensible, responsible, crucial, heavy 

frock: (n) dress, gown, clothing, 
attire, robe, kirtle, habit, clothes, 
coat, chemise, caftan 

frosty: (adj, v) icy, glacial; (adj) frigid, 
freezing, wintry, arctic, chill, frozen, 
chilly, bleak, cool. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) friendly, pleasant, hot, torrid, 
tropical, balmy, approachable 

frothing: (adj) foamy, bubbling, 
effervescent, bubbly, spumous, 
spumy, effervescing, sudsy, 
agitated; (n) effervescence, scum 

full-grown: (adj) mature, grown-up, 
full-fledged 

fulness: (n) fullness, entirety, 
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completeness, totality 
furnish: (v) afford, provide, 

contribute, render, offer, 
accommodate, supply, outfit, yield, 
decorate; (n, v) give. ANTONYM: 
(v) divest 

furrow: (n, v) fold, crinkle, crease, 
groove, line, chamfer, rut; (n) 
channel, cut, ditch, trough. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ridge; (v) smooth 

furrowed: (adj) wrinkled, lined, 
wrinkly, crumpled, corrugated, 
corrugate, furrowy, porcate, rugged, 
uneven. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unfurrowed 

furtively: (adv) stealthily, covertly, 
surreptitiously, sneakily, 
clandestinely, secretively, sly, 
sneakingly, underhandedly, 
undercoverly, craftily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) deliberately, 
brazenly 

furze: (n) gorse, Irish gorse, Ulex 
europaeus, Needle furze, shrub, 
bush, bramble, dyeweed 

fustian: (adj, n) rant, jargon; (adj) 
bombastic, inflated, pompous, 
grandiloquent, highfalutin, prose 
run mad; (n) claptrap, blah, 
grandiosity 

gaiety: (n) fun, cheerfulness, 
exhilaration, mirth, glee, merriment, 
hilarity, happiness, joy, joviality, 
jollity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
seriousness, misery, sadness 

gallant: (adj) fearless, brave, daring, 
courageous, chivalrous, bold, 
manly, heroic, dashing, courteous, 
fine. ANTONYMS: (adj) boorish, 
rude, selfish 

galling: (adj, v) irritating; (v) 
aggravating, provoking; (adj) 
exasperating, bitter, vexatious, 
vexing, maddening, infuriating, 
bothersome, harassing. ANTONYM: 
(adj) pleasing 

gallop: (v) speed, dart, dash, race, 
spring, tear, hasten, sprint; (adj, v) 
fly; (n, v) trot; (n) gait 

galloping: (v) flying 
gallows: (n) gibbet, gallous, gallows-

bitts, hanging, noose, scaffold, 
halter, tree, rope, gallowstree, bough 

gamekeeper: (n) steward, keeper, 
warden, custodian, warrener 

gander: (n) glance, look, glimpse, 
cock, idiot, numskull, booby, 
bonehead, blockhead, jackass, 
tomfool 

gaping: (adj, n) agape; (adj) vast, 
yawning, cavernous, discontinuous, 
wide, ajar, drowsy, hollow, wide 

open; (adj, v) oscitant. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cramped, narrow 

garnet: (n) essonite, almandine, 
peridot, opal, lapis lazuli, pyrope, 
cinnamon stone, chrysolite, 
allochroite, andradite; (adj) dark red 

garret: (n) cockloft, loft, attic, house 
top, storey, level, upper story, story, 
dome, noggin, classical Greek 

gasp: (n, v) pant; (v) puff, blow, 
breathe, sigh, heave, wheeze, 
breathe heavily, gag; (n) inhalation, 
breath 

gauze: (n) film, curtain, blind, 
bandage, mask, mantle, muslin, 
screen, gauze bandage, shutter, daze 

geese: (n) ducks, goose, game birds, 
order Anseriformes, wildfowl, birds, 
Anatidae, Anseriformes, family 
Anatidae 

genesis: (n) beginning, birth, origin, 
ancestry, descent, cause, 
commencement, generation, 
derivation, creation, dawn. 
ANTONYM: (n) end 

genial: (adj) cheerful, bright, affable, 
cordial, amiable, nice, friendly, 
convivial, warm, agreeable, suave. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) disagreeable, 
hostile, mean, discourteous, frosty, 
gloomy, reserved, unapproachable, 
abominable 

genteel: (adj) elegant, polite, 
cultured, refined, graceful, courtly, 
courteous, fashionable, nice, civil, 
ladylike. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
uncouth, improper, vulgar 

gentlemanly: (adj) courteous, polite, 
chivalrous, refined, gallant, suave, 
mannerly, genteel, gentle, well-bred; 
(n) gentleman. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rude, unbecoming 

gentleness: (adj, n) kindness, 
courtesy, benignity, compassion; (n) 
kindliness, lenity, mildness, 
sweetness, softness, benevolence, 
mercy. ANTONYMS: (n) severity, 
harshness, fierceness, cruelty, 
ferocity, brusqueness, abruptness, 
rage, callousness, sharpness, 
roughness 

germ: (n) beginning, bacterium, bud, 
sprout, kernel, microbe, embryo, 
egg, bacillus, root, seed 

gewgaws: (n) gay ornaments, fallals, 
frippery 

gilding: (n) embellishment, ormolu, 
plating, beautification, cosmetics, 
decoration, enamel, adornment, 
prettification, coat, gold plating 

gillyflower: (n) carnation, stock, 
clove pink, dianthus caryophyllus, 

pink, garden pink, fund, flower, 
descent, broth, Brompton stock 

gilt-edged: (adj) elite, fine 
gimcrack: (adj) trashy, cheap, garish, 

tawdry, frail, toy, flash, flashy, 
shabby; (v) flimsy; (n) trinket 

girder: (n) beam, truss, joist, plank, 
bar, spar, timber, transom, support, 
rafter, brace 

girlhood: (n) adolescence, boyhood, 
maidenhood, youth, babyhood, 
youthhood, maidhood, age 

girlish: (adj) boyish, childish, 
kittenish, juvenile, adolescent, 
innocent, schoolgirlish, babyish, 
immature, youthful, female 

giver: (n) contributor, benefactor, 
abnegator, almsgiver, altruist, 
supporter, helper, donator, grantor, 
provider, philanthropist 

gladly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 
gleefully, contentedly, cheerfully, 
fain, joyfully, jovially, cheerily, 
delightedly, gladsomely, readily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) reluctantly, 
unwillingly, sadly, resentfully, 
miserably 

gladness: (n) joy, gaiety, pleasure, 
delight, bliss, glee, happiness, 
exhilaration, joyfulness, mirth, 
cheerfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unhappiness, dismay, displeasure 

glaring: (adj) conspicuous, bright, 
blatant, egregious, obvious, plain, 
flaming, garish, crying, gross, glary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, 
inconspicuous, dull, minor 

glassful: (n) a mirror, containerful, 
drinking glass, field glass 

glassy: (adj, v) glossy; (adj) clear, 
glazed, smooth, flat, crystalline, 
dead, dull, hyaline, transparent; (v) 
glabrous. ANTONYMS: (adj) alert, 
bumpy, dull, expressive, murky, 
rough 

gleam: (n, v) glance, beam, blaze, 
shine, glimmer, glow, flash, flicker, 
sparkle, glitter; (v) twinkle 

gleaming: (adj) brilliant, shiny, 
radiant, glossy, lustrous, glowing, 
beaming, resplendent; (n) gleam, 
glimmer; (adj, adv) agleam. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, dirty, 
rough 

glebe: (n) clod, soil, glebe-land, 
deanery, benefice, earth, marl, loam, 
mold, subsoil, gravel 

glee: (n) delight, cheerfulness, mirth, 
fun, gaiety, hilarity, joy, rejoicing, 
frolic, jubilation, happiness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sadness, gloom, 
sorrow, despondency, displeasure, 
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misery, boredom 
gliding: (adj) sliding, flying, slipping, 

labent, elusory; (n) sailing, soaring, 
flight, glissando; (v) slither; (adv) 
glidingly 

glistening: (adj) shining, glossy, 
shiny, glisten, brilliant, beaming, 
sleek, lustrous, sparkling, reflecting 
light, gleaming. ANTONYM: (adj) 
dull 

glittering: (adj, v) brilliant; (adj) 
sparkling, flashing, dazzling, 
glistering, glistening, glinting, 
shining, scintillating, splendid; (adj, 
adv) aglitter 

gloriously: (adv) brilliantly, grandly, 
magnificently, illustriously, 
marvelously, superbly, wonderfully, 
gorgeously, radiantly, greatly, 
renownedly 

glove: (n) boxing glove, gloves, mitt, 
mitten, baseball mitt, baseball glove, 
handwear, wristband, sleeve, 
mittens, batting glove 

gnats: (n) fungus gnats, Nematocera, 
suborder Nematocera 

gnawing: (v) corroding, biting; (n) 
arrosion 

goby: (n) percoidean, Gobio Gobio, 
gudgeon 

godmother: (n) sponsor, godchild, 
godparent 

gong: (n) bell, carillon, chime, 
cymbal, medal, Alexander Melville 
Bell, handbell, English painter, 
doorbell, bell shape, Alexander 
Graham Bell 

good-bye: (n) bye, farewell, goodbye, 
goodby, vale, adios, cheerio 

good-for-nothing: (adj) worthless, 
feckless, pointless, asinine, 
unworthy; (n) loafer, do-nothing, 
rascal, rotter, cur, trash 

good-hearted: (adj) benign, good-
natured, kindly, kindhearted 

goodly: (adv) benignly, kindly, 
strongly, rightly, graciously, 
virtuously, soundly, uprightly; (adj) 
sizable, handsome, respectable 

good-natured: (adj) kindly, friendly, 
kind, obliging, gracious, kind-
hearted, genial, good, bland, sweet, 
good-tempered 

good-tempered: (adj) good-natured, 
easy, complaisant, good-humored 

goose: (n) goof, fathead, cuckoo, 
barnacle, fool, jackass, brent, brant, 
goosecap; (n, v) spur; (v) serpent 

gooseberry: (n) fish story, Ribes 
grossularia, shrub, bush, gooseberry 
bush, feaberry 

gorse: (n) whin, Ulex europaeus, Irish 

gorse, shrub, Goss, dyeweed, bush, 
brush, bramble, Genista tinctoria 

gossamer: (adj) thin, sheer, filmy, 
diaphanous, delicate, fine, 
cobwebby, gauzy, down; (adj, n) 
cobweb; (n) gauze. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) opaque, robust, thick, heavy 

gotten: (v) receive, seize, get, acquire 
gradation: (n) degree, scale, ablaut, 

progression, graduation, tier, step, 
level, shade, form, extent 

gran: (n) grandmother, grannie, 
granny, nan 

granary: (n) garner, warehouse, 
storage, grange, store, storehouse, 
cornloft, depot, farm, lathe, entrepot 

grandad: (n) grandpa, granddad, 
grandfather, granddaddy 

grandeur: (n) dignity, splendor, 
magnitude, brilliance, glory, pomp, 
elegance, majesty, magnificence, 
grandness; (adj, n) solemnity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) modesty, 
simplicity 

grapple: (n, v) grip, clasp, tackle, 
grasp; (v) fight, contend, grab, 
struggle; (adj, n, v) lock; (adj, n) 
hook; (n) grappling 

grasping: (adj) avaricious, covetous, 
acquisitive, greedy, avid, voracious, 
rapacious, grabby, mercenary, 
stingy; (n) seizing. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) generous, altruistic 

grasshopper: (n) goat, frog, chamois, 
orthopteron, orthopteran, cricket, 
locust, cocktail, acridid, flea 

grassy: (adj) verdant, gramineous, 
weedy, herby, woody, fertile, 
blossoming, abundant, leafy, lush, 
flourishing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
grassless, urban, withering 

grate: (v) grind, creak, scrape, abrade, 
gall, gnash, fret, rub, aggravate, 
provoke; (n) lattice 

gratefully: (adv) appreciatively, 
indebtedly, obligedly, gratifyingly, 
delightfully, beholdenly, pleasingly, 
pleasantly, welcomely, goodly, 
deliciously 

gratified: (adj) glad, satisfied, 
pleased, delighted, happy, thankful, 
grateful, content, complacent, 
comfortable, cheerful 

gratify: (v) delight, please, appease, 
accommodate, satisfy, amuse, suit, 
indulge, cater; (n, v) humor; (adj) 
contented. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dissatisfy, displease, disappoint 

gratifying: (adj) agreeable, pleasant, 
enjoyable, delightful, pleasurable, 
rewarding, welcome, satisfying, 
nice; (adj, v) grateful; (v) gratify. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) disappointing, 
unwelcome, unrewarding, 
frustrating, disagreeable, 
heartbreaking, annoying, unpleasant 

grating: (adj) hoarse, strident, harsh, 
discordant, gravelly, raspy, gruff, 
raucous; (n, v) lattice; (n) grate, grid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasing, 
soothing, smooth, harmonious 

gratuitous: (adj) complimentary, 
unnecessary, needless, superfluous, 
for nothing, gratis, unwarranted, 
costless, free of charge, unfounded; 
(adj, v) voluntary. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) necessary, paid, provoked, 
justified 

gratuitously: (adv) needlessly, 
spontaneously, complimentarily, 
freely, unnecessarily, groundlessly, 
unwarrantedly, pointlessly, 
wantonly, voluntarily, 
superfluously 

gravely: (adv) seriously, soberly, 
severely, solemnly, badly, staidly, 
momentously, heavily, earnestly, 
weightily, grievously. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) lightheartedly, mildly, 
slightly; (adj) soft 

graveyard: (n) burial ground, 
churchyard, necropolis, burying 
ground, burial site, site, burial place, 
radioactive cemetery, memorial 
park, morgue 

gravy: (adj) juice, sap, blood, sanies, 
rheum, ichor; (n) godsend, bunce, 
bonus, dressing, incentive 

grazing: (n) pasturage, feeding, 
shaving, farming, Estancia, eating, 
skimming 

greatness: (n) excellence, dimension, 
dignity, bulk, size, enormousness, 
bigness, enormity, grandness, 
magnitude, fame. ANTONYMS: (n) 
obscurity, austerity, commonness, 
mildness, moderation, simplicity 

greenish: (adj) green, virescent, 
viridescent, fleeceable, envious, 
covetous, chromatic, porraceous 

greenness: (n) green, freshness, 
viridity, verdure, greenery, 
verdancy, emerald, chartreuse, 
richness, immatureness, 
profuseness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ripeness, experience 

greetings: (n) greeting, respects, 
compliments, consolation, regards, 
commend, good wishes, 
commendation, induction, draft 

grieve: (n, v) distress, aggrieve, 
afflict, sorrow, annoy; (v) trouble, 
lament, deplore, bemoan, fret, 
bewail. ANTONYMS: (v) rejoice, 
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celebrate, encourage 
grieved: (adj) sore, sad, sorry, 

sorrowful, upset, woeful, pained, 
affected, brokenhearted 

grieving: (adj) sorrowful, bereft, 
bereaved, mournful, aggrieved, sad, 
teenful, despondent; (v) grief, 
affliction; (n) sorrow 

grievous: (adj) bitter, dolorous, 
dreadful, deplorable, sad, tough, 
pitiful, atrocious, regrettable, 
sorrowful, sorry. ANTONYM: (adj) 
successful 

griminess: (n) grubbiness, 
uncleanness, dinginess, muddiness, 
filthiness, discoloration. 
ANTONYM: (n) brightness 

grindstone: (v) grinder, mill, arrastra, 
file, grater, kern, quern, koniology; 
(n) grinding wheel, whetstone, 
oilstone 

gristle: (n) fibrocartilage, arytenoid, 
animal tissue, meniscus, arytaenoid, 
arytenoid cartilage; (v) bone 

grit: (n) backbone, bravery, gravel, 
guts, stamina, sand, pluck, fortitude, 
prowess, dust, gumption. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
timidity, frailty, weakness; (v) relax 

grizzled: (adj) grey, gray, old, brunet, 
grisled, grayish, brunette 

groan: (n, v) grumble, murmur, cry, 
sigh, mutter, squeak, rumble, scrape; 
(v) howl, complain; (n) complaint 

groaning: (adj) moaning, groaningly, 
inarticulate 

grocer: (v) purveyor, feeder, batman, 
caterer, commissary, restaurateur, 
victualer, quartermaster; (n) 
merchandiser, grocery store, 
merchant 

grocery: (n) foodstuff, marketplace, 
grocery store, preserve, 
supermarket, julep, jam, mart, food 
market, confiture, consumer goods 

grog: (n) liquor, grog grain, toddy, 
bishop, rumbo; (v) blue ruin, port 
wine, purl, wassail, negus 

grogram: (n) material, grosgrain, 
fabric, cloth 

groom: (n) equerry, bridegroom, 
stableman, hostler; (v) prepare, 
dress, arrange, train, coach, tidy, 
curry 

grooming: (n) drill, discipline, 
dressing, exercise, fecundation, 
toilet, schooling, reprimand, 
preparation, practice, formulation 

groundsel: (n) weed, groundsill, 
ragwort 

growler: (v) grumbler, laudator 
temporis acti; (n) croaker, cab, 

cabriolet, car, fly, iceberg, speaker, 
talker, crosspatch 

grown-up: (adj) mature, big, full-
grown, ripe, grown, full-fledged 

grudge: (v) begrudge, covet; (n, v) 
spite; (n) malice, anger, umbrage, 
resentment, rancor, gall, pique, feud 

grudging: (adj) envious, niggardly, 
unwilling, begrudging, sparing, 
cheap, scanty, parsimonious, 
tightfisted, miserly, mean. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, 
expansive, willing 

gruel: (n) mess, congee, loblolly, 
paste, waste, porridge, mush, pap, 
skilly, wet feed 

gruff: (adj) bluff, abrupt, curt, crusty, 
brusque, brutal, husky; (adj, v) 
coarse, rough, hoarse, harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) courteous, 
friendly, high, velvety, smooth, 
mellow, gentle, civil, polite 

gruffly: (adv) sullenly, hoarsely, 
harshly, abruptly, roughly, huskily, 
bluffly, grumpily, throatily, 
coarsely, rudely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) kindly, politely, gently, 
smoothly, tactfully 

grumble: (n, v) mutter, gripe, growl, 
moan, rumble, mumble, groan, roar; 
(v) complain, grouch; (n) complaint. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
compliment, rejoice 

grumbling: (n) grumble, growling, 
murmur, murmuring, mutter, 
muttering; (adj, n) rumbling; (adv) 
grumblingly; (adj) grouchy, 
grumpy, irritable 

guessing: (adv) guessingly; (n) dead 
reckoning, guesswork, 
approximation, supposition, gibe, 
shot, blastoff, barb, estimation, dig 

guiding: (adj) scouting, directive, 
leading, controlling, guidance, 
directional, guide, direction, 
management, steering, sovereign 

guise: (n) form, dress, aspect, 
costume, disguise, fashion, pretense, 
camouflage, attire, figure, color 

habitation: (adj, n) abode; (n) 
domicile, residence, house, home, 
habitat, lodging, place, occupancy, 
inhabitation, inhabitancy. 
ANTONYM: (n) vacancy 

habitual: (adj, n) common, frequent, 
usual; (adj) chronic, conventional, 
confirmed, accustomed, natural, 
commonplace, everyday, ordinary. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) occasional, 
infrequent, mild, irregular, 
exceptional, erratic, abnormal, 
innovative 

habitually: (adv) usually, ordinarily, 
normally, generally, regularly, 
frequently, commonly, routinely, 
wontedly, conventionally, 
commonplacely. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) unusually, seldom, erratically, 
exceptionally, occasionally 

hack: (v) chop, cut down, rip, gash, 
mutilate, fell; (adj, v) chop up; (n) 
hacker, drudge, nag, incision 

haft: (n) heft, knob, helve, grip, hilt, 
holder, stem, tiller, treadle, trigger, 
key 

haggard: (adj) emaciated, gaunt, 
cadaverous, careworn, tired, worn, 
lean, thin, wasted, pinched, squalid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) relaxed, carefree, 
healthy 

hale: (adj) healthy, whole, sturdy, 
strong, sane, rugged, robust; (v) 
drag; (adj, n) well, hearty, sound. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unwell 

half-witted: (adj) imbecile, idiotic, 
foolish, weak-minded, simple, half-
baked, dull, retarded, dense 

hallo: (n) hi, hullo 
hammering: (n) beating, pounding, 

pound, fagging, drudgery, needle 
hammer, defeat, knock, failure, 
British pound, Ezra Loomin Pound. 
ANTONYM: (n) victory 

hamper: (v) clog, fetter, hinder, block, 
curb, interfere, delay, handicap, 
debar; (n, v) cramp; (n) 
disadvantage. ANTONYMS: (v) 
help, broaden, encourage, assist 

handicraft: (n) craft, handcraft, 
handiwork, mystery, occupation, 
handwork, trade, art, profession, 
artifice, job 

handiness: (n) availability, dexterity, 
ability, knack, accessibility, 
availableness, command, usefulness, 
adroitness, cleverness, skill. 
ANTONYMS: (n) inaccessibility, 
inconvenience 

handsomely: (adv) liberally, prettily, 
magnanimously, bonnily, largely, 
lovely, charmingly, finely, 
generously, good-lookingly, 
smartly. ANTONYM: (adv) poorly 

hank: (n) reel, coil, skein, helix, hasp, 
ball, spiral, volute, whorl, hinge, 
clasp 

hankering: (n) craving, desire, wish, 
eagerness, yen, thirst, avidity, 
appetite, yearning, urge, hunger. 
ANTONYMS: (n) aversion, dislike 

harassed: (adj) annoyed, pestered, 
irritated, bothered, annoy, jittery, 
worried, troubled, beleaguered, 
obsessed, harried. ANTONYMS: 
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(adj) calm, carefree 
hardened: (adj) hard, callous, 

confirmed, tough, indurated, 
tempered, unfeeling, inured, 
habitual, enured, veteran. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) inexperienced, 
smooth, unaccustomed, 
untempered, feeling, mild 

hard-hearted: (adj) remorseless, 
ruthless, unkind, obdurate, pitiless, 
heartless, merciless, unaffected, 
unconcerned, uninterested, cold-
blooded 

hardness: (n) austerity, asperity, 
callousness, difficulty, rigor, 
consistency, stiffness, cruelty, 
arduousness, tightness, insensibility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) ease, limpness, 
malleability 

hard-won: (adj) difficult 
hard-working: (adj) studious, 

industrious, painstaking, active, 
dedicated, tireless 

hare-brained: (adj) zany, idiotic, 
wacky 

harmonized: (adj) harmonical, 
consonant, harmonic, harmonious, 
concordant, identical, coordinated, 
uniform, synchronized, 
standardized, in harmony. 
ANTONYM: (adj) heterogeneous 

harrowing: (adj) agonizing, 
excruciating, painful, distressing, 
torturous, disturbing, tormenting, 
traumatic, frightful, terrible; (v) 
rending. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
heartening, pleasing, safe 

harshly: (adv) roughly, severely, 
sternly, sharply, cruelly, hoarsely, 
strictly, pitilessly, rigorously, 
rigidly; (adj, adv) piercingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) softly, 
harmoniously, quietly, gently, 
elaborately, leniently, smoothly, 
tolerantly, cheerfully, loosely, 
pleasantly 

harshness: (n) austerity, asperity, 
severity, acrimony, brutality, 
hardness, roughness, rigor, 
inclemency, hoarseness; (adj, n) 
strictness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
softness, leniency, quietness, 
flexibility, kindness, mercy, 
sweetness, melodiousness, 
brightness, smoothness, lenience 

haste: (n, v) hurry, dash, dispatch, 
rush; (n) celerity, expedition, 
rapidity, speed, bustle, hastiness, 
quickness. ANTONYMS: (n) delay, 
patience, forethought, caution 

hasten: (adj, n, v) speed, quicken; (v) 
expedite, advance, hurry, hie, dash, 

rush; (n, v) further, forward, 
dispatch. ANTONYMS: (v) linger, 
retard, amble 

hastened: (adj) careless 
hastening: (n) quickening, speed, 

hurrying, speeding up, faster, fast, 
stepping up 

hasty: (adj) fast, abrupt, cursory, fleet, 
sudden, rash, impetuous, careless, 
speedy, hurried, quick. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) deliberate, 
considered, leisurely, sensible, 
gradual, thorough, cautious, careful, 
roundabout, prudent, patient 

hatched: (adj) crosshatched, born, 
ruled 

hatchet: (n) tomahawk, chopper, 
adze, winter virgin, weapon; (v) cut, 
hack, hew; (adj) pickax, mattock, 
pick 

hateful: (adj) disgusting, execrable, 
nasty, abominable, hideous, 
despicable, repulsive, distasteful, 
foul; (adj, v) odious, obnoxious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delightful, kind, 
nice, benign, desirable 

hatefulness: (n) odiousness, 
frightfulness, horror, rancor, 
objectionableness, wrath, malice, 
disgust, awfulness, atrociousness, 
dreadfulness 

haunch: (n) loin, thigh, hindquarters, 
flank, hip, ham, rump, buttock, 
small of the back, waist, body part 

haunches: (n) buttocks 
haunt: (n, v) resort, ghost; (n) den, 

hangout, home; (v) pursue, follow, 
stalk, afflict, persecute; (adj) harass 

haunting: (adj) moving, memorable, 
unforgettable, beguiling, attractive, 
ominous, weird, treasured, 
evocative, etched in your mind, 
deep. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
forgettable, unremarkable 

haymaking: (n) labour, toil, making 
of hay, achievement, report, 
accomplishment 

haystack: (n) rick, haycock, stack, 
crick, cock, standing wave 

hazy: (adj) fuzzy, cloudy, vague, 
blurred, foggy, nebulous, misty, 
indistinct, blurry, faint, dull. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, distinct, 
precise, sunny, thick, detailed, 
definite, strong 

headaches: (n) cephalalgia 
headlong: (adj, adv) headfirst; (adv) 

directly, hastily, precipitately; (adj) 
rash, hurried, desperate, 
precipitous, impetuous, sudden, 
precipitate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cautiously, considered; (adv) 

carefully 
healed: (adj) recovered, heal, recover, 

whole, corned, well, aged 
healthful: (adj) healthy, hale, 

salubrious, beneficial, hygienic, 
sanitary, wholesome, salutary, 
remedial, good, nourishing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhealthful, 
unsanitary, unhealthy 

heaps: (adj, n) lots, much; (n) masses, 
oodles, piles, stacks, many, tons, 
plenty, lot, accumulation. 
ANTONYM: (adj) inadequate 

hearer: (n) audience, listener, 
eavesdropper, observer, perceiver, 
earwitness, attendant, attendee, 
attender, audient, beholder 

hearken: (v) hark, harken, attend, 
listen, hear, heed, list, listen in, listen 
to, regard, look out 

hearsay: (n) report, gossip, rumour, 
buzz, on dit, news, scandal, fame, 
talk, comment; (v) bruit. 
ANTONYM: (n) fact 

heartache: (n) sorrow, distress, 
anguish, woe, heartbreak, dolor, 
affliction, pain, brokenheartedness, 
concern, bitterness 

hearth: (n) fire, oven, fireside, stove, 
chimney, focus, furnace, dwelling, 
kiln, home, abode 

heartily: (adv) cordially, sincerely, 
enthusiastically, warmly, strongly, 
earnestly, vigorously, ardently, 
soundly, devoutly, eagerly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) feebly, 
languorously 

hearty: (adj) heartfelt, healthy, genial, 
sturdy, cheering, fervent, 
wholehearted, lusty, enthusiastic, 
convivial; (adj, n) well. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unhealthy, frail, 
old, weak, sluggish, unwholesome, 
meager 

heathenish: (adj) pagan, gothic, 
paganish, savage, doggerel, 
tramontane, barbarous, gentile, 
brutal, ethnic, ferocious 

heavenly: (adj) celestial, blissful, 
ethereal, delightful, angelic, blessed, 
elysian, holy, unearthly, godlike, 
sacred. ANTONYMS: (adj) worldly, 
miserable, infernal, hellish, 
unappealing, dreadful, turbulent 

heaviness: (n) dullness, fatness, 
sadness, ponderosity, 
ponderousness, weightiness, weight, 
darkness, gloom, wideness, 
pressure. ANTONYMS: (n) 
slenderness, nimbleness, 
weightlessness 

hebe: (adj) the Graces, houri, 
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Hyperion, peri, narcissus, Venus; (n) 
Adonis, Apollo, Cupid 

hebrew: (n) Israelite, Rabbist, 
rabbinist, kike, Pharisee, redeemer, 
savior; (adj) Hebraic, Greek, Jewish, 
dominical 

hedged: (v) qualified, conditioned, 
restricted; (adj) bounded 

hedgerow: (n) fence, fencing 
hedging: (n) equivocation, evasion, 

prevarication, hedgerow, exchange 
risk cover, covering operation 

heed: (n, v) consideration, concern, 
regard, mind, attention, notice; (n) 
caution, advertence, advertency; (v) 
attend, hear. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
disregard; (n) inattentiveness 

heighten: (v) amplify, enlarge, 
aggravate, raise, deepen, elevate, 
boost, grow, expand, compound, 
advance. ANTONYMS: (v) alleviate, 
damage, decrease, improve, lessen 

heightened: (adj) excited, intense, 
irritate, keen, resonant, sensitive 

heightening: (n) rise, building, 
augmentation, elevation, escalation, 
exacerbation, growth, worsening, 
amplification; (adj) cumulative, 
ornamental 

helper: (n, v) assistant, aid, 
assistance; (n) acolyte, attendant, 
ally, associate, supporter, colleague, 
auxiliary, coadjutor. ANTONYMS: 
(n) detractor, enemy 

henceforth: (adv) hence, in future, 
after this; (adj) following 

heraldic: (adj) communicative, 
communicatory 

hereabouts: (adv) hereabout, 
thereabouts 

hereafter: (adv) thereafter, from now 
on, hence, henceforth, hereinafter, 
afterwards; (n) afterlife, futurity, 
time to come, great beyond, future 
life 

hereupon: (adv) immediately, 
whereupon, thereupon 

herewith: (adv) therewith, this, now, 
enclosed, wherewith 

hermitage: (n) alcove, bower, grotto, 
greenhouse, arbor, retreat, cloister, 
seclusion, safe house, ivory tower; 
(adj) cell 

heroism: (n) bravery, courage, valor, 
daring, boldness, chivalry, valiancy, 
valour, valiance, courageousness; 
(adj, n) prowess. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cowardliness, fearfulness 

hesitating: (adj) indecisive, irresolute, 
undecided, doubtful, hesitate, 
reluctant, faltering, unwilling, 
hesitancy, backward, hesitatingly 

hesitatingly: (adv) indecisively, 
irresolutely, hesitating, waveringly, 
doubtfully, undecidedly, 
vacillatingly, falteringly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unhesitatingly 

hewn: (adj) downed 
highroad: (n) main road, trunk road, 

a highway 
hilarious: (adj) gay, convivial, 

humorous, funny, happy, jovial, 
blithe, merry, jaunty, festive, 
laughable. ANTONYMS: (adj) sad, 
tragic 

hilarity: (adj, n) mirth, merriment; (n) 
delight, exhilaration, cheerfulness, 
joy, jollity, gaiety, happiness, 
laughter, fun. ANTONYMS: (n) 
boredom, despondency, misery 

hinder: (v) impede, resist, check, 
hamper, obstruct, curb, handicap, 
delay; (n, v) bar; (adj) posterior, 
hind. ANTONYMS: (v) help, 
facilitate, assist, prompt, encourage, 
promote, allow, support, accelerate 

hindered: (adj) obstructed, blocked, 
delayed, stalled, slowed down, 
slow, in an inferior position, in a 
weak position, impedite, thwarted, 
frustrated 

hindering: (adj) obstructive, 
clogging, preclusive, meddlesome, 
impedimental, counter, obstruent, 
blocking up; (n) hindrance, 
impedition; (v) hinder 

hindrance: (n, v) difficulty, obstacle, 
block, check, delay; (n) deterrent, 
barrier, obstruction, impediment, 
inconvenience, disturbance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) advantage, 
contribution, assistance, success, 
boost, incentive, strength 

hinted: (adj) veiled, roundabout, not 
explicit, implicit, coded, oblique 

hissing: (adj) sibilant, sibilous, 
sibilatory; (n) whistling, heckling, 
scoffing, sibilance, taunts, sibilation, 
white noise; (v) fizzle. ANTONYM: 
(n) applause 

hitch: (v) fasten, attach; (n, v) catch, 
limp, hobble, arrest; (n) hindrance, 
drawback, barrier, difficulty, check. 
ANTONYMS: (n) advantage, ease, 
help; (v) detach, undo 

hoar: (n) frost, rime, hoarfrost, 
hoariness; (adj) gray, hoary, 
canescent, grizzly, greyish, frosty, 
ancient 

hoarse: (adj) gruff, husky, raucous, 
grating, strident, guttural, rough, 
throaty; (v) coarse; (adj, v) hollow, 
sepulchral. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
smooth, mellow, velvety, high 

hoarsely: (adv) roughly, huskily, 
raucously, gruffly, throatily, 
gratingly, stridently, gutturally, 
thickly, croakily, raggedly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) smoothly 

hobble: (n, v) limp, hitch, fetter; (v) 
hamper, hopple, handcuff, bridle, 
manacle, hinder; (adv) toddle; (adj) 
scrape 

holiness: (n) sanctity, godliness, 
piety, religion, righteousness, 
goodness, devotion, divinity, 
faithfulness, halidom; (adj, n) 
religiousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
wickedness, unholiness 

homely: (adj) plain, common, rustic, 
artless, home, snug, homelike, 
domestic; (adj, adv) ugly; (adv) 
plainly, simplely. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sophisticated, striking, 
uncomfortable, bleak 

homespun: (adj) ordinary, artless, 
frugal, rustic, plain, russet, coarse, 
folksy, tweedy, slubbed, nubby. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) extraordinary, 
sophisticated 

homestead: (n, v) farm; (n) home, 
abode, farmhouse, farmstead, 
dwelling, habitation, estate, 
demesne, homestall, house 

homeward: (adj) oriented, orientated 
homewards: (adv) toward home, 

home, to your house 
honeyed: (adj) honied, dulcet, 

luscious, syrupy, mellifluous, 
melodic, melodious, sugary, 
saccharine, complimentary, candied 

honeysuckle: (n) Aquilegia 
Canadensis, Ausralian honeysuckle, 
coast banksia, banksia integrifolia, 
sweet wine, shrub, liqueur, bush, 
bush honeysuckle, coral 
honeysuckle, fly honeysuckle 

honorable: (adj) good, estimable, 
exalted, respectable, fair, decent, 
reputable, ethical, honor; (adj, v) 
great, noble. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
shameful, disgraceful, corrupt, 
degenerate, immoral, humiliating, 
dishonest, unethical, decadent, bad, 
deceitful 

hoof: (n) toe, sole, hooves, bottom, 
keel, root, leg, ungula, unguis, 
animal foot; (v) step 

hooks: (n) maulers, meat hooks 
hoops: (n) basketball game, earrings, 

studs, jewelry, basketball 
hopefulness: (n) optimism, 

anticipation, hope, confidence, 
enthusiasm, aspiration, buoyancy, 
cheerfulness, condition, happiness, 
heart of grace. ANTONYMS: (n) 
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despair, disappointment, pessimism 
hornpipe: (n) bolero, stockhorn, 

rigadoon, saraband, folk dancing, 
pibgorn, folk dance, reel 

horseback: (n) hogback, body part 
horseman: (n) cavalier, rider, jockey, 

horse fancier, horseback rider, 
trooper, trainer, knight, cavalryman, 
animal fancier, postilion 

hothouse: (n) greenhouse, 
glasshouse, hotbed, stove, 
washhouse, greenery, orangery, 
nursery, stovehouse, conservatoire; 
(v) brothel 

housekeeping: (n) housewifery, 
household, domestic science 

houseless: (adj) unhoused 
housemaid: (n) amah, maid, 

handmaiden, handmaid, 
maidservant, cleaning woman, girl, 
ayah, charwoman, biddy, maiden 

hovel: (n) hut, cot, booth, hole, 
cottage, hutch, shanty, bothy, shed, 
shack, croft. ANTONYM: (n) 
mansion 

hovering: (adj) suspended, poised, 
impending, flying, high 

howl: (n, v) cry, roar, scream, bark, 
shout, yell, bay, yelp; (v) bawl, 
growl, yawl. ANTONYM: (v) laugh 

howling: (n) howl, cry; (adj) fierce, 
fantastic, gross, glaring, marvelous, 
wonderful, wondrous; (adj, n) 
weeping, sniveling 

huddled: (adj) crouched, crouching, 
hunkered down, hunkered 

hugging: (n) caressing, fondling, 
stimulation, embracing, kissing, 
foreplay, gorgerin, necking, 
smooching, snuggling, arousal 

hulking: (adj) massive, awkward, 
unwieldy, large, lumpish, 
thundering, big, lumbering, hulky, 
gaunt, colossal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
graceful, compact 

humbly: (adv) lowly, meanly, 
modestly, submissively, low, shyly, 
lowlily, naturally, regretfully, 
remorsefully, repentantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) conceitedly, 
haughtily, pompously, 
ostentatiously, unrepentantly, 
affluently, brashly, pretentiously 

humming: (adj) droning, zippy, 
reeking, bustling, grunting, stinking; 
(n) buzzing, vocalizing, sound, 
murmur, growling 

hundredfold: (adj) centuple 
hungering: (adj) starving, famished; 

(n) longing 
hunted: (adj) coursed, afraid, wanted, 

required, sought, sought after; (n) 

victim 
hurrying: (n) hastening, speed, 

quickening, rushing, early, 
speeding, speeding up, stepping up, 
amphetamine, forward, eager 

husbandry: (n) cultivation, farming, 
economy, frugality, culture, 
conservation, thrift, tillage, dairying, 
horticulture, gardening 

hush: (adj, n, v) calm, silence, quiet, 
still, lull; (n) peace; (v) shut up, gag, 
quieten, muffle; (adj, v) soothe. 
ANTONYMS: (n) noise, turmoil; (v) 
Louden 

hushed: (adj) calm, silent, still, 
subdued, placid, muffled, noiseless, 
soft, soundless, tranquil, gentle. 
ANTONYM: (adj) noisy 

husk: (n) crust, bran, cortex, 
covering, rind, chaff, shell, coat, 
peel; (n, v) hull, skin 

hussy: (n) strumpet, trollop, 
fornicatress, adulteress, tramp, 
female, baggage, Trull, minx, quean, 
huswife 

hymn: (n) song, canticle, chant, 
anthem, carol, chorale, doxology; (v) 
glorify, laud, sing, extol 

hyperbolical: (adj) grandiloquent, 
exaggerated, stilted, pompous, 
imposing, excessive, hyperthetical; 
(v) on stilts 

hypocritical: (adj, adv) deceitful, 
false, counterfeit; (adj) insincere, 
disingenuous, dishonest, 
pharisaical, sanctimonious, hollow, 
hypocritic; (n) hypocrisy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) genuine, 
straightforward 

hysterically: (adv) feverishly, 
frantically, agitatedly, worriedly, 
wildly, violently, turbulently, 
excitedly, emotionally, passionately, 
stormily. ANTONYM: (adv) 
peacefully 

icily: (adv) frostily, coldly, frigidly, 
wintrily, glacially, arctically, 
freezingly, bitterly, coolly, chilly, 
polarly. ANTONYM: (adv) warmly 

idealistic: (adj) romantic, optimistic, 
impractical, ideal, exalted, utopian, 
gallant, visionary, unworldly, 
unrealistic, thoughtful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) worldly, 
realistic, disillusioned, prosaic, 
cynical 

idleness: (n) lethargy, laziness, 
torpor, inactivity, idling, 
unemployment, sloth, inaction, 
inertia, faineance, idlesse. 
ANTONYMS: (n) energy, activity, 
bustle, liveliness, responsibility 

idol: (n) fetish, deity, effigy, divinity, 
graven image, image, hero, favorite, 
star, simulacrum, beloved 

idolatrous: (adj) loving, profane, 
heathen, heretical, idolatrical, 
idolish, idolous, pagan 

idyllic: (adj) rural, bucolic, perfect, 
peaceful, Arcadian, picturesque, 
perfecter, countrified, pleasant, 
model, delightful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) infernal, urban, miserable 

ignoble: (adj) contemptible, abject, 
base, dishonorable, disgraceful, 
beggarly, mean, humble, degraded, 
despicable, caddish. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) honorable, glorious 

ill-advised: (adj) indiscreet, rash, 
unwise, reckless, impolitic, hasty, 
thoughtless, inadvisable, incautious, 
foolish, unwary 

ill-defined: (adj) unclear, ambiguous, 
vague, indistinct, obscure, fuzzy, 
loose, general, faint, hazy 

illimitable: (adj) endless, infinite, 
boundless, limitless, unlimited, 
immense, eternal, measureless, 
interminable, unmeasurable, 
unmeasured 

ill-natured: (adj) cantankerous, 
peevish, sour, surly, catty, crabbed, 
gruff, disagreeable, malignant, 
malicious, malevolent 

illumination: (n) brightness, 
illuminance, lighting, light, 
explanation, elucidation, edification, 
luminousness, luminosity, 
illustration; (adj, n) irradiation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) education, 
knowledge, confusion 

illusions: (n) fantasy 
illusory: (adj) deceptive, unreal, 

imaginary, fantastic, delusive, 
fictitious, fanciful, deceitful, 
insubstantial, visionary, fallacious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) real, honest, 
genuine 

illustrious: (adj, n) glorious, 
celebrated, excellent, grand; (adj) 
famous, bright, eminent, famed, 
distinguished, brilliant, well-known. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unknown, 
obscure, ordinary, undistinguished, 
lowly 

imaginable: (adj) conceivable, 
possible, thinkable, plausible, 
earthly, believable, credible, feasible, 
immediate, likely, near. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unimaginable, 
implausible 

imagining: (n) conception, 
daydream, fantasy, opinion; (v) 
imagine; (adj) imaginant 
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imbibing: (n) drinking, absorption, 
intake, swillings, drink, potation, 
drunkenness, gulping, boozing, 
crapulence; (adj) absorbent 

imitated: (adj) mimical 
imitative: (adj) mock, counterfeit, 

derivative, fake, false, fictitious, 
bogus, bastard, onomatopoeic, base, 
sham. ANTONYMS: (adj) genuine, 
real, nonimitative 

immovability: (adj, n) firmness, 
stability, constancy; (n) fixedness, 
fixity, fastness, immobility, 
immovableness, steadiness, 
permanence, durableness. 
ANTONYM: (n) instability 

immovable: (adj, v) firm, fixed; (adj) 
adamant, steadfast, motionless, 
unyielding, unmovable, set, 
imperturbable, inflexible; (v) fast. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) loose, moving, 
mobile, flexible, movable, 
acquiescent, temporary, irresolute 

impalpable: (adj) imperceptible, 
shadowy, invisible, efflorescent, 
gritty, insubstantial, incorporeal, 
inscrutable, ethereal, 
inapprehensible, elusive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tangible, definite 

impart: (v) give, convey, disclose, 
communicate, announce, grant, 
reveal, hand, bestow, divulge, 
confer. ANTONYMS: (v) withhold, 
withdraw 

impel: (v) coerce, constrain, force, 
carry, compel, goad, urge, stimulate, 
actuate, animate, push. 
ANTONYMS: (v) restrain, 
discourage, prevent 

impelled: (adj) prompted, provoked, 
determined, compulsive, 
encouraged, goaded, motivated, 
bound 

impelling: (adj) communicating 
force, driving, impellent, effective, 
active, efficacious, exciting, moving, 
persuasive, urgent; (n) constraint 

imperative: (adj) essential, imperious, 
exigent, absolute, pressing, 
peremptory, vital, commanding, 
urgent; (adj, v) necessary; (adj, n) 
prerequisite. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trivial, unimportant, optional, 
submissive, beseeching; (n) option 

imperceptible: (adj) invisible, 
intangible, insensible, faint, 
evanescent, inaudible, negligible, 
indiscernible, unseen, unnoticeable, 
gentle. ANTONYMS: (adj) obvious, 
overwhelming, clear, visible, 
perceptible, heavy, noticeable, 
definite, considerable, conspicuous, 

strong 
imperfect: (adj) faulty, deficient, 

defective, unfinished, incomplete, 
poor, flawed, partial, inadequate, 
broken, fallible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
perfect, whole, unblemished, 
adequate, complete, sound, 
boundless, capable, flawless 

imperiously: (adv) overbearingly, 
arrogantly, commandingly, 
magisterially, dictatorially, 
masterfully, haughtily, imperatively, 
authoritatively, domineeringly, 
insolently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
meekly, feebly 

impertinent: (adj) fresh, pert, saucy, 
forward, audacious, brash, brazen, 
extraneous, discourteous, 
disrespectful, flippant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) respectful, 
polite, courteous 

imperturbable: (adj) dispassionate, 
impassive, composed, placid, 
unflappable, cool, quiet, peaceful, 
still, equable, steady. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) edgy, concerned, agitated, 
excited, nervous 

impetuous: (adj) boisterous, hasty, 
fiery, headlong, heady, hot, brash, 
foolhardy, dashing, fierce; (adj, v) 
impulsive. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
considered, careful, slow, sensible, 
patient 

impetuously: (adv) rashly, 
impulsively, vehemently, 
precipitately, fiercely, headily, 
passionately, intensely, fierily, 
spontaneously, thoughtlessly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) deliberately, 
sensibly, patiently 

impious: (adj) godless, ungodly, 
disrespectful, profane, unholy, 
sinful, unhallowed, wicked, 
iniquitous, irreligious, irreverent. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reverent, 
devout, restrained, good 

implacable: (adj) cruel, remorseless, 
irreconcilable, pitiless, merciless, 
grim, unappeasable, deadly, mortal, 
relentless, unforgiving. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) placable, 
unrelenting 

implements: (n) equipment, 
apparatus, gear, tackle, rigging, 
outfit, hardware, trappings 

importunate: (adj) annoying, exigent, 
pressing, insistent, bothersome, 
pestiferous, pestilent, instant, 
obdurate, demanding, pleading. 
ANTONYM: (adj) feeble 

importunately: (adv) pleadingly, 
annoyingly, persistently, pressingly, 

imploringly, beseechingly, 
insistently, exigently, entreatingly, 
clamorously, earnestly 

impossibility: (n) impossibleness, 
option, nonexistence, absurdity, 
inability, impracticability, 
alternative, choice, contradiction, 
contradiction in terms, 
doubtfulness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
possibility, probability 

impracticable: (adj) unfeasible, 
infeasible, impractical, unrealistic, 
unworkable, impervious, unusable, 
unattainable, useless; (v) crotchety, 
fussy. ANTONYMS: (adj) viable, 
feasible, possible, accustomed 

impressible: (adj) impressionable, 
sensitive, soft, delicate, sensible, 
adhesive, easily affected, fine, 
gentle, courteous, easy 

impromptu: (adj, adv) off the cuff, ad 
lib, offhand, ad libitum; (adj) 
extempore, extemporaneous, 
unprepared, improvised, 
extemporary, makeshift; (adj, adv, 
v) ad-lib. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
planned, rehearsed 

improvised: (adj, adv) off the cuff, 
informal, unplanned; (adj) 
extemporaneous, improvisatory, 
offhand, makeshift, spontaneous, 
unrehearsed, temporary, 
extemporized. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
prepared, permanent 

imprudence: (n) carelessness, 
indiscretion, folly, improvidence, 
hastiness, flippancy, recklessness, 
injudiciousness, rashness, haste; 
(adj, n) temerity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
discretion, forethought, wariness, 
wisdom 

imprudent: (adj) foolish, foolhardy, 
indiscreet, hasty, improvident, 
impolitic, heedless, unadvised, 
injudicious, unwary, unwise. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
prudent, cautious, wise, deliberate, 
discreet, guarded, judicious, 
advisable 

impunity: (n) impune, come off, 
freedom, immunity, permission, 
forgiveness. ANTONYM: (n) 
liability 

imputation: (n) blame, charge, 
accusation, impeachment, 
attribution, ascription; (adj, n) slur; 
(adj) blot, reproach, stain, spot 

impute: (v) charge, attribute, ascribe, 
assign, accuse, blame, attach, credit, 
lay, accredit, impeach 

inaction: (n) idleness, inactivity, 
abeyance, apathy, standstill, 
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dormancy, stagnancy, quiescency, 
quiescence, stagnation; (adj) latency. 
ANTONYM: (n) activity 

inalienable: (adj) untransferable, 
unassailable, absolute, inviolable, 
indefeasible, inseparable, inherent, 
unassignable, unforfeitable; (v) 
incommunicable 

inapplicable: (adj) irrelevant, unfit, 
unsuitable, inappropriate, 
unseemly, unfitting, inapt, inept, 
inapposite, inopportune, unsuited. 
ANTONYM: (adj) relevant 

inborn: (adj) native, born, connatural, 
connate, congenital, hereditary, 
inherent, constitutional, indigenous, 
natural, instinctive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) acquired, spiritual 

incessant: (adj) endless, continual, 
everlasting, eternal, constant, 
continuous, perpetual, unremitting, 
interminable, persistent; (adj, v) 
frequent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
intermittent, occasional, sporadic, 
broken, finite 

incessantly: (adv) constantly, 
endlessly, continually, perpetually, 
continuously, unceasingly, eternally, 
persistently, unremittingly, 
unendingly, steadily. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) sporadically, briefly 

incisive: (adj, n) acute, cutting, 
piercing, smart, quick; (adj) 
pungent, keen, penetrating, pointed, 
poignant, discriminating. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unintelligent, 
dull, stupid 

incline: (v) cant, dispose, bend; (n, v) 
slope, bias, dip, tilt; (n) ascent, 
gradient, grade, inclination. 
ANTONYMS: (v) indispose, level; 
(n) hollow, descent 

incommodious: (adj) awkward, 
cumbersome, embarrassing, 
unhandy, uncomfortable, cramped, 
troublesome, discommodious, 
disadvantageous, bothersome, 
narrow. ANTONYM: (adj) roomy 

incongruous: (adj) inappropriate, 
improper, absurd, inapt, 
incompatible, conflicting, 
inconsistent, incoherent, 
inexpedient; (adj, n) contradictory, 
dissonant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
appropriate, befitting, consistent, 
reasonable 

incontinence: (n) dissoluteness, 
debauchery, voiding, urinary 
incontinence, undiscipline, 
indiscipline, faux pas, enuresis, 
evacuation, excretion; (adj) intrigue 

inconvenient: (adj) inopportune, 

awkward, disadvantageous, 
bothersome, improper, unfavorable, 
troublesome, hard, inapt, untoward, 
unfortunate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
convenient, suitable, opportune, 
timely, advantageous 

incumbent: (adj, v) superimposed; 
(n) functionary, official, 
householder, occupant, parson, 
locum tenens, sojourner; (adj) 
compulsory; (v) supernatant, 
overlying 

indebted: (adj) grateful, appreciative, 
thankful, obliged, liable, insolvent, 
broke; (prep) beholden, debted; (n) 
debtor; (v) owe. ANTONYM: (adj) 
ungrateful 

indescribable: (adj) indefinable, 
ineffable, unutterable, vague, 
beyond expression, nameless, 
inexpressible, nondescript, terrible, 
intangible, termless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) explainable, conceivable, 
concrete 

indestructible: (adj) immortal, 
eternal, everlasting, undestroyable, 
undying, durable, perdurable, 
permanent, indelible, incorruptible, 
lasting. ANTONYMS: (adj) fragile, 
destructible, vulnerable, ephemeral, 
soft, perishable, temporary 

indifferently: (adv) carelessly, coldly, 
nonchalantly, listlessly, 
unconcernedly, uninterestedly, 
neutrally, middlingly, casually, 
unbiasedly, disinterestedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) passionately, 
obsessively, carefully, eagerly, 
energetically, warmly, anxiously, 
enthusiastically, sympathetically 

indigence: (n) need, poverty, 
beggary, penury, pauperism, 
neediness, misery, impoverishment, 
necessity; (n, v) destitution, want. 
ANTONYMS: (n) luxury, wealth 

indignant: (adj) angry, incensed, 
furious, enraged, wrathful, hurt, 
rage, provoked, hot, anger, irate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cool, content, 
unaffected 

indignantly: (adv) irately, angrily, 
wrathfully, enragedly, sorely, 
acrimoniously, cynically, sulkily, 
hotly, exasperatedly, furiously 

indignation: (n) anger, resentment, 
displeasure, grudge, umbrage, rage, 
outrage, exasperation, choler, 
dudgeon; (adj, n) wrath. 
ANTONYMS: (n) contentment, 
pleasure 

indignity: (n) dishonor, contumely, 
humiliation, contempt, outrage, 

disdain, offence, disgrace, 
degradation; (n, v) insult, abuse. 
ANTONYMS: (n) honor, glory, 
pride 

indigo: (adj, n) blue; (n) anil, 
Indigofera tinctoria, shrub, dyestuff, 
indigo plant, indigotin; (adj) bice, 
azure, cerulean, mauve 

indiscreet: (adj) careless, imprudent, 
incautious, ill-advised, rash, 
unadvised, unwise, impolitic, hasty, 
tactless, inadvisable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) thoughtful, tactful, judicious, 
guarded 

indiscretion: (n) foolishness, fault, 
rashness, inconsideration, 
carelessness, injudiciousness, faux 
pas, hastiness, indiscreetness, 
flippancy; (adj, n) temerity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discretion, 
diplomacy, forethought 

indistinct: (adj) indefinite, 
inarticulate, faint, dull, fuzzy, 
indeterminate, hazy, neutral; (adj, n) 
confused, cloudy, dark. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, slight, 
separate, certain, precise, audible, 
strong, definite 

indistinctly: (adv) vaguely, dimly, 
hazily, mistily, inarticulately, 
shadowily, obscurely, unclearly, 
fuzzily, confusedly, ambiguously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) precisely, 
audibly, coherently, distinctly 

indulged: (adj) pet, privileged, 
cherished, admired 

indulgence: (adj, n) gratification, 
delight; (n) allowance, extravagance, 
debauchery, hobby, tolerance, 
luxury, enjoyment, leniency, 
pardon. ANTONYMS: (n) denial, 
virtue, intolerance, uprightness, 
necessity, indifference, dismay, 
severity 

indulgent: (adj) forgiving, gentle, 
clement, lenient, soft, kind, gracious, 
tolerant, merciful, compassionate; 
(adj, v) permissive. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) intolerant, unsympathetic, 
severe, restrained, harsh, 
hardhearted, abstemious, 
disapproving 

industrious: (adj) diligent, assiduous, 
indefatigable, busy, energetic, 
hardworking, laborious, tireless, 
earnest, keen, enterprising. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) indolent, idle, 
destructive, weary, careless 

industriously: (adv) diligently, 
painstakingly, busily, sedulously, 
tirelessly, untiringly, eagerly, 
studiously, laboriously, carefully, 
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conscientiously. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
wearily, carelessly 

ineffaceable: (adj) permanent, 
ineradicable, fixed, impossible to 
remove, fast, burnt in, inburnt; (n) 
inveterate 

ineffectual: (adj) ineffective, futile, 
useless, feeble, abortive, powerless, 
idle, weak, unable, void, vain. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, effectual, 
effective, useful, viable, competent, 
invulnerable, helpful, decisive 

inefficacious: (adj) ineffective, futile, 
inefficient, bootless, useless, 
inoperative, inutile, null, feckless, 
nugatory, fruitless 

infer: (v) deduce, guess, derive, 
conclude, construe, imagine, 
conjecture, gather, deduct; (adj, v) 
understand, imply 

inferential: (adj, v) deducible; (adj) 
deductive, implied, constructive, 
connotative, circumstantial, 
conclusive; (v) consectary, 
consequential, indirect, crooked 

inferiority: (n) poorness, degeneracy, 
subordinacy, minority, 
disadvantage, calibre, vulgarity, 
quality, subordination, meanness, 
deteriority. ANTONYMS: (n) 
superiority, advantage, excellence, 
preeminence 

infirm: (adj, n, v) feeble; (adj, v) faint, 
weak, sickly, debilitated; (adj) 
impotent, fragile, decrepit, ill, 
delicate, shaky. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
whole, well, hearty 

inflict: (v) impose, cause, wreak, 
force, enforce, deal, deliver, 
administer, foist, put, obtrude 

ingathering: (n) gathering, levy, 
harvest, appeal, compilation, crop, 
harvesting, assemblage, muster, 
compendium, entreaty 

ingenuity: (adj, n) ability; (n) 
adroitness, ingeniousness, cunning, 
imagination, acumen, resource, 
originality, skill, wit, inventiveness. 
ANTONYM: (n) ineptness 

inglenook: (n) hearth, corner 
inhabitant: (n) denizen, resident, 

occupant, citizen, tenant, occupier, 
population, native, liver, indweller; 
(v) habitant. ANTONYM: (n) 
stranger 

inhabited: (v) populous, full of 
people, arrayed, clothed, dressed, 
accustomed, habited; (adj, v) 
peopled; (adj) occupied, settled, 
housing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unoccupied, uninhabited, business 

initiatory: (adj) initiative, first, 

inaugural, maiden, preliminary, 
introductory, inceptive, incipient, 
foremost, rudimentary, elementary 

injure: (n, v) damage, harm, impair; 
(v) contuse, disfigure, maim, bruise, 
blemish, wound, insult; (adj, v) 
abuse. ANTONYMS: (v) heal, 
enable, repair, protect, help 

inlaid: (adj) decorated 
inmate: (n) captive, convict, gaolbird, 

denizen, prisoner, con, patient, 
jailbird, lodger, occupant, resident. 
ANTONYM: (n) outpatient 

innkeeper: (n) victualer, landlord, 
Boniface, hostess, hotel keeper, 
victualler, padrone, emcee, horde 

inquire: (v) demand, ask, explore, 
enquire, inspect, research, consult, 
pry, request, wonder; (n, v) 
question. ANTONYM: (v) answer 

inquiring: (adj) inquisitive, quizzical, 
interested, analytical, probing, 
intrusive; (adj, n) questioning; (v) 
inquire; (n) enquiry, question, 
examination. ANTONYM: (adj) 
uninquiring 

inquiringly: (adv) enquiringly, 
inquisitively, nosily, curiously, 
pryingly, interestedly, searchingly, 
inquiring, quizzically, intrusively 

inscription: (n) epigraph, entry, 
dedication, autograph, epitaph, 
registration, lettering, writing, 
record, superscription, title 

insensible: (adj) imperceptible, 
numb, unconscious, callous, dull, 
unaware, apathetic, impassive, 
indiscernible, comatose, impassible. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sensible, 
conscious, sensitive, awake, alive, 
compassionate, concerned, aware 

inseparable: (adj) indissoluble, 
inextricable, inherent, indiscerptible, 
built-in, indispensable, infrangible, 
innate, unseparable; (v) severable, 
unseparated. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
separable, dividable, isolatable 

insides: (n) bowels, innards, entrails, 
intestines, filling, belly, gut, viscera, 
stomach 

insignificant: (adj) inconsequential, 
inconsiderable, humble, poor, 
immaterial, trivial, unimportant, 
light, infinitesimal, indifferent, 
small. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
significant, enormous, major, 
important, huge, substantial, 
considerable, great, colossal, 
valuable, influential 

insincerity: (n, v) duplicity; (n) 
falsity, falseness, cant, dishonesty, 
hollowness, dissimulation, 

affectation, disingenuousness, 
faithlessness; (v) double dealing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sincerity, 
genuineness 

insinuating: (adj) crafty, insinuative, 
oily, ingratiating, having serpents, 
insinuant, sly, snaky, giving hints, 
snide, subtle 

insipid: (adj) tasteless, bland, dull, 
watery, flavorless, uninteresting, 
vapid, savorless, boring, tame, 
humdrum. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exciting, tasty, interesting, flavorful, 
spicy, lively, colorful, dark, bright, 
inspired, imaginative 

insolent: (adj) impertinent, abusive, 
disrespectful, impudent, fresh, 
arrogant, brazen, defiant, offensive, 
brassy, bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
respectful, modest, gracious, meek, 
submissive 

inspire: (adj, v) cheer, enliven, 
exhilarate; (v) encourage, excite, 
inhale, incite, affect, infuse, hearten, 
actuate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
extinguish, disenchant, douse, 
knock, dampen, calm, dishearten 

instantaneous: (adj) immediate, 
prompt, sudden, precipitate, 
momentary, abrupt, precipitous, 
precipitant, swift, momentaneous, 
quick. ANTONYMS: (adj) gradual, 
delayed, considered 

insulting: (adj) contemptuous, 
insolent, injurious, offensive, 
scurrilous, defamatory, 
opprobrious, rude, disgraceful, 
disdainful, impolite. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) courteous, conciliatory, polite, 
generous, cordial 

insupportable: (adj, v) insufferable, 
intolerable; (adj) indefensible, 
unbearable, excruciating, 
unjustifiable, unendurable, 
impossible, unsupportable, heavy, 
obnoxious. ANTONYM: (adj) 
bearable 

insure: (v) assure, secure, guarantee, 
cover, underwrite, ensure, 
indemnify, ascertain, control, cinch, 
verify 

intellect: (n) mind, intelligence, 
understanding, reason, brains, head, 
intellectual, apprehension, psyche, 
genius, brainpower. ANTONYM: 
(n) stupidity 

intently: (adv) fixedly, attentively, 
seriously, raptly, intensely, closely, 
steadily, eagerly, absorbedly, hard, 
steadfastly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
absently 

interchange: (n, v) change, barter; (v) 
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commute, switch, alternate, 
substitute, convert, replace, 
counterchange, transpose; (n) traffic 

interfering: (adj, n) meddling; (adj) 
officious, busy, disturbing, 
meddlesome, nosy, busybodied, 
curious, overbearing, domineering; 
(n) hindrance 

interlacing: (adj) network, complex, 
interleaving, interlinking, 
interwoven 

interlocutor: (n) conversational 
partner, middleman, contact; (v) 
prolocutor 

intermeddle: (n, v) interpose; (v) 
meddle, interlope, intervene, 
mingle, intercede, entermete, 
intrude, clash, monkey, intermell 

interposed: (adj) interjacent, 
intercedent, intervenient, 
parenthetical, intermediate colors, 
mediate 

interrupting: (adj) cross, 
interchanged, interpelling, 
meddlesome, adverse, defensive, 
contrary, interpellant, interruptive 

interruption: (n) disruption, 
intermission, halt, pause, 
suspension, discontinuance, hiatus; 
(n, v) break, hindrance, impediment; 
(v) interrupt. ANTONYMS: (n) 
permanence, help, respect 

intersected: (adj) decussated 
intersecting: (adj) decussate, 

intersectant, crossing, intersecant, 
interchanged, decisive, cruciform, 
crucial, contrary, angular, across 

intertwine: (adj, v) interlace; (v) 
entwine, braid, entangle, enlace, 
interweave, knot, splice, knit, fold, 
lace. ANTONYMS: (v) disentangle, 
undo, unpick 

intimately: (adv) nearly, familiarly, 
personally, secretly, internally, 
privately, narrowly, thoroughly, 
near, well, thickly. ANTONYM: 
(adv) superficially 

intimidating: (adj) scary, threatening, 
menacing, bullying, scare, terrifying, 
terrible, nasty, uncomforting, 
truculent, tough. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
friendly, soothing, reassuring, 
comforting, approachable, 
insignificant 

intonation: (n) inflection, tone, 
expression, cadence, timbre, 
chanting, drone, prosody, 
vocalizing, singing, sound 

intoxicating: (adj) intoxicant, strong, 
alcoholic, effective, exciting, 
impetuous, inebriant, inebrious, 
powerful, provocative, forcible. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) soft, weak 
intoxication: (n) inebriation, 

inebriety, poisoning, tipsiness, 
fascination, grogginess, ecstasy, 
daze, excitement, euphoria, wine 

intruding: (adj) aggressive, 
interfering, intrusive 

invective: (n, v) abuse, insult, 
contumely, vituperation; (n) 
diatribe, denunciation, tirade, curse, 
reproach, ignominy; (adj) abusive 

inversely: (adv) reciprocally, 
reversely, contrarily, invertedly, 
reversedly, conversely, vice versa, 
contrary, in return 

involuntarily: (adv) unconsciously, 
unintentionally, inadvertently, 
automatically, forcedly, 
mechanically, unthinkingly, 
reluctantly, accidentally, 
automaticly, unwillingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) voluntarily, 
consciously, willingly, purposely 

involuntary: (adj) instinctive, 
unconscious, unintentional, forced, 
mechanical, unthinking, reluctant, 
unwilling, compulsory, inadvertent, 
accidental. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
voluntary, intentional, intended, 
willing 

inwardly: (adv) inside, interiorly, 
innerly, within, secretly, 
intrinsically, intimately, privately, 
spiritually, incomingly; (adj) 
inwards. ANTONYM: (adv) openly 

inwrought: (adj) inborn, inbred, 
innate, ingrained, enwrought, 
essential, indispensable, inseparable, 
decorated, inherent, native 

irksome: (adj, v) wearisome, 
tiresome; (adj) boring, dull, 
annoying, tedious, trying, 
burdensome, bothersome, irritating, 
prosaic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
delightful, pleasant, refreshing, 
soothing 

ironing: (n) flatwork, household 
linen, flat wash 

irregularity: (n) abnormality, 
anomaly, eccentricity, inequality, 
deviation, aberration, constipation, 
exception, unevenness, variation; 
(adj, n) deformity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
symmetry, normality, regularity, 
dependability, equality, frequency, 
evenness, consistency, 
predictability, smoothness 

irremediable: (adj) incurable, 
irrecoverable, irretrievable, 
irrevocable, hopeless, irredeemable, 
irreclaimable, remediless, beyond 
repair, desperate, cureless. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) remediable, 
superficial, temporary 

irrepressible: (adj) uncontrollable, 
uncontainable, unmanageable, 
wanton, inextinguishable, rampant, 
effervescent; (v) ungovernable, 
volcanic, stanchless, simmering. 
ANTONYM: (adj) orderly 

irresistibly: (adv) charmingly, 
necessarily, overwhelmingly, 
charismatically, fiercely, temptingly, 
overpoweringly, appealingly, 
beguilingly 

irresolution: (n) indecisiveness, 
hesitation, doubt, irresoluteness, 
indetermination, shilly-shally, 
uncertainty, hesitancy, incertitude, 
dubiety, suspense. ANTONYMS: (n) 
resolution, decisiveness, 
determination 

irretrievable: (adj) irrecoverable, 
irremediable, irreversible, 
remediless, irreclaimable, 
irrevocable, unrecoverable, 
incurable, irredeemable, desperate; 
(v) indefeasible. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
superficial, flexible, impermanent, 
temporary 

irreverence: (n) blasphemy, 
profanity, impiety, disrespect, 
desecration, sacrilege, mockery, 
discourtesy, encroachment, 
hypocrisy, impertinence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) reverence, piety, 
respect 

irreverently: (adv) profanely, 
blasphemously, impiously, 
sacrilegiously, impertinently, 
saucily, pertly, scathingly, 
sarcastically, mockingly, 
unreverently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
respectfully, reverentially 

irrevocable: (adj) irrecoverable, final, 
irreparable, irremediable, 
irredeemable, conclusive, 
irreclaimable, unchangeable, fixed; 
(adj, v) irretrievable, inevitable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) revocable, 
superficial, provisional, flexible, 
impermanent 

irritable: (adj) fractious, irascible, 
edgy, cantankerous, touchy, 
petulant, excitable, cross, sensitive, 
grumpy, disagreeable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, happy, 
cheerful, amiable, patient, pleasant, 
stable, courteous; (n) cheeriness 

irritate: (adj, v) incense; (v) gall, fret, 
chafe, harass, grate, displease, vex, 
goad, aggravate, anger. 
ANTONYMS: (v) soothe, pacify, 
please, help, calm, encourage, 
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placate 
irritated: (adj) annoyed, exasperated, 

incensed, enraged, aggravated, 
furious, irate, inflamed, sore, 
displeased, provoked. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) calm, pleased, patient, 
contented 

irritating: (adj) infuriating, 
bothersome, annoying, 
exasperating, irksome, irritative, 
vexatious, aggravating, 
troublesome, irritant; (v) stinging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) soothing, 
calming, delightful, pleasant 

irruption: (n) inroad, incursion, 
outbreak, attack, intrusion, raid, 
influx, foray, irrupted, eruption, 
onset 

isolate: (v) cut off, detach, divide, 
maroon, sequester, dissociate, 
abstract, disunite, set apart, 
separate, segregate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) expose, involve, attach, unite 

itch: (n) urge, desire, impulse, 
scabies; (v) irritate, prickle, tingle, 
scratch, chafe; (adj) itchy; (n, v) 
wish. ANTONYMS: (n) aversion, 
disinclination 

iteration: (n) iterance, reiteration, 
run, succession, frequency, 
repeating, recurrence, rehearsal, 
backbone, stereotypy, grit 

jailer: (n) prison guard, guard, 
keeper, screw, turnkey, warder, 
jailor, custos, custodian, goaler, 
lawman 

jangling: (n) janglery; (adj) harsh, 
dissonant, discordant, strident, 
cacophonic, cacophonous 

jasper: (n) bloodstone, hematite, jasp, 
jasper-ware, jasperite, jasp, 
moonstone, sunstone 

jehu: (n) wagoner, charioteer, 
postboy, postilion, carter, coachman, 
whip, driver 

jerk: (n, v) jump, yank, shake, twitch, 
jar, tug, bump, heave, pull; (v) fling, 
flip. ANTONYM: (v) ease 

jest: (n) gag, gibe, quip, game; (n, v) 
jape; (v) banter, jeer, deride, gird, 
sneer, clown 

jester: (n) joker, fool, buffoon, comic, 
clown, zany, harlequin, humorist, 
spark, wit, droll 

jewel: (n) gemstone, darling, 
diamond, jewelry, trinket, treasure, 
ornament, idol; (adj, n) bijou, 
precious stone; (adj) brilliant 

jeweller: (n) goldsmith, silversmith, 
jewelry maker 

jigs: (n) rocks 
jingle: (n, v) ring, chime, ding, clank; 

(v) clang, clink, tinkle, rattle, sound, 
peal; (n) chink. ANTONYM: (n) 
silence 

jingling: (adj) reverberant, clinking, 
jingly 

jocose: (adj) humorous, facetious, 
jesting, funny, frolicsome, witty, 
pleasant, gay, jovial, joking, coltish 

jocosely: (adv) waggishly, jokingly, 
humorously, comically, in jest, 
facetiously, sportively, playfully, 
funnily, gaily, jestingly 

jolting: (adj) jolty, bumpy, bouncing, 
jouncing, unsmooth, moving, 
bouncy; (n) concussion 

josh: (v) tease, joke, kid, jest, chaff, 
pull your leg, be kidding, jolly, 
laugh, laugh at, make fun of 

journeying: (adj) itinerant, 
wayfaring, vagabond; (n) excursion, 
digression, expedition, travelling, 
movement, outing, passage, 
pilgrimage 

journeyman: (n) artificer, artisan, 
Wright, mechanic, hack, man, 
glazier, goldbeater, day laborer, 
hairdresser, diesinker 

jove: (n) Jovian, Jovinianist, 
thunderer 

joyful: (adj) gay, glad, elated, 
cheerful, gleeful, cheery, delighted, 
joyous, jolly, blissful, blithe. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) miserable, 
sorrowful, unhappy, despairing, 
unpleasant, staid, sorry, 
disappointed, depressed, heavy 

joyless: (adj) cheerless, gloomy, 
dreary, dark, sad, melancholy, 
funereal, comfortless, dolorous, 
doleful, desolate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) joyous, happy 

joyous: (adj) happy, gleeful, elated, 
jolly, glad, gay, jovial, merry, festive, 
cheerful, jocund. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
despairing, joyless, miserable 

joyously: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 
gaily, gleefully, mirthfully, 
cheerfully, gladly, merrily, festively, 
brightly, buoyantly, pleasantly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) joylessly 

judicious: (adj, v) discreet; (adj) 
careful, discerning, sensible, 
prudent, rational, sagacious, sound, 
cautious, reasonable, advisable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stupid, tactless, 
indiscriminate, reckless, illogical, 
extreme, untimely 

judiciously: (adv) prudently, 
sagaciously, shrewdly, discreetly, 
discerningly, politically, cautiously, 
logically, rationally, sensibly, 
soundly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 

foolishly, injudiciously, unwisely, 
illogically, imprudently 

juicy: (adj) fat, succulent, gamy, 
liquid, luscious, fluid, rich, spicy, 
sappy, moist, racy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) bland, dull, juiceless, tasteless, 
uninteresting, limp 

jupiter: (n) Jove, blazon, deity, father, 
Zeus, solar system, thunderer 

justly: (adv) accurately, fairly, 
correctly, honestly, lawfully, 
properly, exactly, uprightly, 
legitimately, impartially, purely. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) wrongly, 
unfairly, unjustifiably, unjustly, 
unlawfully, sinfully, falsely, 
immorally 

keener: (v) Indian giver, floater, 
repeater 

keenly: (adv) eagerly, zealously, 
piercingly, acutely, cuttingly, 
ardently, strongly, lively, 
penetratingly, fervently, avidly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unenthusiastically, apathetically, 
faintly, reluctantly, patiently, 
passively, halfheartedly, vaguely 

keenness: (n) ardor, eagerness, 
enthusiasm, acumen, sharpness, 
zeal, acuity, quickness, diligence, 
fervor; (n, v) edge. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unwillingness, dullness, 
indifference, faintness, dislike, 
patience, reluctance 

kennel: (n) doghouse, ditch, gully, 
fosse, dike, drain, culvert, sewer, 
gutter, hutch, trough 

kerchief: (n) napkin, neckerchief, 
hood, snood, headscarf, muffler, 
scarf, shawl, coif, babushka, Kercher 

kind-hearted: (adj) good-natured, 
good, kindly, clement, benevolent, 
humane, kindhearted, 
philanthropic, sympathetic, tolerant, 
warm 

kindle: (adj, v) inflame; (v) fire, 
excite, arouse, burn, flame, awaken, 
incite, enkindle, stir; (n, v) light. 
ANTONYMS: (v) enkindle, dampen, 
calm, extinguish, quench, stifle 

kindling: (n) combustion, firing, 
ignition, lighting, tinder, fire, 
firewood, dismissal; (v) ignite, 
agitate, kindle 

kindred: (adj) cognate, akin, similar, 
allied, related; (n) kin, 
consanguinity, relation, folk, folks, 
kin group 

kitten: (n) cat, foal, kitty, colt, foetus; 
(v) teem, flower, fructify, bear fruit, 
farrow, EAN 

kittens: (n) dust, fuzz 
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kitty: (n) pussy, pussycat, pool, puss, 
jackpot, stakes, stake, wager, cat, 
fund, consortium 

kneel: (v) genuflect, cringe, stoop, 
bob, cry for quarter, dip, duck, 
humble oneself; (n) kneeling, knee, 
movement 

kneeling: (n) homage, kowtow, 
kneelingly, prostration, genuflexion, 
genuflection, curtsy, courtesy, 
obeisance 

knobbed: (adj) gnarled, involved, 
intricate, baffling, knotted, 
Byzantine, knotty, tuberous, 
crooked, convoluted 

knotted: (adj) knotty, gnarled, gnarly, 
involved, entangled, complicated, 
tangled, matted, knobbed, fastened; 
(adj, v) kinky. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
straight, tidy, relaxed 

knowingly: (adj, adv, v) wittingly; 
(adv) intentionally, consciously, 
designedly, shrewdly, on purpose, 
purposely, wisely, wilfully, 
ingeniously; (adv, v) by design. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) accidentally, 
unintentionally, unwittingly, openly 

knowingness: (n) astuteness, 
awareness, cognizance, 
consciousness, feel, perspicacity, 
perspicaciousness, cognisance, ken, 
knowing, sense 

laborious: (adj) hard, arduous, 
backbreaking, heavy, industrious, 
diligent, grueling, assiduous, 
exhausting, formidable, tough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) simple, 
effortless, undemanding, light, brisk 

labourer: (n) laborer, toiler, peon, 
navvy, porter, docker, gravedigger, 
hodman, hewer, digger, drudge 

labouring: (adj) drudging, work, 
working, busy, toiling 

labyrinthine: (adj) involved, 
convoluted, intricate, knotty, 
complex, Byzantine, complicated, 
mazy, circuitous; (adj, v) 
labyrinthian; (v) labyrinthic. 
ANTONYM: (adj) direct 

laceration: (n) cut, gash, injury, 
wound, tear, scratch, torture, pain, 
slit, lesion, tearing 

lackey: (n) flunkey, sycophant, 
butler, attendant, bootlicker, toady, 
truckler, waiter, servant, footman, 
flatterer 

laden: (adj) burdened, full, loaded, 
ladened, filled, hampered, heavy, 
charged, encumbered; (v) lade, load. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) empty, lacking 

ladylike: (adj) feminine, refined, 
gentle, womanly, genteel, maidenly, 

matronly, wifely, dainty, well-bred, 
mannerly. ANTONYM: (adj) coarse 

lain: (adj) artless, unsophisticated, 
unaffected, naive, untutored, 
simple, pure, natural, native, 
inartificial 

lame: (adj) crippled, disabled, 
halting, feeble, halt, weak, paralytic; 
(adj, n) game; (adj, v) paralyze, 
maim, becripple 

lamed: (adj) lame, impeded, injured, 
disabled 

lameness: (n) limp, claudication, 
gameness, gimpiness, feebleness, 
halt, limping, crippleness, disability 
of walking 

lament: (v) bemoan, complain, 
deplore, grieve, keen, bewail, 
mourn; (n) dirge, complaint; (n, v) 
wail, moan. ANTONYMS: (n) 
celebration, joy; (v) revel, rejoice, 
celebrate, applaud, praise, 
compliment 

landlady: (n) landlord, madam, 
proprietor, hostess, innkeeper, 
landholder, lady of the house 

languid: (adj) lazy, dull, indolent, 
feeble, lethargic, lackadaisical, 
sluggish, faint, torpid, inert, 
apathetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) active, 
lively, exciting, vigorous 

languidly: (adv) languorously, 
listlessly, wearily, lethargically, 
slowly, dreamily, limply, weakly, 
torpidly, indolently, impassively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) dynamically, 
vigorously 

languor: (adj, n) inactivity, inertia, 
feebleness; (n) lethargy, fatigue, 
infirmity, lassitude, weakness, 
indifference, ennui; (adj) atony. 
ANTONYM: (n) energy 

lantern: (n) beacon, light, dormer, 
tube, lighting fitting, bedside light, 
street light, street lamp, oil lamp, 
lime light, lanthorn 

lanthorn: (n) lime light, gas light 
lapse: (n, v) decline, drop, mistake; 

(adj, n, v) fall; (v) expire, elapse, 
collapse, go by; (n) oversight, error, 
fault. ANTONYMS: (v) behave, 
start, rise, renew, improve 

lard: (n) grease, suet, tallow, oil; (v) 
embellish, embroider, glorify, 
magnify, amplify, aggrandize, blow 
up 

large-hearted: (adj) generous 
lark: (n) joke, fun, trick, prank, antic, 

caper, game; (n, v) romp, frolic, 
gambol; (v) rollick 

lash: (n, v) beat, chastise, scourge, 
goad; (v) flog, bind, batter; (adj, v) 

strap, tie, lace; (n) hit. ANTONYMS: 
(v) unlash, untie 

lass: (n) girl, lassie, damsel, young 
woman, young girl, fille, miss, Jeune 
fille, bobbysocker, bobbysoxer, 
woman 

latch: (v) bar, fasten, grab; (n, v) bolt; 
(adj, n, v) lock; (n) hasp, clasp, door 
latch, hook; (adj) link, yoke 

laughable: (adj) absurd, amusing, 
humorous, comical, ludicrous, 
ridiculous, farcical, droll, comic, 
foolish, jocular. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
serious, tragic, adequate, generous, 
impressive 

laughingly: (adv) merrily, gaily, 
lightheartedly, playfully, dizzily, 
giddily, perkily, flippantly, 
smilingly, riantly 

laurel: (n) bays, honor, rose-laurel, 
cassia, cinnamon, sweet bay, 
Daphne, bay tree, palm, garland, 
fame 

lave: (v) launder, bathe, clean, 
cleanse, lap, dip, pour, wash up; 
(adj) splash, swash; (n) residue 

lawsuit: (n) suit, cause, action, trial, 
prosecution, proceedings, litigation, 
court case, legal action, causa, plea 

leaded: (adj) fixed 
leaden: (adj) heavy, gray, sluggish, 

grey, inert, torpid, grave, languid, 
drab, burdensome, livid. 
ANTONYM: (adj) bright 

leafless: (adj) bald, bare, aphyllous, 
leaveless, hairless. ANTONYM: (adj) 
leafy 

leafy: (adj) green, verdant, lush, 
foliose, foliate, leafed, luxuriant, 
foliaceous, leaved, bowery, 
flourishing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
leafless, urban, withering 

leaking: (n) leak, leakage; (adj) 
unseaworthy, blabbermouthed 

leaky: (adj) leak, cracked, permeable, 
porous, holey, blabbermouthed, 
unseaworthy, tattling, talebearing, 
incontinent, faulty. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tight, watertight 

leaping: (n) jump, bounce, bound, 
leap, spring, saltation, bouncing; (v) 
jumping; (adj, v) bounding; (adj) 
springing; (adv) leapingly 

leathery: (adj) stringy, coriaceous, 
leatherlike, gristly cartilaginous, 
leathered, tough as whitleather, 
hard, stiff, gristly, gnarled, rugged 

leaven: (n) barm, yeast, leavening, 
element; (v) lift, raise, temper, 
elevate; (adj) denaturalize, denature, 
distain 

ledge: (n) projection, bulge, jetty, 
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board, shelf, rack, bench, hummock, 
protrusion, rim; (adj) escarpment. 
ANTONYM: (n) depression 

leisurely: (adj) slow, deliberate, 
easygoing, leisure, at ease, 
unhurried, measured, idle; (adv) 
deliberately, slowly, at leisure. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rushed, hurried, 
formal, vigorous, speedy, fast; (adv) 
formally, quickly 

lengthen: (adj, v) elongate; (v) 
enlarge, prolong, draw, draw out, 
increase, expand, stretch, protract, 
continue, drag out. ANTONYMS: 
(v) clip, curtail 

lengthened: (adj) elongated, 
prolonged, long, protracted, 
expanded, elongate, longer, 
lingering, extensive, stretched out, 
lengthy 

lessen: (v) decrease, abate, fall, 
decline, dwindle, assuage, allay, 
alleviate; (adj, v) abridge, curtail, 
contract. ANTONYMS: (v) increase, 
exacerbate, intensify, raise, grow, 
aggravate, accelerate, bolster, 
worsen, strengthen, rise 

lessened: (adj) diminished, hurt, 
lower, mitigated, pointed, tapering, 
vitiated, atrophied, short, attenuate, 
attenuated 

lettuce: (n) celtuce, folding money, 
cabbage, dough, cos, leaf lettuce, 
boodle, bread, kale, iceberg lettuce, 
Chicago 

lettuces: (n) daisy, compositae, aster 
family, dandelion, Asteraceae, 
family Compositae, family 
Asteraceae 

liberality: (n, v) charity, almsgiving; 
(adj, n) bounty; (n) largess, 
munificence, benevolence, 
beneficence, generousness, 
tolerance; (adj) largesse, gift. 
ANTONYM: (n) illiberality 

lichen: (n) crotal, crottle, crottal, 
basidiolichen, mold, moss, arctic 
moss, conferva, beard lichen, beard 
moss, crottles 

lick: (n, v) lap; (v) clobber, thrash, 
drub, beat, bat, defeat; (n) biff, jab, 
speed, dash 

licked: (adj) dumbfounded 
licking: (n) thrashing, rout, debacle, 

beating, drubbing, discomfiture, 
whipping, lacing, lick, hiding, 
reverse. ANTONYM: (n) victory 

lief: (adj, v) leef; (adv) fain, willingly; 
(adj) glad, acceptable 

life-giving: (adj) vital 
lifelong: (adj) perpetual, livelong, 

undying, eternal, enduring, 

continuing, chronic, inveterate, 
perennial, ongoing, old. 
ANTONYM: (adj) ephemeral 

lighted: (adj) illuminated, lit, light, 
ablaze, bright, ignited, burn, 
burning, ignite, kindled, lighten 

light-footed: (adj) light, rapid 
light-hearted: (adj) merry, blithe, 

sunny, cheerful, vivacious, bright, 
festive, airy, buoyant, lighthearted, 
light 

likeness: (n) resemblance, copy, 
effigy, image, affinity, similarity, 
correspondence, facsimile; (adj, n) 
figure, form, semblance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) difference, 
diversity, dissimilarity, unlikeness, 
contrast 

liking: (n, v) inclination; (n) fancy, 
appetite, taste, fondness, 
predilection, affection, partiality, 
admiration, approval, appreciation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) dislike, aversion, 
hatred, indifference, detachment, 
dissatisfaction, antipathy 

lily-white: (adj) good 
limping: (n) lameness, gimp, 

claudication, gimpiness, gameness; 
(adj) hobbling, crippled, halting, 
inefficient, imperfect, claudicant 

linger: (v) loiter, delay, dally, hover, 
stay, hesitate, hang around, 
procrastinate, dawdle, tarry, 
saunter. ANTONYMS: (v) hurry, 
end, rush, depart, lead 

lingering: (adj) long, chronic, 
extended, dilatory, protracted, 
prolonged, residual, lengthy, 
inactive, dull; (n) delay. 
ANTONYM: (adj) quick 

lingeringly: (adv) slowly, longly, 
chronically, dilatorily, extendedly, 
leisurely 

liquor: (n) fluid, broth, alcohol, 
booze, brew, brandy, arrack, spirits, 
schnapps; (n, v) drink; (adj, n) liquid 

listlessly: (adv) sluggishly, 
spiritlessly, indifferently, languidly, 
slowly, weakly, indolently, 
supinely, lazily, inanimately, 
slackly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
brightly, nimbly 

literal: (adj) exact, bare, verbal, 
accurate, genuine, faithful, actual, 
plain, true; (n) misprint, erratum. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) figurative, 
symbolic, loose, imprecise, 
metaphorical, broad, approximate, 
false 

lithe: (adj, v) limber, flexible; (adj) 
graceful, slender, lissom, supple, 
lissome, svelte, agile, ductile, elastic. 

ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, stiff, 
inflexible 

littleness: (n) minuteness, smallness, 
pettiness, puniness, delicacy, size, a 
few, a little bit, a smidgen, 
insignificance, slightness 

liturgy: (n) ceremony, ritual, 
sacrament, rite, service, liturge, 
liturgiology, lliturgic, cult, liturgical, 
ceremonial 

livelihood: (n) subsistence, existence, 
job, maintenance, support, living, 
sustenance, bread, keep, bread and 
butter, career 

livelong: (n) Sedum telephium, 
sedum, orpin, orpine; (adj) durable, 
lasting 

loaf: (adj, v) lounge; (v) hang around, 
loiter, loll, linger, laze, mess about, 
be idle; (adj, n) block; (adj) lump, 
poke. ANTONYM: (v) work 

loath: (adj) unwilling, disinclined, 
reluctant, loth, indisposed, 
backward, hesitant, antipathetic, 
antipathetical, loathe, shy of. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) eager, willing, 
disposed, keen 

locket: (n) jewelry, medallion, 
pendant, case, ornament, bracelet, 
anklet, adornment, accessory, 
carcanet 

lodging: (n) abode, apartment, 
accommodation, housing, hostel, 
residence, quarter, home, 
lodgement, address, hospice 

lofty: (adj, v) high, elevated; (adj) 
exalted, eminent, arrogant, grand, 
tall, haughty, great, distinguished, 
majestic. ANTONYMS: (adj) short, 
lowly, base, modest, deferential, 
humble 

loiter: (v) dawdle, dally, tarry, hang 
around, prowl; (adj, v) loaf, delay, 
lounge, hesitate; (adv, v) lag; (n, v) 
saunter. ANTONYMS: (v) leave, 
lead 

longing: (n, v) desire, aspiration; (adj) 
eager, wistful, nostalgic; (n) 
nostalgia, wish, hankering, urge, 
appetite; (adj, n) yearning. 
ANTONYMS: (n) apathy, 
disinclination; (adj) satisfied, 
unconcerned 

long-suffering: (n) long-sufferance, 
patience, endurance; (adj) 
forbearing, tolerant, enduring, 
persevering, passive, meek, 
resigned, stoic 

loosened: (adj) disentangled, loose, 
freed, disengaged, extricated, 
unsnarled 

loosening: (n) relaxation, 
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unfastening, ease, undoing, 
liberalization, adjustment, 
alteration, liberalisation, easiness; 
(adj) solutive, laxative 

lopped: (adj) docked, truncated, 
lopped off, cropped, mutilated 

loquacious: (adj) talkative, chatty, 
gabby, wordy, verbose, talky, glib, 
voluble, linguacious, expansive, 
gossipy. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
taciturn, reticent 

lovable: (adj) delightful, charming, 
likable, engaging, sweet, taking, 
adorable, friendly, kindly, 
delectable, lovely. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) horrible, unappealing, 
unlovable, detestable, despicable 

loveliness: (n) comeliness, fairness, 
grace, attractiveness, charm, 
glamour, pulchritude, 
beauteousness, good looks, 
cuteness, fineness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unattractiveness, unpleasantness, 
awkwardness 

lovingly: (adv) fondly, affectionately, 
tenderly, kindly, warmly, caringly, 
amorously, passionately, devotedly, 
romantically, dotingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) coldly, 
disgustedly, distastefully, 
disapprovingly 

lovingness: (n) tenderness, 
affectionateness, warmth, caring, 
warmheartedness, amorosity, love, 
emotionality, heat, emotionalism, 
amorousness 

lowliness: (n) humility, humbleness, 
meekness, weakness, lowlihood, 
resignation 

low-pitched: (adj) quiet, faint, gentle 
lull: (n, v) calm, quiet, hush, rest, 

pause; (adj, v) assuage, pacify, 
tranquilize; (v) allay, still; (n) peace. 
ANTONYMS: (v) waken; (n) 
activity, intensification 

lulling: (adj) drowsy, assuasive, 
dreamy, dull, lethargic, quietening, 
unalarming, dozy; (n) appeasement 

lumbering: (adj) heavy, clumsy, 
ungainly, ponderous, maladroit, 
gruelling, hulking, accented, all 
thumbs, unwieldy; (n) logging. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nimble, adroit, 
agile, graceful, elegant, dainty 

luncheon: (n) meal, tiffin, dejeuner, 
dinner, repast, party; (v) nunchion 

lurking: (n) ambush; (adj) snaky, 
backstair, backstairs, clandestine, 
concealed, dormant, latent, 
potential, skulking, sneaky 

luscious: (adj) juicy, appetizing, 
delicious, delectable, scrumptious, 

rich, dulcet, succulent, yummy, 
mellow, voluptuous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) tasteless, unappetizing 

lustily: (adv) stoutly, energetically, 
robustly, powerfully, vigorously, 
mightily, halely, strappingly, 
potently, sturdily, heartily 

lustre: (n) brilliance, gloss, brilliancy, 
grandeur, splendour, effulgence, 
splendor, shininess, shine, sheen, 
brightness 

luxuriant: (adj, n) lush; (adj) 
abundant, lavish, exuberant, dense, 
thick, fertile, flourishing, fecund, 
opulent, profuse. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) barren, meager, unhealthy, 
arid, withering, sparse, shabby, 
unadorned 

luxuriously: (adv) richly, 
sumptuously, extravagantly, 
opulently, magnificently, 
voluptuously, lushly, lavishly, 
palatially, sensually, gorgeously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) meagerly, 
cheaply, simply 

lyrical: (adj) musical, passionate, 
emotional, melodious, dithyrambic, 
poetic, melodic; (n) tuneful 

lyricism: (n) musicalness, musicality, 
songfulness, ebullience, enthusiasm, 
exuberance 

macedonia: (n) Macedon, former 
Yugoslav republic of Macedonia 

maddened: (adj) angry, furious, 
deranged, angered, enraged, 
moonstruck, fierce, upset, 
aggravated, ferocious; (v) frantic 

maggot: (n) larva, crotchet, conceit, 
freak, chimera, quirk, fad, capriccio; 
(adj, n) worm; (adj) mite, emmet 

magnanimous: (adj) generous, great, 
noble, bountiful, exalted, big, 
handsome, lofty, large, charitable, 
considerate. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
miserly, unforgiving, petty 

maiden: (n) maid, girl, demoiselle, 
damosel, wench, fille, lass, miss; 
(adj) first, initiatory, unmarried 

majestic: (adj) grand, awesome, 
stately, imperial, royal, exalted, 
glorious, kingly, August; (adj, v) 
imposing; (adj, adv) regal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pathetic, pitiful, 
modest, lowly, undignified 

makeshift: (adj, n, v) substitute; (adj, 
n) stopgap; (adj) temporary, interim, 
provisional, impermanent; (adj, adv) 
impromptu, off the cuff; (n) 
expedient, shift; (v) ersatz. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) permanent, 
complex, prepared 

malice: (n) spite, animosity, enmity, 

venom, ill will, hatred, malevolence, 
cruelty, envy, hate, spleen. 
ANTONYMS: (n) goodwill, 
benevolence, affection, goodness 

malt: (n) milkshake, grist, beer, 
malted milk, wort, alcohol, malt 
liquor, inebriant, alcoholic beverage, 
food grain 

mane: (n) encolure, head of hair, 
crest, wool, tresses; (adj) brush, 
beard, ringlet, whisker, tress, 
moustache 

manes: (n) shade 
manfully: (adv) gallantly, bravely, 

manlikely, virilely, mightily, 
masculinely, courageously, 
valiantly, doughtily, intrepidly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) unmanfully 

manifold: (adj) diverse, different, 
many, various, multiplex, 
multiplied, frequent; (v) duplicate, 
copy, multiply; (n) diversity 

manliness: (n) manfulness, manhood, 
masculinity, energy, maleness, 
courage, gallantry, valor, sex, 
comeliness, developed manhood. 
ANTONYM: (n) femininity 

manly: (adj) manlike, masculine, 
manful, virile, brave, gallant; (adv) 
manfully, boldly, hardily, virilely; 
(adj, adv) stately. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) weak, unmanly, cowardly; 
(adv) unmanfully 

manna: (n) honey, nutrient, sap, 
godsend, miraculous food, treacle, 
syrup, sugar, molasses, bonanza, 
boom 

mantelpiece: (n) chimneypiece, 
mantlepiece, shelf, chimneybreast, 
blanket, cape, sill, clavy, curtain, 
drape, drapery 

mantled: (adj) clothed, cloaked, 
covered, absorbed, clad, disguised, 
engrossed, intent, wrapped, 
enwrapped 

maple: (n) box elder, full moon 
maple, moosewood, hedge maple, 
great maple, dwarf maple, goosefoot 
maple, field maple 

mapping: (n) function, 
correspondence, chromosome 
mapping, procedure, process, 
cartography, balance, data mapping, 
ground mapping, 
commensurateness, agreement 

marigold: (adj) day lily, daffodil, 
buttercup, asphodel, anemone; (n) 
aster family, dandelion, compositae, 
big marigold, family Asteraceae, 
Asteraceae 

mariner: (n) sailor, gob, seafarer, tar, 
warrener, bosun, bargee, bargeman, 
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boatswain, lighterman, sea dog 
marketplace: (n) bazaar, market-

place, grocery, bazar, forum, agora, 
mart, grocery store, marketplaces, 
market place, marts 

marlowe: (n) Christopher Marlowe, 
Philip Marlowe 

marquee: (n) pavilion, canopy, tent, 
marquise, umbrella, parasol, 
marchioness, sunshade, collapsible 
shelter, cover, covering 

marred: (adj) damaged, defaced, 
dilapidated, crippled, deformed, 
faulty, flawed, hurt, impaired, 
imperfect, scarred. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) pure, unspoiled 

martyr: (n) sufferer, victim, prey, 
object of compassion, wretch, shorn 
lamb; (v) martyrize, excruciate, 
persecute, torture, afflict 

mastered: (adj) down pat, low, 
downhearted, perfecter, dispirited, 
depressed, declining, downcast, 
down in the mouth, cut down, 
beaten 

masterful: (adj) consummate, 
imperious, dictatorial, overbearing, 
masterly, Masterful beggar, skillful, 
proficient, adept, perfect, expert. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) incompetent, 
meek, inept 

master's: (n) postgraduate degree 
mastery: (n) dominance, dominion, 

command, domination, ascendancy, 
ascendency, control, authority, 
mastership, supremacy, ascendance 

matrimony: (n) wedding, union, 
marriage ceremony, nuptials, 
endogamy, bigamy, intermixture, 
alloyage, exogamy, intermarriage; 
(n, v) wedlock 

matron: (n) lady, head nurse, dame, 
housewife, dowager, woman, wife, 
Donna Belle, matriarch, married 
woman; (v) matronhood. 
ANTONYM: (n) patron 

matronly: (adj) grave, womanly, 
ladylike, wifely, sedate, matronlike, 
maidenly, anile, female 

mayhap: (adv) haply, may be, 
possibly, peradventure, perchance, 
perhaps, by chance 

meagre: (adj) exiguous, paltry, 
necessitous, miserable, marginal, 
meagerly, gaunt, emaciated, 
inadequate, deficient, beggarly. 
ANTONYM: (adj) ample 

meagrely: (adv) poorly, barrenly, 
leanly, sparingly, slenderly, meager, 
exiguously, exiguous, meagre 

meanly: (adv) poorly, nastily, 
averagely, humbly, ungenerously, 

tightly, rudely, stingily, 
parsimoniously, scurvily, 
mediocrely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
generously, sympathetically, 
compassionately, genially, 
respectfully, pleasantly, affluently 

meanness: (n) parsimony, closeness, 
pettiness, avarice, selfishness, 
baseness, stinginess, niggardliness, 
miserliness, nastiness; (adj, n) 
degeneracy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
generosity, extravagance, decency 

measles: (n) morbilli, rubeola, 
rubella, leprosy, contagion, 
contagious disease; (adj) polio, 
mumps 

mechanically: (adv) mechanistically, 
instinctively, routinely, 
involuntarily, industrially, 
unconsciously, automaticly, 
intuitively, impulsively, technically, 
technologically. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
manually, consciously 

meddle: (v) intervene, interfere, 
intrude, monkey, interpose, fiddle, 
pry, dabble, interlope; (n) 
interference; (adj) moil. ANTONYM: 
(v) disregard 

meddling: (adj) busy, inquisitive, 
curious, meddlesome, intrusive, 
officious, nosy, dabbling, 
impertinent, busybodied; (adj, n) 
prying 

meditate: (n, v) muse; (v) 
contemplate, consider, cogitate, 
reflect, speculate, wonder, ruminate, 
ponder, think, bethink 

meditating: (n) conception 
meditations: (n) contemplation, 

consideration, cogitation 
meditative: (adj, v) thoughtful, 

pensive; (adj) wistful, reflective, 
broody, museful, ruminative, 
musing, brooding; (v) philosophical, 
sedate 

meditatively: (adv) thoughtfully, 
reflectively, wistfully, musingly, 
contemplatively, ponderingly, 
ruminatively, broodingly, 
thinkingly, broodily, musefully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unthinkingly, 
rashly 

meek: (adj) lowly, docile, gentle, 
tame, low, submissive, compliant, 
mild, modest, quiet, kind. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) assertive, bossy, 
haughty, arrogant, overbearing, 
rebellious, disobedient, wild, harsh, 
brash 

meekly: (adv) humbly, submissively, 
tamely, compliantly, obediently, 
docilely, peacefully, lowly, 

modestly, placidly, kindly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) haughtily, 
harshly, wildly, arrogantly, 
assertively, brashly 

meekness: (n) humbleness, modesty, 
submission, obedience, compliance, 
gentleness, tameness, 
submissiveness, docility, lowliness, 
tractability. ANTONYMS: (n) 
arrogance, ferocity, wildness 

meerschaum: (n) mineral, pipe, sea 
foam, kiefekil 

megrims: (v) fuss, bustle, hubbub, 
racket, rout; (n) blues, depression, 
epilepsy, hypochondriasis; (adj) 
spleen, pessimism 

melancholy: (adj, v) dreary; (adj, n) 
gloom, melancholic; (adj) depressed, 
dejected, dismal, gloomy, doleful; 
(n, v) low spirits; (n) gloominess, 
depression. ANTONYMS: (n) 
happiness, cheerfulness, 
hopefulness, optimism; (adj) happy, 
bright, cheery, satisfied 

mellow: (adj, v) ripe, mollify, smooth, 
soften; (adj) gentle, luscious, mild, 
soft, juicy; (v) melt, ripen. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) harsh, frantic, 
fresh, bright, strict, young, frenetic 

mellowness: (n) maturity, fullness, 
timber, timbre, softness, quietness, 
smoothness, abundant wealth, 
fertility, equanimity, cornucopia. 
ANTONYMS: (n) harshness, panic 

melted: (adj) molten, fluid, liquified, 
dissolved, liquefied, baked, fluent, 
touched, limpid, sorry, flowing 

melting: (n) thawing, fusion, melt, 
dissolution, warming, thaw, 
liquefaction, fusion range; (adj) 
liquescent, pathetic; (adj, n) 
dissolving 

mend: (adj, v) improve; (v) correct, 
cure, heal, doctor, better, amend, 
restore, convalesce; (n, v) fix, patch. 
ANTONYMS: (v) worsen, tear, 
smash, decline, deteriorate; (n) 
fracture 

mending: (n) fix, repair, fixing, 
maintenance, restoration, 
reparation, improvement, darning, 
mend, amendment, correction 

mensuration: (n) measure, 
measuring, admeasurement, 
surveying, scaling, densitometry, 
calorimetry, bathymetry, 
audiometry, actinometry, 
gravimetry 

mercifully: (adv) mildly, 
sympathetically, indulgently, 
humanely, benignly, clemently, 
benevolently, softly, leniently, 
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kindly, benignantly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) spitefully, severely, 
unfortunately 

merged: (adj) integrated, 
amalgamated, unified, incorporate, 
united, fused, combined, 
interconnected, mixed, 
intermingled, complex 

merrily: (adv) gaily, cheerfully, 
blithely, cheerily, gladly, gleefully, 
mirthfully, brightly, jovially, 
joyfully, gayly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
sadly, anxiously, miserably, 
unhappily, carefully, despondently 

merriment: (n) fun, amusement, 
cheerfulness, hilarity, glee, jollity, 
frolic, gaiety, happiness, festivity; 
(adj, n) mirth. ANTONYMS: (n) 
misery, gloom, seriousness, 
despondency, boredom 

metamorphose: (v) alter, change, 
convert, transfigure, turn, 
transmute, transmogrify, translate, 
become, reverse, ring the changes 

metamorphosis: (n) alteration, 
change, conversion, transformation, 
metamorphism, translation, 
transmutation, transfiguration, 
revision, modification, 
transmogrification 

methodism: (n) Calvinism, Stundism, 
Quakerism, Jansenism, Erastianism, 
Arianism, Protestantism 

methodist: (adj, n) Wesleyan; (adj) 
pietist, precisian, puritan, religionist, 
sabbatarian; (n) Lutheran, devotee, 
Calvinist 

methodistical: (adj) Methodistic 
michaelmas: (n) Martinmas, 

Michaelmas Day 
midsummer: (n) summer, solstice, 

June solstice, June 
midway: (adj) middle, center, 

intermediate, central, median; (n) 
tract, middle of the road, 
intermediary, battle of midway; 
(adv) in the middle; (prep) between. 
ANTONYM: (adj) extreme 

migrate: (v) emigrate, transmigrate, 
move, commigrate, flit, move away, 
wander, travel, transport, roam, 
moving 

milch: (adj) milk 
mildness: (adj, n) gentleness, 

kindness, benignity, compassion, 
goodness; (n) lenity, mercy, 
meekness, leniency, lenience, 
tenderness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
roughness, pungency 

milestone: (n) landmark, event, 
marker, breakthrough, happening, 
age, juncture, occasion, incident; 

(adj) milliary 
milky: (adj) milk, cloudy, lacteal, 

white, muddy, pearly, milklike, 
opalescent, lacteous, tender, mild 

millennial: (adj) millennium, 
millennian 

mincing: (adj) mince, prim, 
mannered, twee, pretentious, 
foppish, affected, la-di-da, 
simpering, nice, sentimental 

minded: (prep) inclined; (adj, prep) 
disposed; (adj) willing, apt, ready, 
prone, orientated, favorable, 
oriented, prepared, partial 

minding: (adj) intent 
mingle: (v) compound, combine, 

merge, amalgamate, intermix, mix, 
commingle, associate, confuse, join, 
intermingle. ANTONYM: (v) part 

mingled: (adj) miscellaneous, 
complex, indiscriminate, 
heterogeneous, medley, confused, 
eclectic, motley, different; (v) 
blended, blent 

mingling: (adj) blending, merging, 
confluent, blended; (n) mixture, 
mixing, commixtion, interchange, 
exchange, commixture; (adv) 
minglingly 

ministering: (adj) assisting, helpful, 
latreutical, ministrative, ministrant 

minx: (n) flirt, hussy, vamp, 
jackanapes, malapert, mink, slut, 
jade, quean, woman, bitch 

misanthropy: (n) hatred, hate, 
incivism 

misbehave: (v) transgress, go wrong, 
go astray, do wrong, mismanage, 
disobey, trespass, sin, misdemean, 
act up; (adj) misdo 

miscellaneous: (adj) heterogeneous, 
mixed, different, general, sundry, 
indiscriminate, motley, varied, 
diverse, multifarious, versatile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) uniform, 
homogeneous, limited 

mischief: (adj, n) evil, hurt, harm; (n) 
damage, ill, detriment, 
disadvantage, devilry, caper, 
devilment, maleficence. 
ANTONYMS: (n) obedience, 
beneficence, help 

mischievous: (adj) bad, injurious, 
detrimental, naughty, deleterious, 
impish, harmful, playful, maleficent, 
arch; (adj, v) hurtful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) harmless, serious 

miserably: (adv) pathetically, 
patheticly, pitiably, unhappily, 
sorrowfully, pessimistically, 
tragically; (adj, adv) piteously, 
grievously, woefully; (adj) 

miserable. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
happily, hopefully, brightly, 
affluently, enthusiastically, 
fortunately, profusely, contentedly 

misfortune: (n) accident, hardship, 
misadventure, disaster, calamity, 
mischance, catastrophe, mishap, bad 
luck, misery, affliction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) joy, bonus, 
opportunity, privilege, success, 
happiness 

misgivings: (n) anxiety, doubt, 
misgiving, apprehension, fear, 
suspicion, doubts, concern, 
consternation, disbelief, foreboding. 
ANTONYM: (n) equanimity 

misjudge: (v) err, misunderstand, 
underrate, miscalculate, 
misconstrue, misthink, 
underestimate, misread, 
misinterpret, undervalue, 
misapprehend. ANTONYMS: (v) 
underestimate, appreciate, interpret, 
overestimate, understand 

mislead: (v) betray, deceive, cheat, 
beguile, misinform, fool, con, lie, 
lead astray, hoodwink, trick 

mismanagement: (n) 
maladministration, error, 
malpractice, miscarriage, 
management, misbehavior, 
delinquency, abuse, misdemeanor, 
misgovernment, bad behavior 

missis: (n) wife, missus, lady, 
mistress, matron, married woman 

misunderstand: (v) misinterpret, 
misconstrue, mistake, misread, 
misjudge, miscomprehend, 
miscalculate, confuse, misapply; (n, 
v) misconceive; (n) 
misunderstanding. ANTONYMS: 
(v) grasp, appreciate, interpret 

misused: (adj) tainted, perverted, 
lost, changed, misrepresented. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unchanged, 
used 

moan: (n, v) grumble, gripe, whine, 
lament, cry, howl; (v) bewail, 
complain, mourn; (n) complaint, 
lamentation. ANTONYMS: (v) 
compliment; (n) praise 

moaning: (n, v) lamentation; (adj) 
groaning, whining, funereal, 
inarticulate, dirgeful; (n) 
complaining, mourning 

moans: (adj) moaning 
mocking: (adj) derisive, ironic, 

jeering, mock, quizzical, sarcastic, 
taunting, derisory, teasing, sardonic, 
sneering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
respectful, approving, 
complimentary, sympathetic; (n) 
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praise 
moderately: (adv) abstemiously, 

quietly, modestly, pretty, 
temperately, soberly, slightly, 
calmly, mildly, reasonably, 
restrainedly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
very, unreasonably, massively, 
immoderately, absolutely, 
excessively, completely, hugely, 
severely, wholly 

modesty: (n) reserve, bashfulness, 
humility, diffidence, humbleness, 
demureness, coyness, gentleness, 
continence; (adj, n) decency, 
honesty. ANTONYMS: (n) 
arrogance, immodesty, spectacle, 
flamboyance, abandon, 
bigheadedness, pretension, 
decadence, boldness 

modulation: (n) accent, inflection, 
transition, passage, change, 
variation, am, regulation, 
conditioning, suspension, 
transmission 

mollify: (adj, v) allay, assuage, calm, 
soften, mitigate, soothe; (v) alleviate, 
appease, conciliate, abate, moderate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) provoke, enrage 

momentary: (adj) brief, fugitive, 
transient, short, instantaneous, 
ephemeral, passing, momentaneous, 
temporary, impermanent, temporal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) lasting, lengthy, 
long 

momentous: (adj, v) grave, 
memorable; (adj) significant, 
weighty, material, big, 
consequential, serious, critical, 
crucial, great. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trivial, unimportant, 
inconsequential, frivolous, minor 

monotonous: (adj) dull, flat, boring, 
dreary, tedious, insipid, monotone, 
monotonic; (adj, v) dry, 
uninteresting, stupid. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) exciting, varied, stimulating, 
lively, exotic, enthralling, brilliant, 
flexible 

moonlit: (adj) moony, dreamy, 
bright. ANTONYM: (adj) moonless 

moored: (v) on a rock, rock solid, 
tethered; (adj) stationary 

moorings: (n) guy, halser, hawser, 
jetty, line, mooring, wire, painter, 
assistance, rope, ribbon 

morals: (n) ethics, moral, light, 
hedonism, ethical motive, 
conscience, motivation, motive, 
need, behavior, moral philosophy 

morn: (n) dawn, daybreak, forenoon, 
period, prime, aurora, a, amount of 
time, break of dawn, break of day, 

break of the day 
morning-star: (n) sprinkler 
morrow: (n) morning, future, mean 

solar day, day 
morsel: (n, v) bite, mouthful; (n) 

crumb, chew, particle, fragment, 
taste, piece, nibble; (adj, v) gobbet, 
mite 

mortified: (adj) humiliated, 
embarrassed, abashed, gangrenous, 
sheepish, chagrined, feeling shame, 
feeling guilty, guilty, hangdog, 
humbled. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unabashed 

mossy: (adj) floral, mosslike, moldy, 
hoary, musty, covered, musciform, 
stodgy, hoar, chromatic, canescent 

motherless: (adj) unparented, 
parentless, udderless 

motherly: (adj) tender, fatherly, 
warm, sisterly, loving, affectionate; 
(adv) maternally; (v) ardent, fond, 
devoted, erotic. ANTONYM: (adj) 
paternal 

motionless: (adj) inactive, inert, 
immobile, stationary, fixed, 
unmoving, quiescent, dead, torpid; 
(adj, adv) calm, at rest. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mobile, active, 
alive, flowing 

motiveless: (adj) groundless, 
baseless, unfounded, senseless, easy, 
gratuitous, light, purposeless, 
unprovoked, loose. ANTONYM: 
(adj) provoked 

mottled: (adj) motley, speckled, 
multicolored, spotted, variegated, 
piebald, marbled, mixed, pinto, 
blotchy, flecked. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
monochrome, unblemished, limited 

motto: (n) catchword, adage, 
epigraph, maxim, slogan, device, 
proverb, saw, saying, shibboleth, 
aphorism 

mounts: (adj) mounted 
mourn: (v) bewail, grieve, deplore, 

cry, bemoan, regret, distress, sad, 
wail, mourning, weep. 
ANTONYMS: (v) rejoice, celebrate, 
applaud 

mournful: (adj) sad, miserable, 
melancholy, funereal, dolorous, 
dark, pensive, gloomy, lugubrious, 
lamentable; (adj, n) plaintive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) joyful, happy, 
emotionless 

mournfully: (adv) sadly, sorrowfully, 
glumly, woefully, unhappily, 
plaintively, grievously, funereally, 
dejectedly, dolorously, poignantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
joyfully 

mourning: (n) lament, lamentation, 
bereavement, gloom, woe, 
memorial, sorrowfulness, sadness, 
sorrow; (adj) grieving; (v) lamenting 

mouthful: (n) gulp, morsel, swallow, 
gobbet, nip, bit, sip, piece, drink; 
(adj, n) handful; (adj) thimbleful 

movable: (adj) portable, transferable, 
mercurial, adjustable, ambulatory, 
changeable, transportable, 
moveable, flexible, active; (v) 
shifting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
immovable, unchangeable 

muffled: (adj) hushed, muted, 
hollow, inarticulate, faint, soft, 
subdued, low, quiet; (v) allusive, 
covert. ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, 
distinct, audible, slight 

murmur: (n, v) grumble, mumble, 
hum, whisper, mutter, whine, 
babble, drone; (v) complain, bubble, 
breathe 

murrain: (n) pestilence, animal 
disease, epizootic 

musingly: (adv) thoughtfully, 
ponderingly, meditatively, 
contemplatively, reflectively, 
ruminatively, broodingly, deep in 
thought. ANTONYM: (adv) 
unthinkingly 

muster: (v) assemble, gather, 
congregate, collect, convene, rally, 
marshal, accumulate; (n) levy, 
gathering; (n, v) draft. ANTONYM: 
(v) demobilize 

mute: (adj) dumb, silent, inarticulate, 
dummy, tongueless; (v) muffle, 
dampen, deaden, hush; (adj, v) 
quiet, dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
talkative, speaking, spoken; (v) 
amplify 

mutilation: (n) damage, 
dismemberment, wound, 
disfigurement, gash, blow, buffet, 
bruise, distortion, impairment, 
mayhem. ANTONYM: (n) 
enhancement 

mutinous: (adj) defiant, insurgent, 
lawless, unruly, rebellious, 
contumacious, factious, disobedient, 
riotous, rebel, radical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) loyal, obedient 

muzzle: (n) mouth, gunpoint, nose, 
lip, gullet, nozzle, bit; (v) muffle, 
silence, hush, curb 

mythical: (adj) fabulous, fanciful, 
unreal, mythological, imaginary, 
fictitious, fabled, legendary, untrue, 
fictional, magical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) true, historical, truthful, 
factual, real 

nagging: (adj) critical, troublesome, 
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niggling, captious, vexatious, 
bothersome, demanding, moaning, 
uneasy; (n) torment 

nailed: (adj) fixed, tight, stationary, 
stable, secure, decided, firm, 
immobile 

naively: (adv) ingenuously, 
credulously, unsophisticatedly, 
artlessly, inexperiencedly, simplely, 
candidly, frankly, trustingly, 
childishly, unaffectedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) deliberately, 
astutely, sensibly, dishonestly, 
artfully 

namesake: (n) somebody, someone, 
soul, human, mortal, individual, 
cognominal 

nape: (n) nucha, scruff, occiput, rear, 
back end, backside, chine 

narcotic: (adj, n) soporific, opiate, 
hypnotic; (adj) anodyne; (n) drug, 
anaesthetic, opium, stupefacient, 
sedative, methadone, meperidine 

narrating: (v) narrate 
narrowest: (n) minimum 
narrowing: (n) contraction, 

tightening, coarctation, stricture, 
angustation; (adj) dwindling, 
tapering, constrictive, constricting, 
binding; (adj, n) tapering off. 
ANTONYM: (n) expansion 

narrowness: (n) thinness, width, 
intolerance, illiberality, tightness, 
smallness, pettiness, sheerness, 
slimness, meanness, skinniness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) wideness, 
stoutness, thickness, width, 
coarseness, inaccuracy 

nattering: (n) chatter, chitchat, 
prattle, blather 

nearness: (n) closeness, contiguity, 
vicinity, familiarity, adjacency, 
proximity, propinquity, presence, 
immediacy, neighborhood, nearby. 
ANTONYMS: (n) distance, farness, 
remoteness 

necessaries: (n) necessary, 
necessaries of life, necessity, must 

neckerchief: (n) kerchief, neckcloth, 
scarf, shawl 

necklace: (n) collar, chain, chaplet, 
bracelet, necklet, string, corona, 
neckband, jewelry, coronet, crown 

nectar: (n) delicacy, secretion, juice, 
beebread, fruit crush, fruit juice, 
goody, kickshaw, liquid, bitterweed 

needful: (adj) necessary, essential, 
indispensable, required, needed, 
mandatory, exigent, needy; (adj, v) 
requisite; (n) necessity, almighty 
dollar 

needlework: (n) stitchery, sewing, 

needlecraft, stitching, knitwork, 
crochet, crocheting, knit, knitting, 
fancywork, creation 

needy: (adj) indigent, poor, 
impoverished, necessitous, 
underprivileged, penniless, 
impecunious, deficient, miserable, 
deprived, poverty-stricken. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rich, affluent, 
independent, solvent, privileged, 
satisfied 

ne'er: (adv) never, certainly not 
neglecting: (n) neglect, disregard 
negligent: (adj) neglectful, heedless, 

forgetful, reckless, inattentive, 
inadvertent, indifferent, slow, lax, 
untidy; (adj, v) remiss. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strict, diligent, 
conscientious, careful, dutiful, 
prompt, prudent, responsible, 
sensible, cautious 

neighbourhoods: (n) neighbourhood 
neighbourly: (adj) amicable, friendly, 

gracious, obliging, attentive, benign, 
courteous, complaisant, helpful; 
(adv) neighboringly 

nemesis: (n) avenger, jinx, enemy, 
ruin, curse, bane, retribution, poetic 
justice, rival, execration, undoing. 
ANTONYMS: (n) making, ally 

nestle: (n, v) cuddle; (v) huddle, 
nuzzle, nest, draw close, ensconce; 
(adj) inhabit, live, abide, dwell, 
house 

nestled: (adj) closer, close 
nestling: (n) chick, bairn, toddler, 

baby bird, bambino, changeling, fry, 
kiddy, nesting, pullet, tadpole 

nether: (adj) lower, inferior, down, 
low, chthonic, chthonian, infernal, 
subjacent, less, lesser; (adj, adv) 
under 

neutralised: (adj) neutral 
newest: (adj) last, up-to-the-minute, 

up-to-date, novel, fresh, hot, lowest, 
concluding, fashionable, stylish, 
final 

new-fashioned: (adj) newfangled, 
modern, novel 

nibbling: (n) rate cutting, feeding, 
eating 

nicety: (n) detail, exactness, 
fastidiousness, nuance, refinement, 
exactitude, justness, precision, 
correctness, daintiness, elegance 

niggardly: (adj) mean, stingy, 
closefisted, parsimonious, grudging, 
close, near, skimpy, miserable, 
penurious; (adj, v) avaricious. 
ANTONYM: (adj) graceful 

nigh: (adj, adv, prep) near; (adj, adv) 
close, nearly, almost, nearby, most, 

all but, about, adjacent; (prep) by; 
(adj) approximate 

nightfall: (n) dusk, evening, twilight, 
sunset, gloaming, evenfall, dark, 
eventide, sundown, darkness, fall. 
ANTONYMS: (n) daybreak, sunrise 

nightshade: (n) hemlock, hellebore, 
kangaroo apple, horse nettle, 
henbane, deadly nightshade, 
belladonna, climbing nightshade, 
morel, common nightshade, aconite 

nimble: (adj) lively, adroit, agile, 
brisk, spry, alert, expeditious, 
energetic, clever, lithe; (adj, v) light. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clumsy, heavy, 
stiff, slow, awkward, sluggish, unfit 

noddle: (n) head, nob, brainpan, pate, 
cranium, brain, upper story, scull, 
nous, pericranium, psyche 

noiseless: (adj) quiet, silent, 
soundless, hushed, voiceless, mute, 
stealthy, dumb, soft, calm, tranquil. 
ANTONYM: (adj) heavy 

noiselessly: (adv) silently, 
soundlessly, stilly, softly, mutely, 
delicately, wordlessly, gently, 
speechlessly; (adj, adv) stealthily; 
(adj) noiseless. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
heavily, audibly 

non-productive: (adj) nonproductive 
nook: (n) angle, niche, recess, hole, 

coign, bay, compartment, oriel, cove, 
refuge, haven 

noonday: (n) noontide, noon, high 
noon, hour, twelve noon, afternoon; 
(v) tide; (adj) meridional 

northwards: (adv) northward, 
northerly, north, in the north, to the 
north 

northwestern: (adj) northwesterly, 
western, westerner, north 

nosegay: (n) posy, flower, garland, 
festoon, corsage, chaplet, tassel, 
bunch, flower arrangement, aroma, 
fragrance 

nostril: (n) flue, chimney, funnel, 
weasand, nozzle, port, throat, 
trachea, naris, anterior naris, nare 

nostrils: (n) naris, nose 
noticing: (n) observation, look; (adj) 

conscious 
nourish: (v) foster, keep, bring up, 

nurture, sustain, aliment, cherish, 
feed, maintain, cultivate; (n, v) 
cradle. ANTONYMS: (v) starve, sap 

nourishment: (n) food, alimentation, 
meal, meat, diet, feeding, nutrition, 
repast, sustenance, edible, fuel 

novelties: (n) odds and ends 
noway: (adv) nohow 
nullify: (adj, v) annul, abolish, 

abrogate, annihilate, void, destroy; 
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(v) neutralize, negate, countermand, 
invalidate, abate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
validate, confirm, ratify 

nurture: (v) foster, cherish, bring up, 
grow, nourish, care, maintain, 
educate, nurse; (n) education, 
breeding. ANTONYMS: (n, v) 
neglect 

nutshell: (n) summary; (v) 
summarize, sum up, abridge, digest, 
simplify, shorten, reduce, distill, 
concentrate, abbreviate 

oaken: (adj) woody 
oaks: (n) beech family, Castanopsis, 

Nothofagus, Lithocarpus, genus 
Quercus, Genera Castanea, family 
Fagaceae, Fagus, Fagaceae, 
chestnuts 

obeying: (adv) under 
objecting: (adj) disappointed, 

disinclined, opposed 
objectless: (adj) purposeless, endless, 

endless bliss, endless clamor, 
endless praise, endless time, 
excessive, fruitless, interminable, 
random, infinite 

objurgatory: (v) denunciatory, 
reproachful, disparaging, abusive, 
damnatory; (adj) vituperative, 
clamorous 

oblong: (adj) oval, elliptical, 
rectangular, rounded; (v) 
longitudinal; (n) block, quadrangle 

obloquy: (n) libel, censure, aspersion, 
blame, defamation, disgrace, 
infamy, disparagement, shame, 
vilification; (adj, n) odium 

observant: (adj) mindful, watchful, 
alert, cautious, circumspect, careful, 
aware, heedful, vigilant, awake, 
keen. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unobservant, dreaming, insensitive, 
unprepared, oblivious 

obsolete: (adj) dead, archaic, ancient, 
antique, outdated, extinct, old-
fashioned, disused, outmoded, 
dated, old. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
current, contemporary, modern, 
trendy, new 

obstinacy: (n) stubbornness, 
firmness, bullheadedness, 
determination, contumacy, 
mulishness, impenitence, resolve, 
resoluteness, impenitency, 
pertinacity. ANTONYMS: (n) 
cooperation, compliance 

obstinate: (adj) obdurate, inflexible, 
intractable, determined, inveterate, 
disobedient, willful, stubborn, 
contrary, wayward, dogged. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) flexible, 
amenable, irresolute, cooperative, 

easygoing, docile, biddable, 
agreeable, accommodating, 
malleable, gentle 

obstinately: (adv) obdurately, 
mulishly, persistently, perversely, 
doggedly, refractorily, unyieldingly, 
willfully, pigheadedly, waywardly, 
firmly. ANTONYM: (adv) helpfully 

obstruct: (adj, n, v) hinder; (n, v) bar, 
barricade; (adj, v) check; (v) block, 
delay, clog, choke, impede, 
encumber, hamper. ANTONYMS: 
(v) facilitate, encourage, free, help, 
clear, open, promote, assist 

occiput: (n) os 
odious: (adj, v) hateful, obnoxious; 

(adj) detestable, hideous, nasty, 
execrable, disgusting, abhorrent, 
abominable, heinous, forbidding. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pleasant, 
delightful, agreeable, lovable, nice 

o'er: (adv) on, upon, across 
offal: (n) litter, waste, junk, leavings, 

trash, refuse, rubbish, dross, residue, 
organs, debris 

offended: (adj) angry, affronted, 
aggrieved, pained, wronged, 
annoyed, insulted, shocked, vexed, 
resentful, injured. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) indifferent, proud, 
unconcerned 

offending: (adj) opprobrious, 
criminal, aberrant, guilty, 
delinquent, antisocial, scurrilous, 
errant 

officiously: (adv) meddlesomely, 
overbearingly, busily, impertinently, 
meddlingly, bossily, intrusively, 
obtrusively, imperiously, rudely, 
dictatorially 

old-maidish: (adj) fussy, prim, prissy, 
prudish 

olympian: (adj) Olympic, 
exceptional, exceeding, imperial, 
lofty, proud, regal, gallant, 
prodigious, surpassing; (n) Olympic 
God 

omen: (n, v) harbinger, bode, herald, 
augury; (n) indication, portent, 
forerunner, foreboding, sign, mark, 
auspice 

ominously: (adv) inauspiciously, 
portentously, forbiddingly, 
balefully, threateningly, menacingly, 
blackly, direly; (adj, adv) gloomily, 
fatefully, unpromisingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) favorably, 
innocently 

omit: (adv, v) neglect, disregard; (adj, 
v) miss, skip, jump, pretermit; (v) 
delete, forget, exclude, except, leave. 
ANTONYMS: (v) add, remember 

oncoming: (adj) approaching, 
impending, imminent, nearing, 
upcoming, moving; (n) onset, attack 

onward: (adv) ahead, forwards, 
before, forth, onwards, along, in 
advance, frontward, forrader; (adv, 
prep) on; (adj) progressive. 
ANTONYM: (adv) backward 

oppressed: (adj) laden, persecuted, 
broken, burdened, drawn, gloomy, 
aggrieved, downcast, heavy, 
ladened, loaded 

oriel: (n) recess, corner, cove, crypt, 
niche, nook, bay, Oriol, pigeonhole, 
stall, coign 

originality: (n) novelty, imagination, 
ingenuity, initiative, freshness, 
newness, invention, creativity, 
heterodoxy, innovation; (adj, n) 
individuality. ANTONYMS: (n) 
normality, unoriginality 

ornament: (n) decoration, adornment, 
embellishment, decor; (v) beautify, 
decorate, deck, embellish, adorn; (n, 
v) garnish, dress. ANTONYM: (v) 
strip 

ornamental: (adj) fancy, florid, 
cosmetic, extravagant, elaborate, 
showy, enhancing, delicate, 
beautifying; (n) decoration, 
adornment. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
plain, unadorned 

ornamented: (adj) embellished, 
beautified, fancy, flowery, ornate, 
adorned, bedecked, decked, 
festooned, feathered, florid 

ornaments: (n) stuff, trim, 
ornamentation, equipments, dress, 
disposition, custom, curios, 
condition, clothing, gaudery 

orphan: (n) waif, caterpillar, nymph, 
nympha, cocoon, Aurelia, tyke, 
staddle, youngster, shaver; (adj) 
orphaned 

orthography: (n) spelling, 
ideography, boustrophedon, 
cuneiform, hieroglyph, 
hieroglyphic, writing, writing 
system, syllabic, syllabary, scriptural 

ostler: (n) groom, stableboy, 
stableman, hostleress, jockey, tiger, 
swineherd, herdsman, hired hand, 
hired man, gillie 

ottoman: (n) hassock, footstool, 
footrest, fauteuil, Osmanli, settle, 
Turk, Ottomite, woolsack, fag, pouf 

ounce: (n) crumb, modicum, atom, 
morsel, bit, Oz, apothecaries' ounce, 
shred, little, a few; (adj, n) grain 

outgrowth: (n) excrescence, offshoot, 
growth, branch, process, offset, 
consequence, issue, appendix, 
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result, outcome 
outlying: (adj) faraway, remote, far, 

outer, isolated, outdoor, outward, 
exterior, peripheral, outstanding, 
secluded. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
central, metropolitan, nearby, 
neighboring 

outskirt: (n) outpost, edge, margin, 
suburb, border, periphery, city 
district, outer boundary 

outspoken: (adj) direct, open, frank, 
candid, ingenuous, forthright, blunt, 
explicit, round, sincere, 
straightforward. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
devious, guarded, quiet, reticent, 
evasive, reserved, tactful 

oval: (adj) elliptical, elliptic, ovate, 
oviform, ovoid, oblong, egg-shaped, 
rounded, prolate, round; (n) ovule 

overanxious: (adj) fearful, fixated, 
irrational, obsessed, phobic, tense, 
anxious. ANTONYM: (adj) rational 

overbold: (adj) impertinent, fresh, 
forward, brazen, bracing, 
venturesome, smart, shameless, 
saucy, sassy, overhardy 

overbusy: (adj) officious, 
polypragmatical 

overdone: (adj) exaggerated, 
overstated, overcooked, excessive, 
immoderate, extravagant, fulsome, 
overdo, undue, overwrought, 
profuse. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
restrained, tender 

overestimated: (adj) inflated, 
exaggerated, overvalued 

overflowing: (adj) full, copious, 
exuberant, flooding, bountiful, 
generous, brimming, profuse; (n, v) 
flood, inundation, deluge. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sparse, scarce 

overhasty: (adj) precipitate, hurried, 
headlong, imprudent, ill-advised, 
excessively quick, premature, 
precipitant, rash. ANTONYM: (adj) 
cautious 

overindulgence: (n) excess, 
intemperance, indulgence, self-
indulgence, indulging, nimiety, 
orgy, overeating, surfeit, 
overabundance, humoring 

overlook: (v) disregard, excuse, omit, 
ignore, forget, fail, command, 
dominate, oversee, control, miss. 
ANTONYMS: (v) remember, notice, 
spot, acknowledge, see, accept, 
punish 

overmastering: (adj) deeply felt, 
deep, lowly, profound 

overmuch: (n) excess, surfeit, 
overabundance; (adj) inordinate, 
exorbitant, superabundant, undue; 

(adv) overly, too, unduly, too much 
overpowered: (adj) beaten, 

conquered, inundated, engulfed, 
flooded, routed, vanquished, 
subdued, subjugated, overflowing, 
mild 

overpowering: (adj) overwhelming, 
oppressive, resistless, compelling, 
intense, heavy, strong, onerous, 
devastating, uncontrollable, 
depressing. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
light, subtle, imperceptible, 
insignificant, shallow, weak, faint, 
bland 

overreach: (v) outwit, cheat, overdo, 
outsmart, beat, do, beguile, fool, 
dupe, overpass, mislead 

overrun: (n, v) overflow; (v) invade, 
flood, occupy, infest, deluge, 
inundate, overwhelm, devastate, 
brim over; (n) excess. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) clear, tidy; (v) make 

overseer: (n) superintendent, 
foreman, manager, inspector, 
supervisor, warden, controller, 
director, examiner, administrator, 
custodian. ANTONYM: (n) 
underling 

overspread: (v) cover, spread, 
disseminate, distribute, scatter, 
diffuse, disperse, broadcast, overlay, 
mantle, clothe 

overtake: (v) catch, attain, catch up 
with, exceed, overpower, overcome, 
go by, gain, devastate, outstrip, beat 

overtaking: (n) passing, overtake, 
pass, going, expiration, loss, 
departure, exit 

overthrown: (adj) overcome, 
conquered, battered, overpowered, 
dejected, cast down, dissolute, 
doomed, flooded, discomfit, mat 

overtook: (v) overtake 
overture: (n, v) offer, advance; (n) 

prelude, approach, introduction, 
preface, opening, presentation, 
feeler, bid, motion. ANTONYMS: 
(n) finale, conclusion, postscript 

overwork: (v) exhaust, tax, strain, 
overtax, exploit, overlabor, drive, 
wear, abuse; (adj) overtask; (n) 
overworking 

overworked: (adj) hackneyed, tired, 
weary, banal, clichd, elaborate, old, 
worn, unoriginal, trite, timeworn 

owing: (adj) due, unpaid, unsettled, 
outstanding, overdue, owed, 
payable, undischarged, indebted, 
fulfilling obligation, lawful. 
ANTONYM: (adj) settled 

oxen: (n) bull, ox, cows, cow, cattle, 
Bos Taurus, bullock, kine, milker, 

beef, dairy cow 
pacified: (adj) appeased 
pacify: (adj, n, v) calm, allay, 

compose, appease; (adj, v) mollify, 
lull, soothe; (n, v) ease; (v) conciliate, 
placate, moderate. ANTONYMS: (v) 
annoy, enrage, excite, infuriate, 
aggravate, displease, inflame, 
provoke 

pagan: (adj, n) gentile, ethnic, 
agnostic; (n) idolater, infidel, 
paynim, heretic; (adj) heathenish, 
irreligious, ethnical, profane 

pail: (n) bucketful, jug, tub, pailful, 
cannikin, pails, skeel, tankard, pot, 
pipkin, vessel 

pailful: (n) bucket, bucketful, 
containerful 

pained: (adj) offended, aggrieved, 
distressed, displeased, sore, grieved, 
miserable, injured, wounded, 
worried, upset. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unaffected 

painstaking: (adj) diligent, 
assiduous, conscientious, careful, 
laborious, exact, scrupulous, 
meticulous, thorough, particular, 
studious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
careless, neglectful, rushed, sloppy, 
easy, lazy, rash, rough, slapdash, 
untidy 

paired: (adj) opposite, mated, dual, 
twin, matching, complementary, 
coupled, balancing, completely 
opposed, mated sexually, gemel. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) alternate, single 

palate: (n) gusto, savour, flavour, 
gustation, liking, tooth, taste, relish, 
roof of the mouth, smack, fancy 

palaver: (v) chatter, babble, coax, 
gabble, clack; (n, v) talk; (n) gab, 
negotiation, cajolery, flattery; (adj, v) 
prate 

paleness: (adj, n) pallor; (n) 
pallidness, wanness, whiteness, 
achromasia, blondness, lividity, 
luridness, lividness, fairness, pale. 
ANTONYM: (n) strength 

palings: (n) inclosure, fencing, 
enclosure 

pallet: (n) bed, stillage, berth, range, 
tester, stretcher, shakedown, scope, 
reach, bunk, paillasse 

pallid: (adj) ghastly, wan, bloodless, 
lurid, cadaverous, sickly, ashen, 
white, pasty, livid, watery. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, rosy, 
vivid 

palpable: (adj) tangible, obvious, 
evident, apparent, clear, 
transparent, indubitable, noticeable, 
lucid, patent, perceptible. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) imaginary, 
intangible, impalpable, doubtful, 
furtive, imperceptible, insignificant, 
obscure, unclear 

palsied: (adj) paralyzed, disabled, 
motionless, unsteady, weak, 
comatose, unconscious; (v) paralyse, 
paralyze, withered 

pamphlet: (n) book, leaflet, booklet, 
flyer, magazine, treatise, tract, 
writing, literature, folder, lampoon 

panegyric: (n, v) encomium, praise, 
commendation, applause; (adj, n) 
encomiastic; (v) laud, laudation; 
(adj) panegyrical; (n) kudos, paean, 
eloge 

panelling: (n) paneling, lining, panel, 
dado, pane of glass, wainscot, 
wainscoting, fairing 

panes: (n) Fauni 
pang: (n) pain, torture, ache, agony, 

twinge, affliction, sting, stab, 
distress, ailment, cramp 

panorama: (n) view, aspect, prospect, 
landscape, scene, vista, countryside, 
background, exposure, perspective, 
sight 

pant: (n, v) heave, wheeze; (v) puff, 
blow, huff, long, desire, sigh; (n) 
trouser, tingle, thrill 

pantaloons: (n) pants, small clothes, 
smalls, pantaloon, trousers, 
inexpressibles, overalls 

panthers: (n) order Carnivora, lions, 
dogs, Carnivora, bears, jackals 

panting: (adj) gasping, breathless, 
blown, winded, puffed; (v) 
palpitation; (n) heaving, gasp, 
asthma, heave, puff 

pantry: (n) buttery, store, basement, 
kitchen, stowage, scullery, store 
cupboard, covey, storeroom, 
stomach, stillroom 

paralytic: (adj) paralytical, paralyzed, 
torpid, comatose; (n) paretic, 
handicapped person, invalid; (v) 
withered 

parapet: (n) bulwark, breastwork, 
fortification, railing, bastion, 
battlement, wall, banister, handrail, 
earthwork; (v) sunk fence 

parcels: (n) post, correspondence, 
baggage, appurtenances, letters 

parched: (adj, n) thirsty; (adj) arid, 
adust, torrid, barren, desiccated, 
dehydrated, scorched, baked, 
withered, shriveled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) quenched, humid 

parchment: (n) vellum, sheepskin, 
lambskin, diploma, testament, will; 
(v) foolscap, tablet, table, slate, pillar 

pardonable: (adj, v) defensible; (adj) 

forgivable, justifiable, venial, 
remissible, allowed, not heinous, 
understandable, veniable, 
explicable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unpardonable 

pardoning: (adj) forgiving, lenient, 
easy; (adv) forgivingly; (v) forgive. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unforgiving 

parenthesis: (n) brackets, bracket, 
digression, interlude, episode, 
anastrophe, metastasis, hyperbaton, 
hypallage, excursus, anastrophy 

parenthetic: (adj) parenthetical, 
incident, incidental 

parishioner: (n) layman, parishen, 
catechumen, churchgoer, church 
member 

parishioners: (n) people attending 
worship, worshippers 

parson: (n) cleric, clergyman, rector, 
pastor, curate, preacher, ecclesiastic, 
divine, priest, vicar, father 

parsonage: (n) vicarage, rectory, 
residence, habitation, glebe house, 
glebe, dwelling house, dwelling, 
domicile, deanery, church house 

partiality: (n) favor, fondness, 
leaning, fancy, favour, predilection, 
liking, prejudice, favoritism, bias, 
affection. ANTONYMS: (n) 
impartiality, fairness, indifference, 
horror, antipathy 

parting: (n) adieu, division, leave, 
departure, disunion, goodbye, 
leaving, segregation, dying, rupture; 
(adj) valedictory. ANTONYMS: (n) 
joining, meeting, connection, 
Reunion 

partisanship: (n) partiality, bias, 
prejudice, clannishness, 
anthropocentrism, 
anthropocentricity, esprit de corps, 
clanship, ethnocentrism, localism; 
(adj, n) party spirit. ANTONYM: (n) 
disloyalty 

partition: (n) wall, bulkhead, divider, 
distribution, separation, screen; (n, 
v) part, split; (v) divide, apportion, 
deal. ANTONYMS: (v) join, reveal; 
(n) union 

partridge: (n) grouse, bobwhite, 
bobwhite quail, wildfowl, 
phasianid, quail, game bird, 
tinamou, ruffed grouse 

passionately: (adv) fervently, 
vehemently, violently, fiercely, 
eagerly, zealously, fervidly, fierily, 
enthusiastically, heatedly, stormily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) mildly, 
apathetically, calmly, halfheartedly, 
impassively, jokingly, gently 

passionless: (adj) frigid, indifferent, 

emotionless, soulless, spiritless, 
dispassionate, impassive, 
apathetical, unimpassioned, calm, 
unemotional 

passively: (adv) inactively, inertly, 
quiescently, unresistingly, patiently, 
acquiescently, compliantly, meekly, 
tamely, dormantly, dutifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) vigorously, 
actively, assertively, defiantly 

passivity: (n) passiveness, apathy, 
indifference, inactivity, torpor, 
torpidity, compliance, listlessness, 
patience, obedience, tameness 

patched: (adj) mean, besmirched, old, 
damaged, ragged, flyblown 

paternal: (adj) parental, agnate, 
maternal, agnatic, concerned, 
solicitous, patrimonial, ancestral, 
fatherlike, racial, fraternal. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) filial, motherly 

pathos: (v) emotion, inspiration, 
impression, affection; (n) poignancy, 
pity, ruth, commiseration, grief, 
poignance, sympathy 

patriarch: (n) forefather, 
paterfamilias, father, head, chief, old 
man, antediluvian, head of 
household, elder, founder, senior. 
ANTONYM: (n) matriarch 

patriarchal: (adj) family, ancestral, 
linear, old, preadamite, patriarchic; 
(adv) fatherly 

patronising: (adj) patronizing, 
condescending, arch, superior 

patronize: (v) frequent, support, 
sponsor, patronage, favor, patronise, 
condescend, defend, promote, back, 
help. ANTONYMS: (v) respect, 
boycott 

patronizing: (adj) condescending, 
haughty, patronising, superior, 
arrogant, snobbish, arch, 
supercilious; (v) patronize; (n) 
patronage; (adv) patronizingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) humble, 
deferential, modest 

pauper: (n) poor man, mumper, bum, 
poor person, starveling; (adj) poor, 
indigent, penniless; (v) bust, fold 

paved: (adj) cobbled 
pawn: (n) bail, hostage, instrument, 

mortgage, gage, guarantee, bond, 
collateral, lien, tool; (v) hock. 
ANTONYM: (v) redeem 

peacefulness: (n) calm, calmness, 
peace of mind, serenity, tranquillity, 
stillness, repose, quietness, ease, 
hush, heartsease. ANTONYMS: (n) 
bustle, wildness, upheaval, turmoil, 
agitation, disturbance, harshness 

peaches: (n) amphetamine sulfate 
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peacock: (v) strut, swagger, pose; (n) 
iris, tortoise shell, peafowl, bird of 
Juno, tulip, spectrum, peacock 
butterfly, chameleon 

pearls: (n) beads, jewelry, jewellery 
pease: (n) cessation, ease, 

intermission, others, overplus, 
pause, pousse, peacefulness, rest 

pebble: (n) boulder, crystal, flint, 
rock, scree, cobblestone, calculus, 
crag, granite, pebblestone; (adj) 
quartz 

pebbles: (n) shingle, grit, gravel, 
stones 

peck: (n, v) nibble; (v) beak, pick, 
kiss, pick up; (n) pile, plenty, mass, 
slew, lot, mint 

peculation: (n) defalcation, 
misappropriation, misapplication, 
stealing, thievery, thieving, theft, 
mulcting, raid, plunderage, larceny 

pedagogue: (n) dominie, teacher, 
schoolmaster, educator, pedagog, 
academician, lecturer, lector, master; 
(n, v) pedant; (v) purist 

pedigree: (n) descent, extraction, 
stock, ancestry, family, breed, origin, 
family tree, line, parentage, house 

peep: (n, v) glance, peek, look, gaze, 
glint, squeal; (n) glimpse, cheep; (v) 
chirp, peer, pry. ANTONYMS: (v) 
stare, gaze; (n) examination 

peeping: (n) cheeping, tweeting, 
chirping; (adj) inquisitive 

peevish: (adj) fretful, fractious, 
morose, testy, irascible, moody, 
captious, petulant, cross, 
cantankerous, touchy 

peevishly: (adv) querulously, 
tetchily, fractiously, sullenly, sulkily, 
testily, moodily, touchily, crossly, 
surly, morosely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
cheerfully, pleasantly, calmly 

peevishness: (n) irritability, 
fretfulness, biliousness, anger, 
surliness, testiness, pettishness, 
temper, petulance, choler, fussiness 

pegs: (v) legs, feet, trotters, pins 
pelt: (n) hide, skin, fell, coat; (v) 

pepper, bombard, hurry, beat, hit, 
batter, pour 

pencilled: (adj) penciled 
pendant: (n) chandelier, counterpart, 

locket, match, lavaliere, lustre, 
appendage, sister; (adj) hanging, 
suspended, dangling 

penetrated: (adj) perforated, entered 
penetrating: (adj) astute, sharp, 

cutting, discerning, incisive, 
piercing, perceptive, discriminating, 
trenchant; (adj, v) biting, acute. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, soft, 

mellow, low, gentle, dull, dense 
penitence: (n) penance, compunction, 

regret, contrition, remorse, rue, 
sorrow, atonement, grief, expiation, 
contriteness 

penitent: (adj) contrite, apologetic, 
sorry, remorseful, regretful, guilty, 
sorrowful, rueful, penitential; (n) 
flagellant, religionist. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unrepentant, impenitent, 
unashamed, unremorseful 

penitently: (adv) remorsefully, 
penitentially, regretfully, 
apologetically, sorrily, contritely, 
ruefully, sorrowfully, ashamedly, 
repentingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unrepentantly, impenitently, 
unapologetically 

penniless: (adj) indigent, needy, 
poor, destitute, moneyless, broke, 
miserable, impoverished, insolvent, 
penurious, hard up. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) solvent, wealthy, affluent 

peppermint: (n) eucalyptus 
amygdalina, Mentha piperita, red 
gum, marri, Hazelwood, mint 
candy, eucalyptus kino, peppermint 
gum, liquidambar styraciflua, 
eucalyptus gum, eucalyptus 

perceiving: (n) feeling, sensing, 
hearing, looking at, recognition, 
thought, vision, lipreading; (adj) 
conscious, percipient, reasonable 

perceptible: (adj) conspicuous, 
appreciable, evident, discernible, 
obvious, visible, palpable, apparent, 
detectable, manifest, observable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intangible, 
unclear, inaudible, inconspicuous, 
obscure, undetectable, invisible 

perceptibly: (adv) discernibly, 
apparently, appreciably, manifestly, 
clearly, sensibly, markedly, 
conspicuously, recognizably, really, 
patently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
inaudibly, invisibly 

perch: (adj, n, v) roost; (v) light, 
settle, sit, alight, squat, land; (adj, v) 
lodge, abide, dwell; (n) pole 

perched: (adj) perked, alert, on the 
edge, balanced, poised, on the brink, 
suspended, perked up 

perching: (adj) insessorial 
peremptoriness: (n) positiveness, 

confidence, certainty, actualness 
peremptory: (adj) imperious, 

commanding, dictatorial, 
overbearing, decisive, magisterial; 
(adj, v) authoritative, dogmatic, flat, 
absolute; (v) decided. ANTONYM: 
(adj) polite 

perennial: (adj) lasting, eternal, 

continual, constant, abiding, 
durable, perpetual, permanent, 
enduring, ceaseless; (adj, v) 
evergreen. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
biennial, occasional 

perfected: (adj) consummate, 
elaborate, mellow, mature, ripe, 
fulfilled, done, formed; (v) 
completed, consummated, excessive 

peril: (n, v) hazard, risk, endanger, 
menace, adventure; (n) danger, 
jeopardy, chance; (v) imperil, 
expose, compromise. ANTONYM: 
(n) security 

periodical: (n) journal, magazine, 
newspaper, review, organ, 
publication, book; (adj) intermittent, 
cyclic, recurrent, annual 

periodicity: (n) frequency, rhythm, 
regularity, cycle, intermittence, 
repetition, periodicalness 

perish: (v) expire, pass away, 
decease, go, fade, decay, depart, fall, 
pass, ruin, annihilate. ANTONYMS: 
(v) survive, live, appear 

permanence: (n) constancy, stability, 
endurance, strength, immortality, 
firmness, perdurability, lastingness, 
duration, perpetuity; (adj, n) 
continuance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
interruption, flimsiness, instability 

perpendicular: (adj) upright, vertical, 
steep, plumb, straight, right, sheer, 
orthogonal, normal, precipitous, 
true. ANTONYMS: (adj) horizontal, 
parallel, inclined, oblique, prone, 
gentle 

perpetually: (adv) eternally, 
everlastingly, always, incessantly, 
continually, endlessly, permanently, 
unceasingly, ceaselessly, ever; (adj, 
adv) forever. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
erratically, sporadically 

perplexed: (adj) confused, puzzled, 
baffled, confounded, doubtful, 
distracted, disconcerted; (adj, v) 
intricate, complicated, lost, 
involved. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unperplexed, assured, clear, 
knowing 

perplexity: (n) confusion, dilemma, 
bewilderment, maze, labyrinth, 
embarrassment, quandary, 
complication, enigma; (adj, n) 
difficulty, distress. ANTONYM: (n) 
understanding 

persecution: (adj, n) annoyance; (n) 
harassment, torture, maltreatment, 
subjugation, hurt, nuisance, cruelty; 
(adj) molestation, intolerance, abuse 

persevering: (adj) diligent, firm, 
determined, constant, resolute, 
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dogged, persistent, tenacious, 
steadfast, industrious, insistent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) irresolute 

personage: (n) person, notable, 
celebrity, personality, individual, 
bigwig, figure, somebody, human, 
character, being 

persuasively: (adv) compellingly, 
potently, strongly, forcefully, 
powerfully, eloquently, effectively, 
soundly, cogently, movingly, slickly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) ineffectively, 
hesitantly, weakly 

perturb: (v) disturb, trouble, confuse, 
worry, bother, unsettle, harass, 
disquiet, fluster, discompose, 
concern. ANTONYMS: (v) reassure, 
soothe, comfort 

perturbed: (adj) disturbed, agitated, 
hot and bothered, confused, uneasy, 
concerned, worried, unsettled, 
troubled, upset, distraught. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) untroubled, 
relaxed 

perverse: (adj) fractious, obstinate, 
obdurate, bad, corrupt, headstrong, 
disobedient, intractable, willful, 
sinister, wayward. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wholesome, obliging, 
agreeable, accommodating, 
malleable, good 

petal: (n) corolla, flower, valve, petal 
of marguerite, flower petal, floral 
leaf 

petrified: (adj) mineralized, 
motionless, frightened, scared, 
numb, stiff, harder, firm, mineral, 
like a statue, lacking sensation. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mobile, fearless 

petticoat: (adj, n) female; (n) 
underskirt, skirt, she, woman, her, 
crinoline, wife, undergarment, 
apron; (adj) petty 

pettish: (adj) peevish, irritable, cross, 
nettlesome, cranky, huffy, touchy, 
fretful, techy, petulant, tetchy 

pettishness: (n) irritability, surliness, 
snappishness, biliousness, 
fretfulness, petulance, temper, 
petulancy, mood, irritation, ill 
nature 

pewter: (n) chowchow, solder, alloy 
phiz: (n) countenance, visage, 

physiognomy, face, mug, forehead, 
contour, brow, Artemus ward, 
mark, smiler 

phlegmatic: (adj) indifferent, listless, 
stolid, unconcerned, phlegmatical, 
lethargic, passive, inert, nonchalant, 
cold, careless. ANTONYM: (adj) 
demonstrative 

physic: (n) medicine, aperient, 

cathartic, medication, healing, 
medicament, drug; (n, v) cure, 
doctor, remedy; (v) heal 

physiognomy: (n) face, kisser, phiz, 
visage, mug, look, brow, contour, 
aspect, physnomy , metoposcopy 

picturing: (n) depiction, delineation, 
envisioning, pictorial representation, 
photography, portrayal, picture 
taking, photographic, imagination, 
mental imagery, imaging 

pierce: (n, v) cut, prick, stick; (v) 
perforate, bore, enter, thrust, 
puncture, penetrate; (adj, v) stab, 
wound. ANTONYM: (v) seal 

piercing: (adj, n) sharp, cutting; (adj, 
v) keen, penetrating, biting, bitter, 
harsh, shrill; (adj) high, raw, loud. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) quiet, dull, soft, 
hot 

piety: (n) godliness, devoutness, 
faith, righteousness, holiness, 
reverence, religion, religiousness, 
piousness, sanctity, goodness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sin, profanity, 
wickedness 

piggish: (adj) swinish, hoggish, 
covetous, unclean, porcine, piggy, 
sordid, squalid, greedy, brutish, 
crapulous 

pillared: (adj) columned 
pillion: (n) saddle, pannel, seat 
pillory: (n) stocks, whipping post, 

instrument of punishment; (v) 
punish, crucify, slate, attack, libel, 
malign, penalize, pick holes in. 
ANTONYMS: (v) compliment, 
praise 

pinafore: (n) apron, tier, pinny, 
jumper, bustle, panier, kilt, jupe, 
crinoline, farthingale, apparatus 

pineapple: (n) ananas, ananas 
comosus, multiple fruit, pine, herb, 
herbaceous plant; (v) mangosteen, 
chowder, frumenty, oatmeal, grapes 

pins: (v) feet, legs, pegs, trotters 
pique: (v) nettle, insult, outrage, 

irritate, fret; (n) grudge, annoyance, 
umbrage, irritation; (n, v) anger, 
spite 

piqued: (adj) irritated, irate, hurt, 
irked, intoxicated, indignant, up in 
arms, in a huff, offended, huffy, 
excited. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unconcerned 

pitcher: (n) jar, ewer, mug, pot, 
hurler, creamer, container, pail, 
bucket, flagon, tankard 

pitching: (n) cast, lurch, nosing 
motion, playing, slant, delivery, 
lunge, stone facing, pitch shot; (adj) 
inclined; (adv) headlong 

piteous: (adj) miserable, pitiful, 
pathetic, doleful, lamentable, abject, 
compassionate, unfortunate, poor, 
paltry, pitiable 

piteously: (adj, adv) sadly; (adv) 
pitifully, wretchedly, ruefully, 
woefully, poorly, plaintively, 
sorrily, grievously, sorrowfully, 
dolefully 

pitiable: (adj) forlorn, abject, pathetic, 
miserable, pitiful, wretched, 
lamentable, poor, squalid; (adj, v) 
deplorable, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) privileged, strong 

pitiless: (adj) merciless, brutal, harsh, 
cruel, ruthless, implacable, 
remorseless, inexorable, inhuman, 
heartless, hard. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
merciful, charitable, soft, 
compassionate, warmhearted, 
sympathetic, flexible, caring, 
tolerant 

pitt: (n) William Pitt, second earl of 
Chatham, Pitt the elder, Pitt the 
younger 

pitying: (adj) sympathetic, merciful, 
pity, pityingly, gloomy, meritless, 
pitiful, sorry, sorry for, humane, 
dreary 

placid: (adj) calm, composed, 
easygoing, equable, gentle, quiet, 
pacific, tranquil, cool, peaceable; 
(adj, v) peaceful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
rough, energetic, stormy, frenetic, 
excitable, agitated, unstable, 
bothered, harsh, boisterous 

placidly: (adv) coolly, calmly, 
tranquilly, peacefully, stilly, quietly, 
composedly, silently, meekly, 
impassively, collectedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) agitatedly, 
boisterously 

plagued: (adj) overrun, inundated, 
snowed under, beleaguered, 
weighed down, obsessed, besieged, 
beset, overwhelmed 

plaint: (n) complaint, mourning, 
lamentation, wail, moan, jeremiad; 
(v) hue and cry, hullabaloo, outcry, 
clamor, chorus 

plaintive: (adj) pathetic, piteous, 
lugubrious, doleful, sad, wistful, 
sorrowful, woeful, elegiac, dolorous, 
lamentable 

plank: (n) timber, beam, slat, girder, 
panel, parachute, matchboard, 
footbridge, hardboard; (v) flump; (n, 
v) planch 

plash: (n, v) splash; (v) pleach, 
splatter, spatter, swash, interlace, 
enlace, entwine, drip, drop; (n) 
drizzle 
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plateful: (n) helping, portion, home, 
crustal plate, serving, collection 
plate, catcher, photographic plate, 
home plate, containerful, denture 

platter: (n) disk, record, disc, tray, 
trencher, phonograph record, 
phonograph recording, porringer, 
potager; (adj) table, tablet 

playful: (adj) frisky, humorous, 
kittenish, mischievous, skittish, 
impish, naughty, merry, 
lighthearted, frivolous, frolicsome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) serious, 
lethargic, solemn, staid, subdued, 
heavy 

playfully: (adv) sportively, jocularly, 
puckishly, impishly, merrily, 
naughtily, roguishly, frolicsomely, 
lightheartedly, archly, skittishly 

playfulness: (n) mischief, 
impertinence, gaiety, archness, 
friskiness, pertness, merriment, 
humor, impishness; (n, v) play, 
sport. ANTONYM: (n) seriousness 

plaything: (n) bauble, trifle, gewgaw, 
cockhorse, doll, dollhouse, dolly, 
playhouse, hobby, hobbyhorse, 
kaleidoscope 

plead: (v) entreat, implore, beg, 
adjure, petition, ask, appeal, defend, 
invoke, sue; (n, v) allege. 
ANTONYMS: (v) answer, demand 

pleading: (adj) importunate, 
imploring, beseeching, appealing, 
suppliant; (n) defense, replication, 
demurrer, defence, advocacy, 
argument 

pleadingly: (adv) imploringly, 
importunately, entreatingly, 
suppliantly, pleading, appealingly 

pleasantness: (n) agreeableness, 
sweetness, niceness, suavity, 
disagreeableness, attractiveness, 
gaiety, kindness, delightfulness, 
geniality, charm. ANTONYMS: (n) 
atrociousness, harshness, 
ghastliness, gruesomeness, 
grumpiness, repulsiveness, 
nastiness, unkindness 

pleasure-seeking: (adj) gay, sensuous 
plenteous: (adj) abundant, ample, 

copious, plentiful, bountiful, fertile, 
fruitful, full, exuberant, rich, 
generous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
meager, sparse 

plentiful: (adj) opulent, bountiful, 
ample, luxuriant, liberal, copious, 
fruitful, full, abundant, rich, plenty. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) scanty, meager, 
sparse, lacking, insufficient, few, 
infertile 

pliant: (adj, v) pliable, limber; (adj) 

elastic, plastic, ductile, malleable, 
adaptable, compliant, flexile, supple, 
lithe. ANTONYMS: (adj) inflexible, 
rigid, rebellious 

ploughed: (v) plucked. ANTONYM: 
(adj) unplowed 

ploughing: (n) plowing, tilling, 
tillage, trenching 

ploughland: (n) farmland 
ploughman: (n) rustic, farm worker, 

farmhand, plower, fieldhand 
pluck: (adj, n) nerve; (v) cull, jerk, 

gather, pick, fleece, grab; (n) grit, 
courage, boldness; (n, v) pull. 
ANTONYMS: (n) cowardice, 
gutlessness; (v) undercharge 

plucked: (v) ploughed; (adj) pulled, 
unfeathered, featherless, moulting, 
pilled 

plucking: (n) harvesting, rip out 
plucky: (adj) daring, manful, 

courageous, brave, spirited, stout, 
intrepid, mettlesome, gutsy, gallant, 
gamy 

plum: (n) damson, greengage, plum 
tree, prune, drupe, marmalade, lac, 
licorice; (adv) plumb, clean; (adj) 
mauve 

plumper: (n) election, referendum, 
initiative, vote, suffrage, voice, 
recall, poll 

pluralist: (n) liberal, philosopher, 
pluralizer 

poacher: (n) alligatorfish, 
scorpaenoid, lurcher, armed 
bullhead, gormandizer, sea poker, 
smuggler, glutton, sea poacher 

pocket-handkerchief: (n) 
handkerchief 

poetical: (adj) imaginative, rhetorical, 
poematic, figurative, inventive 

poignant: (adj, v) acrid, biting, harsh, 
painful, penetrating, brisk; (adj) 
acute, cutting, moving, affecting; 
(adj, n) piquant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unemotional, cheerful, emotionless 

poised: (adj) balanced, calm, 
composed, steady, equanimous, 
assured, urbane, serene, stable, 
massed, gathered. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) awkward, unprepared, coarse 

poisoned: (adj, v) tainted; (v) peccant, 
morbid, tabid; (adj) venenate, made 
virulent, rabid, resentful, sour, 
mangy, leprous 

poisoning: (n) intoxication, gassing, 
corruption, carbon monoxide 
poisoning, defoedation, 
discoloration, ergotism, caffeinism, 
alkali poisoning, Malathion 
poisoning, cyanide poisoning 

poke: (n, v) dig, jab, nudge, push, 

punch, prod, thrust; (n) bag, sack, 
pocket; (v) shove 

polishing: (n) shining, brightening, 
print polishing, brushing, 
mechanical polishing, bobbing; (adj) 
cultural, abrasive 

politeness: (n) civility, courteousness, 
courtliness, manners, decorum, 
gentility, good manners, niceness, 
refinement, gallantry, decency. 
ANTONYMS: (n) vulgarity, 
rudeness, incivility, neglect 

pomfret: (n) butterfish, bream 
pomp: (n) grandeur, parade, 

ostentation, show, ceremony, glory, 
luxury, pageantry, magnificence, 
state, splendor. ANTONYMS: (n) 
understatement, modesty 

porridge: (v) oatmeal, hasty pudding, 
mince pie, oyster, pineapple, mango; 
(n) burgoo, pap, plash, loblolly, 
podge 

portly: (adj) plump, stout, corpulent, 
heavy, obese, chubby, fleshy, 
overweight; (adj, adv) burly, stately; 
(adv) plumply. ANTONYMS: (adj, 
adv) thin, slim; (adj) skinny 

portmanteau: (n) valise, Gladstone, 
portmanteau word, blend, 
Gladstone bag, word, suitcase, box, 
blending, grip, portmantle 

possessing: (adj) fruitive 
pottering: (adj) movement, fussy, 

fidgety, bustle, ado, bother, stir; (n) 
fidgetiness, dalliance, idleness 

poultry: (n) chicken, fowl, hen, 
domestic fowl, bird, Guinea, cochin, 
dove, fowls, capon, chick 

pout: (v) brood, sulk; (adj, v) frown, 
protrude; (adj) lower, glower, scowl, 
gloam, look downcast; (n) eelpout, 
hornpout 

pouting: (adj) sullen 
powdered: (adj) powdery, fine, 

crushed, milled, ground, broken up, 
finer, minced, pulverised; (n) 
punctated, milk 

powdery: (adj) powdered, fine, 
sandy, farinaceous, floury, mealy, 
pulverized, pulverulent, psammous, 
sabulous, crumbly 

preach: (v) lecture, exhort, moralize, 
advocate, sermonize, urge, hold 
forth, admonish, evangelize, 
prophesy, moralise 

preacher: (n) missionary, parson, 
lecturer, clergyman, evangelist, 
pastor, priest, sermonizer, revivalist, 
gospeler, preachers 

preaching: (n) sermon, lecture, 
homily, preachment, baccalaureate, 
speech, pulpit, exhortation, 
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kerygma; (v) preach; (adj) hence 
precautionary: (adj) precautional, 

precaution, preventative, 
cautionary, precautious, provident, 
protective, preparatory, defensive 

precedence: (n) lead, advantage, 
anteriority, pas, antecedency, 
preference, precession, superiority, 
supremacy; (adj, n) priority; (adj) 
rank 

predisposed: (adj) inclined, 
susceptible, partial, disposed, 
willing, likely, propense, vulnerable, 
biased, of a mind, interested. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unbiased, 
impervious 

predominant: (adj) paramount, chief, 
overriding, prevailing, main, 
supreme, ruling, sovereign, 
principal; (adj, v) prevalent, regnant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) minor, 
subsidiary, peripheral, sparse 

predominate: (v) command, 
outweigh, govern, reign, overrule, 
rule; (adj, v) prevail, master; (adj) 
predominant, preponderate, 
paramount 

prehensile: (adj) grasping, greedy, 
acquisitive, grabby, avaricious, 
intelligent, envious, desirous, 
prehensory, avid; (v) privative 

premiership: (n) situation, spot, 
position, post, place, office, berth 

preoccupied: (adj) absorbed, 
abstracted, thoughtful, lost, rapt, 
distracted, faraway, inattentive, 
deep in thought, engrossed, pensive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) alert, carefree, 
uninterested 

preoccupying: (v) preoccupy; (adj) 
absorbing 

presentiment: (n) premonition, 
hunch, apprehension, feeling, 
foreboding, anticipation, intuition, 
boding, suspicion; (v) augury; (n, v) 
omen 

presumptuous: (adj) arrogant, 
audacious, forward, assuming, 
insolent, impertinent, assumptive, 
familiar, haughty, proud; (adj, n) 
bold. ANTONYMS: (adj) respectful, 
shy, timid, humble, modest 

pretext: (n) pretense, pretension, 
color, pretence, mask, plea, guise, 
sham, appearance; (n, v) excuse, 
cloak 

prettily: (adv) beautifully, 
charmingly, pleasantly, 
handsomely, finely, neatly, 
gracefully, picturesquely, elegantly, 
delightfully, pleasingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unattractively, 

unpleasantly 
prettiness: (n) loveliness, good looks, 

cuteness, attraction, appeal, 
attractiveness, gracefulness, 
fineness, charm, elegance, 
handsomeness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
ugliness, unattractiveness 

prevail: (n, v) triumph, control, 
govern; (v) dominate, overcome, 
outweigh, obtain, persist, carry, 
vanquish; (adj) preponderate. 
ANTONYM: (v) lose 

preventive: (adj, n) preventative, 
contraceptive; (adj) defensive, 
protective; (n) deterrent, hindrance, 
impediment, blocking, interference, 
encumbrance, pessary. ANTONYM: 
(adj) permissive 

prevision: (n) prescience, 
anticipation, forecast, 
foreknowledge, prophecy, 
prognostication, vision, prediction, 
forethought, forecasting; (v) foresee 

prick: (n, v) puncture, stab, cock, 
twinge, spur, bite; (v) impale, pierce, 
needle; (n) Dick, pricking 

pricking: (adj, v) keen, poignant, 
sharp; (v) suffer, smart, penetrating; 
(adj) pointed, piercing, urchin, 
thistly; (n) Peter 

prickly: (adj) barbed, thorny, briery, 
sharp, irritable, scratchy, 
cantankerous, spiky, biting, 
waspish, splenetic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) easygoing, affable, easy, 
comfortable, blunt, calm, gentle, 
mild 

prig: (v) pilfer, filch, steal, rob, 
purloin, thieve; (n) nim, snob, old 
maid, pedant, filcher 

prim: (adj) stiff, prudish, precise, 
priggish, neat, ceremonious, 
mincing, squeamish, prissy, 
decorous, demure. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) relaxed, brash, uninhibited, 
informal, improper, lax 

primrose: (n) auricula, polyanthus, 
primula, oxlip, paigle, primerole, 
herbaceous plant, herb; (adj) 
sensuous 

profane: (v) desecrate, abuse, violate, 
defile, outrage, debauch; (adj) 
irreverent, impious, sacrilegious, 
unholy; (adj, v) foul. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) devout, sacred, moral, 
religious, reverent 

professed: (adj) alleged, declared, 
apparent, avowed, pretended, 
seeming, supposed, affected, 
feigned, so-called, purported 

profusion: (n) opulence, abundance, 
prodigality, plenty, excess, 

cornucopia, plenitude, profuseness, 
copiousness, exuberance; (adj) 
amplitude. ANTONYMS: (n) 
insufficiency, scarcity 

prognosticate: (v) augur, predict, 
forecast, presage, foretell, portend, 
anticipate, bode, divine, forebode, 
prophesy 

projecting: (adj) projected, 
protruding, jutting, protrusive, 
pendent; (adj, v) overhanging, 
jutting over, salient; (v) beetling, 
protuberant, convex 

proletaire: (n) commoner, democrat, 
plebeian, roturier, Mr, republican, 
proletary, one of the people 

promenade: (n, v) stroll, walk, amble, 
ramble; (v) march, parade; (n) 
esplanade, perambulation, prom, 
ball, mall 

promontory: (n) cape, headland, 
mull, point, ness, head, bluff, 
foreland, projection, peninsula, cliff 

prompting: (n) stimulation, 
instigation, prompt, influence, 
inducement, provocation, hint, 
invitation, leading question, 
suggestion; (v) to prompt 

promptitude: (n) expedition, speed, 
readiness, promptness, velocity, 
haste, agility, rapidity, celerity, 
hurry, dispatch 

pronouncing: (v) pronounce; (n) 
pronunciation, utterance 

prophecy: (n) oracle, augury, 
prognostication, forecast, 
vaticination, prevision, prediction, 
prognosis, omen, revelation, 
foreboding 

prophetess: (n) seeress, pythoness, 
clairvoyant, prophet, oracle, 
Druidess 

propitiation: (n) expiation, 
appeasement, conciliation, 
satisfaction, mediation, redemption, 
placation, reconciliation, 
reconcilement, recompense, 
reclamation 

propped: (adj) fulcrate 
propping: (n) staking; (adj) retaining 
propriety: (adj, n) decency, modesty, 

correctness, aptitude; (n) decorum, 
fitness, etiquette, civility, grace, 
politeness, manners. ANTONYMS: 
(n) impropriety, rudeness, 
unsuitableness, indecorum, 
decadence, tactlessness, corruption, 
vulgarity, indecency 

prosaic: (adj) commonplace, dull, 
monotonous, pedestrian, prosy, 
ordinary, uninteresting, trite, boring, 
humdrum, everyday. ANTONYMS: 
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(adj) idealistic, imaginative, 
sensitive, inspired, exciting, 
inspiring, interesting, original, 
romantic 

prosaically: (adv) tritely, prosily, 
humdrumly, commonly, trivially, 
dully, pedestrianly, ordinarily, 
boringly, commonplacely, 
unimaginatively 

prosper: (v) advance, flower, thrive, 
grow, bloom, succeed, boom, get 
ahead, get on; (adj) luxuriate; (n, v) 
fare. ANTONYMS: (v) deteriorate, 
collapse, decrease, dwindle, decline 

prospering: (adj) thriving, 
flourishing, booming, palmy, 
growing, earsplitting, deafening, 
auspicious, easy, comfortable, 
favourable 

prostration: (n) depression, 
exhaustion, kneeling, breakdown, 
weakness, dejection, inanition, 
genuflexion, curtsy; (adj) decline; 
(adj, n) syncope 

protract: (v) extend, draw out, delay, 
lengthen, defer, procrastinate, 
continue, postpone, elongate, keep 
up; (adj) produce. ANTONYMS: (v) 
curtail, shorten, quit 

protuberant: (adj, v) prominent; (adj) 
bulging, bulgy, protruding, gibbous, 
projecting, protrusive, bellied, 
bellying, bulbous, conspicuous 

provender: (n) provisions, food, 
nourishment, pasturage, victuals, 
viands, sustenance, commissariat, 
cud, eatage; (n, v) nurture 

proverbs: (n) proverb 
providence: (n) forethought, fortune, 

fate, discretion, God, destiny, care, 
economy, caution, precaution, 
chance. ANTONYM: (n) 
improvidence 

provocation: (n) challenge, 
aggravation, exasperation, 
incitement, instigation, annoyance, 
excitement, stimulation, affront, 
incentive, defiance. ANTONYMS: 
(n) conciliation, arbitration, 
deterrent, disincentive, pleasure 

provoking: (adj) provocative, 
annoying, aggravating, galling, 
maddening, vexatious, agitative, 
tempting, agitating; (adj, v) 
irritating, insulting. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) conciliatory, courteous, 
satisfying 

prying: (adj) inquisitive, 
meddlesome, nosy, inquiring, nosey, 
intrusive, busy, snoopy; (n) 
nosiness, curiosity; (adj, n) 
meddling. ANTONYMS: (adj) 

apathetic; (n) apathy 
psalm: (n) hymn, chant, psalmody, 

anthem, song, Salm; (v) sing 
puck: (n) disk, hockey puck, imp, 

sprite, faerie, Robin Goodfellow, 
faery, disc 

puff: (adj, n, v) gasp; (n, v) blow, 
whiff, gust, drag; (v) boast, inflate, 
huff, heave, brag, distend 

puffed: (adj) puff, bloated, distended, 
puffy, tumid, turgid, swell, 
breathless, bepuffed, overflowing, 
out of breath 

pulpit: (n) platform, dais, ambo, 
lectern, hustings, stump, rostrum, 
forum, desk, stand, state 

punctilious: (adj) meticulous, 
ceremonious, formal, correct, exact, 
punctual, nice, accurate, careful, 
stiff, fastidious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
easygoing, sloppy 

punctual: (adj) accurate, exact, 
punctilious, prompt, timely, 
definite, rigorous, precise, nice, 
mathematical; (adj, v) regular. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) early, 
unpunctual, slow 

punctually: (adv) precisely, exactly, 
duly, accurately, correctly, on time, 
regularly, timely, punctiliously, 
strictly, sharp 

punishing: (adj) gruelling, arduous, 
labourious, laborious, hard, heavy, 
punitive, backbreaking, clayey, 
accented, severe. ANTONYM: (adj) 
undemanding 

puny: (adj) weak, petty, feeble, frail, 
tiny, small, minute, measly, runty, 
paltry, trivial. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
muscular, brawny, strong, 
significant, fit, huge, enormous, 
robust, considerable 

puppylike: (adj) young, immature 
purplish: (adj) majestic, violet, 

chromatic, imperial, embellished, 
empurpled 

purposeless: (adj) meaningless, 
senseless, useless, driftless, empty, 
random, objectless, nonsensical, 
designless; (adj, adv) aimless, 
directionless. ANTONYM: (adj) 
meaningful 

puss: (n) cat, kitten, lass, pussy, 
pussycat, cunt, chit, countenance, 
feline, cuckoo, incision 

puzzling: (adj) enigmatic, confusing, 
incomprehensible, mysterious, 
cryptic, obscure, knotty, 
enigmatical, complicated, 
ambiguous, abstruse. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) simple, straightforward, 
explicable, comprehensible, 

enlightening 
pyramidal: (adj) cubical, pointed, 

pyramidical 
pyrrhic: (n) dibrach, metrical foot, 

ceremonial dance, metrical unit 
quagmire: (n) bog, marsh, morass, 

swamp, fen, quag, marish, moss, 
marshland; (adj) mud, slough. 
ANTONYM: (n) desert 

quaker: (n) trembler, Jovinianist, 
friend, Familist, earthquake, 
champion, booster, Broadbrim, 
acquaintance, admirer, ally 

quakerlike: (adj) Quakerish 
qualms: (n) nausea, doubts, 

unwillingness. ANTONYM: (n) 
willingness 

quarrelling: (adj) at variance, in 
dispute, in disagreement, in conflict; 
(n) dissension 

quarrelsome: (adj) argumentative, 
belligerent, combative, 
cantankerous, aggressive, 
disputatious, ugly, currish, 
termagant; (adj, n) contentious; (adj, 
v) fretful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
agreeable, peaceful, amiable 

quart: (n) quartile, quartic, 
quartilunar, quartole, quartlet, 
quarts, quarto, quarter 

quarterly: (n) quarterlies, periodical, 
series, journal, period, glossy 
magazine, monthly, paper, 
publication; (adv) every quarter; 
(adj) trimestrial 

quatrain: (n) distich, couplet, canto, 
line, heroic stanza, elegiac stanza, 
verse, triplet 

quavering: (adj) trembling, 
tremulous, unsteady, shaky, 
shivering, shaking, decrepit, 
doddery, doddering 

queenly: (adj) queenlike, royal, noble, 
dignified, regal, majestic, imperial, 
sovereign 

queer: (adj) fantastic, odd, eccentric, 
funny, curious, gay, peculiar, 
strange, quaint, fishy, outlandish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) conventional, 
normal, well 

quell: (adj, v) appease, pacify, calm; 
(v) overpower, crush, allay, put 
down, suppress, conquer, defeat, 
quash. ANTONYMS: (v) prompt, 
submit, resist, aggravate, incite 

quelled: (adj) quenched, allayed, 
extinguished, extinct 

quenched: (adj) extinct, quelled, out, 
slaked, squelched, dead, kayoed, 
permanently inactive, prohibited, 
proscribed, put out 

querulous: (adj) petulant, irritable, 
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fretful, discontented, tetchy, 
complaining, fractious, touchy, 
cross, grumpy, grouchy 

querulousness: (n) biliousness, 
peevishness, dissatisfaction, 
irritability, pettishness 

quickened: (adj) hasty, rapid, 
passionate, intoxicated 

quickening: (n) hurrying, hastening, 
speedup; (v) hasten, lively, flowing, 
having life, ignited, laving; (adj) 
bracing, moving 

quickest: (adv) most quickly 
quieted: (adj) composed 
quietening: (adj) calming, assuasive, 

soporific, unalarming, pacifying 
quietness: (n) quiet, serenity, calm, 

calmness, peacefulness, repose, 
hush, composure, quietude, silence, 
stillness. ANTONYMS: (n) volume, 
disturbance, loudness, bustle, 
wildness, turbulence, noise, turmoil, 
brashness, boldness, movement 

quietude: (n) quietness, calmness, 
peace, composure, placidity, 
tranquility, repose, serenity, 
tranquillity, hush, silence 

quilted: (adj) thick 
quiver: (adj, n, v) shudder, shiver, 

tremble, shake; (v) flicker, flutter, 
vibrate; (n, v) palpitate, quaver; (n) 
vibration, tremor 

quivering: (adj, n) trembling, tremor, 
quaking, trepidation; (n) palpitation, 
quiver, vibration; (adj) flutter, 
quavering, shivering, tremulous. 
ANTONYM: (adj) steady 

racers: (n) Coluber 
radiance: (n) gleam, glory, brilliance, 

luster, lustre, beam, brightness, 
effulgence, sparkle, light; (adj, n) 
brilliancy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
darkness, gloominess 

radiancy: (n) radiance, glow, 
effulgence, lustre, luster, gleam, 
shine, sheen, brightness, refulgence, 
burnish 

radiant: (adj, v) bright, glittering, 
lustrous, beamy, glorious; (adj) 
beaming, luminous, effulgent, lucid, 
glowing, beautiful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) gloomy, dark, pale, unhappy 

rags: (adj) refuse, rubble, scourings, 
sweepings, trash, waste; (n) 
clothing, tatter, orts, odds and ends, 
dress 

rains: (n) wet 
rainy: (adj) moist, pluvial, damp, 

pluvious, stormy, juicy, dirty, 
soppy, raining, drizzly; (adj, v) 
showery. ANTONYM: (adj) pleasant 

rallying: (n) effort, mobilization, 

mobilisation, mass meeting, feat, 
deed, exchange; (adj) moving, 
encouraging, convalescent 

rambling: (adj) disjointed, 
incoherent, desultory, discursive, 
erratic, excursive, meandering, 
diffuse, loose, errant; (adj, n) 
wandering. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
coherent, abrupt, conclusive, pithy, 
taciturn, compact 

rancorous: (adj) malicious, vindictive, 
malevolent, venomous, spiteful, 
resentful, hostile, virulent, malign, 
vengeful, vicious. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) kind, harmonious, loving, 
willing 

rankling: (adj) rancor, virulence, 
galling, venom; (n) anger, 
mordacity, hate 

ranter: (n) talker, speaker, 
juramentado, fanatic 

rapidity: (n) expedition, quickness, 
promptness, dispatch, celerity, 
haste, velocity, pace, fleetness, 
promptitude, speed. ANTONYM: 
(n) tardiness 

rapture: (n) joy, bliss, delight, 
happiness, exaltation, elation, 
exultation, enchantment; (adj, n) 
enthusiasm; (n, v) transport; (adj, n, 
v) passion. ANTONYMS: (n) 
indifference, boredom, misery, 
gloom, agony, hell, despair 

rascal: (n) villain, rapscallion, 
monkey, miscreant, knave, 
scoundrel, scamp, rogue, varlet, 
vagabond, brat 

rash: (adj, n) foolhardy, hasty, 
precipitate, eruption; (adj) 
imprudent, reckless, impetuous, 
heedless, audacious, sudden; (adj, 
adv) thoughtless. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) cautious, careful, sensible, 
wise, considered, deliberate, 
prudent, modest, slow, responsible, 
patient 

rasping: (adj) harsh, rough, raspy, 
strident, gravelly, hoarse, raucous, 
husky, guttural; (n) rasp, friction. 
ANTONYMS: (n) smoothness; (adj) 
velvety, smooth, harmonious 

rattle: (n, v) jingle, jangle, clatter; (n) 
click, clang, clack; (v) bang, confuse, 
shake, patter, disconcert 

rattler: (n) rattlesnake, massasauga, 
chatterbox, diamondback 
rattlesnake, freight liner, railroad 
train, sidewinder, ground rattler, 
prairie rattlesnake, diamondback, 
pit viper 

rattling: (adj) lively, brisk, racy, 
marvelous, fantastic, zippy, snappy, 

spanking, merry; (adv) very, real 
razor: (adj, n) straight razor; (adj) 

knife, cutlery, edge tool, penknife; 
(n) electric razor, shaver, safety 
razor, electric shaver, rasour; (v) 
epilate 

ready-made: (adj) reach-me-down, 
trite 

reap: (v) harvest, gain, glean, gather, 
obtain, cut, receive, earn, acquire; 
(adj, v) mow; (adj) clip. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, scatter 

reaping: (n) harvesting, crop, 
attainment, farming 

reassured: (adj) hopeful, reinsured, 
secure, confident 

rebellious: (adj) insubordinate, 
mutinous, disaffected, defiant, 
disobedient, contrary, 
contumacious, insurgent, stubborn, 
unruly, malcontent. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) docile, conventional, obedient, 
conformist, content, conforming, 
cooperative, loyal, meek, 
submissive, obliging 

rebound: (n, v) recoil, bound, kick, 
return, jump; (v) glance, ricochet, 
rally, boomerang; (n) backlash, 
repercussion 

recalling: (adj) revocatory; (n) 
recognition 

recite: (v) relate, enumerate, describe, 
narrate, recount, repeat, say, 
rehearse, detail, lecture; (n, v) 
declaim 

reckoning: (n) calculation, 
computation, bill, score, computing, 
liquidation, clearance; (n, v) count, 
enumeration, account, estimation 

reclaim: (v) recover, reform, cultivate, 
claim, repossess, claim back, regain, 
recycle, salvage, correct, redeem. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lose, discard 

recollecting: (n) recollection 
recollection: (n, v) mind; (n) 

reminiscence, recall, anamnesis, 
remembrance, recognition, 
memento, memorial, 
commemoration, memoir, retrospect 

recollections: (n) memories, 
reminiscences, recollection, 
biography 

recommending: (adj) 
recommendatory, commendatory 

reconciled: (adj) consistent, resigned, 
serene, meet; (v) made friends, 
affriended. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unreconciled 

reconcilement: (v) agreement, 
accordment; (n) rapprochement, 
accommodation, propitiation, 
mediation, atonement, 
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appeasement, pacification, 
reconciliation statement, expiation 

reconciler: (n) peacemaker, 
conciliator, pacifier, judge, mediator, 
intermediator, intermediary, 
comforter 

reconnoitre: (v) explore, scout, 
reconaissance, investigate, examine, 
inspect, probe, survey, observe, 
make a reconnaissance 

recount: (v) tell, recite, relate, 
describe, enumerate, inform, detail, 
rehearse, count, report, convey 

rectify: (v) amend, improve, better, 
adjust, refine, reform, mend, emend, 
remedy, redress; (adj, v) straighten 

rector: (n) minister, pastor, president, 
manager, principal, governor, 
clergyman, curate, parson, director, 
priest 

rectory: (n) parsonage, manse, 
vicarage, residence, habitation, 
home, glebe house, glebe, dwelling 
house, domicile, deanery 

recur: (v) resort, repeat, go back, 
reappear, duplicate, revert, return, 
persist, fall back, cycle, circulate. 
ANTONYM: (v) cease 

recurring: (adj) frequent, intermittent, 
cyclic, periodic, periodical, repeated, 
repetitive, customary, accustomed, 
memorable, chronic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) irregular, intermittent, 
spasmodic, unusual, rare, occasional 

recusant: (n) heretic, nonconformist, 
beatnik, contestant; (v) Protestant; 
(adj) dissentient, negative, contrary, 
contumacious, disobedient, 
unorthodox 

reddened: (adj) red, ablaze, aflame, 
flushed, crimson, inflamed, blazing, 
aroused, blemished, red as scarlet, 
spotty 

reddening: (n) flush, rubescence; (v) 
redden 

reddish: (adj) ruddy, rosy, crimson, 
cherry, rufescent, rufous, rubicund, 
scarlet, rubedinous, ruby, colorful 

redeem: (v) recover, deliver, atone, 
recoup, expiate, ransom, reclaim, 
save, free, extricate, refund. 
ANTONYMS: (v) hock, pawn, lose 

redeemed: (adj) ransomed, blessed 
redeemer: (n) deliverer, saviour, 

Jesus Christ, Messiah, salvation, 
rescuer, delivery boy, Christ, 
champion, son of God, Jesus 

refashion: (v) remake, alter, remodel, 
modify, make over, reconstruct, 
recast, renovate, stir the embers, 
reanimate, retouch 

refinement: (n) culture, cultivation, 

purification, gentility, polish, finish, 
civilization, nicety, courtesy, grace; 
(adj, n) elegance. ANTONYMS: (n) 
vulgarity, adulteration, tackiness, 
uncouthness, tastelessness, 
inelegance, coarseness, clumsiness, 
awkwardness, crudeness 

refitting: (n) adaptation 
reformation: (n) correction, 

amendment, improvement, redress, 
reclamation, rectification, 
conversion, innovation, repair, 
renewal, reassembly 

reformer: (n) emancipationist, 
abolitionist, activist, hippie, 
demonstrator, crusader, insurgent, 
prohibitionist, meliorist, rebel, 
radical 

refractory: (adj) disobedient, 
obstinate, perverse, recalcitrant, 
stubborn, fractious, contumacious, 
headstrong, unruly, wayward, 
restive 

refrain: (v) desist, cease, fast, avoid, 
leave off, withhold, stop, spare; (adj, 
v) forbear; (n) chorus, hold. 
ANTONYMS: (v) participate, act, 
consume, persist 

refresh: (v) air, enliven, invigorate, 
update, comfort, regenerate, 
rejuvenate, cool, renew, restore; 
(adj) refreshing. ANTONYMS: (v) 
exhaust, tire, weary, stagnate, drain, 
kill 

refreshed: (adj) invigorated, 
rejuvenated, reinvigorated, new, 
novel, revived, impudent, 
energizing, overbold, energising, 
clean. ANTONYM: (adj) tired 

regenerate: (v) reform, restore, 
revive, refresh, renovate, rejuvenate, 
reclaim, reconstruct, mend, 
reanimate; (n, v) convert 

regimentals: (n) military uniform 
regretful: (adj) penitent, sorry, 

apologetic, remorseful, nostalgic, 
bad, sad, melancholy, repentant, 
unhappy, mournful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) joyful, unremorseful, glad, 
satisfied 

regretfully: (adv) remorsefully, 
repentantly, sadly, contritely, 
apologetically, penitently, 
unhappily, sorrily, mournfully, 
sorrowfully, ashamedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) unrepentantly, 
joyfully 

regrets: (n) regret, declination, RSVP 
regrets only, acknowledgement, 
acknowledgment, celestial latitude, 
excuse, Dec 

rehearsing: (n) rehearsal 

reigning: (adj) regnant, predominant, 
overruling, reign, sovereign, 
controlling, royal, dominant, 
ascendant, prevalent, chief 

rejoice: (v) cheer, gladden, triumph, 
revel, jubilate, gratify, gloat, please; 
(n, v) delight, glory, joy. 
ANTONYMS: (v) lament, mourn, 
complain 

rejoicing: (n) exultation, jubilation, 
happiness, joy, mirth, pleasure, 
elation; (adj) jubilant, exultant; (v) 
rejoice; (adv) rejoicingly. 
ANTONYM: (n) sadness 

rejoinder: (n) reply, comeback, 
response, riposte, return, reaction, 
demurrer, plea, replication, retort, 
objection 

relapse: (n, v) regress, decline, fall; 
(n) recidivism, recurrence, 
regression, deterioration; (v) 
backslide, revert, recur, deteriorate. 
ANTONYMS: (v) improve, recover, 
progress; (n) improvement, 
recovery, regeneration 

relays: (n) race 
relenting: (n) capitulation, surrender 
reliant: (adj) dependent on, reliable, 

confident, trusting, subject, relative, 
conditional, contingent, needy, 
reliant on 

relic: (n, v) memento, souvenir, 
keepsake; (n) token, trace, 
remainder, remains, antique, relict, 
vestige, remnant 

relieving: (adj) pertinent, comforting, 
applicable; (n) encouragement 

remembrance: (n, v) recollection, 
mind; (n) commemoration, 
memorial, recall, relic, monument, 
keepsake, reminiscence, recognition; 
(adj, n) memento 

reminiscences: (n) memoirs 
remnant: (n) end, relic, remains, 

residue, fragment, leftover, survival, 
trace, oddment, balance, stub 

remonstrance: (n) protest, 
expostulation, objection, dissuasion, 
censure, remonstration, 
reprehension, admonition, 
monstrance, mediation, dehortation 

remorse: (n) penitence, contrition, 
repentance, regret, guilt, penance, 
sorrow, grief, qualm, ruefulness, 
compassion. ANTONYM: (n) 
shamelessness 

rencontre: (n) collision, brush, 
renconter, appulse, syzygy, 
rencounter, coincidence, fight, affair, 
contest, coexistence 

rendering: (n) interpretation, 
translation, rendition, reading, 
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representation, version, interpreting, 
depiction, execution, construction, 
explanation 

rennet: (n) reed, renning, compound, 
coagulant, chemical compound, calf 
stomach, runnet 

renounce: (v) abandon, abdicate, 
abjure, relinquish, desert, reject, give 
up, disown, deny, quit, forgo. 
ANTONYMS: (v) acknowledge, 
reassert, assert, continue, retain, 
persist 

renouncing: (adj) negative, denying, 
abnegative, abdicating, resigned, 
abdicant 

renovated: (adj) sempervirent, vernal, 
recently discovered, not habituated, 
not familiar, newly come, new 
scenes, recent, fresh, altered, 
modern 

renunciation: (n) denial, resignation, 
abnegation, disclaimer, rejection, 
renouncement, abandonment, 
waiver, desertion, defection, 
relinquishment. ANTONYMS: (n) 
confirmation, assertion, reassertion, 
acceptance 

repartee: (n) answer, retort, wit, joke, 
riposte, raillery, comeback, 
rejoinder, rebutter, badinage, 
wordplay 

repent: (v) deplore, bewail, rue, 
mourn, lament, atone, sorry, 
bemoan, feel remorse, grieve, be 
sorry 

repentance: (n) contrition, penance, 
remorse, regret, compunction, 
sorrow, guilt, contriteness, grief, 
attrition, atonement. ANTONYMS: 
(n) shamelessness, brazenness 

replying: (adj) respondent, 
responsive 

repose: (n, v) recline, peace, lie, calm; 
(n) composure, ease, quiet, leisure, 
recreation, relaxation; (v) lay. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) work; (n) 
activity, panic, agitation 

reposing: (adj) calm, asleep 
repress: (v) inhibit, crush, quash, 

control, suppress, put down, bridle, 
keep down, subdue, restrain, 
reduce. ANTONYMS: (v) declare, 
liberate, incite 

repressed: (adj) inhibited, 
suppressed, pent-up, forgotten, 
subconscious, inner, composed, 
reserved, unconscious 

repressing: (adj) inhibiting, insolent, 
discouraging, aggressively haughty, 
overbearing, arrogant, dictatorial, 
domineering, restrictive, repressive, 
overpowering 

reprieve: (n, v) pause, postponement, 
pardon, stay; (n) relief, delay, 
abatement, remission, grace; (v) 
remit, adjournment. ANTONYM: 
(n) charge 

reproach: (n, v) blame, rebuke, 
charge, abuse, disgrace, reprimand, 
invective; (v) accuse, chide, 
condemn; (n) condemnation. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) praise; (v) 
commend, approve; (n) compliment, 
commendation, approval 

reproachful: (adj, v) condemnatory, 
disparaging, vituperative; (adj) 
admonitory, opprobrious, 
disgraceful, shameful, reproving, 
objurgatory, contumelious; (v) 
denunciatory 

reproof: (n, v) reprimand, censure, 
rebuke, lecture; (n) reproach, 
admonition, reprehension, blame, 
condemnation, objurgation, 
castigation 

reptilian: (n) reptile, creeper, anapsid 
reptile, craniate, diapsid, diapsid 
reptile, anapsid 

repugnant: (adj) abominable, 
abhorrent, odious, hateful, 
loathsome, ugly, adverse, obscene, 
offensive; (adj, v) repulsive; (adj, n) 
contradictory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
attractive, agreeable, desirable, 
lovable, nice, delightful 

repulse: (n, v) rebuff, defeat; (v) 
repel, nauseate, disgust, drive back, 
revolt, reject, refuse, beat back; (n) 
refusal. ANTONYMS: (v) attract, 
accept, delight, yield, please; (n, v) 
welcome 

repulsion: (n) repugnance, 
repellency, hatred, antipathy, 
aversion, horror, disgust, repulse, 
distaste, hate, rebuff. ANTONYMS: 
(n) charm, love, magnetism, appeal, 
liking, delight 

reputed: (adj) supposed, renowned, 
famous, conjectural, assumed, 
famed, eminent, prominent, alleged, 
well-known, distinguished. 
ANTONYM: (adj) known 

resentful: (adj) angry, indignant, 
malicious, resent, embittered, 
rancorous, envious, jealous, 
offended, hurt, mad. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) resigned, unresentful, willing, 
sweet, pleased 

resistless: (adj) overpowering, 
overwhelming, unquenchable, 
unconquerable, supine, invincible, 
inextinguishable, indomitable, 
inactive, impregnable; (v) avoidless. 
ANTONYM: (adj) resistible 

resolute: (adj, n) constant, firm, fixed, 
steady; (adj, v) determined; (adj) 
inflexible, brave, adamant, dogged, 
unbending, courageous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, uncertain, 
uncommitted, timid, fickle, feeble, 
indecisive, flexible, flippant, 
hesitant, undecided 

resolutely: (adv) determinedly, 
decidedly, steadfastly, decisively, 
unfalteringly, boldly, steadily, 
stubbornly, definitely, resolvedly, 
unwaveringly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
irresolutely, indecisively, 
uncertainly, feebly, hesitantly, 
aimlessly 

resolving: (n) factoring, resolve, 
settlement, solving, solution, 
factorization, diagonalization, 
declaration, firmness, resoluteness; 
(v) solve 

resonance: (n) ringing, sonority, 
vibration, reverberation, echo, 
plangency, timbre, timber, noise, 
ring, accord. ANTONYM: (n) 
weakness 

resonant: (adj) vibrant, sonorous, 
deep, full, melodious, rich, distinct, 
reverberative, reverberant, 
resounding, reverberating. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) thin, faint, 
reedy, shrill 

resounding: (adj) booming, ringing, 
reverberating, loud, rolling, vibrant, 
emphatic, resonating, reverberant; 
(v) resound; (adv) resoundingly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) qualified, 
marginal 

respectably: (adv) creditably, 
decently, honorably, properly, 
appropriately, admirably, 
commendably, decorously, fitly, 
justly, becomingly. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) indecently, disreputably, 
dishonorably 

respectful: (adj) deferential, 
mannerly, dutiful, courteous, 
attentive, obedient, reverential, 
regardful, reverent, polite, humble. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheeky, 
impudent, insolent, rude, 
contemptuous, disobedient, 
scornful, nasty, sneering, irreverent, 
impolite 

respectfully: (adv) reverentially, 
reverently, politely, courteously, 
civilly, attentively, graciously, 
submissively, obsequiously, 
admiringly, regardfully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) impudently, 
contemptuously, disdainfully, 
rudely, insolently, audaciously, 
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sneeringly, nastily, irreverently, 
disobediently, arrogantly 

respite: (n, v) pause, rest, lull; (n) 
repose, intermission, recess, break, 
remission, relief, cessation, 
interruption 

resplendent: (adj, n) bright, lucid; 
(adj) radiant, luminous, illustrious, 
splendid, flamboyant, glorious, 
magnificent, gorgeous, effulgent. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dull 

restlessness: (n) anxiety, disquiet, 
impatience, fidget, uneasiness, 
disquietude, unrest, fidgetiness, 
agitation, insomnia; (adj, n) 
nervousness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
calm, contentment, restfulness, 
peace 

resurrection: (n) renewal, rebirth, 
revival, regeneration, restoration, 
resurgence, reanimation, restitution, 
renaissance, resumption, 
resuscitation. ANTONYM: (n) 
disappearance 

retardation: (n) retard, impediment, 
slowdown, retardment, lag, mental 
retardation, deceleration, resistance, 
holdup, imbecility; (v) 
postponement 

retarded: (adj) slow, tardy, imbecile, 
belated, delayed, simple, obtuse, 
leisurely, dull, deferred, defective. 
ANTONYM: (adj) precocious 

retracted: (adj) broken 
retribution: (n) reprisal, judgment, 

penalty, punishment, requital, 
repayment, recompense, reward, 
revenge, retaliation, restitution. 
ANTONYM: (n) reward 

retrospect: (n, v) review; (v) look 
back, remember, brush up; (n) 
memory, recollection, remembrance, 
rumination, thoughtfulness, 
recurrence, retrospection 

revengeful: (adj) vengeful, vindictive, 
punitive, unforgiving, vindicative, 
resentful, despiteful, spiteful, 
implacable, rancorous, vengeable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) charitable 

reverence: (n, v) respect, regard, fear, 
worship, honor, esteem, adore; (n) 
deference, adoration, admiration, 
awe. ANTONYMS: (n) despise, 
disrespect, irreverence, disdain, 
disparagement, contempt; (v) 
dishonor 

reverent: (adj, v) pious, devout, 
religious; (adj) respectful, holy, 
deferential, godly, reverential, 
worshipful, pietistic; (v) devotional. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) blasphemous, 
disrespectful, impious, irreverent 

reverential: (adj, v) deferential; (adj) 
reverent, dutiful, solemn, pious, 
devotional, devout, obedient, godly, 
religious; (v) decorous. ANTONYM: 
(adj) irreverent 

reverently: (adv) reverentially, 
piously, religiously, devoutly, 
deferentially, worshipfully, 
solemnly, godly, courteously, 
politely, obsequiously. ANTONYM: 
(adv) irreverently 

reverted: (adj) inverse 
reverting: (n) reversion, relapse, 

relapsing, recidivism, lapse, 
backsliding, lapsing, regress, 
reversal; (adj) returning, reversive 

reviving: (adj) bracing, restorative, 
renewing, refreshing, revival, brisk, 
enlivening, recuperative, 
reanimating, promoting 
recuperation, giving life. 
ANTONYM: (adj) soothing 

revolving: (adj) turning, rotating, 
vertiginous, rotary, gyratory, 
wheeling, rotative, rotatory, 
rotational; (n) revolution; (v) revolve 

rhapsodist: (n) seer, rhapsode, 
highflier, fanatic, enthusiast, poet, 
fanatico 

rheumatism: (n) arthritis, atrophic 
arthritis, juvenile rheumatoid 
arthritis; (v) lumbago, podagra, 
otalgia, neuralgia, earache, 
cephalalgia, odontalgia, sciatica 

ribbed: (v) sulcated, striated; (adj) 
ridged, grooved, canaliculated, 
having ribs, unsmooth, corrugated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, ribless 

ribbons: (n) cavesson, hackamore, 
jaquima, lines, streamer, streamers, 
ticker tape, paper chain, decoration, 
decorations, bunting 

riches: (n, v) money; (n) affluence, 
abundance, fortune, opulence, 
plenty, prosperity, exuberance, 
treasure, resources; (v) gold 

riddance: (n) removal, exclusion, 
freedom, ousting, barring, ejection, 
expulsion, ouster, ostracism, 
clearance; (v) rid 

riddle: (n) mystery, conundrum, 
puzzle, problem, poser; (n, v) screen, 
sieve; (v) puncture, strain, filter, sift. 
ANTONYM: (n) explanation 

righteous: (adj) fair, right, good, 
moral, virtuous, honest, just, correct, 
honorable; (adj, n) pious, godly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) immoral, 
wicked, unrighteous, bad, corrupt, 
unethical, unjust, wrong, poor 

rightful: (adj) right, lawful, just, 
justifiable, proper, legal, equitable, 

licit, real, genuine, true. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) wrongful, 
illegal, unlawful, fake 

rigidly: (adv) severely, sternly, 
strictly, firmly, stringently, 
unbendingly, rigorously, 
uncompromisingly, stubbornly, 
unyieldingly, strongly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) loosely, 
amenably 

rigorously: (adv) severely, strictly, 
stringently, carefully, harshly, 
exactly, austerely, closely, narrowly, 
stiffly, gravely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
leniently, lightheartedly, negligently 

rimy: (adj) frosted, rimed, cold, icy, 
nipping, nippy, parky, rhyming, 
riming, rhymed, glacial 

ripeness: (n, v) readiness; (n) 
maturation, matureness, 
mellowness, perfection, fruition, 
lusciousness, succulence, full 
development; (v) preparedness, 
ripen. ANTONYMS: (n) greenness, 
dryness 

ripening: (n) ageing, maturement, 
development, mellowing, aging, 
maturing, mature, growing, growth, 
gestation, organic process 

ripple: (v) bubble, murmur, gurgle, 
billow, surge, burble, cockle; (n, v) 
wave, swell, riffle, purl 

rippling: (n) ripple, wave, riffle, 
corrugation, moving ridge, wavelet, 
ripple formation; (adj) flowing, 
billowy 

rites: (n) money, finances, wake, 
religion 

roadside: (n) verge, shoulder, border, 
edge, margin 

roaring: (n) bellowing, roar, bellow, 
thunder; (adj) booming, prosperous, 
thriving, flourishing, deafening, 
noisy, boisterous 

roast: (v) burn, grill, bake, joke, heat, 
quiz, fry, cook, scorch; (n, v) 
ridicule; (n) joint. ANTONYMS: (v) 
cool, praise 

roasted: (adj) fried, baked 
rocking: (adj) vivacious, merry, 

spirited, spry, festive; (n) metalling, 
convulsion 

rogue: (n, v) rascal; (n) knave, imp, 
miscreant, crook, cheat, impostor, 
swindler, cad, villain, scoundrel 

roguish: (adj) impish, dishonest, 
playful, naughty, sly, arch, puckish, 
rascally, blackguardly, bad, 
scoundrelly 

roguishness: (n) rascality, roguery, 
mischievousness, naughtiness, 
prankishness, deviltry, devilry, 
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devilment, badness, blaze, 
maleficence 

roofing: (n) trade, ceiling, cover, craft 
rooks: (n) etc, robins, order 

Passeriformes, Passeriformes 
roomy: (adj, n) capacious; (adj) broad, 

extensive, large, commodious, 
ample, voluminous, expansive, big, 
rangy, comprehensive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) small, narrow, 
airless, tiny, tight 

roost: (adj, v) lodge, reside, stay, 
abide, dwell, inhabit, live; (v) rest, 
settle; (n) henroost, resort 

rooting: (n) growing, ontogenesis, 
growth, maturation, striking, 
ontogeny, taking root, applause 

rosy: (adj) hopeful, blooming, 
optimistic, auspicious, promising, 
bright, roseate, ruddy, fortunate, 
flushed, pink. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gloomy, depressing, hopeless, 
unpromising 

rotund: (adj) obese, chubby, round, 
plump, corpulent, circular, full, 
orotund, rounded, globular, 
overweight. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
gangling, slim, thin 

roughish: (adj) rough, unsmooth 
roundness: (n) rotundity, globosity, 

sphericity, rondure, plumpness, 
globularness, cylindricalness, 
cylindricality, shape, rotundness, 
circle. ANTONYMS: (n) angularity, 
slenderness, thinness 

rouse: (v) provoke, excite, arouse, 
kindle, awaken, instigate, actuate, 
disturb, move, agitate, incite. 
ANTONYMS: (v) dampen, 
dishearten, suppress, douse, inhibit, 
stifle, quench 

roused: (adj) excited, awake, 
susceptible, emotional, elated, 
interested 

rousing: (adj) stirring, provocative, 
bracing, thrilling, inspiring, 
exhilarating, moving; (n) 
awakening, wakening, stimulation; 
(v) rouse. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
conciliatory, dull, relaxing 

ruddy: (adj) cherry, rubicund, rosy, 
flushed, florid, sanguine, reddish, 
glowing, blooming, crimson; (adj, 
adv) blushing 

rudely: (adv) crudely, coarsely, 
uncivilly, indelicately, impolitely, 
roughly, harshly, vulgarly, brutally, 
meanly, wildly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
respectfully, graciously, decently, 
civilly, properly, attentively, 
agreeably, tactfully, thoughtfully, 
acceptably, gently 

rudimentary: (adj) primary, basic, 
inchoate, fundamental, elementary, 
elemental, rudimental, embryonic, 
original, imperfect, incomplete. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) advanced, 
complex, developed 

rudiments: (n) grammar, 
fundamentals, elements, alphabet, 
abecedary, primer, vade mecum, 
bedrock, element, fundamental 
principle, rudiment 

ruffled: (adj) rippled, frilly, frilled, 
upset, disordered, excited, 
disconcerted, decorated, tousled, 
tangled, turbulent 

rugged: (adj, n) rough, jagged, 
ragged; (adj) difficult, rocky, tough, 
broken, robust, hilly, strong, craggy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) delicate, easy, 
smooth, flimsy, fragile, soft, weak, 
feeble 

ruining: (n) ruin, laying waste, 
devastation, wrecking, razing, 
damage, collapse, desolation, 
destruction, dilapidation; (adj) 
deleterious 

rumbling: (adj, n) grumbling; (n) 
grumble, noise, boom, thunder, roll, 
roar; (adj) hollow, low; (v) 
bombination, berloque 

ruminant: (n) prongbuck, giraffe, 
deer, chevrotain, cervid, pronghorn, 
camelopard, artiodactyl mammal, 
mouse deer, okapi; (adj) ruminal. 
ANTONYM: (adj) nonruminant 

ruminating: (adj) pensive, ruminal, 
ruminant; (n) abstraction 

runaway: (adj, n) renegade, 
delinquent; (n) deserter, romp, 
walkaway, refugee, absconder, 
runagate, escapee, laugher; (adj) 
decided. ANTONYM: (n) challenge 

rushes: (n) rush, grasses 
rushlight: (n) taper, candle, rush 

candle, bougie, firelight; (adj) 
candlelight, starlight 

rust: (v) corrode, eat, oxidise, tarnish, 
oxidize, gnaw; (n) decay, corrosion, 
fungus, oxidation; (adj) rusty 

rustic: (n) countryman, peasant; (adj) 
rural, pastoral, boorish, country, 
bucolic, provincial, hick, agrestic, 
countrified. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
town, urbane, cultured, city, 
sophisticated 

rustle: (n, v) whisper; (v) lift, buzz, 
steal, pilfer, whiz, pinch, abstract, 
thieve, purloin; (n) rustling 

rustling: (n) rustle, whispering, 
whisper, larceny; (adj) murmurous, 
susurrous, active, soughing 

sabbath: (n) day of rest, Saturday, 

vacation, recess, holiday, dies non, 
Pentecost, sabbat 

sacrament: (n) token, penance, rite, 
ritual, liturgy, symbol, communion, 
baptism, Eucharist, confirmation, 
ceremony 

sacredness: (n) sanctity, inviolability, 
godliness, saintliness, innocence, 
piety, devotion, blessedness, 
sanctitude, righteousness, goodness 

sacrifices: (n) holocaust 
sacrilegious: (adj) blasphemous, 

impious, disrespectful, heretical, 
irreligious, ungodly, godless, 
hardened, heterodox, wicked; (adj, 
v) irreverent. ANTONYM: (adj) 
pious 

saddened: (adj) sorry, sad, depressed, 
dejected, upset, dismayed, unhappy, 
dissatisfied, troubled, disillusioned, 
in a state. ANTONYM: (adj) 
satisfied 

sadder: (adj) doleful 
saddler: (n) shaper, maker 
sadducee: (n) Rosicrucian, gnostic, 

Sabian, Rabbist, rabbinist, magi, 
Hebrew, gymnosophist 

sagacious: (adj, v) judicious, prudent, 
discreet; (adj) rational, astute, acute, 
discerning, keen, perspicacious, 
intelligent, shrewd. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) foolish, stupid, dense 

saintship: (n) sainthood 
sallet: (n) helmet 
sallow: (adj) pasty, pallid, bloodless, 

sickly, wan, ashen, fair, white, 
tawny, sandy; (n) osier. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dark, glowing 

sanctioned: (adj) approved, 
legitimate, authorized, canonical, 
official, legal, accepted, canonic, 
orthodox; (v) allowed; (adj, v) 
privileged 

sanguine: (adj) hopeful, optimistic, 
bloody, rubicund, confident, 
crimson, cheerful, buoyant, 
sanguineous; (adj, n) red, florid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pessimistic, 
gloomy, doubtful 

sarcasm: (adj, n) irony, ridicule, 
satire, humor; (n) gibe, bitterness, 
jeer, scorn, insinuation, taunt; (adj) 
sarcastic. ANTONYM: (n) kindness 

sarcastic: (adj) sharp, poignant, 
caustic, bitter, biting, pungent, acid, 
acrimonious, ironical; (adj, v) 
derisive, satirical. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) sympathetic, pleasant, 
approving, kind, complimentary, 
mild, respectful 

sartor: (n) tailor, fitter, seamster, 
garment worker, garmentmaker, 
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garmentworker 
saucy: (adj, n) pert; (adj) bold, 

impudent, audacious, insolent, 
fresh, forward, impertinent, 
flippant, rude, brazen. ANTONYM: 
(adj) respectful 

saunter: (n, v) ramble, amble, walk, 
wander, promenade, hike; (adv, v) 
loiter, linger, lag; (v) roam, meander 

savin: (n) sabine, Juniperus Sabina, 
dwarf juniper, juniper, red cedar, 
ground cedar 

saviour: (n) deliverer, rescuer, savior, 
redeemer, Christ, saver, liberator, 
recoverer, messianic, Jesus Christ, 
Jesus 

sawyer: (n) labourer, manual laborer, 
sawer, sawyer beetle 

saxon: (adj) academical, pure, chaste, 
severe; (n) Englishman, Sassenach, 
Lowlander 

scaffolding: (n) frame, unit, system, 
skeleton, staging, centering, beam, 
echafaudage, racking 

scagliola: (n) paktong, albata, 
Britannia metal, false jewelry, 
German silver, paint, paste, ormolu 

scalded: (adj) scorched, overcooked, 
burnt. ANTONYM: (adj) underdone 

scandalous: (adj) infamous, 
disgraceful, ignominious, 
outrageous, opprobrious, shocking, 
disreputable, disgusting, 
dishonorable; (adj, v) base, foul. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) proper, seemly, 
honorable, appealing, 
complimentary, reputable, 
admirable 

scanning: (n) search, scan, 
photography 

scant: (adj) insufficient, scanty, 
skimpy, poor, few, inadequate, 
narrow, little; (adj, v) meager, bare; 
(v) skimp. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
plentiful, extensive 

scanty: (adj) insufficient, few, 
inadequate, bare, deficient, poor, 
narrow, scant, light; (adj, v) spare, 
lean. ANTONYMS: (adj) generous, 
abundant, ample, strong 

scar: (n, v) mark, blemish, seam, 
stain, brand; (n) cicatrix, cicatrice, 
defect, scratch, injury; (v) disfigure. 
ANTONYM: (v) enhance 

scarceness: (n) paucity, rareness, 
rarity, deficiency, lack, scarcity, 
insufficiency, want, infrequency, 
inadequacy, defect. ANTONYM: (n) 
plethora 

scars: (n) seams 
scatter: (n, v) spread, spray; (v) 

disperse, dispel, disseminate, 

distribute, break up, dissipate, 
sprinkle, circulate, diffuse. 
ANTONYMS: (v) collect, reform, 
attract, concentrate 

scattering: (n) diffusion, dissipation, 
dispersion, distribution, scatter, 
dissemination, sprinkle, sprinkling, 
strewing; (adj, n) spreading; (adj) 
distributive 

scented: (adj) fragrant, perfumed, 
aromatic, balmy, sweet, redolent, 
odoriferous, spicy, savory, smelling, 
angelical. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
scentless, smelly 

scentless: (adj) inodorous, odourless 
schoolmaster: (n) master, preceptor, 

pedagogue, headmaster, dominie, 
teacher, principal, educator, head, 
Lutjanus apodus, housemaster 

schoolroom: (n) nursery, class, 
lecture room, room 

scold: (v) reprimand, chide, berate, 
rebuke, abuse, lecture, reproach, 
rail, grouch; (n, v) nag; (adj, n) 
shrew. ANTONYMS: (v) praise, 
compliment, approve 

scolding: (n) rebuke, lecture, 
castigation, admonition, reproof, 
objurgation, chiding, dressing, 
jobation, scold, rating. ANTONYMS: 
(n) compliment, approval 

scorching: (adj) hot, sweltering, 
scalding, baking, broiling, boiling, 
sultry, stifling, torrid; (v) fiery, 
flaming. ANTONYMS: (adj) cold, 
fresh, cool 

scorn: (v) despise, contemn, reject; (n, 
v) ridicule, neglect, disregard, 
deride, slight; (n) contempt, 
derision, mockery. ANTONYMS: (n, 
v) respect, praise; (v) appreciate, 
revere, value, approve, admire, 
accept; (n) admiration, 
commendation, humility 

scorned: (adj) detested, hated, abject, 
neglected, contemptuous, 
despicable, insolent, undesirable, 
unloved, unpopular, mean 

scoundrel: (n, v) rascal; (n) knave, 
blackguard, cad, villain, ruffian, 
miscreant, crook, rapscallion, varlet, 
scalawag 

scouring: (n) scrub, scrubbing, 
cleansing, rub, cleaning, washing, 
erosion, mopping, hunt, cleanup, 
chaparral 

scowl: (n, v) glare, grimace, roar, 
sneer; (v) glower, pout, lower, sulk; 
(adj) black looks, mumps; (n) growl. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) grin 

scraping: (n) scrape, scratching, 
scratch, rub, sizing, rament, incision, 

mark, prick; (v) rubbing; (adj) 
grating 

scrapings: (n) surface biopsy 
scraps: (n) garbage, odds and ends, 

scrap, bits, food waste, leftover, 
trash, waste, oddments, leftovers, 
residue 

scratched: (adj) hurt, abraded, 
sgraffito, raw, dented, spoiled, 
damaged, injured 

scratching: (n) scrape, scraping, 
abrasion, mark, scar, poor 
handwriting, incision, excoriation, 
chicken feed; (adj) hoarse, abrasive 

screened: (adj) covered, shielded, 
sheltered, concealed, isolated, select, 
invisible, shady, hazy, secluded, not 
exposed 

screwdriver: (n) screw driver, 
turnscrew, screwdrivers, cocktail, 
hand tool, flat tip screwdriver 

scripture: (adj, n) gospel; (n) bible, 
book, Holy Writ, canon, writ, 
inscription, writing, Vulgate, fact, 
Holy Scripture 

scriptures: (n) scripture, Holy Bible 
scrub: (adj, v) scour, mop; (v) scrape, 

clean, rub, polish, cleanse; (n) brush, 
bush, scouring; (n, v) wash. 
ANTONYMS: (v) restore, dirty, 
insert 

scruples: (n) conscience, moral sense, 
sense of right and wrong, morality, 
ethical motive, principle, ethics, 
moral fiber, morals 

scrupulous: (adj) careful, punctilious, 
exact, conscientious, particular, 
painstaking, accurate, prudent, 
meticulous, rigorous, cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sloppy, 
unscrupulous, slapdash, relaxed, 
guilty, deceitful 

scuttle: (v) scurry, scamper, hasten, 
hurry, sink, post; (n, v) run; (n) 
hatchway, coal scuttle, opening, 
bucket 

scythe: (n) crotch, crutch, crane, 
elbow, ankle, fluke, groin, knee, 
zigzag; (n, v) sithe; (v) reap 

searchingly: (adv) closely, piercingly, 
cuttingly, inquisitively, 
penetratingly, trenchantly, acutely, 
exhaustively, curiously, inquiringly, 
exploratorily 

seasoned: (adj) veteran, flavoured, 
flavored, mature, ripe, versed, 
hardened, confirmed, practised, 
accustomed, sophisticated. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) green, 
unseasoned, inexperienced, mild 

seasoning: (n) flavor, flavoring, 
flavouring, seasoner, spice, dash, 
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salt, zest, sauce, relish, cardamon 
seating: (n) room, circle, parterre, 

parquet, orchestra, service, way, 
base, footing, housing, stand 

seaweed: (n) algae, wrack, tang, sea-
moss, seaware, sea wrack, heed, sea 
tang, seagrass, ware, reit 

seaworthy: (adj) oceangoing, sea, 
seagoing; (v) snug 

seer: (n) prophet, augur, diviner, 
oracle, forecaster, visionary, 
clairvoyant, illusionist, conjuror, 
idealist, predictor 

seizing: (v) seize; (n) seizure, 
clutches, prehension, taking, 
apprehension, capture, infection; 
(adj) catching, galling, controlling 

self-absorbed: (adj) egotistic, 
egocentric 

self-accusation: (n) regret 
self-command: (n) self-control, self-

government, self-restraint, 
discipline, presence 

self-consciousness: (n) 
embarrassment, inhibition 

self-denying: (adj) abstemious 
selfishly: (adv) egotistically, stingily, 

meanly, thoughtlessly, selfish, 
egocentrically, self-centeredly, 
greedily, unkindly, insensitively, 
inconsiderately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
thoughtfully, unselfishly, 
generously, kindly, warmly 

selfishness: (n) greed, egotism, 
greediness, meanness, individuality, 
opportunism, expedience, 
individualism, self, selfness, selfish. 
ANTONYMS: (n) altruism, 
selflessness, sensitivity, 
thoughtfulness, conformity, 
generosity 

self-mastery: (n) self-government, 
self-restraint, discipline 

self-possessed: (adj) calm, composed, 
level-headed, steady, imperturbable, 
serene, cool, collected, placid, 
unflappable, sober 

self-possession: (n) composure, 
poise, imperturbability, serenity, 
aplomb, coolness, balance, restraint, 
self-control, morale, presence 

self-reproach: (n) regret, repentance, 
shame, penitence, contrition, guilt 

self-respect: (n) pride, self-esteem, 
dignity, face, honesty 

self-seeking: (adj) selfish, sordid, 
self-centered, unscrupulous; (n) 
individualism, self-love, egoism 

selves: (pron) oneself 
semi: (n) articulated lorry, 

motortruck, rig, tractor trailer, 
trailer truck, truck, trucking rig, 

semitrailer; (adv) partly; (adj) 
fractional, similar 

semicircular: (adj) curved, 
semicircled, crescentic, crescent 

sensibility: (adj, n, v) feeling, notion; 
(n, v) sensation, appreciation, sense; 
(n) emotion, sensitivity, 
consciousness, perceptivity, 
awareness; (adj, n) sentiment. 
ANTONYM: (n) insensitivity 

sensitiveness: (n) sensitivity, 
susceptibility, antenna, sensibleness, 
feeler, responsiveness, keenness, 
sensation, acumen; (adj) softness, 
delicacy 

sensuous: (adj) sensitive, sensual, 
lush, luxurious, voluptuous, 
epicurean, carnal, sensational, sexy, 
esthetic, esthetical 

sentimentally: (adv) romanticly, 
romantically, gushingly, mushily, 
slushily, effusively, softly, 
maudlinly, silly, tenderly, 
mawkishly 

sepulchre: (n) mausoleum, burial, 
monument, repository, crypt, 
sepulture, burial chamber, tomb, 
bier; (v) inter, bury 

seraphic: (adj) cherubic, angelical, 
godlike, solemn, heavenly, celestial, 
holy, saintlike, lovable, mellifluous, 
mellisonant 

serene: (adj) peaceful, calm, quiet, 
placid, composed, impassive, clear, 
pacific, gentle, cool; (adj, v) tranquil. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) agitated, 
anxious, noisy, nervous, impatient, 
excitable, scatterbrained, harsh, 
boisterous, excited, disturbed 

serenely: (adv) calmly, composedly, 
quietly, placidly, stilly, steadily, 
impassively, peacefully, Pacifically, 
clearly, coolly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
nervously, agitatedly, boisterously, 
manically 

sermon: (n) discourse, oration, 
speech, address, homily, 
preachment, harangue, preaching, 
exhortation, predication; (n, v) 
lecture 

seth: (n) exercise set, circle, 
hardening, lot, readiness, set, bent, 
band 

setter: (n) typesetter, compositor, 
typographer, batt, beagle, nark, set, 
pointer, fink, bender, gun dog 

sewing: (n) embroidery, sew, 
needlecraft, stitch, stitching, 
fancywork, mend, gather, patch, 
gathering, binding 

sexton: (n) beadle, verger, almoner, 
Anne sexton, Suisse, gravedigger, 

church officer, caretaker 
shabby: (adj) poor, abject, mean, 

mangy, low, sorry, decrepit, worn, 
sordid, ragged; (adj, v) frayed. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pristine, elegant, 
opulent, honorable, decent, new, 
neat, comfortable, tasteful, strong, 
respectful 

shackle: (n, v) hamper, chain, 
handcuff, gyve, cramp, tether; (v) 
bind, hobble, manacle, confine; (n) 
bond. ANTONYMS: (v) free, 
facilitate, release 

shaded: (adj) dark, shads, sheltered, 
shadowed, umbrageous, twilight, 
sunless, subdued, soft, colored, 
darksome. ANTONYM: (adj) 
unshaded 

shading: (n) crosshatch, hatch, 
blending, hachure, shading 
correction, shadowing, nuance, 
eclipse, tinting, shade, adumbration 

shadowed: (adj) shady, shaded, 
shadowy, queer, dim, louche, funny, 
incensed, indignant, faint, fishy 

shadowy: (adj) indistinct, misty, 
dark, faint, obscure, hazy, gloomy, 
vague, shady, insubstantial, dusky. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clear, palpable, 
light, distinct, open 

shady: (adj) questionable, dark, fishy, 
doubtful, queer, suspicious, dim, 
uncertain, obscure, disreputable, 
dishonest. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
sunny, trustworthy, bright, 
reputable, aboveboard 

shaggily: (adv) unkemptly, 
beardedly, ruggedly, roughly, 
hairily, raggedly, hirsutely, furrily, 
bushily 

shaggy: (adj) bushy, hirsute, hairy, 
bearded, shagged, pilous, brushy, 
unkempt, hispid; (adj, n) ragged; (n) 
rugged. ANTONYMS: (adj) sleek, 
tidy 

shakes: (n) hangover, jitters, 
nervousness, tension, anxiety 

sham: (adj, adv, n, v) counterfeit; (adj, 
n, v) fake; (adj, v) pretend, put on; 
(adj, n) imitation, phony; (v) feign; 
(adj) false; (n) fraud, impostor, 
falsehood. ANTONYMS: (adj, v) 
real; (n) original, truth, truthfulness, 
honesty; (adj) valid 

shameful: (adj) scandalous, 
dishonorable, opprobrious, 
shocking, ignominious, 
disreputable, despicable; (adj, v) 
foul, base, gross, black. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) honorable, 
noble, dignified, admirable, 
faultless, reputable, glorious, 
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compassionate, praiseworthy, 
commendable, excellent 

shank: (n) haft, hilt, cannon, shaft, 
stem, leg, pole, helm, heft, serif, 
scale 

sharper: (n, v) cheat; (n) rogue, 
impostor, swindler, chiseler, 
deceiver, cheater, welsher, sharpie; 
(v) shark, fraud 

sharpness: (n, v) keenness, edge; (n) 
severity, bitterness, asperity, 
acumen, poignancy, pungency, 
quickness, perspicacity; (adj, n) 
roughness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
dullness, haziness, softness, 
slowness, indistinctness, gentleness, 
evenness, courtesy, blandness, 
stupidity, kindness 

shattering: (n) smashing, breakage; 
(adj) piercing, loud, ruinous, severe, 
grueling, earsplitting, dreadful, 
disastrous; (v) shatter. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) wonderful, fortunate 

shaven: (adj) bald, clipped, tonsured, 
not, smooth, hairless 

shavings: (n) residue, pencil 
shavings, chips, trash 

shawl: (n) wrap, mantle, cape, 
muffler, scarf, pall, mantlet Mantua, 
wrapper, kerchief, headscarf, stole 

sheared: (adj) Sheard, Shearn, cut 
shears: (n) clippers, clipper, shear, 

pair of scissors, snips, shearing 
machine, pruning shears; (adj, n) 
cutters 

shedding: (n) molting, abscission, 
fluffing, effusion, moulting, 
biological process, desquamation, 
sloughing, emission; (adj, n) peeling; 
(adj) flaking 

sheepfold: (n) sheepcote, sheep pen, 
pen, bend, congregation, crease, 
crimp, faithful, folding, pew; (v) 
range 

sheepish: (adj) coy, diffident, 
shamefaced, bashful, shy, guilty, 
embarrassed, nervous, skittish, 
faint-hearted, pusillanimous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unabashed, 
proud 

sheeting: (n) cover, sheathing, textile, 
cloth, canvas, bed linen, asbestos 
sheeting, oilcloth, material, fabric, 
plywood sheeting 

sheltering: (adj) defensive, affording 
protection, motherly; (n) housing 

shilling: (n) York shilling, Tanzanian 
shilling, British shilling, Kenyan 
shilling, Ugandan shilling, Somalian 
shilling, dock, cork, farthing, coin, 
cheat 

shilly-shally: (n) indecision, 

irresoluteness, irresolution, 
hesitance; (v) halt, vacillate, 
procrastinate, doubt, waste time; 
(adj) irresolute, hesitant 

shimmering: (adj) glittering, 
sparkling, gleaming, dazzling, 
lustrous, bright, iridescent, 
shimmery, flashing, glittery, 
glowing. ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, 
dim 

shiver: (n, v) shake, tremble, shudder, 
fragment, thrill, splinter, tingle; (v) 
quake, shatter, palpitate; (adj, v) 
break 

shod: (adj) shoed, calced, booted; (v) 
clad, costume. ANTONYM: (adj) 
discalced 

shoemaker: (n) bootmaker, 
dressmaker, cordwainer, boot 
maker, maker, shaper, souter, 
Crispin 

shoemaking: (n) cobbling, trade, craft 
shorten: (v) condense, reduce, 

abbreviate, clip, abridge, cut, curtail, 
cut back, contract, compress, dock. 
ANTONYMS: (v) expand, prolong, 
extend, complicate 

shortest: (adj) direct, brusk, brusque, 
choleric, curt, directer, hotheaded, 
least, irascible, lowest, most direct 

shorthorn: (n) calf, Durham, milch 
cow, heifer, cow, beef, beef cattle 

short-sighted: (adj) shortsighted, 
unwise, stupid, narrow-minded, 
crazy, ill-advised, half-baked, 
foolish, improvident 

showers: (n) rain 
shrank: (v) minify 
shrewish: (adj) choleric, passionate, 

fiery, peppery, mischievous, 
vixenish, peevish, wicked, quick-
tempered, sagacious, shrewd 

shriek: (n, v) screech, cry, shout, call, 
howl, yell, yowl, screak; (v) bellow, 
caterwaul, shrill. ANTONYM: (v) 
sigh 

shrink: (adj, v) recoil; (n, v) flinch, 
wince; (v) contract, shorten, lessen, 
diminish, cower, reduce, quail, 
decrease. ANTONYMS: (v) increase, 
enlarge, grow, stretch, swell, bloom, 
rise, inflate 

shrinking: (n) contraction, recoil, 
reduction, decrease, condensation; 
(n, v) lessening; (adj) timid, fearful, 
shy, bashful; (adj, adv) cowardly. 
ANTONYM: (adj) confident 

shrivelled: (adj) shriveled, withered, 
wizened, shrunken, sere, sear, thin, 
lean, dry, shrunk, dryer 

shroud: (adj, n, v) cover; (n, v) cloak, 
hide, conceal; (adj, n) shelter; (v) 

shield, envelop, enshroud; (n) 
covering, mantle, pall. ANTONYM: 
(v) disclose 

shrouded: (adj) hidden, covered, 
veiled, cloaked, secret, wearing a 
veil, unseen, ulterior, masked, 
enclosed, misty 

shrouding: (v) envelop 
shrunk: (adj) contracted, wizened, 

withered, shrivelled, shriveled, 
wizen, insipid, drawn grain, wearish 

shrunken: (adj) wizened, shrivelled, 
shrunk, withered, contracted, wizen, 
narrow, dried, thin, lean, sear. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) plump, bloated 

shudder: (adj, n, v) shake, quake, 
tremble; (n, v) quiver, twitch, thrill; 
(n) quivering, shivering, chill, 
frisson; (v) flutter 

shuddering: (adj, n) quivering, 
shaking; (adv) shudderingly; (n) 
cold sweat, tremor; (adj) rough, 
shaky, jumpy, quaking, shivery, 
bumpy. ANTONYM: (adj) smooth 

shuts: (adj) closed 
shutting: (n) closing, conclusion, end, 

closure, ending, finish, mop up, 
culmination, closedown; (adj) 
confining, claudent. ANTONYM: (n) 
opening 

shyly: (adv) timidly, shily, coyly, 
diffidently, timorously, with 
reserve, embarrassedly, clumsily, 
uncertainly, tentatively, 
unremarkably. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
boldly, brashly, brazenly, urbanely, 
conspicuously, confidently, 
decisively 

shyness: (n) diffidence, modesty, 
bashfulness, humility, shame, 
timidity, coyness, pudency, 
timorousness, backwardness, 
timidness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
sociability, brashness, confidence, 
urbanity, arrogance 

sicken: (v) repel, nauseate, revolt, 
disgust, pall, shock, offend, appall, 
scandalize, get sick, languish. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attract, delight 

sickened: (adj) aghast, horrified, 
appalled, shocked 

sickening: (adj) revolting, nauseous, 
offensive, repulsive, foul, 
nauseating, noisome, obnoxious, 
loathsome, repugnant, abominable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) attractive, 
pleasant, delightful, wholesome, 
light, appealing, wonderful 

sickly: (adj, adv) poorly; (n) invalid; 
(adj) sick, ailing, pale, sallow, 
indisposed, morbid, diseased; (adj, 
n, v) infirm; (adj, v) faint. 
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ANTONYMS: (adj) healthy, bitter, 
robust 

sideboard: (n) cupboard, closet, 
cellaret, credenza, cabinet, counter, 
locker, credence, press, snack bar, 
bin 

sideward: (adv) sidewards; (adj) side 
siesta: (n, v) snooze, doze; (n) sleep, 

rest, forty winks, slumber, catnap; 
(v) coma, dream, ecstasis, 
hibernation 

sieve: (v) filter, riddle, strain, shovel, 
mop, separate, broom; (n, v) sift; (n) 
strainer, sifter, colander 

sifting: (n) winnowing, scrutiny, 
hunt, judgment, winnow, 
separation; (v) sift; (adj) inquisitive 

signified: (n) common sense, 
acceptation, good sense, horse sense, 
mother wit, sensation, sense, 
sensory faculty, sentience, sentiency; 
(adj) implied 

signify: (n, v) intend, mark; (adj, n, v) 
import; (v) imply, indicate, denote, 
point, stand for, express, intimate, 
matter 

silenced: (adj) mute, muffled, 
disabled 

silken: (adj) glossy, silk, sleek, soft, 
satiny, satin, shiny, smooth, slick, 
downy, mild. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
coarse, dull, rough 

silks: (n) garment 
sill: (n) ledge, threshold, doorstep, 

rung, step, round, stone, 
cornerstone, sole, window sill, 
windowsill 

silvered: (adj) gray, silvery 
silvery: (adj) silvern, argent, bright, 

white, gray, rich, silverish, 
melodious, fair, Argentine, clear 

simmering: (n, v) boiling; (v) 
burning, inextinguishable, 
irrepressible, volcanic, hissing, 
peaceful; (n) decoction, cookery, 
cooking; (adj) active 

simper: (n, v) smile; (v) grin, sneer, 
leer, attitudinize, laugh; (n) 
expression 

simple-minded: (adj) silly, naive, 
stupid, foolish, guileless, dumb, 
plain, innocent, retarded, dull 

sinecure: (n) berth, plum, sitting 
duck, post, position, plum job, place, 
office, ecclesiastical benefice, cinch, 
benefice 

sinful: (adj) wicked, impious, bad, 
iniquitous, ungodly, depraved, 
immoral, profane, criminal, wrong, 
unholy. ANTONYMS: (adj) pious, 
virtuous, moral, right, pure 

singular: (adj, n) extraordinary; (adj) 

odd, individual, particular, peculiar, 
phenomenal, rare, queer, single, 
quaint, exceptional. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) ordinary, normal, together, 
usual, customary 

sinner: (n) criminal, miscreant, 
culprit, sinful, trespasser, 
transgressor, evildoer, magdalen, 
rascal, villain, sinners 

sipping: (n) imbibing, imbibition; 
(adj) libant 

sixpence: (n) bender, coin, teston, 
testern 

sketching: (n) art, cartographic 
sketching 

skewer: (v) spit, impale, spike, spear, 
pierce, transfix, prick; (n) corking 
pin, nail, brad, staple 

skimmed: (v) flet, flotten 
skimming: (n) grazing, shaving, 

dross, removal, corruption, 
embezzlement, graze, larceny, 
paring, tax evasion, remotion 

slack: (adj, v) loose, lax, remiss, slow, 
dull; (adj) indolent, negligent, idle, 
flaccid, limp, baggy. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) strict, taut, thorough, brisk, 
diligent, attentive, upright, prompt, 
meticulous; (v) tighten; (n) tautness 

slackness: (n) slack, laxness, 
negligence, carelessness, neglect, 
laziness, laxity, slump, softness, 
inattention, bagginess. 
ANTONYMS: (n) tightness, tone, 
strictness, firmness, attention 

slanting: (adj) oblique, sloping, 
diagonal, askew, slanted, aslant, 
aslope, awry, leaning, sloped; (adj, 
adv) sideways. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upright, direct 

slates: (n) tiling 
sleek: (adj) glossy, silky, shiny, 

slippery, silken, satiny, satin, even; 
(adj, v) slick, smooth; (v) polish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rough, shaggy, 
coarse 

sleepily: (adv) drowsily, slowly, 
somnolently, lethargically, lazily, 
sluggishly, dreamily, tiredly, 
indolently, torpidly, languorously. 
ANTONYM: (adv) vigorously 

sleepless: (adj) insomniac, lidless, 
vigilant, wakeful, awake, watchful, 
disturbed, alert, unquiet, uneasy, 
restive 

slighter: (adj) smaller, less 
slimness: (n) thinness, fineness, 

slightness, leanness, tenuity, 
delicacy, pettiness, narrowness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) width, thickness 

sling: (v) pitch, fling, hurl, dangle, 
chuck, toss, throw, heave; (adj) 

hang; (adj, v) suspend; (n, v) cast 
sloping: (adj, v) oblique, slope; (adj) 

slanting, inclined, slanted, diagonal, 
leaning, sloped; (adj, adv) aslope, 
aslant; (v) slant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
horizontal, upright 

slouching: (adj) clumsy, gross, rough, 
rude, rugged, awkward, slouchy, 
rickety, slumped 

slovenly: (adj) careless, untidy, 
sloppy, frowzy, dowdy, unkempt, 
negligent, frowsy, messy, 
disheveled; (adv) slatternly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, neat, 
diligent 

slowness: (n) dilatoriness, lethargy, 
lateness, backwardness, 
awkwardness, deliberation, 
dullness, sluggishness, stupidity, 
indolence; (adj, n) delay. 
ANTONYMS: (n) haste, quickness, 
rapidity, intelligence, cleverness, 
nimbleness, speediness, 
promptness, punctuality, vigor 

slumber: (n, v) rest, doze, snooze, 
nap, drowse, repose, catnap; (v) be 
asleep, kip, take a nap; (n) siesta 

slyly: (adv) craftily, artfully, secretly, 
furtively, slily, cleverly, 
surreptitiously, astutely, foxily, 
knavishly, sly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
brazenly 

smallpox: (n) pox, pock, small pox 
smarting: (adj) painful, burning, sore; 

(n) ache, pain, hurting, bite, 
throbbing, hurt, soreness, sting 

smeared: (adj) smudged, unclean, 
soiled, grubby, smirched, muddy, 
messy, smudgy, grimy, greasy 

smelling: (n) smell, flavor, scent, 
olfactory modality, sensing, sense of 
smell; (adj) redolent, scented, 
odorous, stinking, rotten 

smelt: (v) fuse, temper, anneal, to 
smelt, distill, refine, heat; (n) 
sparling, capelan, caplin, capelin 

smilingly: (adv, v) happily; (adv) 
brightly, cheerfully, jolly, joyfully, 
laughingly 

smirk: (n, v) simper, grin, grimace, 
beam; (v) leer, snicker, laugh; (adj) 
affected, smirky; (n) expression, 
grinning 

smitten: (adj, v) stricken; (adj) in love, 
crazy, enamored, struck, nuts, dotty, 
besotted, gaga, taken with, affected 

smock: (n) duster, shirt, chemise, 
gaberdine, sark, dust coat, overalls, 
dress, blouse, smicket, coverall 

smoother: (n) drum sander, electric 
sander, sander, power tool 

smoothing: (n) fine cutting, 
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smoothness, sleeking; (adj) sleek, 
even, not harsh, smooth porcelain, 
bland, not rough, moving equably, 
mild 

smooth-tongued: (adj) suave, 
hypocritical, oily 

smouldering: (adj) live, angry 
snail: (v) sluggard, loiterer, lingerer, 

pull together; (n) conch, 
hodmandod, gastropod, garden 
snail, edible snail, dodman; (adj) 
whelked 

snarl: (n, v) tangle, growl, knot, 
muddle, yap, howl, bark; (adj, v) 
snap; (v) entangle; (n) kink, maze. 
ANTONYMS: (v) facilitate, undo 

snarled: (adj) tangled, gnarly, 
knobbed, complex, twisted, snarly, 
gnarled, matted, untidy, knotty 

snatch: (n, v) pinch, snap, catch, grip; 
(v) abduct, clutch, kidnap, seize, 
jerk, capture, pluck. ANTONYM: (v) 
release 

snatching: (n) capture 
sneer: (n, v) deride, jeer, scorn, flout, 

ridicule, scoff, mock, leer, grimace, 
gird; (n) smirk 

sneeringly: (adv) disdainfully, 
contemptuously, derisively, 
superciliously, snidely, scornfully, 
disrespectfully, condescendingly, 
sarcastically, sneering 

snowdrop: (n) daffodil, narcissus, 
Amaryllidaceae, family 
Amaryllidaceae, wood anemone, 
amaryllis family, anemone 

snuff: (v) smell, kill, douse, slay, 
scent, snuffle, bump off, smother, 
snort; (adj) tobacco, nicotine 

snug: (adj, v) cosy, trim; (adj) cozy, 
easy, comfy, tight, close, warm, 
secure, homely; (v) neat. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) baggy, 
uncomfortable, unwelcoming, bleak, 
formal, loose 

snugly: (adv) cozily, cosily, 
comfortably, closely, tightly, 
pleasantly, compactly, neatly, 
conveniently, homely, trimly 

soaked: (adj) wet, drenched, sopping, 
soggy, soaking, drunk, wet through, 
soaking wet, damp, sloshed; (adj, v) 
sodden. ANTONYM: (adj) dry 

sobbing: (adj) crying, weeping, 
weepy, tearful; (n) lamentation, 
shortness of breath, shit, prick, 
motherfucker, tear, lament 

soberly: (adv) seriously, gravely, 
staidly, solemnly, temperately, 
somberly, sedately, modestly, 
severely, sanely, calmly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) cheerfully 

sobriquet: (n) nickname, cognomen, 
moniker, soubriquet, byname, 
appellation, monicker, handle, 
name, title, surname 

socialistic: (adj) common 
socratic: (adj) inquiring 
softened: (adj) diffused, muffled, 

muted, quiet, slow, touched, 
sluggish, soften, pultaceous, 
subdued, low-key 

soft-hearted: (adj) sympathetic, 
tender, warm, lenient, 
compassionate, merciful, clement, 
sentimental 

soft-heartedness: (n) compassion, 
mercy, sentiment 

softness: (n) mildness, kindness, 
flabbiness, flaccidity, suavity, 
downiness, gentleness, tenderness, 
faintness; (adj, n) delicacy; (adj) 
smoothness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
rigidity, hoarseness, brightness, 
hardness, volume, harshness, tone, 
noise, heaviness, firmness, loudness 

soiled: (adj) grubby, dirty, nasty, 
grimy, unclean, filthy, muddy, 
black, mucky, polluted, foul. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pure, 
immaculate 

sojourn: (adj, v) reside, inhabit; (n) 
residence, abode; (adj, n, v) stay; (v) 
remain, lodge, abide, live; (n, v) 
delay, domicile 

solemnity: (n) seriousness, sobriety, 
earnestness, formality, ceremony, 
impressiveness, austerity, 
sedateness, display, pomp, 
grandeur. ANTONYMS: (n) humor, 
levity, cheerfulness, understatement 

solemnly: (adv) earnestly, gravely, 
majestically, stately, sternly, staidly, 
thoughtfully, soberly, formally, 
ceremoniously, importantly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) cheerfully, 
flippantly 

solitude: (n) desolation, loneliness, 
seclusion, privacy, aloneness, 
isolation, retirement, lonesomeness, 
retreat, desert, solitariness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) companionship, 
closeness 

solomon: (n) solon, shining light, 
Magnus Apollo, magi, luminary, 
esprit fort, authority, Nestor 

solvency: (n) solvability, economic 
condition, solvent power, financial 
solvency. ANTONYM: (n) 
insolvency 

sombre: (adj) dismal, dreary, dark, 
shadowy, mournful, morose, 
murky, gloomy, sober, dull, glum 

someway: (adv) someways, in some 

manner, in some way, one way or 
another, for some reason 

sonorous: (adj) rotund, resonant, 
clear, rich, resounding, harmonious, 
round, full, ringing, vibrant, sonant. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shrill, thin 

soothe: (n, v) comfort, allay, console, 
solace; (v) alleviate, palliate, ease, 
calm, mitigate; (adj, v) appease; (adj, 
n, v) assuage. ANTONYMS: (v) 
upset, irritate, aggravate, annoy, 
intensify, worry, enrage, scare, 
provoke, incite, disturb 

soothed: (adj) composed 
soothing: (adj) calming, soft, smooth, 

pacifying, quiet, restful, bland, calm, 
assuasive; (adj, n) softening; (n) 
alleviation. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
upsetting, disturbing, hostile, scary, 
worrying, stimulating, exasperating, 
annoying, invigorating, painful, 
intimidating 

soothingly: (adv) softly, quietly, 
calmingly, lullingly, lightly, 
tenderly, kindly, blandly, calmly, 
comfortingly, sedatively 

sorcerer: (n) magician, magus, 
necromancer, enchanter, conjurer, 
wizard, conjuror, sorcer , diviner, 
exorciser, exorcist 

sorceress: (n) sorcerer, witch, 
magician, enchanter, warlock, 
wizard, lamia, necromancer 

sordid: (adj) ignoble, nasty, foul, 
filthy, grimy, base, cheap, 
despicable, dishonorable, mucky, 
low. ANTONYMS: (adj) respectable, 
pleasant, wholesome, reputable, 
honorable, clean, attractive, humane 

sorely: (adv) severely, tenderly, 
madly, very, greatly, highly, most, 
distressingly, extremely, hard, 
sensitively 

sorrel: (n) russet buff, shamrock, 
carroty, goatsfoot, oxalis, murrey, 
common sorrel, brown, pier, red 
sorrel, reddish brown 

sorrowful: (adj) melancholy, doleful, 
sad, rueful, lugubrious, gloomy, 
dreary, grievous, piteous, unhappy, 
mournful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
cheerful, content, joyful, successful 

sorrowfully: (adv) dolefully, 
mournfully, gloomily, woefully, 
unhappily, sorrily, ruefully, 
dejectedly, grievously, forlornly, 
contritely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
happily, unrepentantly, joyfully, 
cheerfully 

sorrowing: (adj) sorrowful, grieving, 
mournful, distressed, bereft, 
bereaved, unhappy, lamenting, 
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regretful, sad; (n) cry. ANTONYM: 
(adj) joyful 

souse: (n, v) soak; (adj, v) plunge, 
immerse; (v) douse, drench, 
saturate, dunk, duck; (n) drunk, sot, 
drenching 

sowed: (adj) sown 
sown: (adj) sowed, seeded, planted, 

sative 
spade: (v) grub, delve, scoop, 

excavate; (n) nigger, coon, nigra, 
jigaboo, boy, black person, spit 

spaniel: (n) sycophant, beagle, 
harrier, clumber, bootlicker, 
springer, groveller, gun dog, 
groveler; (v) snob, lapdog 

sparing: (adj, n) economical, saving; 
(adj, v) scanty, poor, chary, meager, 
parsimonious, spare, moderate; (adj) 
thrifty, careful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spendthrift, generous, wasteful, 
extravagant 

sparingly: (adv) frugally, 
economically, parsimoniously, 
cautiously, thriftily, prudently, 
meagerly, sparely, poorly, stingily, 
moderately. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
amply, extravagantly, thickly, 
liberally, generously, densely, 
wastefully 

sparkling: (adj, v) effervescent; (adj) 
bright, brilliant, radiant, glittery, 
bubbly, glittering, scintillating, 
shining, scintillant; (n) sparkle. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dull, dirty, 
lifeless, lethargic 

sparrow: (n) hedge sparrow, 
sparrows, passerine, house sparrow, 
accentor, true sparrow, spur, snag, 
passeriform bird, incitement 

spat: (n, v) squabble, altercation, tiff, 
bicker, dispute, wrangle, row; (n) 
gaiter, argument, bickering, fuss. 
ANTONYM: (n) agreement 

specifics: (n) details, facts 
speck: (adj, n) point, atom, particle; 

(n) blot, flaw, smudge, blotch, 
blemish, grain, mote, dot. 
ANTONYM: (n) lot 

specked: (adj) speckled, flecked, 
stippled, dashed 

speckled: (adj) dotted, mottled, 
piebald, specked, spotty, freckled, 
spotted, multicolored, flecked, 
brindled, blotchy. ANTONYM: (adj) 
limited 

speckless: (adj) clean, immaculate, 
impeccable, spick, spic, faultless, 
cleaner 

spectator: (n) eyewitness, observer, 
onlooker, witness, audience, 
beholder, viewer, watcher, 

spectators, looker, ogler. 
ANTONYM: (n) player 

spectre: (n) phantasm, shadow, 
shade, phantom, apparition, ghost, 
spook, wraith, revenant, terror, 
eidolon 

speculating: (n) conception 
speedily: (adj, adv) quickly, quick, 

immediately; (adv) rapidly, 
promptly, hastily, swiftly, fast, 
apace, hurriedly, fleetly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) later, eventually 

speller: (n) poor speller, good speller, 
writer, spelling checker, book 

spill: (n, v) overflow, fall, drop, flow, 
stream; (v) shed, empty, upset, pour, 
slop, cast 

spinach: (adj) green, stylish, popular; 
(n) Spinacia oleracea, spinage, 
mode, Spinacia, spinach plant, 
hypocrisy, fashion, greens 

spinsterhood: (n) singleness, single, 
bachelorship, marital status, chastity 

spirited: (adj) animated, frisky, 
energetic, racy, bold, gritty, quick, 
enthusiastic, dashing, peppy, brave. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) spiritless, 
lifeless, feeble, cowardly, apathetic, 
lethargic, spineless, dull, solemn, 
sluggish, lackluster 

spiritualism: (n) table turning, 
spiritualist, spiritism, spirituality, 
belief, church property, 
otherworldliness, spirit rapping, 
telepathy, transcendentalism 

spite: (n) malice, grudge, hatred, 
malevolence, rancour, venom, 
rancor, maliciousness, ill will, 
animosity; (n, v) pique. 
ANTONYMS: (v) please; (n) 
benevolence, goodwill, love, 
affection, harmony 

spleen: (n) spite, anger, resentment, 
rage, lien, malice, bitterness, 
rancour, huff, grudge, rancor. 
ANTONYM: (n) affection 

splendour: (n) pomp, magnificence, 
lustre, splendor, luster, brilliancy, 
resplendence, luxury, grandeur, 
grandness, brilliance 

spoiled: (adj) bad, rotten, stale, spoil, 
coddled, pampered, corrupt, 
damaged, spoilt, putrid, rancid. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unspoiled 

spoils: (n) prize, stolen goods, booty, 
plunder, haul, swag, pickings, 
trophy, boodle, prize money, 
treasure 

spoilt: (adj) spoiled, blighted, be 
stunted, destroyed, unsound, 
corrupt, disordered, reproduced 
fraudulently, defective, defiled, big 

sponging: (n) shrinking, bath; (adj) 
scrounging, bloodsucking, 
freeloading, leechlike 

spotless: (adj) faultless, clean, 
innocent, pure, guiltless, flawless, 
chaste, perfect, impeccable, 
unblemished, stainless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dirty, messy, 
blemished, filthy, soiled, shameful, 
tainted, guilty, blameworthy, 
impure, imperfect 

spotty: (adj) uneven, mottled, 
dappled, speckled, patchy, 
inconsistent, blotchy, greasy, thinly 
scattered, thin, rare. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) smooth, consistent, uniform 

spout: (n, v) jet, spurt, squirt, spirt, 
outlet; (v) gush, burst; (n) nozzle, 
pipe, nose, flow 

sprig: (n) branch, scion, twig, spray, 
bough, limb, sprout, staff, shillelah, 
bludgeon, brier 

sprightliness: (adj, n) liveliness; (n) 
alacrity, briskness, airiness, agility, 
exuberance, enthusiasm, spirit, 
buoyancy, life, jauntiness 

sprinkled: (adj) scattered, speckled, 
wet, dotted 

sprite: (n) fairy, imp, pixie, gnome, 
faerie, leprechaun, brownie, hob, 
ghost, nymph, dwarf. ANTONYM: 
(n) unfairness 

sprouting: (n) germination, growth, 
shooting, ontogenesis, maturation; 
(adj) growing, evolving, green, 
embryonic, emergent, nascent 

spud: (n) Irish potato, potato, white 
potato, tater, murphy; (v) burgeon 
forth, shoot, germinate, sprout, 
pullulate, bourgeon 

spun: (adj) spined; (v) rotate, revolve 
spurring: (n) spur, goad, prodding, 

prod, goading, gad, encouragement, 
branch line, acceleration, urging, 
spine 

squashy: (adj) soft, sloppy, mushy, 
yielding, muddy, pulpy, soggy, 
ductile, pliable, limp, elastic. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) firm, hard, 
unyielding 

squat: (adj) short, chunky, stumpy, 
squatty, thick, low; (v) crouch, 
perch, sit, hunker down, bend. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) slender, tall, 
slight 

squeaking: (adj) creaking, screaky, 
screechy, squeaky, squealing, 
creaky; (n) squeak 

squeamish: (adj) fastidious, finicky, 
delicate, queasy, dainty, prudish, 
prissy, finical, difficult, touchy, 
overnice 
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squint: (n) look, strabismus, cast; (v) 
leer, skew, blink, squinch; (adj) 
sidelong, askant, cross-eyed, asquint 

squinting: (n) strabismus; (adj) 
closed 

squire: (n, v) escort; (n) landlord, 
gallant, attendant, beau, gentleman, 
esquire, landowner, landholder, 
armiger; (v) attend 

squirrel: (n) hackee, spermophile, 
baranduki, burunduki, gopher, 
baronduki, barunduki, collector; (v) 
bank, conserve; (adj) courser 

squirrels: (n) squirrel, mice, beavers, 
agoutis, marmots, gophers, guinea 
pigs, hamsters, rats, Rodentia, order 
Rodentia 

staccato: (adj) disconnected, split, 
confused, disjointed, disordered, 
disunited, fragmented, garbled, 
illogical; (adv) legato, affettuoso 

stacked: (adj) buxom, curvaceous, 
prepared, shapely, voluptuous 

stag: (v) spy, peach, denounce; (n) 
buck, dog, boar, cock, deer, roe, doe, 
reynard 

staggering: (adj) astounding, 
amazing, incredible, inconceivable, 
prodigious, marvelous, startling, 
ghastly, shocking, remarkable, 
extraordinary. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unremarkable, normal, lovely, 
comforting 

staid: (adj, v) serious, sedate, grave, 
solemn, sober, demure; (adj) calm, 
quiet, composed, somber, decorous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) frivolous, 
exciting, funny, daring, playful, 
bright, relaxed 

stalking: (n) deerstalking, hunting, 
chaff, harassment, still hunt, shuck, 
pestering, pursuit, husk, nuisance, 
angry walk 

stalwart: (adj) brawny, brave, sturdy, 
strapping, resolute, hardy, 
powerful, sinewy, firm, stout, 
courageous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unreliable, weak, inconstant, feeble, 
delicate, cowardly, uncommitted 

stalwartness: (n) adiposis, 
overweight, corpulence, bravery, 
strength, stalworthness, stoutness, 
boldness, daring 

stamen: (n) thrum, reproductive 
structure, backbone, stamina 

stamping: (n) impression, blocking, 
coin, postage, stamping of rail 

standstill: (n) impasse, deadlock, 
cessation, pause, halt, stagnation, 
inaction, stay, stop, interruption; 
(adj, n) stand. ANTONYM: (n) 
progress 

starch: (v) stiffen; (adj) stiff, glair; (n) 
cornstarch, arrowroot, arum, 
cornflour, sago, manioc, cassava, 
vitality 

starlight: (n) rushlight, moonlight, 
firelight, candlelight 

starred: (adj) marked 
startle: (n, v) start, jump; (v) frighten, 

scare, astonish, shock, astound, 
amaze, shake, threaten, electrify. 
ANTONYM: (v) soothe 

startling: (adj) wonderful, shocking, 
surprising, striking, alarming, 
appalling, marvellous, dramatic, 
frightful, sensational, lurid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unremarkable, 
soothing, comforting 

starve: (v) fast, crave, lust, hunger, 
thirst, perish, be hungry, deprive, 
benumb; (adj, v) pinch; (adj) gripe. 
ANTONYMS: (v) feed, eat 

stateliness: (n) loftiness, 
magnificence, dignity, nobility, 
splendor, grandeur, greatness, 
grandness, starched stateliness, 
impressiveness, decorum. 
ANTONYM: (n) simplicity 

stately: (adj) solemn, imposing, 
elegant; (adj, v) noble, dignified, 
grand, proud, great; (adj, adv) regal, 
majestic, royal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
boisterous, humble, modest, lowly 

stature: (n) height, altitude, standing, 
tallness, prestige, figure, growth, 
status, quality, rank, greatness 

stead: (n) behalf, room, lieu, spot, 
location, station, space, seat, 
position, office, locality 

steadfast: (adj, v) solid, firm, 
permanent, loyal, fast, fixed, 
immovable, faithful; (adj) resolute, 
determined, steady. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) irresolute, disloyal, unreliable, 
undependable, uncommitted, weak, 
transient, fickle, compliant, 
acquiescent, inconstant 

steadiness: (adj, n) stability, firmness, 
steadfastness; (n) regularity, 
equilibrium, consistency, resolution, 
permanence, persistence, sureness; 
(adj) stableness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
unsteadiness, instability, 
unreliability 

steaming: (adj) hot, sweltering, 
roasting, baking, hot under the 
collar, hazy, scorching; (adv) piping; 
(n) fumigation 

steeple: (adj, n) spire, tower; (n) 
campanile, minaret, turret, dome; 
(adj) pyramid, column, obelisk, 
monument, pillar 

steeplechase: (n) ski jump, run, foot 

race, footrace, horse race 
sternly: (adv) severely, strictly, 

austerely, harshly, rigidly, grimly, 
rigorously, stringently, seriously, 
relentlessly, solemnly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) leniently, 
lightheartedly, kindly, warmly, 
cheerfully 

stile: (n) bar, flight of stairs, upright, 
vertical, step, barrier, montant 

stillness: (n) hush, calmness, 
immobility, serenity, silence, 
quietness, peacefulness; (adj, n) 
calm, quiet, peace, still. 
ANTONYMS: (n) bustle, movement, 
uproar, motion, turbulence, turmoil, 
vigor, disturbance, chaos, agitation 

stinginess: (n) meanness, parsimony, 
closeness, niggardliness, illiberality, 
frugality, miserliness, economy, 
selfishness, greediness; (adj, n) 
parsimoniousness. ANTONYM: (n) 
extravagance 

stinging: (adj) cutting, bitter, piquant, 
prickling; (adj, v) caustic, acrid, 
piercing, poignant, biting, pungent, 
keen. ANTONYMS: (adj) stingless, 
gentle 

stitching: (n) seam, needlework, 
stitch, needlecraft, mending, 
darning, suturing, suture, cover, 
edging, wire stitching 

stoat: (n) ermine, weasel, polecat, 
shorttail weasel 

stocking: (n) hosiery, boothose, trunk 
hose, supplying, stocking level, 
tights, silk stocking, nylons, nylon 
stocking, rayon stocking; (adj) 
stockinged 

stolid: (adj) impassive, obtuse, 
stupid, heavy, doltish, bovine, 
insulse, expressionless, shallow, 
petty, apathetic. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
emotional, imaginative, exciting 

stony: (adj) rocky, hard, rough, 
callous, cold, pitiless, flinty, 
unfeeling, obdurate, bleak, icy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) smooth, kind 

stoop: (v) crouch, bend, deign, 
condescend, descend, squat, couch, 
cringe, lean, lower oneself; (n) 
porch. ANTONYM: (v) straighten 

stooped: (adj) hunched, stoop, 
stooping, crooked, bended, not 
straight, inclined, not erect, arched, 
asymmetrical, droopy 

stooping: (adj) hunched, crooked, 
asymmetrical, not erect, not straight, 
corrupt; (n) patronage 

stormy: (adj, n) inclement, boisterous, 
rough, severe; (adj) fierce, windy, 
wild, dirty, foul, tempestuous, 
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blustering. ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
still, pleasant, fair, mild, relaxed 

stowing: (n) stow, pack, storeroom, 
gobbing, storage, storage room, 
stowed goaf 

straddling: (prep) on both sides of, 
with a leg on each side of; (adj) 
astride 

straighten: (v) tidy, unbend, neaten, 
square away, extend, dress, adjust, 
stretch, unwind, right, straight. 
ANTONYMS: (v) bend, sink, 
withdraw, align, stoop, distort, 
confuse, complicate, tilt 

straining: (n) effort, push, exertion, 
distortion, overrefinement, tension, 
endeavor, torture, twisting; (adj) 
arduous; (v) tighten 

straitened: (n) necessitous, pinched, 
distressed, put to it; (adj) narrow, 
poor, destitute, selfish, narrow 
views, exact, near 

strangled: (adj) smothered, 
completely covered, muffled, 
suppressed; (v) bowstringed 

strap: (n, v) lash, whip; (n) strop, 
leash, rein, shoulder strap, band, 
bar; (v) bind, flog; (adj, n) tie. 
ANTONYM: (v) untie 

strapped: (adj) impecunious, poor, 
penniless, late, poverty-stricken, 
short of money, impoverished, 
destitute, insolvent, indigent 

strapping: (adj) brawny, burly, lusty, 
beefy, husky, powerful, robust, 
hefty, stout, strong; (n) strap. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) puny, weak, 
frail, feeble, delicate, slim 

stratagem: (n) scheme, ruse, plan, 
trick, dodge, ploy; (n, v) contrivance, 
maneuver, deceit, intrigue; (adj, n) 
artifice 

strawberries: (n) genus Fragaria, 
Fragaria 

streak: (n, v) ray, dash, mark, flash; 
(adj, n) stripe; (n) band, beam, run, 
bar, groove, gleam 

streaked: (adj) veined, striped, 
streaky, brindled, lined, mottled, 
virgated, patterned; (v) areolar, 
cancellated, grated 

streaky: (adj) striate 
streaming: (adj) flowing, flapping, 

detached, incoherent, baggy, slack, 
relaxed, loose, lax; (n) cyclosis; (v) 
disheveled 

strenuous: (adj) arduous, energetic, 
hard, grueling, active, keen, tough, 
eager, dynamic, forward, difficult. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) weak, 
undemanding, refreshing, effortless, 
feeble, light 

stricken: (adj) smitten, struck, beaten, 
laid low, affected, hurt, low, 
impaired, dotty; (v) heavy laden, 
victimized 

striped: (adj) stripy, brindled, 
variegated, lined, banded, virgated, 
zoned, paled, with stripes 

strive: (v) endeavor, contend, contest, 
struggle, fight, attempt, combat, 
strain, work, aspire, aim 

striving: (n) nisus, pains, endeavor, 
strife, try, strain, attempt, strive, 
ambition, struggle, exertion. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unmotivated 

stroking: (v) caress, strike, blow; (n) 
cam stroke, feeling, effleurage, 
diagonal, CVA, commendation, 
glide, slash 

strut: (adj, n, v) swagger; (n, v) stalk, 
prance, stride, support; (n) buttress, 
brace, prop; (v) parade, boast, cock. 
ANTONYM: (v) conceal 

strutting: (n) boasting, stiffening, 
bracing; (adj) boastful 

stubbly: (adj) bestubbled, stubby, 
bristly, thick, bearded, wiry, coarse, 
hairy, unshaven 

stucco: (n, v) plaster; (n) mortar, 
solder, birdlime, gum, lute, putty, 
size, paste; (v) whitewash, coat 

stud: (n, v) knob, boss, button; (v) 
dot, nail, sprinkle, constellate; (n) 
rivet, scantling, peg, stallion 

studded: (adj) muricated, bristling, 
peopled, crowded, manifold, 
multinominal, multiple, multiplied, 
multitudinous, populous; (v) 
freckled 

studious: (adj) scholarly, bookish, 
academic, assiduous, erudite, 
diligent, learned, careful, deliberate; 
(adj, v) thoughtful, reflective. 
ANTONYM: (adj) negligent 

stumbling: (adj) lurching, 
astounding, hesitant, halting, 
awkward, astonishing, maladroit, 
clumsy, weaving; (adv) stumblingly; 
(n) hesitation. ANTONYM: (adj) 
firm 

stupefied: (adj) stunned, amazed, 
astonished, bewildered, astounded, 
dumbfounded, stupid, confused, 
flabbergasted, dumfounded, groggy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) precise, 
unimpressed 

stupidity: (n) foolishness, nonsense, 
obtuseness, dullness, fatuity, 
absurdity, stolidity, slowness, 
denseness, idiocy, imbecility. 
ANTONYMS: (n) sense, logic, 
cleverness, shrewdness, wisdom, 
ability 

sturdily: (adv) strongly, firmly, 
stoutly, solidly, robustly, hardily, 
powerfully, soundly, hardly, 
substantially, stalwartly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) lightly, flimsily, 
slightly 

subdue: (adj, n, v) conquer; (v) 
overpower, crush, defeat, quell, 
quash, suppress, restrain; (n, v) 
reduce; (adj, v) repress; (adv, v) 
control. ANTONYMS: (v) incite, 
enliven, resist, submit 

subdued: (adj) quiet, muffled, dull, 
restrained, muted, tame, faint, 
repressed, low, meek; (adj, v) 
resigned. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enthusiastic, lively, uninhibited, 
unsubdued, rebellious, noisy, bright, 
elaborate, frivolous, upbeat 

subduing: (adj) aggressively 
haughty, conquering, domineering, 
insolent, overbearing, overcoming, 
overpowering, repressing, 
suppressive; (n) bondage, 
oppression 

sublime: (adj, v) majestic; (adj) 
dignified, grand, lofty, magnificent, 
elevated, noble, exalted, glorious; (v) 
sacred, sublimate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) poor, ridiculous 

sublimely: (adv) majestically, loftily, 
solemnly, eminently, stately, 
grandly, heroicly, heroically, 
exaltedly, superbly, proudly 

submissive: (adj) obedient, passive, 
meek, dutiful, obsequious, docile, 
compliant, resigned, subject, lowly, 
servile. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
assertive, resistant, disobedient, 
defiant, obstinate, rebellious, wild, 
intractable, proactive; (adv) bossily 

submissively: (adv) meekly, 
subserviently, compliantly, 
passively, deferentially, tamely, 
obsequiously, yieldingly, slavishly, 
acquiescently, dutifully. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) forcefully, 
aggressively, wildly, defiantly, 
assertively 

submitting: (n) submission, 
delegation; (v) submit; (adj) ductile 

subsiding: (n) settling, subsidence, 
remission, remittal, cave in, sinking; 
(adj) decreasing 

subsist: (v) exist, be, survive, abide, 
last, reside, live on, dwell, obtain, 
continue, breathe. ANTONYM: (v) 
perish 

subtraction: (n) minus, withdrawal, 
reduction, diminution, discount, tax 
deduction, abatement; (n, v) 
addition, multiplication, division; 
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(v) subtract. ANTONYMS: (n) 
addition, estimation, credit 

suck: (v) nurse, drink, imbibe, suckle, 
absorb, lactate, puff, drain, pull, 
suck up; (n) sucking. ANTONYM: 
(v) rock 

sucking: (n) suck, intake, uptake, 
aspiration, ingestion, consumption 

suckling: (n) infant, babe, baby, 
nursling, sucker, weanling, yearling, 
greenhorn, nursing, parasite; (adj) 
lactant 

suddenness: (n) steepness, hastiness, 
precipitance, precipitancy, 
precipitateness, sudden, 
craggedness, surprise, 
precipitousness, brusqueness, 
curtness 

suffused: (adj) distributed, covered, 
full 

sugared: (adj) sweetened, sugary, 
seraphic, mellifluous, mellisonant, 
odoriferous, odorous, gratifying, 
scented, fresh, sickly. ANTONYM: 
(adj) bitter 

sugary: (adj) saccharine, luscious, 
syrupy, sweet, dulcet, mawkish, 
candied, sugared, honeyed, fairly 
sweet, sticky. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
clean, sugarless 

sulky: (adj) gloomy, grouchy, 
morose, surly, peevish, moody, 
dismal, cross, petulant, crabby; (adj, 
v) glum. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
resigned, cheerful; (n) cheeriness 

sullen: (adj, n) morose, sulky, sour; 
(adj) gloomy, gruff, glum, moody, 
dark, cross, surly; (adj, v) grim. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bright, cheery; 
(n) cheeriness 

sultan: (n) Soudan, Soldan, ruler, 
Grand Turk, czar, Ceasar, kaiser, 
tsar, dictator 

summertime: (n) summer, season 
summon: (v) assemble, convene, 

demand, ask, invoke, evoke, invite, 
muster, page, rally, convoke. 
ANTONYM: (v) disband 

summoning: (n) induction, 
conjuration, conjuring, conjury, 
demand, elicitation, adjuration, 
exhortation 

sunbeam: (n) sunshine, shaft, sunray, 
beam, shaft of light, sunlight, ray of 
light, moonbeam, light beam, light, 
beam of light 

sunbeams: (n) sunshine, light, 
daylight, rays 

sundered: (v) subjugated, ruined 
financially, rough, subdued, 
humbled, cracked, not continuous, 
strained, disunited, disconnected, 

contrite 
sunken: (adj) concave, depressed, 

submerged, empty, underwater, 
cavernous, recessed, gaunt, low, 
depression, submarine. ANTONYM: 
(adj) convex 

sunlit: (adj) bright, light, sunstruck, 
lighter. ANTONYM: (adj) dark 

sunrise: (n) dawn, sunup, daybreak, 
daylight, aurora, first light, 
dayspring, twilight, dawning, break 
of day, crack of dawn. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sunset, sundown, nightfall 

superfluity: (n) plethora, 
redundancy, superabundance, 
nimiety, overabundance, overplus, 
embarrassment, redundance, 
extravagance, surplus, glut. 
ANTONYM: (n) shortfall 

superfluous: (adj, v) spare; (adj) 
needless, extra, excess, excessive, 
unnecessary, surplus, pointless, 
superabundant, supernumerary, 
supererogatory. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
indispensable, important, essential, 
basic, pertinent 

superintend: (v) oversee, manage, 
direct, administer, control, run, 
supervise, govern, handle, overlook, 
inspect 

superintendence: (n) oversight, 
direction, management, inspection, 
control, government, surveillance, 
supervising, care, guidance, 
invigilation 

superintending: (adj) administrative, 
overseeing, superintendent 

superlative: (adj) matchless, greatest, 
excellent, peerless, outstanding, 
supreme, maximum, highest; (n) 
peak; (adj, n) top; (adv) most. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unexceptional, 
inferior, mediocre, poor, abysmal 

supersede: (n, v) supplant, displace; 
(v) substitute, replace, succeed, 
commute, annul, deputize, cut out, 
overrule; (n) remove 

superstition: (n) superstitious, taboo, 
religion, old wives' tale, 
superstitious notion, lore, folklore, 
fanaticism, fallacy, belief, magic. 
ANTONYMS: (n) science, truth 

superstitious: (adj) superstition, false, 
groundless, eerie, irrational, 
fallacious 

suppers: (n) supper 
supple: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 

limber, pliant; (adj) lithe, soft, 
plastic, graceful, lithesome, lissom, 
lissome. ANTONYMS: (adj) rigid, 
inflexible, stocky, clumsy, hard, 
rough, slow, tight, unyielding 

suppliant: (n) petitioner, applicant, 
besieger, postulant, prayer, lover, 
suer; (adj) beseeching, supplicatory, 
imploring, humbly entreating 

supposing: (adv) admitting, 
conditionally, in case; (n) 
supposition, conjecture, thought, 
theory, assumption; (conj) although, 
what if; (v) suppose 

supposition: (n, v) conjecture; (n) 
assumption, hypothesis, 
presumption, premise, speculation, 
surmise, guess, supposal, thought, 
imagination. ANTONYMS: (n) fact, 
knowledge, proof, reality, practice 

supremely: (adv) sovereignly, 
perfectly, preeminently, utmostly, 
principally, extremely, greatly, 
paramountly, ideally, uppermostly, 
ultimately 

surmised: (adj) rude, conjectural, 
assumed 

surmounted: (adj) beaten 
surmounting: (n) triumph 
surplice: (n) robe, Geneva gown 

frock, gown, pallium 
surrendering: (n) yielding; (v) giving 

up 
surround: (v) gird, round, skirt, 

border, besiege, beset, envelop; (n, 
v) circle, inclose, ring, compass. 
ANTONYMS: (v) release, free 

susceptibility: (n) sensitivity, 
liability, impressibility, inclination, 
capability, sensibility, 
susceptibleness, receptivity, 
responsiveness, proclivity, 
tendency. ANTONYMS: (n) 
resistance, insensitivity 

suspense: (n) doubt, expectancy, 
anticipation, indecision, insecurity, 
unrest, expectation, irresolution, 
suspension, tension; (adj, n) 
hesitation. ANTONYM: (n) 
knowledge 

sustaining: (adj) underneath, 
alimentary, at the bottom of, 
comforting, filling, fundamental, 
healthy, profitable, rich; (n) 
continuation, maintenance 

sustenance: (n) living, food, 
maintenance, subsistence, fare, 
sustentation, provisions, 
nourishment, nutriment, aliment, 
livelihood. ANTONYM: (n) extras 

swallows: (n) sparrows, rooks, 
robins, Passeriformes, Hirundinidae, 
etc, order Passeriformes 

swarm: (n) host, horde, multitude, 
drove, throng, cloud, assembly; (n, 
v) mob; (v) teem, pour; (adj) shoal. 
ANTONYMS: (v) retreat; (n) few 
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swarthy: (adj) dusky, black, swart, 
sable, somber, dun, tawny, coloured, 
colored, atramentous; (n) brunette. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) fair, light 

swaying: (adj) swinging, convincing, 
oscillating, influential, persuasive, 
moving, lilting, groggy; (n) floating, 
manipulation 

swede: (n) kohlrabi, Swedish turnip, 
rutabaga plant, turnip, mangold, 
yellow turnip, turnip cabbage 

sweetheart: (n) dear, girl, darling, 
mistress, flame, beloved, boyfriend, 
love, steady; (adj, n) beau, admirer. 
ANTONYMS: (n) foe, enemy 

sweetness: (n) sugariness, sweet, 
redolence, pleasantness, fragrance, 
aroma, charm, perfume, amenity, 
niceness, kindness. ANTONYMS: 
(n) sourness, sharpness, 
unpleasantness, harshness, 
tastelessness, unkindness 

sweet-scented: (adj) fragrant 
sweet-smelling: (adj) aromatic, 

fragrant, sweet, odorous 
swelled: (adj) big, inflated, bloated, 

swollen, adult, boastful, bighearted, 
bad, fully grown, crowing, elder 

swelling: (n) protuberance, lump, 
swell, intumescence, growth, 
projection, prominence, bulge, 
dropsy; (adj, v) inflated; (adj) 
growing. ANTONYM: (n) decline 

swiftness: (n) speed, haste, rapidity, 
celerity, acceleration, quickness, 
promptness, pace, velocity, agility, 
dispatch. ANTONYM: (n) 
clumsiness 

swill: (adj, v) guzzle; (n, v) drink, 
potion; (n) slops, waste, pigwash, 
garbage, refuse; (v) drench, slosh; 
(adj) booze 

swirling: (adj) whirling, spinning, 
moving, billowy 

swoop: (v) pounce, raid, descend, 
clutch, wrench; (n) descent, slide, 
dive; (n, v) sweep, stoop, plunge 

sycamore: (n) plane tree, maple, great 
maple, mulberry fig, lacewood, 
buttonwood, platan, Scottish maple, 
tree, wood, plane 

symmetrical: (adj) symmetric, 
balanced, shapely, proportionate, 
regular, methodical, unsymmetrical, 
equal, even, correct, neat. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) irregular, 
disproportioned 

tabby: (adj) brinded, brindle, 
brindled; (n) cat, fairy, tabby cat, 
faggot, tattletale, domestic cat, 
queer, queen regnant 

tabernacle: (n) church, synagogue, 

dwelling, chapel, meetinghouse, 
abode, address, subtectacle, sojourn, 
seat; (v) tent 

tacitly: (adv) unspokenly, implicitly, 
impliedly, wordlessly, stilly, 
voicelessly, assumedly, 
unexpressedly 

tact: (n) diplomacy, delicacy, finesse, 
address, discretion, skill, 
consideration, refinement, grace, 
thoughtfulness, tactfulness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) frankness, 
carelessness, thoughtlessness, 
insensitivity, clumsiness 

taft: (n) William Howard Taft, 
president Taft 

tailed: (adj) pedunculate 
tailless: (adj) acaudate, ecaudate 
tailor: (v) sew, fashion, shape, 

accommodate, design, cut, adjust, 
fit; (n) snip, dressmaker, sartor 

taint: (n, v) blemish, disgrace, 
corrupt, spot, blot; (adj, v) defile, 
sully, pollute, contaminate; (n) 
pollution, contamination. 
ANTONYMS: (v) enhance, right, 
respect, disinfect, clean; (n) 
perfection, cleanliness; (adv) 
cheerfully 

takin: (n) gnu goat, goat antelope 
talker: (n) speaker, conversationalist, 

orator, chatterbox, babbler, raver, 
stammerer, chatterer, speechmaker, 
caller, mutterer 

taming: (n) conditioning, training, 
breaking in; (adj) calming, 
humanizing 

tangle: (v) entangle, embroil, enmesh, 
embrangle, ruffle, mat; (n) maze, 
confusion; (n, v) jumble, muddle, 
knot. ANTONYMS: (n) order, line, 
peace; (v) unravel, undo, untangle, 
straighten 

tangled: (adj) involved, complex, 
knotted, intricate, complicated, 
entangled, knotty, convoluted, 
disheveled, tousled, matted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, 
straightforward, untangled, neat, 
simple 

tanned: (adj) bronzed, suntanned, 
browned; (n) brunette. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) pale, untanned 

tapestry: (n) arras, tapis, textile, 
embroidery, hanging, carpet, cloth, 
complexness, fabric, material, 
mending 

tarnished: (adj) stained, tainted, dim, 
besmirched, spotted, imperfect, 
damaged, flyblown, dull, messy, 
maggoty. ANTONYMS: (adj) clean, 
unblemished, famous 

tarpaulin: (n) canvas, quilt, 
counterpane, coverlet, cover, sheet, 
tar, canvass, drugget, paulin, 
blanket 

tasteful: (adj) refined, neat, graceful, 
savory, tasty, delicious, dainty, 
discriminating, clean, appreciate, 
artistic. ANTONYMS: (adj) vulgar, 
cheap, garish, offensive, unstylish, 
unrefined, unfashionable, loud, 
obvious, tacky 

tasteless: (adj) bland, flavorless, flat, 
flashy, flavourless, gaudy, vulgar, 
weak, dull, watery, stale. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tasty, strong, 
delicious, couth, moral, fitting, nice, 
flavorful, appetizing, attractive, 
lively 

tasting: (n) degustation, gustation, 
savoring, relishing, sample, 
gustatory sensation, gustatory 
perception, discernment, drinking, 
eating, feeding 

tawny: (n) tan, buff; (adj, n) brown, 
auburn; (adj) luteous, golden, 
sallow, russet, chestnut, creamy, 
moderately black 

tearful: (adj) dolorous, maudlin, 
watery, weeping, teary, sad, 
dolourous, wet, whimpering, 
sorrowful; (v) mournful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cheerful, tearless 

tease: (n, v) annoy; (adj, v) molest, 
harry, worry, bait; (v) taunt, kid, 
pester, plague, provoke, mock. 
ANTONYM: (v) placate 

teasing: (n) tease, play, joke, fun, 
banter; (adj) quizzical, vexatious, 
pestering, annoying, playful; (v) 
worrying. ANTONYM: (n) 
seriousness 

teens: (n) minority, tender age, 
teenage years, childhood, large 
integer, puberty, youth, boyhood, 
adolescence, bloom 

tempered: (adj) attempered, 
temperate, moderated, toughened, 
subdued, set, enured, proportioned, 
properly adapted, emotionally 
hardened, treated. ANTONYM: 
(adj) untempered 

tempt: (adj, v) attract, allure; (v) 
entice, decoy, charm, inveigle, 
invite, coax, seduce, fascinate, 
attempt. ANTONYMS: (v) 
discourage, appall, repel 

tenacity: (n) persistence, 
determination, resolution, 
doggedness, resolve, pertinacity, 
strength, persistency, fortitude, 
firmness; (adj) obstinacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) indifference, 
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slackness, weakness, cowardice, 
flexibility, indecision 

tenantry: (n) assemblage, 
aggregation, accumulation, 
collection 

tendance: (n) attendance 
tender-hearted: (adj) kind, merciful, 

benevolent, kind-hearted, soft, 
tender 

tenderly: (adv) softly, kindly, 
delicately, affectionately, fondly, 
warmly, painfully, sensitively, 
caringly, sympathetically, gently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) roughly, 
severely, disapprovingly, harshly 

tenderness: (n) fondness, soreness, 
love, affection, sympathy; (adj, n) 
clemency, mildness, compassion, 
gentleness, softness, delicacy. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pleasure, dryness, 
hatred, strength, detachment 

tending: (n) care, hairdressing, aid, 
treatment, attention, babysitting, 
incubation; (adj) apt, conducive, 
prone, disposed 

tenfold: (adj) decuple, decimal, tenth, 
containing ten 

tenor: (n) purport, meaning, 
substance, tendency, spirit, tone, 
mood, effect, set, temper; (adj) 
soprano 

terrier: (n) cairn, bullterrier, ratter, rat 
terrier, piercer, Lhasa, fox terrier, 
stylet, hunting dog, perforator, 
schnauzer 

tete-a-tete: (n) gab, conversation, chat 
thankful: (adj) appreciative, 

indebted, beholden, obliged, 
contented, pleased, gratified, 
relieved, under obligation, 
appreciatory, welcome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) worried, 
unappreciative, unthankful, sorry 

thankfulness: (n) appreciation, 
gratefulness, appreciativeness, 
thanks, credit, merit, recognition 

thatch: (n) thatching, roof, Edward 
thatch, teach, ceiling, Blackbeard, 
tile, sea rover, roofing material, sea 
robber, hair 

thawed: (adj) liquified, unfrozen 
thicket: (n) brake, coppice, brush, 

grove, spinney, bush, brushwood, 
cluster, underbrush, undergrowth, 
underwood 

thickly: (adv) deeply, heavily, thick, 
viscously, thicksetly, solidly, dully, 
dumbly, compactly, closely, 
turbidly. ANTONYMS: (adv) thinly, 
finely, slightly, sparsely, loosely, 
distinctly 

thieving: (n) larceny, stealing, 

robbery, embezzlement, 
misapplication, misappropriation, 
peculation, defalcation, burglary, 
thievery; (adj) thievish. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) philanthropic, 
benevolent 

thimble: (n) tablespoon, spoon, 
spatula, shovel, ladle, dipper, stirrer, 
cinder pot, containerful; (v) 
gauntlet, bulletproof vest 

thinner: (n) dilutant, solvent, reducer, 
rarefied, phenylic acid, phenol, 
propanone, perchloromethane, 
resolvent, oxybenzene, 
methylbenzene 

thirst: (n, v) hunger, lust, wish; (n) 
longing, yen, craving, hankering, 
dryness, appetite; (v) starve, crave. 
ANTONYM: (n) dislike 

thirsty: (adj) eager, arid, parched, 
avid, keen, athirst, greedy, 
absorbent, ambitious; (v) craving, 
hungry. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
quenched, satisfied, disinterested, 
wet 

thither: (adv) hither, whither, on that 
point, in that respect, at that place, 
in that location; (adj) further, 
ulterior, remoter, succeeding, more 
distant 

thorn: (n) barb, prickle, bramble, 
spike, point, brier, pricker, needle, 
sticker, fang; (adj, n) sting 

thorny: (adj) prickly, difficult, spiny, 
briery, hard, sharp, burry, awkward, 
barbed, knotty, tricky. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) simple, smooth, easy, 
straightforward, unpointed, 
solvable, dull 

thoughtless: (adj, v) careless, 
heedless, rash, improvident; (adj) 
reckless, inattentive, hasty, 
unthinking, negligent, neglectful, 
imprudent. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
considerate, considered, heedful, 
prudent, kind, cautious, mindful, 
responsible, attentive, observant, 
sensible 

thoughtlessness: (n) inconsideration, 
rashness, carelessness, 
impulsiveness, imprudence, 
indiscretion, heedlessness, 
bluntness, foolhardiness, neglect, 
negligence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
thoughtfulness, care, responsibility, 
carefulness, caution, wisdom, 
diplomacy, sensitivity 

threadbare: (adj, v) stale, shabby, 
dilapidated, bald, frayed, faded; 
(adj) hackneyed, worn, banal, trite, 
tattered. ANTONYMS: (adj) new, 
unused, reliable, fresh, unworn, 

pristine, original 
thresher: (n) threshing machine, fox 

shark, thresher shark, shark, 
harvester, farm machine, mocking 
thrush, single dressing thresher 

threshing: (n) farming, separation 
thrift: (n) economy, parsimony, 

husbandry, frugalness, prosperity, 
prudence, thriftiness, 
parsimoniousness, sea pink, welfare; 
(v) gain. ANTONYMS: (n) 
generosity, spending, waste 

thriftily: (adv) economically, 
sparingly, carefully, prudently, 
savingly, parsimoniously, meagerly, 
becomingly, cautiously, sparely, 
stingily. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
extravagantly, generously 

thrifty: (adj) careful, economical, 
provident, sparing, prudent, stingy, 
saving, spare, parsimonious, chary, 
scotch. ANTONYMS: (adj) wasteful, 
spendthrift, profligate, extravagant, 
generous 

thrilling: (adj, n) electric; (adj) 
exciting, sensational, exhilarating, 
electrifying, emotional, rousing, 
gripping, stimulating; (adj, v) 
impressive; (n, v) swelling. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) boring, 
depressing, discouraging, upsetting, 
uninspiring 

thriving: (adj) successful, prosperous, 
prospering, booming, rich, affluent, 
growing, lush, lucky, healthy, 
luxuriant. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
declining, languishing, arid, 
moribund, dying, disappearing, 
poor, unwell 

thrusting: (n) thrust, push, jab, poke, 
jabbing, stab, driving force, scoke, 
sack, punch, Phytolacca Americana 

thud: (n) crash, clunk, clump; (n, v) 
bang, beat, rap, knock, pulse; (v) 
bump, hit, crump 

thumping: (adj) spanking, whacking, 
roaring, thudding, lubberly, 
walloping, lumpish, gaunt; (n) thud, 
thump, clump 

thundering: (adj) thumping, 
whopping, lumpish, gaunt, hulky, 
lubberly, spanking, big, loud, 
striking terror; (n) thunder 

thyme: (n) herb, rosemary, sage, 
herbaceous plant, parsley, creeping 
thyme, common thyme, basil, 
aromatic plant, pot herbs 

ticking: (n) tick, cloth, fabric, ticken; 
(adj) living 

ticklish: (adj) difficult, sensitive, 
tricky, tender, awkward, touchy, 
unsettled, unstable; (adj, v) 
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precarious; (v) slippery, 
questionable. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unproblematic, easy 

tidings: (n) intelligence, information, 
message, report, word, advice, 
communication, dispute, wind, 
statement, tiding 

tightening: (n) clamping, thinning, 
tapering, alteration, modification, 
narrowing, reduction, adjustment. 
ANTONYM: (n) expansion 

tilling: (n) cultivation, ploughing, 
tillage, tillering, surface cultivation, 
sowing 

timely: (adj, adv, v) seasonable; (adj, 
v) convenient, appropriate; (adj) 
punctual, apt, prompt, propitious, 
pat, fit; (adv) apropos; (adj, adv) 
early. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
inopportune, premature, unlucky, 
inappropriate, late 

timepiece: (n) clock, watch, ticker, 
timer, sundial, sandglass, 
chronometer, measuring system, 
measuring instrument, watches, 
clocks 

timid: (adj) shy, afraid, diffident, coy, 
bashful, nervous, frightened, 
apprehensive, modest; (adj, adv) 
cowardly; (adj, n) cautious. 
ANTONYMS: (adj, n) brave; (adj) 
confident, bold, fearless, resolute, 
forward, daring, brazen, extrovert, 
brash, talkative 

timidity: (n) shyness, fear, 
bashfulness, nervousness, reserve, 
cowardice, fearfulness, timidness, 
modesty, humility, coyness. 
ANTONYMS: (n) confidence, 
boastfulness, swagger, brashness, 
security 

timidly: (adv) fearfully, timorously, 
cautiously, shyly, diffidently, 
anxiously, nervously, shily, 
gingerly, modestly, apprehensively. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) confidently, 
bravely, daringly, brashly, 
fearlessly, decisively, brazenly 

tinge: (n, v) color, hue, tint, dye, 
stain, touch, tincture; (n) shade, cast, 
undertone; (adj, n, v) dash. 
ANTONYMS: (v) whiten, pale; (n) 
white, information, pallor 

tinged: (adj) plausible, bright, 
painted, fey, touched, specious, 
colorful, stained, tined, dyed, tinct 

tiniest: (adj) minimum, smallest 
possible, least possible, lowest, 
lowest possible, smallest. 
ANTONYM: (adj) maximum 

tinkling: (adj) clinking, tinkly, 
tintinnabulary, reverberant; (n) ting 

tippet: (n) mantle, muffler, flap 
tiptoe: (v) tip, tippytoe, creep, patter, 

skirt, skip, tilt, sidle, lean; (adj) alert; 
(n) quieter. ANTONYM: (v) clump 

tire: (n, v) bore, jade; (adj, n, v) 
fatigue; (v) exhaust, harass, fag, 
weary, wear, pall, prostrate; (n) tyre. 
ANTONYMS: (v) interest, 
invigorate, energize 

tiresome: (adj) tedious, dull, 
laborious, irksome, monotonous, 
annoying, slow, dreary, bothersome; 
(adj, v) wearisome, troublesome. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stimulating, fun, 
varied, soothing, pleasant, brisk, 
exciting, convenient, refreshing 

tiring: (adj) tiresome, exhausting, 
wearing, hard, laborious, arduous, 
grueling, boring, wearisome, 
onerous, strenuous. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) easy, undemanding, light, 
refreshing, empty, interesting 

tithe: (adj, n) tenth; (n) gavel, excise, 
custom, assessment, octroi, 
benevolence, tithing, disme; (n, v) 
tax; (adj) decimal 

tittering: (adj) thoriated; (n) laughter 
toads: (n) caecilians, class Amphibia, 

frogs, newts, salamanders 
toasted: (adj) heated 
toddle: (v) paddle, stroll, saunter, 

walk, totter, coggle; (n, v) stride; (n) 
stalk, stump, strut, straddle 

toil: (n, v) labor, work, drudge, 
sweat, drudgery, grind, labour, 
travail; (v) plod; (n) effort, exertion. 
ANTONYMS: (n) pastime, 
entertainment, fun, relaxation; (v) 
laze, neglect 

toilette: (n) dress, costume, attire, 
raiment, drapery, guise, trim, John, 
lavatory, privy, bathroom 

toiling: (adj) labouring, drudging, 
busy 

toilsome: (adj) arduous, hard, 
difficult, strenuous, backbreaking, 
severe, heavy, painful, tough, 
grueling; (adj, v) wearisome 

tokens: (n) decorations, 
discriminating marks, indications, 
indicia, insignia, signs, appearances, 
badges 

tolerable: (adj) passable, mediocre, 
bearable, fair, middling, reasonable, 
adequate, respectable, endurable, 
sufferable; (adj, v) satisfactory. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) intolerable, 
exceptional, unbearable, 
unsatisfactory, bad, inadequate, 
appalling, inadmissible 

tolerably: (adv) well enough, 
passably, acceptably, reasonably, 

enough, moderately, to a tolerable 
degree, pretty, to an adequate 
degree; (adj, adv) somewhat; (adj) 
pretty well. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
unbearably, intolerably, 
unacceptably, unreasonably, 
insufficiently, inadequately 

tolerant: (adj) liberal, patient, lenient, 
broad, kind, understanding, 
forbearing, permissive, forgiving, 
merciful; (adj, v) meek. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strict, impatient, 
chauvinistic, bigoted, oppressive, 
prejudiced, unforgiving, harsh, 
severe, unsympathetic, biased 

topmost: (adj) highest, upmost, 
upper, maximum, uppermost, head, 
supreme, utmost, crowning, apical, 
uttermost. ANTONYM: (adj) bottom 

torment: (n, v) tease, distress, harass, 
afflict, pain, annoy; (n) agony, 
anguish, suffering; (v) persecute, 
oppress. ANTONYMS: (v) please, 
delight, placate, comfort, soothe; (n) 
contentment, happiness, pleasure, 
calm, content 

torturing: (n) torture, excruciation, 
crucifixion, torment, agony, 
anguish, dismemberment; (adj) 
harrowing, agonizing, torturesome, 
agonising 

toss: (n, v) throw, fling, pitch, chuck, 
cast, flip; (v) agitate, hurl, shake, 
convulse, discard. ANTONYM: (v) 
catch 

tossing: (n) cast; (adj) moving 
tottering: (adj) unsteady, ramshackle, 

easily shaken, tottery, sick, rocky, 
broken, trembling, cracked; (v) 
drooping; (n) convulsion 

towelling: (n) huck, huckaback, 
Terry, terrycloth, textile, cloth, 
fabric, Terry towelling, material, 
Terry cloth 

towering: (adj) lofty, tall, eminent, 
great, soaring, mighty, elevated, 
monumental, exalted, imposing, 
distinguished. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
short, dwarfed, little, low 

trait: (n) characteristic, attribute, 
quality, character, idiosyncrasy, 
property; (adj, n) peculiarity, trick; 
(n, v) lineament; (v) stroke, touch 

tramp: (n) bum, hobo, beggar; (n, v) 
walk, trudge, vagabond, ramble, 
march; (v) roam, range, plod. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) loyalist; (n) 
resident 

transfixed: (adj) fascinated, 
hypnotized, mesmerised, 
mesmerized, hypnotised, stranded; 
(v) engrossed in, wrapped in, 
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absorbed, rapt; (adv) aground 
transient: (adj) fleeting, temporary, 

passing, transitory, fugacious, 
ephemeral, momentary, temporal, 
provisional; (adj, n) fugitive, 
vagabond. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
enduring, lasting, immanent, long; 
(n) resident 

tranter: (n) porter, bearer, conveyer 
travail: (n, v) labor, toil, labour, 

grind, childbirth, confinement; (v) 
drudge, moil; (n) effort, sweat, 
exertion 

traveling: (n) travel, journey, 
travelling, commuting, 
commutation, peregrination, 
circumnavigation; (adj) riding, 
touring, nomadic, road 

traverse: (v) travel, walk, crisscross, 
track, thwart, contradict, deny; (n, v) 
journey, range; (n) crossing, 
traversal 

treacherously: (adv) faithlessly, 
traitorously, dishonestly, 
perfidiously, unsafely, deceitfully, 
precariously, dangerously, 
perilously, untruely, fraudulently. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) firmly, 
honestly, loyally, safely 

tread: (n, v) pace, walk, rate, march, 
tramp; (n) gait, stride, footstep, 
footfall, track; (v) trample 

treadmill: (n) exercise device, galleys, 
grind, grinder, groove, rat race, 
routine, rut, treadwheel; (adj) 
humdrum, monotonous 

treble: (adj) threefold, ternary, 
triplex, thribble, double, dual, high, 
voce di testa, shrill; (adj, v) triple; (v) 
sing 

treeless: (adj) bald, not wooded, 
unwooded 

tremble: (adj, n, v) shiver; (n, v) 
quiver, shudder, thrill, palpitate; 
(adj, v) totter, quake; (n) throb; (v) 
flutter, quail, falter. ANTONYMS: 
(v) steady, calm 

trembles: (n) animal disease, 
nervousness 

tremblingly: (adv) quiveringly, 
tremulously, quakingly, 
shudderingly, shiveringly, shakily, 
quaveringly 

tremendously: (adv) hugely, awfully, 
greatly, terrifically, wonderfully, 
immensely, marvelously, vastly, 
dreadfully, excellently; (adj, adv) 
severely. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
insignificantly, somewhat, hardly, 
abysmally 

tremor: (n, v) shiver, quake, shudder, 
shake; (n) agitation, vibration, 

earthquake, convulsion; (adj, v) 
flutter; (adj, n) trepidation; (v) 
tremble 

tremulous: (adj) shaky, trembling, 
shaking, fearful, apprehensive, 
quavering, fidgety, shivering; (n) 
nervous, diffident, coy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) stable, confident, 
steady 

tremulously: (adv) fearfully, 
shiveringly, tremblingly, shakingly, 
quiveringly, quaveringly, fidgetily, 
vibratingly 

trespasser: (n) interloper, gatecrasher, 
prowler, invader, squatter, pusher, 
boarder, encroacher, thruster, 
stranger, alien 

tresses: (n) locks, mop, head of hair 
tribulation: (n) trial, misery, distress, 

ordeal, calamity, trouble, affliction, 
suffering, hardship, pain, grief. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, ease, 
opportunity 

tributary: (n) feeder, branch, affluent, 
arm, stream, brook, watercourse; 
(adj) secondary, subsidiary, 
contributory, subordinate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) original, 
primary, source 

trifle: (n, v) play; (adj, n, v) trinket; 
(v) dally, fiddle, flirt, fool, frivol; (n) 
nothing, triviality, detail; (adj, n) 
bagatelle 

trifles: (n) jests, nonsense, nugae, 
trivia 

trifling: (adj) paltry, slight, petty, 
negligible, immaterial, worthless, 
trivial, minor, small; (adj, v) 
inconsequential; (adj, n) frivolity. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) significant, 
worthwhile, major, considerable, 
crucial, enormous, great, mature, 
profound, substantial; (n) 
importance 

trimmed: (adj) down, slashed, 
shortened, neat, mown, level, 
gelded, emasculated, demure, 
cunning, sly 

trimmer: (v) Vicar of Bray, timist; (n) 
trimming capacitor, hand shearer, 
timeserver, hedger, guillotine, 
lopper, electrical condenser, 
condenser; (adj) foes to nobleness 

trimming: (n) decoration, dressing, 
adornment, ornament, fringe, 
border, clipping, cutting, frill, 
edging, lace 

trinkets: (n) finery, jewels 
tripping: (adj) easy, flowing, 

lightsome, readable, swinging, 
swingy, nimble, lilting, light, fluent; 
(v) failing 

trodden: (adj) trampled, damaged, 
beaten, compressed, packed down. 
ANTONYM: (adj) loose 

tropic: (adj) hot, torrid, equatorial; (n) 
parallel of latitude, line of latitude, 
latitude 

trot: (n, v) run; (n) crib, canter, pony, 
gait, ride, lope; (v) gallop, general, 
frequent, household 

troublesome: (adj) difficult, hard, 
arduous, bothersome, inconvenient, 
onerous, awkward, annoying, 
laborious, tough, heavy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) nice, helpful, 
useful, advantageous, convenient, 
uncomplicated, delightful 

troubling: (adj) worrying, 
disquieting, distressing, distressful, 
disconcerting, alarming, perturbing, 
bad, annoying, sad, worrisome. 
ANTONYM: (adj) reassuring 

trough: (n) chute, channel, manger, 
depression, gutter, conduit, ditch, 
canal, crib, valley, bowl. 
ANTONYM: (n) ridge 

trump: (n) trump card, brick; (adj) 
truepenny, quell, silence, stalemate, 
checkmate, nonplus; (v) 
outmaneuver, crossruff, scoop 

trumpets: (n) Sarracenia flava, yellow 
pitcher plant, pitcher plant, yellow 
trumpet 

truncated: (adj) shortened, truncate, 
lopped, garbled, docked, cut, 
mutilated, abridged, curtailed, short, 
scarce 

trunks: (n) short pants, pants, 
luggage, Jockey shorts, Jamaica 
shorts, Bermuda shorts, bathing 
trunks, bathing suit, costume, 
drawers, swimming trunks 

trusting: (adj) credulous, 
unsuspecting, naive, confident, 
confiding, simple, innocent, gullible, 
reliant, give, easy to fool. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) distrustful, 
suspicious, doubtful, hesitant, 
protective, shrewd, disingenuous, 
smart, jaded 

truthful: (adj) honest, genuine, frank, 
real, candid, sincere, guileless, 
realistic, reliable, faithful, honorable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) dishonest, 
inaccurate, fictional, guarded, lying, 
improbable, deceptive, deceitful, 
false, wrong, evasive 

truthfulness: (adj, n) honesty, 
sincerity, probity, honor; (n) truth, 
openness, frankness, candor, faith, 
loyalty; (adj) integrity. 
ANTONYMS: (n) untruthfulness, 
inaccuracy, evasiveness, caution, 
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deceit 
tucker: (v) weary, beat, tire, fatigue, 

frazzle, eat, ticktock, tick, thump, 
thrum; (n) bib 

tuft: (n) wisp, crest, cluster, truss, 
knot, fagot, tassel, strand, thicket, 
curl; (adj, n) feather 

tufted: (adj) hairy, cespitose, 
caespitose, topknotted, plumed, 
hirsute, rough, decorated, 
filamentous, fimbriated, bushy 

tumble: (n, v) drop, jumble, stumble, 
plunge, slip, spill, downfall; (v) 
crumble, collapse, topple, confuse 

tumbled: (adj) disordered 
tumble-down: (adj) run-down, 

shaky, rickety, decrepit 
tumult: (adj, n, v) hubbub, 

disturbance; (n) stir, commotion, 
bustle, din, fuss, excitement; (n, v) 
clamor, disorder, brawl. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, push, 
serenity, order, calm 

tuning: (n) adjustment, change, 
calibration, alteration, 
standardisation, standardization, 
modification; (v) adjust 

turkeys: (n) order Galliformes, 
partridges, brush turkeys, chickens, 
curassows, Galliformes, hoatzins, 
pheasants, grouse, quails 

turnip: (n) rutabaga, Swede, root 
vegetable, cruciferous vegetable, 
white turnip, clock 

turnips: (n) root crop, brassica, genus 
brassica, cauliflowers, potatoes 

turnkey: (n) jailer, gaoler, keeper, 
warder, jailor, guard, custodian, 
screw, ranger, prison guard, custos 

twaddling: (adj) trashy, trivial, 
trumpery, quibbling, washy 

twelvemonth: (n) calendar year, civil 
year, financial year, common year, 
amount of time, time period, period 
of time, bissextile year, class, yr, 
period 

twilight: (n) nightfall, night, sunset, 
gloaming, evening, sundown, 
eventide, fall, decline, evenfall; (adj) 
aurora. ANTONYMS: (n) daybreak, 
sunrise 

twinge: (n, v) pinch, sting; (n) pang, 
pain, stab, hurt, throb, qualm; (v) 
nip, prick, prickle 

twinkling: (n) moment, jiffy, minute, 
second, flash, trice, twinkle, wink, 
split second, breath; (adj) sparkling. 
ANTONYM: (adj) dull 

twittering: (n) chirping, peeping, 
tweeting 

two-fisted: (adj) manly, masculine 
twopence: (n) tuppence, coin 

tying: (n) ligation, bundling, 
attachment, knotting, lacing; (adj) 
binding; (v) restrict 

tyrannous: (adj) tyrannical, despotic, 
autocratic, domineering, 
undisputed, arbitrary, absolute, 
unmerciful, imperious, 
authoritarian, dictatorial 

tyrannously: (adv) despotically, 
oppressively, despoticly 

tyranny: (adj, n) dictatorship, 
autocracy; (n) absolutism, 
despotism, oppression, cruelty, 
monocracy, totalitarianism, 
authoritarianism, autarchy, 
Caesarism. ANTONYMS: (n) 
democracy, liberty 

unaccompanied: (adj) lone, solitary, 
unescorted, unaided, unattended; 
(adj, adv) only, on your own, 
without help; (adv) solo, singly, by 
yourself. ANTONYM: (adj) together 

unalterable: (adj) constant, 
inalterable, immutable, permanent, 
invariable, firm, changeless, rigid, 
stable, irrevocable, unchangeable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) alterable, 
impermanent, temporary, fluid, 
flexible 

unamiable: (adj) uncharitable, 
unfeeling, vinegary, sour, 
disobliging, resembling vinegar, 
morose 

unarmed: (adj) naked, unprotected, 
open, simple, destitute, bare; (v) 
weaponless, harmless, unfortified, 
vincible, untenable 

unawares: (adv) suddenly, pop, 
plump, abruptly, a l'improviste, 
unaware, all at once, unexpectedly, 
inadvertently; (adj) unwary, 
unsuspecting. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
prepared; (adv) knowingly, 
consciously 

unbearable: (adj) insufferable, 
excruciating, insupportable, 
unendurable, hateful, unacceptable, 
repugnant, impossible, grievous, 
enormous, dreadful. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) bearable, manageable, 
imperceptible, tolerable, wonderful, 
lovable, nice, pleasant 

unbecoming: (adj) indecorous, 
unseemly, inappropriate, indecent, 
indelicate, untoward, unworthy, 
unsuitable, shameful, unbefitting, 
incongruous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
dignified, becoming, fitting, proper, 
seemly, correct, decent, suitable 

unbelief: (n) atheism, incredulity, 
skepticism, distrust, scepticism, 
misbelief, agnosticism, doubt, 

heresy, suspicion, misgiving. 
ANTONYM: (n) faith 

unblemished: (adj) clean, perfect, 
faultless, pure, immaculate, 
blameless, clear, irreproachable, 
unspotted, untarnished, flawless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) blemished, 
flawed, marked, imperfect, used, 
marred, guilty, infirm 

unbuttoned: (adj) unobstructed, 
untrammeled, unchecked, 
unconfined, unprevented, 
unhindered, uncaught, 
unrestrained, unlaced, unfastened, 
unconstrained 

uncalled: (adj) spontaneous 
unchangeable: (adj) invariable, firm, 

immutable, permanent, irrevocable, 
irreversible, unalterable, immovable, 
inflexible, determined, definite. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) changing, 
inconstant, flexible, uncertain, fluid, 
unconfirmed, impermanent 

unchecked: (adj) unbridled, 
uncontrolled, rampant, uncaught, 
unbuttoned, uninhibited, 
unconstrained, unprevented, 
untrammeled, wild, unrestricted 

uncivil: (adj) discourteous, 
disrespectful, impolite, coarse, 
brusque, curt, blunt, barbarous, 
short; (adj, n) rough, harsh. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) polite, 
courteous, gracious 

uncomfortably: (adv) uneasily, 
grimly, agitatedly, apprehensively, 
cheerlessly, disagreeably, dismally, 
distastefully, embarrassingly, 
gloomily, illegally. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) comfortably, calmly, 
innocently 

unconcerned: (adj) apathetic, 
detached, insouciant, casual, 
careless, nonchalant, thoughtless, 
easygoing, listless, carefree; (adj, n) 
cold. ANTONYMS: (adj) caring, 
eager, troubled, sensitive, uptight, 
craving, involved, energetic, 
interested, annoyed, strict 

unconscionable: (adj) inordinate, 
outrageous, extravagant, 
immoderate, excessive, 
conscienceless, extortionate, steep, 
preposterous, unprincipled, 
unscrupulous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
moral, principled, decent 

unconsciously: (adv) instinctively, 
unintentionally, unthinkingly, 
unwittingly, ignorantly, innocently, 
comatosely, automatically, 
obliviously, unsuspectingly, 
inadvertently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
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consciously, deliberately, 
knowingly, purposely 

unconsciousness: (n) blackout, 
insensibility, grogginess, loss of 
consciousness, coma, trance, 
stupefaction, faint, unawareness, 
ignorance, torpor. ANTONYM: (n) 
awareness 

uncontrollable: (adj) unruly, 
incontrollable, ungovernable, 
unmanageable, intractable, 
undisciplined, disobedient, indocile, 
overwhelming, boisterous; (adj, v) 
uncontrolled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
controllable, imperceptible, orderly, 
biddable, weak 

uncooked: (adj) unripe, unblown, 
unpolished, unboiled, unconcocted, 
unfashioned, unformed, unhewn, 
unlabored, unwrought, tough 

uncovering: (n) breakthrough, 
detection, revelation, baring, find, 
denudation, disforestation, espial, 
catching, husking, stripping 

unctuous: (adj) greasy, oleaginous, 
smooth, buttery, fulsome, fat, 
adipose, fatty; (adj, v) 
sanctimonious; (v) soapy, pietistical 

unctuously: (adv) fulsomely, oily, 
sanctimoniously, smoothly, 
oleaginously, fatly, greasily, 
butterily, adiposely, suavely 

uncut: (adj) complete, untrimmed, 
standing, intact, unbroken, unshorn, 
unsevered; (n) unabridged; (adj, n) 
boisterous, harsh, grating. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) mown, trimmed 

undamaged: (adj) whole, entire, safe, 
unscathed, sound, unharmed, 
unblemished, perfect, untouched, 
uninjured; (adj, adv) in one piece. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hurt, damaged, 
tainted, broken, imperfect, marred 

undeceive: (v) unbeguile, unbefool, 
disabuse, inform 

undefined: (adj) indeterminate, 
indistinct, obscure, shadowy, 
uncertain, vague, unspecified, 
ambiguous, unlimited, inexact, 
neutral. ANTONYMS: (adj) defined, 
exact, constrained 

undeniable: (adj) incontrovertible, 
irrefutable, certain, indisputable, 
positive, incontestable, obvious, 
indubitable, unquestionable, 
conclusive, evident. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) disputable, dubious, doubted, 
contestable, questionable, debatable, 
uncertain, equivocal, unconvincing 

undercurrent: (n) undertow, stream, 
tinge, cross fire, feeling, underset, 
vortex, flow, undertide; (v) 

indraught, reflux 
underhand: (adj) stealthy, furtive, 

clandestine, sly, underhanded, 
sneaky, shifty, covert, crooked, 
indirect; (adj, adv) underarm. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) honest, 
overhand 

undertone: (n) undercurrent, 
murmur, tinge, nuance, whisper, 
suggestion, implication, 
connotation, overtone, association, 
hint 

underwood: (n) brush, underbrush, 
thicket, groundcover, coppice, 
ground cover, understorey, copse, 
brushwood, boscage, thick foliage 

undivided: (adj) complete, whole, 
unbroken, total, single, integral, 
continuous, united, full, exclusive, 
solid. ANTONYMS: (adj) partial, 
separate, broken, imperfect, 
individual 

undo: (v) loosen, open, annul, cancel, 
separate, disentangle, untie, unfold, 
reverse, disconnect, nullify. 
ANTONYMS: (v) attach, close, do, 
wrap, tangle, validate, knot, lock, 
permit, unite, approve 

undone: (adj) ruined, unfinished, 
sunk, done for, finished, 
behindhand, decayed; (adj, v) 
doomed; (v) accursed, to be pitied, 
devoted 

undoubting: (adj) unsuspecting, 
undoubted, sure, true, undeniable, 
indubitable, stated, plain, faithful, 
confident, incontrovertible 

undress: (v) strip, unclothe, divest, 
discase, doff, unrobe, strip down, 
uncase; (n) dishabille, disarray, 
morning dress. ANTONYMS: (v) 
dress, clothe 

undressed: (adj) naked, unclad, 
unclothed, bare, raw, stripped, 
unattired, unappareled, crude, 
rough, disrobed. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
covered, decent 

undulating: (adj) sinuous, waved, 
undulant, undulatory, curly, 
apprenticed, zigzag, crimped, curvy, 
indented, intended. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) steep, straight 

undyed: (adj) uncolored, uncoloured, 
untinted, natural 

uneasily: (adv) apprehensively, 
restlessly, worriedly, nervously, 
solicitously, unquietly, 
constrainedly, awkwardly, fretfully, 
unsettledly, fearfully. ANTONYMS: 
(adv) calmly, confidently, 
unconcernedly, comfortably, 
fearlessly 

uneasiness: (n) disquiet, discomfort, 
inquietude, anxiety, unease, malaise, 
disquietude, apprehension, unrest, 
impatience; (n, v) agitation. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace, calm, 
confidence 

unexaggerated: (adj) unaffected, 
unflattering, unromantic, literal 

unexceptionable: (adj) 
unimpeachable, immaculate, 
faultless, acceptable, blameless, 
completely acceptable, 
irreproachable, inculpable, 
sufficient, tolerable; (v) square 

unexhausted: (v) unwasted; (adj) 
unweakened, unwithered, 
unshaken, not spent, not exhausted, 
not emptied, inexhausted, unworn. 
ANTONYM: (adj) exhausted 

unextinguished: (v) unruly, 
unquenched, unquelled; (adj) 
unexpired, alive, brisk, thronged, 
easily impressed, existent, having 
susceptibility, lively 

unfaithfulness: (n) falseness, 
infidelity, perfidy, faithlessness, 
inconstancy, deceitfulness, falsity, 
deceit, dishonesty, inaccuracy, 
fickleness. ANTONYMS: (n) 
faithfulness, honesty, fidelity, 
loyalty 

unfastened: (adj) open, movable, 
loose, unbuttoned, overt, opened, 
opened out, slack, undecided, 
undetermined, assailable. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) buttoned, fixed, 
shut, tied 

unfastening: (n) loosening, untying 
unfathomable: (adj) 

incomprehensible, inexplicable, 
inscrutable, unintelligible, 
impenetrable, abysmal, deep, 
immeasurable, unaccountable, 
obscure, enigmatic. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) fathomable, shallow, 
explicable, explainable, 
comprehensible, believable, 
straightforward, understandable, 
legible, clear 

unfavourable: (adj) adverse, 
inauspicious, untoward, hostile, 
contrary, inappropriate, inimical, 
harmful, inconvenient, awkward, 
unsuitable. ANTONYM: (adj) 
favorable 

unfinished: (adj) rough, rude, 
unaccomplished, imperfect, 
incomplete, partial, immature, 
unpolished, raw, undone; (v) 
uncompleted. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
finished, complete, complex, 
completed 
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unfit: (adj) inappropriate, improper, 
inapt, unbecoming, incompetent, 
unable, incapable, unsuitable, bad; 
(adj, v) incapacitate; (v) indispose. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) appropriate, 
suitable, ready, healthy, able, firm, 
competent; (v) qualify 

unfolding: (n) development, growth, 
flowering, display, recitation, dawn, 
process, solution, disclosure; (adj) 
ongoing, duration 

unforeseen: (adj, v) unexpected, 
unanticipated, unlooked for; (adj) 
sudden, accidental, contingent, 
casual, surprising, chance, 
incidental; (adj, adv) out of the blue. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) predicted, 
expected, direct 

unfrequently: (adv) not much, not 
often, unoften, rarely 

unfriendliness: (n) disaffection, 
aggression, enmity, alienation, 
dislike, rancor, ill will, misanthropy, 
animosity, unkindness, bad 
constitution. ANTONYMS: (n) 
friendliness, closeness, warmth, 
welcome, harmony 

ungovernable: (adj) unruly, 
uncontrollable, irrepressible, 
intractable, licentious, violent, wild, 
indocile, uncontrolled, turbulent; 
(adj, v) headstrong 

unguardedly: (adv) unprotectedly, 
unwarily, carelessly, rashly, 
insecurely, heedlessly, indiscreetly, 
exposedly, defenselessly, 
imprudently, directly 

unhappily: (adv) wretchedly, 
unluckily, disconsolately, badly, 
woefully, forlornly, sorrowfully, 
unfortunately, dismally, dejectedly, 
despondently. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
cheerfully, contentedly, luckily, 
willingly, enthusiastically, 
fortunately 

unholy: (adj) wicked, sinful, 
unhallowed, profane, fiendish, 
impious, diabolic, infernal, 
unsanctified, evil; (adv) wickedly. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) reasonable, 
pious, godly, sensible, religious 

unimposing: (adj) not noteworthy 
uninteresting: (adj) insipid, dreary, 

tedious, bland, commonplace, flat, 
stupid, tame, tasteless, humdrum; 
(adj, n) dull. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
exciting, fascinating, scandalous, 
eventful, impressive, charming, 
brilliant, animated, colorful, lively, 
special 

uninterruptedly: (adv) constantly, 
ceaselessly, continually, endlessly, 

unremittingly, unceasingly, 
successively, consecutively, 
continuedly, sustainedly, straightly 

unison: (n) agreement, union, accord, 
coincidence, accordance, concord, 
unity, unisonance, concurrence, 
consonance, concordance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) discord, 
disharmony, disarray 

uniting: (adj) concurrent, united, 
coincident; (n) unification, reunion, 
fusion, merger, coalescence, 
amalgamation, conglutination, join 

unjust: (adj) partial, injurious, wrong, 
inequitable, unrighteous, wicked, 
foul, wrongful, improper, 
unmerited, unjustified. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) just, equitable, 
rightful, reasonable, good 

unkind: (adj) cruel, harsh, unfeeling, 
inconsiderate, pitiless, heartless, 
inhuman, hard, thoughtless, brutal, 
mean. ANTONYMS: (adj) kind, 
considerate, pleasant, friendly, 
thoughtful, tactful, mild, gentle, 
generous, flattering, compassionate 

unlikeness: (n) disparity, 
dissimilitude, dissimilarity, 
difference, inequality, variation, 
dissemblance, divergence, 
discrepancy, disagreement, contrast 

unlock: (v) open, unfasten, disclose, 
unbar, reveal, free, release, 
disengage, unbolt, unclose, 
withdraw. ANTONYMS: (v) fasten, 
lock, close 

unlocked: (adj) unbarred, unlatched, 
unbolted, not closed, loose, 
unsecured, ajar, wide open, 
unguaranteed 

unloved: (v) unmourned; (adj) 
abhorrent, unpopular, unlamented, 
unbeloved, reviled, loathed, hated, 
disliked, detested, despicable. 
ANTONYM: (adj) loved 

unlovely: (adj) unpleasant, unsightly, 
plain, inelegant, tasteless, 
unbecoming; (adj, adv) uncomely, 
unseemly; (adv) unpleasantly, 
unpicturesquely, plainly 

unloving: (adj) loveless 
unmanageable: (adj) unwieldy, 

intractable, uncontrollable, 
awkward, cumbersome, stubborn, 
clumsy, bulky, recalcitrant, 
ungovernable, obstinate. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) manageable, 
orderly, wieldy, amenable, biddable 

unmanly: (adj) pusillanimous, 
fearful, unmanlike, unchivalric, 
unknightly, unmanful, craven, 
weak; (adv) unmanfully, cowardly, 

effeminately. ANTONYM: (adv) 
manfully 

unmeaning: (adj) insignificant, 
meaningless, senseless, nonsensical, 
irrational, expressionless, gibberish, 
foolish, peanut, weetless, 
undistinguished 

unmechanical: (adj) not mechanical, 
maladroit 

unmindful: (adj) negligent, mindless, 
careless, oblivious, heedless, 
forgetful, neglectful, ungrateful, 
inattentive, regardless; (adj, v) 
remiss. ANTONYMS: (adj) mindful, 
attentive, conscious, careful 

unmixed: (adj, v) simple, sheer, mere, 
downright; (adj) absolute, 
unmingled, undiluted, straight, 
uncompounded, single, plain. 
ANTONYM: (adj) impure 

unmoved: (adj) apathetic, unaffected, 
indifferent, unconcerned, 
unimpressed, uninspired, 
dispassionate, imperturbable, calm, 
undisturbed, fixed. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) affected, compliant, uptight, 
concerned, enthusiastic, tolerant, 
sensitive 

unnatural: (adj) affected, artificial, 
grotesque, supernatural, forced, 
abnormal, eccentric, uncanny, 
stilted, mannered, anomalous. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) natural, normal, 
real, unaffected, commonplace, 
genuine, sincere 

unnaturalness: (n) supernaturalism, 
supernaturalness, affectedness, 
artificiality, pretentiousness, 
abnormality, oddity, restraint, 
pressure, quality. ANTONYM: (n) 
normality 

unnoticeable: (adj) inconspicuous, 
indiscernible, unobtrusive, obscure, 
imperceptible, dark, untraceable, 
retiring, barely discernible, 
unknown, subtle. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) noticeable, obtrusive, 
conspicuous 

unnoticed: (v) unheeded, unthought 
of, unregarded; (adj) disregarded, 
unmarked, hidden, neglected, 
ignored, obscure; (adj, v) 
unremarked, unobserved. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) evident, seen, 
noticeable, noted, obvious 

unobservant: (adj) heedless, 
unheeding, thoughtless, oblivious, 
unmindful, neglectful, careless, 
regardless, sightless, indifferent, 
lacking sight. ANTONYM: (adj) 
observant 

unobserved: (adj, v) unseen; (v) 
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unheeded, unregarded, unthought 
of, unperceived; (adj) ignored, not 
noticed, hidden, unmarked, 
unnoted; (adv) secretly. 
ANTONYM: (adj) evident 

unparalleled: (adj) unequaled, 
unique, unmatched, incomparable, 
matchless, unprecedented, peerless, 
unexampled, inimitable, unequalled, 
alone. ANTONYMS: (adj) ordinary, 
inferior, surpassable, abysmal, 
unremarkable, usual 

unpitying: (adj) unmerciful, 
remorseless, merciless, ruthless, 
inclement, cruel, relentless, 
unfeeling, hard, unrelenting, 
unsympathetic. ANTONYM: (adj) 
kind 

unpleasantly: (adv) distastefully, 
disagreeably, rudely, obnoxiously, 
bitterly, painfully, awfully, 
troublesomely, offensively, hardly, 
displeasingly. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
delightfully, agreeably, kindly, 
politely, graciously, attractively, 
sweetly, well, humbly 

unpremeditated: (adj) spontaneous, 
unintentional, involuntary, 
impromptu, casual, offhand, 
impulsive, extemporaneous, 
unintended, unguarded, 
unconscious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
premeditated, intentional, prepared 

unprepared: (adj) impromptu, 
extemporaneous, raw, unrehearsed, 
unready, extemporary, crude, 
improvised, unwary, surprised, 
weak. ANTONYMS: (adj) prepared, 
ready, attentive 

unquestionably: (adv) certainly, 
definitely, indubitably, decidedly, 
indisputably, positively, surely, of 
course, assuredly, no doubt; (adj) 
doubtless. ANTONYMS: (adv) 
doubtfully, possibly, arguably 

unreal: (adj) illusory, fantastic, 
fanciful, imaginary, insubstantial, 
artificial, fictitious, visionary, 
untrue; (adj, v) ideal, fancied. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) genuine, natural, 
substantial, authentic, ordinary, 
plausible 

unrecognized: (adj) 
unacknowledged, unknown, 
unnoticed, thankless, incognito, not 
recognized, unidentified 

unripe: (adj) green, raw, premature, 
crude, young, uncooked, juvenile, 
half grown, callow, inexperienced, 
unfledged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
mature, ripe, ready 

unsafe: (adj) dangerous, perilous, 

insecure, hazardous, treacherous, 
uncertain, precarious, shaky, 
unreliable, harmful, chancy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) safe, secure, 
harmless, protected, reliable, 
sensible, stable 

unsaid: (adj) implicit, unvoiced, tacit, 
understood, unexpressed, wordless, 
untold, unwritten, unverbalized; (v) 
unsung, untalked of. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) stated, explicit, expressed, 
spoken 

unscriptural: (adj) exscriptural 
unseal: (v) uncover, unfold, unmask, 

open up, unkennel, unveil. 
ANTONYMS: (n, v) seal 

unseasonable: (adj) inopportune, 
inappropriate, premature, ill timed, 
improper, immature, inconvenient, 
ill-timed, inept, unchancy; (v) 
illtimed 

unseasoned: (adj) inexperienced, 
raw, green, immature, unsalted, 
tasteless, unmellowed, untrained, 
young, unripe, fresh. ANTONYM: 
(adj) seasoned 

unseen: (adj, v) unknown; (adj) 
invisible, concealed, hidden, 
unobserved, secret, veiled, latent; (v) 
unheeded, unperceived; (n) spiritual 
world. ANTONYMS: (adj) seen, 
visible, open, famous, noticeable 

unselfish: (adj) selfless, altruistic, 
disinterested, liberal, magnanimous, 
philanthropic, considerate, 
beneficent, charitable, kind, helpful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) greedy, 
uncharitable, thoughtless 

unsettled: (adj) changeable, 
undecided, doubtful, uneasy, 
outstanding, variable, unpaid, 
unresolved; (adj, v) unfixed, 
indefinite, undetermined. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) confident, 
definite, decided, well, sure, happy, 
constant, conclusive, certain, 
calmed, calm 

unshapen: (adj) unformed, unhewn, 
unfashioned 

unshaven: (adj) unshaved, bearded, 
rough, not shaved, hairy, bristly, 
stubbly 

unsheltered: (adj) bleak, rude, wild, 
unprotected, ungoverned, 
uncivilized, turbulent, crazy, savage, 
barren, not cultivated. ANTONYM: 
(adj) sheltered 

unsoundness: (n) derangement, 
disease, disrepair, insincerity, 
condition, defect, hollowness, status, 
treachery, unhealth, folly. 
ANTONYM: (n) soundness 

unspeakable: (adj) ineffable, 
dreadful, awful, terrible, 
inexpressible, nasty, horrible, 
atrocious, indefinable, shocking; 
(adj, v) unutterable. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) nice, wonderful, pleasant, 
good, lovely, bearable 

unspeakably: (adv) indescribably, 
horrifically, horrifyingly, 
staggeringly, inexcusably, 
unbearably, unkindly, unpleasantly, 
unutterably, offensively, 
horrendously. ANTONYM: (adv) 
pleasantly 

unsuspecting: (adj) gullible, naive, 
innocent, unsuspicious, credulous, 
unaware, trustful, unconscious, 
unwary, not suspicious, unwitting. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) suspicious, 
shrewd, prepared, expecting, 
conscious, realizing 

unsympathetic: (adj) pitiless, callous, 
heartless, hard, hardhearted, 
unkind, unconcerned, obdurate, 
indifferent, closed, insensitive. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) sympathetic, 
kind, caring, favorable, merciful, 
concerned, considerate, easygoing, 
friendly, gentle, warmhearted 

unsympathizing: (adj) 
unsympathetic 

untainted: (adj) unsullied, unstained, 
unspotted, innocent, unsoiled, 
unblemished, untarnished, stainless; 
(n) unmarred, unscathed, uninjured. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tainted, impure 

untarnished: (adj) unblemished, 
unstained, pure, stainless, guiltless, 
unsullied, clean, perfect, 
immaculate, clear, untainted. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) blemished, 
flawed, guilty, used 

untaught: (adj) illiterate, ignorant, 
unschooled, uninformed, untutored, 
uninstructed, uncultivated, 
unlicked, unnurtured, unhatched, 
unfledged. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
trained, educated, literate, 
economical 

unthankful: (adj) thankless, 
unmindful, ungratifying, 
unacceptable, showing no gratitude, 
unappreciated, disagreeable, 
unappreciative. ANTONYM: (adj) 
grateful 

unthinkingly: (adv) inconsiderately, 
carelessly, rashly, incautiously, 
mindlessly, imprudently, foolishly, 
involuntarily, heedlessly, 
negligently, recklessly. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) consciously, 
deliberately, carefully, anxiously, 
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discreetly, sensibly, tactfully, 
considerately 

untidy: (adj) unkempt, disheveled, 
disorderly, sloppy, messy, 
disordered, confused, disorganized, 
sluttish, frowzy, scruffy. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tidy, neat, 
elegant, orderly, smart, legible, clean 

untied: (adj) unfastened, unchained, 
unshackled, unlaced, unbound, 
unfettered, free, unsewed, open, 
unconnected, rambling. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) tied, laced 

untimely: (adj) early, unseasonable, 
inopportune, inappropriate, 
awkward, immature, previous, ill 
timed, inconvenient, improper, 
belated. ANTONYMS: (adj) timely, 
appropriate, opportune, convenient, 
overdue 

unto: (prep, v) to, till, up to; (prep) 
towards, before 

untold: (adj) infinite, incalculable, 
innumerable, vast, uncounted, 
unnumbered, unlimited, endless; (v) 
unsaid, untalked of, unpublished. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) little, minor, 
small, tiny, open, slight 

unturned: (v) undeviating; (adj) not 
turned, unswerving, undistorted 

unveracious: (adj) mendacious, 
deceitful, untrue, treacherous, 
perfidious, false jewelry, not 
truthful, not true, hypocritical, false 
modesty, false colors 

unwarily: (adv) thoughtlessly, 
carelessly, rashly, heedlessly, 
imprudently, incautiously, 
recklessly, unwatchfully, 
negligently, inconsiderately, 
indiscreetly. ANTONYM: (adv) 
warily 

unwary: (adj, n) careless, incautious; 
(adj) heedless, thoughtless, 
unguarded, indiscreet, hasty, 
precipitate, imprudent, 
unsuspecting; (adj, v) unwatchful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) cautious, 
mindful, heeding, prepared, 
suspicious, guarded 

unwashed: (adj) dirty, grubby, 
unclean, filthy, common, mean, 
unstrained, unpurified; (v) unswept, 
unscoured, unwiped. ANTONYM: 
(adj) clean 

unwearying: (adj) tireless, untiring, 
unflagging, unceasing, 
hardworking, energetic, industrious, 
unfailing 

unwonted: (adj) unaccustomed, rare, 
unusual, unused, infrequent, 
uncustomary, singular, 

extraordinary, scarce, 
unaccountable, remarkable 

upbraider: (n) reprover, giggle, 
rebuker, titter, twitter 

uphill: (adj) rising, hard, difficult, 
climbing, acclivitous, tough, 
arduous; (n) ascending, ascent, 
acclivity; (adv) up. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) downhill, facile 

uphold: (n, v) support; (v) preserve, 
defend, maintain, continue, endorse, 
confirm, countenance, bolster, 
encourage, back. ANTONYMS: (v) 
infringe, discontinue, weaken, 
contradict, endanger, abandon, 
oppose, quit, undermine, end 

uppermost: (adj) top, upmost, upper, 
highest, chief, maximum, supreme, 
greatest, major, outermost; (n) main. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) bottom, lowest, 
trivial, lower 

uprising: (n) insurrection, mutiny, 
rebellion, revolt, insurgency, 
revolution, outbreak, sedition, 
disturbance, ascent; (adj, n) rising. 
ANTONYMS: (n) peace; (adj) 
content 

upturned: (adj) retrousse, 
overturned, upside-down, broken, 
disordered, disquieted, distressed, 
disturbed, confused, topsy-turvy, 
shapely 

uttered: (adj) expressed, express, 
verbalised, verbalized, vocal, 
explicit, oral; (v) spoke, quoth, said 

uttermost: (adj, n) extreme; (adj, adv) 
farthest; (n) maximum, level best; 
(adj) furthest, utter, last, 
farthermost, furthermost, ultimate, 
most. ANTONYM: (adj) moderate 

vacantly: (adj, adv) vacuously, 
expressionlessly, inanely; (adv) 
voidly, emptily, unoccupiedly, 
hollowly, unemployedly, 
thoughtlessly, freely, barely 

vacillating: (adj) indecisive, 
changeable, undecided, wavering, 
giddy, vacillant, hesitating, hesitant; 
(adj, v) infirm, debilitated, 
enfeebled. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
stable, strong, consistent, decisive, 
determined, resolute 

vain: (adj) proud, arrogant, conceited, 
fruitless, idle, empty, abortive, 
ineffectual, unproductive, 
narcissistic; (adj, v) useless. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) shy, successful, 
possible, persuasive, selfless, 
fruitful, humble, useful, responsible, 
worthwhile, effective 

valentine: (n) sweetheart, gallant, 
love, sweetie, truelove, steady, lover 

valet: (n) man, attendant, lackey, 
butler, flunkey, manservant, waiter, 
gentleman, livery servant, servant, 
retainer 

vanish: (n, v) disappear; (adj, v) fade; 
(v) disperse, pass, go, die, dissipate, 
evaporate, depart, flee, melt away. 
ANTONYMS: (v) come, arrive, wax, 
stay 

vanity: (n) egotism, pride, emptiness, 
arrogance, futility, inanity, 
vainglory, conceitedness, 
pretension, pomposity; (adj, n) 
amour propre. ANTONYMS: (n) 
selflessness, humility, importance, 
value, effectiveness 

variegated: (adj) mottled, dappled, 
varicolored, varicoloured, various, 
piebald, speckled, assorted, 
different, multicolored, pied. 
ANTONYM: (adj) uniform 

variously: (adv) differently, 
multifariously, sundrily, variedly, 
severally, assortedly, dissimilarly, 
numerously, versatilely, diversly, 
variegatedly 

varnished: (adj) sullied, polished, 
spotted, shiny, lustrous, smooth, 
painted, besmirched, glossy, tainted, 
flyblown. ANTONYM: (adj) dull 

veal: (n) calf, venison, veau, animal 
protein, beef, calves' feet, chicken, 
ham, lamb, meat, mutton 

vehement: (adj) fierce, intense, 
violent, strong, furious, passionate, 
ferocious, eager, hot, fervent, fervid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) impassionate, 
indifferent, mild, calm 

venerating: (adj) reverential, 
reverent, obedient, devout 

vengeance: (n) retribution, reprisal, 
retaliation, requital, avengement, 
wrath, vendetta, spite, revengeance; 
(n, v) avenge, resentment. 
ANTONYMS: (n) forgiveness, 
acceptance 

venom: (n) poison, malice, bane, 
spite, rancor, malevolence, 
maliciousness, malignity, hate, 
bitterness; (adj, n) gall. ANTONYM: 
(n) affection 

venomous: (adj) poisonous, toxic, 
noxious, malicious, virulent, 
spiteful, bitter, deadly, baneful, 
caustic, vicious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
kind, praising, loving, gentle 

vent: (n) exit, opening, flue, chimney, 
escape, blowhole; (n, v) discharge, 
air, release; (v) emit, ventilate. 
ANTONYMS: (n) door, closure; (v) 
block, suppress 

venting: (n) discharge, run, release, 
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firing, sack, sacking, firing off, 
electric arc, spark, expelling; (adj) 
vocal 

ventral: (adj) adaxial, front, anterior, 
intestinal, forward. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) dorsal, abaxial 

veracity: (n) truth, accuracy, 
exactness, truthfulness, fact, reality, 
precision; (adj) probity; (adj, n) 
faithfulness, sincerity, candor. 
ANTONYMS: (n) mendacity, 
falsehood, falsity, dishonesty 

verily: (adj, adv) really; (adv) indeed, 
in reality, genuinely, quitely, 
actually, selfly, truely, identically, 
exactly; (adv, int) in truth 

vermin: (n) bug, varmint, louse, 
trash, pest, brute, varment, scum, 
riffraff, ragtag and bobtail, rabble 

vestry: (n) nave, quire, convocation, 
consistory, synod, choir, chapter, 
chancel, transept, aisle, conclave 

vexation: (adj, n) annoyance, 
nuisance; (n) irritation, worry, 
aggravation, displeasure, chagrin, 
chafe, anger, frustration, botheration 

vexatious: (adj) annoying, pesky, 
troublesome, tiresome, galling, 
irritating, untoward, thorny, 
burdensome, pestiferous, vexing. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) aiding, assisting, 
helpful, soothing 

vexed: (adj) troubled, irritated, angry, 
pestered, peeved, harassed, sore, 
harried, uneasy, cross, offended. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) calm, 
uncomplicated 

vexing: (adj) irritating, infuriating, 
maddening, annoying, galling, 
troublesome, bothersome, 
aggravating, exasperating, irksome, 
pestiferous 

vibrate: (v) shake, shiver, oscillate, 
tremble, quiver, shudder, swing, 
wobble, palpitate, thrill, throb 

vibrating: (adj) tremulous, vibratory, 
vibrant, swinging, hollow, moving, 
oscillating, that oscillates, resonant; 
(n) shaking system 

vibrations: (n) vibes, atmosphere, 
ambiance, premonition, 
undercurrent, feelings, vibraharp, 
vibraphone, ambience 

vicarage: (n) parsonage, manse, 
residence, domicile, home, glebe 
house, church house, glebe, 
dwelling house, abode, dwelling 

victual: (v) provision, feed, supply, 
cater, furnish, purvey; (n) pabulum, 
edible, sustenance, victuals, eatable 

victuals: (n) food, fare, viands, 
victual, edible, provender, grub, 

sustenance, support, diet, nutriment 
vilely: (adv) dirtily, wickedly, 

meanly, foully, disgustingly, 
grossly, sordidly, worthlessly, 
infamously, nauseatingly, 
revoltingly 

vindicating: (v) vindicated; (adj) 
revengeful 

vindictiveness: (n) rancor, revenge, 
malice, spite, unkindness, nastiness, 
spitefulness, meanness, malignity, 
malevolence, implacability 

vinegar: (n) verjuice, eisel, crab, 
condiment, chili vinegar, brine, cider 
vinegar, acetum, acetic acid, alum 

violet: (adj, n) mauve, lavender; (adj) 
empurpled, lilac, purplish; (n) viola, 
purpleness, indigo, sweet violet, 
reddish blue, pansy 

violinist: (n) pianist, organist, 
accompanist, instrumentalist, 
accordionist, tinkerer, stern, player, 
twiddler, flautist, musician 

violoncello: (n) Cremona, tenor, 
bowed stringed instrument, bass, 
string 

virtuous: (adj) upright, pure, 
righteous, good, moral, just, 
honorable, honest, respectable, 
decent, pious. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
bad, sinful, corrupt, impure, 
unethical, decadent, degenerate, 
irreverent 

virtuously: (adv) chastely, uprightly, 
purely, righteously, honestly, 
demurely, modestly, justly, 
innocently, goodly, worthily. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) indecently, 
sinfully, wickedly, improperly, 
poorly 

visibly: (adv) apparently, noticeably, 
manifestly, obviously, plainly, 
perceptibly, appreciably, clearly, 
discernibly, overtly, conspicuously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) imperceptibly, 
invisibly, secretly, ambiguously 

vista: (n) outlook, panorama, horizon, 
aspect, scene, landscape, scenery, 
picture, alley; (adj, n) view, 
perspective 

vitiating: (adj) sympathetic, 
demoralizing, epidemic, infectious 
air, infectious clothing, infectious 
vices, pestilential, readily 
communicated 

vivacity: (adj, n) life, liveliness; (n) 
energy, vitality, enthusiasm, dash, 
spirit, vigor, happiness, sparkle, 
effervescence. ANTONYMS: (n) 
apathy, dullness, sluggishness 

vividness: (n) strength, colour, color, 
chroma, saturation, brightness, 

vividity, vivacity, brilliance, clarity, 
vibrancy. ANTONYMS: (n) 
vagueness, weakness 

vixen: (adj, n) shrew; (n) virago, 
termagant, fury, harpy, hag, fox, 
reynard, hellcat, hart, harpy eagle 

vocalization: (n) voice, phonation, 
language, interpreter, vocalism, vox, 
communication, part, speech, 
representative, spokesperson 

vocation: (n, v) calling, profession, 
employment; (n) occupation, job, 
trade, business, career, line, mission, 
line of work 

vulgar: (adj) rude, coarse, plebeian, 
nasty, common, foul, indecent, 
gross, unrefined; (adj, n) low, vile. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) refined, 
sophisticated, tasteful, polite, 
aesthetic, muted, fashionable, 
decent, artistic, pleasant, clean 

vulgarly: (adv) crudely, commonly, 
plebeianly, grossly, smuttily, 
uncouthly, boorishly, cheaply, 
rudely, vilely, tastelessly. 
ANTONYM: (adv) decently 

waggon: (n) wagon, cart, lorry, wain, 
dray, station wagon, beach wagon, 
beach waggon, station waggon, 
bandwagon, milkwagon 

waggoner: (n) driver 
wail: (n, v) howl, cry, lament, moan, 

scream, bellow, whine; (v) ululate, 
weep, whimper, mewl. 
ANTONYMS: (v) whimper, laugh 

wailing: (n, v) lamentation, lament, 
moaning; (adj) lamenting, weeping, 
crying, wailful, howling, sobbing; 
(adj, n) bawling; (n) cry 

wainscoting: (n) wainscotting, panel, 
panelling, lining, dado, paneling, 
skirting board, panelwork 

waistcoat: (n) CHUDDER, barbe, 
garment, jerkin, jubbah, oilskins, 
pilot jacket, pajamas, cardigan, 
singlet, talma jacket 

wakeful: (adj) vigilant, sleepless, 
awake, observant, restless, light, 
wary, psychologically light, 
lightheaded, tripping; (v) wistful. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) unaware, asleep, 
inattentive, relaxed 

wakefulness: (n) insomnia, arousal, 
vigilance, guard, temporary state, 
alertness, consciousness, 
circumspection, caution; (v) vigil; (n, 
v) watch. ANTONYMS: (n) 
inattentiveness, unconsciousness 

waken: (v) stir, awaken, wake, wake 
up, arouse, awake, excite, call, 
kindle, evoke, provoke 

walnut: (n) wood, walnut tree; (v) 
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succotash, waffle, vanilla, trepang, 
porterhouse steak, supawn, salmis, 
sea slug, sauerkraut 

waltz: (n) minuet, valse, tango, tap, 
polka, ballroom dance, music; (v) 
trip the light fantastic, zip, oscillate, 
waltz around 

wand: (n, v) stick, rod; (n) scepter, 
verge, mace, pole, baton, sceptre, 
fasces, rod of empire; (v) staff 

wanderer: (n) vagabond, roamer, 
tramp, nomad, drifter, traveler, 
wayfarer, stranger, hobo, traveller; 
(n, v) rambler 

warmed: (adj) warmer, warm, baked 
warm-hearted: (adj) warm, 

affectionate, cordial, amiable, 
benevolent, compassionate, 
demonstrative, genial, good-
natured, kind-hearted, loving 

warranted: (adj) legitimate, secured, 
bonded, legal, locked, mistaken, 
necessary; (v) privileged, 
sanctioned, allowed; (n) securer 

warring: (adj) militant, fighting, 
hostile, opposed, inconsistent, war, 
brawling, factious, opposing, 
oppugnant, rebellious 

wart: (n) verruca, condyloma 
acuminatum, bulge, tit, growth, 
lump, swelling, exostosis, bump, 
protuberance, venereal wart 

wasps: (n) hymenoptera, gall wasps, 
sawflies, order hymenoptera, etc, 
ants, ichneumons 

watering: (n) tearing, sprinkle, 
lachrymation, lacrimation, wetting, 
irrigation, bodily process, body 
process, replenishment of water 
supplies, shedding tears, activity 

watery: (adj) moist, diluted, wet, 
dilute, washy, thin, damp, fluid, 
aqueous, weak, insipid. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) strong, solid, 
dry, soft, dehydrated, lively, dark, 
clear, thick, hard 

wavy: (adj) crinkled, crinkly, 
corrugated, waved, undulating, 
und, rippled, wavelike, undulate, 
undulatory, rolling. ANTONYM: 
(adj) straight 

wearied: (adj) jaded, tired, spent, 
fatigued, weary, prostrate, limp, 
haggard, shattered, worn, fatigate 

weariness: (n) exhaustion, tiredness, 
lassitude, languor, asthenopia, 
defatigation, grogginess, listlessness, 
boredom, ennui, prostration 

weather-beaten: (adj) gnarled, 
rugged 

weblike: (adj) netted, lacy, webby, 
webbed, netlike, reticulated, 

reticular, reticulate, lacelike 
wedded: (adj, v) marital, connubial, 

matrimonial, conjugal, wed; (adj) 
nuptial, bridal. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unmarried, unattached 

weekday: (n) working day, Tuesday, 
sat, Saturday, day of the week, feria, 
Th, Friday, Thursday, Monday; (adj) 
ferial 

weep: (v) wail, bawl, lament, sob, 
blubber, moan, howl, drip, greet, 
whimper; (n) tear 

well-bred: (adj) courteous, mannerly, 
urbane, civil, genteel, gentlemanly, 
refined, nice, sophisticated, 
thoughtful, debonair 

well-built: (adj) substantial, husky, 
rugged, burly, manly, masculine, 
muscular, strapping, sturdy, stable 

well-dressed: (adj) handsome 
well-read: (adj) learned, erudite, 

informed, literary, scholarly, 
studious, educated 

well-to-do: (adj) rich, well-off, 
affluent, opulent, prosperous, 
moneyed, substantial, comfortable, 
easy, fortunate 

well-wisher: (n) friend, patron, 
support, benefactor 

well-worn: (adj) hackneyed, trite, 
worn, threadbare, stale, stereotyped, 
boring, unimaginative 

welly: (adv) wholely, finely, goodly, 
hollowly, heartily, strongly, 
soundly, rightly, fitly, happily, 
halely 

wench: (n) miss, damsel, strumpet, 
trollop, Trull, missy, quean, slut, 
nymph, dame; (n, v) drab 

wesleyan: (adj, n) Methodist; (n) 
Lutheran, Calvinist 

wheeled: (adj) on wheels. 
ANTONYM: (adj) wheelless 

wheelwright: (n) blacksmith, 
locksmith, sailmaker, Wright, 
bicycler, bicyclist, cyclist, sir 
Mortimer wheeler, wheel horse, sir 
Robert Eric Mortimer wheeler 

wheezy: (adj) asthmatic, wheezing, 
reedy, panting, noisy, gasping, 
puffing, reedlike, short of breath, 
winded, breathless 

whence: (adv) wherefrom, hence, 
because, for, why, wherefore, how, 
then, then thence so, how comes it, 
how happens it 

wherefore: (adv, conj) therefore; 
(adv, n) why; (n) reason, proof; 
(adv) accordingly, consequently, so, 
wherefor, hence, whence; (conj) then 

wherein: (adv) in what, in which, 
where 

whereupon: (adv) thereupon, 
hereupon, upon which, at what, at 
which 

wherewith: (adv) therewith, herewith 
wherewithal: (n) resources, funds, 

cash, capital, ways and means, 
money, potential, supplies, purse, 
faculty; (adv) wherewith 

whey: (n) serum, milk whey, plasma, 
plasm, dairy product 

whim: (n, v) fancy, vagary, humor, 
freak; (n) notion, impulse, fad, 
mood, whimsy, thought, idea. 
ANTONYMS: (n) plan, reality, 
aversion 

whimper: (n, v) cry, wail, moan, 
groan, sigh; (v) sob, weep, howl, 
snivel, pule, blubber. ANTONYM: 
(v) laugh 

whimpering: (adj) whining, puling, 
childish, querulous; (n) sniveling, 
cry, tear 

whiskered: (adj) barbate, 
bewhiskered, fleecy, hairy, 
unshaven, whiskery 

whiskers: (n) fuzz, goatee, hair, 
imperial, face fungus, beaver, 
mustache, moustache, sideburns, 
facial hair, sideboards 

whispering: (n) whisper, murmur, 
susurration, rustle, report, stage 
whisper; (adj, n) rustling; (adj) 
susurrant, tranquil, hoarse, 
susurrous 

whistling: (n) whistle, sound, tin 
whistle, music, pennywhistle, sign, 
signal, signaling 

whitened: (adj) bloodless, bleached, 
Caucasian, clean, colorless, livid, 
make white, snowy, unsullied, 
ashen, benevolent 

whiteness: (n) paleness, ivory, chalk, 
pearl, bone, bleach, alabaster, 
frostiness, hoariness, pallor, 
innocence. ANTONYM: (n) black 

whitewashed: (adj) overpowered, 
overcome, crushed, conquered, 
beaten, routed, painted 

whither: (adv) hither, thither, 
whereunto, whereto, for 

whitish: (adj) pale, milklike, fair, 
milk, creamy, light, colorless, not 
clear, achromatic, opaque, blond. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) rosy, dark 

wholesome: (adj) healthy, beneficial, 
salubrious, healthful, salutary, 
sound, good, nutritious, nourishing, 
pure, hale. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
unwholesome, unhealthy, impure, 
indecent, sordid, warped, tainted, 
decadent, deadly, unsavory 

wickedly: (adv) evilly, immorally, 
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badly, iniquitously, sinfully, 
mischievously, naughtily, wrongly, 
perversely, depravedly, criminally. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) kindly, 
virtuously, legally, rightly, 
obediently 

wickedness: (n) depravity, sin, 
sinfulness, iniquity, harm, ill, vice, 
evilness, corruption, immorality, 
crime. ANTONYMS: (n) goodness, 
kindness, piety, righteousness, 
benevolence, religiousness, 
obedience, good 

wilful: (adj) headstrong, deliberate, 
intentional, knowing, designed, 
wayward, obstinate, willful, 
stubborn, studied, persistent 

wilfulness: (n) fractiousness, 
contrariness, perverseness, 
perversity, unruliness, wilful, 
intractableness, intractability, 
wilfully, spite, malice 

willow: (n) willow tree, black willow, 
arctic willow, arroyo willow, balsam 
willow, bay willow, bearberry 
willow, white willow, silver willow; 
(adj) mourning, weeds 

wilt: (v) flag, shrivel, sag, weaken, 
fade, languish, dry, wither, collapse, 
tire; (n) wilting. ANTONYMS: (v) 
flourish, rise, rally 

winged: (adj) swift, rapid, speedy, 
quick, flying, alate, sublime, lofty, 
alated, aligerous, composed 

wink: (n, v) twinkle, blink, flash; (n) 
instant, twinkling, trice; (v) sparkle, 
nictitate, flicker, nictate, leer 

wintry: (adj, v) frosty, glacial, 
freezing, icy; (adj) arctic, frigid, 
wintery, frozen, chilly, chill, 
hibernal. ANTONYMS: (adj) mild, 
summery, hot, vernal, autumnal, 
balmy, tropical, warm 

wiry: (adj) lean, muscular, sinewy, 
fibrous, brawny, stalwart, ropy, 
thin, supple, vigorous, rough. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) straight, small, 
tiny, smooth, soft, stout, fat 

wisely: (adv) judiciously, prudently, 
sagaciously, cleverly, discreetly, 
shrewdly, smartly, learnedly, 
astutely, sharply, perspicaciously. 
ANTONYMS: (adv) stupidly, 
recklessly, imprudently, 
immaturely, illogically 

wishful: (adj) longing, wistful, 
aspiring, aspirant, eager, desirable, 
musing, contemplative, eagerly 
attentive, flimsy; (v) fain 

wistfully: (adv) pensively, 
meditatively, desirously, longingly, 
yearningly, broodingly, reflectively, 

wishfully, melancholy, thoughtfully, 
nostalgically. ANTONYM: (adv) 
contentedly 

witchery: (adj, n) fascination, 
enchantment; (n) sorcery, glamour, 
spell, magic, black magic, 
necromancy, enticement, 
allurement, temptation 

withal: (adv) nevertheless, 
notwithstanding, however, even so, 
all the same, nonetheless, with; (adj) 
likewise; (n) sufficiency, adequacy, 
enough 

withered: (adj) wizened, sear, 
shriveled, thin, shrunken, dry, dried 
up, wilted, faded, wizen; (v) lame. 
ANTONYM: (adj) plump 

withhold: (v) reserve, keep, suppress, 
deny, retain, hold, detain, restrain, 
abstain, check; (adj, v) stint. 
ANTONYMS: (v) transmit, release, 
show, lavish, add 

wits: (n) intellect, mind, wit, brains, 
common sense, presence, 
percipience, observation, mother 
wit, right mind, judgment 

wizardlike: (adj) wizardly 
woefully: (adv) lamentably, 

deplorably, unhappily, mournfully, 
wretchedly, gloomily, ruefully; (adj, 
adv) grievously, dreadfully, 
piteously, miserably 

womanhood: (n) muliebrity, 
femininity, adulthood, maturity, 
manhood, womankind, wifehood, 
softness, social class, majority, adult 
female 

womanliness: (n) womanlike, 
femaleness, femineity, feminity, sex, 
womanishness, feminineness. 
ANTONYM: (n) masculinity 

womanly: (adj, v) effeminate; (adj) 
ladylike, womanish, female, 
womanlike, wifely, weak, maidenly, 
matronly; (v) soft, feminate. 
ANTONYM: (adj) unwomanly 

wonderingly: (adv) quizzically 
wonderment: (n) wonder, 

admiration, amazement, 
astonishment, surprise, awe, 
bewilderment, marvel, curiosity, 
annus Mirabilis, esteem 

wondrous: (adj) marvelous, 
miraculous, marvellous, 
astonishing, tremendous, fantastic, 
phenomenal, extraordinary, rattling; 
(adv) wonderfully, marvellously 

wont: (adj, n) use, custom, usage; (n) 
practice, tradition, cleanliness, 
assuetude, assuefaction, convention, 
rut; (v) practise 

wooded: (adj) arboreous, sylvan, 

woody, timbered, densely forested, 
leafy 

woody: (adj) arboreous, ligneous, 
wooden, forested, woodsy, 
arboraceous, arboreal, harder, hard, 
lignified, nemorous 

workhouse: (n) workshop, 
almshouse, shop, jail, gaol, 
jailhouse, labor, clink 

workman: (n) laborer, working man, 
worker, employee, hand, operative, 
artisan, working person, lather, 
mechanic, artificer 

workmanship: (n) craft, handicraft, 
craftsmanship, skill, 
accomplishment, performance, 
acquirement, priestcraft, trade, 
artistry; (v) handiwork 

worldly: (adj, adv) earthly; (adj) 
mundane, secular, terrestrial, 
temporal, carnal, sophisticated, lay, 
profane; (adv) mundanely, 
temporally. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
spiritual, naive, cloistered, religious, 
unsophisticated, unworldly, 
unrefined, otherworldly, low, 
heavenly, immaterial 

worn-out: (adj) stale, trite, 
threadbare, worn, hackneyed, jaded, 
old, run-down, dilapidated, 
disabled, beat 

worsening: (n) decline, aggravation, 
decline in quality, downslope, 
diminution, descent, declivity, 
declension, change of state; (adj, n) 
weakening; (adj) deteriorating. 
ANTONYMS: (n) improvement; 
(adj) bettering 

worshipped: (adj) adored, idolized, 
venerable 

worsted: (adj) disappointed; (n) 
fabric, knitting worsted, cloth 

wort: (n) malt, herb, beer wort 
worthless: (adj, v) futile, vain; (adj) 

vile, idle, empty, trifling, void, 
trivial, cheap, miserable, null. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) precious, useful, 
worthwhile, priceless, meaningful, 
helpful, invaluable, deserving, valid, 
worthy, substantial 

wounding: (n) wound, injury; (adj) 
hurtful, spiteful, traumatic, 
grievous, offensive, stabbing, 
inflicting wounds, impertinent, 
harmful. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
harmless, complimentary, kind, 
polite, sympathetic 

wrapper: (n) cover, wrap, cloak, 
peignoir, housecoat, neglige, 
envelope, wrapping, covering, dust 
cover, mantle 

wrapping: (n) covering, wrapper, 
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envelope, bandage, wrap, swathe, 
case, packaging, plaster, film, lint 

wraps: (n) concealment, veil of 
secrecy, cover 

wrathful: (adj) furious, irate, wroth, 
ireful, indignant, incensed, mad, 
raging, resentful, infuriated, 
choleric. ANTONYM: (adj) pleased 

wreak: (v) bring, work, avenge, 
impose, make, make for, play, cause, 
fetch; (n) wretch; (adj) tyrannize 

wreath: (n) crown, coronal, garland, 
chaplet, lei, circle, posy, fascia, 
cincture, girdle, laurels 

wrench: (n, v) pull, jerk, strain, turn, 
twist, tug, yank; (n) spanner; (v) 
distort, contort, force 

wrenched: (adj) strained, weakened 
wrenching: (n) extraction; (adj) 

painful 
wrestle: (v) struggle, scuffle, fight, 

strive, battle, wrench, tussle, contest, 
scramble, clash; (n, v) grapple 

wrestling: (n) grapple, grappling, 
rassling, bout, event, clamshell, 
athletics, boxing, braving, pugilism; 
(adj) fighting 

wretchedness: (n) unhappiness, grief, 
distress, desolation, woe, sorrow, 
anguish, infelicity, tribulation, 
affliction, misfortune 

wrinkled: (adj, n) rough, rugged; 
(adj) puckered, creased, wrinkly, 
wizened, crumpled, lined, gnarled, 
unironed, crinkled. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) unwrinkled, ironed, straight 

wrinkles: (n) crow's feet 
wrongdoing: (n) transgression, crime, 

error, fault, misconduct, misdeed, 
wrong, offense, delinquency, 
misbehavior, malfeasance. 
ANTONYMS: (n) uprightness, 
goodness 

wronging: (n) tribulation 
wrongs: (n) mala 
wrought: (adj) shaped, done, worked, 

worked up, formed 
yearly: (adv) annually, each year, 

every year, per annum, per year, by 
year; (adj) perennial, anniversary, 
periodic, annual tickets; (n) a year 

yearn: (v) languish, pine, wish, 
hanker, aspire, miss, ache, desire, 
cherish, yen, want 

yearning: (n) hankering, aspiration, 
thirst, craving, desire, hunger, 
nostalgia, eagerness; (adj) wistful, 
pining, desirous. ANTONYMS: (adj) 
disinterested; (n) dislike, 
disinclination, apathy 

yell: (n, v) cry, roar, scream, howl, 
call, bellow, whoop, shriek, outcry; 

(v) bawl, holler 
yielding: (adj, v) flexible, pliable, 

supple, tractable, pliant; (adj) 
compliant, submissive, soft, 
obedient, docile; (n) submission. 
ANTONYMS: (adj) hard, firm, 
inflexible, solid, rigid, obstinate, 
stiff, stubborn, unyielding, 
rebellious 

yoke: (adj, n, v) couple, link; (n, v) 
pair, tie; (adj, n) brace; (v) connect, 
join, bind, attach; (n) coupling, team. 
ANTONYMS: (v) disconnect, disjoin 

yule: (n) Yuletide, Christmas, Xmas, 
Christmastime, Christmastide, 
Christmas Day 

zealous: (adj) keen, enthusiastic, 
fervent, ardent, avid, devoted, 
strenuous, vehement, glowing, fiery; 
(adj, n) passionate. ANTONYMS: 
(adj) indifferent, apathetic, 
unenthusiastic, cool, halfhearted, 
moderate 

zenith: (n) apex, peak, top, height, 
acme, pinnacle, summit, climax, 
vertex, culmination, prime. 
ANTONYMS: (n) base, bottom, 
trough 

zest: (n) gusto, taste, savor, flavor, 
enthusiasm, piquancy, energy, 
enjoyment, tang, appetite; (n, v) 
spice. ANTONYMS: (n) lethargy, 
blandness, dullness, indifference 
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